
By Nigel Gordijk

The Region of Waterloo council asked its 
staff to come up with new alternatives for 
growth after a preliminary update of the Re-
gional Official Plan (ROP), which was pre-
sented at a Nov. 9 meeting.

The update described three scenarios for de-
velopment and growth, but council thought 
none of them recommended enough intensi-
ty or countryside protection.

At the beginning of the meeting, commis-
sioner of planning Rod Regier said, “This 
assessment will ensure that the region has 
enough land to accommodate its forecasted 
growth over the next 30 years while advanc-
ing several important strategic objectives, 
such as taking action on climate change, 
creating a more compact, transit-support-
ive and world-class community for all res-
idents.”

Principal planner John Lubczynski said, 
“Staff will continue working with our local 
area municipalities, and we’ll be initiating 
additional engagement opportunities with 
the public and Indigenous communities.”

The region’s population is expected to reach 
923,000 people over the next 30 years, with 
the workforce growing to 470,000 employ-
ees. “They’ll translate into about 126,000 
new households, and several 100,000 square 
feet of new office, commercial and industrial 
floor space that will all need to be accommo-
dated,” said Lubczynski.

He explained that the region’s land needs 
assessment methodology is set out by the 

By Veronica Reiner

Two local residents have made it to 
the big screen. Brothers Glen and Alex 
Smyth, owners of Wellesley Appleflats, 
will appear on the Canadian reality 
show Dragon’s Den.

The episode was filmed in late May this 
year and will air on CBC Thursday, No-
vember 25 at 8 p.m. The show’s premise 
is for aspiring Canadian entrepreneurs 
to pitch business ideas to a panel of ven-
ture capitalists (called “Dragons”) hop-
ing to secure financing and partnerships.

The Wellesley Appleflats is a Shake-
speare-based food producer that creates 
a variety of crabapple based products, 
including crabapple jelly, and crabapple 

based mixers.

While Glen could not share the results 
of the episode before it aired, he was 
happy to chat about the experience with 
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.

“Basically, we’re not allowed to spoil the 
episode,” he said. “But we can share oth-
er things - like the staff are remarkably 
friendly.”

The COVID-19 pandemic affected some 
aspects of the process, he added. The 
original filming date was delayed about 
one month, which gave the brothers 
more time to prepare.

The brothers also made their pitch to 
the Dragons in a shelter the size of a 10 
by 10 tent. “So all of the different pic-

tures are separate,” said Glen. “So it’s not 
as personable as it would have been, or 
used to be.”

Their conversation with the Dragons 
lasted about two hours, said Glen, while 
the average conversation on the show 
goes on for about 40 minutes. That con-
versation is then condensed into a seven 
minute segment for television.

“Both my brother and I are relatively 
nervous about how the show is going to 
turn out,” said Glen. “There were more 
personal stories that the Dragons were 
sharing on the show that I was antici-
pating.”

For instance, one of the Dragons owned 
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Wellesley brothers to appear on Dragon’s Den

Wellesley-based brothers Glen and Alex Smyth will appear on Dragon's Den to pitch their crabapple business. (Photo contributed)
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The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What is the doll, Barbie’s, full name?

2)What did Al Capone’s business card state 
his occupation was?

3)What was Adele’s first record called?

4)What’s the name of the cowboy in Toy 
Story?

5)Elon Musk is the CEO of which global 
automotive brand?

6)What is the first line of Queen’s Bohemian 
Rhapsody?

7)Who discovered penicillin?

8)In the “Simpsons” what’s Marge’s maiden 
name?

9)Muhammed Ali was born in which US 
state?

10)What is the capital of New Zealand?

Answers found on page 26

a crabapple tree, said Glen, while two others had family 
members with whom they had made crabapple jelly.

Glen said that appearing on the show was part of the 
Appleflats outreach program.

“We got to a point in the business where we needed to 
raise capital to do an actual seed round,” he said, adding 
their plan was to hire several local employees; the broth-
ers also spoke with many offline investors.

“We figured - why not? We can talk to the Dragons, too. 
It wasn’t necessarily really our major focus to be on TV.”

To prepare, Glen and Alex watched the show, went 
through about six practice sessions beforehand, and ex-
amined the investment interests of each of the Dragons. 
They were regularly interacting with investors as part of 
their outreach program, explaining their business mod-
el, revenue, statistics, and more.

That helped better prepare to make their case to the 
Dragons, said Glen. One of the investors they consult-
ed with was Calgary based District Ventures, which is 
owned by Dragon Arlene Dickinson.

“That is something that probably gave us a really big 
edge,” said Glen. “And it’s something that I think trips up 
a lot of people that go on the show is that they’re not 
actively in a capital raise round.

“So when somebody asks them, ‘What was your topline 
revenue for the last three years?’ I have that number, be-
cause we’re actively being asked those questions every 
week by other groups.”

Glen gave several tips to anyone interested in appear-
ing on Dragon’s Den. “About 80% of success on the show 
is understanding what you’re actually doing. First off: 
watch the show. So you know what it’s supposed to look 
like, and it helps to guide the conversation.”

His second tip was to understand the Dragon you plan 
to pitch to. “They usually have a specialty, and they play 
within their own lane, and they really often don’t play 
outside that comfort zone. That’s something people don’t 
necessarily think of.”

The story of the Appleflats business began in summer 
1993. Glen and Alex’s parents, along with their aunt and 
uncle, finished building a house on their newly pur-
chased farmer’s field in Wellesley. They planted a cra-
bapple tree in the front yard to celebrate the milestone.

About 20 years later, Glen called Stratford-based restau-
rant, Monforte, to see if they would be interested in pur-
chasing some crabapple jelly. Monforte gladly bought 
everything that one crabapple tree could produce, spark-
ing the idea that created Appleflats. The first commercial 
harvest was in August 2016 and the business began in 
earnest.

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Impaired driver in Perth East

A 34-year-old was charged with impaired driving in 
Perth East township on October 29.

Just before 11 p.m., an officer with the Perth County 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) conducted a traffic 
stop of a motor vehicle within the township. The driv-
er showed signs of impairment, and was subsequently 
transported to a local OPP detachment for more testing.

As a result, the driver, a 34-year-old South Huron res-
ident was charged with operation while impaired - al-
cohol and drugs, and operation while impaired - blood 
alcohol concentration (80 plus).

The OPP initiated a 90-day Administrative Driver’s 
License Suspension and seven-day vehicle impound-
ment to all accused. The accused in this case were re-
leased from custody and are scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges.

If you suspect someone is driving while their ability to 
operate a motor vehicle is impaired, the OPP encourag-
es you to call 911 and report it immediately.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to contact the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online 
at www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain 
anonymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
or leave an anonymous message at P3tips.com.

Two vehicle collision in Wellesley

A charge was laid after a two vehicle collision in Welles-
ley on Wednesday, November 10.

At about 9 a.m., the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) responded to a collision involving two vehicles 
in the area of Hessen Strasse Road and Herrgott Road 
in Wellesley township.

The driver of a red Jeep Liberty was travelling south on 
Herrgott Road when it failed to stop for a stop sign and 
collided with a white Mazda travelling east on Hessen 
Strasse.

As a result of the collision, the driver of the Jeep has 
been charged with Disobey Stop Sign. No injuries were 
reported.

Theft in Wellesley

There was a report of theft under $5,000 that occurred 
in the area of Gerber Road in Wellesley. The WRPS was 
informed of the incident on Wednesday, November 10 
at about 10:30 a.m. When asked for more details on the 
incident, WRPS Constable Ashley Dietrich said it was 
“not newsworthy.”

Offensive weapon

There was a report of an offensive weapon in the area 
of Kressler Road in Wellesley. The WRPS was informed 
of the incident on Wednesday, November 10 shortly af-
ter 2 p.m. When asked for more details on the incident, 
Constable Dietrich said it was “not of public interest.”

Deer collision

There was a report of a motor vehicle collision - prop 
damage in the area of Hutchison Road. The WRPS was 
informed of the incident on Wednesday, November 10 
shortly after 5:30 p.m. When asked for more details on 
the incident, Constable Dietrich said it was a collision 
involving a deer. 

Charge laid after two vehicle collision in Wilmot

A truck driver was charged after a two vehicle collision 
in Wilmot on Monday, November 15.

At about 11:40 a.m., the WRPS responded to a collision 
around Snyders Road East. The investigation revealed 
that a white produce truck failed to yield from a private 
driveway and struck a black Chevrolet pick-up truck 
that was headed east on Snyders Road East.

The collision caused the pickup truck to leave the road-
way and strike a hydro pole. One occupant sustained 
minor injuries.

As a result of the investigation, the driver of the pro-
duce truck was charged with Fail to Yield from Private 
Drive. 

Single vehicle collision in Wilmot

The WRPS responded to the area of Erbs Road in Wil-
mot township for a single motor vehicle collision. The 
driver of a white Chevrolet pick-up truck was travelling 
west on Erbs Road when they lost control of their vehi-
cle. The vehicle left the roadway, struck multiple guard 
rails, a fence and finally came to rest after hitting a tree. 
No one was injured.

NEWS BRIEFS

Wellesley brothers to appear on Dragon’s Den

By Wilmot Post Staff

Wellesley council received a third-quarter bylaw report 
for July through September during their virtual council 
meeting on Tuesday, November 9.

The vast majority were general enquiries and follow up 
calls at 148, then kennel inspections at 21. Other mis-
cellaneous calls included five parking/traffic enquiries, 
four property standards and clean yard calls, three noise 
complaints, two fire/fireworks complaints, dog and two 
kennel complaints/enquiries, one zoning call, and one 
animal complaint/enquiry.

Bylaw enforcement/property standards/animal control 
officer Todd Loveday noted in his report that there were 
numerous complaints about long grass and weeds on 
Reiner Crescent. The owner complied.

There is also an ongoing property standards complaint 
on Herrgott Road in St. Clements, and another ongo-
ing property standards complaint on two properties on 
Nafziger Road in Wellesley.

He also added that he attends weekly Zoom/team meet-
ings with the Region of Waterloo Public Health team 
and the bylaw divisions of all municipalities within the 
region.

Wellesley third quarter bylaw report
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By Nigel Gordijk

On Nov. 11 this year, Scott Norton became 
the first Indigenous veteran to participate 
in New Hamburg’s Remembrance Day cer-
emony by laying a wreath at the cenotaph.

His seven-year military career began at 
the age of 17 when he enlisted with the 
reserves of the Royal Highland Fusiliers 
in Kitchener, before going on to train with 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infan-
try.

Norton joined the military for the same 
reason as countless other veterans.

“As many young men do, I followed family 
footsteps,” he said. “My father had served 
in the armed forces, my great-uncle had 
served in the Navy, and a lot of people 
within my family were in the armed forces 
or associated with them somehow.”

It was also a way for him to stay out of 
trouble, he said. “I went through foster 
care as an Indigenous child, and it wasn’t 
looking like the best outcome for me.”

48-year-old Norton is Ojibway (Aniish-
nabe) from the Wolf Clan. His spirit name 
is Chimisquadis, or Great Red Turtle.

He recalled that back in the early Nineties, 
Indigenous new recruits weren’t given the 
option of taking part in culturally appro-
priate ceremonies when they joined.

“We didn’t have the eagle feathers to hold 
and get ourselves sworn in by. I had to 
pledge allegiance to the Queen and to the 
country with my hand on the Bible. My son 
is in the military now, and he got to swear 
in through eagle feather, so (there’s) a dif-
ferent way of doing it.”

Norton acknowledged the internal strug-
gle when people from First Nations, which 
are sovereign states, enlisted in the Cana-
dian armed forces.

“We had our own fights here. Our nations 
were being dissolved. Yet, we still were in 
that uniform and went to fight for another 
country. I think those people should be ac-
knowledged to the highest.”

He described his service as “a very good 
experience, for discipline, for learning 
something new.”

At first, he was proud to be following a 

path he’d chosen for himself. However, af-
ter a few years, he endured a period that 
still causes him pain, decades later.

“When I enlisted, I didn’t acknowledge that 
I was Indigenous. That’s just not something 
that I did,” he said. “After some time, I had 
guidance through community people here, 
and then I started acknowledging who I 
was. I saw a shift with how I was treated as 
an Indigenous person. Same rank, higher 
rank, it didn’t matter.”

This is the first year that the Remembrance 
Day ceremony at the New Hamburg ceno-
taph included Indigenous cultural tradi-
tions – drumming and songs – alongside 
the Christian sermon, Last Post, and the 
Act of Remembrance.

Norton was joined by his son, Cruz Calma, 
to lay a wreath that was decorated by lo-
cal Indigenous schoolchildren who had 
added feathers and four coloured ribbons: 
orange, sacred purple, yellow, to represent 
the bravery of Indigenous soldiers who 
were prepared to make the ultimate sacri-
fice, and white.

“The white ribbon is for women. It rep-
resents all of the mothers and sisters,” ex-
plained one of the students. “Feathers rep-
resent our connection to the Creator.”

Norton thinks the time is right for a Re-
membrance Day ceremony that is inclu-
sive and represents Indigenous cultural 
practices.

“For so long, Indigenous peoples haven’t 
actually been acknowledged as being in 
the armed forces and having a large num-
ber killed in action or missing. We had a 
huge population of Indigenous peoples in 
the armed forces, then and now.”

Until 1951, the Indian Act blocked Indig-
enous veterans from joining the Royal 
Canadian Legion because Status Indians 
were prohibited from being anywhere that 
alcohol was served. That meant they were 
unable to toast the fallen alongside the 
comrades with whom they had served.

Indigenous veterans weren’t authorized 
to lay wreaths on Remembrance Day un-
til 1995, fifty years after the end of World 
War II.

For seven years, Norton asked Legion 
branches in Kitchener-Waterloo if he 
could honour Indigenous veterans at their 
Remembrance Day services in a way that 
was culturally relevant, but was always 
rejected, he said. This year, he and other 
Indigenous veterans were approached to 
participate in New Hamburg. He felt hon-
oured to receive the request.

“We’re there because I was in the armed 
forces, my son is in the armed forces, my 
father, my great-uncle, my uncle, grandfa-
thers. I’m there to pay my respects to those 
that I served with that are no longer here.”

Norton said it’s difficult to talk about some 
of his experiences as an Indigenous per-
son.

“There’s a lot that I survived. I survived 
during that time in the armed forces; I 
survived foster care. Being an Indigenous 
child to almost a 50-year-old man, I’ve sur-
vived that amount of time. Not without ad-
dictions, not without a lot of traumas that 
I’ve caused, that other people have caused. 
Does that make me a veteran? Maybe. 
Does it make me a survivor? Absolutely.”

“For me, being in ceremonies is important 
because there are lots that didn’t survive. 
A lot of our people got blown up as soon 
as they put their toe on the ground. They 
didn’t survive; I did. I want to acknowledge 
them, and I want them, when I sound that 
drum, to hear our call to them, to let them 
know that we do respect you, we do miss 
you. And we will always.”

