
By Nigel Gordijk

The Township of Wilmot hosted two 
events at the start of September, ahead 
of the first National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, a statutory holiday at 
the end of the month. An orange “Ev-
ery Child Matters” flag was raised on 
September 1, before being immediate-
ly lowered to half-mast to acknowledge 
the thousands of Indigenous children’s 
remains that are being discovered at 
former residential schools.

The flag-raising was followed two days 
later by a smudging ceremony, led by 
Clarence Cachagee, one of the founders 

of Crow Shield Lodge. The lodge, a lo-
cal place for Indigenous education and 
healing, donated the flag.

“What if these were our children who 
went away to school and never came 
home? How would that impact us?” Ca-
chagee asked attendees, which included 
Township staff and council, as well as 
Wilmot residents.

Smudging is an Indigenous ceremony 
for the cleansing of negative thoughts of 
a person or place.

“I think it’s great that the Township is 
doing this,” Cachagee said in an inter-
view afterwards. “I just hope it’s not a 

one-time thing. This is a time for the 
truth to come out about Indigenous peo-
ple. I think it’s amazing to acknowledge 
the children that never made it home.”

He hopes that people will start to learn 
and understand more about the darker 
aspects of Canadian history.

“Maybe (Wilmot) can be a leader with-
in the other townships, about reconcil-
iation, about having a partnership with 
the Indigenous people, and listening to 
the voices and the needs of the Indig-
enous people. Maybe every year or six 
months, we can come back, and we can 

By Veronica Reiner

Tri-County Mennonite Homes (TCMH), a 
nursing home based in New Hamburg, is im-
plementing a mandatory COVID-19 vaccina-
tion requirement for all staff, volunteers, and 
students starting October 31.

The only exemption to this policy is for med-
ical reasons and requires written proof from 
a physician or nurse practitioner. Failure to 
comply will result in unpaid administrative 
leave until the policy is complied with. 

Dr. Steven Harrison, Chief Executive Officer of 
TCMH, said those impacted were informed in 
advance of the official announcement. There 
were no “major or even minor” incidents 
among staff members. 

“As you can imagine, this was not an easy de-
cision but one we had to land on as we look 
to protect individuals in care, staff, and the 
broader community,” said Harrison.

Across the organization, more than 1,000 vis-
itors go in and out of TCMH homes per week. 

Newly hired staff will require proof of first 
vaccine dose as a condition of employment 
and are required to become fully immunized 
to remain as an employee, or provide a medi-
cal note of exemption.

The exemption medical note must set out 
that the person cannot be vaccinated against 
COVID-19, and the effective period for that 
medical reason (e.g. permanent or time limit-
ed).

TCMH will support necessary time off re-
quests for vaccination as appropriate. 

The Board of Directors and Senior Leadership 
Team reviews obligations under the Charter 
Rights of Canadians (Section 7 of Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms).

“The policy aligns with our values as an orga-
nization and is consistent with similar policies 
across the health and social services sectors, 
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steps towards reconciliation
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Council, staff and residents took part in an Indigenous ceremony at the start of the month, 
as part of the lead-up to National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 30

Clarence Cachagee, of the Cree Nation, led a smudging ceremony near the Township of Wilmot municipal building, as part of the lead-up to 
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. “I think it’s great that the Township is doing this,” he said.
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including the Coalition of National Seniors’ Living Oper-
ators, led by Chartwell, Extendicare, Responsive Group, 
Revera, and Sienna,” said Harrison. 

Education, guidance, and support is available to any staff 

member to feel comfortable in the decision to get vacci-
nated, said Harrison. 

TCMH began supporting vaccine education through 
Surge Learning in July, and made an effort to provide 
timely and relevant information to staff about the bene-
fits of getting vaccinated.

revisit our commitment about the flag, 
about the (Prime Ministers Path) statues, 
about the direction that this township is 
going, with acknowledging and walking 
with the Indigenous people.”

Cachagee, whose spirit name is Kiway 
Tinway Innine (North Wind Man), is a 
Cree survivor of the Sixties Scoop. The 
term refers to the large-scale apprehen-
sion of Indigenous children from their 
families, which began in the 1960s and 
ended in the mid-80s. The children were 
adopted by predominantly non-Indige-
nous families.

Cachagee was brought up by New Or-
der Mennonites on a farm north of New 
Dundee. Although many Scoop survivors 
were treated poorly by the people who 
adopted them, Cachagee says he was 
loved and cared for, learning many use-
ful life skills. However, he would act out 
during periods of anger as a response to 

not knowing his birth parents or ancestry. 
This resulted in him being kicked out of 
school several times. He learned about his 
heritage much later, as an adult.

Cachagee’s father, aunts and uncles were 
forced to attend residential schools. His 
82-year-old uncle is haunted by memories 
of the experience, especially while burial 
sites at former schools continue to be dis-
covered.

“It’s triggered something within him,” said 
Cachagee. “He’s waking up every night. 
He remembers when he was in a school, 
around seven years old, where the stu-
dents were burying a little girl who passed 
away, and they buried her on the side of 
a hill. It’s turned into something that he 
cannot stop or put to rest. He wants to go 
find that little girl, and he wants to find 
that hill to acknowledge her, to honour 
her, and to say, ‘This is where you need to 
exhume her body so she can go back to 
her family, so she can go back to her com-
munity, so she can go back to her nation.’”

Wilmot councillor Angie Hallman brought 
forward the motion to raise the flag at the 
April 23 council meeting. All five council-
lors voted in favour.

The motion was introduced a few hours 
after the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO) issued a draft resolution 
for municipal recognition of September 30 
as National Day for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. An AMO document stated, “Municipal 
leaders are being looked to in order to set 
the tone and be part of the constructive 
societal change that is needed and expect-
ed.” The document encouraged municipal 
governments to fly the “Every Child Mat-
ters” flag for the month of September.

“Every level of government has a respon-
sibility for reconciliation,” said Hallman 
in an interview. “At Wilmot Township, we 
have gone through our own journey with

the issues that have arisen, with having 
statues on the property that stopped In-
digenous people from participating in mu-

nicipal politics.”

She added that the symbolism of raising 
the orange flag was important, and she’s 
grateful for its donation by Crow Shield 
Lodge. Raising the flag is a “significant 
step towards reconciliation,” but the next 
step will require real action.

“As an elected official in government, our 
responsibility is to change those systems 
that are harming people in the community 
by having their voices at the table,” Hall-
man said. “What reconciliation looks like 
at all levels of government is making sure 
that we listen, and then make the action to 
move forward, to make sure that there is 
space and appropriate actions that aren’t 
causing harm.”

To end the ceremony, Cachagee sang a 
song to honour the flag.

“I sing this song to honour the children,” 
he said. “I sing this song to honour each 
and every one of you. This is a great thing 
you’re doing.”

By Veronica Reiner

The township of Wilmot is implementing a mandatory 
vaccination guideline that requires staff, students and 
volunteers to disclose their vaccination status by Sep-
tember 22.

Those who are not vaccinated, or choose not to disclose 
their status, will be required to undergo education on the 
benefits of COVID-19 vaccination status and participate 
in a rapid antigen testing program.

This will affect about 250 employees, including staff and 
firefighters, according to Interim Chief Administrative 
Officer Sandy Jackson. This announcement does not im-
pact members of council.

“We are still working through the details of implementa-

tion and will be updating staff when details are finalized,” 
said Jackson.

Some details to be sorted out include the vaccination 
disclosure process, how often an unvaccinated employee 
would be required to undergo rapid antigen testing, and 
exemption considerations.

The township, in a release dated September 13, cited 
an increase of cases and hospitalizations as part of the 
reason for this announcement. “There is ample scientific 
proof that vaccinations are the most effective way to min-
imize the spread and protect township staff from acquir-
ing, or spreading the COVID-19 virus.”

The day before, Ontario reported 600 new COVID-19 cas-
es and six deaths.

Staff who are able to work remotely have continued to do 
so, said Jackson. Some positions are required to be in of-
fice, such as receptions, sports facilities, and operational 
staff.

“The township has a duty to ensure that our workplace is 

safe for employees and citizens accessing township ser-
vices, while also modeling the role every individual plays 
in ensuring the safety of others,” said Mayor Les Arm-
strong.

“We must take the leadership role at this critical time to 
do our part to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19 on our 
staff, our operations, and citizens who depend on us ev-
ery day. It’s simply the right thing to do.”

The new guideline dovetails on the recent mandatory 
vaccine passport, along with other safety protocols re-
cently implemented at township locations.

For example, plexiglass installation at all front counters 
where staff serve customers, including Wilmot Recre-
ation Centre and the Administration Complex. There are 
also hand sanitizing stations, masking protocols, and re-
quired daily self-screening.

The Region of Waterloo announced a similar policy the 
same day, which will require employees to disclose their 
vaccination status by September 27.
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The Wilmot Post
Weekly Quiz

1) Who was the first female Prime Minister of Great 
Britain?

