
By Veronica Reiner

Wilmot council members will “need 
more time and information” about a 
Minister’s Zoning Order (MZO) request 
to build a new residential community in 
Wilmot, said Mayor Les Armstrong. A 
final decision will be made in late Feb-
ruary.

Cachet Developments, a real estate de-
veloper based in Vaughan, north of To-
ronto, wants to build a community called 
Wilmot Village between Baden and New 
Hamburg. The residential community 
has a proposed 1,200 homes, commer-
cial space, employment space and a 
transit hub.

The matter was discussed at a special 
meeting on Tuesday, January 4 by Wil-
mot council members, representatives 
for Cachet Developments, and 14 dele-
gations.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will pro-
vide an in-depth look at an MZO and 
the process behind it, the proposed 
zoning order by Cachet Developments, 
the views of council members and del-
egations, and the perspective of Kitch-
ener-Conestoga Minister of Provincial 
Parliament (MPP) Mike Harris.

What is an MZO?

An MZO is a measure that can be used 
by Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Af-

fairs and Housing (MMAH) to rezone 
land and speed up development quickly.

The MMHA describes the MZO as “a 
critical tool that can be used to support 
and expedite the delivery of govern-
ment priorities, including transit-ori-
ented communities, affordable housing, 
long-term care homes and strategic eco-
nomic recovery projects by removing 
potential barriers and delay.”

However, the MZO has generated con-
troversy as it allows the government to 
override municipal council decisions, 
with no requirement for public consul-
tation. MZOs are also not subject to ap-
peals.

By Veronica Reiner

Michael “Mike” Kennedy, a well-known local 
restauranteur, passed away on December 27, 
2021, at age 77.

Mike owned Kennedy’s Restaurant & Cater-
ing in St. Agatha with his wife, Linda. He was 
deeply involved with the community; he was 
a lifelong member of the International Lions 
Club, Past President of the Wellesley Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival Committee, and 
awarded the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal 
for outstanding service to his community.

Over the years, Mike worked tirelessly to fa-
cilitate various community events, including 
the St. Agatha Strawberry Festival, Wellesley 
Slow Pitch, hockey league gatherings, and 
family reunions for the Kennedy generations.

He leaves Linda, their son Patrick, seven 
brothers and sisters, 17 nieces and nephews, 
and 28 great nieces and nephews.

The loss resulted in an outpouring of support 
and love from the community members.

“I would recognize a loss of a very import-
ant member of our community - Mr. Michael 
Kennedy of St. Agatha,” said Mayor Les Arm-
strong at a January 4 council meeting. “His 
loss will be greatly felt throughout the com-
munity. It’s going to be regionwide, not just 
in Wilmot. It certainly saddens me, the loss 
that we now suffer. He was a good and gentle 
man.”

Wilmot Ward 2 Councillor Cheryl Gordi-
jk said it was a “sad and terrible loss for St. 
Agatha and Wilmot in general. Mike was in-
credibly kind and generous and he loved this 
community with all his heart.”

Jamie Reid, President of the Wellesley Apple 
Butter & Cheese Festival Community, said 
“Mike (and Linda) played a vital role in our 
Festival for the past 46 years. His commit-
ment to serving his and surrounding com-
munities for so many years will be greatly 
missed.”

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

Beloved local 
restauranteur 
passes away

We Love Wilmot
 Regular Hours: Monday to Friday 8am to 9pm; Saturday & Sunday 8am to 8pm

100 Mill Street Unit A New Hamburg 519-662-1374

CANADA’S
FAMILY
GROCERY
STORE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2022SINCE 1895

Your Love and Support brings others 
to Tomorrow

And Tomorrow is where Hope lives. 

ANDREA ZIEGLER  PAGE  3 ROLLERCOASTER SCHOOL YEAR   PAGE  16

FREE

Continued on page 2

Final decision to be made in an open council meeting in late February

An in-depth look at the proposed 
MZO housing development in Wilmot

A map of the proposed development in Wilmot township, located at the corner of Nafziger Road and Waterloo Street. (Wilmot Township Council)
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This is the first MZO application brought 
before Wilmot council. At the January 4 
meeting, delegation Rory Farnan brought 
up controversy associated with another 
Waterloo Region MZO request.

“MZOs are being met with widespread 
opposition,” said Farnan. “Locally, one 
only has to look at Cambridge to see how 
the Blair MZO has created mistrust, and 
division, between the community and its 
local elected officials.”

The Doug Ford Progressive Conservative 
government has used MZOs at a signifi-
cantly higher rate compared to previous 
governments. Between early 2019 and 
early 2021, the Ford government issued 
more than 30 MZOs, coming close to the 
total of 49 MZOs issued in the province 
between 1969 and 2000.

While not technically required, the 
MMAH has recently sought an indication 
of support or opposition from local coun-
cils before making a decision on requests.

The proposed zoning order in Wilmot

The subject lands are about 43 hectares, 
located at the corner of Nafziger Road 
and Waterloo Street. The developers are 
proposing a mixed-use development, 
with a minimum density of 65 people and 
jobs per hectare.

It includes a minimum of 1,200 units and 
commercial space, employment space, 
park space, trails and active transpor-
tation corridors, a community Agri-Hub 
site, and a site for a future transit hub.

The residential units would consist of at 
least 150 senior’s apartments, of which a 
minimum of 15 units would be affordable 
(which is considered equal to or below 
80% of average market rent), 200 rental 
apartments, where at least 50 units are 
affordable, and 150 condominium apart-
ments.

Further, there are 350 condominium 
units proposed in mixed-use buildings 
with at least half the ground floor dedi-
cated to commercial space. The remain-
ing residential units would be at least 250 
street fronting townhomes and 50 rear 
lane townhomes, with a minimum of 100 
single family dwellings.

Wilmot delegations concerns include 
timing, rushed process, damaged rela-
tionship between township and region, 
loss of prime farmland

There were 14 delegations that came 
forward to voice their concerns at the 
January 4 meeting. Each delivered pre-
sentations for a maximum of seven min-
utes, with concerns ranging from the loss 
of prime farmland, to the loss of trust in 
elected officials, to a damaged relation

Wilmot resident Kevin Thomason said 
he was concerned about the timing of the 
announcement, which occurred over the 
holidays.

“[This MZO] announced at Christmas, 

with the special council meeting being 
held right at dinnertime on the first day 
back, with little ability to reach staff or 
councillors over the holiday to get an-
swers, and no opportunity for local media 
to inform the public, all during the most 
serious COVID-19 outbreak of the pan-
demic,” said Thomason to council mem-
bers.

“For the first week, concerned citizens 
could learn almost nothing.” Mayor Arm-
strong said that council learned about the 
MZO just before the holidays.

Wilmot resident Stephanie Goertz said 
that the township would lose 43 hectares 
of prime farmland through this MZO, and 
that more than 1,000 acres of farmland 
in Ontario are lost every week to non-ag-
ricultural development, such as urban 
sprawl and aggregate extraction.

“This rate of loss is unsustainable; it will 
impact future generations. Is this a fu-
ture that we want to see for Wilmot?” she 
asked. “One that undervalues our land 
and the generous soil at our fingertips?”

Kevin Eby, former Director of Communi-
ty Planning with the Region of Waterloo, 
said one of his concerns was trust in the 
proper planning process.

“We’re all in this together,” said Eby. “To 
have a developer jump to the front of the 
queue, get an MZO, potentially circum-
vent the ability of other people to be con-
sidered - there’s only so much land that 
can be brought in in the region - is a se-
rious, serious problem.”

He noted that the developer report was 
produced “very quickly” and featured 
some conflicts and errors. One example is 
the incorrect spelling of “studies” on page 
two of the Cachet Development report 
written by Ramsey Shaheen.

Sean Campbell, executive director of 
Hold the Line WR, pointed out that there 
were several unanswered questions 
within the report.

“There’s a commitment to affordable 

housing - who operates that affordable 
housing?” asked Campbell. “Is it a devel-
oper long-term? Is it a non-profit or a 
charity? How long-term is that commit-
ment?”

Delegation Andrew Wilson asked how 
the application fits in with the Region 
of Waterloo Official Plan Update, and 
whether that could sour the township’s 
relationship with the region.

“The region is in the midst of updating 
its official plan. Will this development 
application fit within the guidelines of 
that plan? This MZO could risk destroy-
ing the collaborative relationship Wilmot 
has with the region and with other mu-
nicipalities.”

The full video is available on the town-
ship of Wilmot YouTube page.

Q&A: MPP Mike Harris says MZO will 
create affordable housing

In an interview with the Wilmot-Tavis-
tock Gazette on January 7, MPP Harris 
said that there is a “negative connotation” 
associated with MZOs, but they have 
been a “very effective tool” in many in-
stances.

The following is a question and answer 
session with MPP Harris, edited for 
length and clarity:

Q: What is your stance on the MZO?

“They’ve certainly been a great tool in 
the toolbox to have for a lot of fantastic 
projects, and quite frankly, we need it 
here in the province, especially when it 
comes to housing.”

He cited a recent monthly report from 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Association of 
Realtors that the average detached home 
in the region passed the $1-million mark 
in December 2021.

“There is such a small supply of invento-
ry on the market, which makes a house 
unattainable for just about everybody. 
There are ways we can increase sup-
plies, looking at MZOs, that fit the bill to 

be able to build homes and better build 
communities - I think they’re very effec-
tive tools when used properly.”

Q: Typically, an MZO is used by the gov-
ernment to fast-track development in 
emergencies. Is there an emergent na-
ture to the MZO in this case?

MPP Harris: “When you’re trying to build 
the economy back through COVID-19, 
when you’re looking to increase housing 
supply, when you’re looking to bolster 
long-term care - these things could be 
considered certainly right now, an emer-
gent process.

“One thing that MMHA Minister [Steve] 
Clark and our government has been very 
clear about is that we will not issue an 
MZO unless the position has been rati-
fied by the municipal council.”

Q: At the council meeting, 14 residents 
came forward to voice their opinion on 
the MZO, citing their concerns about a 
loss of prime farmland, and the lack of 
public consultation by going this route. 
How would you respond to those con-
cerns?

MPP Harris: “Due diligence still has to be 
done. There’s not a final decision that has 
been made here.

When we look at growth in Wilmot town-
ship studied for the last decade, the area 
is within the settlement boundaries of 
Baden. The mayor of the township has 
said that growth should be taking place. 
It seems like an area that has been sort of 
scheduled for growth, but I’m not passing 
any judgment until more due diligence is 
done.

I think there have been studies that have 
shown that this particular area of farm-
land is not as fertile as other areas in 
Wilmot township.

Quite frankly, I’m not the one who decides 
whether this is something that should go 
forward. It’s really up to the municipal 
council to decide whether to endorse the 
MZO. That said, we need housing here in 
the region. This project, from what I’ve 
seen so far, addresses that issue.”

Q: In what instances has an MZO been 
effective?

MPP Harris: “We’ve been able to build 
housing, we’ve been able to build long-
term care homes that would have taken 
years to go through processes, through 
rezoning, councils, municipal plans, and 
all kinds of different things.”

Moving forward

This past weekend, council held an edu-
cation session to learn more about MZOs 
from the Township Solicitor on January 
10. Council will host an additional infor-
mational gathering special council meet-
ing on February 14 before officially con-
sidering Cathet’s application in an open 
meeting on February 28.

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Wilmot council members and staff discuss the MZO after the delegations presentations at 
the special January 4 meeting.

An in-depth look at the proposed MZO housing 
development in Wilmot
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Andrea Ziegler—Dancer, Choreographer, Yogi

By Nancy Silcox

When she wasn’t pounding balls on the 
W-O volleyball court, keeping her place 
on the school’s honour roll, or adding her 
voice to the school’s music program, An-
drea Ziegler was dancing.

She’d been a student of the Josephine 
Both School of Dance in Cambridge since 
she was three, and was a star on the dance 
floor too. Not that she had the dancer’s 
stereotypical long and lean body. Nope!

This sprite was 5 foot 2 inches of spunk, 
athleticism and talent.

Those qualities served her well in Ryer-
son University’s Dance program—so well 
that they landed her a spot in Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera,” 
playing to sold-out audiences at Toronto’s 
Pantages Theatre.

Andrea’s role did a tribute to her physi-
cal abilities and energies. She joined the 
company as one of six in the ballet cho-
rus, played the iconic monkey who dances 
on the music box in the musical’s opening 
scene.

She then moved up to understudy the 
principal role of Meg. When Phantom 
went on tour, Andrea relocated to Vancou-
ver. But more was on the horizon.

An audition to be part of the cast for the 
Las Vegas production of Cirque du Soleil’s 
“Mystère” saw her packing her bags in 
1997 for parts south.

Playing the “Lizard Girl” of that high-en-
ergy production, she found herself (in 
costume) on the cover of Maclean’s Maga-
zine during the run of the show.

And while Andrea’s vibrant personality 
immediately earned her friends with the 
multi-national Cirque du Soleil cast and 
crew members—many of them Canadian, 
the city took some getting used to.

An interview I conducted with her in 2000 
was frank about the adjustment.

“Las Vegas is a city without a soul,” she 
opined. “It has no sense of community. It’s 
just all about money, tourists, casinos and 
the strip.”

Still, this small-town raised gal loved what 
she was doing, and after her time with 
“Mystère,” she toured Europe performing 
with Cirque’s “Quidam.”

After Andrea took a year off to backpack 
around Australia, Celine Dion came call-
ing at her door. The Canadian star was 
beginning a residency at Caesar’s Palace 
in Vegas. Fifty dancers, including New 
Hamburg’s star celebrity, were hired from 
around the world to appear with her in “A 
New Day.”

For the five-year Dion run, she also 
worked as a Dance Captain for the troupe.

Andrea has only kind words for Dion and 
her late husband- manager René Angélil. 
“We were spoiled by them. When you have 
a catered dinner brought in by Wolfgang 

Puck every Saturday, you know this is a 
fine job!”

But, the vigorous lifestyle of Cirque per-
formers does have its end date. Still, she 
calls her body remaining “relatively un-
scathed” from these rigorous years.

In 2007, after a decade of dancing, leaping, 
catapulting and contortions, she moved on 
to be Dance Master with Cirque’s “Viva! 
Elvis” and was promoted to Acrobatic 
Choreographer on “Michael Jackson: One,” 
“Amaluna” and “Kurios.”

Today, family and “home” have continued 
to play a large role in Andrea Ziegler’s 
25-year American show biz career. “I’ve 
remained a Canadian citizen,” she says. 
“Though I have a green card, I’ve never 
applied for American citizenship.”

She spends her summers with her moth-
er, Gregg, who retired from New Hamburg 
to Port Elgin on Lake Huron several years 
ago. The family rejoices too when Andrea’s 
older brother Philip, a theology professor 
who lives in Aberdeen, Scotland and his 
family arrive for holidays.

She’s remained in demand for work in 
Canada too. In 2018, she was approached 
by a production company to work in con-
junction with Cirque du Soleil and Discov-
ery Channel to create a television program 
called “Big Top Academy.”

The show’s premise sees 10 actors/acro-
bats, between 10 and 14 years of age, who 

aspire to become professional circus art-
ists going through the paces of practicing 
and performing. Andrea holds the role of 
script consultant and choreographer on 
the show.

Two seasons of the program are now 
available on TVO Kids, Hulu and other 
streaming networks worldwide. Andrea 
has also consulted on a follow-up movie 
script which she hopes will have her trav-
elling to Montreal to film.

Winters now see Andrea living in Mexi-
co, near the resort town of Puerto Vallarta. 
She’s built a house there and fills any free 
time teaching online and in-person yoga 
and Pilates.

With her 50th birthday arriving next year, 
a number of her same-aged Wilmot and 
W-O friends hope to travel to the sun and 
ocean breezes of her winter home to cele-
brate. “What a wonderful place for all of us 
to turn 50 together,” she laughs.

Keeping Las Vegas contacts strong, she’s 
softened her early assessment of that city.

“I can look back and say I loved Las Vegas. 
There is so much more than ‘the Strip'—
hiking in the mountains, kayaking the riv-
ers. It’s a beautiful area and has a thriving 
artistic community.

“Most people who come to Las Vegas and 
spend four days in the casinos would nev-
er know it is surrounded by such won-
drous nature.”

Andrea Ziegler on the set of Big Top Academy. (Photo contributed)
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Here we are at that time of year, 
when as we gaze out the window, 
we see a raging January blizzard 
or a soggy January thaw or per-
haps something in between. We 
need something to buoy up our 
spirits, and what better can we 
find than a good old-fashioned 
seed catalogue? That always 
works for me.

There are a number of seed 
companies that still produce 
printed seed catalogues, as well 
as having their catalogues post-
ed online. There is no excuse 
for me not to spend much time 
looking over the great amount 
of information in preparation 
for gardening, even though I no 
longer have a garden, just mem-
ories of having worked the soil, 

applying compost and preparing 
to plant the season’s crops. That 
is just like the shopper who likes 
to go to the stores to inspect the 
wares and still comes home with 
nothing.

During my gardening years, it 
was my habit to look for some 
of the more unusual items avail-
able, so at times my garden 
might have a fence of peas, but 
amongst the green vines would 
be pea pods of a distinctive blue 
colour. Even if they were not the 
best-flavoured peas, somewhat 
bitter, they could not be missed 
in picking. Then also was my tri-
al run at growing a red variety of 
brussels sprouts. This was not to 
be, for the sprouts were not larg-
er than peas, and hardly worth 
harvesting. For some years, we 
grew a large bed of beautiful 
tulips, and they were almost 
prize-winners year after year. 
But there was the year someone 
gave us a few tulip bulbs, which 
we planted. The next year all our 
tulips turned to mush, due no 
doubt to some fungus which ar-
rived with the gift bulbs. The soil 
must have been contaminated as 
the following years brought no 
success in growing tulips.