New Hamburg Remembrance Day ceremony 
honours Indigenous veterans for the first time
Ojibway veteran Scott Norton laid a wreath at the cenotaph on Nov. 11, 26 years after Canada first allowed  
Indigenous people to do so

Indigenous veteran Scott Norton laid a wreath at the New Hamburg cenotaph on Nov. 11, 
witnessed by his wife, Anita Jacinto Norton. See other Remembrance Day photos on Page 
8.  (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)
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The title is not a fact; we do not 
have a new Ontario flag. Howev-
er, the idea of creating a new one 
was adopted and suggested earli-
er this year again by a professor 
who teaches at a branch of the 
Western University in London. 
His name is Dr. Mano Majumdar; 
he has been teaching business 
courses to engineering students 
at the University. A native of In-
dia, he commented on that coun-
try as having at one time been 
a British Colony with a British 
colonial-type flag. He thought 
it strange when he saw a some-

what similar colonial-type flag 
on his arrival here in Ontario. In 
Canada, the provinces of Ontario, 
Manitoba and British Columbia 
still have the Union Jack as part 
of their flag.

Dr. Majumdar said, “In a mod-
ern, diverse country, it feels out 
of place with the conversation of 
reconciliation going on now.” He 
was taking up the idea of a new 
Ontario flag, which had been sug-
gested and promoted by a Toronto 
group of prominent citizens who 
discussed the idea and jointly 
hired a consulting firm for re-
search and possible steps to fol-
low. That venture did not proceed 
but was revived recently by the 
Western professor.

Admittedly, the topic raised the 
support of some, but also the op-
position of others, some of which 
was negative. Those two diverse 
views are not surprising, but a 
very vehement few were most un-
pleasant and unnecessarily abu-
sive in their verbal attacks and 
suggestions such as he “go back to 
where he came from.” It is so sad 

to hear those kinds of remarks 
from fellow Canadians. Don’t we 
have a worldwide reputation for 
being courteous, kind and help-
ful?

In my brief time in municipal pol-
itics, my best lessons and success-
es came from being a good listen-
er, respecting my opponents and 
being able to disagree in a polite 
fashion. Calm discussions often 
led to quicker solutions to prob-
lems. Some of our readers will 
have experienced that as well and 
been pleased with the outcome.

Another thought which comes to 
mind is my first day as a novice in 
a printing plant in Toronto after 
service in World War 2. On being 
hired, the “boss” said he would not 
tell me I was not producing good 
work; he said he would tell me to 
try something new and better. He 
emphasized his belief that prog-
ress required change, and that was 
how to excel, not competing with 
others, but competing with my-
self. The lesson was driven home 
to me continually as the firm of 
which I had become an employee 

worked continually with the ink, 
paper and machinery makers in 
an effort to produce better, fast-
er, and more efficient output from 
the plant. There were many such 
lessons learned at that printing 
company. Looking back to those 
days, and while I disliked living 
in Toronto, lessons learned there 
were most helpful to me over the 
years. Although the technology in 
the printing industry has changed 
dramatically over time, those val-
ues still hold true for me.

What has the foregoing have to do 
with Dr. Majumdar? For one thing 
he believed the Ontario flag no 
longer represented the image the 
Province should have. During the 
last century and more, our pop-
ulation and culture has become 
much more diverse, and the Prov-
ince is no longer mainly a British 
colony. The current Ontario flag, 
which was adopted in the mid-
1960’s carries the British Union 
Jack; it is not a good statement of 
who we are now. He has not, to my 
knowledge, presented an alterna-
tive new flag design.

By now, our readers will be having 
a broad range of thought on the 
matter. It might range from “not to 
change” to “perhaps we should.” 
If there is a desire for a new flag, 
what should it show? A trillium? 
A loon? Some First Nations sym-
bol?

While some Canadian provinces 
have flags with rather compli-
cated designs, simplicity can also 
be attractive. But whatever the 
outcome of the desire for a new-
er flag, we leave it to others. We 
only hope that good judgement, 
goodwill and the ability to listen 
will prevail in what possibly can 
be divisive. After all, didn’t the 
choice of the Canadian maple leaf 
flag in 1964-65 tie up debate in 
the House of Commons for many 
weeks, if not several months?

Personally, I would hope that no 
contentious referendum is used 
to determine the choice. Calm 
suggestions are always in order 
and can be helpful as well.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of Wil-
mot, a former newspaper editor, 
and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: New Ontario Flag

By Ernie Ritz
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EXPERT ADVICE: Mandates, Funding, and the Reality of Long-Term Care

As we plan the expansion and 
redevelopment of the Nithview 
Community Long-Term Care 
Home we are struck by a num-
ber of things. Above all, we are 
coming to understand how truly 
convoluted and misunderstood 
the system of care really is in 
Ontario. Over the last 50 years at 
TCMH, systems and legislation 
have changed. Long-term care 
placements became the prov-

ince’s responsibility, and Aging-
in-Place strategies were adopt-
ed. And over time, the transitions 
from one form of care to anoth-
er became difficult and opaque, 
if not sometimes impossible, to 
navigate. The constant progress 
of change leaves many feel-
ing unsure and unsteady, even 
frustrated. Here at TCMH, we 
keep our staff informed of these 
changes so they help individuals 
and families navigate the system 
as they come into care.

There has been a lot of discus-
sion of late on the new and en-
hanced funding made available 
by the Province of Ontario, in-
cluding an article in the Wilm-
ot-Tavistock Gazette on October 
28, 2021. New money always 
comes with new expectations, 
and this money is no different. 
How it will flow, impact care, and 
bring on the new staff required 
to provide these services are all 
elements and details that we are 

still working out. In 2008 the call 
for this enhanced funding first 
came forward in a report to the 
province, and it is a tremendous 
step forward to see this commit-
ment made now. Over the course 
of the next few years, we will 
bring this funding to bear on the 
individuals who live in Long-
Term Care at TCMH.

However, the current state of 
Long-Term Care in Ontario 
demonstrates how challenging it 
is to support an aging community. 
Our planning for our new build 
has shown us unequivocally that 
our path forward is going to be a 
radical departure from the past. 
It is going to need us to not only 
innovate in our approach but 
dream big when it comes to the 
future. We are often asked what 
keeps us awake at night, what 
unnerves us about our business, 
and what is the one thing we 
would change if at all possible. 
The new investment in Long-

Term Care moves the yard sticks 
on this topic because it supports 
enhanced staffing. It is one of a 
multitude of elements, though 
and cannot be seen in isolation of 
everything else. Having resourc-
es to hire new employees only 
helps if there are people trained 
and waiting to be hired. The sys-
tem that is needed to bring all of 
this to bear is struggling under 
the weight of the Pandemic and 
the reality of an aging and retir-
ing population.

Another staffing challenge pre-
sented itself when the Gov-
ernment of Ontario announced 
province-wide COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates for long-term care 
workers, to take effect on Novem-
ber 15, 2021. At TCMH, our vac-
cine policy took effect on October 
30, 2021, to ensure we comply 
with the province’s expectations. 
It has led to staffing challenges 
in our Homes because not every-
one agrees with the vaccination 

requirement, and some left. We 
are working hard to fill these va-
cancies and bring new staff into 
our team to serve the community.

There is a lot for us to do going 
into the future, but we are com-
mitted to keeping the needs of 
the individuals in our care at the 
forefront of our decisions. We are 
currently working in one of the 
most difficult all-around staff-
ing shortages Ontario has ever 
witnessed. These shortages are 
affecting every area of service 
delivery, and our Homes are not 
immune to this. We work daily to 
ensure we are providing the best 
and safest care we can to those 
living with us, and we ask some 
patience, compassion and empa-
thy for our teams who are doing 
their utmost to support TCMH 
residents. We may take a bit lon-
ger and look a little more tired, 
but we are all here and doing our 
very best.

By Steven E. Harrison
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COLUMN —

Since October 15th winter holiday 
décor has been hitting the shelves 

at all the major retailers. I admit, I 
can be a little cantankerous when 
it comes to the early signs of the 
holiday season being thrust upon 
us. 

There will always be the contin-
gent of people who will opine that 
Christmas, and other winter hol-
idays, should have to wait their 
due turn. Many point to Novem-
ber 11th, suggesting out of respect 
for our veterans we should hold 
off on donning our gay apparel 
until after Remembrance Day. I 
can see where this gesture comes 
from, but I have always thought 
the two things were mutually ex-
clusive. How it becomes impossi-
ble to honour our vets while hav-

ing a holly wreath on the door has 
always eluded me. 

The thing is, this is a hard time of 
year. Daylight hours have dimin-
ished, and it can be a challenge 
to find joyful things to carry you 
along. As a result, as a culture, we 
find ways to manufacture that joy. 
We hang lights up as an act of re-
bellion against the dark. We make 
things beautiful with cheery bows 
and evergreens. We senselessly 
murder millions of trees so we 
can hang ornaments from them 
in our living room. We throw our-
selves into tradition because we 
are human, and we find comfort 
in the familiar.  

Being the rather Scroogey cur-
mudgeon that I can be when it 
comes to all things winter, my 
eyes ache from the roll when I 
see holiday things start to mate-
rialize in our stores. Really that is 
the least of the crazy we endure! 
There are all kinds of ridiculous, 
cheesy, capitalistic and cringe 
worthy things we do this time of 
year. 

Here’s the rub; while I may lament 
that it is simply too early to have 
your Christmas tree up, proudly 
displayed in the front window for 
all to see, what it boils down to is; 
don’t yuck someone else’s yum. 
If you don’t want your Christmas 
tree up on November 1st, then 

please, don’t put one up. If you 
think waiting until after Novem-
ber 11th is the morally righteous 
thing to do, then please, do that. 
Don’t, however, suck away what-
ever little joy someone is trying to 
create for themselves. 

Especially as we try to muddle 
our way to some semblance of an 
end of a pandemic, can we just 
agree not to pour water on what-
ever little spark of joy other peo-
ple are creating? After all, what is 
more strange: the desire to bring 
beauty and light to a dark world, 
or to distain those who do? 

Keep it weird, Tavistock!

KEEP IT WEIRD: Weird Winter Fallacy

By Michael 
Cruickshank

By Breana Seiling

Let me tell you, it has been a busy and 
eventful first few months of the school year 
at Waterloo Oxford District Secondary. The 
fall has been flying by as we’re already a 
quarter way into the month of November! 
After the first few weeks of school, getting 
back into the swing of things and figuring 
out Covid restrictions; The Student Activ-
ities Council (SAC) and teachers like Mr. 
Cowan and Mr. Van Houwelingen managed 
to run and put on many fun and successful 
events for the students, staff and commu-
nity members.

Charity Events:

In September, we had our “Walk for Wen-
jack” where we partnered with the Gord 
Downie and Chanie Wenjack Foundation 
to finish the walk that Wenjack started 
years ago around our new track. We had 
the whole school come out at different 
times for each class to do a few laps around 
the track. We continued walking for weeks 
after the event during class breaks. In to-
tal, our school collectively walked 907KM! 
We learned about the foundation, spread 
awareness, and collected money for the 
cause. We raised $186! Great job, WO!

In October, we had our Fall Food Drive 
partnered with the Wilmot Family Re-
source Centre. We had students bring in 
non-perishable food and/or cash donations 
to help our community. We raised $386 and 
collected 330 food items!

Coming up in a week, we are kicking off 
Gift Of Love - each homeroom will pick a 
family in the community in need and bring 

in food items, gifts and money to fill a ham-
per for them.

WO fun and school spirit:

We have thankfully been able to run some 
fun times for Grade 9 and 10 students, 
what we call “SAC PACS” for their teach-
ers to bring them out of class (which was 
totally optional for the teachers) so they 
could have some fun playing games, get-
ting to know each other and learning more 
about WO and what we have to offer. This 
fall, there have been spirit days and trivia 
days where all students could dress up and 
participate to win for their homerooms. We 
have had PJ day, decades day, beach day 
and many more. We had some fall-themed 
events like class pumpkin carving, etc. At 
school, SAC is always making and look-
ing for ways to have fun and connect with 
others in our homerooms, creating the WO 
family we all know and love. Don’t worry 
though, Waterloo Oxford does not slack in 
classwork and projects. We strive for aca-
demic excellence. Crazy Colour Kickoff- 
Every grade dressed in their colours (9’s 
blue, 10’s green, 11’s red and 12’s yellow) 
and we had a fun assembly for the whole 
school to enjoy!

Co-President elections were huge this fall 
as the nominees worked hard on their 
campaigns to spread awareness and hope-
fully get a vote from each of our students. 
Normally elections would run the previous 
year in the spring, but due to COVID-19 we 
had to run it in October to see what grade 
12 students would lead our school this year. 
Congratulations to Joey Weber, Adam Roth 
and Anna Watsa.

We are looking forward to their leadership 
and changes to the school!

Sports:

Football, football, football! It is a big sport 
at WO and we have had an epic season 
with our junior boys team only experienc-
ing one loss. Now they are heading into the 
playoffs! Amazing job boys!

Our Sr. boys volleyball team still remains 
undefeated. They are moving into the play-
offs. Keep up the good work!

We had a late start but a great end to the 
Cross Country season. Special shoutouts 
to Dana Thompson who got 2nd, Eli Mar-
tin who got 2nd and Lyndsay Dajka who 
placed 6th overall! Fantastic job runners!

The Jr. girls basketball team has made it to 
the finals.

In Girls field hockey, the WO Duckies were 
undefeated, but lost their winning streak to 
Bluevale Collegiate Institute during a play-
off game on November 10.

Many students, staff, and community mem-
bers came out to our Turf Field Grand 
Opening, which ended as a huge success! 
A huge thank you to everyone who volun-
teered and made the night happen and to 
everyone who came out and participated!

Clubs: At WO, we have had many clubs 
start out so far this year. There is the Chess 
club, Writing club, Students Without Bor-
ders, Dungeons and Dragons, Social Action 
group, GSA- LGBT++ community, Weight 
lifting club and The ABC club.

Coming up: WO will be participating in The 
Gift of Love initiative (see above for de-

scription). We want to do a Seniors feast in 
a new format that is to be announced soon. 
In the past, we would host 200-300 Seniors 
from the community in our cafeteria, but 
due to COVID-19, we are figuring out a 
new way to involve everyone safely. Very 
soon, we will have Photo Day for students. 
The Blood Drive at Steinmann Mennonite 
Church is approaching, and the Grad pick-
up for our 2020-2021 grads!

Students are excited as they soon will be 
granted the use of lockers and the option to 
eat in the cafeteria as they’ve been closed 
due to Covid.

Winter sports are starting, and we have 
some tryouts that our WO students can 
come out for:

-Girls and boys hockey tryouts.

-Jr. and Sr. girls volleyball tryouts.

-Jr. and Sr. boys basketball tryouts.

What’s up WO?

Letter to the Editor:
Premier Ford is enthusiastic about electric vehicles 
(EV’s). What a change! Shortly after he was elected, he 
scrapped a subsidy introduced by the previous Liberal 
government to encourage people to buy EV’s.

Things are different now. Premier Ford has decided that 
the Ring of Fire is a great development opportunity and 
claims that Ontario will be a major manufacturer of bat-
teries and EV’s. Ford’s government plans to change laws 
that supposedly cause hurdles for developers, including 

removing protected status for a large area of northern 
Ontario.