2) How many ribs are in a human body?

3) What is the world’s biggest island?

4) What did the Crocodile swallow in Peter Pan?

5) The Statue of Liberty was given to the US by which 
country?

6) Which US city is known as the City of Brotherly Love?

7) What was Babe Ruth’s first name?

8) Who was the first African American to win the 
Academy Award for best actor?

9) Greenland was a colony of which country until 1981?

10) Which organization was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1917?

Answers found on page 15

Township of Wilmot takes symbolic steps

Township of Wilmot requires employees to 
disclose their vaccination status

Tri-County Mennonite Homes requires all 
volunteers, staff to be vaccinated by Oct. 31
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By Gary West

When most people think of art, they think 
of paintings or sculptures, but this story is 
about four men who are “Stone Carvers” 
and have taken on the art of stone mason-
ry through the knowledge they received in 
their home country. These four men are all 
from the same family in Syria and devel-
oped and honed their craft while growing 
up there.

It was on the North Easthope farm of Roy, 

Marty and Derrick Lichti that you couldn’t 
help but notice the professional work-
manship that was shown in constructing 
a stone retaining wall cut from original 
field stone. When you travel up and down 
the roads of this Scottish neighbourhood 
you will notice many stone houses that 
were built the same way as this wall is be-
ing built. There are very few masons that 
will take on this work now-a-days, as it 
requires brute strength and ability to cut 
and place the stones to end up with a mas-

terpiece when complete (like this work 
looks to be).

In talking with the four men (only one 
could speak fluent English) they could not 
say enough about how happy they were 
to be in Canada and contribute to soci-
ety through their hard work. Mohammad 
Alyounes along with his cousins Khaled, 
Ahmed and uncle Mohamed, fled Lebanon 
to Syria after the Lebanese civil war and 
ended up trying to get out of that coun-
try when a conflict and uprising began 

there also. After applying for and receiv-
ing landed immigrant status, the extended 
family made it to Canada, some coming 5 
years ago and some 2 years ago. They said 
they could not be happier to leave behind 
the constant conflict in their home coun-
try. They live in Kitchener with their fam-
ilies and said they will continue to work 
hard to make a living in Canada. They 
smiled when this writer said, "you must be 
adopted Canadians," when I noticed they 
all had been drinking Tim Hortons Coffee!

FEATURE — www.wilmotpost.ca

Pictured left to right are Mohammad, Khaled, Ahmed and Mohamed Alyounes working in 
making a very colourful field stone wall.

The head of the “Stone Carvers” is Mohamed Alyounes, who has been in Canada for two 
years.

Stone masonry - a work of art

arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

Optimist Club of Petersburg 
Bottle Drive 

Saturday, September 18
from 9 am to 2 pm

1239 Notre Dame Drive Petersburg (Bechthold Home Improvements)

Let us take your empty refundable bottles and cans 
back, as this allows us to raise funds to help the 

organizations and youth in the community. 
Some of our donations have gone to:

Wilmot Family Resources • Lutherwood • Youth Mental Health • Aldaview 
and other organizations that help our youth and community.

All COVID measures will be in place. 
We ask you to stay in your car and we will unload your empties.

For information call Warren at 519-634-8925
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EXPERT ADVICE: Real Estate

A challenge we, the Realtors in 
the Kitchener-Waterloo area, 
face is a shortage of housing 
supply. There will always only be 
one winner and multiple losers 
when a high number of people 

are submitting an offer on one 
single home. This will continue 
until the number of homes for 
sale in the region comes into bet-
ter alignment with the number of 
buyers. All the political parties 
made the lack of housing supply 
a key priority in their election 
promises. It will be interesting 
to see when something is done 
post-election.

Buying or selling a home is usu-
ally a very emotional time for 
those involved and even more 
with the current market.

When buying a home, there are a 
lot of things to consider. Getting 
financially pre-approved makes 
you aware of your actual buy-
ing power which gives you more 

specific pricing guidelines. Credit 
scores, which will be checked, are 
very important to have in good 
standing. Choosing a reputable 
finance company with excellent 
customer service is important. 
In this fast-paced market, a con-
dition of finance is often not ac-
cepted. Accepted offers are much 
higher than the asking price. 
Different lenders may be able to 
offer you different interest rates 
on a mortgage which helps lower 
monthly payments. This is also 
true for homeowners wanting to 
refinance. Before beginning your 
search for a home, knowing what 
locations, price range, and key 
amenities you want help in mak-
ing the selections.

Sellers benefit from higher sales 

prices that let them monetize 
their home equity. Preparing 
your home for sale to have it look 
its best is key. Having it clean, 
tidy and decluttered is most ap-
pealing to buyers and results in a 
better sales price.

In August 2021, the average sale 
price for all residential proper-
ties in the Kitchener-Waterloo 
area was $753.296. The total res-
idential sales included 299 de-
tached, 80 condominium units, 
38 semi-detached, and 118 town-
houses representing a 19.3 per-
cent increase over August 2020. 
The average number of days to 
sell in August was 12 days, com-
pared to 17 days in August 2020 
and a previous 5-year average of 
26 days. "The number of homes 

coming to the market continues 
to be overwhelmed by the num-
ber of homebuyers wanting to 
purchase in Waterloo Region," 
says Nicole Pohl. (President of 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Associa-
tion of REALTORS)

It is anticipated this fall, the mar-
ket will once again be busy.

Working with a REALTOR is the 
best way to get a complete pic-
ture of the property and com-
munity you consider buying or 
selling.

Shirley Koehle is a realtor with 
Peak Realty Ltd for almost 20 
years, transacting in residential, 
commercial, and farm properties. 
Kitchener Waterloo has been her 
home for 48 years.

By Shirley Koehle

Letters take many forms. In con-
tent, they range throughout the 
full range of human thoughts and 
emotions. Best of all, perhaps is 
“the letter from home,” convey-
ing news of family, friends and 
community happenings. That 
communication cord binds one to 
where we had anchored our lives 
for a time and was welcomed by 
many who had travelled afar.

The letter advising us we may 
have just won a fortune, tagged 
with a request to spend money 
for something we don’t need, is 
often just trashed. Then there 
is the letter from a former close 
friend advising one that she/he 
has found someone else and the 
relationship has ended.

Generations ago, stationery with 
both envelope and letters edged 
in black signalled the death of a 
relative or acquaintance. Receiv-
ing that in the mail was advance 
notice of sad news.

For many decades, printers were 
able to augment their income 
when it was customary to have a 
funeral notice of the death of a 
person, including place of service 
and burial. These printed notices 
were sent out primarily to rel-
atives and close friends. Some 
such cards, particularly from the 
Victorian era, were works of art 
as they were embellished with 

black and gold primarily with 
the elegant typefaces used at the 
time. An acquaintance of mine 
is currently preparing an exten-
sive illustrated history of funer-
al customs and practices, which 
will likely include illustrations of 
those card notices.

The Victorian times also saw 
the introduction of the postcard. 
Many examples exist and form 
the basis of collections. With an 
illustration on the front, the re-
verse side provided room for a 
brief written message and the 
recipient’s address. The postcard 
was a great boost for all wishing 
to send a short message to some-
one for various reasons, good 
news or otherwise, giving or re-
questing information, or often 
advertising events or products.

That time period saw nearly 
every parlour occasional table 
loaded with a stereoscope and 
a supply of cards with two sim-

ilar pictures. A novelty of the 
time, it gave the user a beauti-
ful three-dimensional view of 
scenes and people. Those cards 
contained two separate views 
of the same subject. The stereo-
scope was designed to aid each 
eye to view the view as normal 
eyesight does. Each eye sees the 
same image, but from slightly 
different angles, giving depth 
perception.

Many communities had statio-
ners, druggists, and others who 
sold the cards. One great exam-
ple was local druggist Fred H. 
McCallum, who arranged the 
production and sale of a colour-
ful series of ten cards promoting 
the “Old Boys’ Reunion” as it was 
known and held here over the 
Labour Day weekend in 1907. 
The date chosen for that event 
also was to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the incor-
poration of the Village. Very few 

of the cards remained here as 
they were purchased and most-
ly sent out of town to relatives 
and friends with an invitation to 
“come home” for the big week-
end.

There also were many letters 
from soldiers overseas in both 
world wars, writing home to as-
sure loved ones they were safe, 
perhaps offering some news of 
the conflict that censors would 
allow to be sent. One soldier’s 
letter was sent to a New Ham-
burg friend, but it arrived after 
the sender died in a WW I battle. 
That letter survived for decades 
and was placed in the time cap-
sule, which is enclosed in the lo-
cal cenotaph on Huron Street.

No doubt some of our readers 
will have cherished letters or 
postcards safely stored away, 
perhaps to be read occasionally 
reviving fond memories of an-
other time.