One year the temptation to grow 
strawberry popcorn overcame 

me. The day they were harvest-
ed, it had rained heavily, and 
they were all wet when picked. 
We placed them all on the patio 
to sun-dry, but coming back lat-
er, they all had disappeared. No 
doubt the squirrels were grate-
ful, but didn’t show it as one day 
they dug up and ate all my beet 
crops. My tales of woe may not 
be of interest to our readers, but 
they were good lessons for an 
aspiring gardener like me.

There are many rewards though 
we have found. Remember the 
wonderful sweet scent of a 
freshly picked bouquet of sweet 
peas? Flower scents were one 
of my interests as I would walk 
about the garden to pick up the 
oily scent of the peonies, the 
sharp distinctive smell of the ge-
raniums, and the sweet scent of 
the flowering tobacco in the still 
evening air. For some years, we 
also had grown moonflowers as 
they were called by the lady who 
gave us the seed pod. In time we 
found that, it was called Datu-
ra, and though the large white 
flowers which opened late in the 
day had a wonderful, interesting 
scent, all parts of the flower and 
plant were poisonous.

Snacking was also a habit of 
mine, picking a handful of red 

raspberries from the canes I 
had planted; a few of the rath-
er tart ground cherries; a cou-
ple of pea pods just ready for 
picking and eating out of hand. 
Let’s not forget pulling a small 
carrot or cherry tomatoes and 
nibbling. Also, at the right time 
of year when the asparagus was 
just about four inches in height, 
had picked a few stalks and en-
joyed the fresh taste. My special 
interest in black raspberries (not 
blackberries which are differ-
ent) resulted in a steady battle 
with the robins and squirrels, as 
they were able to snatch them 
just before ripening, and it was 
possible for me to pick some of 
those left.

One item from the garden which 
my mother loved to make was 
a sandwich that contained one 
large nasturtium leaf between 
two slices of bread fresh from 
“Joker” Miller’s bakeshop. That 
was a nice hot weather treat 
with a sharp tang and peppery 
flavour. There also was the fresh 
sprig of peppergrass to be nib-
bled or placed in a sandwich.

For a few years, we enjoyed 
watching the slow unfurling of 
the buds of the evening prim-
rose at sunset. As the light slow-
ly waned, the buds would un-

wind and open each within a 
minute or so. We had been given 
the seeds of the plant by an older 
lady who had devoted her time 
to care for not just her garden 
but her centenarian mother.

Among my descendants are sev-
eral who have abandoned their 
mischievous early days and have 
become devoted gardeners who 
begin buying seeds and start-
ing them early to have plantings 
ready when the danger of frost 
has gone. Several of them have 
built raised beds for gardening, 
making it easier to weed and 
harvest. Some of them also have 
opted to try new and different 
seed catalogue offerings.

It is said that age confers more 
wisdom—or do we just have more 
time to think about things?—we 
can take that time to reflect on 
memories of our gardens and 
our enjoyment and reliance on 
them. Our First Nations people 
long ago realized their connec-
tion with Mother Earth, how the 
inter-relationship worked, and 
the need to preserve and protect 
it. We need to do the same.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.
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ANYTHING BUT MERRY: Is Anything Ever Going to Change?

Two weeks ago, it was the lon-
gest night in the northern hemi-
sphere, which is the day with the 

fewest minutes of daylight in the 
entire year. Since that time, days 
have been becoming impercep-
tibly longer, little by little, barely 
noticeable to the casual observ-
er. Even though days have start-
ed to lengthen, we are still in 
the deep of winter, and nothing 
seems to have changed.

In my experience, change is not 
at all like a light switch that is 
definitively on or off. Rather, 
it is like a dimmer switch that 
gradually moves from darkness 
to increasingly greater amounts 
of light. Change is generally a 
gradual process taking place 
over weeks, or months, or even 
years. An infant grows from two 

cells into a fully formed human 
being over the course of nine 
months, with practically no no-
ticeable changes in the expect-
ant mother for the first sever-
al months. It is often the same 
when people attempt to make 
changes in their own lives. They 
could be working at something 
for months on end, and believe 
nothing is changing because 
they cannot see any difference. 
If we are not paying close at-
tention, we may not notice the 
change that is occurring, and we 
may be unaware there is gradu-
ally more and more light in our 
lives.

One of the privileges of being a 

psychotherapist is the opportu-
nity to witness the often small, 
imperceptible changes taking 
place in people’s lives. Often the 
changes that occur are not even 
noticeable by the individuals 
themselves until they are invited 
to observe more closely. When a 
companion helps to notice what 
is happening and shares their 
observations, the changes can 
be seen more clearly, thus allow-
ing people to acknowledge the 
changes they are experiencing 
and perhaps become more opti-
mistic about future changes.

As we enter the third calendar 
year amid a pandemic, we may 
begin to feel like nothing will 

ever change. Or we may be dis-
couraged by our efforts to make 
changes in our own lives, which 
seemingly yield little to no re-
sults. Sometimes all we need is 
another set of eyes to bear wit-
ness to the changes taking place. 
A trusted friend, a clergy mem-
ber, or a counsellor can offer a 
new perspective to help notice 
the extra minute of daylight or 
the drips rolling off the icicle, 
indicating springtime is on its 
way.

(Chip Bender is a counsellor at 
the Interfaith Counselling Centre 
in New Hamburg. Opinions ex-
pressed are those of the author.)

By Chip Bender 
RP(q)
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EXPERT ADVICE: Winners and Marshalls: The Wild Wild West of Fashion Retailers

Navigating fashion retailers in 
the Region of Waterloo doesn’t 
have to be complicated… if you 
know what you’re doing. In my 
last article, I talked about the val-
ue of the Bay both from a physi-
cal store and online perspective. 
For the person beginning their 
stylistic journey, this is the place 
to start.

For a little more of the wild wild 
west shopping experience, wel-
come to Winners and Marshalls. 
Along with Home Sense, these 
two brands are managed and 
owned by TJX Companies in 
Canada. Marshalls appears on 
both sides of the border. Winners 
corresponding nameplate in the 
U.S. is T.J. Maxx.

What is the business model that 
these two brands are built on? If 
you were to ask me what that is, 
these would be my words:

1.) Both are basically clearance 

houses for designers like Hil-
figer, Polo, Perry Ellis etc. These 
could be on the Winners and 
Marshalls racks for a number 
of reasons. Over productions, 
slow-moving colours from last 
season, or sizes/colours/fits that 
big retailers did not select for 
their coming season. Their pric-
ing is anywhere between 20-60% 
off other retailers (The Bay for 
our purposes)

2.) They distribute little-known 
brands that are mostly based in 
the U.S. or Europe.

Off the TJX website and in 
their own words: “We buy from 
all kinds of vendors: big brand 
names to boutique, designer la-
bels, as well as up-and-coming 
labels, and exciting gems from 
around the globe. We also have 
some merchandise manufac-
tured for us to bring you ex-
ceptional fashion and quality 
at amazing prices. Our buyers 
choose many different colors, 
styles, fabrics, and materials, so 
there are always lots of great 
choices for you.”

One of my key building blocks 
to creating your own style is to 
take away as much aggravation 
as possible along the way. One 
critical element to this is finding 
retailers in close proximity that 
carry multiple lines, are self-
serve, and are reasonably priced. 
In that regard, there is a Winners 
at Sunrise Center and one at the 

corner of Erb and Ira Needles. 
The closest Marshalls is on the 
Boardwalk near the Walmart and 
beside The Brick.

But what is the difference be-
tween these two retail brands 
when it comes to men’s fashion 
specifically? I have never been 
comfortable with how industry 
analysts and TJX themselves po-
sition the two. The Winners au-
dience is supposed to appeal to 
people with some style and fash-
ion awareness, while Marshalls 
is intended to overlap somewhat 
with that demographic but is also 
intended to serve a wider market 
by offering more home and fam-
ily products. If that’s true, then 
why does Marshalls carry men’s 
shoes and not Winners?

And I am talking nice shoes. I 
have picked up Ben Sherman 
summer loafers. Full retail: $95. 
Marshalls: $35. Cole Haan suede 
Oxfords with broguing in seal 
gray. Those shoes are $129, and 
I paid $64. And if I buy outer-
wear from either location, it will 
most likely be from Marshalls—
they just seem to have a better 
selection of styles, Designers 
and colours in jackets and coats. 
You will however, find the same 
mainstream items flowing into 
both stores at the same time of 
the year….eg: Polo and Hilfiger 
sweaters in the Fall and golf 
shirts in the Spring.

So why would I go to Winners at 

all? Because you just never know 
what you’re going to get at these 
stores, and if I’m in pursuit of a 
particular piece, I will try them 
all. Or simply because I’m in the 
area for another reason and just 
drop in for a quick browse. I have 
picked up some of my favourite 
pieces on one of these drop-ins. 
This behaviour is part of anoth-
er important fashion pillar that I 
stand on, and that is never buy 
clothes while you’re in a hurry 
or under pressure. More on that 
later.

Okay, let’s talk about strategy 
when you walk into one of these 
stores. I usually go in with a pur-
pose. For example, I’m looking 
for a new pair of blue summer 
loafers because my old ones are 
wearing out or became damaged. 
Or, as I said above, you can pick 
up some fantastic pieces on just 
a drop in.

First, get to know where the 
men’s section is in each of our lo-
cal Winners and Marshalls. And 
in the case of Marshalls, where 
the shoes are as well. So what do 
you do when you get to the men’s 
section? Again, familiarity is the 
key. Usually posted at the end of 
every rack is a sign, albeit small, 
that tells you what is on that par-
ticular rack, for example, long 
sleeve shirts or sweaters. Get to 
know where those racks are in 
the section. Once you do get to 
know the section, you’ll notice 
that sizes are grouped together, 

and those sizes are marked by 
a colour ring on the neck of the 
hanger. Getting to know your size 
and which designers look best on 
you is something we’ll discuss in 
a later piece.

This is all part of the “reduce the 
aggravation” strategy. It’s a bit of 
work upfront, but once you know 
where the store is, where the 
section is and where each item 
is racked in the section, your life 
becomes easier. The secret to 
shopping at Winners and Mar-
shalls is frequent yet quick visits.

Next week, I will cover how I 
personally use Marshalls and 
Winners and how they fit into my 
fashion retailer ecosystem.

“Style is just fashion filtered 
through your personality.”

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. 
His belief is that every guy has a 
style of their own. When it’s dis-
covered, it empowers and builds 
confidence. Scott has appeared 
several times on RogersTV Kitch-
ener as a guest on DAYTIME. His 
writing has been republished by 
LinkedIn Top Influencer and INC. 
Magazine contributing editor, 
Jeff Haden. He has also written 
several pieces for the Baden Out-
look. You can follow Scott on Ins-
tagram @everydaystylebyscott or 
on LinkedIn @scottdunstall. Feel 
free to ask questions or propose 
collaborations: everydaystyleby-
scott1@gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

Two people charged after break-and-enter in Wilmot

Two Waterloo Region residents were arrested and 
charged after a report of a break-and-enter in the area 
of Hillfield Drive and Riverview Avenue in Wilmot 
Township.

On January 3, at about 6:35, police received the break 
and enter. As a result of the investigation, a 33-year-old 
Kitchener male was arrested and charged with break 
and enter and possession of stolen property over $5,000.

A 24-year-old Kitchener female was arrested and 
charged with possession of stolen property over $5,000, 
possession of suspected fentanyl, possession of a stolen 
credit card, and two counts of possession of stolen iden-
tity documents. Both parties were held in custody for a 
bail hearing.

Stolen snowmobile and trailers around Perth County

Since November, a number of items have been stolen 
from properties in Perth County, including a trailer in 
Perth East.

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are 
investigating three stolen property incidents, dating 
back to November 2021.

On December 27, the Perth County OPP received a re-
port of a trailer theft, which occurred around Decem-
ber 25 at a property on Perth Road 121 in Perth East. 
The suspect entered the property in a Ford F150 pick-
up truck and stole an aluminum 2016 Weber Lane 10x6 
trailer. The trailer is valued at about $4000 and is still 
missing.

Two other incidents involved the theft of a $6,000 snow-
mobile in West Perth, and an $8,000 trailer in Listowel, 
both of which are still missing.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at 
www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anon-
ymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 

leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

Perth East resident charged with domestic violence

The Perth County OPP has charged a Perth East resi-
dent after an assault during a domestic incident.

Police were called to an address on Line 34 on Decem-
ber 16, just after 9:30 p.m., for two people who were 
having an argument. During the investigation, it was 
determined that one person involved in the argument 
had assaulted the other. There were no serious injuries 
as a result of the assault.

A 42-year-old Perth East result was arrested and 
charged with assault - spousal. The accused has been 
released from custody and is scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice at a later date to answer to the 
charge.

Victims of sexual assault and domestic violence are not 
alone. If you or someone you know is in need of support, 
local resources are available to help, including Victim 
Services Bruce Grey Perth at 1-866-376-9852. Those in 
an immediate crisis should dial 911.

NEWS BRIEFS

Letter to the Editor:
An important issue has surfaced in Wilmot. Council is 
being asked to approve a Ministry Zoning Order (MZO) 
application that would permit development on farmland 
bordering on Nafziger Road south of Waterloo Street. 
Once approved, developments authorized by MZO’s do 
not have to adhere to local planning regulations and en-
vironmental protections. Waterloo Region has a long his-
tory of smart growth, including the establishment of the 

Countryside Line which protects farmland. Wilmot Coun-
cil’s approval of the MZO application could have long term 
consequences for this community and the entire region.

Concerns raised by this application include the adequa-
cy of infrastructure, especially sewage; the impact on the 
township’s goal of taking action on climate change; and 
the risks of the nearby fertilizer plant. The proposed de-

velopment needs to be carefully evaluated, not approved 
in haste. Approving the MZO application will not allow 
for this. Residents of Wilmot need to let their councillors 
know that they want their community’s developments to 
adhere to the usual planning process, including public in-
put, and do not support approval of the MZO.

Dorothy Wilson, New Hamburg
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BINGO! Baden’s Katie Morrison has a winning start 
to the new year

By Nigel Gordijk

Katie Morrison had an irresistible urge to 
scream during a phone conversation with 
Lillianne Dunstall on Dec. 30.

“She answered the phone, and I identi-
fied myself,” recalled Dunstall. “I said, ‘I 
have one word for you – Bingo! She was 
thrilled, and she screamed.”

“It was exciting to get the phone call,” said 
Morrison.

The Baden resident won the $1,000 top 
prize in the Shop Local Bingo draw, which 
took place at New Hamburg’s Puddicombe 
House.

The bingo game was created to bring more 
customers into local businesses and help 
boost holiday sales. Players had their bin-
go cards stamped at each participating 
venue they visited, before dropping off 
their entries at libraries throughout Wil-
mot.

Morrison said, “It feels good to shop local 
and support people in our community. I 
always love a good competition too, so this 
was a win-win. We did shop at two new 
places for our family, and also shopped at 
some of our regular favourites.”

She’s planning on spending her winnings 
at businesses all over Wilmot.

The community-wide initiative began 
in November 2021, when Dunstall was 
searching for a way to help local business-
es who were facing their second COVID-
era holiday season. Her husband, Scott, 
thought a fun game might encourage peo-
ple to visit businesses, and their daugh-

ter, Chantalle Hepburn, suggested a bingo 
game.

After Dunstall shared her plan in Wilmot 
Stronger Together, Stephanie Goertz, who 
is one of the group’s administrators and a 
serial volunteer, responded by suggesting 
a meeting at Baden Coffee. They quickly 
developed a plan before launching the 
game across the township.

“That was only about two weeks after we 
met each other,” said Goertz.

This is the first project the pair have 
worked on together, and Dunstall enjoyed 
their collaboration. “We seem to comple-
ment each other. Stephanie was able to 
do a lot of the technology stuff, and I was 
more familiar with the business aspect.”

Goertz agreed. “I think it worked out re-
ally well. Even though we didn’t map out 
this whole project, we really trusted each 
other.”

She praised the Township of Wilmot and 
the New Hamburg Board of Trade, as well 
as the almost 90 local businesses that took 
part. The Board of Trade donated $1,000 
for the winner, Allan Beach Roofing pro-
vided the $500 second prize, while Premi-
um Roofing and Dressed to Deliver each 
gave $250 for two runners-up. The Town-
ship printed the bingo cards.

Ward 3 councillor Barry Fisher said, “The 
event was a great success for not only lo-
cal businesses, especially during the on-
going pandemic, but also great fun for 
Wilmot residents. My thanks go out to 
organizers Lillianne Dunstall, Stephanie 
Goertz, and the many volunteers, spon-

sors, and township staff who contributed 
to this program.”

Wilmot’s Shop Local Santa was also full 
of compliments for the organizers. “Com-
munity spirit isn’t something that can be 
legislated. It needs to come from the heart 
and the pride in where you live. Steph and 
Lillianne exemplify this.”

According to Dunstall’s data, the game 
resulted in 727 store visits and 644 pur-
chases.

Laurie Ferrede, owner of Is This Chair 
Taken, welcomed the new customers who 
visited her gift shop.

“It was great to see several new faces pop-
ping in with their bingo cards and being 
pleasantly surprised to discover what a 
great little local shop we have,” she said. “A 
few shoppers expressed that they’d never 
been in before, and that they would defi-
nitely be back.”

Ferrede would love to see the game being 
played again. “It provided timely support 
and encouragement to business owners 
who need to feel valued by their commu-
nity.”

Michelle Pacheco’s You’re Welcome Char-
cuterie doesn’t have a bricks-and-mortar 
presence, so she takes orders for curated 
charcuterie boxes through her website. 
Her business is a showcase for local prod-
ucts, she said.