Ford claims that this will be a big benefit for Indigenous 
communities in the area. I wonder if the benefits will be 
as good as the people of Attawapiskat got from the De 
Beer’s diamond mine project in the Ring of Fire which 
included a contaminated river, hardly any jobs and no 
change to the ongoing issues of poverty and poor hous-
ing.

In order for more development to take place in the Ring 
of Fire, there needs to be legitimate consultation with 
Indigenous communities that does not lead to empty 
promises for jobs and financial benefits. There also need 
to be safeguards that maintain the integrity of the envi-
ronment.

Dorothy Wilson

New Hamburg
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province, with the goal of providing “a bal-
anced supply of land that considers mar-
ket demand, avoids land shortages, and 
addresses other provincial policy objec-
tives.”

The three growth scenarios took into ac-
count progressively denser development 
assumptions. Regional planners recom-
mended the second option, with 60 per 
cent of new growth in built-up areas and 
227 hectares of expansion into the coun-
tryside.

Brenna MacKinnon, manager of devel-
opment planning, described Scenario 2 
as “ambitious but realistic” because it ad-
dresses “many serious social, economic, 
environmental and climate change issues 
that require not only immediate attention, 
but immediate, consistent and focused ac-
tion in the coming years.”

Woolwich mayor and regional councillor 
Sandy Shantz asked if any consideration 
had been given to the need for agricultur-
al land. MacKinnon replied that the region 
was sensitive to the impact on farming, 
and that staff had heard from the agricul-
tural community.

First out of the 22 delegations was by 
David Falletta, partner with Bousfields, a 
planning firm that has been retained by 
Cachet Development for a project on Wa-
terloo Street in New Hamburg. He said the 
land needs assessment is an important 
step to establish where growth will be al-

located amongst the municipalities, based 
on the provincial methodology. He praised 
Regional staff for their work on the plan, 
but he felt that making a recommendation 
before the assessment had been complet-
ed was premature.

Pierre Chauvin, partner at MHBC Plan-
ning, agreed. “Effectively, what staff are 
doing by establishing its growth scenario 
before completing the land needs assess-
ment is inappropriate,” he said.

One of MHBC’s clients is Stroma Devel-
opments, which owns over 100 hectares 
of land in Baden. “In response to the Re-
gion’s growth scenario report and draft 
evaluation criteria back in June of this 
year, Township staff have identified our 
client’s lands as the highest priority for 
urban expansion,” said Chauvin.

Sunfish Lake resident Kevin Thomason 
co-founded the public engagement group 
Smart Growth Waterloo Region 10 years 
ago.

“We have been surprised by how different 
this ROP has been, with almost no media 
coverage, little community engagement, 
and almost no public consultation to date,” 
he told council, contrasting it to Hamil-
ton’s open house meetings and events. 
“Their ROP has been front-page news 
since January, engaging tens of thousands 
of citizens.”

“All of the proposed intensification rates 
are too low, and the recommended 60 per 
cent 30-year target is well below the 70 

per cent intensification rate that we’ve 
already been achieving the past three 
years,” he said.

Thomason expressed concerns that the 
recommendation would allow for the de-
struction of more than 2,500 acres of local 
farmland, which is increasingly needed 
for local food and groundwater recharge.

He urged the Region to come up with a 
fourth scenario that has intensification 
rates of 70 to 80 per cent, and he criticized 
the province for removing the ability to 
appeal any aspect of the plan for 30 years.

Dorothy Wilson is a member of the Nith 
Valley EcoBoosters’ communication team, 
and she reminded council that in Oct. 
2019, it voted unanimously to declare a 
climate emergency.

“Just last spring, all municipalities in 
Waterloo Region, including the Regional 
council, endorsed a community green-
house gas emission target of 80 per cent.”

Wilson said that staff’s three scenarios all 
lacked urgency, and a more dramatic rec-
ommendation is needed.

“It’s hard to see into the future, but if a 
plan is adopted that has less intensifica-
tion than we already have been experi-
encing and destroys more farmland, there 
will be little chance of reaching the re-
duced emission targets to which Regional 
Council has committed.”

New Dundee farmer Mark Reusser, vice 
president of the Waterloo Federation of 

Agriculture, pointed out that Ontario los-
es 175 acres of farmland every day, or ap-
proximately 64,000 acres annually.

“Only five per cent of Ontario’s landmass 
is suitable for agriculture,” he said. “We 
don’t need to destroy more farmland; we 
need to better use the land that is already 
urbanized.”

Petersburg’s Stephanie Goertz volun-
teers for several local environmental 
causes. While representing 50by30WR 
last month, she met with councillors and 
mayors across the region to discuss their 
commitment to a 50 per cent emissions re-
duction by 2030.

“Each person we spoke with was con-
cerned about climate change,” she said 
during her presentation. “They also iden-
tified the need to intensify and expressed 
concern about protecting agricultural 
land.”

As part of Let’s Tree Wilmot, Goertz has 
researched development applications 
across the region’s townships. “I’m amazed 
at how many applications currently are 
open, and how many want to rezone agri-
cultural or green space to commercial and 
residential.”

“We have a beautiful countryside, but we 
don’t realize that many areas have already 
been lost. No matter what scenario is 
picked, expect more land to be lost as ap-
plications keep flowing.” Details of the Re-
gional Official Plan are available at www.
engagewr.ca/regional-official-plan.

Regional growth plans could impact agricultural land

Continued from page 1

Wilmot residents delegated at the Region of Waterloo meeting and urged council to protect farm land. “Only five per cent of Ontario’s landmass is suitable for agriculture,” said New 
Dundee’s Mark Reusser. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)
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By Wilmot Post Staff

The Optimist Club of Baden is holding 
an e-waste fundraiser to raise money for 
their organization throughout the month 
of November.

Anyone with old electronics or batteries 
can bring them to be recycled at the Fel-
lowship Bible Church on 150 Hamilton 
Road in New Hamburg.

Examples of items that can be recycled 
include computer monitors, batteries, 
printers, photocopiers, scanners, pagers, 

equalizers, cameras (web, digital, analog), 
CPU’s and computer towers, audio/video 
players, computer main board, modems, 
fax machines, televisions, telephones, cell 
phones, answering machines, turntables, 
radios, receivers, speakers, memory sticks, 
SD memory cards, video games consoles 
and accessories, and recorders (MP3, CD, 
cassette, etc.).

For more information on what can be re-
cycled, contact New Dundee Recycling at 
226-476-2480, or email info@dundee-elec-
tronic-recycling.ca.

By Gary West

The Shakespeare Optimist Club was hon-
oured to have Lieutenant-Colonel Shawn 
Dumbreck from Guelph on hand to speak 
to the club about what his life was like 
while serving two tours in Kandahar-Af-
ghanistan. This took place on Remem-
brance Day on November 11 during the 
club’s monthly meeting. The club members 
learned that Colonel Dumbreck joined the 
Armed Forces in 2005, and was the com-
manding officer of the Royal Highland 

Fuseliers of Canada. He has also completed 
a tour of duty in the high Arctic. Along with 
serving in the Armed Forces in September 
of 2009, he became a police constable with 
the Guelph Police Service and continues to 
work there today. His talk paid tribute to 
those who have served our country in the 
many wars from the past and how many 
soldiers, both men and women, who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice. Club members ob-
served a minute of silence to honour those 
who have served.

Baden Optimist Club 
hosting e-waste fundraiser

Remembrance Day with 
Shakespeare Optimist Club

Some items that were donated to the Optimist Club of Baden. “We had a great start to our 
e-waste fundraiser,” wrote the club in an online post. (Photo - Facebook/Optimist Club of 
Baden)

Pictured left to right, Optimist Club past president Glen Weitzel, Lieutenant-Colonel Shawn 
Dumbreck, and acting President Murray Schlotzhauer.

Holy Family Catholic School 
donates $1,250 to Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre

Holy Family Catholic School principal, Richard Setler, presented Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre's Executive Director, Trisha Robinson, with a cheque for $1250 on November 9th. 
The funds were raised by the school community recently to be used towards what is most 
needed during this time of year at the agency. For 40+ years, the agency has been the 
leading provider of social support services to low-income and food-insecure families and 
individuals in Wilmot and Wellesley Townships. (Photo credit: Kathryn McEwin)
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Wilmot Post Staff

Township of Wellesley council members 
approved an application for a new cem-
etery, the Millbank Cemetery, located at 
7191 Road 116 in Linwood.

This also includes the ability to alter or in-
crease the cemetery's capacity and estab-
lish a crematorium on the property. The 
application was received by the Old Order 
Mennonite Church.

The decision was made without discus-
sion at a virtual council meeting on Tues-
day, November 9. “I think we’ve dealt with 
a part of this plan before,” commented 
Mayor Joe Nowak.

The person in charge of the day-to-day 
operations of the cemetery is trustee Mar-
tin B. Hoover, while Ezra Bauman owns 
the land that the cemetery is located on.

A public health inspector with the Re-
gion of Waterloo gave their approval to 
the project, and the fire department, the 
GRCA and the building department gave 
no objections.

The applicants provided the following in-
formation: there is a minimum of 79 metres 
between the road and cemetery area and 
at least 200 metres of distance between a 
well and the cemetery area. The existing 
tile drains will be decommissioned within 
15 metres of the proposed cemetery, and 
there are no other water features or water 
hook up in the area.

Wellesley staff are publishing the notice 
of the decision in a local newspaper, and 
anyone with interest may appeal the de-
cision in the next 15 days of publication 
(before November 25).

New cemetery to be established in Linwood

At right, the cemetery layout for the lands at 7191 Road 116 in Linwood. (Wellesley council 
agenda package)

By Wilmot Post Staff

The township of Wilmot is seeking public 
opinion as to the recommended location 
for the third ice pad should be in the Wil-
mot Recreation Complex (WRC).

Back in October 2020, Wilmot council ap-
proved an “Indoor Arena Usage and Needs 
Analysis Update,” which recommended 
that a third ice pad be provided in Wilmot 
for the short term.

Council then directed township staff and 
Monteith Brown Planning Consultants 
Ltd to develop strategies for providing the 
third ice surface.

At a November 8 council meeting, Wilmot 
staff recommended the WRC as the pre-
ferred site for a third ice pad, based on 
consultation with user groups, site tours 
and a background study and analysis con-
ducted by Monteith Brown.

The consulted user groups included the 
New Hamburg Hockey Association, Wil-
mot Girls Hockey Association, New Ham-
burg Skating Club, the New Hamburg 
Junior C Firebirds, the Wilmot Junior C 
Lacrosse, The Community Players and the 
Wilmot Soccer Club.

According to the Monteith Brown report, 
this is part of phase one of the study pro-
cess, which includes testing support with 

stakeholders and the public. Phase two 
will involve preparing conceptual plans 
and costing for the preferred sites and 
presenting the final reports back to the 
council in early 2022.

The survey asking for public opinion can 
be found on the township website. It asks 
whether the participant resides in Wilmot, 
is a current user of the WRC, and where 
the third ice pad should be.

Wilmot seeking public feedback as to where third 
ice pad should be located

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM



9Thursday, November 18, 2021The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —
New Hamburg Remembrance Day ceremony

The New Hamburg Legion held a Remembrance Day ceremony at the cenotaph on Thursday, November 11, starting at about 10:30 a.m. The colour party met up at the library on Huron 
Street at about 10 a.m. About 100 people attended the outdoor ceremony, which went on for about 45 minutes. A number of local dignitaries, or their representatives, laid wreaths, including 
an Indigenous Veterans wreath, a Canada wreath, and Province of Ontario wreath. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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By Wilmot Post Staff

The Wellesley Township Poppy Project was dis-
mantled and stored in a committee member’s 
basement space on Monday, November 15. The 
project was on display at the township office for 
about two weeks.

It was the idea of Wellesley village residents Beth 
Schlueter, Karen Schlueter Pilecki, Wendy Rich-
ardson, and Barb Nowak, as a way to recognize 
and honour veterans for their sacrifice.

The project was an impressive display featuring a 
wooden form, frame, lights, and thousands of knit-
ted and crocheted poppies.  

The committee plans to erect the display again 
next November at more sites around the township.

“We will continue to collect poppies to use to en-
able this expansion and patterns are available for 
knitting and crocheting,” said Nowak in an online 
post. “Some people used other materials for their 
submissions and we enjoyed seeing this creativity.

“Thank you for the positive comments and sup-
port. This was a labour of love for our committee.” 

COMMUNITY —

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

51 WOODSTOCK ST. S., TAVISTOCK
ATTENTION INVESTORS- Welcome to the small town of Tavistock-  this small town is growing with new subdivisions 
in the process.  There is a small down town area, with limited commercial spaces, with the town growing, what 
a great opportunity to own your own prime downtown commercial property.  The property currently consists of 
store front commercial space, ideal for many possible business opportunities.  The upper level offers a lovely sep-
arate,  2 bedroom residential unit, with a private entrance, the unit offers an updated  kitchen with open concept 
living room with a gas fire place, and  in-suite laundry.  Endless possibilities for this great commercial building, 
located in the heart of downtown, on a high traffic road,  the building fronts on Woodstock Street South, and the 
rear property backs onto Decew Street.  The rear yard offers plenty or parking for your own use, or great for your 
deliveries for your business supplies,  and if you are living in the upper level,  relax or entertain, and enjoy sitting in 
your hot tub.  If you are looking for a spot to run your business  and live in the same building, this is one property 
you must call to view, or if you are looking for an investment property, also one you must call to view.  Immediate 
possession is available. 

MLS #40163966 $699,900

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative can be reached at either Bus: 519-273-4400, 
Res: 519-655-2548, Cell: 519-272-7676 or mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

Letters to JesusLetters to Jesus
Hey Kids!Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO JESUS!SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO JESUS!
Letters will be published in our December 15, 2021 issue of the Letters will be published in our December 15, 2021 issue of the 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.
Deadline to submit your letters is Deadline to submit your letters is 

Monday, December 6, 2021.Monday, December 6, 2021.
Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or 

tavistockgazette@rogers.comtavistockgazette@rogers.com

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Wellesley Township Poppy Project dismantled

The impressive Wellesley Township Poppy Project 
display was dismantled and stored in the basement 
of committee member Wendy Richardson. (Photo 
contributed)
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Santa Claus 
is coming

He will be travelling the major streets and                
subdivisions.

Listen for the sound of the Fire Trucks!

Be sure to come and give Santa a wave                                 
and a big Tavistock welcome. 

Santa’s Helpers will be collecting 
cash donations for 

Tavistock Assistance Program and the                
Salvation Army Kettle Drive.

to Tavistock on 
Saturday, Nov. 27 starting at 9:30 a.m.

By Delaney Regehr

Coming Sunday November 28th, Shauna Johnston and 
Carrie Harmon will be hosting their second annual “Jin-
gle Run” to raise money for the newly proposed Welles-
ley Township Recreation Complex.

The Jingle Run is a Christmas-themed event, and par-
ticipants are encouraged to dress up in festive clothing 
and costumes to spread the Christmas cheer. Beginning 
at Wellesley Public School, there will be two marked 
routes heading in opposite directions around town, a 3K 
route and a 5K route.