PERSPECTIVES: Letters

By Ernie Ritz

OPINION — www.wilmotpost.ca

Letter to the Editor:
Wilmot Township Council approved 
an Accountability and Transparency 
Policy effective December 10, 2007. Its 
stated purpose is “to provide guidance 
with respect to the manner in which the 
Township of Wilmot will ensure that 
municipal matters are approached in an 
accountable and transparent manner, 
with emphasis on openness, ethics, per-
formance outcomes and fiscal responsi-
bility.”

The Wilmot Post reported a decision 
made at the August 23 Council meeting 
regarding an annual reforestation pro-

gram. Five companies took a look at the 
tender, and one actually bid. The Wilmot 
Post reported the details about the con-
tractor’s name, the quantity of services, 
costs and an outline of the timeline for 
work. Great transparency and reporting!

At an online public meeting, on July 
5th, Council passed a motion to remove, 
and store elsewhere, statues from the 
Castle Kilbride site. I requested an un-
redacted copy of the accepted bid quo-
tation submitted by the contractor to 
perform these services. Once a contract 
is awarded it becomes public informa-

tion, as in the case for the reforestation 
project above. The response on August 
18th from the Director Information and 
Legislative Services / Municipal Clerk 
was, “I have been advised you have been 
communicating back and forth with the 
Acting CAO with regards to the Prime 
Ministers Path, the history of certain 
financial and contractual aspects of the 
project, and the storage of the statues. 
Her (sic) and I agreed that at this point 
all your inquiries would be best re-
sponded to through a Freedom of Infor-
mation request.”

On August 19 I paid my $5 and submitted 
the FOI request. Opinions about when 
I’ll hear back have included, “When hell 
freezes over.”, “After the next Council 
elections, maybe,” “Never,” “Anything will 
be redacted.”.

Editor, I’ll let you know what I hear 
about this public information, when and 
if I get a response. Your readers should 
be informed. Elections do matter!

Sincerely,

Barry Wolfe

Baden

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE WILMOT POST
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA
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David Marskell is in the midst of 
conflicting emotions. The CEO 
of THEMUSEUM, the innovative 
museum in the heart of down-
town Kitchener, describes him-
self as both “very excited” and 
“deeply saddened.”

The reason for this welter of 
emotion? The Rolling Stones.

You see, THEMUSEUM will 
host an unprecedented exhibi-
tion about the iconic rock band, 
starting in November. Those with 
sufficient foresight to get tickets 
have a chance for a unique out-
ing to experience a unique exhi-
bition.

So Marskell is understandably 
“very excited.” But on August 
24, the announcement of the 
death of Stones’ drummer Char-
lie Watts was a sad day for any 
fan of the Stones – and Marskell 
is definitely a fan. He told me, 
“Having seen the band 20-plus 
times, I was deeply saddened at 
the passing of Charlie.”

You might think that Watts’ death 
would create an opportunity to 
promote a show like “The Rolling 
Stones/UNZIPPED,” but Marskell 
opted for another approach. He 
says, “Not wanting to connect our 

marketing to his death, I pulled 
all promotion for five days.” But 
when the show does open, on 
November 30, Marskell says, “His 
passing will allow the show to 
shine a light on the importance 
of the band but also of Charlie.”

UNZIPPED is the first interna-
tional exhibition by and about 
the Rolling Stones. The show, 
which features hundreds of orig-
inal Stones artifacts and memo-
rabilia, including some from the 
band members’ private collec-
tions, opened with engagements 
in London England, the US, Aus-
tralia and Asia, and then toured 
in Europe, last year. The Kitch-
ener exhibition, running through 
February 27, 2022, is the exclu-
sive Canadian engagement, so 
fans of the Rolling Stones – of-
ten touted as the world’s greatest 
rock band, and even “the band 
that built rock and roll” -– will be 
flocking to THEMUSEUM.

That’s not just hype – Marskell 
told me, “We have sold more than 
$100K in tickets, with 60% from 
outside the [Waterloo] Region.” 
If you are the sort of person 
for whom the word “museum” 
conjures up images of cobwebs 
and quiet, you haven’t been to 
THEMUSEUM – and you certain-
ly will have your preconceptions 
destroyed by UNZIPPED! The 
exhibition is described as “inter-
active,” and includes “immersive 
‘concert’ experiences.” It’s a big 
deal – it’s THEMUSEUM’s largest 
show to date, and one that will 
introduce a plethora of new fans 
to the destination. It’s expect-
ed that a lot of the visitors will 
“relive the experiences of their 
youth with the exhibition, and 
share the catalyst for rock and 
roll with younger generations.” 
It is also expected to introduce a 
whole new group of younger fans 

to the iconic band, through this 
event, described as “a celebra-
tion of counterculture, recogniz-
ing the impact the Rolling Stones 
have had on music, art, and oth-
er expressions.” The exhibition 
will include approximately 300 
original objects from the Stones’ 
personal collection, including 
original works from artists rang-
ing from Andy Warhol to Prada to 
Martin Scorsese. Fans will visit a 
replica of the Stone’s recording 
studio, and galleries will feature 
video footage, personal diaries, 
costumes, posters and album 
covers. And Marskell and his col-
leagues opt for some typical 60’s 
language when they promise a 
“mind-blowing three-dimension-
al experience of a Stones concert 
delivered in multi-dimension-
al Dolby Atmos Sound. I asked 
Marskell if the show is intended 
to be entertainment or education. 
His response, perhaps predict-
ably, was “Yes!” He added, “There 
are almost 60 years of history go-
ing back to the roots of the band, 
all the way through to today. It is 
truly an entertainment experi-
ence.” But Marskell suggests that 
there is a lot more going on here 
than nostalgia over a rock band – 
even if it is the leading rock band 
in history (which I will debate, as 
a life-long devotee of the Beatles. 
But I digress, all the while admit-
ting that the Stones are pretty 
darned good). Marskell says that 
although UNZIPPED was sched-
uled long before the pandemic 
hit us, it is coming at the right 
time for the local tourism indus-
try. He told me, “I am very excited 
at the Festival Strategy we have 
created and the huge positive 
economic impact UNZIPPED 
will have to help reboot our lo-
cal economy and specifically the 
hospitality sector.” Not that fans 
of the Stones will have doing 

their bit for the economy at top 
of mind. No, they will simply be 
seeking some satisfaction. And 
in this case, they will get some. 
Quite a lot, actually.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Dropping in on the legacy of the Rolling Stones

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL — www.wilmotpost.ca

Some of the Rolling Stones' costumes included in the exhibition at 
THEMUSEUM.

The art and design gallery, part of UNZIPPED.

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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Your 2021 Election Candidates for Kitchener-Conestoga
Get to know them and where they stand on the issues facing the community

Tim Louis (Incumbent) 
Liberal Party of Canada

www.votetimlouis.ca 

Tim Louis has lived in the Forest 
Heights area for the last 25 years 
with his family. He is currently 
the incumbent candidate, elected 
as the MP for Kitchener-Cones-
toga riding in 2019. Louis was a 
full-time musician prior to the 
2019 election, with four recorded 
solo albums under his belt. His 
musical career afforded him the 
opportunity to travel the world 
but he said he has always con-
sidered Kitchener home.

Narine Dat Sookram
New Democratic Party

www.narinedatsookram.ndp.ca 

Narine Dat Sookram has lived in 
the Kitchener area for 20 years, 
the last 12 being in the Kitch-
ener-Conestoga riding. He de-
scribes himself as a family man, 
a husband and father to two girls. 
He works in the community as a 
social worker and job develop-
er. Sookram said that one of the 
main reasons he entered the race 
is because of the thousands of 
stories he’s heard through his job 
from people in the community 
about struggling to find afford-
able housing, affordable child 
care and a decent job. 

Kevin Dupuis
People’s Party of Canada

www.kevindupuis.com 

Kevin Dupuis grew up on a farm 
with a large family. He has lived 
in the Kitchener area since 1985 
where he raised his family. Du-
puis has spent his career in IT 
as a software engineer. He spent 
a portion of his career installing 
document management systems 
for private and public organi-
zations in the area. He is also a 
former trustee for the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board 
but resigned in May.

Carlene Hawley
Conservative Party of Canada

www.carlenehawley.ca 

The Wilmot Post is unable to 
provide Hawley's background 
and connection to the Kitchen-
er-Conestoga community be-
cause the campaign team failed 
to respond to multiple requests 
for an interview. Please see her 
website for more information.

Owen Bradley
Green Party of Canada
www.owenbradley.ca 

Owen Bradley is a software de-
veloper by trade and has prior 
experience as a securities trad-
er. He has an intense passion for 
policy and planning and spends 
his personal time advocating for 
investments in electric vehicle 
infrastructure. Since the 2019 
election, he has also tried to work 
with members of federal opposi-
tion parties to establish a private 
members bill for election reform 
to avoid snap elections like the 
one we are currently experienc-
ing. He currently lives in Kitchen-
er but has lived across Southwest-
ern Ontario throughout his life.