“When I saw that Lillianne and Steph 
had posted about it in Wilmot Stronger 
Together, I jumped on the opportunity 
to get involved in any which way I can. 
I think we’ve got a fantastic community 

(and) we’re not necessarily quite aware of 
what’s available in this area.”

She noticed a lot of interest from residents 
from Wilmot and beyond, many of whom 
were interested in where her products are 
sourced. “That was really key for me.”

Pacheco also said she’d participate again if 
Shop Local Bingo returns.

The need to support local businesses be-
came even more pressing when the gov-
ernment moved the province into a mod-
ified Step Two on Jan. 5, in an attempt to 
curb the rapidly rising numbers of Omi-
cron COVID cases. Until at least Jan. 26, 
restaurants are restricted to offering 
take-out and delivery only, with no indoor 
dining. Other businesses are dealing with 
a limited customer capacity or having to 
close temporarily.

Dunstall suggested supporting businesses 
that offer take-out and delivery, as well as 
buying gift cards for later use.

Goertz also plans to start ordering more 
take-out again. “But we can’t forget about 
the other businesses that aren’t food-re-
lated,” she cautioned. “Many have websites 
or an account on Facebook or Instagram. 
Also, many of our local farm-fresh busi-
nesses deliver straight to your door. Take 
advantage of this if you’re worried about 
going into the grocery store.”

The pair are hoping to get people moving 
again with a summer hopscotch game, and 
they’re planning the return of Shop Local 
Bingo for the next holiday season.

Dunstall joked, “Maybe next time we’ll do 
it without two weeks’ notice to pull it off.”

Shop Local Bingo helped support about 90 businesses across Wilmot in December, resulting in 727 store visits and 644 purchases

Shop Local Bingo’s organizers and some of its sponsors attended the prize draw ceremony 
at Puddicombe House. From left: Game sponsor Allan Beach, organizers Stephanie Goertz 
and Lillianne Dunstall, New Hamburg Board of Trade president Lyle Cressman, and Wilmot’s 
Mayor Les Armstrong.

Katie Morrison and her son Taylor celebrated after winning $1,000 in the Shop Local Bingo 
prize draw.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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By Lee Griffi

Oxford County and a few local area mu-
nicipalities have agreed to road trans-
fers to improve how efficiently roads are 
managed. These changes were identified 
as part of the 2019 Oxford County Trans-
portation Master Plan and East Zorra-Ta-
vistock has three roads that made the list.

- Oxford County will assume ownership 
of  16th Line between  Oxford Road 4 
to Oxford Road 8. This portion of the 16th 
Line will be identified as Oxford Road 60.

- Oxford County will assume ownership 
of Maplewood Sideroad from Oxford Road 
59 to Oxford Road 5. Maplewood Sideroad 
will additionally be identified as Oxford 
Road 28.

- East Zorra-Tavistock will assume own-
ership of the access road off Oxford Road 
2.  The access road will continue to be 
known as Highway 2 and will be removed 
from the County’s network.

Frank Gross is the Manager of Transpor-
tation and Waste Management for Oxford 

County. He says the last major road ratio-
nalization occurred in 2009. “Its good to 
do a periodic review of the road network 
to ensure that, in this case, the County 
Road network is continuing to function 
as intended. The overall functionality of 
the network is to provide connectivity be-
tween municipalities as well as through 
the County to neighbouring municipali-
ties.”  

Gross says one of the main factors in mov-
ing ownership of some roads to Oxford 
County is the amount of traffic. “If local 
roads are seeing higher traffic volumes 
over time due to development, it makes 
sense to upload those roads to the County 
where it would see a higher design stan-
dard to handle the higher volumes.”

Gross adds that the changes are essen-
tially seamless, and residents won’t no-
tice any difference. “There is no address 
change  to homes or businesses along 
these road sections. The only change is 
the receiving municipality will assume re-
sponsibility for road all road repairs and 
maintenance, including snow plowing.”

By Stewart Grant

A welcome Christmas bonus arrived in the 
mailboxes of many area people and orga-
nizations last month, as a result of the de-
mutualization of Economical Mutual Insur-
ance Company.

Based on the small sample surveyed by the 
Gazette, checks provided to Economical 

policyholders were of varying amounts but 
were four-digit dollar figures, ranging from 
$3,800 to $8,000. The checks were issued 
by Definity Financial Corporation, which is 
the new parent company of Economical. In 
November, Definity’s Initial Public Offering 
under ticker symbol DFY raised was the 
largest IPO of 2021 in Canada.

“As an eligible policyholder, you have 

helped make history happen, as part of 
the very first demutualization of its kind 
in Canada – one that has forged a dynamic 
leading Canadian P&C insurer focused on 
the promise to make insurance better, and 
created the brand new Definitty Insurance 
Foundation that received $100 million to 
help support efforts to reduce the effects 
of social and economic inequality, increase 

the health and well-being of marginal-
ized people, and slow the speed of climate 
change,” read the cover letter from John 
Bowey, Board Chair of Economical.

The financial benefits to policyholders 
were calculated in accordance with the 
Conversion Plan approved at the May 2021 
special meeting of eligible policyholders.

Road Transfers Between East Zorra-Tavistock and 
Oxford County Completed

Economical Insurance demutualizes

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) There are a shortage of PCR tests in the 
Pandemic.What do the letters PCR stand 
for? 

2) Who wrote the novel Gulliver’s Travels?   

3) How many bones are in the human skull? 

4) Who was the first boxer to beat 
Muhammed Ali as a professional? 

5) What is the collective name for a group of 
peacocks? 

6) In Greek mythology who flew too close to 
the sun and fell to his death when his wax 
wings melted? 

7) How many strings are on a viola? 

8) In which country is the site of the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon? 

9) Who was the first person in space?

10)What Age followed the Bronze Age?

Answers found on page 30
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Constituency Office
519-669-2090 

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

Wishing you  
and your family a  

HAPPY  
NEW YEAR!

By Gary West

The Christmas Kettle Campaign 
that kicked off in December for 
the local Salvation Army raised 
well above their fundraising 
goal this year in the Perth Coun-
ty area.

The Salvation Army’s Christmas 
Kettle Campaign is an annual 
charitable event that takes place 
during the Christmas season. 
The event raises money for the 
work the Salvation Army does 
and boosts the organization’s 
visibility and awareness.

Money is still being counted for 
the Stratford and St. Marys ar-
eas, but it looks like they’ll sur-
pass their campaign goal. The 
kettles themselves that were 
situated at various retail outlets 
netted over $160,000. Combined 
with additional targets that in-
cluded $192,000 from the let-
ter appeal. The total campaign 
raised well over $350,000.

Jen Hayter, a Salvation Army co-
ordinator, said that funds raised 
stay in the community to pro-

vide emergency food bank dona-
tions, family services assistance 
for essential household items, 
anger management programs, 
weekly community luncheons, 
tax preparation workshops, 
Christmas hampers and toys 
for families without the means 
to celebrate Christmas, blan-
ket outreach for distribution of 
warm blankets to those strug-
gling to secure proper indoor 
shelter, and much more.

They would like to thank all the 
volunteers, who are the most im-
portant component of the Kettle 
campaign. Completely filling all 
shifts at all locations for just one 
day required more than 60 vol-
unteers. They also stated that 
one two-hour shift can equate to 
as much as 25 mail-in donations.

Hayter also said that without 
the cooperation of all the stores 
and businesses in the area, they 
would not be able to achieve the 
goals they have reached. She 
thanks everyone for their cash 
donations to help people in need 
at a difficult time of year.

A local success story at Christmas: The Salvation 
Army Kettle Campaign

Pictured two days before Christmas at the Sobey’s Kettle is volunteer Chris O'Brien and Salvation Army coordi-
nator Jen Hayter.



9Thursday, January 13, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

167 Years Gone in a Matter of Hours

The house that stood at 339 Peel Street since 1854 was demolished on December 21. Property developer Ritz Homes intends to erect two new homes on this 
large lot.  (Photo Credit: Kristen Hahn)

By Veronica Reiner

The Region of Waterloo Library - which 
has branches in New Hamburg, Baden, 
New Dundee and Wellesley - rang in the 
new year fine free.

The late fees that once applied to all late 
physical materials (books, DVDs, etc.) are 
now a thing of the past as of January 1, 
2022. These late fees on these items origi-
nally ranged from $0.15 to $1 per day, with 
a maximum fine of $15. Cost recovery for 
lost or damaged items is not affected.

Members of the region’s Library Commit-
tee voted in favour of the proposed policy 
change at a committee meeting in early 
December; that decision was formalized at 
a December 15 regional council meeting.

Wilmot Mayor, Library Committee Chair 
and Regional Councillor Les Armstrong 
said the removal of fines would improve 
access and remove barriers to library ser-
vices across the community.

“Ultimately, our goal is to ensure we’re 
offering equitable service that enables li-
brary resources for everyone,” he said. “Li-
braries everywhere are evolving into more 
welcoming and inclusive spaces – and this 
is a great step in that direction for us.”

The region’s libraries join a growing 
movement of libraries eliminating over-
due fees. More than 270 libraries across 
North America have transitioned to fine 
free. The region said the results of this 
have been positive, with increases in card-

holders, circulation and public support.

“Throughout the pandemic, even though 
we chose to not charge overdue fines, the 
majority of folks continued to return their 
items on time. This demonstrates that the 
punitive nature of fines is not motivation-
al,” said Sheryl Tilley, Manager of Library 
Services.

“What fines actually do is prevent access 
to library resources. Removing barriers 
is a much more productive way to invite 
people in and support our communities.”

Another benefit of eliminating overdue 
fines, according to the region, is allowing 
library staff to focus on developing core li-
brary services that positively impact com-
munities.

 “There is much more on the horizon for 
our Library,” said Helen Chimirri-Russel, 
the region’s Director of Cultural Services. 
“We are constantly evolving services to 
include more of what is relevant to the 
broader community, from lending gam-
ing consoles to walkable story telling 
to the new seed library, there is a lot of 
good work going on to centre our services 
around the community.”

Residents of the region can sign up for a 
free membership to the Region of Water-
loo Library at rw.library.ca/newlibrary-
cards, valid at any 10 branches operated 
by the region, including access to all on-
line resources and programming.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo organized an 
emergency child care program for parents 
and guardians who work in critical health-
care and other front line services starting 
on January 10.

To be eligible, at least one parent/guardian 
in the home must be a:

- frontline healhcare work providing 
in-person care (including hospital and 
acute care staff, medical first responders; 

pharmacists and pharmacy assistants and 
community health care workers); 

- frontline police and fire personnel; 

- long term care home employee; 

- individual working in a homeless shelter 
or providing services to people experienc-
ing homelessness; 

- frontline worker in congregate care set-
tings; 

- person working in correctional institu-

tions, or

- worker essential to frontline child care 
and education. 

Both parents must work out of the home, 
and children must be of school age. The 
province will cover fees. Healthcare and 
critical frontline service workers can apply 
through the application form on the Region 
of Waterloo website. According to the re-
gion, the order families are placed in care 
will be based on many factors, including 
the “urgency of need.”

All child care providers meet health and 
safety requirements based on guidance 
from the region’s public health unit and 
the province. Even with all these strict pro-
cesses in place, there may be disruptions to 
service due to illness of students attending, 
or the staff providing care.

Please visit the Region of Waterloo website 
for more information about the program, 
including locations. Currently, there is a 
waitlist for applications.

No more late fees at the Region of Waterloo libraries

Region offering emergency childcare as of January 10
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Franklin & Donna Hinz

With
Our Thanks,

 

  Have a
  Happy &
Prosperous
     2022
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By Gary West

A local Shakespeare company has become 
“WELL known over south and central 
Ontario for providing well water services 
and water treatment for the past 65 years. 
Weitzel Pumps and Water Treatment ser-
vices not only for the agricultural com-
munity, but also residences, along with 
industrial and municipal clients in the Re-
gion of Waterloo, Perth County, Wellesley 
Township, Oxford County, and the munici-
palities of Kincardine and Orangeville.

The history of the company extends back 
to the 1950s, when Mel Boshart became 
the plumbing and water supply specialist 
for rural municipal treatment systems. In 
1975, installation and plumbing portions 
of the company were sold to Don Weitzel 
and renamed Weitzel Pumps and Water 
Treatment based in Shakespeare.

Boshart Industries began and concentrat-
ed only on the manufacturing of well and 
water treatment equipment and supplies. 
In 1996, when Wayne Jantzi from nearby 
Wellesley bought the company, he focused 
on water treatment and distribution for 
farm and agricultural applications and in-

dustrial and municipal installs.

The company concentrated on the instal-
lation and service of a wide variety of sub-
mersible pumps up to 300 hp. The compa-

ny also designs the installation of numer-
ous municipal and private drinking water 
systems utilizing treatment processes 
such as filtration, chemical addition and 

UV technology for disinfection. Weitzel 
Pumps is involved with various environ-
mental sites, where collection treatment 
controls and monitoring are required.

In a recent interview, owner Wayne Jantzi 
also said they employ licensed plumbers 
by trade that provide plumbing services 
for new barn or new home installations 
and a variety of water treatment in sales 
and service of ultraviolet, iron filters, re-
verse osmosis and water softeners. He 
states that the care and maintenance of 
well water systems are essential to the 
well-being of all farmers and residences.

Jantzi says they are on duty 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. This is because 
if a farmer’s water system fails, in the ex-
treme heat of the summer, animals large 
or small have to be taken care of imme-
diately, when water is so essential to the 
well-being of their livestock. It could also 
be said that even residential applications 
have to be looked after in a very timely 
fashion since water is taken for granted 
until it’s not there. Weitzel Pumps and Wa-
ter Treatment is a small company respon-
sible for big results.

A local company that keeps the water flowing

Pictured last week is a very busy Wayne Jantzi, heading out on a call from Shakespeare for 
Weitzel Pumps.

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

Some East-Zorra Tavistock businesses are 
now feeling the effects of the most recent 
round of restrictions handed out by the 
provincial government. Local restaurants 
and Tavistock’s only gym are enduring 
the most of the measures, which Premier 
Doug Ford says are meant to “blunt the 
latest wave” of COVID-19.

Southwestern Public Health’s Medical Of-
ficer of Health, Dr. Joyce Lock, says while 
no one wants businesses closed but she 
does approve of the measures announced 
by the Ford government. ““While no one 
wanted to see the shutdown of any local 
business, the sheer number of cases fu-
elled by the Omicron variant of COVID-19 
required action. Ontario needed to reduce 
the number of people found in an enclosed 
setting at any given time, and to temporar-
ily close settings that bring people togeth-
er unmasked for longer periods of time, 
like gyms and restaurants. I support mea-
sures designed to slow Covid’s transmis-
sion and take pressure off our health care 
system so that hospital beds are available 
to everyone who needs them.”

Dr. Lock adds that everyone needs to un-
derstand the severity of the number of 
cases and how fast COVID-19 is current-
ly spreading. “It is very important for the 
community to understand that the num-
ber of positive tests are very, very under 
representative of the actual numbers of 
people with COVID-19 as access to tests 
has been limited for the past few weeks 
due to volume. We need to behave as if 
COVID-19 is all around us and follow all 
public health guidance with great vigi-
lance, no matter what figures you see on 
local dashboards.”

Here is some local reaction to the latest 
round of business lockdowns by the prov-
ince:

Quehls Restaurant – Brian and Cindy 
Larsen, Owners

The Larsen’s may not agree with the latest 
closure of indoor dining, but they aren’t 
surprised. Despite their opposition they 
are prepared to follow the rules. “We an-
ticipated this with the numbers rising the 
way they are. We must do what is mandat-
ed but we are always cautious with how 
we operate our business during the pan-
demic.” The restaurant is offering takeout 
and ramping up production of their pre-
packaged means and soups supplied from 
the General Store located on site. 

D and D Homestyle Cuisine – Co-Owner, 
Doug Sparling

Sparling says he isn’t totally surprised al-
though with all the safety precautions in 
place he isn’t sure why the heavy-handed 
measure has been implemented. “Do we 
agree? No. I don’t think customers are at 
risk if we follow the regulations that are 
in place.”  As for what the eatery will do to 
keep sales up for the next few weeks, he 
says the same thing he has done during 
the previous closures. “The plans are 
that we keep a positive attitude and what 
worked in the past got us this far and we 
will go back to take out and curb side pick 
up with the support of the community.”

Andrew Raymer – President, Tavistock 
and Area Chamber of Commerce

Raymer says the shut down is a tough way 
for local businesses to start off in 2022, but 
he believes residents will continue to buy 
local to help cushion the blow. “We need to 

remember to support our local businesses 
that are being impacted by this shut down.  
Remember it not just a business you are 
supporting – you are supporting local jobs, 
the owner and their families.” 

Margaret Sullivan – Owner, Carbon Fit-
ness

Sullivan says she wasn’t surprised by the 
closure of gyms and recreation facilities. 
“I have no income during lockdowns as I 
don’t charge my members fees. During the 
first couple of lockdowns, I did not qual-
ify for any financial supports.” She adds 
she was able to get some money under the 
rent subsidy program and she will apply 
again if it is offered. Sullivan also feels 
there is not a major risk of transmission 
in her gym.

Jason Murray – President, Tavistock Mi-
nor Hockey

Murray says the executive was disap-
pointed to hear the season was put on 
pause, and it was very difficult for every-
one involved in the community as prac-
tices, games and tournaments have been 

cancelled. “We respect that safety must 
always come first and the current rates of 
infection due to the new variant of COVID 
is a clear indication that we have a way to 
go before the pandemic is over. The con-
cern is that we won’t get back on the ice 
this year which is not good for the men-
tal health of our children.” He adds that it 
is unfortunate that teams must deal with 
sacrifices now, and he hopes that the cost 
is worth it. 

Bob Reid – President, Tavistock Curling 
Club

Reid says the club’s executive made the 
decision before this week’s announcement 
to put a hold on curling in the new year. 
“We decided to delay our January 3 open-
ing for the second draw for two weeks, 
prior to the government decision to close 
indoor sports facilities. We are waiting for 
further guidance from the province.” Reid 
says members were informed by letter 
explaining the concern in the increase 
of COVID-19 cases and he expects that 
members understand why the decision 
was made.

Disappointment From Local Businesses Following New 
Pandemic Restrictions



11Thursday, January 13, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

By Gary West

Even though Christmas has come 
and gone, the generosity of farmers 
in the area continues, with the dona-
tion of good quality hay for the Hay 
West program.

The Hay West program is a relief pro-
gram operated by the Canadian Fed-
eration of Agriculture, which involves 
farmers across eastern and central 
Canada to provide hay to drought 
stricken Western livestock producers.

Two days before Christmas Day, or-
ganizers were loading another load 
of hay at the Gary Schade farm, on 
the western outskirts of Milverton, 
on a flatbed trailer donated by Elgin 
Roth Transport of Topping.

Owner Brent Kipfer later unloaded 
the big square bales at Marhaven 
Farms in Drayton. Once unloaded, 
the 1,000 pound bales will be loaded 
onto a cattle pot from Hutton Trans-
port. Organizers needed the Marhav-
en location to use their ramp to load 
the cattle pot with hay.

Funds that have been generously 
donated to Martin Ritsma (Hay West 
2.0) will cover both the local and west 
bound trucking fees. The destination 
is a dairy farmer in Saskatchewan.

The farmer that is in need of feed has 

been identified by a contact from the 
Mennonite Disaster Service in Sas-
katchewan. The hay officially arrived 
in the west in the early New Year, 
undoubtedly a wonderful Christmas 
gift.

This load, like so many others, is the 
result of many generous farmers 
working together - a true partnership 
of good faith - from the hay being do-
nated, to individuals donating their 
money to the support of the Men-
nonite Disaster Service to identify a 
farmer and the trucking companies 
and drivers.  A real community proj-
ect! Hay West 2.0 will continue into 
2022 as many farmers and ranchers 
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta had very little crop to put 
away to winter their livestock. Hay 
and money continue to be received 
and organizer Martin Ritsma may be 
contacted by phone or text at 519-
276-9659 or at martinritsma@gmail.
com.

He would like to say thanks to those 
that have donated. If you have do-
nated, and your hay has not been 
picked up, please reach out to Rits-
ma. A very big problem is obtaining 
truck and drivers to move the hay. He 
again thanks all those farmers for the 
amazing generosity from all across 
Ontario to our friends in the west.

Donated hay from Perth County on its way to western Canada

Just before Christmas, Martin Ritsma loads hay destined for Saskatchewan on the Milverton farm of 
Gary and Mary Schade.
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Michael Lawrence (Mike) Kennedy
In Memory of

Michael Lawrence (Mike) Kennedy

December 3, 1944 – December 27, 2021

In his 77th year, Waterloo Region lost one of its pre-
cious leprechauns. Cherished husband of Linda devot-
ed father of Patrick; loving brother of 4 sisters and 4 
brothers: Anne (Michel) Berube, Reverend Monsignor 
Philip Kennedy C.H.H. (Predeceased), Ayngus (Donna), 
Andy (Nancy), Neil (Martha), Kathleen, Margaret, Clara 
(Barry) Kennedy-Shirley; 17 nieces and nephews, 28 
great nieces and nephews. Mike loved children “adopt-
ing” his neighbour grandchildren on the farm in North 

Bay: Jackson, Emma, Anna, and Alea Culin.

Mike was Wellesley and St. Agatha’s favourite pub/restaurateur. He brought 
welcoming hospitality to everyone he touched; sharing loving regard for his 
and everyone’s visiting families. Those who knew him well share images of 
Mike moving from table to table talking to his customers; stopping briefly for 
a sit down rest to chat with his guests.

He is remembered as a humble, kind and generous man. Never the star in 
the center, always the quiet facilitator of great events. From family reunions 
for the Kennedy generations, community events, parties, and festivals such 
as the Apple Butter and Cheese Festival, the St. Agatha Strawberry Festival, 
Wellesley Slow Pitch and Hockey league gatherings, the list is long. He worked 
tirelessly to ensure all would be right. Never forgetting his Irish heritage, Mike 
shared his culture annually at their family business’, St. Paddy’s Day three day 
festival. It was one of the first Irish festivals of its kind in the Region, host-
ing people from coast to coast; some from the Emerald Isle. Irish music, song, 
dance; the “wee” Doyle dancers a must and unlimited food the itinerary of 
the days. He was a strong supporter of local businesses. A lifelong member of 
the International Lions Club; joining at a very young age in Sudbury, Ontario. 
Mike played on and sponsored numerous hockey teams, making many last-
ing friends. He was Past President of the Wellesley Apple Butter and Cheese 
Festival Committee. Mike was awarded the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal for 
outstanding service to his community. Mike, we will love you forever.

“May the road rise up to meet you;

May the wind always be at you back;

May the sun shine warm upon your face;

And rains fall soft upon your fields;

And until we meet again;

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.”

Relatives and friends were invited to the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron 
Street, New Hamburg, on Monday, January 3, 2022, from 2 – 4 & 6 – 8 p.m. A 
catholic mass took place at St. Agatha Roman Catholic Parish, on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. with Father Tim to officiate. Interment in 
Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo.

Those wishing to attend the funeral mass RSVP'd on the funeral home web-
site as therewere limited numbers allowed with restrictions. Masks and social 
distancing were in place for both the visitation and funeral.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would be accepted to the KW Humane 
Society or KidsAbility and can be done on the funeral home website or by 
contacting the funeral home at 519-662-1661.

Personal condolences and donation information available at www.markjutzifu-
neralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
Martin, Abner S

Passed away peacefully on Christmas Eve, 2021 at 
Nithview Community, New Hamburg.

Devoted husband to Ruth Maxine Martin and loving fa-
ther to Brad (Donna), Dean (Jane), Yvonne (Kirk) and 
Barry (Pam).

Much loved grandfather to Courtney (Drew), Christine 
(Adison), Erica, Angus and Isobel – and great grandfa-
ther to Harlow and Oliver.

Abner outlived all of his siblings - Mildred (Abner B), 
Leonard (Fern) and Earl (Vera) but is fondly remem-
bered by his many nieces and nephews.

Abner was born in the Elmira area in 1924. He grew 
up on his parents' dairy farm and attended the Ontario Agricultural College. In 
1944, Abner and some of his friends who were fellow Mennonite conscientious 
objectors went west to Saskatchewan and ultimately all the way to California to 
work on farms during the war.

On his return, with the help of his father David, Abner purchased his own dairy 
farm in Wilmot Township in 1948 and began a long and successful career as a 
dairy farmer. He and Ruth married in 1949 and were married for 72 years. Abner 
retired from the dairy business in 1977.

Abner never really retired, though, and spent many productive years selling 
DeKalb corn and Alpine fertilizer to the farming community in the Kitchener 
Waterloo area. Abner was passionate about farming, particularly cropping and 
was a great source of advice and counsel to his fellow farmers and his customers.

Abner was also passionate about lawn bowling and spent many happy hours 
with his fellow lawn bowling enthusiasts at the New Hamburg Lawn Bowling 
Club, culminating in a headline in the New Hamburg Independent, titled “Martin 
wins again” of which he was very proud.

Abner was also a long-standing elder of the Shantz Mennonite church and along 
with Ruth, assisted at many church functions and funerals over the years.

Abner will be remembered by his family and all who knew him as an outstand-
ing gentleman who always had time to talk, whether it was a business or political 
conversation or a chat with one of his grandchildren. His deep chuckle was al-
ways a sign that he was enjoying his time with you.

He will be sorely missed but his ever-present optimistic view of life brightened 
all of our days and will ensure that he will not be forgotten.

A small family service was held on January 2nd, 2022.  Interment followed at 
Shantz Mennonite Church.  The family intends to have a memorial service for 
Abner in the spring.

The family would also like to express thanks to the staff at Nithview Community 
– and especially Joy – for their excellent care.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would be accepted to the Mennonite 
Central Committee or the Nithview Community.

Personal condolences and donation information available at www.markjutzifu-
neralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

Happy birthday today, January 13: Happy birthday to Owen Burchatzki (17) and Evalyn 
Gardiner (18).

January 14: Happy birthday to Jared Jutzi (5) and Jordan Hopkins (19).

January 15: Happy birthday to Nathan Brenneman (17) and anniversary for Bill and 
Lynda Mark (51st)

January 16: Happy birthday to Jacob Cook (5), Madilynn Cressman (15) and Keegan 
Riehl (19).

January 17: Happy birthday to Brody Charlton (12), Madison Haynes (19), and Tara 
Ramseyer.

January 18: Happy birthday to Briella Cressman (10).

January 19: Happy birthday to River Murray (5), Anna Mohr and Tyson Zehr.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up?  Let us know at tavistockga-
zette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

FAMILY MILESTONES —
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FAMILY MILESTONES — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
www.graceunitedtavistock.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
(COVID-19 protocols in place) 
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
In-person services are postponed indefinitely
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Open for in-person worship on Sundays at 9:45 
a.m. with limited capacity.  
Full safety protocols in effect. 
You can also catch us online at  
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca
JRSS will resume in the fall!

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson

YANTZI, Nelson, 93
On January 1, 2022, as the snow 
gently fell in the evening hours, 
with angels encamped around, 
Nelson arrived at his heavenly 
home.  

 Nelson was a long time resident of 
Tavistock and area, and since 2013 
resided at Nithview Home in New 
Hamburg. 

He was born on June 14, 1928, sev-
enth child of ten to Jacob R. and 
Mary (Iutzi) Yantzi. 

Nelson had an enthusiasm for life, 
a kindness and creativity that drew others to him.  He enjoyed 
the work in his floor covering business and was committed to 
caring for his wife and family.  Nelson had a strong faith and 
was called to serve in the Mennonite Church and community in 
many areas throughout his life.  His zest for life continued into 
retirement where he could be found playing or marshalling on 
the golf course while hunting for balls to donate to the thrift 
store, knotting comforters, sharing his poetry, or singing in the 
choir with a clear tenor voice.   

Nelson was a loving and supportive father to Carol (Stephen) 
Locke, Wayne (Joan Zehr) Yantzi, and Lorie (John Reimer).  
Special Grandpa to Allison (Sean) Savard, Erin Probert, Tyler 
(Jessica) Yantzi, Dustin (Erin) Yantzi, Stephanie (Trevor) Shantz, 
Isaiah Reimer, and Aaron Reimer.  With a ready smile and a 
twinkle in his eye, Great Grandpa was always delighted to be 
with his 15 great-grandchildren. Fondly remembered by sis-
ter Velma Witzel, sisters-in-law, Elma Yantzi, Edna Yantzi, and 
Jeanette Brenneman; brother-in-law Daniel Ropp and many 
nieces and nephews and their families.  

He was predeceased by his beloved wife, Ruth Fern Zehr, whom 
he married on September 28, 1950, brothers Oliver, William, 
Omer, Andrew, Elmer, and Arthur, sisters, Lucinda and Marie; 
sisters-in-law, Ada (Zehr), Vera (Schultz), Marie (Gingerich), 
Doris (Roth), Margaret Woinoski, Shirley Ropp, brothers-in-law, 
Donald Brenneman, Maurice Witzel, and many friends.    

Private family only visitation will take place on January 6 at 
Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock, Friends and relatives are in-
vited on January 7,  from 2 - 4 pm.; there will be no family in 
attendance.  (Everyone must wear a mask and social distance). 
A private family graveside service will take place at East Zorra 
Mennonite Church cemetery, 16th line, Tavistock on Sunday, 
January 9, 2:00 pm. A celebration of Nelson’s life for the larg-
er community will take place at a later date.  As an expression 
of sympathy donations can be made to the Mennonite Central 
Committee or East Zorra Mennonite Church by calling Francis 
Funeral Home at 519-655-2431 or Unicef’s World wide vacci-
nation campaign https://fundraise.unicef.ca/lovemyneighbour/
mennonite-world-conference 

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY
BOWLES, Marjorie, 84

Marjorie Bowles, 84 a resident 
of Greenwood Court, Stratford 
Ontario, passed away suddenly 
in Stratford General Hospital on 
Thursday, December 23, 2021. 

She was born in Mornington 
Township, Perth County on May 
10, 1937 a daughter of the late 
Clayton and Mattie (Gerber) Leis.

She had been a cashier at A 
& P Groceries in Woodstock 
and Stratford. She had been 
an active attender at Faithway 

Baptist Church in Woodstock and Avon Mennonite Church in 
Stratford.

Marjorie married Douglas Edward Bowles at Poole Mennonite 
Church on January 30, 1959. He predeceased her on February 
4, 2018. 

She is survived by four children, Gerald Bowles (Mary Ann) 
of Bayfield, Evonne Musselman (Paul) of R.R. 1, Stratford; 
Stephen Bowles (Debi) of Oxford Centre, Brenda Huber 
(Jonathan) of Gadshill; sixteen grandchildren, Jordon Bowles 
(Tonya), Jason Bowles (Trish), Justin Bowles (Jessica), Jeffrey 
Musselman (Karen), Joshua Musselman, Jenna Loree (Mike), 
Tyler Bowles (Emily), Aaron Bowles (Courtney), Katelyn 
Hiiuvain (Mark Johnson), Kristen Hiiuvain, Victoria Hiiuvain, 
Deanna Hiiuvain, Richard Huber (Vanessa), Terri Huber, 
Kristy Huber and Victoria Huber; thirteen great grandchil-
dren; two sisters, Helen Kropf (Howard) and Laurene Wilhelm 
(Bruce), her friends at Greenwood Court, and her special 
friend, Erma Meadows, who was like a sister to her.

She as predeceased by brothers and wives, Albert Leis 
(Sandra), Edmund Leis (Lydiann) and a brother in infancy.

A celebration of Marjorie’s life and interment in South 
Easthope Cemetery, Shakespeare will be in the spring of 2022.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the Mennonite 
Central Committee would be appreciated and may be made 
through the Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street 
North, Tavistock by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

Murray & Heather Schlotzhauer are proud to announce Murray & Heather Schlotzhauer are proud to announce 
the birth of their great granddaughter. the birth of their great granddaughter. 

Bella Jordan Florence Schlotzhauer on December 18 in Bella Jordan Florence Schlotzhauer on December 18 in 
St. Thomas. The excited and happy parents are Josh & St. Thomas. The excited and happy parents are Josh & 

Theresa and happy Grandma is Meredith.Theresa and happy Grandma is Meredith.

SchlotzhauerSchlotzhauer

Don Roth
In Loving Memory of Don Roth who left us 2 years ago on January 1, 2020

We think about you always ,

We talk about you still.

You have never been

Forgotten and never will.

We hold you close within our

Hearts and there you will remain.

To walk and guide us through our lives

Until we meet again.

Love forever Mary Alice, Chris, Ken, Dave, Kelly,

Dale and families

IN MEMORIAM
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Optimist Club of Petersburg 
Bottle Drive 

Saturday January 15th
 from 9am to 12pm

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg (Bechthold Home Improvements)

Let us take your empty bottles and cans back, as this allows us to raise 
funds to help the organizations and youth in the community.

All COVID measures will be in place. For information 
call Warren at 519-634-8925

Also available: Firewood 
$5.00/bag

**********************************
Fo’Cheezy Roasted 
Red Pepper Soup 
1 quart for $12.00

The most comprehensive & 
useful business directory... 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
St. Marys IndependentSTRATFORDTIMES

STRATFORD
TIMES

...ever!
WE’RE BUILDING A COMPREHENSIVE “LOCAL” DIRECTORY FOR 

BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS, BIG OR SMALL. 
 (Even if you don’t show up on Google, if you are local you can 

show up in our helpful printed directory!)

Email us at swontario.directory@gmail.com with your business’ 
name, address and phone number to ensure your inclusion!

YANTZI KROPF, Nelda
Nelda Yantzie Kropf passed away peacefully on Jan 6th 
2022 at the age of 95 at Nithview Long Term Care New 
Hamburg.

Born Feb 25 1926 near New Hamburg to the belated 
Michael R & Nancy (Jutzi) Yantzi

Dreams of becoming a nurse led her to Rockway 
Collegiate Secondary School at age 26, followed by a 
nursing diploma from Victoria School of Nursing in 
London in 1958.

She returned to Western University, London, to achieve 
a teaching certificate & spent a 26-year career teaching 
nursing with Conestoga College School of Nursing in 
Stratford.

Employment included the surgical unit at K-W Hospital & pediat-
rics at Stratford General & a short voluntary service term in St Anthony, 
Newfoundland.

She obtained a Bachelor of Arts, Religion & Culture with Waterloo Lutheran 
(now Wilfrid Laurier) University in 1972.

Nelda served 2 terms on the board of directors of Tricounty Mennonite 
Homes, where she later resided for the last 9 months of her life.

Nelda married Elmer Kropf at Hillcrest Mennonite Church on Sep 24 1982 & 
they resided in Tavistock. Nelda was an active member of Tavistock Mennonite 
Church and led in many church roles of Bible studies, WMSC quilting projects 
& administration.

During their retirement they enjoyed travelling, gardening, family events, vol-
unteering at Ten Thousand Villages & Nelda created many quilts.

Nelda was predeceased by her husband Elmer Kropf on July 25 1994 & by sis-
ters Marion (Wilmer) Bender, Katie (Lorne) Bender & brother Lloyd Yantzi.

Lovingly remembered by step sons Ron (Mary) Kropf of Tavistock, Ken 
(Dianne) Kropf of Tavistock, Bruce (Charlene) Kropf of Stratford, Barry 
(Mary) Kropf of RR 1 Shakespeare, & by 10 grandchildren & 22 great grand-
children, by sister-in-law Pearl Yantzi, nieces & nephews Richard Bender, 
Rosanna Olsson, Mary Ellen (Richard) Tompkins, Jim (Beatrice) Bender, Rob 
(Jackie) Bender, Pat Bender and LeEtta Yantzi.

As expressions of sympathy, memorial donations can be made to Mennonite 
Central Committee or the Canadian Bible Society through the Francis Funeral 
Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

Visitation is at the Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, 
Tavistock on Saturday from 3-4PM. 

Funeral service will be held at Tavistock Mennonite Church on Sunday 
January 9 2022 at 3PM with pastor Jim Brown officiating, family internment 
following at East Zorra cemetery 16th line. (Covid restrictions apply, please 
wear masks and social distance)

OBITUARY
STERE, Rose Marie (White)

Passed away peacefully on Friday Jan 7, 2022 at 
Cambridge Memorial Hospital. Rose resided in 
Cambridge. She was born 83 years ago in Wilmot 
Township and was the daughter of the late William 
and Esther (Haufschild) White.

Beloved wife of the late Claire Joseph Stere whom 
she married on October 17, 1959. Dear mother of Kim 
& husband David Bell of Elora, Shelley Schenk of 
Kitchener, Julie & husband Barry Kalbfleisch of New 
Hamburg. Treasured Maam to Dennis, Jessica and her 
boyfriend Greg, Madison, Kurtis, Cameron, Emily and 
her boyfriend Mitchell. Fondly remembered by Kris 
Schenk and his family. Sadly missed by brother Garry 

White and sister Mary Defer and her friend Roland Nault. Remembered 
by sister-in-law and brothers-in-law Wayne & Jeanne Stere, Gary Stere. 
Predeceased by her brothers and sister-in-law, Bill & Gail and Albert White. 
Predeceased by her mother and father-in-law Irvin and Lucinda (Albrecht) 
Stere, brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law Jean Stere, Marjorie and James 
(Jim) Kalbfleisch, Robert (Bob) and Betty Stere, Brenda (in infancy).

Warmly remembered by godchildren Wendy Bender and Jeff Stere and 
many nieces and nephews.

Family and friends called at the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron St., 
New Hamburg. On Monday, January 10, 2022 from 3 – 5 & 7 -9 p.m. The 
funeral service took place in the chapel of the funeral home on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. with Brianne Jourdin officiating. The funeral 
service is available via livestream for those who were unable to attend.

Masks and social distancing protocols must be followed when in the funeral 
home.

As expressions of sympathy donations can be made to Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital Foundation or St. Mary’s Healthcare Foundation. The family 
would like to extend sincere appreciation for the wonderful care received 
by the health care teams on Med A & Med B units at Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital.

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —
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Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column I’d 
like to share with you some of my find-
ings. 

January 11, 2012 Edition (10 years ago)

After some intense mediation by the 
Ontario Municipal Board between the 
developers of the old Carnegie Li-
brary and Tavistock Citizens for Good 
Government, a compromise has been 
reached and the project is pending fi-
nal approval from the Township of East 
Zorra-Tavistock. The Carnegie Library, 
built in 1916, will be renovated and an 
addition added to house a total of 13 
apartments.

According to Statistics Canada, our ag-
ing adults are projected to surge from 
14.4 per cent of the population in 2011 
to 24 per cent by 2041, putting extraor-
dinary pressure on the housing market 
for those 55+. Other statistics show that 
in 2011, the first of nine million Canadi-
an baby boomers will hit the age of 65, 
while others in their fifties are starting 

to look ahead. With this surge in Can-
ada’s aging population, the 50+ crowd 
is expected to downsize their space but 
upsize their lifestyle, creating an in-
creased demand for housing choices.  

January 15, 1997 Edition (25 years ago)

The official opening celebration for the 
new Tavistock and District Recreation 
Centre was held on Sunday, January 
12th, 1997 with a brief, red carpet cer-
emony at centre ice prior to the ribbon 
cutting. Mayor Dave Oliphant said that 
“over a year ago, the community was ig-
nited by a spark which burst into the 
flames of community spirit.” He said the 
involvement and commitment all came 
together to build this great facility. The 
Mayor credited former Oxford MPP 
Kimble Sutherland for his hard work 
in obtaining provincial funding, as well 
as former Mayor Nell Hostetler and the 
previous Council for their involvement. 
He also expressed appreciation to Bri-
an Wilhelm and the fundraising com-
mittee, and to Steve Bender and the 
building committee, the engineers, de-

signers and contractors, as well as the 
hundreds of volunteers.

The All Star Game of the Ontario Hock-
ey Association’s Junior Development 
League will be held in Lucan on Sat-
urday, January 18 and the Tavistock 
Braves have named two forwards to 
play in the game: Jeremy Bartlett and 
Damon Johnstone.

A business that seemed to pop up over-
night has been a labour of love for a 
Tavistock couple since they moved to 
town nearly four years ago. Monique 
and Wade Halliday, owner/operators 
of Stitch Graphix in Tavistock, be-
gan their careers together as certified 
blacksmiths, but after several inju-
ries on the job, it was time to look for 
a new career direction. While involved 
in horse shows around the province, 
Wade realized that embroidered cot-
ton throws and personalized hats were 
not available as readily and cheaply as 
he hoped. Ten months later, after re-
searching the embroidery industry and 
building a solid business plan, Stitch 

Graphix was born.

January 19, 1972 Edition (50 years ago)

This ‘n’ That: King Frederik of Denmark 
passed away at the age of 72 last week 
and his daughter Princess Margareth 
became heir to the throne ... Joe Frazier 
retained his heavyweight title Saturday 
night ... the severe cold weather of the 
weekend resulted in quite a few car 
starting problems.

Miss Elizabeth Cordova of Cochabam-
ba, Bolivia, the Tavistock Rotary Club 
exchange student for a year, was the 
speaker at the meeting of the United 
Church Women of Grace United Church 
held Tuesday night at Knox Hall. The 
young woman gave an interesting out-
line of the history, resources and lan-
guage of her native country.

Tavistock Jets posted another victory 
over New Hamburg, 7-0, to move their 
winning pace to nine games with no 
losses. Scoring two each for the Jets 
were Joanne Yausie, Linda Hohner and 
Lynn Hyde.

The Old Gazettes

WHEELDON, Gabrielle Louise
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, January 5, 
2022, at the Woodstock Hospital at the age of 77 
years.

Cherished and beloved wife of Joseph “Sydney” 
Wheeldon of Woodstock, whom she married on 
October 5, 1963. Devoted mother of Mark and wife 
Lina, Scott and wife Heather, Sydney, and Corinne 
and husband Jason Meyers. Loving grandmother 
of Alessandra, Giulia, Quinn, Ryley, Payton, Logan, 
Morgan, Isabelle, Coltin, and Kayla. Gabrielle will be 
missed by all in the past and present.

Gabrielle was a long-time CWL member in New 
Hamburg and Woodstock. She was a devoted grandmother, mother, and an 
even more devoted wife. Her and Syd were known to be “2 peas in a pod”, she 
was a fisherman’s wife, spending much time together on the water where Syd 
would be fishing, Gabrielle was close by his side as always and sometimes out 
fishing her Captain Syd.

In keeping with the families wishes, cremation has taken place and a private 
family memorial service will be held in the chapel of the funeral home.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would be accepted to the Diabetes 
Association and can be done on the funeral home website.

Personal condolences and donation information is available at www.markjut-
zifuneralhomes.ca

Funeral Arrangements entrusted to the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, New 
Hamburg.

OBITUARY
HEINBUCH, Ruth

Ruth Freida Heinbuch, age 102, passed away peace-
fully at the Maples Nursing Home, Tavistock with 
family by her side on Thursday January 6, 2022. She 
will finally be reunited with her husband, Robert 
Henry Heinbuch, who predeceased her 53 years ago 
on February 1, 1969. She was born at Wellesley on 
September 9, 1919 a daughter of the late Edward 
and Martha (Meyer) Stahle.

Ruth had a love for history, particularly history of 
both the Heinbuch and Stahle families. She spent 
many hours of research with her dear friends, 
Donna Rudy and Sherrill (Krug) Calder compiling 

data for several books and made a copy for each of her children. She main-
tained the family home with loving care and pride until her 98th year. She 
then moved to the Maples Home for her retirement years. Ruth had deep val-
ues and a strong belief in family unity. She was a faithful member of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church Women.  She was also 
a member of the Athlone Women’s Institute for many years.

Ruth is survived by 5 children, Janet Austin of Stratford, Craig Heinbuch 
(Barbara) of St. Pauls, Paul Heinbuch (Janet) of R.R.#2 Tavistock, Ross 
Heinbuch (Millie) of Amulree, Ronald Heinbuch (Margaret) of New Hamburg; 
seven grandchildren, Scott Heinbuch, Karen Brouwer (Dave), Adam Heinbuch 
(Lisa), Stacey Heinbuch, Chelsea Heinbuch, Steven Heinbuch (Stefanie), Ryan 
Heinbuch (Katlyn) and six great grandchildren.  

She was predeceased by her son-in-law Joe Austin, sisters and brothers-in-
law, Paula Warne (Robert), Trudy Lautenslager (Carl).   She was also pre-
deceased by brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law Clayton (Erma) Heinbuch, 
Dorothy (Elton) Krantz and Irene Heinbuch.

Friends and relatives will be received in the Francis Funeral Home, 77 
Woodstock St. North Tavistock on Monday, January 10, 2022 from 2 – 2.45 p.m. 
where a private service will be held. The Rev. Richard P. Brown will officiate. 
Interment in Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery, Sebastopol-Tavistock. 
(Covid restrictions apply, please wear masks and social distance)

As expressions of sympathy donations to the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Improvement Fund would be appreciated and may be made through 
the Francis Funeral Home by calling 519-655-2431. 

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —
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By Nigel Gordijk

For New Hamburg high school student Sam Miller, the un-
predictable past two years at Waterloo-Oxford D.S.S. have 
been challenging.

“It’s kind of been a rollercoaster, all over the place, with 
the school closures and everything,” he said. “It’s hard to 
stay focused on your work when everything is changing 
constantly.”

Miller, 17, is in his final year at Waterloo-Oxford, and he’s 
worried about how the frequent, unexpected shifts be-
tween in-person and remote learning will affect his long-
term prospects.

“It’s tough to really learn the information when it’s coming 
at you at such a quick speed. You’re just trying to get the 
information back down onto paper, so you end up with a 
good mark and not actually learning the information.”

The erratic scheduling is also taking a mental toll.

“My parents were fairly confident that we’d be going back 
to school this past Wednesday, and then days before, it just 
changed,” he said. “There’s nothing certain anymore. Ev-
erything in life at this point is just a question mark. That’s 
the worst part. Anything can change at any time.”

Despite so much uncertainty in the present, Miller is still 
planning for his future. He’s applied to University of Wa-
terloo, University of Windsor, and Brock University to 
study sports management.

On Dec. 30, the Ontario government announced that the 
scheduled return to school would be pushed back two 
days to Jan. 5. The province changed the start date again 
on Jan. 3, saying classrooms would remain closed until 
at least Jan. 17. Students, parents, teachers and school 
boards were left scrambling to prepare for a return to on-
line learning.

Premier Doug Ford’s office confirmed the proposed re-
opening date on Jan. 10.

Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) chair 
Scott Piatkowski said an announcement should have been 
made before the winter break.

“I do think that we have to acknowledge that the situation 
is changing rapidly and acknowledge that it’s a difficult 
situation, but we need a little bit of certainty. Parents do, 
educators do. Certainly, school trustees would appreciate 
it.”

School boards learn of scheduling changes simultaneous-

ly as the public, and the unpredictability is putting a strain 
on staff and causing burnout, said Piatkowski. “Our staff 
have been incredible. But at the same time, if we had more 
warning as a board, they could do an even better job.”

WRDSB tries to ensure its public safety measures go be-
yond provincial guidelines, he said, such as insisting on 
face masks for all students, even the youngest. “I believe 
we were the first board in the province to do that.”

Piatkowski acknowledges the concerns of students like 
Miller, who are worried about what the pandemic might 
mean for their academic prospects.

“There will always be an asterisk beside the years 2020 
and 2021. We’re not sure about 2022, but it’ll always be, 
‘Oh, yes, those were the pandemic years.’”

However, Piatkowski thinks there’s still cause for opti-
mism.

“We’ve got a great group of educators, a great group of stu-
dents, and we’re going to try and make sure that they’re all 
safe so that they can live out their dreams.”

Jeanne Gravelle, chair of the Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board (WCDSB), echoed Piatkowski’s comments.

“No one is denying the challenges and struggles that many 
families are trying to overcome right now, but I hope this 

will be short-lived, and I hope that our students will be 
back to in-person learning soon. We are in this together, 
we have been here before, and I am confident that we can 
all still have a good school year,” she said.

WCDSB anticipated that the Omicron variant might delay 
the post-holidays start of school, so students were sent 
home with Chromebooks. The subsequent return to re-
mote learning has elicited mixed responses, said Gravelle.

“We’ve heard from some parents who are unhappy, but 
it is likely if we had opened, we would have heard from 
some parents who were unhappy about that.”

By Dec. 16, the province’s Science Advisory Table was pre-
dicting a steep rise in Omicron patients in intensive care 
units. More recently, almost two months after the pedi-
atric vaccine became available, only 45 per cent of kids 
between 5 and 11 have received at least one dose, and the 
pace of vaccinations is slowing down. Children under five 
aren’t eligible to be vaccinated.

The government revised its Jan. 5 back-to-school plan 
because it saw new data, said Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris.

“This is something we weren’t necessarily expecting right 
off the top when we were looking at the original data that 
came with the Omicron variant. Now that we’ve got a little 
bit better handle on how things are looking, I think it was 
the right decision to be made.”

He said the government has procured thousands more 
HEPA filters for schools, in addition to the ones that were 
acquired last year. Students will be receiving three-ply 
masks, and close-fitting N95 masks will go to teachers 
and support staff, who will be prioritized for booster shots 
shortly. That wasn’t done sooner because of an insuffi-
cient supply of vaccines, he said.

“There’s only a certain amount to go around. Long-term 
care, I think we can all agree, really needed to be the ini-
tial focus of boosters.”

Ontario’s students have had 26 weeks of remote learning 
since the March 2020 lockdown, more than any other ju-
risdiction in Canada. In a typical year, they would spend 
40 weeks in a classroom.

The government opted for longer school closures because 
of the province’s high volume of students, teachers and 
support staff, said Harris.

“When you’re looking at the ways that the virus can 
spread, closer contact is how that’s going to happen.”

Rollercoaster school year is taking its toll, says 
Waterloo-Oxford student
While students like New Hamburg’s Sam Miller return to virtual lessons, schools in Ontario have missed more in-class 
learning than any other province

Waterloo-Oxford Grade 12 student Sam Miller said the 
school year has been a rollercoaster. “Everything in life at 
this point is just a question mark. That’s the worst part.”

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Local township buildings and community 
centres are officially closed as a result of 
provincial COVID-19 restrictions, along 
with other businesses and organizations 
across the province.

The township of Wilmot announced the 
temporary closure of the Wilmot Admin-
istrative Complex, the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex (WRC) and Castle Kilbride in 
early January, along with many programs 
and services.

This includes the closure of WTR pool 
programs, such as the swim lessons, lane 
swimming, and aquafit classes, the walk-
ing track, and all arena programs offered 
by the township, including adult skates, 
parents and tot skates, and shinny.

“The Township plays an important role in 
delivering services to our community, and 
we are doing everything we can to ensure 
that we can continue to do so throughout 
the course of the pandemic,” said Chief 
Administrative Officer Sharon Chambers 

in a release.

“Our Corporate Leadership Team have 
adapted work plans for all staff, while our 
communications and information tech-
nology teams have ensured internal and 
external stakeholders remain connected.”

The Progressive Conservative govern-
ment announced new restrictions in early 
January due to the Omicron variant, in-
cluding restaurants, gyms, museums and 
movie theatres. All publicly funded and 
private schools have moved to remote 

learning starting on Wednesday until at 
least Jan. 17.

The province said that retail settings, 
including shopping malls, have been al-
lowed to remain open at 50% capacity.

Capacity at indoor weddings, funerals, 
and religious services, rites and ceremo-
nies are now limited to 50% capacity of the 
particular room, while outdoor services 
are limited to the number of people that 
can maintain 2 metres (6 feet) of physical 
distance.

Ford announces new restrictions, closure of gym, 
restaurants due to Omicron variant
Local township buildings and community centres remain closed since early January
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519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock Ontario

Hours:
Tues - Fri: 7am - 4pm

Sat: 8am - 1pm

JANUARY 16, 2022
INCLUDED

Choose a Coffee/Tea & Orange Juice/Apple Juice

ALSO IN YOUR PACKAGE
Fresh Fruit with Pastries

Choose one of the following
FULL BREAKFAST #1

Two eggs, bacon or sausage or back bacon 
with home fries and toast

BREAKFAST #2
Egg, sausage, cheddar cheese on a country biscuit served with 

home fries
$15.50 + TAX

CALL IN BEFORE SUNDAY ONLY 
519-655-2278

Breakfast Your Way!

By Gary West

It’s not every day that you hear of some-
one who works for the same company for 
46-and-a-half years and can still smile 
and say he’s enjoyed every day of it. Long 
time Tavistock resident Darryl Winhold is 
that person, and has worked for Stratford 
Farm Equipment for more than four de-
cades.

He said that it will be a different feeling 
to not have to get up to go to work at the 
Stratford location. He worked for three 
generations of the Brown family,  who 
have owned Stratford Farm Equipment 
over the years.

Darryl was raised on the Winhold fami-
ly farm, halfway between Tavistock and 
Shakespeare, on Pork Road which is now 
Line 33, and was raised by his mom and 
dad, Doris and Harold Winhold, along 
with five brothers and one sister. He and 
his wife Bonnie have lived all their mar-
ried life in the same house on the west-
ern outskirts of Tavistock. It is there they 
raised their two kids, a daughter, who now 
lives with her family on Vancouver Island, 
and their son and his partner that live in 
Paris, Ontario.

We were able to drop in on Darryl on one 
of his final days at work to talk about his 
long and illustrious career in the farm ma-

chinery business. His first 18 years after 
graduating from Baden's Waterloo-Ox-
ford District Secondary School were spent 
working for the Case-I-H Equipment 
Sealer in Stratford in the parts depart-

ment.

In subsequent years, he made the move 
to the accounting department and Human 
Resources where he was in charge of pay-

ables and receivables for the companies 
60 employees, including mechanics, parts 
and office staff at 5 different locations.

The farm machinery head office contin-
ues to be on the western edge of Strat-
ford, with locations in New Hamburg, 
Woodstock and London (Arva) which in-
cludes their Bobcat skid-steer division. 
Dan Brown, who along with his three 
sons, Chad, Steve and Matt, could not say 
enough good things about Darryl’s work 
ethic over the years and how their compa-
ny grew in part because of his dedication 
and positive attitude.

They added also mentored employees to 
do their best and made them feel part of 
the S.F.E. Family. His lifetime knowledge 
of the machinery business, from top to 
bottom, will be hard to replace. Dan said 
his father, Bill Brown (who is now retired 
living in London) hired Darryl, and will 
always say that he wished he could have 
hired more employees like him, and the 
way he has worked out over their many 
years in business.

It was agreed by past and present em-
ployees that the industrious young man 
that had beginnings on a farm in Perth 
County in South Easthope township, could 
have grown into the person that he is to-
day, knowledgeable, quiet, humble and re-
spectful of everyone he meets.

After many decades in the business of farm 
machinery, Tavistock’s Darryl Winhold is retiring

Makeshift ice rink in 
Shakespeare

Local area residents cleared the way for an ice rink at the Shakespeare Pond Conservation 
Area, where people participate in hockey, skating, and ice fishing. (Photo contributed)

Pictured on one of his final days before retirement is Darryl Winhold, being congratulated 
by part owner, Chad Brown, for his 46-and-a-half years of dedicated service to the Case IH 
dealership.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
As we enter the new year, be sure to check 

subscription expiry dates on your labels. Those that 
are due to expire in January are highlighted in 

orange. Let us know if you wish to renew. Otherwise 
your paper will be stopped at the end of the month.
info@wilmotpost.ca | tavistockgazette@rogers.com | 519-655-2341
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By Lee Griffi

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
(OFA) is excited to see a recent govern-
ment program that is offering $1 million 
to promote made-in-Ontario food and the 
local OFA Director says it’s also an oppor-
tunity to remember how important farm-
land is.

The funding program offers up to 
$100,000 per marketing project that en-
courages Ontarians to buy fresh, locally 
grown and made agri-food products. This 
new program aligns closely with OFA’s re-
cently launched Source Local campaign, a 
partnership with Farm and Food Care On-
tario on a year-long pilot project to inspire 
support for Ontario food and farming in 
local communities and urban and subur-
ban regions of the province.

The money is a cost-sharing venture with 
the Grassroots Grown Initiative that of-
fers funding to Ontario agri-food produc-
er organizations to develop and expand 
marketing opportunities. Tracey Arts has 
a family dairy farm near Thamesford and 
has served as the OFA Zone 4 Director 
since the spring of 2020 which covers Ox-
ford and Elgin Counties. She says promot-

ing local food also helps her federation 
advocate for the protection of farmland. 
“Ontario is currently losing 175 acres of 
farmland to urban development every day. 
That is a significant amount.” 

Ontario’s agri-food sector contributes 
more than $40 billion a year to Ontario’s 
economy and supports more than 860,000 
jobs. “There are some misconceptions 
about ag jobs. Its not just people working 
on farms but rather a chain employing all 
these people. Whether it’s the processing 
plant, drivers transporting products, it all 
adds up.”

Arts says the OFA understands develop-
ment needs to happen, but there are bet-
ter ways to do it. “It’s a tough topic and we 
aren’t against growth, but I think there is 
a way to grow without having to use farm-
land. It’s that intensification, it’s the build-
ing up, it’s refurbishing of old buildings. 
That’s what we want to see because once 
the land is gone, it’s gone for good.”

Arts says local agriculture is something 
that brings us all together. “Whether you 
are a grower, producer or consumer, we 
are all connected through shared values 
and principles. These programs bring ev-

erything together. Agriculture is every-
where and buying local ensures you are 
filling your plate with nutritious, delicious, 
quality food that is grown by your commu-
nity farmers.”  She adds the best way to 
preserve that land is to ensure there is 
demand for the products it supports. “We 
applaud the province for launching this 
initiative, and we look forward to the in-

novative ideas it will foster to encourage 
Ontario consumers to buy Ontario dairy, 
fruits, vegetables and meats.”

There is only five per cent of Ontario’s 
land mass that is suitable for agricultur-
al use. Arts says that’s why the OFA wants 
to save farmland. “When you have people 
buying local that helps to preserve it and 
make it a priority to do so. Supporting and 
promoting food that is grown and raised 
in Ontario is vital to protect and preserve 
our food sovereignty and helps ensure our 
food supply chains remain resilient,” adds 
Arts.

The drive to support and promote locally 
grown foods is the foundation behind the 
OFA’s Home Grown initiative, a multi-me-
dia effort that promotes the importance 
of preserving farmland as the natural re-
source where Ontario food and agri-food 
products originate. Arts says her heart has 
always been on the farm. “I’m farm girl, 
born and raised. I came from a dairy farm 
before I married my husband so its in me. 
I think it’s always been important to buy 
local, buy fresh. If you know where your 
food comes from you know what’s in it and 
we have some of the highest quality stan-
dards in Canada and here in Ontario.”

OFA Using New Program Promoting Local Food to 
Preserve Farmland

A family of snowmen 
for the Forthhuber’s of 
Shakespeare

OPP charges 655 
drivers throughout 
annual RIDE campaign

The front lawn at the Forthhuber house in Shakespeare was full of decorated snowmen on 
Christmas Eve before the temperature got above 0 and the rain started. Pictured are Grand-
ma Brenda Forthhuber with her daughter-in-law Karen (Dan’s wife) and grandsons Noah 
and Samuel. Brenda said that since they live in California, the snow created a great time for 
them to enjoy, since they don’t see much of the white stuff in Los Angeles. (Photo credit: 
Gary West)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Ontario Provincial Police wrapped up 
its annual festive Reduce Impaired Driv-
ing Everything (RIDE) campaign on Jan-
uary 2, 2022, having charged 655 drivers 
with impaired driving.

Over the 46-day campaign, OPP officers 
worked constantly, conducting a total of 
8,370 RIDE events across the province. 

Other than the charges, officers issued 
236 warn range suspensions to drivers 
whose roadside breath test registered a 
blood alcohol concentration between 0.05 

and 0.08. 

The OPP thanked citizens for making 
3,147 calls to police to report suspected 
impaired drivers over the course of the 
campaign. The OPP also thanked those 
who stepped up as designated drivers or 
took other measures to make sure family 
and friends did not get behind the wheel 
while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Drivers are reminded that the OPP con-
ducts RIDE events all year on roads, trails 
and waterways. The OPP Festive RIDE 
campaign ran from November 18, 2021 to 
January 2, 2022.

 519-462-2259 • 462-2947
4 miles south of Tavistock

on Hwy. 59

California 
Oranges & Red 

Grapefruit
Variety of apples available. 

Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams, 
preserves and gift baskets.
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Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

�������������

Across
1. Belittle
6. Chocolate cake with runny liquid chocolate
10. 5280 feet
14. Three quick steps and a hop in 2/4 time
15. Seed covering
16. In the thick of
17. Sweetener
18. 500 sheets
19. Weight not charged for
20. When a plane is due in: Abbr.
21. Kind of wheel
23. A man employed to attend the entrace of a
hotel, apartment or other building
25. Enormous
26. "Do ___ others as..."
27. Favour
29. Whooping birds
32. Spruce up pillows
33. Hog haven
34. Barley bristle
36. Mom's sisters
37. Bro's counterpart
38. Place to lounge
40. Qty.
41. An edible European and North American
mushroom with a smooth brown cap, a stout 
white stalk, and pores rather than gills
42. Starve
43. A large heavy-bodied non-venomous snake
46. Hairstylists workplaces
47. Defeat decisively
48. No-win situations?
49. A building where plays are performed or 
movies are shown
52. Big co�ee holder
53. Atlantic food �sh
56. USA drilling grp.
57. Ginger cookie
59. Mournful poem
61. "Green Gables" girl
62. Canyon sound
63. Move crabwise
64. Orchard item
65. Burn the surface of
66. Go over the limit?

Down
1. Abbey area
2. Match
3. Pond organism
4. Cousin of calypso
5. Winter wear
6. Bigger
7. "___ you kidding?"
8. A long, high bridge that carries a road or 
railroad over something
9. Ecclesiastical building set aside for the 
distribution of alms
10. A female who is in charge in an institution
11. Muslim holy man
12. Foreign currency
13. Barbara of "I Dream of Jeannie"
22. A long time
24. Any wireless system; over the air transmis-
sion (acronym)
25. Weight
27. Chubby
28. Pint-sized
30. Kind of kitchen
31. Kind of cheese
32. J.F.K. watchdog
33. Take in slowly
35. Notice Of Hearing (law)
37. Life, for one
38. Lacking colour
39. Andy's radio partner
41. Classes
42. So-so
44. A bullet that leaves a line of �ame or smoke
behind it when it is �red, so that you can see 
the direction it has taken
45. Sweltering
46. Daze
49. Catch-22
50. Sharpen
51. Sicilian erupter
53. Relinquish
54. Eye amorously
55. Not the original color
58. "Eureka!"
60. Collagen target
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Two local hockey organization seasons are 
now on pause as of early January, includ-
ing the Provincial Junior Hockey League 
(PJHL), and the Western Ontario Athletic 
Association (WOAA). The planned return 
date for the PJHL is January 27, and Janu-
ary 26 for the WOAA.

In a press release penned by PJHL Com-
missioner Terry White, he said provincial 
lockdown measures forced the organiza-
tion to suspend play.

“We are very hopeful that we will be able 
to resume play soon after the 27th,” said 
Whiteside. “Plans and schedules are being 
reviewed and amended as required to en-
sure we are able to complete our season 
and compete for the Schmalz Cup.”

He said the organization’s number one 
concern is the physical and mental health 
of players, coaches, staff and fans, and re-
ferred readers to www.ementalhealth.ca 
for resources and mental health support.

“All of us want to be able to have a safe 

return to hockey,” said Whiteside. “As the 
COVID situation continues to evolve we 
will be monitoring and preparing our-
selves to be ready to return to the game.”

As for the WOAA, a press release was 
posted to the organization’s website on 
January 3. “Things aren’t off to such a 
great New Year with the latest announce-
ment 1/3/22 from the Government of On-
tario,” said the WOAA, adding that they 
expect to be put on pause for just a few 
weeks before resuming play.

The New Hamburg Firebirds and Welles-
ley Applejacks were scheduled to face off 
at the Wellesley Community Centre on 
January 5, but neither team got the chance 
to get back on the ice after the winter 
break due to this suspension.

Before this cancellation, the Royals were 
scheduled to kick off the new year with a 
road date in Petrolia to take on the Squires 
on Friday, January 7, and then welcome 
the Seaforth Centennaires the following 
night.

PJHL, WOAA season on pause until late January

By Lee Griffi

Ty Higgins spent the first part of his 
minor hokey career as a member of the 
Tavistock Titans nation, but the 17-year-
old is packing up his gear after signing 
a deal with a Quebec Major Junior team. 
The Acadie–Bathurst Titan is based in 
Bathurst, New Brunswick, and are mem-
bers of the Telus Maritimes Division in 
the Telus Conference of the Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League. 

Higgins, listed at six-feet and 182-pounds, 
had 10 goals and 18 assists in 27 games 
this season with the Stratford Warriors 
of the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League. He was a second-round pick of the 
Owen Sound Attack in the 2021 OHL U18 
Draft which didn’t give him any guarantee 
of a deal with the Ontario Hockey League 
Team. “I was drafted in the major midget 
draft and there are only two rounds in it. 
I didn’t get drafted as a 16-year-old, but I 
went to the Attack camp, they didn’t show 
much interest in me but when the Titan 
offered me a spot, I wasn’t going to say no 
to that. It has always been a goal of mine 
to play in the Canadian Hockey League 
and I was very thrilled to sign my first 
contract.”

The most well-known alumnus of the Ti-
tan is one of the best centres in the NHL, 
Patrice Bergeron. Higgins says that that 
was a selling point. “Its exciting to know 
they produce players like that. I’m ready 
to get out there and start playing.”

The pandemic has disrupted minor and 
junior hockey and Higgins admits it 
hasn’t been easy. “It’s been hard being at 

home doing school and training for hock-
ey. I just try to stay positive and look at 
my long-term goal which is to play pro-
fessional hockey. I don’t have a prefer-
ence right now as to where I go.” After a 
few years in the Tavistock minor hock-
ey system, he moved on to the Waterloo 
Wolves AAA program. “I think I matured, 
got bigger and stronger over the years. In 
a way, not playing much the last couple 
of seasons helped me to work on myself 
and my game as I came into junior hockey. 
My offensive abilities were good for them 
and while I play defence first, but the of-
fensive part comes naturally to me. I just 
want to go out there and play my game.”

The Titan General Manager is Sylvain 

Couturier who played three seasons with 
the Los Angeles Kings and is the father 
of Sean Couturier of the Philadelphia 
Flyers. Couturier says Higgins has been 
on their radar for a couple of months 
now. “His skating and puck moving abil-
ity were the reasons we decided to sign 
him for the rest of the season. It’s new 
league and a new environment for him, 
so we know we’ll have to be patient, but 
we definitely hope for him to be a good 
puck-moving defenseman.” Along with 
his offensive talents Couturier feels Hig-
gins’ leadership will prove to be an asset. 
“I hope he will remain a Titan and finish 
his major junior hockey career with us.”

The Warriors provided Higgins with his 

release and as a franchise have never got-
ten in the way of a player moving up the 
junior hockey ranks. Couturier applauds 
the Stratford team for their cooperation. 
“They were very professional and easy to 
deal with. We could easily see that they 
are there for the right reasons and they 
are helping their players to get to the next 
level.”

Higgins did garner some interest stateside 
from a few NCAA programs but there was 
no guarantee he would have a spot next 
season. “If I had of gone the entire sea-
son in Stratford without making a major 
junior team, I probably would have gone 
that route but as a 17-year-old I thought 
the time was right now to sign the deal.” 

Junior hockey players are paired with 
a billeted family. Higgins will be living 
about 20 minutes away from Bathurst in 
Petit-Rocher. He says he’s ready to be-
gin a new adventure living away from 
home. “Its my first time away but I believe 
I am prepared. I’m going there to focus 
on hockey and school and try to keep my 
mind off being away from home with my 
family. Hopefully my billet family can 
keep me company when I’m homesick.” 
He is currently enrolled in high school in 
Stratford and despite the fact the Titan 
offer high school classes at the arena for 
team members, he will continue his on-
line studies to graduate locally. 

The Quebec Major Junior League has 
temporarily postponed all scheduled 
games, but the goal is to have teams back 
on the ice January 17.

Shakespeare Teen Chasing Pro Hockey Dream 
Through New Brunswick

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

Randell K. �omson
Barrister & Solicitor

Randy �omson
• Wills & Power of Attorney
• Administration of Estates
• Corporate and Commercial
Transactions

92 Nithview Drive, New Hamburg, ON N3A 2H3
Phone: 519-662-9520 | Fax: 519-662-9572

Email: rktlaw@golden.net
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By Matt Harris

Take a close look at Trevor Sauder when he’s out there 
playing hockey. Really, let your eyes zoom in on his face. 
What is the thing that you notice?

Steely eyes? A clenched jaw? Perhaps someone biting 
their lip as they try to focus on what’s happening in the 
whirlwind around them?

Nah. Chances are you’re going to see Sauder smiling. For 
a guy who has played some high-level hockey, every time 
he laces ‘em up it’s a gift. Seriously.

“I grew up playing hockey in Tavistock, and it began with 
my dad making a backyard rink and spending many hours 
on it having fun with friends in the neighbourhood,” he 
said. “I played minor hockey here, too. My dad was a goal-
ie and he introduced me to the game, and I just simply 
fell in love with it at a young age. Not only playing or-
ganized hockey, but neighbourhood road hockey games, 
mini sticks and the backyard rink.”

Sauder didn’t stick around the backyard rink very long. 
After going from the Tavistock minor system to ‘AAA’ 
with the Waterloo Wolves, Sauder continued to work up 
hockey’s food chain: first it was a multi-year stint with the 
Stratford Cullitons, followed by suiting up for the Wilfrid 
Laurier Golden Hawks. But no matter how big the stage 
got, Sauder just kept on smiling.

“For me throughout my hockey experience, the more you 
enjoy the game and are having fun playing it, the easi-
er it is,” he said. “In Tavistock, Waterloo, Stratford and at 
Laurier, I was very fortunate to have awesome teammates 
and friends that make hockey fun and coming to the rink 
enjoyable. I learned from these places that hockey is all 
about how hard you work and not necessarily skill. When 
I got to Laurier, it made me realize that you cannot simply 
just work hard, but you also need to work smart. From 
Tavistock, I was fortunate to have numerous coaches 
that helped me out and made hockey fun, including my 
dad, Dave Johnson, James Kropf, Jeff Kaufman and Chad 
Harmer.”

Current Tavistock Royals head coach and general man-
ager Brad Stere might want to send those guys a thank-
you note, since he’s the one currently reaping the benefits 
their work with Sauder. Stere said that Sauder is the kind 
of player that just does everything right, which rubs off 
on those around him.

“His stops and starts – one of the biggest things you al-
ways bug players about are their stops and starts to get 
back into the play, and he’s going that all over the ice,” 
Stere said. “Add that to his work ethic and his personal-
ity and it’s amazing. If you’ve ever talked with him, he’s 
the most easy-going, personable, polite gentleman you’ve 
ever met. He’s everything you look for in a hockey player.”

Sauder, who leads the Royals in scoring this season, ad-
mits he’s never been the guy on any team who could han-
dle the puck in a phone booth or break the glass behind 
the net with his shot. He recognized early on that he was 
going to need to out-work everyone else on the ice to 
make his presence felt, and that’s an edict he sticks to.

“I was very fortunately to have some incredible linemates 
– in Stratford, I spent a lot of time playing with Mitch 
Brooks and Devon Kropf,” he said. “Both of those guys 
were incredible hockey players. Now, with the Royals, I 
get to continue playing with Devon and Angus Rowland, 
who are not only teammates but best friends.”

The Cullitons have used Tavistock as a pipeline for talent 
for years, so getting to play Friday nights at the Allman 
was something of a dream come true for Sauder. It was ei-

ther going to be the black & gold of his hometown Braves 
or the red, white and blue of the Cullitons. In each of his 
four years there, Sauder helped take Stratford to the Mid-
western Conference finals but they never broke through. 
That didn’t diminish the experience one bit.

“Playing for the Cullitons was a dream for me. Growing 
up just down the road in Tavistock, you always wanted 
to play in one place or the other,” he said. “The fan and 
community support was incredible in Stratford, and there 
was no better feeling than playing Friday nights at the 
William Allman Arena in front of a full barn. I was also 
very fortunate to have amazing teammates and create 
friendships that will last me forever. I was very fortu-
nate to have an amazing coaching staff throughout all 
four years with Phil Westman, Ty Canal and Tim Schultz. 
Many of those years we overachieved simply getting to 
the finals, which was a result from the coaching staff and 
team chemistry we had throughout those years. Although 
in those four years we were never able to win, we put our 
best foot forward and that’s just hockey.”

Let’s back up a bit here. Did you notice that Sauder gave 
credit to his teammates for his successes? That’s some-
thing that defines him, even now as Stere points out.

“Trevor has an amazing hockey sense, and that goes back 
to those starts and stops – he knows when he’s busting 
around a guy going into a corner what’s going to happen. 
It’s like he’s already seen how the play is going to de-
velop ahead of time,” he said. “It’s like how Gretzky and 
Howe used to do, coming down the ice and then cutting 
back against the grain. He’s very good at that. The funny 
thing is that any time he scores a beautiful goal, like a 
backhander topshelf, the first words out of his mouth are 
usually, ‘Oh, I got lucky …’. That’s all he ever says.”

Usually it’s the small guys that piss off the other team 
because they can be like gnats on the ice – they’re every-
where, bugging you and raising your level of frustration. 
But Stere swears that’s not what feeds Sauder. There isn’t 

a mean bone in his body.

He’s just that nice of a guy.

“It’s not in his personality to feed off another team’s frus-
tration, and he doesn’t want to see anyone get hurt out 
there,” he said. “He helps out with the midget team in Tav-
istock and he’s a trainer. Some small guys play with a chip 
on their shoulder, but Trevor’s not like that. I saw him 
play in Junior ‘B’ and I know he had a lot of guys coming 
at him then, so he’s developed a good sense for when the 
play is shaping up that way. There were teams back then 
that were probably told to run him, and he knows when 
it’s coming so he can turn the other way and avoid it.”

Now think back to what Sauder said about ‘that’s just 
hockey’ during his time with the Cullitons and coming 
up short in the chase for a championship. It’s doubtful 
that anyone who works as hard as Sauder does wouldn’t 
savour a title to the fullest, so it might be the perfect 
confluence of events for him and the Royals this season. 
It’s been almost a decade since Tavistock last made the 
‘AA’ finals in the Western Ontario Athletic Association 
(WOAA) playoffs, and both Sauder and Stere know it’s 
an uphill climb at the best of times when one team has to 
size up some stiff competition just to get there.

With the regular season winding down and the playoffs 
around the corner, coach and player are already working 
on their post-season focus.

“I think the league is very strong this year, and it seems 
like any team can beat any other team,” Sauder said. “I 
think the first goal we have it to make it to the ‘AA’ side 
this year and see what happens in the playoffs. We have 
some great veterans like Geoff Killing, Sean Leslie and 
Mitch Facey who have played in the league for numerous 
year – that always helps to have experience. The team is 
a fun group of guys to be around, and we enjoy coming 
to the rink.”

It’s a slightly different outlook for Stere, who was around 
the last time the Royals were crowned ‘AA’ champions in 
2008. There are similarities and some minor differences, 
but the ingredients all seem to be there … waiting to be 
mixed together just the right way.

“To compare with the team that we had here in ’08 that 
won the ‘AA’, that team was built around a Tavistock core 
which is similar to what we have this season,” he said. 
“We’ve got a lot of guys from around here that are at least 
Junior ‘B’-quality players, and we might’ve had a little 
more talent (in ’08) but the camaraderie on this team is 
one of the best I’ve ever seen as far as everybody being 
involved. That championship team had a few different 
factions where guys would go off and do things on their 
own, but this group does everything together. And that’s a 
good quality to have in a team. Having that level of cama-
raderie on a team can make up for the slight difference in 
talent, and I think Trevor is a huge part of that. He’s one 
of the main cogs of our team because of how he builds 
everyone else up – they seem him going and that just gets 
everyone else fired up.”

Title or not, Sauder knows why he’s out there. He sees the 
competition – internally and externally – for exactly what 
it is, and he’s okay with whatever happens next.

“For me, hockey still provides excitement and fun,” he 
said. “I’m not on the ice as much as I used to be and I’m 
probably getting a little rustier, but coming to the rink 
and playing hockey with my close buddies Deven, Angus 
and Tristan, and being coached by Tyson (Zehr) makes it 
enjoyable to come to the rink. That’s why I’m out here – 
for the enjoyment of it.”

Starts and Stops
Sauder hoping to lead Royals back to WOAA’s throne

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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By Matt Harris

If this is what the Tavistock Braves are 
going to look like come playoff time, the 
club’s fans might need to get ready for a 
deep post-season run.

Drew Gerth and Patrick Vulgan had three 
points apiece while Jeffrey Kernichan 
turned aside all 21 shots he faced as the 
Braves shut out the host Hespeler Sham-
rock 6-0 on Sunday, Jan. 2. The win pro-
pelled Tavistock back into a first-place 
tie with the Wellesley Applejacks in the 
South Doherty division of the Provincial 
Junior Hockey League standings.

It was a very tidy game for the Braves, as 
they took care of both ends of the ice ef-

ficiently. Vulgan scored twice in less than 
five minutes to open up the scoring, while 
Andrew Van Boekel netted a goal to make 
it 3-0 after one.

Tavistock then took advantage of their 
only powerplay of the game, when Ryan 
Donat beat Hespeler’s Tyson Gustaw with 
the Shamrocks serving a too many men 
penalty early in the second. Gerth add-
ed his only goal of the game later in the 
frame to push the advantage to 5-0 after 
40 minutes, while Jameson Ritz-Teixeira 
finished the scoring midway through the 
third period.

Gerth (2), Vulgan, Josh Helgerman (2), 
Nathan Yeck (2), Will Schlotzhauer, Brock 
McKenzie, Derek Bush and Owen Rahn 

added helpers in the win.

The victory tied the Braves with the Ap-
plejacks (41 points apiece) atop the stand-
ings, but Wellesley still has two games in 
hand over Tavistock. Woodstock sits alone 
in third, six points behind the leaders. 
They will have the chance to put some 
distance between both rival clubs this 
weekend, starting Friday, Jan. 7, when the 
Braves welcome the Navy Vets to the Ta-
vistock Arena for a 7:30 p.m. puck drop. 
On Saturday night, Tavistock heads over 
to the Wellesley Community Centre to try 
and take first place from the Applejacks. 
Game time is slated for 7:45 p.m.

NOTES: Gerth moved into the top 10 in 
the PJHL scoring race with 42 points, sit-

ting in fifth place, 10 points back of lead-
ers Mathieu Halle of Amherstview and 
Kyle Baker of Woodstock; Helgerman’s 37 
points have him tied for 10th place, mak-
ing Tavistock, Amerhstview and Wood-
stock the only clubs with multiple players 
in the top 10 in the scoring race; as a team, 
Tavistock’s 135 goals scored ranks first in 
the PJHL, with a goals-per-game average 
of 5.2. Hanover (6.15), Lakeshore (5.9), 
Stayner (6.4), Alliston (5.6), Schomberg 
(5.9) are the only clubs with better per-
game averages; the Lakeshore Canadiens 
of the West Stobbs Division (21-0-0-0-0) 
remain the only unbeaten or untied team 
in all of the PJHL.

By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Royals kept pace with the 
WOAA’s league leaders over the holidays, 
finishing 2021 in style with a win over the 
Milverton Four Wheel Drives.

Deven Kropf, Trevor Sauder and Collin 
Hartwick had a goal and assists each in 
leading the Royals to a 6-2 win over the 
Drives at the Embro Arena on Tuesday, 
Dec. 28. The win kept Tavistock near the 
top of the WOAA standings, setting them 
up to challenge the league leaders in what 
will be a busy January.

Kropf opened up the scoring for Tavistock 
with the game’s lone first-period goal, 

beating Brayden Bruce just before the 
halfway point. Milverton tied the game 
early in the second when Dennis Dewar 
scored the first of his two goals in the pe-
riod. Adam Eddy replied just shy of three 
minutes later, but Dewar scored to tie the 
game up 2-2 shortly after.

Matt Zilke’s goal with 4:14 to play in the 
second put Tavistock up for good, while 
Sauder, Jeremy Munro and Hartwick 
scored in a 4:26 span to ice the game.

Jared Prekup (2), Geoff Killing (2), Aaron 
Hosszu, Chad McIntosh and Brody Oliver 
has helpers in the win.

Kyle Wynette, the Royals’ assistant gener-

al manager, said they were forced to play 
the game with only 50 per cent capacity 
in the Embro Arena. While it was disap-
pointing having to turn fans away at the 
gate, he was pleased with the club’s effort 
against what has been a familiar oppo-
nent this season.

“With our fifth meeting against Milvy this 
season coming on a small rink, it meant it 
was going to be a much different game,” 
he said. “It wound up being a very physi-
cal game. Heading into January we’re hop-
ing that everyone stays healthy so we can 
field our best lineups against the tough 
competition we’ll be up against for the 
rest of the season.”

With the victory, Tavistock closed out the 
2021 portion of their schedule alone in 
fifth place (8-4-0-0-1). They sit a point be-
hind the Durham Thundercats (9-6-0-0-0) 
having played two fewer games, but they 
are a single point ahead of Clinton, Minto 
and Shelburne.

This week’s schedule gives the Royals a 
look at polar opposites of the standings: 
they kick off the new year with a road date 
in Petrolia to take on the Squires on Fri-
day, Jan. 7 (8:30 p.m. at Greenwood Arena). 
A night later, Tavistock gets their toughest 
home test of the season to date when they 
welcome the Seaforth Centennaires. The 
action gets under way at 7:30 p.m.

Braves blank Shamrocks to open January

Royals dump Drives to finish year strong

Vulgan, Gerth lead way as Tavi climbs back into first-place tie

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario

BOOST
UP.
Book your booster today.

Protect yourself 
against COVID-19.

It’s up to all of us.

Visit ontario.ca/covid19

Turning furrows Christmas 
Eve in Perth County

Lautenschlager's Corner

Pictured the day before Christmas is an employee working for James and Dan Van Nes on 
their farm in North Easthope township, south of the Stratford airport. He is ploughing with 
a  furrow-over and under plough, which some farmers have used so not to leave a “dead 
furrow” when the field has been completed. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Reference ID: N-0221, Believed to have come from the Telford/Ball families in the Hanover 
Area. Photo Credit: The Township of Wilmot Archives

Featuring unidentified photos from the 
John Lautenschlager studio, New Ham-
burg, circa 1895-1928.

Periodically we will showcase one of these 
photos and appeal for your help. If you 
can identify the subject(s) in the photo, 

please email info@thewilmotpost.ca us-
ing the Reference ID code. We will let you 
know when we get a match. If you have a 
Lautenschlager photo and you don’t know 
who it’s of, send it in! We might print it in 
an upcoming issue.
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NOMINATIONS WANTED!

Do you know someone between the ages 
of  6 - 17 who is making a difference within 

their community? Nominate them for an 
Ontario Junior Citizen Award today!

DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 11, 2022

Nomination forms are available from this 
newspaper, and at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen. 

Email  jr.citizen@ocna.org for more information.

Brought to you by:

Pictured with her “well behaved” four-and-a-half-year-old chocolate lab “Bear” is Lindsay 
Weicker, taking a late afternoon stroll last week on William Street in Tavistock. The Liebler 
Street resident, who also teaches first grade at Forest Glen Public School in New Hamburg, 
said her husband Adam and their two kids, 10-year-old Leah, and 8-year-old Aden, are usual-
ly along but decided they would take a time out on this frosty day. (Photo credit: Gary West)

On a sunny but cold afternoon, there were kids from the Shakespeare area having fun hit-
ting the Optimist Club tobogganing hill after spending their day inside. Mom, Whitney Reis, 
is seen here watching her kids, Greysen and Ruby, make the most of the fresh air and limit-
ed amount of snow on the hill last week. She said it’s nice to be able to enjoy the wide-open 
space that the hill affords area residents as opposed to being locked down inside. (Photo 
credit: Gary West)

A woman's best friend 
that keeps her exercising

Tobogganing in Shakespeare
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I will not be the first to say that 
2021 has been a tough year, for 
all of us. The travel industry is 
certainly one of the hardest-hit 
sectors. Travel writers have 
struggled to… well, to travel.

However, as I paged back 
through my 2021 calendar, I re-
alized that I still have a lot to be 
thankful for. International trav-
el was out of the question, but 
I still visited some great desti-
nations, right here in Ontario, 
and I enjoyed the same thrill of 
discovery that I have known in 
other parts of the world.

F’rinstance: There was an over-
night get-away to the shores of 
Lake Huron, which ended with 
my first visit to the terrific Cow-
bell Brewery in Blyth. I’ll be 
back.

You may know the garden writ-
ing of my friend David Hobson; 
David’s small but amazing gar-
den in Kitchener is open to the 
public for a few hours, once a 
year. Those were a few utterly 
magical hours, in a tiny garden, 
every bit as impressive as many 
I have seen in England.

You may have read an earli-
er column about a wine tour I 

helped to arrange, visiting four 
Ontario wineries. At every place, 
all necessary protocols were 
followed, but that in no way di-
minished the delight of enjoying 
excellent Ontario wines in beau-
tiful settings. The staff at the 
wineries – Fielding, Flat Rock, 
Calamus and Vieni – went out of 
their way to be welcoming, and 
everyone enjoyed as fine a day 
as we might, anywhere in the 
world.

One of my most surprising trav-
el adventures started about sev-
en minutes from my front door 
– a “farm tour” in Perth County. 
The final event of the afternoon 
was a meal on the patio of the 
Listowel Golf Course. During 
that meal, the lovely folks from 
Perth Tourism presented us with 
a good basket filled with Perth 
County items, including really 
good beer from the Shakespeare 
Brewing Company.

I laughed out loud at one of the 
unexpected gifts – a beautiful-
ly crafted cheese board from 
Windbreak Farm Wood Works, 
near Mitchell.

Windbreak’s Bob Hutson is 
a dear friend, and a brilliant 
craftsman. I have spent hours 
trying to keep out of his way 
in his woodworking shop, and 
I already treasure several of 
his cheese boards. But I was 
delighted to receive one more, 
through the circuitous route of a 
travel writers’ adventure.

And speaking of golf courses, 
being an occasional golf writer 
is a terrific benefit during the 
pandemic. Over the course of 
the season, I played a lot of golf, 
including opportunities to visit 
some special courses. A friend 
hosted me at Westmount, a per-

petually pristine private course 
in Kitchener-Waterloo. With 
some buddies, I played the en-
joyable Brantford-area course 
newly re-named in honour of 
Walter Gretzky.

And therein lies a story – I was 
looking for a new driver, and 
found one in Gretzky pro shop. 
It was on sale at about one-third 
the original cost. Why so cheap? 
Because it’s a Bubba Watson 
commemorative edition, and if 
you know golf, you know Bubba 
plays with a bright pink driver. 
I bought it, without ever try-
ing it out, and found two great 
benefits – it works well, for me, 
and its blinding pinkness often 
drives my golfing companions 
nuts.

A highlight was an invitation to 
play at the private Pulpit Club, 
near Caledon, with fellow mem-
bers of the Golf Journalists As-
sociation of Canada. A gorgeous 
golf club, the 36-hole Pulpit 
Club, was built by the guys who 
invented Trivial Pursuit, Chris 
Haney and Scott Abbott. The 
one very unusual thing is that 
there is a small cemetery on The 
Pulpit course, where three chil-
dren who died in the 19th centu-
ry are buried… beside the grave, 
of course, founder Chris Haney! 
There is a small sign suggesting 
that golfers whose balls land in 
the iron-fenced cemetery can 
take a free drop on less hal-
lowed parts of the fairway.

As 2021 was nearing its close, 
we spent five days in Ottawa. In 
subsequent columns, you will be 
reading about some of the great 
attractions in and around Can-
ada’s capital. While there, we 
were invited to dine in several 
wonderful restaurants, where 

the food was exquisite, and the 
service was excellent – a huge 
treat after months and months 
of avoiding dining out. If you’re 
in Ottawa, check out Play Food 
& Wine, in the Byward Market 
area. The food is “Savoury Small 
Plates” – you order a selection 
and share – and the wine list 
is superb. Nigel, our waiter, de-
cided we might enjoy a unique 
wine even though we hadn’t or-
dered it, and brought tastings of 
Albarino, a white Spanish wine 
I had never sampled. Delicious!

At Absinthe Café, our friend-
ly server talked me into (well, 
it took very little persuasion) 

ordering an Absinthe cocktail 
dubbed “Death in the After-
noon.” False advertising – I sur-
vived – but a great cocktail.

Do I hope to travel further afield 
in 2022? Yes – trips to Nova Sco-
tia, Ireland and Dominica are al-
ready in the works. But if all else 
fails, there is certainly plenty to 
do, and lots of surprises to enjoy, 
a comfortable car ride from our 
front doors.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The best of a tough 2021

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL —

Peter Van-Helsdingen, owner of Calamus Wines, offered a warm wel-
come to our wine tour group. (Paul Knowles photo)

Golf at the beautiful Pulpit Club, near Caledon (Paul Knowles photo) Blyth's Cowbell Brewery, a popular day trip stop. (Paul Knowles photo)
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By Gary West

Farmers in the Tavistock, New Hamburg, 
Perth and Waterloo Region areas are still 
donating good quality hay in large square 
bales out to their western neighbours in 
need, due to drought conditions this sum-
mer.

The western prairie provinces, especially 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, are receiv-
ing loads of hay from Ontario under the 
banner of “Hay West 2.0."

Shown here last week, in South Easthope 
Township, at the farm of Dale and Marilyn 
Bundscho and family on Line 33, is Dale 
Bundscho on the loader and organizer 

Martin Ritsma helping to strap down 24 
1,000 lb. high quality hay bales on a trail-
er owned and operated by Calvin Schmidt 
of Wellesley. The hay is destined for dairy 
and beef farmers in Saskatchewan. They 
will unload onto a large transport trailer 
in Drayton for the journey west.

To date, 31 transport trailer loads of hay 
have been donated by Ontario farmers, 26 
have already been shipped and 24 more 
farmers in Saskatchewan are expecting 
hay to arrive. Farmers who are donat-
ing will be receiving income tax receipts 
available for the donation. If you do have 
hay to donate, contact Ritsma by phone or 
text at 519-276-9659.

COMMUNITY —

Certified Plumbing Services

Certified Electrical Services

Gas furnace

Air conditioner

Mini-split heat pumps

Central heat pumps

Gas/propane generator

Hot water heaters 

HRV          

Pool heater install & service

Gas & propane BBQ hook-ups

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL 
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

1439 Gingerich Road, Baden

arcadianprojects.ca

Continuing the business of:

519-804-9697
Service Department Extension

SERVICES

Certified Technicians & Electricians

for all gas, electrical and

mechanical equipment

info@arcadianprojects.ca

(supply & service)

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

“A hidden gem”“A hidden gem”

Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order
www.mariochangchicken.ca

mariochangchicken

Perth County families 
receive donated 
Christmas meals

More local hay heading west

M & J Contracting donated Christmas meals to the Optimism Place Women’s Shelter and 
Support Services outreach clients in late December. Owner-operator Mike Roy and his team 
provided meals for nine families across the Perth County community - a total of 24 women 
and children. (Photo contributed)
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169 Woodstock Street North, Tavistock
Welcome to 169 Woodstock Street North, located in the lovely town of Tavistock, 
and is within commuting distance to the KW area, Woodstock, Stratford, and Lon-
don.  If you like old character homes, this is one home you must view. This lovely 
2.5 storey brick home located on a large 41.31 X 264 foot lot has been well main-
tained and updated and offers so much for your family. Features of this amazing 
home include, a newer kitchen with sliding doors to a deck and rear yard, com-
bined living and dining room with pocket doors, hardwood floors, natural wood 
trim, 4 bedrooms, plus an unfinished walk up attic, potential for a 5th bedroom 
or family room, 2.5 baths, finished family room and 3 piece bath in the basement, 
detached 1.5 car garage, open front porch, upper rear balcony. Why dream when 
you can own this great home today, call today to view.
MLS# 40199016 $699,900

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

NEW LISTINGS

ALSO AVAILABLE

636584 14th Line, RR#1 Tavistock
Welcome to 636584 14th Line, RR#1 Tavistock. Are you ready to escape the hustle 
and bustle and wake up surrounded by farmers fields and privacy?   If you tired 
of the city or town living and want to move to the country, then be sure to call to 
view this 3 + 2  bedroom bungalow located on a 155  X 264  foot country lot.  Lo-
cated minutes from Woodstock and Tavistock, this country property offers open 
concept main floor with a newer kitchen, main floor laundry, 3 bedrooms, and 
if you are in need of added living space for your teenagers or family members, 
the basment offers 2 bedrooms, finished family room and additional laundry 
facilities,  with a basement walk out to the rear yard, which makes for a private 
2nd entrance.  Or if you have a dream house plan that you have always wanted 
to build in the country and can not find a lot, this property might be just what 
you have been looking for.  Call today form more information or your own private 
viewing  on this great country. MLS#40198857  $749,900

51 Woodstock Street South Tavistock
Are you considering buying an investment property, or are you looking for a property to run 
your business and would like to have an extra income from a rental unit, or are you looking 
for a commercial building that you can run your business and live in the same building?Than 
why not consider this well maintained commercial property located in the heart of down-
town Tavistock.  This brick 2 storey building offers store front commercial space on the main 
level  which could be used for many types of businesses, the upper level offers a lovey 2  
bedroom residential  apartment with  separate entrance, in suite laundry, gas fireplace, 5 
appliances.  No need to worry about parking, as this building fronts on Woodstock Street 
South and backs onto Decew Street, making this property ideal for your commercial busi-
ness for exposure and ideal for rear parking for your own vehicles, and shipping deliveries.  
Tavistock is a growing community with limited commercial buildings, let this be your new 
investment property today, call today for more information on this great property.
MLS#40163966  $699,900

PLANNING YOUR MOVE - Tired of your current house or need more space, or outgrown your current house and you 
would like to know more information about either buying or selling a house, please call Sandra for more information. 
Sandra Eby, Sales Representative can be reached at either Bus: 519-273-4400, Res: 519-655-2548, Cell: 519-272-7676 or 
mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

Joke sign on 
Shade Street 
strikes again

COMMUNITY —

Another joke sign was spotted on Shade Street in Wilmot, 
this time describing what snowmen eat for breakfast. Nu-
merous joke signs have been posted here in the winter. 
(Photo credit: Scott Dunstall)

Death as Life's Work: Waterloo Region Undertakers and 
Funeral Businesses, Illustrated Histories 1850 to 2020 
by Marion Roes is now available for sale at the Fu-
ther-Franklin Funeral Home, Wellesley (call before go-
ing) and Living Waters Books, Elmira. Copies will be in 
Regional library branches in 2022. For information and 
other locations, contact Roes at mlroes@sympatico.ca 
or 519 883-1448. Undertakers and funeral directors in 
Baden, New Hamburg, New Dundee and Tavistock are 
included in the personal stories and interviews about 
people who are familiar to most readers. Fans of vintage 
vehicles will especially enjoy the 50+ photos of horse-
drawn and motor hearses and funeral cars that are part 
of the 500 illustrations in this one-of-a-kind publication.

New historical book 
available locally

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/ TheWilmotPost
Twitter.com/TaviGazette
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COMMUNITY —

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

By Nancy Maitland, Wellesley Town-
ship Heritage and Historical Society

Does a pandemic stop the good na-
ture of the people of Wellesley and 
Wilmot Townships? Absolutely not!

During the lockdown of 2021, Wendy 
Richardson devised a project to get 
people creative, to keep busy and to 
contribute to the community. With the 
permission of the fair board, Wendy 
generously sponsored prize money 
for a project to raise money for the 
fair.

Wendy posted a simple question on 
the Wellesley Township FaceBook 
page – “Crochet Anyone?” She invited 
residents to create 12” garden-themed 
crocheted squares to be made into an 
afghan, which would be raffled off, 
with the proceeds going toward fair 
expenses.

The response was overwhelming – 42 
squares were submitted by 18 peo-
ple, some of whom live beyond the 
boundaries of the townships. There 
were enough squares to make three 
afghans, two market bags and a beau-
tiful pony pillow. Marlene Schamber 
from outside New Hamburg judged 
the squares, checking for gauge, mis-
takes, evenness and visual appeal. 
Barb Nowak coordinated the squares 
into colour schemes. Wendy added 
a border to each square and sewed 
them together.

Prize winners were: ($40/$30/$20)

1st – Beth Strain of St. Clements

2nd – Elsie Martin of St. Clements

3rd – Susan Rogers of New Hamburg

Other contributors include Jennifer 
Hardwick, Wellesley; Marilyn Bur-
nard, New Hamburg; Erma Martin, St. 
Clements; Anne Koch, Wellesley; Car-
olyn Fallowfield, Grand Bend; Beth 
Schlueter, Wellesley; Annette Bax, 
Waterloo; Val Brooks, Wellesley; Di-
ane Peters, Wellesley; Frances Kaster, 
Maryhill; Claire Birrell, Wellesley; 
Susan Roes, Wellesley; Wendy Rich-
ardson, Wellesley; Michelle Spencer, 
Linwood; Michaela Jantzi, Wellesley.

Once complete, the women who had 
made the squares said they would be 
honoured to have one of the afghans 
donated to the Wellesley Township 
Heritage and Historical Society, say-
ing, “this way, our project gets to live 
on.”

The three afghans were named Lake-
side Garden, Summer Garden and 
Community Garden. This last one is 
now in the collection of the Welles-
ley Township Heritage and Historical 
Society. Needless to say, the WTHHS 
was honoured and thrilled to receive 
this donation.

Leah Sebben of Linwood photo-
graphed the finished afghans for the 
project. Leah was the 2019 Fair Am-
bassador and continues to support 
the fair.

Thanks to the combined efforts of the 
community, the afghans were raffled 
on October 2nd, and after all expens-
es raised over $700.00 toward fair ex-
penses. Win / win / win!

Writer Paul Knowles, whose travel column appears in 
this newspaper, has been named a finalist in the Cana-
dian Online Publishing Awards. Knowles is one of five 
finalists in the Best Blog/Column/Videocast/Podcast cat-
egory in consumer publications. He is nominated for his 
article, in Broadview magazine, entitled “At 66 years old, I 
finally decided to search for my biological mother”, pub-
lished May 5, 2021. Award winners will be named in Feb-
ruary of 2022.

Knowles also took the bronze award for Best On-line 
Travel Column/Blog, presented by the Travel Media As-
sociation of Canada, in June, 2021.

It has also been announced that two of Knowles’ columns, 
which appeared in this newspaper in 2021, have been 
nominated for an Ottawa Tourism Travel Writing Award, 
with the results to be announced in April 2022.

He has previously won national and international writ-
ing awards, including an Honourable Mention from the 
North American Travel Journalists Association, in 2019, 
for the travel feature, “A Complicated Icon,” which fol-
lowed the footsteps of Martin Luther in Germany; and a 
first place award from the Canadian Church Press for his 
2017 published interview with theologian Martin Rum-
scheidt, a pastor who dedicated his life to reconciliation 
with the Jewish community, after discovering his father 
was a Nazi collaborator.

Knowles writes a weekly travel column, as well as feature 
articles for a variety of publications. His second mystery 
novel, “The Dun Also Rises,” was published in 2021. His 
fourth humourous gardening book, “The Magic Garden”, 
was published in 2020.

“Community Unity” in Response to Lockdowns

Travel columnist nominated for publishing award

Call “TOM THE TREE FELLAR”
                                        519-662-6198

Now booking for 21-22 Winter Season
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL.

          “THE SNOW PROS” Snow Clearing and Ice Control

N.H. INC.

Now Hiring Part-time and 
Full-time for the upcoming 
snow season. Please call or 
email treefellar@netflash.net
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COMMUNITY —

January 5 to January 26

Free Ukulele Lessons

Hosted by the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre at 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre at 1,000 Maple Leaf 
Street. Wednesdays 3:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednes-
days 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Ages 8-13. For more in-
formation or to register 
call 519-662-2731 or email 
rachel@wilmotfamilyre-
sourcecentre.ca.

January 15th

Bottle Drive

Hosted by the Optimist 
Club of Petersburg to raise 
funds to help the organi-
zations and youth in the 

community.From 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at 1239 Notre 
Dame Drive Petersburg 
(Bechtold Home Improve-
ments). All COVID mea-
sures will be in place. Vis-
itors are asked to stay in 
their cars while volunteers 
unload the empties. For 
more info call Warren at 
519-634-8925.

January 15th

Soup and Firewood

Hosted by the Optimist 
Club of Petersburg along 
with their Bottle Drive

Fo’Cheezy Roasted Red 
Pepper Soup – 1 quart for 
$12.00

Firewood $5.00/bag

From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
1239 Notre Dame Drive, 
Petersburg (Bechthold 
Home Improvements).

January 17

Blood Donation Event

Steinmann Mennonite 
Church, 1316 Snyder's 
Road West, New Hamburg. 
Booking times available on 
blood.ca from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

January 22 to January 29

Family Literacy Week

Designed for all ages. Stop 
by your local Region of 
Waterloo Library (RWL) 
branch to pick up the ABC 
Life Literacy Canada Fam-
ily Activity Book and make 

outdoor time, fun family 
learning time.

January 27 and February 3

Let's Talk Plastics Un-
wrapped! The real story 
and hope for the future

Hosted by the Nith Valley 
Eco Boosters from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Watch the Story 
of Stuff documentary be-
tween Jan. 27 and Feb. 4. 
A panel discussion will be 
held on Feb. 3rd. Register 
at https://nvecoboosters.
com.

February 4th

Blood Donation Event

5279 Ament Line, Linwood. 
Booking times available on 
blood.ca from 4 p.m. until 

8 p.m.

February 13th

Drive Thru Valentine's 
Dinner

Advance tickets for the 
Optimist Club of Peters-
burg Drive Thru Valen-
tine's Dinner. Pick-up 
from 5 p.m. 6 pm at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 
New Hamburg. $23 a tick-
et. Includes pork schnit-
zel, roast potatoes, apple 
chutney and lemon, veg-
gies, coleslaw, role, cherry 
cheesecake and treat. For 
tickets call Warren 519-
634-8925 or the Legion 
519-662-3770.

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JANUARY 2022

Tavistock 
Agricultural Society

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING
January 24, 2022

at 7:00 p.m.

On Zoom, 
Contact Julie Kimpel 

at
jkimpel2003@yahoo.ca 

for link to meeting

All members are 
invited to attend.

UPCOMING
EVENT

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service released photos of 
suspects in connection to a robbery in Wellesley Town-
ship that occurred Friday, January 7.

At about 4:30 p.m., police responded to the area of 
Lobsinger Line and Herrgott Road in Wellesley for a re-

port of a robbery. Three suspects entered a business and 
demanded money from the employees. One of the sus-
pects brandished a knife.

The suspects fled the area with an unspecified amount 
of cash. The suspects were last seen travelling north on 
Herrgott Road in a stolen vehicle.

No physical injuries were reported. The investigation is 
ongoing. Investigators are looking to identify and speak 
to the individuals in the images in connection to the in-
cidents.

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

Police release photos of suspects in Wellesley 
Township robbery
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WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Polymerase 
Chain Reaction. 
2) Jonathan Swift  
3) Twenty-eight 
4) Joe Frazier 
5) A muster 

6) Icarus 
7) Four 
8) Iraq (60 
miles south of 
Baghdad) 
9) Yuri Gagarin
10) Iron Age

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS

Submit your classified to us by calling
519-655-2341 or emailing info@wilmotpost.ca 
or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s 
(He wants this bolded) Jazz, Rock, Alternative, 
Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750

For Sale: 4 Hankook  Pike RW snow tires
LT 235-75 R15 on Ford rims
Call 519-577-4490
Please phone between 9am-5pm

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

MAPLE SYRUP  

2021 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

Deadline for all upcoming advertisements is 
MONDAY AT 10AM of the week the ad is to be 

run! 
Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: tavistockgazette@rogers.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek@xplornet.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

Nathan Brenneman
Owner / Operator

Nathan@BrennemanElectric.ca Residential • Commercial
519-404-2130 Industrial • Agricultural
www.BrennemanElectric.ca ECRA/ESA 7009984

PAVESTONESMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
Repairs to all makes/models 
of Riding and Push Mowers, 

Rototillers, Trimmers, 
Snowblowers, Chainsaws, etc. 

including Commercial and Farm
Reasonable rates, free Pickup and Delivery. 
Reconditioned equipment sales with "All Inclusive" 60 
day warranty.

RANDY’S REPAIR SERVICE
Hickson 519-462-2739 • Cell 226-228-2739

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

Main office: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys  
519-284-2332 • www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certifi cates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies

519-655-2341
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Sonny Molloy’sSonny Molloy’s Sean’s BarSean’s Bar Abbey TavernAbbey Tavern

Blarney CastleBlarney Castle Cliffs of MoherCliffs of Moher

PlusPlus
• Cork • Cork 

• Dublin• Dublin
• Galway• Galway

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159
519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796
226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

www.stonetowntravel.com

10 day pub tour of10 day pub tour of

June 2023June 2023

Killarney Brewing Co.Killarney Brewing Co. Franciscan WellFranciscan Well

Jameson Irish WhiskeyJameson Irish Whiskey Slane WhiskeySlane Whiskey

GuinnessGuinness SmithwicksSmithwicks

IrelandIreland
BreweriesBreweries

Whiskey DistilleriesWhiskey Distilleries

BarsBars

SitesSites