“It sounds like a lot of people are doing it with their 
children, or families are getting involved this year, so 
I’m guessing that there might be more people doing the 
3k route,” says Shuana Johnston, co-coordinator of the 
event. “We wanted them to cover two different routes 
around town so that spectators can get the full effect of 
that wherever they live, and spread the joy.”

Shauna shares that she and Carrie were first inspired 
to arrange the Jingle Run after participating in the 2019 
Santa Race in Kitchener together. Troubled by the pan-

demic conditions and encouraged by their experience at 
the Santa Race, both Shauna and Carrie decided that a 
run would be a safe and fun outdoor activity that could 

provide entertainment and raise money for a charitable 
cause and spread some festive cheer. “Everyone had fun 
last year, so we decided to do it again this year,” she says.

The 2020 event had a turnout of about 30 participants, 
and all donations were contributed to the Wellesley Li-
on’s Club. This year, there will be a $25 registration fee 
(children are exempt), and all proceeds will be contrib-
uted toward the proposed Wellesley Recreation Com-
plex. Although the project is not currently receiving do-
nations due to the recency of its approval, the funds will 
be contributed as soon as possible.

Race participants will be given fun takeaways in the 
form of reindeer Christmas ornaments, featuring the 
Jingle Run logo. Shauna mentions that the same logo 
was used last year, except on coffee mugs. In addition 
to this, several local businesses have contributed prizes 
and all participants will have the opportunity to be en-
tered into a raffle draw.

“It’s go at your own pace, so everybody is welcome to 
join!” says Shauna. Anybody looking to register can do 
so by emailing sljohnston@gmail.com.

By Fred Verboom, Tavistock Assistance Program

As we approach the holiday season, we may experience 
feelings of excitement, happiness, anticipation regard-
ing being with family and friends, and sharing time and 
gifts with loved ones. At the same time, we might be feel-
ing sad, melancholic, stressed and anxious as we consid-
er the season and expectations of those around us.

Remember to take a deep breath, be kind to yourself, and 
practice self-care whether sitting quietly with a book or 
a favourite TV program, practicing a meditation ritual 
you found on YouTube, or other activity that will let you 
relax and breathe amid all the busy-ness of the season.

Here are a few tips that can help you through it:

· Plan ahead, and plan again; identify what is possible, 
and make changes when it feels too difficult.

· Do what is right for you, not for what others think you 
should do.

· Know your limits, financially, socially, capably; have an 
escape plan in case you need it.

· Reach out for help, even when it feels hard to do; most 
people like to help and it feels good to do so.

· Remember those who are important to you, whether 

they are present with you, away, or passed on; they are 
part of what makes you who you are.

Jingle Run is coming to Wellesley

Self care tips to avoid the winter blues 

Call “TOM THE TREE FELLAR”
                                        519-662-6198

Now booking for 21-22 Winter Season
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL.

          “THE SNOW PROS” Snow Clearing and Ice Control

N.H. INC.

Now Hiring Part-time and 
Full-time for the upcoming 
snow season. Please call or 
email treefellar@netflash.net
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KOCH, Margaret
Margaret Lorraine Koch, 
89, of Tavistock and 
formerly of Wellesley 
passed away peaceful-
ly at Woodstock General 
Hospital on Sunday, 
November 7, 2021. She was 
born in South Easthope 
Township Perth County on 
April 7, 1932 a daughter 
of the late Alvin and Erna 
(Niebergall) Ankenmann. 

She was a member of the former Lingelbach 
United Church where she was the assistant 
church pianist for 50 years plus and a member 
of the United Church Women. At the time of 
her passing she was a member of Grace United 
Church, Tavistock and the United Church Women. 
She loved to quilt and sew and did a lot of knit-
ting for church projects. She drove school bus for 
Shantz Bus Lines for more than 25 years. 

Margaret married Donald George Koch on May 
11, 1957 at Lingelbach Church. He predeceased 
her on July 28, 2021. She is survived by two sons 
and daughters-in-law, Paul and Cathy Koch of 
Wellesley, Kevin and Sylvia Koch of Simcoe; 
three grandchildren, Matthew Koch (Alexandra), 
Cassandra Smyth (Alex), Conner Koch (Regan 
Raabis); two great grandchildren, Madison Koch, 
Mackenzie Koch and baby sister arriving in 
December; her sister Miriam Hohner (Brian), her 
sisters-in-law, Marilyn Ankenmann and Valerie 
Roth; her sister-in-law, Darlene Weir; brothers-
in-law, Allan Koch (Shirley), Grant Koch (Mary) 
and many nieces and nephews.

Margaret was predeceased by her son and 
daughter-in-law, David & Megan Koch; her broth-
ers and sisters-in-law, Jim and Joan Ankenmann, 
Sam and Isabel Ankenmann, Bruce Ankenmann, 
Glen Ankenmann, Earl Ankenmann and John 
Ankenmann; brothers-in-law, Nelson Koch and 
Stewart Weir. 

Relatives and friends will be received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street 
North, Tavistock on Thursday, from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. The funeral service will be held in Grace 
United Church, Tavistock on Friday, November 
12, 2021 at 11 a.m. (Everyone is welcome, please 
wear masks and social distance). The Rev. 
Gail Fricker will officiate. Interment will be in 
Lingelbach Cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation would be appreciated 
and may be made through the Francis Funeral 
Home by calling 519-655-2431. Personal condo-
lences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY
BENDER: Leona Barbara 

(nee Lichti)
Passed away peacefully at 
her residence, Nithview 
Home on Saturday, 
November 6, 2021. Leona 
Bender of New Hamburg in 
her 102nd year.

Beloved wife of the late 
Mervin L. Bender who 
predeceased her March 
26, 1993. Loving moth-

er of Carol Warren & friend Tom Irvin of Baden, 
Sandy & husband Robert Seyler of Wellesley and 
Gary Bender of New Hamburg. Sadly missed 
by her grandchildren Todd, Terry (Jennifer), 
Kimberley (Al), Kevin (Margarita), Carley (Matt) 
and by her great grandchildren Taylor, Madison, 
James, Hayden, Andie, Felix, Linea, Sebastian 
and Valentina. Survived by her sisters-in-law 
Emmalien Lichti of New Hamburg, Geneva Lichti 
and Mildred Lichti both of Tavistock.

Predeceased by her parents John E. & Barbara 
(Bender) Lichti, son-in-law Bob Warren, broth-
ers Elmon Lichti, Stan & Erma Lichti, Elroy & 
Loretta Lichti, Lincoln & Maryann Lichti, Mervin 
Lichti, Ken Lichti and sister Helena in infancy, 
by brothers and sisters-in-law Verda & Elroy 
Swartzentruber, Rosetta & Clayton Bender, Ada & 
Chris Bender, Rufus & Ellen Bender, Ruby & Lyle 
Weber and Viola & Neil Ropp.

Relatives & friends called at the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, 291 Huron St. New Hamburg 
on Tuesday from 5-8pm. Funeral service was 
conducted from Hillcrest Mennonite Church 
on Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 2:00pm. 
Interment in East Zorra 19th Line Mennonite 
Cemetery. Those who wished to attend the Church 
Service showed proof of double vaccination and 
Identification to enter the church.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church or Innisfree House would be 
appreciated by the family. Personal condolences 
can be posted at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
ZEHR: Shirley Elaine

Of Woodstock passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by family on Monday, 
November 15th, 2021 at 
the University Hospital, 
London, in her 93rd year. 
Five weeks after her be-
loved husband passed away 
in their shared hospital 
room.

She married Carl on 
September 21, 1957. They 

farmed together at Cassel until 1978 when they 
semi-retired to Innerkip before moving onto 
Woodstock. She was a faithful servant of the Lord 
and lifelong member of Cassel Mennonite Church. 
A true storybook grandmother. She enjoyed mak-
ing the grand kids their favorite meal when they 
would come for dinner. Often in the kitchen bak-
ing cookies and pies, or at the quilting frame with 
her sisters and cousins.

Dear mother of Darrel of Toronto, Mary Lynn 
(Steve) Redmond of Lucan, Terry (Kim) of 
Thorndale, and Brad (Ang) of Woodstock. She will 
be sadly missed by her grandchildren Stephanie, 
Luke, Jarrett (Meghan), Taylor, Alyssa, Brayden 
(Terrilyn), Trent (Virginie), Spencer (Chiara) and 
by her great grandchildren Tykan, Lilli, Macey, 
Harper, Brooks and Blair. She is survived by her 
sister Iva (Ross deceased) Smith of Woodstock, 
by brother Ken (Karen) Zehr of Tavistock, sister-
in-law Annie Mae (Nelson deceased) Albrecht 
of Tavistock, by sister-in-law Helen MacKenzie 
(Walter deceased) and by many nieces and 
nephews.

Predeceased by her parents John & Clara (Kipfer) 
Zehr as well as brothers and sisters-in-law Anna 
Mae (Oscar) Leis, Marie (Mahlon) Leis, Leola 
(Omar) Wagler, Harold (Peg) Zehr, Lavone (John) 
Gascho, Lorraine (Vic) Boldt , Donald (Donna) 
Zehr, Edward (Jean) Zehr, and by her in-laws 
Joseph & Barbara (Schlegel) Zehr, her brother-in-
laws Delton (Fern) and Walter, and by sister-in-law 
Jane.

Relatives and friends are invited to a Memorial 
Service for Shirley & Carl at the East Zorra 
Mennonite Church, 16th Line on Saturday 
November 27, 2021 at 11:00am. Attendance is 
limited and everyone needs to RSVP on the 
Glendinning Funeral Home website by going in to 
Shirley’s memorial page and scrolling down under 
the obituary and clicking the blue RSVP button on 
Carl's' webpage.

In lieu of flowers, donation to the Mennonite 
Central Committee would be appreciated by the 
family. Personal condolences can be posted at 
www.gffh.ca

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc. Or are you looking to hire 

local people, or wanting to sell something or buy  something? We will publish your classified ad.
For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Read the paper 
for free online by 

going to 
www.wilmotpost.ca

www.tavistockgazette.ca
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By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

November 16, 2011 Edition (10 years ago)

It may soon be the end of an era in nurs-
ing home history in Tavistock. Plans are to 
move the 80 long-term care beds at Bon-
nie Brae to London. Staff was informed 
last Wednesday that two public meetings 
will be held on December 15th, 2011 to 
review the proposal. Current rules state 
that the Bonnie Brae, rated as a “D” facili-
ty, must be redeveloped by 2014.

Another 1,500 people enjoyed the Tavis-
tock Men’s Club Roast Pork and Sauer-
kraut Supper held last Wednesday night, 
November 9 at the Tavistock Memorial 
Hall. The volunteers were organized by 
chairmen Bill Wettlaufer and Steve Cahill. 

The Bluemont Farms Novice Rep Titans 
roared back with a vengeance after a 
7-0 loss to undefeated Twin Centre with 
an 18-0 drubbing of St. George at home 

on Saturday afternoon. Dyland Haight 
earned his third shutout of the season 
while the offence was led by Izac Blum’s 
4 goals with Ty Higgins, Marc Dionne and 
Owen Donaldson adding hat tricks.

November 20, 1996 Edition (25 years ago)

It was another banner year for the Ta-
vistock Men’s Club Sauerkraut Supper 
as they served some 1,500 meals last 
Wednesday evening at the Memorial Hall. 
The 38th annual event saw about 1,200 
people sit down to eat family style with 
volunteers serving 1,300 lbs. of pork, 
about 500 gallons of sauerkraut, 550 lbs. 
of potatoes, 200 loaves of bread, 30 gal-
lons of applesauce, 300 apple pies and 80 
lbs. of cheese. In addition, 415 takeout and 
pick-up orders were prepared.

Coming up on Saturday, November 30th 
is Tavistock’s Annual Santa Claus Parade, 
sponsored by the Tavistock Men’s Club. 
This year’s theme is “Christmas in Won-
derland”.  

November 17, 1971 Edition (50 years ago)

Once a year the people of Tavistock and 

area flock to the Men’s Club and Board 
of Trade’s annual Sauerkraut Supper 
which was held last Wednesday night in 
the Memorial Hall. The meal, consisting 
of sauerkraut, potatoes, pork, bread and 
butter, coleslaw, gravy, applesauce, snitz 
pie, doughnuts, apples and cheese with 
hot coffee is served by the club members, 
their wives and volunteers, all for the low 
price of $2.00 a meal, or as much as you 
can eat, all on china and with warm hos-
pitality. This year, over 1600 people were 
served.

Notice was received by the local PUC that 
as of October 1 all “nicknames” other than 
that of the Corporate name must be regis-
tered with a five-year term.

With the coming of winter to our area, the 
council of South Easthope purchased a 
new road grader from the Dominion Road 
Machinery Company of Goderich. The 
cost of the fully hydraulic machine was 
$35,000 which Reeve Ellard Lange says 
will be completely paid for this year.

The Old Gazettes
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Sunday morning worship service recordings 
are available on our website, facebook page, 
and YouTube channel

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372
Church is closed until further notice
Dial In Service Recording:  
1-833-620-1256
Weekly on-line service is still available.
Youtube Channel:  
www.trinitytavistock.com/youtube
Facebook Page:  
www.facebook.com/TrinityTavistock 
TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Open for in-person worship on Sundays at 
9:45 a.m. with limited capacity.  
Full safety protocols in effect. 
You can also catch us online at  
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca
JRSS will resume in the fall!

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson

WORSHIP
WITH US!

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

July 6, 2011 Edition (10 years ago)

The Tavistock Bantam Boys, sponsored 
by Ramseyer Earth Works, have become 
Team Ontario 1 for the Eastern Canadian 
Softball Championships to be held in 
Waterford Valley, Newfoundland August 
25-28. “This is a huge accomplishment 
for our little town and minor ball pro-
gram,” said coach Kevin Zehr. “This has 
never happened before.” The tourna-
ment was held in Stratford this past 
weekend and had the top 16 teams from 
across the province. The Tavistock team 
went through undefeated with 39 runs 
for and only 7 against in five games. The 
Tavistock Bantams include Travis Hyde, 
Spencer Zehr, Carson Lamond, Angus 
Rowland, Derek Wagler, Tristan Hohl, 
Terran Rogers, Dylan Taylor, Cody 
Brown, Deven Kropf, Tyson Zehr, Travis 
Ramseyer, Jesse Deweerd, Connor 
Drinkwalter, along with coaching staff 
Paul Hyde and Kevin Zehr.

Two Tavistock students enrolled in the 
culinary arts program at Northwestern 
Secondary School in Stratford have just 
returned from the experience of a life-
time. Grade 10 students Kyle Nicklas 
and Sam Blair, both 16, were among the 
22 students from across Canada chosen 
to serve at a youth banquet in Ottawa on 
Thursday, June 30. Special guests were 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, 
newlyweds Prince William and his wife, 
Kate, who are touring Canada. The eve-
ning was hosted by Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, his wife, Laureen, and 
Governor General David Johnston. 
Kyle’s group made oysters, kelp bread-
sticks in bannock, and shrimp paté and 
soy cavier. Sam’s group made yak tartar 
and dip as well as musk ox bruchetta 
with herbs and jelly. 