By Rose Danen

** Responses to the following questions 
have been summarized for length and clar-
ity

*** The Wilmot Post was unable to gather 
Hawley’s responses to the following ques-
tions after her campaign team failed to re-
spond to multiple requests for an interview 
from the Wilmot Post.

What do you think are currently the 
three biggest issues facing the Kitchen-
er-Conestoga area?

Louis: Affordable housing, child care, 
high-speed internet access

Sookram: Affordable housing, Phar-
macare, child care

Dupuis: Economic recovery, restoring 
freedom of assembly, pandemic response

Bradley: Pandemic response, fiscal sus-
tainability, the environment

A lack of housing in Wilmot has led to 
skyrocketing housing prices and Wil-
mot’s population is projected to keep 
growing. What plans do you have to ad-
dress the issue of affordable housing?

Louis said he wants the next generation 
to be able to get into the housing mar-
ket so that they can start building equi-
ty. He highlighted the Liberal’s ten-year 
national housing strategy that focuses 
on building more affordable housing as 
well as a program to protect the rights of 
house buyers.

“The bottom line is our housing market 
should be a by-product of a strong econ-

omy. Our housing market shouldn’t be 
the economy itself,” said Louis.

Based on his experience as a home in-
spector, Sookram is in favour of taxing 
foreign investors looking to purchase 
houses in Canada and introducing poli-
cies that prevent real estate companies 
from outbidding families looking for 
homes.

“We have to make sure we are sharing 
the pie equally. We have to make sure 
we put in places where the same set of 
people are getting all these deals,” said 
Sookram.

Dupuis pointed toward restrictions that 
are preventing development into farm-
land as well as immigration as the rea-
sons for the housing problem and sky-
rocketing rental prices in the area.

“We’re creating a shortage of housing 
by implementing some of these agenda 
items from the United Nations. What we 
would like to do is take some of those 
restrictions off and change how we deal 
with the United Nations,” said Dupuis.

In a written statement, Bradley said that 
the Green Party would actively pur-
sue the establishment of housing as a 
legally protected fundamental human 
right. He said the party also wants to in-
crease housing investment and introduce 
new social housing projects in the area, 
among other policies.

This year, Wilmot saw peaceful demon-
strations to bring attention to the un-
marked graves of Indigenous children 
in Kamloops, and we saw the removal 

of the Prime Minister’s Path statues in 
July. Where do you stand on Indigenous 
issues?

Louis, Sookram, and Bradley all empha-
sized the importance of recognizing In-
digenous issues and reconciliation, both 
on a personal and party level.

Sookram said the NDP wants to work 
with Indigenous peoples when it comes 
to policy.

“We want them to be a part of that pol-
icymaking and have an open mind, and 
make sure everyone has a seat at the ta-
ble,” said Sookram.

Both Bradley and Louis want to increase 
education in the area about Indigenous 
issues.

“Reconciliation is long overdue, and rec-
ognition of the existence of these types 
of graves should’ve come long before to-
day. We need to understand and appreci-
ate our past and I sincerely hope that we 
do more to educate those that come after 
about our past,” said Bradley.

Louis pointed towards some of the work 
he has done as the current MP to help 
increase education and awareness on 
Indigenous issues - meeting with Indig-
enous elders at the WRFC, speaking vir-
tually to the grade 5 class at Forest Glenn 
about orange shirt day, and working on 
the legislation that created the National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

Dupuis said that he thinks the media has 
overblown the issue regarding the un-
marked graves at residential schools and 
that removing the statues was a shame.

“We really have to take a look at our his-
tory, and we can’t forget our history. Stat-
ues are there as a reminder of what has 
come before us and we can learn lessons 
from those statues,” said Dupuis.

There have been a lot of conversations 
in Wilmot about addressing hate and 
discrimination this past year, including 
an anti-racism rally in Wilmot. What is 
your stance on the issue of diversity and 
inclusion and do you have any plans or 
policies to address these conversations?

Dupuis said this issue affects him direct-
ly.

“I was portrayed in the media that I was 
homophobic and that’s just not the case. 
They said that I resigned from the school 
board over the pride flag. No one actually 
got to vote on the pride flag. I resigned 
over what’s called an Equity Census Re-
port,” said Dupuis.

Dupuis said he opposed the report be-
cause it doesn’t treat the students as 
children of God. He said he has no prob-
lem with diversity, but he thinks it sep-
arates and victimizes children based on 
their differences by teaching them to be 
ashamed of being white and privileged.

Sookram is a licensed diversity and in-
clusion trainer and said he fully supports 
these conversations. He also character-
ized the NDP as the most inclusive party.

 “If you look at all the parties, without 
reading a word but just looking, they will 
know that the only party that represents 
diversity and inclusion from top to bot-
tom is the NDP,” said Sookram.

Continued on page 7
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Your 2021 Election Candidates for Kitchener-Conestoga
Louis said that discrimination need to 
be called out, stating that “acceptance is 
a choice and ignorance is a choice.” Lou-
is referenced the 45 virtual public town 
halls for the community that he was a 
part of to create a space for conversa-
tions about diversity and inclusion.

“Anyone who feels that they don’t belong 
here shouldn’t feel that way. They need 
to feel like they belong, and I’ve tried my 
best to create that environment,” said 
Louis.

Bradley said he wants to see reasonable 
measurements of enforcement to address 
incidents of hate towards others.

“I can appreciate and encourage the ef-
fort of those in the community to raise 
these issues and make sure all members 
of society feel equally invited to partic-
ipate openly and freely within our soci-
ety,” said Bradley.

If (re)elected, what actions would you 
take to help our community recover 
from the pandemic? Can you speak spe-
cifically to the recovery of our economy 
and local small businesses?

Bradley said the best thing we can do to 
help the community recover is address 
the minority of the population that re-
mains unvaccinated at this time.

“As a community, we can attempt to ex-
press to others what influenced our deci-
sions to get vaccinated. It is not uncom-
mon in communities like this for indi-
viduals to respect their neighbours and 
their colleagues more so than the media 

or other sources,” said Bradley.

Dupuis said he wants to create a com-
mittee that would work with all the busi-
nesses that suffered during the pandemic 
and investigate what they can do to help 
these businesses.

“The government has devastated these 
poor individuals, so I want to do every-
thing I can to get their businesses back,” 
said Dupuis.

Sookram said he had had the opportuni-
ty to work with thousands of small busi-
nesses across the region through his job, 
so he is very familiar with the struggles 
facing them.

“We will continue to support small busi-
nesses, not just temporarily, but to the 
point where they will be able to function 
again,” said Sookram.

Louis referenced the work he has done 
as the current MP, including staying in 
contact with local businesses to ensure 
they had the resources they needed to 
keep afloat during the pandemic.

“We made sure these businesses were 
supported, and we’re going to continue to 
do so as we finish this fight against the 
pandemic and move forward,” said Louis.

Where do you stand on vaccine man-
dates?

Louis: “Vaccines work, masks work, and 
social distancing works, and that’s not 
disputable.”

Sookram: “At this point, it is extremely 
crucial to pay attention to the experts… 
I think that getting vaccinated is crucial.”

Dupuis: “I believe vaccines need to be a 
choice… It’s a terrible thing that our gov-
ernment is trying to impose on the peo-
ple.”

Bradley: “I would much rather spend time 
educating those that have been reluctant 
to get vaccinated on what precisely it is 
that they are basing their decision on 
and encourage them to make a decision 
for themselves then necessarily require 
all individuals to be vaccinated. If private 
employers wish to make it a condition of 
employment, I’m fine with that.”

If (re)elected, how do you plan to ad-
dress climate change and environmen-
tal issues? How would these plans im-
pact the Kitchener-Conestoga area?

Sookram said he has been heavily in-
volved in the environmental movement 
personally, initiating an environmental 
project a few years ago for the commu-
nity.

Sookram said the NDP will not only be 
addressing climate change through en-
vironmental policies, but also through 
their affordability policies so that people 
can feel secure and can focus on address-
ing climate change.

Louis sits on the agriculture committee 
in Ottawa and said that he wants to work 
with the local agriculture sector to lower 
their carbon footprint through new tech-
nologies and sequestering carbon.

“I’m really a proponent and advocate 
for more support for nature-based solu-
tions,” said Louis.

Louis also referenced the 46 EV charging 

stations that will be coming to the area 
soon.

Bradley said he thinks one of the key 
issues facing this community is the en-
vironment and that we need to be doing 
more to address climate change, locally 
and nationally.

“If not for the mountain of debt that 
we’ve taken on as of late, it would have 
been ideal for us to make sizable invest-
ments as soon as we reasonably can to 
accelerate the transition of our transpor-
tation industry away from fossil fuels,” 
said Bradley.

He said he’s been talking to residents 
about the potential the community has 
for carbon capture. He also said that the 
Green Party wants to establish a policy to 
help those affected during the transition 
to a greener economy.

“The Green Party has long stood for re-
forming employment insurance to help 
all displaced workers, regardless of their 
industry. That could be exceptionally 
valuable for those in the oil and gas sec-
tor,” said Bradley.

Dupuis said that the PPC wants to roll 
back some of the current environmental 
policies that he said are hurting Canada’s 
economy.

“The PPC party wants to bring ourselves 
away from the Paris Climate Accord and 
get rid of the carbon tax. The carbon tax 
does absolutely nothing except destroy 
businesses that are not following the ini-
tiatives of the government,” said Dupuis.

Continued from page 6

Break and enter in Wilmot warehouse

A break-and-enter occurred in a warehouse around 
the area of Mill Street in Wilmot. The suspect(s) spray 
painted property at the warehouse.

Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) received the 
report the afternoon of September 9. The incident is 
believed to have occurred sometime between August 
31 and September 9. The investigation is ongoing. Any-
one with information is asked to contact police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers and 1-800-222-8477.

Bicycle theft

WRPS received a report of a bicycle theft in the area of 
Mill Street in Wilmot on September 10.

The bicycle was locked in front of a store, when the 
suspect(s) was able to cut the lock and steal the bike. 
The incident is believed to have occurred sometime 
between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
is asked to call the WRPS or Crime Stoppers.

Minor injuries in Wellesley collision

A single motor vehicle collision occurred in the area 
of Hutchison Road and Weimar Line in Wellesley on 
September 10.

At about 7:50 p.m. WRPS responded to the collision 
report.

Through investigation, police determined that the ve-
hicle driver was travelling west on Weimar Line, and 
approached the t-intersection at Hutchison Road. The 
driver’s view was obstructed by sunlight, causing the 

driver to miss the stop sign and continue straight on 
Weimar. The vehicle then entered a ditch and struck a 
fence. The driver was transported to hospital for minor 
injuries.

Two reports of vehicle thefts

WRPS responded to two separate vehicle thefts in 
Wellesley on September 10.

One incident occurred in the area of Voisin Court. 
Sometime overnight, the vehicle was entered, but po-
lice did not say what type of property was stolen.

Another incident occurred in the area of Rosewood 
Place. Sometime between September 9 at 6 p.m. and 
September 10 at 8:40 a.m., the vehicle was entered and 
personal property was stolen. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact police.

NEWS BRIEFS
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See paint counter for details

sico.ca

SAVE 

$15
ON SICO MUSE*

SAVE 

$10
ON SICO EVOLUTION*

*The $15 discount applies to Sico Muse 991,992,993 series, and the $10 discount applies to Sico Evolution 861-5XX,863,866,867  
(excluding Evolution Ceiling) series 3.78 L size only. 

Offer valid from September 8-22, 2021, while quantities last. Sico, Muse and Sico Evolution are registered trademarks  
of the PPG Group of Companies. © 2021 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 720656

SEPTEMBER 8 – 22

1 mile east of tavistock • 985434 Perth-oxford rd., rr #1, tavistock, oN N0B 2r0 
1.866.315.9159 • fax: 519.655.3411 • Ph: 519.655.2014 • www.homedesignsmart.com

By Veronica Reiner

After some deliberation, Wellesley 
council members voted to defer a de-
tailed township municipal flag policy at 
a virtual meeting on Tuesday, August 31. 
There is currently no formal policy re-
lated to the flying of flags at township 
facilities.

A report brought forward by Lindsay 
Raftis, interim administrative assistant 
and deputy clerk, set out policies and 
procedures related to flying flags at half-
mast and ensured flags are flown, dis-

played, and disposed of in a consistent, 
appropriate manner.

According to the policy, any flags that 
became tattered and unusable would be 
destroyed “in a dignified way” by burn-
ing them privately.

Flags on municipal flag poles would 
be lowered at half-mast as a symbol of 
mourning on the following days: April 
28, June 23, second Sunday in Septem-
ber, last Sunday in September, Novem-
ber 11, and December 6. The policy also 
outlines flag locations, other occasions 

that flags will be flown at half-mast,

The only authorized flags include the 
Canadian flag, provincial flag, and town-
ship of Wellesley flag. Councillor Peter 
van der Maas voiced opposition to this 
part of the report.

“The protocol restricts the flying of flags 
to only the township flag and the Cana-
dian flag, but I find that a little too ex-
clusive,” said Cr. van der Maas. “There 
may be occasions during which we will 
be advised to show our support by fly-
ing other flags. I can think of the pride 
flag as an example, or recognition of our 
Indigenous population as another one.”

He suggested expanding what type of 
flags could be permitted or putting up 
a second flag pole. Mayor Joe Nowak 
agreed and said that “it was too exclu-
sive.”

“If we open it up too much, how do we 
determine who is eligible and who isn’t? 
Who makes that decision?” asked Coun-
cillor Shelley Wagner.

Chief Administrative Officer Rik Louwa-
gie suggested approving requests on an 
individual basis. Any other requests to 
fly a flag other than outlined in the poli-
cy would be brought to the council for a 
vote. Then, councillors would determine 
what flags would be flown, and for what 
period of time.

Cr. Herb Neher said, “I agree with Shel-
ley on this. I think we have to be very 
careful. Once you say yes to someone, 
and no to the other, we put ourselves in 
a hornet’s nest.”

Mayor Nowak said these issues would 
be addressed in the future staff report, 
and council voted unanimously to defer 
the decision.

Wellesley defers detailed municipal flag policy
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New Hamburg Office Pro has everything you 
need to set your student up for success.

Pens - Paper - Binders
Coil Notebooks - Calculators

Math/Geometry sets
And Much More!

All major brands of ink and toner 
We recycle your old cartridges

By Gary West

Everyone knows the phrase “Hop to it” as your parents 
might’ve told you during the course of your lifetime. But 
the boys of summer at the Tavistock Hop Company were 
busy last week doing exactly that, taking in the harvest. 
Hops, when dried, processed and pelleted will be used in 
the microbrewing of beer and spirits.

The harvesting took place on the farm of Kyle and Julie 
Wynette, who run a hop yard along with partners Jeremy 
and Donna Bartlett. Eight different varieties have been 
harvested over the last couple of weeks. The hop harvest 
isn’t nearly as mechanized as neighbouring crop farm-
ers who combine corn and beans, since there is a lot of 
hand labour involved. However, the process still involves 
a combine, a dryer, and a pellet mill to run after the crop 
is picked by hand by area youth from the Tavistock area.

The operation begins in the spring when the hops start 
to grow up the coconut rope that was tied to the lines that 
run between the evenly-spaced 22-foot poles (there are 
a total of 834 in this yard). Planting of the perennial hop 
plant only occurs once every 20 to 25 years depending 
on the variety and the yield that different varieties are 
producing.   

The operation is the brain child of the two partners, Jer-
emy Bartlett and Kyle Wynette, who started in 2014 by 

planting their first hops on land owned by the Wynette’s. 
The two shared in a recent interview that most of their 
plants came from a hop nursery in Michigan and that they 
did a lot of reading and researching on different varieties 
to find out what it would take to grow and manage an ex-
tensive hop yard of their own, located west of Tavistock.

The ownership group knew that marketing their crop 
would come with its challenges, however Kyle and Ju-
lie's backgrounds in supply chain planning would prove 
useful experience to navigate unforeseen circumstances. 
Certainly, the past 18 months with COVID has been chal-
lenging for the microbrewing industry, but Tavistock Hop 
Company has been able to weather the storm and the 
team is hoping for increased sales in the future.

Both Kyle and Jeremy also have day jobs; Kyle works for 

Maple Leaf hatchery in New Hamburg while Jeremy is a 
Paramedic in the area.

The Hop farmers were pleasantly surprised when they 
got a call recently, while the harvest was ongoing, from 
John Sleeman of Sleeman’s Brewery fame in Guelph, who 
wanted to tour their yard and take home a few of their 
hop vines for good luck at brewing in the coming year. 
Sleeman went away very impressed with the operation 
of the Tavistock Hop Company and recognized that the 
young entrepreneurs are putting in the work that it takes 
to run a successful business and have surely “Hopped to 
it” in more ways than one!

COMMUNITY — www.wilmotpost.ca

Harvest season at Tavistock Hop Company

Pictured last week are the field “Hop Pickers,” left to right: Max Harvey, Rowan Bartlett, 
Nash Wynette, Anderson Allan and Brady Raymer. Missing is Keaton Bartlett.

This was a full colour scene of beautiful dairy cows last week on a farm owned by Rachel 
Green northwest of New Hamburg. The young organic dairy farmer milks mostly Jerseys 
and also a couple Holsteins and pastures the cows on different grassland paddocks rotated 
throughout the year. (Photo credit: Gary West)
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By Gord Mills

The PJHL 21/22 regular season is sched-
ule for puck drop on October 1.

The New Hamburg Firebirds are excited 
to get into the rink and to get back to game 
action! After a challenging year being 
away from the game, it is great to be back.