July 10, 1996 Edition (25 years ago)

Council for the Township of East 
Zorra-Tavistock met on Wednesday, July 
3rd, 1996 at the Hickson Chambers for 
their day-time session. The third report 
for the Arena Building Committee was 
adopted as printed and circulated and 
the Clerk was instructed to prepare the 
necessary by-law to implement the 
smoking regulations for the new arena. 
The recommendation of the Building 
Committee was “that the smoking area 
for the new arena be the upper walkway 
behind the easterly most section of 
seating and the upper hall at the discre-
tion of the renter, and further that an 
exhaust fan be installed to exhaust the 

stands at the east end.”

The Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association held their Annual Field Day 
and Chicken Barbeque on June 15th. 
This year’s theme was Shakespeare 
Olympics “96”. Tonya Schweigert of 
R.R.#1 Shakespeare was this year’s 
parade marshall. The chicken barbeque 
was enjoyed by 500 people.

July 14, 1971 Edition (50 years ago)

Two members of the Tavistock 
Volunteer Fire Department received the 
Fire Services Long Service Medals. 
Chief Henry Eckstein and assistant 
chief Clarence Neeb both have more 
than 30 years with the brigade. Mr. 
Eckstein joined the brigade 51 years 
ago, and has been chief for the past 15 
years. Mr. Neeb joined the brigade in 
1934, and in addition to be assistant, he 
is the brigade’s secretary-treasurer.

Mr. Bob Stere took over the Supertest 
Station at the corner of Woodstock and 
William Street South, formerly run by 
Gordon Neeb. With his wife, Betty, they 
will continue to serve the people of 
Tavistock and district. Mr. Stere has 
been a licenced mechanic for the past 
five years and will be doing minor 
repairs, brakes, exhaust, steering, tune-
ups, etc.  

July 14, 1921 Edition (100 years ago)

A distressing accident in which Mr. 
Gordon Schmidt, residing south of the 
village of Shakespeare, lost his life 
occurred about 9:30 Thuesday evening 
at the village of Shakespeare. The young 
man was leading a cow along the road 
when a McLaughlin car owned and 
driven by R.A. Reiger, accountant at the 
Royal Bank, Woodstock, approached 
from the south. After crossing the 
Stratford-Toronto G.T.R. railway tracks 
at Shakespeare, Reiger noticed the cow 
on the road, but did not see Mr. Schmidt. 
As he approached, the cow made a dash 
for the other side of the road and in 
turning out to avoid the cow he struck 
the unfortunate man. The car took the 
ditch carrying Schmidt on the bumper 
and jammed the unfortunate man 
against a telephone post, then backed 
down again into the ditch. The late Mr. 
Schmidt who was a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Schmidt was born near 
Shakespeare and resides there all his 
life. He was about 25 years of age, of a 
bright and happy disposition, he was 
well thought of by everyone in the com-
munity in which he lived and the news 
of his untimely death has cast a gloom 
over the entire neighbourhood. He 
leaves to mourn their loss a wife and 
one little child, his parents and one sis-
ter.

The Old Gazettes Council Meeting Notes
By Rose Danen
The Township of East 

Zorra-Tavistock Council 
met in-person on July 7 
at the Innerkip 
Community Centre. The 
highlights you need to 
know from the meeting 
are as follows:
Township’s 2020 finan-

cial audit
Auditor Christene 

Scrimgeour presented 
the township’s draft 2020 
year-end Financial Audit 
to council. 
Overall, the township’s 

finances were in good 
shape, according to 
Scrimgeour. Net finan-
cial assets increased in 
2020, while liabilities/ 
debts went down. 
The draft audit also 

noted the financial 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the town-
ship in 2020. Many town-
ship facilities were 
forced to close due to the 
pandemic, and recre-
ation spending was down 
as a result. The township 
was also granted $24,451 
of Safe Restart Provincial 
funding from the gov-
ernment. Scrimgeour 
added that the township 
did not receive as many 
project donations as 
anticipated in 2020 
because many projects 
were halted by the pan-
demic.
New Diversity & 

Inclusivity Policy
Council approved the 

new Diversity & 
Inclusivity Policy which 
will be added to the 
township’s Human 
Resources policies. 
Staff brought forward 

the new policy to recog-
nize the growing spot-
light on the issues of 
diversity and inclusion, 
and to set an example for 
businesses and service 
groups within East 
Zorra-Tavistock on how 
to encourage and wel-
come new residents to 
the community.
The policy outlines 

mandates to promote 
equity within the town-
ship such as being an 

equal opportunity 
employer, attracting 
diverse talent with 
unique perspectives, 
skills and experiences, 
eliminating barriers in 
the workplace, and 
ensuring everyone in the 
community feels wel-
come. 
Review of Parkland 

Fencing Policy
Council decided to 

review the Parkland 
Fencing Policy after 
receiving concerns from 
residents during the 
council meeting on June 
16 about proposed fenc-
ing to be put up in the 
Ponds subdivision in 
Tavistock.
During the June 16 

meeting, council received 
and adopted mainte-
nance recommendations 
for the township’s 
Stormwater Management 
facilities, which included 
putting up fences around 
the constructed wetlands 
on Jacob Street W and 
Halliday Drive. 
Two delegations 

appeared before the 
council before the vote, 
asking that the fences 
not be put up. The rec-
ommendations were 
adopted in spite of this 
opposition for safety and 
liability reasons. 
This opposition shone 

light on the Parkland 
Fencing Policy, which 
hasn't been updated 
since 2005. While council 
was unclear about 
whether the policy was 
applicable to this issue, 
they decided it should be 
reviewed anyway to pro-
vide clarity for staff.
Updates on Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan
Onsite facility tours for 

the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan have now 
been completed and 
draft inventory compila-
tion is ready for review.
A public consultation 

survey for the plan will 
be launched soon, with 
plans to make it accessi-
ble online through the 
township website.
Additionally, Tavistock 

Spray Pad Fundraising 
Committee Chair, Danny 
Roth, has made the deci-
sion to step down from 
the position in order to 
focus on other commit-
ments. Roth said in a 
Facebook post that he is 
thankful for the support 
he’s received thus far 
and he is hopeful that 
someone else will be 
able to step up to con-
tinue leading this proj-
ect. Council will be con-
tinuing the project in his 
absence.

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
(COVID-19 protocols in place) 
Dial In Service Recording: 1-833-
620-1256 
Weekly on-line service recording 
available. 
Youtube Channel: 
www.trinitytavistock.com/youtube

Church Phone 519-276-0701 
Wellington Street, Tavistock 
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com 
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer Service is at 2pm

GRACE UNITED CHURCH, TAVISTOCK IS 
SEEKING MUSIC AND CHOIR DIRECTOR. 

This position is available January 2, 2022 and could 
be a commitment of approximately 8-10 hours a week.  
The ideal person will have experience playing the organ 
and piano.  
For complete job description visit Grace United Church 
Tavistock,  https://www.graceunitedtavistock.com
Resumes should be addressed to Grace United 
Church, Attn: Ministry & Personnel Chair 
or emailed to chriswif@execulink.com

Robert Jutzi

August 24, 1937

November 18, 2020

In loving memory of my dear husband Robert.

If I could visit heaven

Even for a day

Maybe for a moment

The pain would go away.

I’d put my arms around you

And whisper words so true

That living life without you

Is the hardest thing to do.

No matter how I

Spend my days

No matter what I do

No morning dawn

When I don’t think of you.

To lose someone so special

Has filled me with grief.

Love you forever and always

Love Irene

IN MEMORIAM

Happy birthday today, November 18, to Chloe Hazeleger (5) and anni-
versary for Ron and Joan Ferguson (43rd).   

November 19: Happy birthday to Nicholas Alexander (19). 

November 20: Happy birthday to Kynslee Richardson (8) and Isaac Cur-
rah (16), and anniversaries for Bart & Gerry Danen (52nd), Glen & Rho-
da Baechler (57th).   

November 21: Happy birthday to Ben Dufton (11). 

November 22: Happy birthday to Isabella Matthews (11), Alyssa Mat-
thews (11), and Aude Stock-Bateman (15). 

November 23: Happy birthday to Olive Shewfelt (4). 

November 24: Happy birthday to Ayden Eidt (10), Brett Bell (19), and 
Aaron Reimer (21). 

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up?  Let us know 
at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in 
our Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special an-
nouncement ad.

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES

FAMILY MILESTONES —
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Street parking to be 
prohibited in Wilmot 
starting December 1

COMMUNITY —

By Veronica Reiner

A New Hamburg resident is making a dif-
ference in her community by offering a 
free healthy food pantry for people with 
special dietary needs.

Vivian Ireland built a bright yellow cup-
board, called Showers of Blessing, on her 
property at 99 Hostetler Road. The cup-
board contains various food items, with 
gluten-free, dairy-free, plant-based (veg-
an) food options, some with no preserva-
tives or additives.

Ireland welcomes donations to her food 
pantry and invites anyone to come by at 
any time to take food items they need at 
no charge.

“I want people to know that I’m here for 
them,” said Ireland. “I know a lot of people 
have lost their jobs and are really strug-
gling right now. Especially for these spe-
cialty foods - it costs a lot of money and a 
lot of them can’t afford to buy them.”

The only requirement for using the pan-

try, she added, is that those that use it 
close the door tightly and lock it. This is to 
prevent moisture buildup or animals from 
accessing the food within the cupboard.

Each container has a label indicating the 
special dietary need: gluten-free flours, 
whole grains, dairy free snacks, etc. Any-
one that would like to give a monetary 
donation can leave a note in her mailbox 
with their name and phone number.

“I started realizing that there is a huge 
need for food at the food bank, but unfor-
tunately, they don’t supply healthy food 
for people with special diets,” said Ireland, 
on how she got the inspiration to offer a 
food pantry.

“There are a lot of people that have this 
problem. I don’t know how they can sur-
vive without getting this stuff that they 
need, and I have real compassion for these 
people because it’s not easy for them.”

She started the initiative in early Novem-
ber after building the cupboard herself.

By Wilmot Post Staff

With the arrival of snow this past week, 
the township of Wilmot is reminding res-
idents that street parking is prohibited 
between 2:30 a.m. and 6 a.m., beginning 
Wednesday, December 1st.

The Bylaw Enforcement team will active-

ly enforce this bylaw to allow for plows to 
clear the streets, and overall efficient win-
ter maintenance operations.

This bylaw is in effect during the winter 
months and ends on March 31. Bylaw en-
forcement can be called at 519-634-8519 
extension 257, or an infraction can be re-
ported online.

New Hamburg resident offers free specialty food 
to those with dietary needs

Vivian Ireland outside her free healthy food pantry at 99 Hostetler Road in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159
Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

ALASKA CRUISE
MAY 25 - JUNE 4, 2022

CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM SAILING FROM VANCOUVER TO ANCHORAGE

$2,191FROM
/PERSON

Taxes included for an interior cabin. 
Ocean view and balcony cabins available. 

Airfare additional.

INFORMATION NIGHT!

Learn more about our Alaskan Cruise on 

Thursday, November 25 at 7 pm.
Contact Stonetown Travel at 519-284-2332 to get your link to this virtual event. 

Don’t miss out on this exceptional opportunity!
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

Across
1. Pie choice
6. An edible seed
10. Subsides
14. Bacteria discovered by Theodor 
Escherich
15. Margarita fruit
16. Sincere
17. Oven emanation
18. Guitarist Clapton
19. Shopping ____
20. Break bread
21. Sugar source
23. Weekend wear
25. Air current
26. Like some old buckets
27. Brews like a storm
30. Certain blondes
32. Speaker's place
33. "____ we forget"
34. Little one
36. Hungers (for)
38. "No ____!"
39. Poem of lament
41. Airport code of Alert, NWT
42. Product in body that causes gout
44. Arab chieftain
45. Even more unhappy
47. Hot sauce
50. Halt
51. Thor's father
52. Sesame paste
54. Tooth part
55. Alias preceder
58. Ear-related
59. Obsolescent phone feature
61. Gin's partner
63. Burn soother
64. Desire
65. Door sign
66. Spiritual teacher Ram ____
67. Managed, with "out"
68. Christopher of "Superman"

Down
1. Potpie ingredients
2. Almond colour
3. Chicken's home
4. Anything given as charity
5. Vitamin B Complex ingredient
6. Mixes one substance with another
7. Cork's country
8. Bon ___
9. Plant �uids
10. Makes aquatints
11. Structure connecting the cerebrum to the 
spinal cord and cerebellum (plural)
12. Third Vice-president of USA, Aaron ____
13. The den or burrow of a badger
22. Conjunction
24. Glide
25. Like some winds
26. Do as directed
27. One way to stand by
28. Manhandles
29. Edible pale green seeds grown on a tree
31. An ascetic Hindu discipline using controlled 
breathing
33. Fond du ___, Wisconsin
35. Trainee
37. Africa's largest country
38. Telegram
40. Incline
43. What's left
46. Remove snow from aircraft wings
47. Drove (around)
48. Big fuss
49. Having a sharp and pungent taste or smell
52. Warty hopper
53. American Theological Library Association 
letters
54. Fury
55. A chip, maybe?
56. Ukraine's capital
57. Farm measure
60. Be a pain
62. A wee hour

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

The owner of Lange Brothers Inc. tree 
service and stump removal, Rae Lange, 
is dwarfed by the crane removing a 70-
foot silver maple tree from the backyard 
over a Stratford house last week. The RR2 
Tavistock owner said the company does 
a number of large older trees each year, 
branch by branch, that may have deteri-
orated over the years. It could present a 
hazard, if branches break off and cause 
damage to nearby homes. He said they 
will sometimes use a “cobra” roping sys-
tem to anchor a branch to the trees’ centre 
to maintain the true shape of the tree and 
keep its surroundings safe when possible.

His father Frank and uncles Ellard and 
Harold Lange started the company many 

years ago in South Easthope township. 
It currently employs more than a dozen 
workers and began as a barn and house 
painting company. They evolved from that 
into who they are today- tree trimming 
and removal along with grass cutting 
which involves mowing 320 acres of grass 
in Stratford every week. They have three 
bucket trucks and two chipper machines 
that chops branches into wood chips and 
mulch used around the base of trees in the 
parks system in Stratford and Perth coun-
ty. When not removing trees and stumps, 
they can always be spotted putting up 
Christmas lights in cities, towns and vil-
lages around Perth county when winter 
arrives, and Lange would say their com-
pany is the “jack of all trades!”

Experience counts when 
it comes to tree removal 
in confined backyards

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

“A hidden gem”“A hidden gem”

Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order

www.mariochangchicken.ca
mariochangchicken
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot Post Staff

As winter approaches, the Perth County 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are re-
minding drivers of the importance of driv-
ing according to road and weather condi-
tions.

“Driving defensively and responsibly 
during the winter months will ensure you 
and your loved ones reach your destina-
tion safely,” wrote the OPP in a news re-
lease.

Winter presents some of the worst driv-
ing conditions of the year. There are rapid 
fluctuations in the weather, which greatly 
impacts road conditions. Bare pavement 
could be mixed with ice patches, loose 
snow, or ground drifting.

Sleet, freezing rain, snow or a combina-
tion of the three is always a possibility as 
the temperature hovers around and below 
the freezing mark (zero degrees Celsius). 
These are just some of the road conditions 
encountered by motorists this time of year.

The OPP recommends the following tips 
to avoid vehicle collisions:

- Slow down.

- Adjust your driving to the current road 
and weather conditions.

- Leave extra space between vehicles, as 
stopping distances are more than double 
on snow or ice covered roads.

- Look ahead - as far as the horizon.

- Make it a habit to allow extra time to 

travel to and from your destinations.

In the case of a minor collision with no 
injuries and the vehicles can still be driv-
en, drivers are encouraged to exit off the 
highway to a safe location and exchange 
relevant information with other involved 
drivers.

For collisions incurring damage of more 
than $2,000, contact the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or your local police service to 
report the incident.

By Gary West

In the last 20 months since the onslaught 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, many busi-
nesses have to be recognized for what 
they have done, not only for their commu-
nity, but for our country.

In this area of Perth County, a trucking 
company has been recognized as a leader 
in the trucking and transportation busi-
ness, as well as awarded as a top fleet em-
ployer five years in a row.

Out of thousands of trucking companies in 
Canada, only 60 have received that award, 
and Woodcock Transportation Group of 
Sebringville is honoured to be named one 
of them.

In a recent interview, owner and President 
Brad Woodcock, along with company chief 
executive officer Jeff Pauli, led us through 
the trucking businesses’ daily challenges, 
but first some history of the company.

Woodcock said he got his early experi-
ence when his father owned Wakes Dairy 
in 1973. They also ran Merchant’s deliv-
ery trucks, and in 1983, he and his broth-
er, Lorrie, bought their father out and 
changed the company name to Woodcock 
Brothers.

While working for Harvey and Earl 
Filsinger, Brad became a licensed me-
chanic at their auto sales dealership. The 
lot still stands today as the head office 
and yard for the Woodcock Transportation 
Group trucking company in Sebringville. 
He bought his brother’s shares in 2004, 
and says 30% of their business today is 
with dry van carriers.

The other 70% is in flatbed transporta-
tion, in moving large amounts of steel and 
aluminum along with cement and bagged 
salt, to name a few of the products they 
transport. Their deliveries include truck-

ing in the U.S., and they also transport 
many products to and from the eastern 
seaboard.

Their loads on their roll-top trailers are 
chained, strapped and secured, and made 
safe for the safety of their drivers. To-
day’s fleet includes 60 tractor-trailer units, 
along with 100 trailers moving goods year-
round. Their well-organized, clean and 
spacious shop includes six full-time li-
cenced mechanics servicing all their trac-
tors and trailers. The company takes pride 
in the fact that they are “fast approved” by 
U.S. customs, which means less time wait-
ing as they cross the border with goods 
either coming or going, due to their excel-
lent safety record at the border or at the 
weigh scales. Brad will be the first to state 
that load security is of the utmost impor-
tance, and loads are always locked and se-
cured before transport can occur.

When it comes to drivers, CEO Jeff Pauli 
said that Woodcock Transportation Group 
has one of the lowest turnovers of drivers 
in the country at 10%. In comparison, the 
average turnover in North America is clos-
er to 80%. He says they work closely with 
the Tri-County Truck Driving School, and 
another 4-8 weeks of training with Wood-
cock Transportation Group to ensure that 
drivers are confident in their ability and 
the best they can be. The company em-
ploys 80 local people, including drivers 
and their office staff, who also operate 
their brokerage division. They also state 
that there is never a shortage of work 
when it comes to their trucking company.

In the future, when you see the clean 
and shiny double blue and white trucks 
headed down the highway, you can be 
rest assured that the express freight of 
Sebringville’s Woodcock Transportation 
Group is in good hands.

Perth County OPP reminds drivers of safety tips as 
winter approaches

Sebringville trucking company is always on the move

Tavistock Men’s Club annual sauerkraut supper

On Wednesday, November 10, the Tavistock Men’s Club held their annual sauerkraut supper as a drive through event at Queens Park. The pork chops and sauerkraut received nothing but 
good reviews from the Men’s Club’s sold out the event. The Tavistock Men’s Club thanks the community for supporting them. Pictured above left, Men's Club member Duane Kropf (right) 
works to build take out containers. Above right, vehicles lined up for the drive-through event. (Photo credit: Jessica Harvey)
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Spartan, Cortland, Gala Empire, Ambrosia, Red 
and Golden Delicious, Russets, Mutsu and 
McIntosh. Also cider, fresh local produce, 

honey, jams and preserves. 
Fraser Fir Wreaths, Christmas Urns, decorated 

and undecorated and gift baskets.
(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Bickle's Orchard Park Farms
462-2259 or 462-2947 arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

By Veronica Reiner

Wellesley council voted unanimously in 
favour of a new revised kennel bylaw, 
which includes a cap for the number of 
dogs within each kennel, and new facility 
standards.

There is a limit to 35 dogs within each 
kennel, an increase in the fees and 
charges, and a requirement for working 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.

During deliberations in a virtual meeting 
on Tuesday, November 9, council decided 
to lower the maximum number of dogs 
from 15 to 10 for new kennel operators, 
on the suggestion of Councillor Shelley 
Wagner.

“I am still struggling a little bit with the 
number of dogs that kennel operators 
can start with - starting at 15,” said Cr. 
Wagner.

“My reasoning is that a lot of these ken-
nel owners that we are getting are new 
kennel owners. So starting with 15 in its 
own way could be very overwhelming if 
they’re just getting into the breeding pro-
cess.”

Councillor Peter van der Maas asked by-

law enforcement officer Todd Loveday 
about the average number of breeding 
dogs in a kennel.

Loveday said that there were 609 breed-
ing dogs in kennels throughout Wellesley 
township. “That’s an average of a little 
less than 30 for the 21 kennels,” he said. 
Those numbers range from a low of four 
at the smallest kennel and a high of 63 at 
the largest kennel.

After hearing those numbers, Cr. van der 
Maas said he supported Cr. Wagner’s re-
quest to lower the cap to 10.

Councillor Herb Neher requested a re-
corded vote on this amendment and vot-
ed against the bylaw. It was passed 4-1.

Several councillors, including Councillor 
Neher and Councillor Herb Smit, voiced 
concern that the grandfathering provi-
sions could be too restrictive. The provi-
sion states that within five years of the 
bylaw’s passing, kennel operators must 
reduce the number of dogs to 35. Cur-
rently, there is one breeding kennel that 
exceeds the 35-dog limit at 63 dogs.

Cr. Neher’s reasoning for not supporting 
the new cap was, “To take it away from 
them just for the sake of taking it away 

from them - I have a real problem under-
standing that. They have the buildings; 
they have the facilities; they have been 
doing it for years. They’re not hurting 
anybody out there.

“Yet we arbitrarily decide - maybe we 
shouldn’t do it.”

Mayor Joe Nowak said he spoke with that 
kennel owner and that he had no issue 
with the transition to reduce to 35 dogs.

A rule in this bylaw is that all kennels 
will have audible smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms with visible signals to 
the exterior, which are required to be 
maintained.

Councillor Shelley Wagner asked Chief 
Building Official Darryl Denny for more 
clarification on the term audible when it 
comes to the smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms.

“The building code act states that this 
act and building regulations within their 
codes supersedes all municipal bylaws,” 
responded Denny.

“So if a municipal bylaw looked to in-
crease the fire protection of a building, 
for example, by adding additional smoke 

detection, or anything else, sprinkler sys-
tem, that sort of thing - the building code 
requirements and minimums would gov-
ern.”

Cr. Wagner said that many groups had 
come forward and asked for certain rules 
to be included in the new bylaws. “So 
what we’re saying is we have researched 
this, we know that we can put it in our 
bylaw, but we have nothing to back it up 
or enforce it.

“So, in essence, it’s not that we are try-
ing to accommodate what is being asked 
of us in our bylaws, but we are working 
within the limitations of what we can en-
force and can’t enforce.”

There are several increases to the fees 
and charges bylaw associated with ken-
nels. The kennel expansion application 
fee is going up to $500 from $300, while 
the ownership transfer fee is now $300, 
up from $100.

Renewal fees for kennels is also includ-
ed in the fees and charges bylaw; for the 
first purebred, the fee is now $187.5, 
up from $125, and $23.18 for additional 
purebreds, up from $15.45. The renewal 
fee for crossbred is $30.90.

New Wellesley kennel bylaw passed

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983



18 Thursday, November 18, 2021 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

By Veronica Reiner

A New Hamburg-based cheese-
maker, Mountainoak Cheese, is cel-
ebrating after their products won 
five awards at the Royal Agricultur-
al Winter Fair.

Adam and Hannie van Bergei-
jk, who own Mountainoak Cheese, 
were thrilled to find out they had 
won once again in mid-November.

"It was really nice to win a couple of 
first-places," said Adam. "Last year, 
we were the grand champions."

Their two-year-old gouda won first 
place in its category (Firm and 
Hard - Interior Ripened), and the 
Wild Nettle product also won first 
place (Flavoured Cheese - Except 
Smoked).

Their cumin aged won second 
place (Flavoured Cheese - Except 
Smoked), as did their smoked gou-
da (Flavoured Cheese - Naturally 
Smoked). Their chill pepper gouda 
placed third also placed third (Fla-
voured Cheese - Naturally Smoked).

This marked the 99th year for the 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, the 
world's largest indoor agricultural 
and equestrian event, before going 
online due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It attracts competitors from 
around the world.

Mountainoak Cheese is also offer-
ing holiday gift baskets, which make 
a perfect gift for your family, or your 
valued customers and hard-work-
ing team.

The pre-made baskets can be pur-
chased as-is, customized to suit 
your needs, and wedges can be add-
ed to your own baskets. All wedges 
are 225 grams each.

"It's a great value - your money will 

be well-spent," said Adam, on the 
holiday baskets.

The small ($35) offers three variet-
ies of gouda - farmstead aged, wild 
nettle and chilli pepper, as well as 
the moss berry farm jam.

Medium baskets ($58) come with 
five varieties of gouda - the same 
options as small, plus cumin mild 
and black pepper. It also includes 
provisions charcuterie jelly and a 
Mountainoak market tote.

The large baskets ($70) offer six va-
rieties of gouda - farmstead smoked, 
chili pepper, black truffle, farmstead 
gold, wild nettle, and black pepper. 
It will also include provisions char-
cuterie jelly, a Mountainoak market 
tote, plus locally made crackers.

Adam encouraged the communi-
ty to support local. "If you support 
your own local economy, it's going 
to be good for yourself as well."

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com

Merry Christmas

Mountainoak Cheese products win first-place 
awards at Royal Agricultural Winter Fair

Decorate your home! 
Gifts for all ages!  Yeti's, toys, tools, 

small appliances and more
59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON

519-662-1450

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates
Call 519-662-4967 or 

orders@mountainoakcheese.ca
1st prize winner at the 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 2021

Located 5 minutes west of Waterloo
1760 Erb Street Unit A, St. Agatha, ON

519-725-4282 | www.pfenningsorganic.ca

PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

WE OFFER:
Stickling's Christmas Stollen & 

Cookies available for the Season.

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

����������������������������

Adam and Hannie van Bergeijk, owners of the Mountainoak Cheese, show off 
their award-winning cheeses in the New Hamburg-based store. (Photo credit:     
Veronica Reiner)

This Christmas consider a
Gift Subscription to the

$49 per year (tax included)

Mailed anywhere in Canada
To order: call or email to:

519-655-2341 or info@wilmotpost.ca

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Local cheesemaker is also now offering gift baskets, just in time for the holiday season
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Snowfall in Wilmot township

Snowfall covers the trees and fields in Wilmot township, just outside New Dundee, on Monday, November 15. "The views certainly got my Monday off to a good start," said Wellesley res-
ident Lisa Weiler Haskins, who took the photos after pulling over in a driveway on the corner of Oxford-Waterloo and Blenheim roads. (Photo credit: Lisa Weiler Haskins)

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) has one of the lowest unem-
ployment rates of any municipality in Ontario and out-
performs much of the province in other economic statis-
tics. Despite this, many employers having difficulty fill-
ing their job vacancies. The statistics are quite alarming.

The unemployment rate is a little under five per cent 
here as compared to 7.4 per cent in Ontario, but Octo-
ber statistics from the Workplace Planning and Devel-
opment Board of Elgin Middlesex and Oxford shows a 
total of 71 new job postings in EZT and a total of 121 
available jobs. Across the County there are 459 available 
spots in total with 272 new postings in October. Most of 
the vacancies are in the trades and transport and equip-
ment operators along with agriculture and related pro-
duction.

Jeff Surridge is the Chief Executive Officer of Communi-
ty Employment Services in Oxford County, and he says 
there are several factors that have led us to the place we 
are in. “We have talked for a number of years about this 
tsunami of older workers, the boomers, who are exiting 
the workforce and what the impact of that was going to 
have on local labour markets. Don’t feel bad about East 
Zorra-Tavistock, the reality is that this is a chronic issue 
everywhere.” 

Surridge says much of the labour shortage could be ad-
dressed by automation and robotics, but the reality is 
people are still needed to do the necessary program-
ming and maintenance for the technology. Another fac-
tor is the birth rate experiencing a tremendous decrease 
over the years. “The reality is, even if everyone start-
ed having children like they used to, we would have to 
wait 25 years before these kids hit the labour force,” he 
says. He adds that Employment Oxford has done a great 
deal of work on newcomer attraction and immigration 
as a viable way to address the labour shortage. “We have 

been incredibly successful with it, but we run into the 
same problems. People are excited about the opportuni-
ties here but there isn’t anywhere for them to live in ru-
ral Oxford. The rental rate is basically zero and housing 
might be cheaper than in Toronto, but way more expen-
sive than you and I have ever seen. The concept of ap-
propriate housing, not necessarily affordable housing, 
none of that is there.” 

County Council has taken steps in the past and contin-
ues to work on the housing issue, but the solution won’t 
be found locally. “We need the province, the federal gov-
ernment, all of us trying to deliver appropriate hous-
ing in communities,” says Surridge. “There are plenty of 

new houses being built in the County for seven, eight 
hundred thousand dollars but Oxford County people are 
being priced out of the market. The people buying these 
houses are coming from larger urban centres.”

The combination of boomers retiring, rising housing 
costs and a lack of rental properties had already creat-
ed a perfect storm, and then along came COVID-19 and 
the pandemic relief money. “God bless our government 
for intervening so effectively, so we didn’t have people 
starving in the streets, but it created somewhat of a dis-
incentive for people to return to work sooner especially 
at entry level jobs. You could be making more on CERB 
than if you were actually working,” says Surridge.

The pandemic has caused many area residents to look at 
changing their career course. “One of the biggest things 
we see at the Employment Centre is people not want-
ing to return to their pervious jobs. They have taken 
the past 18 months to reflect on where they want to go 
with their lives, and programs like Second Career which 
trains people into new fields is one of our most popular 
items. People might want to get involved in health care 
because they saw the heroic efforts from those on the 
frontline,” he adds. 