We are in full swing with training camp 
which started on September 8 with lots 
of players looking to wear the Birds jer-
sey. We will have a great core of returning 
players to draw on with some exciting new 
players joining the Birds. It should be a 
fun group of players to come out to watch 
this season. Our staff is working hard to 
have the boys ready to go for the season 
start on October 1. We have two more ex-
hibition games in New Hamburg. We play 
the Wellesley Apple Jacks on September 
17 at 7:30 p.m. and on September 24, at 
7:30 p.m. versus Wingham Ironmen. The 

admission to our preseason game is $5. 
We are also offering our regular season 
passes at the low price of $75 at the games.

Our regular season starts on the road 
playing our rivals the Tavistock Braves on 
October 1 at 7:30 p.m. followed by a trip 
to our new division rivals the Hespeler 
Shamrocks on October 3 at 3 p.m. New 
Hamburg Firebird home opener is Octo-
ber 8 where we play host to the Tavistock 
Braves at 7:30 p.m.

The New Hamburg Firebirds would like 
to thank our community for all the sup-
port we have received this past year. The 
support to our fundraising endeavors and 
all the local business that have once again 
came through to help the Birds soar this 
season is very much appreciated. This is 
your community team so please come out 
to CHEER on your New Hamburg Fire-
birds this season. GO BIRDS GO!

The New Hamburg 
Firebirds 2021/2022 
season is set to start

Back to School

There were six anxious students glad to get back to Sprucedale Public School in Shake-
speare and in class learning on the first day last week. They are left to right, Ciana Mclaren, 
Taya Mclaren, Taylor Pletsch, Summer Kollman, Kalia Mclaren and Macy Kollman. They all 
said they were glad to see their friends again and hoped they never had to endure another 
time of online learning from home.  (Photo credit: Gary West)
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Read Canada's Recovery Plan at:  
www.conservative.ca/plan

 Invest $60 billion in 
healthcare.

 End the housing crisis by 
building new homes and 
banning foreign buyers.

 Invest $3 billion into  
renovating long-term-care 
homes in every province.

 Support Supply  
Management in farming.

 Pass a new  
Anti-Corruption Act.

 High-speed internet for  
all Canadians by 2025

Canada’s Recovery Plan will:

Approved by the Official Agent for Carlene Hawley

www.carlenehawley.ca     (519) 745-3100    info@carlenehawley.ca     

Carlene HAWLEY
FOR KITCHENER-CONESTOGA
I am proud to call Kitchener-Conestoga home and will apply my skills as a  
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) to help make life more affordable.
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By Delaney Regehr

Next Tuesday, September 21st, New Ham-
burg Home Hardware and Yantzi Home 
Building Centre, in partnership with Tree 
Canada, will be planting 90 trees in hon-
our of National Tree Day. The tree plant-
ing will take place at Sir Adam Beck Com-
munity Park in Baden.

“We are proud to help beautify our com-
munity by planting 90 trees at Sir Adam 
Beck Community Park,” said Darlene 
Yantzi, Dealer-Owner, Yantzi Home Build-
ing Centre.

“The site was recommended by Let’s Tree 
Wilmot and the Township of Wilmot. This 
will be the first of four tree planting proj-
ects this fall involving Let’s Tree Wilmot. 
We are very appreciative of the assis-

tance provided by Let’s Tree Wilmot in 
the identification of tree locations, select-
ing and ordering appropriate tree species, 
arranging delivery of trees and providing 
experienced planting supervisors.”

New Hamburg Home Hardware and Yant-
zi Home Building Centre are excited to be 
joining 32 other home building locations 
across Canada as they take part in Home 
Hardware’s national tree plant for the 
first time.

“Since 1992, Tree Canada and Home 
Hardware have worked together to plant 
and maintain close to 30,000 trees, creat-
ing a lasting legacy for present and future 
generations,” said Danielle St-Aubin, CEO 
of Tree Canada.

Sheila Walker, Dealer-Owner of New 

Hamburg Home Hardware said, “We are 
excited to work with Tree Canada and 
Home Hardware Stores Limited on this 
important initiative. We have received 
incredible support from the community 
over the years, and this is an opportunity 
for us to say thank you in a real and tan-
gible way.”

Tree Canada is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to planting trees, support-
ing green projects in schools and com-
munities, and restoring trees in areas im-
pacted by natural disasters. Through the 
program, Tree Canada has planted over 
83 million trees in communities across 
Canada.

National Tree Day was first established 
by Tree Canada in 2011 and takes place 

annually on the Wednesday of National 
Forest Week. Throughout this week, edu-
cational workshops, tree plantings, sem-
inars, and more are held as a reminder 
of all the benefits that trees provide, and 
emphasize the need to protect and nur-
ture them. From air filtration, to water 
conservation, to climate regulation, wild-
life habitats and more, the importance of 
trees is evident in many aspects of every-
day life.

Members of the community are invited 
to join Home Hardware staff for the tree 
planting as they celebrate this annual 
event. Volunteers can register through 
Eventbrite.ca https://bit.ly/badentree-
plant or on the Let’s Tree Wilmot’s web-
site www.wilmothortsociety.ca/ltw.

Tree planting in Baden taking place September 21

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5
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By Wilmot Post Staff

Waterloo Region announced an equi-
ty-based rent assistance program on 
Thursday, September 9 to support 30 
Black, Indigenous, racialized and margin-
alized families this year, expanding to 200 
families next year.

Regional council is investing $1.55 million 
to create a new Rent Assistance Program 

that officials say will help reduce housing 
costs, allowing families to use the program 
to make their current home more afford-
able to move into another rental home in 
Waterloo Region. 

“We know that housing is essential to the 
wellbeing of all residents, and is founda-
tional to promoting a healthy community 
for all,” says Regional Chair Karen Red-
man.

“That is why Council is very happy to an-
nounce this new rent assistance program 
that will make housing more affordable 
for some of the most historically under-
served and marginalized communities. It 
is an important step forward.”

The money is part of a $15-million invest-
ment that the regional council approved 
earlier in 2021 to “improve the economic, 
social, and cultural health and well-being 

of Black, Indigenous, racialized and mar-
ginalized community members.”

According to the region, the program aims 
to increase the affordable housing for 
these community members, strengthen 
partnerships with community agencies 
serving these communities, promote so-
cial and economic inclusion, and facilitate 
community capacity building.

By Wilmot Post Staff

The Stratford Perth Humane Society will 
host the 25th annual “Paws in the Park” 
fundraiser at the newly completed dog 
park on-site on September 26. For one 
day, the park, which is otherwise reserved 
exclusively for dogs at the Humane Soci-
ety, will open to individuals and corporate 
teams participating in this fundraiser. 

“Funded by the generous donations from 
the community, the newly completed dog 
park will provide a safe space for exercise 

and enrichment activities of the 100+ dogs 
that are cared for by the Stratford Perth 
Centre staff and volunteers annually,” said 
Nick Burke, Director of Development at 
the Humane Society.

“As we celebrate the completion of the dog 
park, we continue to raise funds to provide 
ongoing life saving medical treatments 
and care to the animals in our Stratford 
Perth centre.”

To gain access to the festivities that day, 
Individual participants need to raise $10, 

while corporate teams need to raise a min-
imum of $100 before the event through a 
virtual walk-a-thon.

Individual fundraisers have a chance to 
win Aftershokz Sportz Titanium Head-
phones, a Dog Gift Package, Naming 
Rights for the Humane Society’s upcoming 
puppy or kitten litter, a tour of the Strat-
ford Perth Humane Society, and a $500 
prize pack, generously provided by the 
event sponsor – McDonald’s (Stratford & 
New Hamburg locations).

Perks for corporate teams include so-
cial media shoutouts, a chance to win a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the Stratford 
Perth Centre, a team volunteer opportuni-
ty and an exclusive question and answer 
session with Stratford Perth Humane So-
ciety staff.

To learn more about the event and to reg-
ister, visit www.kwsphumane.ca/events/
paws-in-the-park.

Stonecroft News

It seems like August just started and now 
it is already September.  Stonecroft resi-
dents have been participating in many 
activities such as  walkfit, lane swimming, 
pickleball indoor and outdoors, as well as 
tennis and line dancing.  Residents have 
also been “working out’” in the gym.   Boc-
ce ball leagues ended with playoffs held.   
There are a variety of golf leagues - mens, 
womens, couples golf and dine.  All activ-
ities at Stonecroft are on a “sign up” basis 
to maintain Covid friendly numbers.

Walking on the Stonecroft trails is a pop-
ular pastime as well as bike riding.  You 
can’t help but run into someone you know 
when walking.  The Stonecroft Social 
Committee has  a few activities planned 
for September including a weekly triv-
ia quiz and an outdoor concert.  Five pin 
bowling will begin in September as well.  
There is no shortage of activities here at 
Stonecroft. 

Morningside News

Morningside is up and running with nu-
merous facilities open for the residents to 
use.  While Covid regulations are still in 
effect we are able to use the pool, wood 
working shop, the exercise room, the li-
brary, cards at the Village Centre and the 
Shed, and even able to host a polling sta-
tion for the upcoming election. On Satur-
day September 11,

Morningsiders were entertained at the 
picnic shelter by Lance Russworm, a local 
musician who played and sang numerous 
songs

from many Canadian artists that brought 
back memories for everyone in atten-
dance. 

Summer activities are winding down but 
there are many winter events on the cal-
endar for all to participate in. 

Thanks for the memories Lance. 

Be Safe Everyone - Ross Eichler

Region to invest $1.55-million for equity based 
rent assistance program

"Paws in the Park" fundraiser to take place Sept. 26

Haflinger horse show at the 
2021 Tavistock fair

Communities in Communities

A large class of Haflinger horses in the beautiful sunshine at Tavistock Fall Fair Saturday 
afternoon. Most Horsemen would say they are about half the size of a full-size Belgium draft 
horse, who are used extensively in the Mennonite area to work, plant and harvest the ground 
they walk on. The Haflinger show was represented by breeders from all over southern Ontar-
io, and it was one of the highlights in the draft horse show at the Tavistock Fall Fair outfield.  
(Photo credit: Gary West)
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Across
1. Lambchop's Mom Ms. Lewis
6. "Immediately!"
10. Despise
14. Kind of cap
15. Gloomy
16. Word said just before opening the 
eyes
17. Planetary shadow
18. Trattoria order
19. A Christopher Columbus ship
20. Pink gem (2 wds)
22. Shoelace problem
23. Doing nothing
24. Tom, Dick or Harry
26. Home in the ball park
30. Stag's mate
31. Slang for policeman
32. Blood-related
33. Gaelic tongue
35. Kind of chart
39. Engagement in or the activities 
involved in war or con�ict
41. Adolescent
43. Plural of Fleur-de-lis
44. Common street name
46. Hate group
47. Unagi, at a sushi bar
49. Day after Sun.
50. Place to play
51. Expressed in spoken words; oral 
rather than written
54. Spectrum color
56. "American ___"
57. Call or bring (someone) before a court
to answer a criminal charge
63. 18-wheeler
64. Like some points
65. Stair part
66. Neighbor of Yemen
67. Basilica area
68. Fur _____; Beethoven tune
69. Gave a buzz
70. Gets the picture
71. Ill-tempered

Down
1. Cowboy boot attachment
2. ____-sapiens
3. Priestly garb
4. Endangered
5. Baghdad resident
6. A Latin term meaning "according to [the] 
value [of something]"
7. Evening parties or gatherings
8. Mom's sister
9. Fluoxetine
10. Fooling around (2 wds)
11. Type of acid
12. Part of a joint
13. Related on the mother's side
21. A large pendulous organ consisting of two 
or more mammary glands
25. ___ the wiser
26. Cry like a baby
27. Microphone brand
28. Knights
29. Deprive of strength
34. Bleaches and alters the natural develop-
ment of (a green plant) by excluding sunlight
36. A traditional rhythmic pattern in classical 
Indian music
37. Food thickener
38. Extend credit
40. Between ports
42. World-weariness
45. Immortal (Greek)
48. Andean animals
51. Golfer's accessory
52. Tomato blight
53. A person born, raised, or living in Rome
55. White heron
58. Climbing gear
59. World's longest river
60. Wife of Osiris
61. Home for a bird
62. Of a color intermediate between black and 
white, as of ashes or lead

����

COMMUNITY —
New Wellesley township 
fall fair ambassador

Car show at the Tavistock 
Fall Fair

Pictured is the 2020-2021 Wellesley Township Fair Ambassador Caitlin Livingston, newly 
crowned 2021-2022 Fair Ambassador Avery Flynn, Wellesley and North Easthope Agricul-
tural Society President Karen Pilecki and runner up Mason McCormick. In passing on her 
crown, Caitlin Livingston was also awarded a $500 scholarship from Baden Automotive 
presented by Laurie Musselman. The ambassador program took place at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre on Tuesday, September 7 at 7 p.m. and kept in compliance with COVID-19 
health and safety protocols by limiting attendees. To ensure the community got the chance 
to enjoy the program, the event was recorded and will be aired September 14 on the Welles-
ley Fall Fair website, www.wellesleynehfallfair.ca. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Tavistock Sunday car show chair Kurtis Waymouth, was really happy to see over 70 cars 
and two tractors show up for prizes at the Fall Fairs annual vintage car show under the 
trees at the fairgrounds. Pictured is Garry Barlow, and wife Phyliss, who said they always 
liked coming to Tavistock to meet the friendly people from the area. Their car is a two-seat-
er-1997 Porsche “Boxster,” which Garry calls an "early concept car." He bought it from 
Wayne Gretsky's agent in Marina Del Ray, California several years ago. He said the car has 
front and back trunks, with the motor behind the seats. He was as unique as his car!  (Photo 
credit: Gary West)
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September 13th

Zoom Family Arts and Crafts

Mondays from 4-5 p.m. and Tuesdays from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. starting September 13th. 
Once registered, your family will receive 
a drop off at the beginning of the month 
with all the supplies needed for the fol-
lowing month’s Zoom calls. Pre-registra-
tion is required. There is no cost to par-
ticipate. Families may register by emailing 
info@wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca.

September 16th

Volunteer Firefighter Recruitment Event

New Dundee Fire Station 2, 55 Front 
Street, 6 p.m. Offers an opportunity to 
speak with volunteer firefighters and tour 

the station. Registration is available on 
EventBrite. 

September 18

Optimist Club of Petersburg Bottle Drive

1239 Notre Dame Drive, Petersburg (Bech-
thold Home Improvement)

Let us take your empty refundable bottles 
and cans; in turn we can help raise mon-
ey for local organizations and youth in 
our community.  All Covid precautions in 
place.  Stay in your car and we will unload 
your empties.  For more information call 
Warren 519-634-8925

September 21st

Kitchener-Conestoga Anti-Racism Work-
shop - Harmony Movement

This event is being held at 7pm via Zoom. 
Attendees will learn about diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion, and how to become a 
better ally.  Those interested in attend-
ing this virtual event, can register on 
EventBrite.

September 21st

Tree Planting

New Hamburg Home Hardware and 
Yantzi Home Building Centre, in part-
nership with Tree Canada, will be plant-
ing 90 trees in honour of National Tree 
Day. Sir Adam Beck Community Park in 
Baden. Volunteers can register through 
Eventbrite.ca https://bit.ly/badentreeplant 
or on the Let’s Tree Wilmot’s website www.
wilmothortsociety.ca/ltw.

September 23rd

Annual Fundraising Luncheon

Hosted by Wilmot Family Resource Centre 
to support those in need in Wilmot and 
Wellesley communities. New Hamburg 
Community Centre at 251 Jacob Street. 
Tickets are $10 per person, and are avail-
able at the door. For more info call 519-
662-2731 or email info@wilmotfamilyre-
sourcecentre.ca.

September 26th

Paws in the Park fundraiser

The newly completed dog park at the 
Stratford Perth Humane Society will host 
the 25th annual Paws in the Park fund-
raiser. To participate and gain access to 

the festivities, individual participants will 
need to raise $10, and corporate teams 
need to raise at least $100 before the 
event through a virtual walk-a-thon. To 
learn more or register, visit  https://kws-
phumane.ca/events/paws-in-the-park.

September 29th

Let’s Talk Healthy Trees: From the Roots 
Up!

7:15 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. The Nith Valley 
EcoBoosters are hosting  a free webinar, 
where landscape architect and arborist 
Sarah Taslimi will explain how to select, 
plant, and maintain your trees. For more 
information and to register, visit https://
bit.ly/healthytrees or contact nvecoboost-
ers.events.@gmail.com

By Veronica Reiner

The following is a list of Wellesley council 
decisions that came out of a virtual meet-
ing on Tuesday, August 31.

Pym’s to sell alcohol on statutory hol-
idays

Pym’s Village Market can now sell bev-
erage alcohol on five holidays, includ-
ing Victoria Day, Canada Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, and Family Day.

The business requires municipal approv-
al to do so on the permissible holidays in 
accordance with the Retail Business Hol-
iday Act, LCBO Agency and Convenience 
Outlets.

In the written request to council mem-
bers, Pym’s owner Krunal Patel said, “We 
can assure you selling alcohol and having 
the store open on above given days will 
be beneficial to the people of Wellesley 
Township and surrounding areas.”

He reminded councillors that the store 
is closed on Good Friday, Easter Sunday, 
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.

Wellesley fire department will now re-
spond to falls

Council members approved a request to 
modify the fire department response to 
include falls. The local fire department 
responds to about 300 calls for service 
each year for fires, motor vehicle acci-
dents, carbon monoxide, rescue, hazard-
ous conditions, and medicals.

About 60 paid-on-call members serve 
a community of about 11,000 residents 
from three fire stations located in Lin-
wood, St. Clements, and the village of 
Wellesley. The response area is 103 
square kilometres and includes some 
parts of Wilmot Township and Mapleton.

New chair for the Wellesley Township 

Heritage and Historical Society

Andrew Jacobson is the new chair of the 
Wellesley Township Heritage and Histor-
ical Society (WTHHS). He is taking over 
the position from Karolyn Fournier, who 
resigned from the position as she re-
turned to full-time work in August.

The WTHHS called a meeting on July 12 
to discuss options for a chair replace-
ment for the monthly meetings. At this 
meeting, Fournier spoke to the role and 
responsibilities of the chair position, and 
Jacobson was nominated as chair.

Nancy Maitland will remain in the cu-
rator position, and offered to chair the 
meetings in Jacobson’s absence.

$2,000 purchase for Electronic Data In-
terchange package

Wellesley approved a request to pur-
chase an Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI) package from the Canadian Im-
perial Bank of Commerce (CIBC) for 
$1,958.88.

The EDI package allows businesses to 
electronically communicate information 
that was traditionally communicated on 
paper, such as purchase orders and in-
voices.

The purchase will be funded through the 
Municipal Modernization Fund.

Super Jackpot Bingo given permission 
to run until end of 2022

The Paradise & District Lions Club re-
newed their license to run a Super Jack-
pot Bingo in the St. Clements Community 
Centre, starting in September until the 
end of next year.

Chair of Lions Bingo Christine Dietrich 
made the request in a written submis-
sion to council members. “Your contin-
ued support towards our fundraising for 

community betterment is greatly appre-
ciated,” she wrote.

Before the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this club branch traditionally op-
erated a weekly Tuesday Bingo starting 
at 7 p.m.

No donation to local Wellesley golfer

Council members opposed a request to 

donate $500 to assist Andrew Rouble, a 
Wellesley resident, to participate in the 
Canadian Junior Boys Championship in 
Ste. Julie, Quebec.

In late August, Rouble, a Waterloo Oxford 
District Secondary School student, won 
the junior boys title at the Maple Leaf Ju-
nior Golf Tour event at the Carlisle Golf 
& Country Club.

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca
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Wellesley council news briefs

Concert for Terry Fox 
fundrasier held Sept. 10

Concert For Terry raised $900 for cancer research on Friday, September 10. The fundrais-
er, held in New Dundee Community Park, featured singer-songwriter Avery Raquel and 
was organized just two days earlier by Ward 1 councillor Angie Hallman. The audience of 
100 people was the maximum allowed for outdoor gatherings, due to the Region's current 
public health regulations. "It feels really great to see all these smiling faces," said Hall-
man in her introduction.  (Photo credits: Nigel Gordijk)
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Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO #50025796

Phone: (226) 333-9939
Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 

St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO #50010159
Phone: (519) 284-2332

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

RUN YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD AD HERE!

To book space contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or ads@wilmotpost.ca

Selling brand name, new or near new 
clothing and accessories
90D Peel St., New Hamburg, ON

519-662-4151
newbeginningsnewhamburg@gmail.com

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands: 
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution box-
es or display stands. Please contact wilmot-
post@gmail.com or text or call 519-655-2341. 
Send picture of item(s) if possible.

CLASSIFIED ADSWeekly Quiz Answers

1)Margaret 
Thatcher

2)Twenty-four

3)Greenland

4)An alarm clock

5)France

6)Philadelphia

7)George

8)Sidney Poitier

9)Denmark

10)The Red 
Cross

WEBER, Doris
Passed away peacefully surrounded by her 
family, on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 
Wellington Hospice, Guelph at the age of 91 
years.

Beloved wife of Rod Weber to whom she has 
been married since May 29, 1954. Cherished 
and loving mother of Barb & Doug Root of 
Harrisonburg, Virginia; Julie Weber of Wilmot 
Centre, Ontario; Kay Weber of Kitchener, 
Ontario; Rodney & Julie Weber of Marietta, 
Georgia; Dawn & Ken Cullar of North Lima, 
Ohio; and Jerry & Lila Weber of Conestogo, 
Ontario. Loving grandmother of Tim (Laura), 
Dan (Meg), Aaron, Amy (Jose), Ilia (Ryan), Jake, 
Billy (Alison), Erik (Natasha), Laura, Allison, 
Jono (Sarah), Anna, Andrew, Josiah, Elisa (Matt), 
and Samuel. Cherished great-grandmother 
to Evy, Jonah, Silas, Meesha, Paloma, Poppy, 
and Moses. Dear sister of Grace Holst and Eva 
Schwartzentruber. Predeceased by her father 
and mother Allan and Veronica (Fannie) Jantzi.

Born April 20, 1930, Doris has lived her life on 
the family farm in Wilmot Township with pe-
riods of time in Virginia, Ohio and Indiana for 
study and pastoral work. She was born to the 
6th generation living on the farm and attend-
ed Steinmann Mennonite church in her early 
years.

Doris began working in ministry in the early 
1970s and in 1979 was the first ordained female 
minister in the Western Ontario Mennonite 
Conference. Over the course of her career, Doris 
served as Minister, Interim Minister, Conference 
Youth Pastor, and Hospital Chaplain.

She and her husband Rod are members of 
Mannheim Mennonite Church.

Doris has been a friend and mentor to many.

A Living Memorial service took place on 
Saturday, September 4, 2021 at Mennheim 
Mennonite Church. A private graveside service 
took place Saturday, September 11, 2021 at the 
Wilmot Centre Cemetery.

To watch the service that took place on 
September 4, 2021 please go to the following 
website https://youtu.be/GXjspxL1UTs

As expressions of sympathy, donations would 
be accepted to the Region of Waterloo Library 
- New Hamburg Branch or Wilmot Resource 
Centre and can be done on the funeral home 
website or by contacting the funeral home.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

Funeral Arrangements entrusted to the Mark 
Jutzi Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

OBITUARY ANNOUNCEMENT

Happy 80th!

Peter Brenner celebrating 
80 years best wishes!

Here I am on my tricycle in front of my house 
at 276 Wilmot St. I was 3 1/2 years old and it 
was VE Day May 8, 1944. There was such a 
commotion; sirens, church bells and horns all 
making a huge noise. I will never forget that 
day of celebration of victory in Europe. The 
picture was taken by my mother with her little 
brownie box camera. Now here I am 77 years 
later on my 80th birthday Sept. 23 in New 
Hamburg still celebrating all these years.

Thanks for the memories, love from your 
family!

For Sale: 1998 Dodge 1 ton truck. Dual 
Wheels, Good running 24 valve cummins $4750 
Cell - 519-608-4098
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By Veronica Reiner

A community poppy project will be dis-
played at the Wellesley municipal office 
on Lobsinger Line from October 29 to No-
vember 12.

The display is intended to honour veter-
ans, and feature cascades of poppies tied 
securely onto wire netting, and a soldier 
figure and crosses in silhouette form.

Barb Nowak, of the Wellesley Township 
Poppy Project Committee (WTPPC), ap-
proached council members with the re-
quest at a virtual meeting on August 31.

In her presentation, Barb said she got the 
idea for a poppy display several months 
ago after she realized that 2021 marked 
the 100th anniversary of wearing the pop-
py as a symbol of remembrance in Canada.

Along with three other Wellesley resi-
dents, Beth Schlueter, Karen Pilecki, and 
Wendy Richardson, they formed the WTP-
PC, and began working on the display. The 
structural advisor for the project is Dave 
Underwood.

“After seeing projects that other munici-
palities have undertaken, we decided to 
ask for 100 knitted or crocheted poppies 
to use in a creative display at a place in 
the township in November,” said Barb.

The group received many more poppies 
than anticipated, and increased their goal 
to 1,500.

As the project got underway, the exact 
location for the display had yet to be de-
termined. Group members previously told 
the Wilmot Post that it should be displayed 
somewhere central to Wellesley residents.

“We came to the conclusion that a cen-
tral spot could be the township offices on 
Lobsinger Line,” said Barb. “We visited the 
site and thought that the front lawn be-
tween the sign and the flagpole and the 
big tree would be ideal.”

She added that the group is still accepting 
donations that would be used to cover the 
cost of display materials, including wires 
for support, netting, a 10-foot pole, 4x4 
paint, a sheet of outdoor plywood, zip ties, 
and more. Any money received more than 
expenses will be donated to the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion.

Councillor Carl Smit asked, “If someone 
wanted to donate, to whom would that 
money go?”

Barb said that the WTPPC has a booth at 
the Wellesley market on Saturday morn-
ings with a donation jar, and that group 
member Wendy Richardson is accepting 
cash or cheque donations.

Remembrance Day poppy project to be displayed 
at Wellesley township office

The upcoming Wellesley Township Poppy Project will feature cascades of poppies tied se-
curely onto wire netting. (Photo credit: Wellesley council agenda package)

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support