Oxford employers aren’t sitting back doing nothing, 
rather the opposite says Surridge. “Many have been 
incredibly innovative in terms of their response to the 
labour shortage. Employers used to provide benefits af-
ter three months of probation, but now are offering full 
benefits from the date of hire and if you have young kids 
that is an incredible incentive. Some workplaces are also 
using signing bonuses as a recruitment method, includ-
ing health care.” He adds that many potential employ-
ees are also looking for greater flexibility by asking if 
employers can accommodate working from home. “It’s a 
buyers market right now. People looking for work are 
shopping around to find the best deal and its not always 
about money. Its about quality of life for many people.”

A Labour Force Tsunami – Available jobs are not 
being filled in East Zorra-Tavistock
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TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Nov. 19 -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT RECREATION CENTRE

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS BURFORD BULLDOGS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

SPORTS —

By Gord Mills

There was a mixed bag for the New Ham-
burg Firebirds this past weekend, with a 
win against the Norwich Merchants and a 
loss to the Wellesley Applejacks.

The Firebirds welcomed to town their 
Nafziger Road rivals, the Wellesley Ap-
plejacks, to the nest on Friday, November 
12. There was some back-and-forth, but in 
the end, the Birds fell 2-3.

With a log jam at the top of the Doherty 
Division, every game is important. The 
Applejacks opened the scoring on a goal 
from Carson Wickie with an assist to Kobe 
Seiling. New Hamburg’s Riley Benko re-
plied back with a beauty snipe set up by 
Alexandr Potop. The Birds were not done 
yet, as Jake Thompson scored with Matt 
Domm assisting to give them the lead.

With the start of the second Wellesley’s 
Carson Wickie tied it up. The play was 
back and forth between the teams. At the 
end of the frame, Jake Ertel shot the puck 
in off the backboards seeing the rebound 
come out front for Justin McCombs to pop 
it in and give the visitors the lead.

The third brought lots of exciting play 
back and forth. The Applejack’s Frank 
Boal stood strong in the net to seal the 
win. Game shots on goal stood as New 
Hamburg 57 to Wellesley 38.

The second game of the weekend took 

the Birds for a Sunday afternoon match 
against the Norwich Merchants, where 
they emerged victorious 6-5 in overtime. 
The first period play was closely contest-
ed, with only New Hamburg solving the 
opposing goalie. Potop scored with assists 
to Benko and Domm. The second period 

brought on an offensive explosion to the 
game. New Hamburg rookie line scored 
first, with Pasqualino grabbing the goal 
with the helpers to Thompson and Bruder. 
Benko followed that with a goal and as-
sists to Duscio and Barr. Brenden Smith 
got his first goal of the season on a nice 
setup from Pasqualino.

The Norwich boys were not ready to 
give up yet. They stormed back with four 
straight goals in the 2nd to tie the game at 
4-4. The 3rd brought a powerplay chance 
for New Hamburg. Benko scored again to 
notch the lead with assists to George and 
Potop. The play continued at a rugged 
pace. Norwich pulled their goalie to push 
for the tie. They were successful at the 
19:50 mark to tie it up again and go to OT. 
With OT underway, New Hamburg new-
comer Jack Nell got his first as a Bird and 
sealed the win. William Galloway earned 
the win for New Hamburg. Shots on goal 
totals New Hamburg 34/ Norwich 30.

The next home game sees the Tavistock 
Braves come to the Nest on Saturday, No-
vember 20, sponsored by New Hamburg 
Optimists. It also will be the return of the 
Blueline club for the season.

By Wilmot Post Staff

The township of Wilmot is offering pick-
leball bi-weekly at the St. Agatha Com-
munity Complex, located at 1791 Erb 
Street, St. Agatha.

Pickleball is a paddle sport that com-
bines badminton, tennis and ping pong. 
All skill levels are welcome to come to try 
it out, and the township has all the nec-
essary equipment available.

The informal play is designed to incorpo-
rate a mix of beginner, intermediate, and 

advanced players. Two courts are avail-
able and are designed to play in singles 
or doubles. The program is ongoing and 
will run on Mondays and Wednesdays 
bi-weekly, with the exception of long 
weekends.

The program runs Monday afternoons 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and Wednesdays 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The next ses-
sion will take place Wednesday, Novem-
ber 24. The full schedule is available on 
the township of Wilmot website.

Firebirds keep pace in Doherty Division play this 
weekend

Pickleball is back

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

The Scotiabank U11 Tavistock Titans are seen here battling Ingersoll this week. The team is 
off to a roaring start this season with a record of seven wins, two losses and two ties enter-
ing the game.  (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)

A Wellesley Applejacks player and a New Hamburg Firebird player face off during game 
action on Friday, November 12. (Photo credit: Billie Jo Mark)
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By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Royals were in action just once last week-
end, but they made it count.

Originally scheduled for a home-and-home set against 
the Milverton Four-Wheel Drives, the teams played just 
once as the Royals skated to a 10-2 win in Milverton on 
November 12. The game two days later in Tavistock was 
postponed due to a Drives player coming into contact 
with a family member who tested positive for COVID-19.

In Milverton Friday night, Tavistock came out strong in 
the first period and set the tone with a four-goal frame. 
Jared Prekup, Josh Munro, Luke MacMillan and Mitch 
Facey got the Royals rolling when they combined to 
score inside of a four-minute span in the middle of the 
first, giving the visitors a cushion that wouldn’t be seri-
ously threatened.

Sean Leslie and Angus Rowland tallied goals in the sec-
ond, while Aaron Hozzu, Prekup and Sean Kienapple 
finished things off in the third. Milverton’s Rob Claridge 
spoiled Jensen Van Boekel’s bid for a shutout early in 
the third period, while Reese Stanley added the Drive’s 
second goal.

Sean Leslie, Prekup, Cam Leslie and Geoff Killing had 
two assists apiece. Van Boekel stopped 27 of 29 shots to 
post the win, while Milverton’s Tim Bester had 28 saves 
on 38 shots.

Royals assistant general manager Kyle Wynette said the 
club is extremely happy with the team so far this sea-

son, and sitting at 5-3-0-0-0 with a two-game win streak 
to their credit gives them plenty of reason to smile. And 
Wynette says the goal, as always, remains the same: 
winning the ‘AA’ title come spring time.

“The coaches and players are all on the same page with 
the goal this year, and the guys in our room believe in 
themselves and know that we have the skill and tough-
ness to compete with the best in the league,” he said.

Their postponed game with the Drives notwithstanding, 
things get tougher as they move into the next stage of 

their schedule: two dates with Petrolia (who dealt Ta-
vistock one of their three losses this year) along with 
games against Shelburne (3-5-0-0-0) and Minto (5-2-0-
0-0). Wynette knows things are only getting tougher, but 
thinks the club is well positioned to deal with whatever 
comes next.

“With available player cards, we are open to adding 
depth to our roster if the right player comes along as 
long as we see them not just as a good fit for us on the 
ice but in our room as well,” he said.

Tavistock has just one game scheduled this coming 
weekend when they welcome the Shelburne Muskies to 
town on Sunday, Nov. 21, for a 1:30 p.m. face-off.

SPORTS —

     
      
      
      
      
      
      
      




TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Shelburne Muskies
Sunday, November 21, 2021
Royals vs. Tavistock Minor Hockey 
Scrimmage
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM 
Game at 1:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

By Matt Harris

It wasn’t the weekend the Tavistock 
Braves were picturing, but three points is 
still better than nothing.

Things got going in surprising fashion 
when the Braves fell 8-7 in overtime to 
the lowly Norwich Merchants on Friday, 
Nov. 12. Two days later, Tavistock tidied 
things up and secured a 4-2 road win 
over the Hespeler Shamrocks.

Norwich took advantage of their quirky 
barn Friday night, jumping out to a 3-1 
lead after the first period, with Nathan 
Yeck netting the only Braves goal of the 
frame. Tavistock had to keep clawing in 
the second, winning the period 3-2 but 
still finding themselves down 5-4 overall 
heading into the third.

Three straight goals from Andrew Van 
Boekel, Josh Helgerman and Yeck gave 
the Braves a 7-5 advantage with less than 
eight minutes to play, but the home side 
scored twice over the final six-plus min-
utes to force overtime.

Joel Stroroschuk finished things off at 
the 6:51 mark of the extra frame to give 
Norwich their third win of the season. 

Drew Gerth and Patrick Vulgan had four 
points apiece to lead the Braves in de-
feat, while Yeck chipped in with three 
(2 goals, 1 assist) and Helgerman netted 
two scores. Kiefer MacNeil stopped 15 of 
18 shots in taking the overtime loss, hav-
ing replaced starter Jeffrey Kernichan 
(12 saves on 17 shots). Carver Monroe 
earned the win for Norwich, stopping 40 

of 47 shots.

Tavistock got the ship pointed back in 
the right direction in Hespeler on Sun-
day afternoon. Gerth netted two goals 
and Brock McKenzie added the third, 
while Kernichan bounced back with a 
solid game between the pipes (19 saves 
on 21 shots) to earn the win. Yeck (2), 
Reid Ramseyer, Owen Rahn, Vulgan, 
Van Boekel, Connor Otto and Jameson 
Ritz-Teixeira added assists in the win.

Braves head coach Dan Kalbfleisch said 
the team knew it was going to be a tough 
task going into the Norwich rink with 
its odd neutral zone, but added you still 
have to be prepared for it.

“After getting down a few goals early, we 
were able to mount a comeback,” he said. 
“However, after taking the lead in the 
third period, we were unable to switch 
the focus and lock things down. Failure to 
capitalize on the power play in overtime 
ended up being the difference.”

Coming away with points is still a plus, as 
Kalbfleisch said it’s tough to bring your 
‘A’ game every single time out. The goal, 
he said, will be to re-focus this week in 
practice.

“We take things one day at a time, and 
we’ll prepare for Burford on Friday night 
before looking at any other games on our 
schedule,” he said.

Another two games wait for the Braves 
(10-3-1-0) this weekend, starting when 
they host the winless Bulldogs (0-12-1-1) 
on Friday, Nov. 19. The puck hits the ice at 

7:30 p.m. They get less than a day’s rest 
before making the short drive over to 
New Hamburg for another clash with the 

Firebirds at the Wilmot Recreation Com-
plex. Game time is slated for 7:30 p.m. 

Braves earn weekend split

Royals crush Drives in lone weekend tilt

Club falls in OT to Merchants before downing Shamrocks

Second half of weekend set postponed due to COVID contact

U18 Tavistock Titans make 
finals in Silver Stick Qualifier

Tavistock's U18 Rep hockey team is 
off to flying start this season, posting 
an overall 9-1-1 record in their first 
11 games this season. Their lone loss 
on the season came versus Mitch ell 
last Saturday at the recent Silver Stick 
Qualifying tournament finals held 
in Wingham. The Titans opened the 
tournament on November 7th with a 
hard-fought 2-2 tie against this strong 

Mitchell club, then reeled off three 
straight wins over Listowel (4-0), 
Hanover (3-2) and Kincardine (2-1) 
to advance to the Silver Stick finals. 
Mitchell prevailed in the final game by 
a 5-2 margin to qualify for the Silver 
Stick Final Tournament, while Tav-
istock has to wait and see if another 
qualifying spot opens up.

Members of the Tavistock U18 Rep team this season are: Justin Roth, Zach Roth, 
Brady Raymer, Cam Munro, Carter Roth, Connor Readman, Pete Mcintosh, Sam 
Owen, Dylan West, Nick Raymer, Liam Banwell, Owen Polisak, Carter Arseneau, Nate 
Brenneman, Bo Schurink, Carter Otto, Ayden Wilkins, and Connor Roth.
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SPORTS —

Letters to SantaLetters to Santa
Hey Kids!Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO SANTA!SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO SANTA!
Letters will be published in our December 15, 2021 issue of the Letters will be published in our December 15, 2021 issue of the 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.
Deadline to submit your letters is Deadline to submit your letters is 

Monday, December 6, 2021.Monday, December 6, 2021.
Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or 

tavistockgazette@rogers.comtavistockgazette@rogers.com

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Charity Breakfast 

  Tickets 
 Available at the door, or in advance: 

 Ross Eichler .................................. 519-662-3113 
 Neil Klaassen ................................ 519-662-1641 
 New Hamburg Legion................... 519-662-3773 
 Community Care Concepts........... 519-662-9526 

Supported by: 

Saturday, November 27th 
8:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

New Hamburg Legion, 65 Boullee Street, New Hamburg 

Menu    
Eggs, Back Bacon, Home 
Fries, Beans, Toast, Coffee, 
and Apple Cider 

 Cost 
 Adults  ........................................... $10.00 
 Children 10 and under ............................ $5.00 
 Family maximum ........................... $20.00 

Special Guest 
Santa Claus 
from 9:00 to 10:30 

To comply with COVID-19 regulations, all persons 12+  
must show  proof-of-vaccination and identification. 

All proceeds support Community Care Concepts 

By Wilmot Post Staff

The Wellesley Applejacks had a busy 
weekend, winning two out of three games 
against the New Hamburg Firebirds and 
the Burford Bulldogs, and falling to the 
Woodstock Navy Vets in overtime.

As reported in another article in the Wil-
mot-Tavistock Gazette this edition, with 
the headline "Firebirds keep pace in 
Doherty Division play this weekend," by 
Gord Mills, the first game was against the 
New Hamburg Firebirds on Friday, No-
vember 12. There was a crowd of about 
530 that showed up to watch at the Wilm-
ot Recreation Complex, the highest out of 
all the Applejacks games this month.

The Applejacks ended up winning 3-2 
after a closely contested match. Carson 
Wickie drew first blood at 5:08 in the first 
frame, assisted by Kobe Seiling. The Fire-
birds fired back shortly after at 7:03, and 
potted one more with just a second to go 
left in the first at 19:59, which brought 
them into the lead. The first frame also 

featured the most roughhousing between 
the two rivals, with a total of seven penal-
ties handed out.

There would be no more goals scored 
by New Hamburg throughout this night; 
Wickie scored another at 6:55, with an 
assist by Isiah Katsube. Justin McCombs 
(Jake Ertel) scored one at 19:56, which 
gave Wellesley a lead that they would 
never relinquish. There was no scoring 
for the rest of the game. The Applejacks 
goaltender Frank Boal saved 57 out of 59 
shots that came his way.

The win gave the Applejacks the momen-
tum for the game the next day on home ice 
against the Woodstock Navy Vets, which 
drew in a crowd of about 176. The Apple-
jacks eventually fell 1-2 in overtime.

The first and last frames were relatively 
quiet, with no penalties or scoring what-
soever. The second stanza is when all 
the action happened during the regular 
game time.The Navy Vets set the tone and 
scored early into the second 50 seconds 

in. Connor Doerbecker shot back at 7:08, 
assisted by Anthony Pede and Katsube. 
After no scoring in the third, this brought 
the tied game into overtime. The Navy 
Vets eventually took the win at 4:06, with 
a goal by a player named Kyle Baker.

However, the total shot count was 34-29 
in favour of the Applejacks. Goaltender 
Boal saved 27 out of 29 shots.

The Applejacks did not let this loss get 
to them. Unlike their past two matches, 
the game against the Burford Bulldogs 
on Sunday was anything but close, with 
Wellesley easily taking the win 8-0 at 
the Burford Arena. There was a crowd of 
about 256 to spectate this time around.

The Applejacks set the tone early, with 
Brett Allen (McCombs) scoring 30 sec-
onds into the first frame. Curtis Butler 
(Mitch Penner, Allen) followed up at 6:36, 
and Allen (Wickie) potted one more for 
good measure at 16:37. The second stanza 
was the most action-packed, with Doer-
becker (Pede, Butler) potting one at 1:51, 

McCombs (Justin Zuber, Alex Hyde) scor-
ing another at 8:05, Wickie (Owen Lee, 
Seiling) getting another goal at 10:08, and 
Jake Clemmer (Brady Brezynskie, Alex 
Hyde) scoring at 15:06. The Bulldogs had 
not had a chance to respond by the third, 
where Wellesley scored one final goal by 
Austin Stemmler (Allen, Doerbecker), 
bringing the final tally to 8-0.

The total shot count throughout this 
match was 54-21 in favour of the Apple-
jacks.

This weekend will be much quieter for the 
Applejacks, with a lone game taking place 
Saturday, November 20, at the Wellesley 
Community Centre against the Hespeler 
Shamrocks. The puck drops at 7:45 p.m.

Following that, the Applejacks are sched-
uled for a rematch against the New Ham-
burg Firebirds at the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex on Friday, November 26 at 7:30 
p.m. The next day, they will welcome the 
Tavistock Braves on home ice at 7:45 p.m.

Two wins and an overtime loss for the Wellesley 
Applejacks
Applejacks hold onto first place in the South Doherty division
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Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

COMMUNITY —
Wrapping up corn harvest at Steeplehigh farms in 
South Easthope Township

Dwayne Dietrich unloading corn at the dryer.Paul Meekes of Steeplehigh Farms is seen here with gravity bins, filled by Mike Marshall 
with corn from a grain buggy, while combing continues as the sun shines.

By Gary West

With the middle of November and late fall 
harvest well underway, it’s always a rush 
to take advantage of the good sunny days 
when they come along. Such was the case 
last week with Dwayne and Jenn Dietrich of 
Steeplehigh Farms on Pork Road in South 
Easthope Township, where they were busy 
combining their last field of corn late last 

week. The Dietrich’s farm thousands of 
acres of crops, including corn, I-P soybeans, 
edible beans, and winter wheat. They also 
have an on-farm grain elevator and dry-
ing system, where they dry over 275,000 
bushels of corn every fall for themselves, 
and also custom dry for many neighbours, 
too. They can process 650 bushels per hour 
through their new mix-flow dryer.

Dietrich says this year has been one of the 
best crop years in a long time, in his area 
of Perth County, with record crops all the 
way through. He’s hoping that fall tillage 
will be completed by the end of Novem-
ber and stated it’s always nice to be done 
before December, and this will be one of 
those years on their farms.

Besides growing crops, they are kept busy 

raising 250,000 turkey hens per year, 
weighing about five to six kgs when sent 
out, and are marketed through Hayters 
turkeys in Dashwood, Ontario. He says this 
time of year includes long days and short 
nights, as is the case on most farms, but 
knows it’s all worth the effort with freez-
ing temperatures and snow just around the 
corner.
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We all know about Toronto and 
its museums, right? After all, we 
took school trips to the Royal 
Ontario Museum and the Ontario 
Science Centre, and we (perhaps 
more willingly) have visited the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. Art lovers 
have made regular treks to the 
Art Gallery of Ontario and the 
Museum of Contemporary Art. A 
quirkier but common destination 
is the Bata Show Museum.

But have you visited – heck, have 
you even heard of – the Aga Khan 
Museum? If not, you should.

The museum’s self-description 
captures its intention very pre-
cisely: “The Aga Khan Museum 
offers visitors a window into 
worlds unknown or unfamiliar: 
the artistic, intellectual, and sci-
entific heritage of Muslim civili-
zations across the centuries from 
the Iberian Peninsula to China. 
Its mission is to foster a greater 
understanding and appreciation 
of the contribution that Muslim 
civilizations have made to world 
heritage.”

That suggests that there are two 
rather different but compelling 

reasons for us to visit this par-
ticular attraction. The first is, “We 
should.” That’s true. There is no 
question that in our world, in 
our day, the words “Muslim” and 
“Islam” stir up immediate emo-
tional responses in those of us 
from other backgrounds. We fall 
so easily into stereotypical as-
sumptions – and most of those 
are wrong, most of the time.

The Aga Kahn Museum is a 
great place to set those stereo-
types aside, to move beyond our 
false assumptions, and discover 
a whole new reality about our 
global – and increasingly, next-
door – neighbours.

That’s a good, if quite serious, 
reason to visit the museum. The 
second, though, is that it is fas-
cinating and fun. Here I found 
artifacts, art, and information 
I would simply never have en-
countered anywhere else.

But – fun? Really? Well, it’s a hint 
that one of the most recent ad-
ditions to the museum’s perma-
nent collection is “Kumbi Saleh,” 
Canadian artist Ekow Nimako’s 
“futuristic reimagining of an an-
cient, bustling west African trade 
hub.” Why is that fun? Because 
it’s all done in LEGO – about 
100,000 LEGO pieces forming 
the 30-square-foot structure.

But for my own personal inter-
ests as a life-long writer, the 
current exhibition called “Hid-
den Stories: Venture across the 
Silk Roads to explore humanity’s 
fascination with books,” running 
through February 27, 2022, is a 
gold mine. The exhibition is in-
tended to show the importance 
of books in the growth of civili-

zation – and focuses both on the 
writers and content of the books, 
and also on the artistry involved 
in creating the actual, physical 
book. (I have long had a love for 
antique books; I own a few dat-
ing back to the 1700, and simply 
hold them in my hands evokes a 
feeling of historic connection. I 
digress).

I enjoy the theme of this Hidden 
Stories exhibition – that books 
were (and, I would argue, still 
are) a revolution technology “that 
shaped – not just documented – 
transformative moments in hu-
man history.” In our day, books 
may be seen as “old school”, but 
they are as important and in-
fluential as any modern, digital 
technology.

The exhibition encompasses 
themes ranging from bookmak-
ing technologies to the impor-
tance of books in royal courts 
and religious temples along the 
Silk Roads. “The Silk Roads” is 
the term used for the network of 
trade routes that connected east 
and west, reaching from China 
to the Indian subcontinent, the 
Arabian Peninsula, North Africa, 
and ultimately Europe, from the 
second century BCE through the 
18th century CE.

Books are also a centerpiece of 
an exhibit on through February 
2, 2022, entitled “Rust Garden.” 
Actually – one book, Canadian 
writer Hugh Maclennan’s clas-
sic 1945 novel, “Two Solitudes”. 
Contemporary artists Matt Don-
ovan and Hallie Siegel have cre-
ated an installation that includes 
700,000 decaying low-carbon 
steel letters in a 5-by-7-metre 
sandbox. These letters are every 

letter that appears in Maclen-
nan’s book – and visitors to the 
museum are invited to pick up 
letters and re-arrange them into 
a word or phrase representing 
their idea of what it means to be 
Canadian. Again – an intriguing 
combination of fun and philoso-
phy.

And finally – the name of the 
museum. In extreme brevity, the 
Aga Khan is the 49th hereditary 
Imam (spiritual leader) of the 
Shia Ismaili Muslims, a group 
of about 15 million, worldwide. 
He is the head of the Aga Khan 

Development Network. And al-
though he was born in Swit-
zerland, is a British citizen, and 
lives primarily in France, he also 
made an honorary Canadian cit-
izen in 2010 because of his phil-
anthropic work. One of his great-
est gifts to our country is this 
intriguing, important museum, a 
window onto a fascinating world 
we know little or nothing about.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A window on a fascinating, largely unknown, world

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL —

A spectacular, illustrated book, part of the "Hidden Stories" exhibition 
(Chelsea Jorge photo, courtesy Aga Khan Museum)

The stunning Aga Khan Museum in Toronto (Janet Kimber photo, courtesy Aga Khan 
Museum)One of the museum's exhibition spaces (Janet Kimber photo, courtesy Aga Khan Museum)
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November 20th

Makers’ Market - A Local 
Alternative to Holiday Gift 
Giving

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Stein-
mann Mennonite Church 
- 1316 Snyder’s Road West 
in Baden. Features local arti-
sans of handmade products. 
COVID-19 protocols will be in 
place; proof of vaccination will 
be required. Parking available.

November 25th

Parent Zoom Event on Mental 
Health

Hosted by Wilmot Family Re-
source Centre. Parent Zoom 
call and discussion of child 
and youth mental health ser-
vices in the community. Led by 
Pam Fehr, Independent Con-
sultant working alongside Lu-

therwood. To register, please 
call 519-662-2731 or email 
info@wilmotfamilyresource-
centre.ca.

November 28th

Jingle Walk

10 a.m. at the Wellesley Public 
School Parking Lot. Regis-
tration $25 (children free). 
Funds raised for the proposed 
Wellesley Township Recre-
ation Complex. Takeaways 
provided for each participant. 
Registration can be done at 
sljohnston85@gmail.com.

November 30th

Fall Celebration

Hosted by Let’s Tree Wilmot 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex. 
Featured speaker is Phil Holst, 
wetland conservation designer 

at the Mike Schout Wetlands. 
Topic is “Transforming the 
Natural Landscape.”

December 3rd

Linwood Community Centre. 
5279 Ament Line. Booking 
times available on blood.ca 
from about 4 p.m. until about 
8 p.m.

December 4th

Wilmot Seniors Workshop 
Christmas Craft Sale; 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Wilmot Seniors 
Woodworking and Craft Cen-
tre, 27 Beck St., Baden. Cur-
rent Covid protocols will be 
in place.  www.wilmotsenior-
sworkshop.ca

December 5th

Visit with Santa 3pm - 5pm

FREE

Santa & Mrs. Claus wants to 
see you @ 148 Peel St on Dec 
5th, from 3-5pm. Treats & hot 
chocolate for the kids! Bring 
your letters to Santa too!

December 10

Christmas Tyme in Wellesley

Floats may start lining up 
at Wellesley PS at 5:30 p.m. 
for last minute preparations. 
Leaving school at 6:45 p.m. 
west on Queen’s Bush, left 
onto Nafziger, left onto Maple 
Leaf, and ending at the Com-
munity Centre.

December 10th, 11th

Wellesley Christmas Market

Wellesley Community Centre 
Centre, 1,000 Maple Street. 
$10 vendor fee plus insurance. 
December 10th, 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. December 11th, 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Contact wellesleymar-
ket@gmail.com.

December 11th

Fundraiser: Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol.

Free, online pre-recorded dra-
matic reading of Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol, along 
with some seasonal tunes, 
broadcast on Facebook. Free 
will donations can be made at 
www.terryfox.ca/wilmotchrist-
mascarol.

December 13th

Blood Donation Event

Steinmann Mennonite 
Church, 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West, New Hamburg. Booking 
times available on blood.ca 
from about 2 p.m. until about 
8 p.m.

COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2021

Construction at Tavistock Yard Waste Depot

Construction on the new and improved Tavistock Yard Waste Depot is well underway with a massive pavement pad being poured this week.  (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)
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CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICESHELP WANTED

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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CLASSIFIED ADS
For Sale: 1998 Dodge 1 ton truck. Dual 
Wheels, Good running 24 valve cummins 
$4750 Cell - 519-608-4098

For Sale: 4 Michelin M & S winter tires 
on Rims. Size 225/65 R 17 mounted on 
steel rims. Used locally for two winters on a 
GMC Terrain. No cuts, Bruises or  patches. 
Mounting pattern is 5 on 4 3/4. Located in 
Petersburg. Make an offer. Call 519 634-5015 
or email to ldschnei@rogers.com

Buy sell or trade: All sports cards, hockey, 
baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. 
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814

Seeking tenant: SEEKING THE IDEAL 
TENANT FOR THE FORMER TAVISTOCK 
GAZETTE BUILDING! If you’re looking for 
office, retail or other commercial space, or 
an amazing live/work location, consider 119 
Woodstock Street South in Tavistock (the 
former Gazette building). Various options 
possible. Contact me to tour the property or 
discuss your idea. Nicole Langlois: nicolelan-
gloisconsulting@gmail.com; 519-998-9724.
Submit your classified to us by calling 
519-655-2341 or emailing info@wilmotpost.ca 
or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Tel: 519-214-0286    Fax: 519-214-0282   

WATERLOO NOTARIES
NOTARIAL AND COMMISSIONING SERVICES

Serving Kitchener/Waterloo    Wilmot (Surrounding Areas)    Virtual
waterloonotaries.cakris@waterloonotaries.ca

KRISHNA “KRIS” BADRINARAYAN
A Notary in and for the Province of Ontario

Services: Notarize and cer�fying all documents, including but not limited 
to, Wills, POA, Travel le�ers, court, business and financial documents, 
Commissioning an Oath or declara�on of all legal documents. 

Baden resident

Now Hiring...
Housekeepers, Servers, and Cooks for our 

location in Tavistock Ontario  
peopleCare Tavistock 

 
For position details & requirements of position 

please visit our website at:
www.superiorfacilityservices.com

Submit resume & cover letter to 
leslie@superiorfacilityservices.com.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1) Barbara 
Millicent 
Roberts

2) A used fur-
niture dealer

3) Hometown 
Glory 

4) Woody 

5) Tesla 

6) Is this the 
real life? 
Is this just 
fantasy?

7) Alexander 
Fleming

8) Bouvier

9) Kentucky 

10) Wellington
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

SUBSCRIBERS NOTICE
YOU WILL NOTICE THIS WEEK THAT THERE 

IS COLOUR ON YOUR LABEL
Green -  You are paid up 

Orange - This is the month of your expiry
Red - You are past due. Let us know if you are  

renewing as soon as possible

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek@xplornet.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

Nathan Brenneman
Owner / Operator

Nathan@BrennemanElectric.ca Residential • Commercial
519-404-2130 Industrial • Agricultural
www.BrennemanElectric.ca ECRA/ESA 7009984

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST

ADAM SPYLO
Sales Representative

519.741.4880 Cell • 519.570.4447 Office
teamspylorealty@gmail.com

PAVESTONESMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
Repairs to all makes/models 
of Riding and Push Mowers, 

Rototillers, Trimmers, 
Snowblowers, Chainsaws, etc. 

including Commercial and Farm
Reasonable rates, free Pickup and Delivery. 
Reconditioned equipment sales with "All Inclusive" 60 
day warranty.

RANDY’S REPAIR SERVICE
Hickson 519-462-2739 • Cell 226-228-2739

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE

COFFEE DELIVERY

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.655.2322
Tavistock Community Health, 80 Maria St., Tavistock

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Order Snapping Turtle coffee 
beans and k-cups for free 
delivery in Tavistock

Email tavistockgazette@rogers.com 
for more details

Main office: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys  
519-284-2332 • www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Deadline for all upcoming 
advertisements is  

MONDAY AT 10AM of the week 
the ad is to be run! 

Any ads submitted after 
MAY NOT MAKE IT IN!  
Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: 
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN 
MEMORIAM, CARD OF THANKS BY 

CALLING  519-655-2341 OR EMAILING 
TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

THIS AD SPACE 

COULD BE YOURS 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 

519-6555-2341

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE


