
By Lee Griffi

Yantzi Feed and Seed has been a well-known 
part of the Tavistock community for over 60 
years and will continue to be just that despite 
the departure of the operation’s feed produc-
tion. Trouw Nutrition purchased the Tavis-
tock locations two years ago and is shifting 
production to its newer, more modern facility 
in St. Marys. The retail store remains open as 
does the warehouse and elevator on Line 29. 
This location will continue to be a dealership 
for Pride Seed products.

Tavistock Plant Manager Ryan Yantzi says 
his biggest concern with the change was his 
staff, but all 30 employees have been taken 
care of. “We have a number of staff staying 
here between the store, warehouse and el-
evator. There are some who are moving to 
St. Marys in various departments including 
management, administration and produc-
tion. One truck has already moved there but 
the others are staying here at least until we 
get a good understanding of the flow and if 
they can remain in Tavistock.”

Dave Crossan is the General Manager of 
Trouw Nutrition’s Central Region, and says 
customers really won’t notice a difference. 
“For the producers and the consumer, there 
really is no change other than where their 
feed is manufactured.” He adds it was a 
great opportunity to integrate the long-term 
employees into the workforce in St. Marys, 
particularly with the way the labour force is 
currently. “We are always looking for talent-
ed people either for our manufacturing and 
office locations. We are being forced to use 
more automation because labour is harder 
to find which also helped us make this de-
cision.”

The shift to St. Marys has several advantages 
to Yantzi patrons, including improved trans-
portation options. “The move gives us a lot 
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By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot gave their sup-
port for a service expansion for Route 77, 
including the addition of a second vehicle 
on the route, starting in September 2022.

Route 77 is a Grand River Transit (GRT) 
route that connects communities in Wil-
mot, including Petersburg, Baden, and 
New Hamburg, to the broader GRT net-
work.

The addition of the number of vehicles 
means the number of trips on the route 
would be doubled and run every 40 to 45 
minutes. It would also improve schedule 
adherence and reliability on the route, 
said Blair Allen, Supervisor of Transit 

Development for the GRT.

Allen delivered a presentation before 
the decision was made at a virtual coun-
cil meeting on Monday, November 22. 
He covered updates, pre-pandemic and 
post-pandemic ridership, flex routing, as 
well as the route history and overview.

“Overall, frequency improvements tend 
to have a significant impact on ridership 
and makes the route a more attractive 
option for customers, improves customer 
reliability of the route, addresses sched-
ule adherence issues, and brings Route 
77 more in line with the rest of the GRT 
network,” said Allen.

“We understand that it will not address 

all the concerns that were brought for-
ward by residents.”

He added that requests and feedback 
from customers is still welcome before 
the expansion is implemented.

Top requests from users include fre-
quency improvements, extended service 
hours, and weekend service.

“We’ve also had several requests for ad-
ditional stops on the route. Unfortunately, 
due to the limited running time, route de-
sign, and road speed, implementing these 
stops is not always feasible,” said Allen.

“But with more development occurring 
in Wilmot each year, we foresee contin-

Wilmot council supports expansion 
for Route 77

Blair Allen, Supervisor of Transit Development for the Grand River Transit, delivers a presentation to Wilmot staff and council members, 
outlining proposed changes to Route 77, during a virtual meeting on Monday, November 22.
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ued pressure to add stops to serve the new 
group.”

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Waterloo 
Oxford District Secondary School staff and 
students asked for trips to connect better 
to their bell times in the afternoon. This 
year, the bell time has been altered due to 
revised class times, said Allen. GRT staff 
will continue to monitor this.

The proposed service expansion will re-
quire an additional levy of about $80,000 
for the September to December 2022 time-
frame, which will form part of the regional 

tax levy to the township.

“We approved this before, and there were 
a lot of people looking forward to the in-
crease in service,” said Councillor Jen 
Pfenning, then asked if there were any 
reasons why the service expansion could 
not continue earlier.

Allen said that typically the region intro-
duces new services in September of any 
year. The budget outlined calls for the pro-
posed timeline, and to come any sooner 
would require an adjustment to that.

Rural transit service via the GRT is fund-
ed through an area-rated structure, mean-

ing the local ratepayers fully fund it. This 
year, the overall transit levy across the 
Region of Waterloo totalled $123.6-mil-
lion, with $621,000 allocated to Wilmot for 
specialized transit services (Kiwanis) and 
$171,000 specific to Route 77.

The total transit levy for Wilmot in 2022 
will be determined following area rating 
calculations in the region.

The Route 77 service to the township was 
introduced on a pilot basis in 2016, and 
became a permanent route as of April 1, 
2017.

The municipality supported a service 

frequency as part of their 2020 munic-
ipal budget, which would have doubled 
the amount of service by adding a sec-
ond vehicle. Before its implementation, 
the COVID-19 pandemic forced a change 
in plans of the Route 77 expansion, along 
with other transit service expansions, was 
put on hold.

With “an end to the pandemic in sight,” 
according to a staff report prepared by 
Corporate Services Director Patrick Kelly, 
and ridership beginning to increase again, 
regional staff are proposing to start mak-
ing service improvements across several 
routes next year.

of flexibility when it comes to integrating 
our fleets together. We have more resourc-
es available to our customers. Demand is 
increasing for auger truck deliveries, and 
we only have one in our Tavistock fleet 
whereas St. Marys has several. Feed be-
ing manufactured out of a newer facility 
with full automation is a big benefit. Along 
with that comes our quality assurance pro-
gram called Nutrance.” Crossan adds that 
Trouw has much more technology, checks 
and balances in place to ensure food safety 
for producers. There is no doubt the feed 
business has modernized greatly in recent 
years and Yantzi says technology was one 
of the main reasons we decided to sell to 
Trouw in the first place. “This industry 
has advanced and is much more compet-
itive. We felt at that time it was in the best 
interest of our family, our customers and 
staff because of the resources they have 
available to them from not only a staffing 
and equipment standpoint, but also for ef-
ficiencies in order to remain competitive.”

This year’s growing season has been one 
of the best on record. Yantzi says the part-
nership with Trouw has given them an 

advantage over other operations in the 
area. “This year’s harvest has phenome-
nal yields. The best we have seen in a long 
time if not ever. We were able to stay open 
when some of the other local elevators 
had to shut down because they filled up. 
We worked with St. Marys to move product 
quickly because of the expanded fleet and 
their facilities so it shows that we were 
already able to make use of the new re-
lationship.” Crossan adds he and his team 
in St. Marys are prepared to carry on the 
long history of customer care. “The Yant-
zi family sold Shur-Gain feed in the Tav-
istock area for a long time. Trouw is very 
much committed to serving the area and 
making sure the elevator, the store, the 
seed are available and offering an option 
for feed and nutrition. We have always had 
a close relationship with the Yantzi fami-
ly. We have always been partners, they al-
ways looked after the local customer sup-
port. When we acquired the business, we 
had some big shoes to fill on the service 
side, but we had their entire staff to help 
us. Then we were able to offer some differ-
ent products and services out of our plant 
in St. Marys.”

Yantzi says Trouw has always been very 

respectful of the family name and place 
in the Tavistock agricultural community. 
“We are very fortunate Dave, and his man-
agement team were able to communicate 
with my family, my parents (Steve and Gail 
Yantzi) in particular, and they were very 
supportive of this decision. Our biggest 
area of focus was making sure the employ-
ees and customers were taken care of. We 
feel good about it moving forward.” Cros-

san adds that having a Yantzi remain on 
the team keeps the local flavour in place. 
“We are excited to continue to have a Yant-
zi working for us. Ryan will continue to op-
erate the Tavistock site until the end of the 
year and will then move to St. Marys and 
will have a key position there. We are ex-
cited to have that expertise here. There is a 
very close relationship between the Yantzi 
family and Trouw Nutrition.”

Continued from page 1
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NEWS —

Theft from vehicle

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) received 
a report of a theft from a motor vehicle in the area of 
Marty Lane and Theodore Schuler Boulevard in Wil-
mot township on November 30 at around 9:10 a.m. It 
was reported that sometime between November 29 at 9 
p.m., and November 30 at 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
entered a parked vehicle and stole personal property. 
Anyone with information is asked to call police at 519-
570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

Mischief

The Perth County OPP responded to a report of a 
dispute at an address in Perth East on November 11, 
shortly after 9 p.m.

Police attended the area of Byron Street in Shake-
speare where an investigation revealed that an incident 

of mischief had occurred.

A 27-year-old New Hamburg resident was arrested and 
charged with mischief - interfere with lawful use, en-
joyment or operation of property - under $5,000.

The accused was released from custody and scheduled 
to attend the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a 
later date.

Anyone with information about this or any incident 
is asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online 
at www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain 
anonymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or leave an anonymous online message at www.
P3tips.com.

Transport truck collision

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is 
investigating a collision between two transport trucks 
that took place north of Wartburg on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 30.

At about 11:35 a.m., the Perth East Fire Department 

and Perth County OPP officers responded to a collision 
involving two transport trucks at the intersection of 
Perth Line 44 and Perth Road 135.

One of the transport drivers was taken to an unspec-
ified hospital with non-life threatening injuries. The 
intersection is expected to be closed for an extended 
period of time for necessary repairs and clean-up.

Line 44 is currently closed between Perth Road 130 and 
Perth Road 140. Perth Road 135 is closed between Line 
46 and Line 42. Drivers are encouraged to take an alter-
nate route to avoid a delay.

NEWS BRIEFS

Trouw Nutrition Moves Tavistock Production to 
St. Marys Operation

Wilmot council supports expansion for Route 77
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FEATURE —
Local residents find hope in nature and faith
Suicide Action Wilmot Wellesley’s video shows where the community finds hope during times of personal struggle

By Nigel Gordijk

In times of need, where do you find hope?

That was the question that Suicide Action 
Wilmot Wellesley (SAWW) asked the com-
munity in November.

Sir Adam Beck P.S.’s principal Rebecca 
Bearinger Fay finds hope “in the beauty of 
nature, and the promise of a new day. I find 
it in the joy of children, and I find it in the 
support of people who are there for me, in 
a reminder that no matter how hard things 
are, I’m never alone.”

Several people rely on faith and prayer, 
such as Kathy Loree. “I pray for strength 
to get through whatever I’m facing. Some-
times during bad nights, I’m reminded that 
no matter what, the sun will rise in the 
morning, on a new day.”

Clarence Cachagee said, “When I think of 
hope, it’s about looking at something and 
striving for something that will make me 
better, that will make creation better, and 
that will make the community a better 
place to live.”

What gives Wilmot councillor Angie Hall-

man hope are people “who are actively 
showing up and being kind and being gra-
cious and setting a better example for the 
next generation.”

Her council colleague Barry Fisher said 
that he remembers to be appreciative. “In 
times of need, I find hope in gratitude. Be-
ing grateful for even the smallest things 
can bring awareness of how blessed you 
are.”

More than 20 residents sent their respons-
es in the form of videos that were com-
piled and shared online on Nov. 24, the 
date when SAWW would have hosted its 
annual fundraising breakfast. Instead, for 
the second year, the organization opted to 
produce a community video, which was 
shared on Facebook.

Marietta Wagler chairs SAWW, a collabora-
tion between Interfaith Counselling Cen-
tre, Wilmot Family Resource Centre, and 
various community representatives. She 
said that they plan to return to an in-per-
son event next year, but producing the vid-
eo was a way for people to feel connected.

“Because we made the decision to post-

pone our Mental Health Suicide Aware-
ness breakfast until November 2022, we 
wanted to bring encouragement to our 
community. It’s been a particularly long 
and discouraging road for many. Isolation 
has exacerbated mental health issues.”

SAWW was formed 14 years ago following 
three deaths by suicide in Wilmot over the 
2007 Thanksgiving weekend. Its mandate 
is to remove the stigma of suicide and pro-
vide support for those who were grieving. 
That need still remains, said Wagler.

“We are a community in mourning. We are 
surrounded by the death of loved ones, a 
drug crisis, increased homelessness, iso-
lation from family and friends. Life has 
changed for all of us. Nothing seems to 
be as it was, and we are grieving, trying 
to help our children and elderly navigate 
the ‘new normal’, grieving what once was 
comfortable (and) doing it mostly alone.”

Making the Hope video shows that there is 
still much to hope for, she said.

“SAWW wanted to find a way to bring 
hope to our community, to remind people 
that signs of hope are all around us, in our 

own lives. Sometimes it’s hard to recognize 
them, grasp them, and believe them. We 
can help each other see where their hope 
lies.”

She stressed that “where there is life, there 
is hope,” and that everyone has varying de-
grees of struggles. “It is during these strug-
gles that a crack appears, and the light 
starts to come in. That is hope. We can help 
each other,” she said.

Wagler personally finds hope in several of 
the ways that video contributors touched 
on.

“For me, it’s the things we often take for 
granted. A new life, a crocus pushing 
through the snow, being with children and 
hearing their laughter, family and friends, 
and mostly my faith. Believing there is 
a higher power in control and all will be 
okay.”

The Finding Hope video can be viewed on 
Interfaith Counselling Centre’s website: 
www.interfaithcounselling.ca/help-know-
the-signs-post.php?57.

The changing of the seasons gives hope to farmer and Wilmot councillor Jenn Pfenning. “The world changes. Nothing stays 
the same.” (Photo: from video)

Linnea Knight finds hope “by grounding myself and taking 
in all the nature around me.” (Photo: from video)
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OPINION —

This week, we pay tribute to an 
organization that no longer ex-
ists. That group is the former 
New Hamburg Womens’ Institute 
which was begun here with an 
organizational meeting just one 
hundred years ago on November 
29, 1921.

Historical context shows that 
the movement began in 1897 at 
Stoney Creek, Ontario. Their goal 
was to improve living conditions 
in the members’ homes and com-
munity. This was to be done by 
learning from speakers at meet-
ings, exchanging information on 
health, sanitation, food prepara-
tion, child care and activities of a 
charitable nature. In Wilmot, In-
stitutes were begun in Haysville, 

New Dundee and New Hamburg. 
Outside of Wilmot, Institutes 
were formed in Tavistock, and 
other areas, as well across the 
province.

In New Hamburg, a small group 
of about 24 women met in the 
Library Hall to form the local 
branch. Mrs. Illingworth Cassel 
occupied the chair and intro-
duced the guest speaker, Miss 
Emily Guest of Toronto. In the 
election of officers, Mrs. H. L. 
Albrecht was chosen as Pres-
ident; Miss Mary Puddicombe, 
Vice-President; Mrs. Alex Hahn, 
Secretary and Mrs. (Dr.) R. An-
derson Treasurer.

Minutes of the W.I. meetings 
here over the years have been 
preserved, and are on file at 
the Sir Adam Beck Archives at 
Baden. In addition, many Wom-
en’s Institutes collected commu-
nity history information known 
as Tweedsmuir Histories, a valu-
able resource for research.

Over the many years, the group 
grew both in number and partic-
ipation in the community. At the 
time, the relatively new Carnegie 
Library building was the meeting 
place for many organizations. It 

became the Institute’s home. The 
building design was purposely 
crafted to provide public meet-
ing accommodation in the lower 
level, with the library books all in 
the upper level.

The first major project of the 
Institute was to purchase a pia-
no for public use. The lower hall 
had a stage at the west end of the 
room. Over the next several de-
cades, donations were made for 
the facility in the form of window 
and stage curtains, landscaping, 
appliances for the small kitch-
en space beside the stage, and 
stacking chairs. They bought a 
complete set of the Encyclopae-
dia Brittanica and also made oc-
casional cash donations toward 
the purchase of new books.

As education was considered 
important, they originally donat-
ed annual prizes of a five-dollar 
gold piece to each girl and boy 
with top marks in what is now 
the Grade 8 class in elementary 
school. Later, gold pieces were 
no longer used, and a crisp new 
five-dollar bill was given instead.

To do the above good works, the 
members raised funds by cater-
ing to banquets, meetings, smor-

gasbord dinners, occasional wed-
dings and much remembered by 
many were the dinners served to 
the local Board of Trade dinner 
meetings.

Later, in the 1950’s, when the new 
community centre was ready, 
the Institute members stocked 
that new facility’s kitchen with 
cooking utensils, silverware, and 
dishes. In 1965 provided a new 
commercial-type stove with a 
grill top.

As needs and conditions changed 
over time, they began to serve 
meals in the community centre 
for special events such as Der-
by Day, and the memorable vis-
it of the R.C.M.P. Musical Ride 
in 1961. An important contri-
bution to the young people was 
the sponsorship and leadership 
of the Girl Guides, Brownies, 
Scouts and Cubs as well as the 
4H Home-making Clubs. In ear-
lier years, members spent many 
hours in annual campaigns for 
many local and area groups such 
as the Red Cross and Cancer 
Society. They contributed much 
time and money toward the Com-
munity Centre and the Artificial 
Ice Fund. It seems that whenever 
or wherever a need arose, the In-

stitute members would address 
it. The activities and works of the 
Institute are too numerous to in-
clude here, but they have accom-
plished much for the community 
over many decades.

Much support was given to both 
the District and Provincial levels 
of the movement, and some of 
the members, after serving local-
ly, moved on to take offices in the 
District and Provincial levels as 
well. Among those, we recall the 
names of Mrs. Austin Zoeller and 
Mrs. Florence Diamond.

Until the difficult decision to dis-
band in 2007, they responded 
to support requests from many 
other local organizations. They 
faced the passing of time, the 
aging of their membership and 
other organizations beginning 
to meet community needs, and 
the lack of new members. As 
we mark the centenary of their 
founding, verbal tributes do not 
fully recognize their great and 
generous responses and service 
to our community.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Remembering the W.I

By Ernie Ritz

Letter to the Editor:
My son Gavin and his family, living for 
some time now in St Marys, which I have 
visited many times, sent me Paul Knowles’ 
superb article on Dover Castle.

Let me explain: In 1957, I went from my 
prep-school to Dover College, which is sit-
uated in the Priory of St Martin and which 
can be looked up in many sources. As one 
born in a St Martin’s nursing home in Wat-
ford, playing my part in Hitler’s downfall in 
April 1944, I naturally went into St. Mar-
tin’s House without a sorting hat.

Eventually, I became Head of the same, a 
School Prefect and Head of the CCF (Cadet 
WO 1st Class) in which role as the drum 
major. Before that, I was the bass drummer, 
and had paraded at Dover Castle, which was 
and is the only garrisoned castle in the UK. 
I was even inspected (as bass drummer) by 
none other than Viscount Lord Montgom-

ery of Alamein, whose military approval of 
the Canadians was of the highest order.

I have been through the tunnels and the 
sub pens because, in my time there, I was 
taking an extra language – Russian – and 
my master was one Maj. Vivian, ex-Army, 
but without a regiment, whose task other 
than teaching Russian and German at the 
college was to operate the men under his 
command to prevent another Burgess Ma-
cLean incident from getting on a ferry and 
thus evading capture.

Vivian got us in when the public was not 
so allowed. I have sailed in Dover Harbour, 
and it was a proud moment, tinged with 
sadness after my wife Pam passed away, 
as we had vowed to give a well-known oil 
painting of Dover Castle and the Pharos 
to the college, the donation to be made on 
behalf of whichever of us passed first. The 

view in the painting is from outside Dover 
Harbour; it was done by Norman Wilkinson 
(who invented camouflage). My housemas-
ter’s wife had told me to marry the lady, at 
one Old Dovorian Cricket and evening din-
ner in the Summer term of 63, and I took 
Pam to see the castle, which is also high-
ly viewable from our school grounds. My 
association goes way beyond that because 
we found, in a side room of the museum 
at the castle, after nearly three years, the 
last of four footballs kicked at 0700 on the 
first day of the Battle of the Somme. On 
that day, one of our old boys went down in 
history as “The Footballer of the Somme.” 
Captain Billy Nevill and his three subal-
terns, in the 1st East Surrey Regiment, blew 
their whistles and kicked the balls across 
no man’s land with orders to “follow me.” 
About 60 men made it back after they got 
to the German lines, but they were trapped 

by machine-gun nests hidden beyond. We 
had wanted one of these balls for the cen-
tenary in 2016, and one was discovered in 
sad shape, in the Regimental Museum in-
side Clandon House (a National Trust site). 
At the time, I was current Chair of the Old 
Dovorian Trust, and a Governor, but some 
good friends decided not to tell me it was 
found, until it arrived fully restored, car-
ried by the Colour Sergeant of the Princess 
of Wales Regiment. I could not believe my 
eyes!

So you see, Dover Castle holds many mem-
ories for many of us, especially those at the 
college in my time, including running up 
the hill and around it and back down again. 
It is very much an icon of the soul of En-
gland. Thanks again for a great article,

Roger Lake Kagan, Old Dovorian Trust and 
formerly St Martin’s House 1957/1962.

It seems appropriate to welcome 
our newly expanded readership, 
now that the Gazette has com-
bined with the might of the Wil-
mot Post. For those of you who 
haven't been following along, wel-
come to the weird. 

Here is what you've missed: my 
partner and I moved to Tavistock 
in the early stages of the pandem-
ic. It was weird. I wrote a bunch 
of articles about it. The people of 
Tavistock rioted the streets when 
my articles discontinued. It was 

madness! To avoid a hostage situ-
ation, I agreed to keep writing, so 
as not to disappoint my masses of 
fans, and bring peace back to our 
community.

Of course the amalgamation of 
the two papers makes monumen-
tal sense from various practical 
standpoints, which I would know 
absolutely nothing about. What I 
do know is that it is pretty awe-
some! Has the Gazette been going 
to the gym? It has really bulked 
up!

The hyper-local flavour of a pa-
per like the Gazette is really what 
makes it special. We have not lost 
any of that. We just widened the 
circle, and as neighbours, we can 
learn a little more about each oth-
er. In a time when our worlds have 
shrunk, when we've been encour-
aged to keep our distance, and to 
generally avoid human contact as 
much as possible, it is a perfect 
time to join communities togeth-
er with a shared space to tell our 
stories.

So, welcome to the expanded read-
ership! As my celebrity increases, 
I will try not to let all the fame and 
glory go to my head, and contin-
ue to offer some humour, witty 
observations, and all the shining 
personality those who have been 
following along over the last 14 
months or so have come to expect. 

Keep it weird, Tavistock.

Um, you too New Hamburg.

And Wellesley...

KEEP IT WEIRD: A Weird and Wondrous Welcome

By Michael Cruickshank
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EXPERT ADVICE: Thinking of Buying a Rural Property? Things to consider

Over the last two years or so, I 
have had more and more Clients 
and Buyers reach out to discuss 
the pros and cons of rural living. 
COVID-19 made many people 
reconsider their living arrange-
ments and make life-altering de-
cisions to move from the city to 
small towns and rural locations.

As a Realtor®, my role is to point 
out what needs to be considered 
when making this decision and 
what to look for at these proper-
ties so that my clients are mak-
ing sound real estate decisions 
that are right for them. I think 
one must consider the following 
so that they are fully prepared if 
they decide to move forward with 
an offer.

The first step is to determine 
your financing capabilities and 
what a lender may require to 
finance specific properties. The 
lender may need to know some 
or all the following:

· The location

· Description of the property and 
lands

· Are there any easements or 
right of ways on the property?

· Are there any environmental 
concerns that would require the 
lender to request a Phase 1 and 
possible Phase 2 Environmental 
assessment/report?

· If there is contamination to be 
found, what would be the cost to 
remediate and who would be re-
sponsible for such?

· The zoning and if the property 
currently complies.

· They may require an appraisal, 
so you want to ensure that there 
are properties that have sold that 
can support the value so that the 
appraisal comes back favourable. 
Especially in this competitive 
market where country properties 
are in high demand… you will 
want to ensure that there is no 
financial shortfall if you must go 
in firm on a transaction to pur-
chase.

· Is the property generating any 
revenue?

· Is their livestock?

· Is there any workable acreage?

· The income and credit profile of 
the potential buyers.

Once you know you have the 
ability to purchase the proper-
ty and a pre-approval/approval 
is in place, then it is time to re-
search the following:

Septic System

Where is the septic system locat-
ed? Where are the tanks and the 
weeping bed? If it is a holding 
tank system, where is it located 
and how often does it need to be 
pumped? What is the age of the 
system and have there been any 
repairs done to the weeping bed 
and/or tanks over the years?

Ask the current owner if the 
weeping bed and system is op-
erating well. Many municipal-
ities are now inspecting septic 
systems on farm and rural prop-
erties to ensure they are oper-
ating properly and there is no 
contamination. On many rural 
properties, there are also wells 
to protect and streams, rivers, 
ponds, etc. Septic Systems vary 
in cost depending on the size and 
functionality needed for specif-
ic properties. It is best to have 
the tanks pumped and both the 
tanks and weeping bed inspect-
ed before purchase. Most lenders 
will want to know that these sys-
tems are in good working order.

Wells and Water

It is important to find out where 
the well on the property is lo-
cated (if not supplied by a mu-
nicipal source). You will want 
to know what type of well it is? 

For example, dug well, drilled 
well, Sandpoint well, to name a 
few. Knowing the depth of the 
well is helpful and what kind of 
pump services the well, and the 
age of both the wells and the sys-
tems attached. Is there any water 
treatment equipment necessary? 
For example, ultraviolet light wa-
ter purifier (if one wants to en-
sure that the water is potable), 
iron filter, water softener, etc. 
You will want to ensure that the 
water is tested a few times before 
completion date to ensure that it 
is potable because, again, the wa-
ter potablity is a requirement of 
most lenders. If the water is not 
potable, you will want to know 
what you can do so that you can 
safely drink it.

Environmental and Hazard 
Zones

You will want to ask the Sellers if 
there are any concerns regarding 
environmental contamination 
on the property and if it is locat-
ed near an environmental haz-
ard zone. Were there ever fuel 
pumps on the property? Buried 
fuel tanks? Contamination from 
neighbouring properties? A 
neighbourhood dump or a dump 
site located on the property. 
These are all good questions to 
ask. Environmental Phase 1 and 
Phase 11 assessments are not 
cheap nor is the remediation to 
clean up contaminated sites, so 
you want to ensure you do your 
research in advance.

Garbage Collection

When is garbage collection? 
Where is the pickup? What are 
they willing to take? What can 
you recycle? Are there additional 
fees for garbage pick up? Some 
municipalities charge a yearly 
fee for garbage disposal con-
tainers and recycling containers. 
Some charge per bag etc. This 
is beneficial to know what addi-
tional cost you may incur.

Flooding

Has the property been subject to 
flooding in the past? If so, what 
was done to rectify the situation? 
Were insurance claims made? All 
great questions to ask. If there 
is a heavy rainfall before you 

purchase the property, it may be 
a good idea to do a drive-by of 
the property to see where water 
pools and sits on the property. 
This will give you a good idea if 
there is property drainage and 
tile on the property.

Telecommunications and Cov-
erage

Is there high-speed internet 
available?

If you need to work from home, 
then this is something you must 
research in advance. Some rural 
areas still don’t have highspeed 
internet. Find out who services 
the area and what they can pro-
vide in terms of internet speed 
and reliability. Reaching out to a 
few recommended companies is 
a good idea in advance. Asking 
people who already live in the 
area, for example neighbours 
may be a good source of infor-
mation.

Additional cost to maintain the 
property based on the size.

If you are purchasing a country 
property, chances are it is bigger 
than your current property. More 
space often means higher utili-
ty, maintenance, and tax costs. It 
is beneficial to ask the existing 
owner for their utility costs over 
the last year or two. Find out the 
tax amount from the previous 
years. Talk to your home insur-
ance company about the yearly 
insurance costs and things they 
will need to know about the 
property that may affect the cost 
also. There may be more lawn to 
mow (may need a larger lawn-
mower), there may be more snow 
to remove (snow removal compa-
ny/neighbour or new equipment 
to do so yourself). You should 
consider your vehicle costs as 
you may be commuting further 
to work and to school. More wear 
and tear and increase in fuel 
consumption.

Conservation Authority Control

Is the property governed by any 
conservation authorities which 
would limit what one could do to 
the property? For example, you 
may not be able to add additions 
to homes or construct new homes 

and buildings because of flood 
plains/potential for flooding, etc. 
You need to do your own due dil-
igence with these regulatory au-
thorities in advance. You can visit 
their websites, so you know if the 
property is located within their 
jurisdiction or not. Always better 
to know in advance.

Home Inspections

I always recommend home in-
spections. The market is compet-
itive, so I would suggest having a 
home inspection done at a rural 
property in advance of the of-
fer date on a rural property. The 
cost for this will vary depending 
on the size of the home and out-
buildings on the property (if any 
to inspect).

Talk to the Neighbours and 
Township Office (Planning and 
Building Departments)

You want to ensure that you 
can enjoy the property. Check 
into the zoning and ensure that 
you can do what you want to do 
on the property. Whether that 
means having a hobby farm 
or a home occupation or auto-
body shop or trucking company 
yard... you want to be sure that 
the zoning allows for such and/
or that you could apply for a zon-
ing change and that it would be 
supported by the municipality if 
you were to proceed. Don’t make 
assumptions.

Lastly, talk to the neighbours if 
possible. They can be a wealth of 
information and often know a lot 
about the history of the property 
if the Seller isn’t willing to dis-
close it. Get a feel for the area.

Drive around and take note of 
the surroundings and make sure 
that there isn’t anything that 
would keep you from enjoying 
the property.

Talk to your trusted Realtor® to-
day about how they can help you 
meet your real estate needs and 
find the country property of your 
dreams.

(Alison Willsey is a longstanding 
realtor with Peak Realty in New 
Hamburg. 

willseyalison@gmail.com)

By Alison Willsey
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Ho-Ho-Ho and a hearty breakfast

There was plenty of Ho-Ho-Ho-ing and hearty appetites at the New Hamburg Legion on Saturday, Nov. 27 as the Optimist Club of New Hamburg served breakfast at a fundraiser to support 
Community Care Concepts. Santa and Mrs. Claus were the guests of honour, so the 150 diners who attended throughout the morning were on their best behaviour to ensure they made 
it onto the “Nice” list.
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By Lee Griffi

The Sparling family have lived in Tavis-
tock for over 20 years and been a fixture in 
the business community for nearly seven 
years with D and D Homestyle Café.  Doug 
Sparling is a Red Seal Chef and only en-
tertained the idea of being self-employed 
after a long stint at his previous employer 
came to an end.

“I was with Compass Group Canada for 19 
years. They take care of cafeterias for fac-
tories and hospitals and my job was to go in 
when there were problems, so I was a trou-
ble shooter for their operations.” Sparling 
says he always thought about having his 
own business, but the timing wasn’t right. 
“When I was with Compass, I had a job I 
liked, and I was settled in. When I was laid 
off, I was older and when I applied for jobs 
no one wanted me. My wife Diane had a 
daycare, so we decided to make frozen en-
trees and sell them, and I filled a freezer 
in the house. A health inspector got word 
of it, and I wasn’t allowed to cook at home 
anymore.” Doug shifted production to the 
Men’s Club kitchen which is inspected but 
that wasn’t ideal as he had to package ev-
erything there then bring it back home to 
the freezer.

“Diane suggested we find a little place to 
cook and sell out of a storefront. We start-
ed looking around and then decided to do 
soup and sandwiches, then the kids sug-
gested we sell ice cream too. It started to 
grow more and more, and we found the 
place we are in now. The landlord agreed to 
build to our needs, and we ended up with 
what we have,” says Sparling. “We start-
ed with the main side of the building and 

made the decision that everything we did 
will be made from scratch. All the meat we 
bring in isn’t processed and we cook them 
right on site.”

The people next door moved out eventu-
ally and Doug and Diane were approached 
with a good price to rent out that side. 
“We put more seating in then when the 
pandemic hit and our inside dining was 
closed, we needed to find ways to get our 
sales up. People were coming to us saying 
they couldn’t get yeast, couldn’t get flour 
because the grocery stores weren’t able to 
stock it. We started to bring those products 
in and packaged them ourselves and our 
retail sales started to grow.”  He then add-
ed home made jams, apple butter, and oth-
er items not often found at grocery stores. 
Hayter’s turkey products and Earliedale 
summer sausage have also hit the shelves 
along with the Five Corner coffee blend. 
“We named it after the five-corner inter-
section just outside the store, the one that 
everyone knows and loves,” he laughs.  “It is 
roasted by Baden Coffee Company, and we 
sell it by the cup or in a bag for customers 
to take home. It has gone over really well.”

When the business first started Sparling 
wanted to ensure there was a noticeable 
feeling of family. “The whole idea of open-
ing was for the public. We wanted to accept 
anyone and have them feel like they were 
coming into their own home. Having fam-
ily working here just continues with that. 
We get a lot of comments. People realize we 
treat them like they were ours.” 

The couple’s children have both worked 
at D and D over the years and two sand-
wiches are named after them, the Blair and 

the Canadian. “Blair’s was a fluke because 
he would come in after school and make it 
and then would tell his friends who would 
come in and ask for it. I was like, what is 
the Blair? So, I found out what it was and 
put it on the menu. The Canadian Girl is 
named after my daughter, Chantelle. She 
just didn’t want her name on it.”

This time of year, the business is prepar-
ing for another Christmas catering season. 
“Once the last round of COVID-19 restric-
tions was lifted people started to call. We 
are almost fully booked all the way through 
to Christmas now. We can deliver to your 

home, to a hall, and businesses as far away 
as Woodstock. We can do from small to large 
and up to 200 people for a wedding. We can 
also do individual Christmas dinners along 
with family size ones. They come in foil and 
just need to be reheated in the oven.” 

As for the future, Sparling says that will 
really depend on what happens with the 
pandemic and any new potential restric-
tions along with consumer preferences. “I 
don’t know. We just keep changing to what 
the public wants and what we need to sell 
to keep the business going.”

D and D Homestyle Café approaches seven years of 
a local, fresh, family business

By Veronica Reiner

MeMe's Café, based in New Hamburg, is celebrating its 20-
year anniversary since the inception of the business.

Owner Meredith Hagen is proud of the milestone, partic-
ularly considering the current circumstances. "Who would 
have thought that a small little cafe in rural Waterloo Re-
gion would survive a pandemic and 20 years?"

She got 20-year themed swag made just for the occasion, 
including cotton totes, T-shirts and mugs. Part of the busi-
ness's survival through the COVID-19 pandemic is thanks 
to generous locals, she added. "It's just such a great com-
munity."

The café gives her the opportunity to further connect with 
the community, added Meredith. There are plenty of regu-
lars that visit the café; one of her favourite aspects is meet-
ing new parents and watching their children grow up into 
"wonderful humans" over the years.

"And celebrating milestones with people - we used to cater 
weddings and did a lot of everything, from baptisms to fu-
nerals. We've been really honoured to celebrate with peo-
ple," said Meredith.

There are many memories Meredith has from over the years, 
including organizing Harry Potter Festivals with her close 
friend, Kristen Hahn, past owner of Upper Case Books. She 
also went on a live interview in 2005 with Peter Mansbridge 
on CTV about the National Debate, and proudly hosted her 
sister's, Lisa Hagen, inaugural script reading.

"I've enjoyed every moment of living and working in this 

wonderful community."

MeMe's Café has certainly given back by supporting many 
local and charitable events, including the Terry Fox Founda-
tion, Empty Bowls, Interfaith Counselling Centre, The Com-
munity Players, OK2BMe, and more.

The business started after Meredith's friend informed her 
that the previous coffeehouse was closing. After a sugges-
tion from that same friend, Meredith decided to open up 
her own café, so she got some investors and made it happen.

The name "MeMe" has several personal meanings - it is a 
nickname that Meredith had in boarding school. Her initials 
are "ME" (Meredith Elizabeth), while her mother's initials 
are the same (Marjorie Elaine).

Meredith said she wanted to thank everyone who worked at 
the café, including Meghan and Anna, who stood with her 
since the beginning, and the present team of Daniel, Shen 
and Chris.

She credited her daughter as being the social media expert, 
who grew up in the café and understood that Meredith's 
passion was a success for her. She also thanked her dad, 
Lloyd Donald, who carefully directed her and shared wis-
dom in being an entrepreneur, which has shaped her ap-
proach to business.

The café is based at 102 Peel Street and offers local organ-
ic food, specialty food items, desserts, international, tradi-
tional, gluten-free, and healthy selections. Many of their 
products support local farmers, such as Pfenning's Organic 
Farm. Their menu changes weekly; catering and online or-
dering is available.

MeMe's Café celebrates 20-year anniversary

MeMe's Café owner, Meredith Hagen, in her 20-year swag 
T-shirt. (Photo contributed)
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Reverse Santa Claus parade is coming to New 
Dundee on Dec. 4
You better not pout, you better not cry, 
because Santa – and Mrs. Claus – are 
coming to New Dundee on Saturday, Dec. 
4.

Wilmot councillor Angie Hallman is San-
ta’s little helper for the second year, or-
ganizing a physically distanced “reverse 
parade” in the parking lot of the New 
Dundee community centre. The event 
will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Santa and Mrs. Claus will be on a 
stationary float, waving at families as 
they drive past. People are encouraged 
to get into the festive spirit by decorating 
their vehicles.

The Optimist Club of New Dundee will 
be safely handing out special treats, and 
donations of non-perishable food items 
and toys will be collected for the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre. All volunteers 
will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms 

before the start of the event.

Hallman said that seeing children’s re-
action last year brought joy to her soul. 
“As we continue to navigate out of this 
pandemic, it’s so important to find ways 
to keep a little twinkle in the eye of the 
young and young of heart. The giggles 
and grins when people saw Santa was so 
special, as well as the kids bouncing to 
the music as they drove past Tim Louis 
playing Christmas carols.”

Last year’s reverse parade was so popu-
lar that she decided to bring it back this 
season. “There will be music, treats and, 
of course, the most famous couple of all,” 
said Hallman. “Remember to bring your 
Santa letters!”

For more information about the New 
Dundee Reverse Santa Parade, contact 
Angie Hallman at ahallmanrmt@gmail.
com.

Following their popular visit in 2020, Santa and Mrs. Claus will be returning to New Dundee for a 
COVID-safe “reverse parade” on Saturday, Dec. 4. (Photo: New Dundee Reverse Santa Parade)

Growing newspaper team enjoys Christmas lunch
It takes the efforts of many people to bring you the local news! Last Friday, employees and contributors of the St. Marys Independent, Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette and Stratford Times 
gathered for a wonderful gathering and delicious lunch at the Queens Inn in Stratford. Although not everyone was able to attend, we were delighted to get nearly 30 of us together.

Clockwise from bottom-left: Tyler Carruthers, Spencer Seymour, Frank Doyle, Pat Payton, 
Matt Harris, Nigel Gordijk, and Natalie Moore.

Clockwise from bottom-left: Clare Bickell, Paul Knowles, Al Junker, Yvonne Zyma, Sharon 
Leis, and Nancy Bickell.

Clockwise from bottom-left: Lauren Eedy, Veronica Reiner, Lee Griffi, Wendy Lamond, 
Stewart Grant, Bob Shannon, and Jessica Harvey

Clockwise from bottom left: Mary Smith, Hayden Bulbrook, Julia Schneider, Gary West, 
Murray Grant, June Grant, and Lisa Chester-Hanna.
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Santa Claus made his return to Tavistock on Saturday morning, and was welcomed by Don Junker, Karen Kozdras, and Connie Junker. They toured Santa around the town for over three hours 
with the fire truck from the Tavistock Fire Department, meeting kids and parents alike, while also visiting all the retirement and nursing homes in town. Organizers said the weather was ideal 
and the kids were happy to see Santa. They were able to have a short street visit and discuss their Christmas list with him. Santa’s helpers collected $1,500 while on route with half going to the 
Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP) and half to the Salvation Army kettle drive.

The kids liked talking with Santa on Saturday during his truck 
tour of the town.

Pictured, left to right, Josh and Jessica Jantzi, the Scott Zehr family, organizers Connie and Don Junker, with Santa looking on.  
(Photo credits: Gary West)

Santa Claus came to Tavistock on Saturday
COMMUNITY —

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL 

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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Letters to JesusLetters to Jesus
Hey Kids!Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO JESUS!SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO JESUS!
Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of the Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of the 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.
Deadline to submit your letters is Deadline to submit your letters is 

Monday, December 6, 2021.Monday, December 6, 2021.
Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or 

tavistockgazette@rogers.comtavistockgazette@rogers.com

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
8881 •• 567•7546

Now Celebrating

140
YEARS

Erb Group of Companies 
donates $11,000

This week, Alexandra Salmeron, from The Erb Group of Companies in Wilmot, presented a 
cheque to Wilmot Family Resource Centre's Executive Director, Trisha Robinson, of over 
$11,000 towards the agency's work. Funds were raised through the annual Erb Golf Tourna-
ment held in September and attended by Erb employees, suppliers, and business partners. 
The agency provides social services to low-income and food-insecure individuals and fam-
ilies in Wilmot & Wellesley Townships. (Photo contributed)
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JOIN US FOR THE 18TH ANNUAL 

Christmas Tyme in Wellesley
Friday Dec 10, 2021

 
6:30 and 7:20  Live Nativity   by the pond

       Presented by Wellesley Mennonite Church  

6:45  Christmas Parade  
 Leaving Wellesley Public School, left onto Nafziger, left onto 

Maple Leaf, ending at the Community Centre.     
 • Please be sure to spread out along the parade route and   
   respect social distancing.   
 • Mask wearing is encouraged.      
 • No handouts along parade route. 

7:30 Tree of Lights  by the pond  
 Details on the reverse of this flyer and more  

on Wellesley & District Lions Club - Facebook page 

NEW – Holiday Market  at the Community Centre    
Presented by Wellesley Township Fall Fair 

Friday 5-8 pm. & Saturday 9-3 

Light up Wellesley – Lets make Wellesley super festive again this year!    
Decorate then submit a picture of your home or business to be posted on  

“Christmas Tyme in Wellesley’s” Facebook Page 

It takes a caring community for special events to continue 
Thank you to last years generous sponsors 

Joe Reinhart Glass Service  
Silver Creek Ag 

Stoneybrook Elevators Inc 
Murray Leis Construction

PRINTING/DESIGN DONATED BY

Wellesley Home Centre

Warmest congratulations on your achievement
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HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE ORGANIZERS
�������������������������������
��
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The sta� of Poole Electric wish you 
peace and joy this Christmas and 

throughout the new year
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������������������������������������������� 

Monday to Friday - 7:00am to 5:00pm
Saturday & Sunday - Closed

3737 Nafziger Road - Wellesley, Ontario
Phone: (519) 656-2777

Congratulations and best wishes to �e ganizers

And Merry Christmas from the Team at

Sincere Congratulations to 
the Organizers

Sincere Congratulations to 
the Organizers
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Congratulations to �e Organizers

The Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette

Congratulations and 
Thank you for allowing us 

to promote your event
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SHANTZ: Dorothy Lorene (nee Schmitt)
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, November 
24 at Innisfree Hospice in Kitchener. Dorothy was 
born in Wilmot Township 84 years ago on June 16, 
1937.

Beloved wife of Ralph Shantz for 59 years. Loving 
mother of Kerry (Don) Marriott and Lori (Les) 
Peebles. Proud grandma of Megan Peebles. Dear 
sister of Betty Martin, and special sister-in-law of 
Marilyn Martin (Laurence), Clare Shantz, Harold 
Shantz (Judy) and Doreen Shantz (Don Snyder). 
She will be fondly remembered by many nieces 

and nephews, great nieces and nephews and friends.

Predeceased by her parents Delton and Beulah Schmitt, parents-in-law 
Lorne and Ada Shantz, her brother Howard Schmitt, brothers-in-law 
Bill Martin and Ed Stofega, and sisters-in-law Marlene Shantz and Jean 
Schmitt.

Dorothy attended Rockway Mennonite School and then Stratford 
Teachers’ College. She was a creative and inspiring educator, and taught 
at Rummelhardt and Alexandra schools and also supply taught for the 
Waterloo County Board of Education. She was a tireless volunteer in 
the community, serving on the Fairview Auxiliary for 40 years, volun-
teering regularly at the Rockway Thrift Shop, Ten Thousand Villages, 
and Nithview home, and serving in many organizations such as the 
Wilmot Horticultural Society and the Pennsylvania German Folklore 
Society. Volunteering in a retail store inspired Dorothy to open a gift 
shop called “Shantz’s Country Cupboard” in St. Agatha, where she was 
able to combine her retail experience and creativity by creating a cozy 
shop where people could purchase cards and gifts and locally made 
items.

Dorothy loved music and played piano and organ at church for over 60 
years. She was a long time member of Shantz Mennonite Church where 
she played piano and organ, sang in choirs, taught Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School, organized a girls’ club, served as an elder, vol-
unteered in the library, and helped out in many other ministries in the 
church. Her church family was so important to her, and she was a lead-
er and role model who inspired and encouraged others in their faith.

Dorothy and Ralph were an amazing team, and she always supported 
him in his long career in municipal politics in Wilmot Township, both 
when he was mayor and a councillor. Together they loved to travel, vis-
iting many places including, Japan, Europe, The Holy Land, Scotland, 
Alaska, New Zealand, Cuba, Jamaica, and a cross country trip across 
Canada by train. They also enjoyed to bowl, play shuffleboard, spend 
time at their cottage at Chesley Lake, garden, cheer on the Toronto Blue 
Jays and get involved in their community at Morningside Village.

The family would like to thank the staff at Innisfree House for their 
outstanding care as our family walked this journey. We will always be 
grateful for the kindness and love shown by all the staff and volunteers.

Cremation has taken place. Visitation was held on Sunday, November 
28, 2021, at the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New 
Hamburg from 3 – 5 & 7 – 9 p.m. A Memorial service was held in the 
funeral home chapel on Monday, November 29, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. 
Pastor Don Penner to officiate. Interment to follow in Shantz Mennonite 
Church Cemetery. A livestream of the service will be available for those 
who are unable to attend the service.

The family has requested that proof of vaccination be provided by all 
attendees 12 and older to attend the visitation and or funeral. Personal 
face coverings are required.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Innisfree House or Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate would be appreciated by the family.

Personal condolences and donation information available at                        
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
Constance Joan (Collins) Savage

In loving memory of Constance Joan (Collins) 
Savage

May 29, 1940 - November 17, 2021

Beloved wife of the late Dennis Curran Savage.

Joan passed peacefully with family members at her 
side.

Born in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia to Eric and Jessie 
(Hines) Collins.

Joan attended Central Technical School, Toronto 
and Toronto Bible College, graduating in 1962. 
She studied recreational leadership at Centennial 
College and graduated from Wilfred Laurier 

University in 1993 with a B.A. in history.

Joan’s passions were swimming, hiking and travel. She hiked the Bruce 
Trail (Ontario), and was a strong supporter and hiker of the Trans 
Canada Trail System. Combining her love of hiking and travel, she 
hiked trails in Scotland, New Zealand, Australia and England.

Joan lived a full and active life. A life filled with many friends, travel 
and adventure.

She will be sadly missed and fondly remembered by her sisters, 
Lorraine (Bill) McNeilly; Barbara Russell, A Brother, Kenneth Collins 
(Leslie Lunoch), Linda Riehl and family, her many nieces, nephews, 
cousin’s, friends, and her cat “Butterscotch”.

She was predeceased by a brother, Donald Collins.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the S.P.C.A., The Heart And 
Stroke Foundation, Cancer Society, or charity of your choice would be 
greatly appreciated.

Personal condolence and donation information are available at                     
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

Happy birthday today, December 2, to Naomi Ropp (15) and Jillian Ross (27).

December 3: Happy birthday to Jake Lichti (10), Callie Brenneman (16), and 
Emily Kalbfleisch (20), and anniversary for John and Pauline Bender (50th).  

December 4: Happy birthday to Charlee Harvey (13) and Tess Gardiner (15). 

December 5: Happy birthday to Matthew Sommers (20). 

December 6: Happy anniversary to Greg and Kristene Ankenmann (24th).

December 7: Happy birthday to Jeffrey Gingerich (13). 

December 8: Happy birthday to Alarik Spylo (6) and Jared Shantz (11).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up?  Let us know 
at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our 
Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announce-
ment ad.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

FAMILY MILESTONES —

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL  
ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA 

TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

December 7, 2011 Edition (10 years ago)

It was something Joan Faulhafer wanted 
to do for a very long time – create a cook-
book from favourite family recipes. What 
she didn’t expect was that she would end 
up with nearly 600 of them. Her recently 
published Brenneman Family Cookbook, 
subtitled “From our kitchen to yours” con-
tains 598 recipes submitted by everyone in 
the family – cousins, aunts, siblings, and de-
scendants of Lorne and Selma Brenneman. 
The idea came to Joan while attending the 
Brenneman family’s annual Christmas get 
together at Tavistock Mennonite Church 
where about 100 Brennemans meet. “Ev-
erybody brings their own dishes,” she said, 
“and I thought it would be great to have a 
cookbook with them in.”

About 400 dozen Christmas cookies were 
sold at the third annual Cookie walk to 
Bethleham event held at Hebron United 
Church, east of Hickson, on Saturday morn-
ing, December 3, 2011. This year, patrons 
lined up to look at the more than thirty Na-

tivity scenes set up throughout the church 
as they waited to fill containers with a co-
lourful and delicious variety of cookies.

Woodstock Street now open for business: 
Sierra Construction is expected to have 
their contract for the reconstruction of 
Woodstock Street North in Tavistock com-
plete by the end of this week.

December 4, 1996 Edition (25 years ago)

The Tavistock Junior Development Braves 
had not defeated the Applejacks in Welles-
ley in over two years but that streak came 
to an end Saturday night with a decisive 5-2 
victory for Tavistock. That win, coupled with 
the two points earned Friday night in the 
team’s 9-4 victory over Langton, helped the 
Braves extend their first-place lead in the 
Bauer Division standings. On Friday night, 
it is hoped that some copies of “Raising the 
Rafters”, the new book about hockey in Ta-
vistock, will be available for viewing.

Tavistock’s downtown has once again tak-
en on the spirit of Christmas, and it was 
just in time for the Santa Claus Parade. 
The flagpole erected earlier this year on 
the island in the centre of town took on a 
new look Friday as volunteers from the Ta-

vistock Men’s Club, Roth Electric Ltd. and 
the London-based supplier installed the 
Christmas-tree like decoration complete 
with some 500 multi-coloured lights. The 
artificial “tree” takes the place of an aging 
evergreen that was removed by the town-
ship this past summer.  

December 1, 1971 Edition (50 years ago)

William Ducklow, who is the Warden of 
Oxford County for 1971, was honoured 
last Friday night at a banquet in the Tav-
istock Memorial Hall. Mr. Ducklow on be-
ing elected warden last January 19 became 
the fourth incumbent in the 62 years that 
Tavistock has been a member of the Ox-
ford County Council. With incorporation in 
1909, the two police villages no longer held 
a duel loyalty to Perth and Oxford, but were 
included in the latter county. In 1914, Mr. 
William Appel became warden, in 1922 it 
was Mr. Andrew Baechler, in 1950, Mr. Rob-
ert Rudy, in 1971 Mr. Ducklow, after serving 
four terms on Council.

In the Tavistock and District Men’s Bowling 
last week at Les and Hap’s Lanes, Bob Lov-
eys took the high triple, bowling 750 for the 
three games, while Carl Nicklas was next 
high with a 688 score.

The Old Gazettes
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Sunday morning worship service recordings 
are available on our website, facebook page, 
and YouTube channel

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372
Church is closed until further notice
Dial In Service Recording:  
1-833-620-1256
Weekly on-line service is still available.
Youtube Channel:  
www.trinitytavistock.com/youtube
Facebook Page:  
www.facebook.com/TrinityTavistock 
TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Open for in-person worship on Sundays at 
9:45 a.m. with limited capacity.  
Full safety protocols in effect. 
You can also catch us online at  
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca
JRSS will resume in the fall!

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson

WORSHIP
WITH US!

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

July 6, 2011 Edition (10 years ago)

The Tavistock Bantam Boys, sponsored 
by Ramseyer Earth Works, have become 
Team Ontario 1 for the Eastern Canadian 
Softball Championships to be held in 
Waterford Valley, Newfoundland August 
25-28. “This is a huge accomplishment 
for our little town and minor ball pro-
gram,” said coach Kevin Zehr. “This has 
never happened before.” The tourna-
ment was held in Stratford this past 
weekend and had the top 16 teams from 
across the province. The Tavistock team 
went through undefeated with 39 runs 
for and only 7 against in five games. The 
Tavistock Bantams include Travis Hyde, 
Spencer Zehr, Carson Lamond, Angus 
Rowland, Derek Wagler, Tristan Hohl, 
Terran Rogers, Dylan Taylor, Cody 
Brown, Deven Kropf, Tyson Zehr, Travis 
Ramseyer, Jesse Deweerd, Connor 
Drinkwalter, along with coaching staff 
Paul Hyde and Kevin Zehr.

Two Tavistock students enrolled in the 
culinary arts program at Northwestern 
Secondary School in Stratford have just 
returned from the experience of a life-
time. Grade 10 students Kyle Nicklas 
and Sam Blair, both 16, were among the 
22 students from across Canada chosen 
to serve at a youth banquet in Ottawa on 
Thursday, June 30. Special guests were 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, 
newlyweds Prince William and his wife, 
Kate, who are touring Canada. The eve-
ning was hosted by Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, his wife, Laureen, and 
Governor General David Johnston. 
Kyle’s group made oysters, kelp bread-
sticks in bannock, and shrimp paté and 
soy cavier. Sam’s group made yak tartar 
and dip as well as musk ox bruchetta 
with herbs and jelly. 

July 10, 1996 Edition (25 years ago)

Council for the Township of East 
Zorra-Tavistock met on Wednesday, July 
3rd, 1996 at the Hickson Chambers for 
their day-time session. The third report 
for the Arena Building Committee was 
adopted as printed and circulated and 
the Clerk was instructed to prepare the 
necessary by-law to implement the 
smoking regulations for the new arena. 
The recommendation of the Building 
Committee was “that the smoking area 
for the new arena be the upper walkway 
behind the easterly most section of 
seating and the upper hall at the discre-
tion of the renter, and further that an 
exhaust fan be installed to exhaust the 

stands at the east end.”

The Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association held their Annual Field Day 
and Chicken Barbeque on June 15th. 
This year’s theme was Shakespeare 
Olympics “96”. Tonya Schweigert of 
R.R.#1 Shakespeare was this year’s 
parade marshall. The chicken barbeque 
was enjoyed by 500 people.

July 14, 1971 Edition (50 years ago)

Two members of the Tavistock 
Volunteer Fire Department received the 
Fire Services Long Service Medals. 
Chief Henry Eckstein and assistant 
chief Clarence Neeb both have more 
than 30 years with the brigade. Mr. 
Eckstein joined the brigade 51 years 
ago, and has been chief for the past 15 
years. Mr. Neeb joined the brigade in 
1934, and in addition to be assistant, he 
is the brigade’s secretary-treasurer.

Mr. Bob Stere took over the Supertest 
Station at the corner of Woodstock and 
William Street South, formerly run by 
Gordon Neeb. With his wife, Betty, they 
will continue to serve the people of 
Tavistock and district. Mr. Stere has 
been a licenced mechanic for the past 
five years and will be doing minor 
repairs, brakes, exhaust, steering, tune-
ups, etc.  

July 14, 1921 Edition (100 years ago)

A distressing accident in which Mr. 
Gordon Schmidt, residing south of the 
village of Shakespeare, lost his life 
occurred about 9:30 Thuesday evening 
at the village of Shakespeare. The young 
man was leading a cow along the road 
when a McLaughlin car owned and 
driven by R.A. Reiger, accountant at the 
Royal Bank, Woodstock, approached 
from the south. After crossing the 
Stratford-Toronto G.T.R. railway tracks 
at Shakespeare, Reiger noticed the cow 
on the road, but did not see Mr. Schmidt. 
As he approached, the cow made a dash 
for the other side of the road and in 
turning out to avoid the cow he struck 
the unfortunate man. The car took the 
ditch carrying Schmidt on the bumper 
and jammed the unfortunate man 
against a telephone post, then backed 
down again into the ditch. The late Mr. 
Schmidt who was a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Schmidt was born near 
Shakespeare and resides there all his 
life. He was about 25 years of age, of a 
bright and happy disposition, he was 
well thought of by everyone in the com-
munity in which he lived and the news 
of his untimely death has cast a gloom 
over the entire neighbourhood. He 
leaves to mourn their loss a wife and 
one little child, his parents and one sis-
ter.

The Old Gazettes Council Meeting Notes
By Rose Danen
The Township of East 

Zorra-Tavistock Council 
met in-person on July 7 
at the Innerkip 
Community Centre. The 
highlights you need to 
know from the meeting 
are as follows:
Township’s 2020 finan-

cial audit
Auditor Christene 

Scrimgeour presented 
the township’s draft 2020 
year-end Financial Audit 
to council. 
Overall, the township’s 

finances were in good 
shape, according to 
Scrimgeour. Net finan-
cial assets increased in 
2020, while liabilities/ 
debts went down. 
The draft audit also 

noted the financial 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the town-
ship in 2020. Many town-
ship facilities were 
forced to close due to the 
pandemic, and recre-
ation spending was down 
as a result. The township 
was also granted $24,451 
of Safe Restart Provincial 
funding from the gov-
ernment. Scrimgeour 
added that the township 
did not receive as many 
project donations as 
anticipated in 2020 
because many projects 
were halted by the pan-
demic.
New Diversity & 

Inclusivity Policy
Council approved the 

new Diversity & 
Inclusivity Policy which 
will be added to the 
township’s Human 
Resources policies. 
Staff brought forward 

the new policy to recog-
nize the growing spot-
light on the issues of 
diversity and inclusion, 
and to set an example for 
businesses and service 
groups within East 
Zorra-Tavistock on how 
to encourage and wel-
come new residents to 
the community.
The policy outlines 

mandates to promote 
equity within the town-
ship such as being an 

equal opportunity 
employer, attracting 
diverse talent with 
unique perspectives, 
skills and experiences, 
eliminating barriers in 
the workplace, and 
ensuring everyone in the 
community feels wel-
come. 
Review of Parkland 

Fencing Policy
Council decided to 

review the Parkland 
Fencing Policy after 
receiving concerns from 
residents during the 
council meeting on June 
16 about proposed fenc-
ing to be put up in the 
Ponds subdivision in 
Tavistock.
During the June 16 

meeting, council received 
and adopted mainte-
nance recommendations 
for the township’s 
Stormwater Management 
facilities, which included 
putting up fences around 
the constructed wetlands 
on Jacob Street W and 
Halliday Drive. 
Two delegations 

appeared before the 
council before the vote, 
asking that the fences 
not be put up. The rec-
ommendations were 
adopted in spite of this 
opposition for safety and 
liability reasons. 
This opposition shone 

light on the Parkland 
Fencing Policy, which 
hasn't been updated 
since 2005. While council 
was unclear about 
whether the policy was 
applicable to this issue, 
they decided it should be 
reviewed anyway to pro-
vide clarity for staff.
Updates on Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan
Onsite facility tours for 

the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan have now 
been completed and 
draft inventory compila-
tion is ready for review.
A public consultation 

survey for the plan will 
be launched soon, with 
plans to make it accessi-
ble online through the 
township website.
Additionally, Tavistock 

Spray Pad Fundraising 
Committee Chair, Danny 
Roth, has made the deci-
sion to step down from 
the position in order to 
focus on other commit-
ments. Roth said in a 
Facebook post that he is 
thankful for the support 
he’s received thus far 
and he is hopeful that 
someone else will be 
able to step up to con-
tinue leading this proj-
ect. Council will be con-
tinuing the project in his 
absence.

Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
(COVID-19 protocols in place) 
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
Weekly on-line service recording avail-
able. 
www.trinitytavistock.com

Church Phone 519-276-0701 
Wellington Street, Tavistock 
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com 
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer Service is at 2pm

FAMILY MILESTONES —

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/
TavistockGazette1895

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAYHAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

Waldron Eckstein | 90th Birthday - December 11
Happy 90th Birthday, Dad, Grandpa and Great Grandpa.

We are so grateful for you, and how you daily continue to 
reach out to others. Blessings on this special day,

Love and prayers,
Wayne and Lynda, Karen and Brad, Valerie and Walter, and 
Mark, as well as your 8 Grandchildren and their spouses, 

and 14 Great Grandchildren.

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) What is the longest river in Great 
Britain? 

2) What is the patella bone better known 
as? 

3) In the song, Solomon Grundy was 
born on Monday, what happened to him 
on Thursday? 

4) Who was the leader of the USSR 
during World War Two?  

5) What game’s name comes from the 
French for “little wheel”?  

6) Who was on the cover of the first 
Rolling Stone Magazine? 

7)Who was the first person to break the 
sound barrier? 

8) How many tiles are there in a game of 
Scrabble? 

9) What chess piece can move in any 
direction, one space at a time?

10) Dry ice is the solid form of what 
chemical compound?

Answers found on page 30

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc. Or are you looking to hire 

local people, or wanting to sell something or buy  something? We will publish your classified ad.
For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com



14 Thursday, December 2, 2021 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

By Nigel Gordijk

A festive family favourite returns on Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. 
when the Wilmot Terry Fox Run hosts a virtual presen-
tation of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” The show, 
which will be broadcast on Facebook, features a specially 
recorded dramatic reading of the Victorian-era classic, 
along with seasonal music recitals.

Alison and Adrienne Enns, Reid Spencer, Jamie Courtney, 
The Weber Family, Nicole Lee Quesnel, and Brittlestar all 
donated their performances. New Hamburg’s Trinity Lu-
theran Church offered the free use of its elegant chapel, 
where technicians Rick Ritz and Lisa Hagen also donated 
their services to produce the show, giving it an in-person, 
live event feel.

The family-friendly show is based on an abridged ver-
sion of Dickens’ novel.

Parts of the production were shot at historic locations 
around Wilmot, and viewers who enter a free Treasure 
Hunt contest to identify the venues could win the first 
prize of a Dickensian-worthy turkey. There are five run-
ner-up prize packs of a “Terry Fox and Me” children’s 
book and a Terry Fox loonie in a presentation case. The 
turkey and books were donated by Randy Thomson Law 
Office, and the presentation coins by Chris Ehrat. Entries 
must be submitted by Dec. 13, 2021, and prizes will be 
delivered within Wilmot only.

Local community groups have staged readings of “A 
Christmas Carol” as in-person fundraisers in the past, al-
though it’s been several years since the last performance 
was held in Wilmot. Due to the continued uncertainty 
surrounding public health protocols and live events, the 
organizers decided to present an abridged version of the 
story online.

The Wilmot Terry Fox Run is asking viewers to enter into 
the spirit of the season by giving a donation, with all the 
money raised going to the Terry Fox Foundation for can-
cer research.

Hagen thinks that the novel’s message is simple, which is 
why it’s still popular 178 years after it was written.

“I think it speaks to the essence of Christmas, which is 
to give rather than to receive. (Dickens) is called the in-
ventor of Christmas. I suppose people lost their way, and 

he restored that. We’re continually losing our way, so it’s 
always nice to have that reinforcement.”

She said she admires the emotional power of Dickens’ 
storytelling. “He hits a lot of touchstones. He has the 
child representing the poverty of the time; he’s got the 
workhouses and the disregard for the poor. So, I think he 
nails a lot of universal problems in the world. And then, 
through telling a ghost story, he remedies that and gives 
a light on which way we can go from here.”

Hagen is particularly fond of how the story opens. “Those 
are good juicy lines, and it sets the tone for the whole 
thing.”

The online show is a fresh, memorable way of portraying 
a familiar favourite, she observed.

“I don’t know if anyone’s ever done it virtually like we are. 
It’s unique for our area because it uses predominantly 
local actors and singers. Most of them have professional 
experience, so we’re kind of blessed that way, and I think 
it gives a unique flavour.”

– Watch “A Christmas Carol” on Dec. 11, 7 p.m: www.
fb.com/WilmotTerryFoxRun

– Make a donation: www.terryfox.ca/wilmotchristmasca-
rol/

– Win a turkey: www.wilmotterryfox.ca/turkey/

ARTS —

Shirley Koehle
Sales Representative

www.peakrealestate.com
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

Singer and actor Reid Spencer is accompanied by pianist Jamie Courtney during a musical interlude. Spencer also reads 
the finale of “A Christmas Carol”. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Wilmot Terry Fox Run presents A Christmas 
Carol fundraiser
A cancer research fundraiser based around a dramatic reading of Dickens’ seasonal classic will be broadcast online

By Wilmot Post Staff

Wilmot Youth Action Council (YAC) has 
returned to weekly meetings through 
Zoom, on Mondays from 7 p.m. to 8:30p.m. 

Those interested in joining Wilmot’s Youth 
Action Council, or those who would like to 
get involved, can fill out a general mem-
bership form on the township website.

The YAC is a group of local youth vol-
unteers (ages 14-19) who offer youth a 
chance to get involved in the communi-
ty, as well as to create and support their 
voices. The youth will learn and develop 

leadership skills and provide input into 
the programs offered to them.

Meetings are typically held from Septem-
ber until June on Monday evenings.

Youth Action Council is back
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Sponsored by:

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES
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Across
1. Belittle
6. Chocolate cake with runny liquid chocolate
10. 5280 feet
14. Three quick steps and a hop in 2/4 time
15. Seed covering
16. In the thick of
17. Sweetener
18. 500 sheets
19. Weight not charged for
20. When a plane is due in: Abbr.
21. Kind of wheel
23. A man employed to attend the entrace of a
hotel, apartment or other building
25. Enormous
26. "Do ___ others as..."
27. Favour
29. Whooping birds
32. Spruce up pillows
33. Hog haven
34. Barley bristle
36. Mom's sisters
37. Bro's counterpart
38. Place to lounge
40. Qty.
41. An edible European and North American
mushroom with a smooth brown cap, a stout 
white stalk, and pores rather than gills
42. Starve
43. A large heavy-bodied non-venomous snake
46. Hairstylists workplaces
47. Defeat decisively
48. No-win situations?
49. A building where plays are performed or 
movies are shown
52. Big co�ee holder
53. Atlantic food �sh
56. USA drilling grp.
57. Ginger cookie
59. Mournful poem
61. "Green Gables" girl
62. Canyon sound
63. Move crabwise
64. Orchard item
65. Burn the surface of
66. Go over the limit?

Down
1. Abbey area
2. Match
3. Pond organism
4. Cousin of calypso
5. Winter wear
6. Bigger
7. "___ you kidding?"
8. A long, high bridge that carries a road or 
railroad over something
9. Ecclesiastical building set aside for the 
distribution of alms
10. A female who is in charge in an institution
11. Muslim holy man
12. Foreign currency
13. Barbara of "I Dream of Jeannie"
22. A long time
24. Any wireless system; over the air transmis-
sion (acronym)
25. Weight
27. Chubby
28. Pint-sized
30. Kind of kitchen
31. Kind of cheese
32. J.F.K. watchdog
33. Take in slowly
35. Notice Of Hearing (law)
37. Life, for one
38. Lacking colour
39. Andy's radio partner
41. Classes
42. So-so
44. A bullet that leaves a line of �ame or smoke
behind it when it is �red, so that you can see 
the direction it has taken
45. Sweltering
46. Daze
49. Catch-22
50. Sharpen
51. Sicilian erupter
53. Relinquish
54. Eye amorously
55. Not the original color
58. "Eureka!"
60. Collagen target

COMMUNITY —

By Reta Klaassen

This year will be the 38th annual Tree of 
Light fundraiser, sponsored by Wilmot Li-
ons – Lioness Club (previously known as 
the New Hamburg Lioness and Lions).

The Tree of Light ceremony is a Christmas 
tradition where the community gathers to 
welcome in the holiday season. Again this 
year, due to COVID-19, we will be unable 
to host the usual public gathering at the 
fountain for the lighting of the tree.

However, on December 3rd, we still plan 
to turn on the lights in celebration of the 
season. We are very proud of our accom-

plishment in the community and invite 
you all to support us so that we may con-
tinue to make a difference.

The proceeds from the Tree of Light will 
help fund the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre, Interfaith Counselling Centre, 
Community Care Concepts, Aldaview, as 
well as other community projects.

Please consider a donation to support 
our campaign. Donations may be mailed 
to The Tree of Light Fund Box 6181, New 
Hamburg ON, N3A 2K6. Thank you in ad-
vance for your generosity. For further in-
formation, contact Lioness Reta Klaassen 
519-662-1641.

Tree of Light fundraiser

Bill Fleming, owner of Sobey’s in New Hamburg, donated $500 to Wilmot Lions- Lioness 
Club member Reta Klaassen to help jump start their Tree of Light fundraiser on Tuesday, 
November 23. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

It’s Christmas tree time in 
Tavistock

It’s a Charlie Brown Christmas again in the front yard of Mike and Beth Kaufman on Wil-
liam Street, in Tavistock. The couple provided the venue again for this year's Grace United 
Church Christmas tree sales. The adult fellowship, with the lead provided by church mem-
ber Ken Reibling, will sell 100 trees consisting of Spruce, Fir and Pine with proceeds going 
to Camp Bimini and Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP). The church group has been sell-
ing Christmas trees for over 50 years, and Charlie Brown and his friends were constructed 
by the late Bob and Jean Elliott (Beth’s parents) to help in promoting the annual sale of 
trees. There is an apparent shortage of real Christmas trees this year, so area residents 
are advised to come early for the best selection while supplies last while also aiding in two 
good causes. (Photo credit: Gary West)
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COMMUNITY —

Retirement for church 
organist and choir director

It’s time to find a Christmas 
Tree

Fall plowing continues on harvested corn land 
in South Easthope Township

It’s going to be the end of an era for two musicians who have been instrumental in bringing 
music to the members of Grace United Church in Tavistock. Both Beverly Neeb and Gloria 
Reibling have announced they will both be retiring at the end of the year. They have both 
been involved with the music at the church for close to 50 years. Beverly Neeb has been 
music Director for over 45 years and the majority of those as choir director as well. Gloria 
Reibling has been involved for close to 50 years in the music at Grace United, where her 
duties have included choir director, assistant organist, Sunday school pianist, as well as di-
rector of various music programs and choirs over the years. The congregation at the church 
would have to agree that when Bev and Gloria played an organ and piano duet, it was music 
of perfection to everyone’s ears.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

Pictured last week on a Christmas tree farm, three km east of Amulree in North Easthope 
Township, in Perth County, is a family from New Dundee picking out their tree and cutting 
it to take home. Kayla Mair, along with her three-month-old daughter, Sawyer, with son Lo-
gan, and husband Jeff, were finding and cutting their own Christmas tree before the snow 
moved in the next day. They were on the tree farm of Paul Kroes, who has been growing 
Christmas trees on six acres of his farm since 2009. He said it takes about eight to 15 years 
before you can sell a tree ready for Christmas. His trees include balsam fir and blue spruce 
and they sell for between $60 and $80 each. Kroes said he always enjoys this time of year to 
see young families making the trek to his bush to find and take home the tree that they cut 
themselves. Saws are supplied.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

Chicken and hog farmer, Paul Dietrich, on Road 106 in South Easthope Township, was busy finishing up fall plowing on a 
field of harvested corn on a sunny day last week. He said that wet weather delayed the job until dryer weather came along. 
Paul and his wife, Heidi, farm over 200 acres that includes corn, soybeans and wheat.

Paul Dietrich and his loyal cab partner, Cooper, a chocolate 
lab, pose for a picture last week during fall plowing, south-
east of Shakespeare. (Photo credits: Gary West)
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COMMUNITY —

Certified Plumbing Services

Certified Electrical Services

Gas furnace

Air conditioner

Mini-split heat pumps

Central heat pumps

Gas/propane generator

Hot water heaters 

HRV          

Pool heater install & service

Gas & propane BBQ hook-ups

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL 
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

1439 Gingerich Road, Baden

arcadianprojects.ca

Continuing the business of:

519-804-9697
Service Department Extension

SERVICES

Certified Technicians & Electricians

for all gas, electrical and

mechanical equipment

info@arcadianprojects.ca

(supply & service)

Were You Incarcerated in an Ontario Youth Justice Facility  
Between April 1, 2004 and December 17, 2018?

Were You Placed in Secure Isolation (Segregation)?

You May Be Entitled to Money in a Class Action Settlement
You are entitled to make a claim for damages if all of the items on the following list apply to you:

1.  You were placed alone in a designated room or area at any one of more of the following 
Youth Justice Facilities: 

a.  Bluewater Youth Centre; 
b.  Brookside Youth Centre; 
c.  Cecil Facer Youth Centre; 
d.  Donald Doucet Youth Centre; 
e.  Invictus Youth Centre; 
f.  Justice Ronald Lester Youth Centre; 
g.  Roy McMurtry Youth Centre; 
h.  Sprucedale Youth Centre; or
i.  Toronto Youth Assessment Centre;

2.  Your placement lasted at least 6 consecutive hours;

3.  You were not released at the earliest possible time; 

4.  Your placement took place when you were 17 years old or younger; and

5.  Your placement took place between April 1, 2004 and December 17, 2018.

You could be entitled to between $1000 and $40,000 per placement, depending on the length of time 
and the circumstances surrounding your placement.

Please note that the following placements are not included in this class action:

1.  Segregation by reason of a lock-down at a Youth Justice Facility; and

2.  The routine locking in your room overnight at a Youth Justice Facility.

To learn more about the settlement and how to make a claim, go to  
www.youthsegregationclassaction.ca, call toll-free 1-833-430-7538 (TTY: 1-877-627-7027) 
or write to Epiq Class Action Services Canada Inc., Attention: Ontario Youth Segregation 
Class Action Administrator, PO Box 507 STN B, Ottawa ON K1P 5P6, or by email at:  
info@youthsegregationclassaction.ca. 

The lawyers representing the Class Members are Koskie Minsky LLP and Strosberg Sasso Sutts 
LLP. You may also contact these lawyers at 1-844-819-8501 or 1-866-229-5323, ext. 296. 

You must submit your claim no later than August 26, 2022. If you do not submit your claim before 
August 26, 2022, you will lose your right to compensation.

Perth County OPP shares tips to avoid vehicle theft
By Wilmot Post Staff

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) want the public to know and 
understand the risks, and strain on police 
resources, when a vehicle is stolen.

The branch responded to about 80 re-
ports of stolen vehicles in the last year. 
When factoring in the recovering vehi-
cles, officers could be dealing with a sto-
len vehicle every other day, which could 
include stolen ATVs, snowmobiles, or 
tractors.

In the same time frame last year, Perth 
County OPP received almost 60 similar 
reports and 70 in 2019.

In a news release, the OPP stated the 
risk to the public is the biggest concern. 
Police say that people stealing vehicles 
are almost always involved with illegal 
substance use and may be driving while 
impaired.

“Most do not have a proper driver’s li-
cence, and have no regard for the safety 

of others on the roadway,” said the OPP. 
“Stolen vehicles are used to commit oth-
er crimes - such as break-and-enters or 
fuel thefts, and they will flee at danger-
ous speeds when trying to be stopped by 
police.”

A stolen vehicle is not only a safety con-
cern for everyone on the roadway but 
“the number of hours spent by police in-
vestigating these types of crimes would 
be surprising to the public.”

The investigating officer needs to: take a 
statement from the victim, look for evi-
dence at the scene (possibly getting a fo-
rensically trained officer to assist), can-
vas neighbours for witnesses and video 
surveillance, write reports, create a Zone 
Alert for officers in surrounding counties 
to be on the lookout for a stolen vehicle 
(which all officers then have to read), add 
the vehicle to the Canadian Police Infor-
mation Centre (CPIC), and request a me-
dia release for the public.

When the vehicle is found, it could have 

been in a collision, which could result in 
injuries involving paramedic services, 
fire departments, hospitals, and tow 
trucks. Sometimes, the vehicles are in-
tentionally set on fire. An officer then has 
to complete reports for the recovery of 
the stolen vehicle, and has to go through 
the same process - reports, statements of 
witnesses, look for evidence, cancel Zone 
Alerts, remove the vehicle from CPIC, 
and notify the owner of the recovery.

If a suspect is found with the vehicle, of-
ficers would have to arrest the individ-
ual, and spend hours dealing with the 
accused, various reports, and all the re-
quired court documents. Occasionally, of-
ficers are needed to testify in court.

The OPP provided the following tips to 
help prevent vehicle thefts:

• Lock your vehicle.

• Do not leave keys accessible (in vehi-
cles or in unlocked garage/sheds).

• Ensure your property is well lit, and 

consider motion lights.

• Install security features, such as alarms 
and surveillance cameras.

• Store small vehicles (ATVs, snowmo-
biles and tractors) indoors, if possible.

• Report suspicious activity immediately.

• Make sure to report thefts, even after 
the fact.

Lately, the Perth County OPP has seen 
vehicles, along with the trailer they are 
stored on, stolen. If possible, owners can 
block in trailers/vehicles with another 
vehicle, so it is not easily accessible.

To report a stolen vehicle, victims can call 
the OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Crimes can 
also be reported online at www.opp.ca/
reporting.

If someone has information and wish-
es to remain anonymous, they can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 
leave an anonymous online message at 
P3tips.com where they may be eligible to 
receive a cash reward of up to $2,000.

Detachment responded to about 80 reports of stolen vehicles in the last year
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By Shonna Ward 

The Needlepoint on plastic canvas virtual 4-H project 
held its Achievement Program Nov 23rd with guests of 
the Princess Elizabeth Women's Institute (PEWI), 4-H 
members and families. The evening started with the 4-H 
pledge and roll call-what is your favourite stitch and 
introduce your guests. Sarah read her news report for 
meeting 6. Each member showed their favourite nee-
dlepoint sample. Then each member showed their free 
choice item. A picture was taken of the members holding 
their free choice item. 

4-H Ontario awards: A yearly plate is given to each 4-H 
member. Oxford 4-H Awards were presented to Amanda 
Witmer for 42 projects and Erin Shigley for 48 projects as 
they were unable to attend the Oxford 4-H Awards Night 
Nov 19th. Highlights of the Oxford 4-H Awards Nights 
were mentioned with Nicole showing the various awards 
received by her, Amy and Sarah. The Hickson 4-H Club 
received the Project of the Year Award with proceeds of 
the award being donated to the Farm Credit Canada Drive 
Away Hunger program. Erin Shrigley was congratulat-
ed on receiving the Oxford County Junior Farmers 4-H 
Scholarship. 

Shonna then presented the club project achievement 
awards. 12 projects award of an Oxford 4-H mug was 
presented to Katelynn Cressman. Grace Piper, Katelynn 
Cressman and Hannah Van Boekel received 2 glasses 
with the 4-H Canada logo on them for 18 projects. For 30 
projects, Amy Danen, Nicole Danen and Madilynn Cress-
man received a luggage bag with the 4-H Canada logo 
on it. Madilynn Cressman and Sarah Danen received an 
apron with the 4-H Ontario logo on it. Jacob Bergsma and 
Amanda Witmer received 4-H Canada socks for 42 proj-

ects and Erin Shrigley received a wooden trivet with the 
4-H Canada logo on it for 48 projects.

Thanks to the club volunteers Marilyn, Karen, Shonna, 
Elizabeth, Jane & Jessie were given. Jane extended her 
thanks to Shonna for having the needlepoint project 
virtually and in-person giving opportunity for members 
away at university and college and those who were unable 
to attend the in-person meetings. Thanks was extended 

to Princess Elizabeth Women's Institute for sponsoring 
some of the club awards. Thanks to all the families and 
members for their active involvement in the 4-H program 
in 2021! Joyce Hill, President of PEWI, congratulated all 
the members on their amazing needlepoint projects and 
being involved in the 4-H program through these chang-
ing times. Everyone was wished a wonderful holiday sea-
son with family and friends to finish the Achievement 
program. 

By Shonna Ward 

The Needlepoint on plastic canvas in-person 4-H project 
held its Achievement Program Nov 24th at the Tavistock 
Men's Club Hall with parents attending. The President 
Jade and Vice Emma started the evening with the 4-H 
pledge. The secretary report from Grace was read and 
Kyra read her news report for meeting 6. Each member 
showed their favourite needlepoint sample and intro-
duced their guests. Then each member showed their free 
choice item and told of any challenges they had while 
making it. A picture was taken of the members holding 
their free choice item. Shonna made each member a gin-
gerbread man ornament for those who hadn't made one 
at meeting six.

Shonna then presented the club project achievement 
awards. Receiving a 4-H Canada pin for 6 projects was 
Levi, Lexi and Mathew. 12 projects award of an Oxford 
4-H mug was presented to Lexi. Deanna received 2 glass-
es with the 4-H Canada logo on them for 18 projects and 
she also received a blanket with the 4-H logo on it for 
24 projects. For 30 projects, Ayla and Deanna received a 
luggage bag with the 4-H Canada logo on it.

First year members, Lexi, Levi and Layla received a 
plaque and certificate from 4-H Ontario which is spon-

sored by Peavey Mart.

Jade and Emma thanked the club volunteers Marilyn, 
Karen, Shonna, Elizabeth, Jane and Jessie. Thanks was 
extended to the Tavistock Men's Club for the use of their 

hall to have the 4-H meetings. Thanks to all the families 
and members for their active involvement in the 4-H pro-
gram in 2021! The evening ended with everyone taking a 
prepackaged snack home with them.

Pictured, top row - Donna, Shonna, Jane, Amy, Erin. 2nd row - Sophie, Abigail, Madilynn, Katelynn, Sarah, Julia. 3rd row - 
Grace Nicole, Amanda, Joyce, Jacob. Bottom row - Sandra, Hannah, Colleen.  (Contributed photo)

Pictured from left, Lexi, Levi, Jade, Layla, Mathew, Deanna, Emma, Kyra, Bella.  (Contributed photo)

COMMUNITY —
Needlepoint virtual news report

4-H news report

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc. Or are you looking to hire 

local people, or wanting to sell something or buy  something? We will publish your classified ad.
For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com



19Thursday, December 2, 2021The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

IN THE WILMOT-TAVISTOCK 
GAZETTE CHRISTMAS EDITION 

ON dECEMBER 23TH!
Deadline is December 16th.
Call TODAY 519-580-5418 or
EMAIL: ads @wilmotpost.ca

To the Community for supporting our Drive-Thru roast 
beef dinner at the New Hamburg Legion

With your help it was a complete success and a sellout! 
Thank you to Seaford for your ticket selling ability.
Special thank you to Gail for all you did to make 

this meal happen

Thank you again and may you and your family 
have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

- Warren Bechthold, President
Optimist Club of Petersburg

Tavistock Yard Waste 
Depot open again

50 years of marriage and 
counting

The Tavistock Yard Waste Depot is open for business again. The original plan was to have 
the site closed until the spring of 2022, but the paving of the site has been pushed off until 
next year.  (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)

Pictured at Quehl’s celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary are long time Tavistock res-
idents Verlus (John) and Pauline Bender. The couple spends many hours volunteering with 
the Tavistock Royals senior hockey club and the Shakespeare Optimist Club, just to name 
a few.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | TICO #50025796
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

NOW OPEN Tuesday to Thursday • 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
LEAVE ALL THE PLANNING TO US! JOIN ONE OF OUR GROUP TOURS IN 2022.

CRUISE TO ALASKACRUISE TO ALASKA  
May 22 - June 4, 2022May 22 - June 4, 2022

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER ROCKY MOUNTAINEER 
Sept. 10 - 17, 2022Sept. 10 - 17, 2022
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Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

COMMUNITY —
Wilmot Fire Department receives $5,000 from 
Enbridge for firefighter training materials
By Veronica Reiner

The Wilmot Fire Department is getting 
a $5,000 donation from Enbridge Gas, 
which will be used for firefighting train-
ing materials, such as study guides, exam 
prep books, textbooks, and other educa-
tional resources.

It is part of an annual donation by En-
bridge Gas through the Safe Community 
Project Assist, a program with the Fire 
Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council.

“Wilmot Fire Department would like to 
extend our sincere gratitude for this gen-
erous donation from our friends at En-
bridge Gas,” said Fire Chief Rod Leeson.

“The training materials will provide es-
sential learning resources to continue the 
educational development of our firefight-
ers. Training is crucial to the operational 
readiness of all firefighters.”

This year, the organization is donating 
$250,000 to be split evenly by 50 Ontario 
fire departments. All funds are to be used 
for educational materials for firefighters 
to enhance life-saving techniques.

“At Enbridge Gas, safety is our priority. 
We’re proud to support Ontario firefight-
ers who share our commitment to keep-
ing our communities safe,” said Murray 

Costello, Director of Southeast Region Op-
erations for Enbridge Gas.

The program supports training for Ontario 
volunteer and composite fire departments 
in communities where Enbridge operates.

Since the launch of the Safe Community 
Project Assist in 2012, 244 grants have 
been provided to Ontario fire departments 
for additional firefighter training.

“Safe Community Project Assist improves 
access to training materials for fire de-
partments,” said Jon Pegg, Ontario Fire 
Marshal and Chair of the Fire Marshal’s 
Public Fire Safety Council.

“Firefighting can be dangerous and un-
predictable, and these training materials 
positively contribute to the health and 
safety of firefighters and the broader com-
munity.”

The Wilmot Township Fire Department 
provides fire protection and emergency 
medical services from stations located in 
Baden, New Dundee, and New Hamburg.

The department consists of a full-time 
fire chief, administrative assistant and fire 
prevention officer, a part-time training 
officer/public educator, and 90 volunteer 
firefighters. They serve about 22,000 res-
idents.

Pictured from left are Justin Zielman and Dale Clements from the Wilmot Fire Department.  
(Contributed photo)
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Call “TOM THE TREE FELLAR”
                                        519-662-6198

Now booking for 21-22 Winter Season
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL.

          “THE SNOW PROS” Snow Clearing and Ice Control

N.H. INC.

Now Hiring Part-time and 
Full-time for the upcoming 
snow season. Please call or 
email treefellar@netflash.net

COMMUNITY —

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Petrolia Squires
Saturday Night, 
December 4th, 2021 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

Tis the Season

By Jessica Harvey

December is here, and all the signs of Christmas are light-
ing up our town. The traditional Men’s Club Christmas tree 
can be seen shining bright every night at the main inter-
section and Santa Claus has even made an early appear-
ance doing a tour of Tavistock last weekend with a full fire 
department escort. Santa Claus and his elves were able to 
collect approximately $1,500 for the Salvation Army and 
TAP during his tour.

Houses are lit, and traditional nativity scenes have been 
spotted. I invite you to drive through the streets of our 
town and view the efforts put in by homeowners. 

It is a wonderful time of year for many, but it can also be 
a time that is very difficult as well. We are lucky to have 
the Tavistock Assistance Program which can assist those 
in need during the holiday season. If you are able to give 
back this year, please consider donating gift cards for gro-
ceries, or local businesses. Our community is a great place 
to start when considering your Christmas gifting ideas. We 
are lucky to have what we have in our growing community.

A group of about 20 people play pickleball at the St. Agatha Community Centre on Monday, November 29.  (Photo credit: 
Veronica Reiner)
By Veronica Reiner

Pickleball is back at the St. Agatha Community Centre, 
and participation is thriving, according to Wilmot’s Rec-
reation Services Director Ashley Brooks.

Pickleball is a paddle sport that combines badminton, 
tennis and ping pong. The sessions began November 15th 
and takes place bi-weekly, on Monday afternoons from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. and Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. So far, each session has had a “great turnout,” 
said Brooks.

“The members of our community were thrilled to see 
pickleball make the return,” she said. “Before reinstating 
the program, we had a lot of public interest and questions 
as to when the program would be able to return.”

Two courts are available in the community centre and are 
designed to play in singles or doubles. Currently, there 
are 54 people who hold a pickleball pass, required to at-
tend the drop-in program.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the program has not run 
since fall 2020. Proof of vaccination is required to enter 

the community centre, and participants are required to 
follow typical health and safety protocols.

“Most of the participants that attended the recent ses-
sions are returning players who already held a pickleball 
pass to play,” said Brooks, adding all skill levels are wel-
come, and no experience is necessary.

“The informal play of our pickleball program is designed 
to incorporate the mix of beginner, intermediate and ad-
vanced players.”

For those who may be new to pickleball or the Wilmot 
location, the township allows a first visit free so that play-
ers get a chance to try out the program at the facility. After 
that, a pickleball pass is needed, which can be purchased 
at the Wilmot Recreation Complex customer service desk.

Brooks said the township is looking to expand the pro-
gram and offer each timeslot weekly. They required two 
or more skilled candidates for each pickleball timeslot, 
interested in volunteering and becoming an Athletic En-
gagement Facilitator. For more information on the pro-
gram or job opening, contact Brooks at ashley.brooks@
wilmot.ca.

Community “thrilled” to see 
pickleball return to Wilmot
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COMMUNITY —

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

By Shonna Ward

The second Facebook Live ‘Green Car-
pet Event’ Oxford County 4-H Association 
Awards Night was held Friday, November 
19th. The in-person award presentation 
was at the Embro Zorra Community Cen-
tre, with Emcee John Drummond support-
ing the Brooksdale and Oxford Beef 4-H 
Clubs with organizing the special event for 
the 4-H youth and volunteers to be recog-
nized for their achievements. The youth 
and volunteers receiving awards/recogni-
tion were given a specific time to arrive. 
This year sponsors of the awards were 
able to attend the event to present their 
award to the members along with Oxford 
4-H presenters Dwight Hargreaves and 
Jack Danen (Chair and Vice-Chair Oxford 
County 4-H Association). Photographer for 
the event was Marian Sterk.

The evening started with Corteva Agri-
science of Woodstock making a donation to 
Oxford 4-H, with the funds being given to 
each 4-H project done in 2021 in the Ox-
ford 4-H program.

The new Terry Richardson Award was pre-
sented to Isabel Pike by Shirley and Sherry 
Richardson. This award was established by 
the Richardson family, "Terry Richardson 
dedicated his life to agriculture.... In recog-
nition of his memory, donations were made 
to Oxford 4-H to support youth in his com-
munity and a $250 scholarship has been 
created.”

The Norman Dickout Memorial Judging 

Awards were presented by Sandra Alyea, 
sister of Norman Dickout, to Samantha 
DeBruyn (Novice), Connor Tree (Junior), 
Jade Dill (Intermediate) and Nicole Danen 
(Senior and Overall). Each youth received 
a marble trophy recognizing their achieve-
ment.

The Janet Wilson Memorial Outstanding 
4-H Youth Awards were presented by Lau-
ra Green, sister of Janet Wilson, to Lexi Dill 
and Levi Dill (Novice), Jade Dill and Con-
nor Tree (Junior) and Nicole Danen and 
Brayden Tree (Intermediate). Each youth 
received a certificate and cheque.

Oxford County Plowmen’s Association 
Outstanding Senior Agricultural 4-H Youth 
Award will be presented to Taylor Buck-
rell as she was unable to attend. The Your 
Neighbourhood Credict Union Outstanding 
Overall Senior 4-H Youth Award was pre-
sented by Nancy Pingle, YNCU Woodstock 
Branch, to Jacob Van Boekel. Taylor and Ja-
cob each receive a certificate and cheque.

Jacob Van Boekel received the Oxford 
County 4-H Youth Graduating Award. It 
was a framed collage picture of memorable 
experiences in his 4-H youth career.

The 4-H Ontario Award of Achievement, 
sponsored by Gay Lea Foods Co-operative 
Ltd, was presented by Steve Veldman a Gay 
Lea Director, to Jade Dill and Ryan Ball. 
The 4-H Ontario Award of Achievement is 
presented to youth who have completed 24 
projects and five years in the 4-H program. 
Recipients received the new framed print 

painted by  Alison Sullivan, entitled “4-H 
Country”.

The Oxford County 4-H Project awards 
were presented to Lauren Ball, Amy 
Danen, Nicole Danen and Connor Tree for 
30 projects completed (set of 4 coasters). 
Kelly DeBruyn, Sarah Danen, Connor Tree 
and Brayden Tree received a wooden cut-
ting board for 36 projects completed. Ja-
cob Bergsma, Amanda Witmer and Connor 
Tree received a glass clock for 42 projects 
completed. Erin Shrigley and Connor Tree 
received a collage picture for 48 projects 
completed. Jade Dill received framed cer-
tificates for completing 60, 66, 72, 78 and 84 
projects completed.

Project of the Year Award was presented to 
the Batter Up Project done by the Hickson 
4-H Club. The award is based on points for 
youth and volunteers in the project who 
participate in events/opportunities beyond 
the project.   Recognition of the award is 
noted on a plaque and a cheque.

The Oxford County Junior Farmers 4-H 
Scholarship was presented to Erin Shrigley 
at her 4-H Club awards night as she was 
unable to attend the County 4-H Awards 
Night.

There were two Oxford 4-H volunteers 
recognized for their long-time involve-
ment with the 4-H program. Laura Green, 
25 years, with the Brooksdale 4-H Club re-
ceived a charcuterie board. Dean Karn, 30 
years, with the Ingersoll Kiwanis Dairy 4-H 
Club received a charcuterie board.

The New Outstanding 4-H Ontario Club 
Leader Award for Region 6 was awarded 
to Alison Buckrell with the Bonds Dairy 
4-H Club. This award is sponsored by Gay 
Lea Foods Co-operative Ltd and will be 
presented to Alison at the Oxford County 
4-H Association AGM January 26, 2022 as 
she was unable to attend the Awards Night 
event.

Other 4-H volunteers in Oxford to receive 
acknowledgement of their involvement in 
the 4-H program. First year volunteers—
Sarah McIntosh and Shawn Weir. Five 
years—Christy Brekelmans and Karen 
Karn and 15 years—T-J Richardson.

Dwight Hargreaves announced that the 
Oxford 4-H Clubs and individual donors 
raised $1200 for the Farm Credit Canada 
Drive Away Hunger campaign for 2021. Ar-
rangements to be made to present to FCC.

Kaitlyn McKay, Brooksdale 4-H Club vol-
unteer, thanked the photographer, Marian 
Sterk and emcee, John Drummond with a 
custom charcuterie board.

Oxford 4-H would like to thank their 
2021 sponsors: George Thornton Bequest 
Fund, Oxford Agropro Ltd, Corteva Agri-
science, Knoops Farm Service, Trouw Nu-
trition, FCC Club Fund Grant, Township of 
South-West Oxford, Zorra Township, Ox-
ford County Plowmen’s Association, Your 
Neighbourhood Credit Union, Ontario Mu-
tuals, Ross Wilson & Family, Secan, Russell 
& Bernice Dickout & Family and Richard-
son Family.

Oxford County 4-H Association Awards Night

Project of Year Award - Pictured from left, Jack, Jade, Lexi, Shonna, Levi. Overall Judging Award - Pictured from left, Jack, Nicole, Sandra.
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COMMUNITY —

Don’t get 
snowed in 
this winter
Book a winter stay with us! 
Stay warm, cozy, safe, active and 
social this winter. Enjoy life in our 
Village by playing billiards, attending 
a fitness class, having dinner with a 
new friend and then relaxing in the 
suite with a good book!

It’s all here for you!

Want to book? 
Call 519-576-2430,  
Christina x 8008 or Gillian x 8002

Retirement Apartments • Full Service Retirement Suites • Assisted Care • Memory Care • Long-term Care

695 Block Line Road, Kitchener 
schlegelvillages.com

WP_WinterStay_WillmotPost-ad.indd   1WP_WinterStay_WillmotPost-ad.indd   1 2021-11-19   4:25 PM2021-11-19   4:25 PM

By Amy Krug, ICC Clinical Counsellor 

Despite the divisive times we find our-
selves in, I believe there is one thing nearly 
all of us can agree on. Our nervous systems 
are getting more than their fair share  of 
wear and tear these days. With an apparent 
oversupply of unpleasantness, these times 
are an easy set-up for negative emotional 
feedback loops that lead to escalating levels 
of anxiety and stress. It is a natural human 
tendency to avoid or resist the unpleasant, 
to run away from our fears. We raid the 
cookie jar, or much worse, which just adds 
fuel to the fire. What we resist,  persists. 
This isn't good for our mental or physical 
health and, as a therapist and yoga teacher, 
I have found that many of us--myself  in-
cluded--become easily drained.  We  can't 
drink from an empty cup. Yet as caregivers, 
we keep on giving.

There is good news. Antidotes exist that 
help us break out of our negativity bias. In 
times like these, I am reminded of how 

deeply grateful I am for my meditation and 
yoga practice.   Extraordinary times call 
for extraordinary measures. I have need-
ed more than my mindfulness practice as 
a grounding tool at times. One practice 
I have found helpful this past year is  to 
purposefully  cultivate  joy and savor  the 
good. I started this intentional daily prac-
tice during the onset of the pandemic, It re-
fills my reserves and resets my compass by 
fostering a more balanced and healthy per-
spective.

So what exactly is this practice of savoring 
the good? On purpose, I  pause multiple 
times a day--including the moments I wake 
up and go to sleep--to take in something 
good. And I actively cultivate joy. It might 
be as simple as taking in the beautiful light 
as it filters through the Autumn coloured 
leaves outside my window, rejoicing in the 
ease of my breathing, recalling an aspi-
ration for  the day, savoring my dog’s gen-
tle snoring as we cuddle, or watching the 
steam gently rise off my morning coffee 

I pause in the moment, use my senses to 
help me rediscover joy, and fully immerse 
myself.

It is easy for me to get impatient and want 
to get back to whatever  'doing  needs do-
ing’. Thus, for the first month, I set a timer 
for one minute to support this practice.  I 
drop everything and allow myself to soak 
in the good. I give permission to my body, 
heart, and mind to be infused with joy 
and goodness.  This may sound trivial or 
simplistic  to intentionally do this. And,  in 
way it is. Which, in a way, is the beauty of 
it! It isn't difficult to do, and it offers a big 
return for little effort. That is, if we remem-
ber.

Take a pause right now  to reflect on this 
past week. And today. What has been your 
measure of stress and joy? Frustration 
and ease? If your gut sense is your scale 
is weighted toward the negative, I suggest 
you give this simple practice a try. Set an 
alarm for one minute every hour. Try to 

allow yourself a dozen one-minute "joy & 
goodness baths" each day. This, with prac-
tice, will become habit! I can say it has for 
me.

Cultivating joy and savoring the good is 
not about spiritual bypassing, numbing, 
and turning a blind eye away from one's 
measure of difficulty or pain.  It is quite 
the opposite.  The suffering, the difficult 
relationships, the  rage, sadness,  unpleas-
antness  don't disappear with this prac-
tice. Rather, intentionally savoring the 
good helps grow the inner resources--the 
muscle--needed to turn towards, and hold, 
whatever is in our lives, both pleasant and 
unpleasant,  with steadiness and compas-
sion.

A wonderful discovery I have arrived at 
is that  even amidst suffering, strife, loss, 
anger, grief, and fear, beauty and joy can 
always be found, in every moment, if we 
pause, let go and allow. Joy is a choice. 
Choose joy.

Cultivating Joy and Savouring the Good

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL 

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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By Veronica Reiner

The Provincial Junior Hockey League 
South Doherty division is looking con-
gested at the top. After a win against the 
New Hamburg Firebirds and a tie against 
the Tavistock Braves this past weekend, 
the Wellesley Applejacks are tied for first 
place with two other teams.

As things currently stand, the Woodstock 
Navy Vets are at the top (13 wins, 2 loss-
es, 2 overtime losses), followed by the Ap-
plejacks (13-2-1-1 tie), then the Tavistock 
Braves (13-3-1-1).

The action got started Friday, November 
26, at the neighbouring Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex, where the Applejacks took 
on the Firebirds, as discussed in a story 
published this week by Gord Mills.

“They’ve dropped off a little bit - they’re 
four points out of first place now,” said 

Applejacks President Terry Brick, of the 
Firebirds. “Then the league really drops 
off for the last three teams.”

There was no scoring in the first period 
on either side, with about four penalties 
on either side. It was Carson Wickie (Jus-
tin McCombs, Brett Allen) that drew first 
blood at 17:42 in the second stanza.

During the third period, a fight broke out 
between two players, and eight collective 
penalties were handed out at 12:15. This 
gave the Applejacks an opening that they 
took advantage of, with Jake Ertel (Owen 
Lee) capitalizing on a powerplay at 14:09. 
This resulted in a 2-0 win for the Apple-
jacks.

The game the next day saw Wellesley wel-
coming the Braves to the arena. “It was a 
really good game,” said Brick, adding that 
things were not looking good for the Ap-
plejacks at first.

“They outshot us 19-3 in the first period 
and outscored us 2-0 in the first, and then 
we tied it up in the second and early third,” 
said Brick. “So the first period it wasn’t 
close - in fact, we looked really bad.”

Tavistock scored at 2:42 in the first and 
again at 10:58. It wasn’t until the sec-
ond period that Wellesley finally got the 
chance to respond, with McCombs (Ertel, 
Brady Brezynskie) potting one at 6:56. 
There was mild roughhousing in this 
stanza, with a total of four penalties doled 
out on both sides.

It was again McCombs (Justin Zuber, Al-
len) who scored once again for Wellesley, 
30 seconds into the third period. Neither 
side got the chance to score when the final 
buzzer rang, which brought both teams 
into overtime.

There was one Wellesley penalty during 
the first overtime, but no scoring, which 

resulted in a 2-2 tie.

“I’m always shocked - I don’t think the 
players or anyone really understand how 
much goes into them playing on the ice,” 
said Brick. “The parents, the grandpar-
ents, the fans, the sponsors, the fundrais-
ing. On game day, we have people looking 
after the booth, gates, bars.

“There’s just so much that goes into it. I 
don’t think anyone sits down to think 
about it. I’m very thankful for everyone 
that does that for these players. Then 
these players, they have a huge commit-
ment too. There’s so much involvement 
from so many people for one hockey team.”

The Applejacks will have a rematch with 
the Braves at the Tavistock and District 
Recreation Centre on Friday, December 
3, followed by another rematch with the 
Firebirds the next day on home ice.

By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Braves seem to be making 
a habit of playing more free hockey than 
normal these days. Fortunately for them, 
they’re still on the plus side of things.

Tavistock played two more overtime 
games last weekend, skating to a 5-4 win 
over the visiting Norwich Merchants on 
Friday, Nov. 26. A night later in Wellesley, 
the Braves let a two-goal lead slip away 
as they had to settle for a 2-2 tie with the 
Applejacks.

Sticking with the ‘nothing comes easy 
against Norwich’ theme, Tavistock had to 
find a way to subdue what should’ve been 
an easy foe. Owen Rahn put the Braves up 

1-0 with the only goal of the first, while 
Nathan Bartlett and Ryan Donat tallied in 
the second to keep the home side a goal 
up after 40 minutes.

But like they had to in their previous 
meeting with the Merchants, Tavistock 
had to find a way to come from behind 
in the third to force overtime. Norwich 
scored twice in the middle part of the 
third to surge to a 4-3 lead with 6:41 left 
in the game. Donat’s second goal of the 
game bailed the Braves out with just 50 
seconds left in regulation. Josh Helgerman 
then put the game away when he scored 
two minutes into the overtime period.

Helgerman, Drew Gerth (2), Connor Otto 
(2), Zach Gladding, Luke Fanjoy, Nathan 

Yeck, Ryan Suljak and Christian Berg-
mann added assists in the win, while Tarin 
Pennington stopped 28 of 32 shots for the 
win. Norwich’s Carver Monroe had 32 
saves on 37 shots in defeat.

Goals proved to be at a premium the next 
night in Wellesley, as Tavistock grabbed 
theirs early and then found no puck luck 
for the next 50-plus minutes. Ian Glend-
inning and Donat found the twine for the 
Braves to give them a 2-0 lead after one 
period. Justin McCombs replied with both 
for Wellesley, including the game-tying 
marker with just 30 seconds left and the 
‘Jacks on a powerplay.

The goalies took it from there, as the 
Braves’ Jeffrey Kernichan stopped a to-

tal of 27 shots (2 in overtime) for the 
tie. Wellesley’s Frank Boal made 36 total 
saves, with three coming in OT.

Nobody has time to rest, as the rematch 
goes on Friday, Dec. 3, at the Tavistock and 
District Recreation Centre (7:30 p.m.). The 
Braves head to Burford on Saturday night 
for a clash with the still-winless Bulldogs. 
The puck drops at 7:20 p.m.

NOTES: The Woodstock Navy Vets moved 
into a first-place tie with Wellesley, as the 
Vets (13-2-2-0) and Applejacks (13-2-1-1) 
have as many points as the Braves (13-3-
1-1) but have both played one fewer game; 
Drew Gerth continues to lead the Braves 
with 29 pointes (13 goals, 16 assists), put-
ting him tied for 11th in PJHL scoring.

SPORTS —

It was an action packed night on Saturday, November 27, which eventually saw the Tavistock Braves and  Wellesley Applejacks tie 2-2. These two teams are now tied for first place at the 
top of the PJHL South Doherty division standings, along with the Woodstock Navy Vets. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

One tie, one win for the Applejacks

Braves keep working overtime

Wellesley currently tied for first place with two other teams

Tavistock beats Merchants before drawing against Applejacks
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By Gord Mills

The next home game is always a highlight 
of the season. On Friday, December 3, it 
is the Teddy Bear toss sponsored by the 
Township of Wilmot, seeing our Firebirds 
versus the Woodstock Navy Vets.

We are expanding this year’s collection to 
include mittens, socks and toques as well 
as Teddy Bears to be donated to Wilmot 
Family Resource Center. We ask that all 
items donated be wrapped in a plastic bag. 
Please come out to support and cheer on 
your Firebirds.

The previous weekends saw Wellesley 
make the trip down Nafziger Road with 
their sights set on a win at the Nest in front 
of another great crowd. The Firebirds fell 
0-2 in the end. The first period provid-
ed lots of exciting tight play, but nothing 
produced on the scoreboard. There were 
lots of chances, but both team’s defensive 
game was strong. With the first period 
ending in a 0-0 score, there was excite-
ment in the air.

The second period had the Jacks sup-
ply the first of the game with a Carson 

Wickie goal set up by McCombs and Al-
len. The Firebirds kept the pressure on in 
the 2nd, but Wellesley’s netminder Frank 
Boal stood tall. With the third period, New 
Hamburg continued their offensive game, 
but a powerplay marker from the Jack’s 
Jake Ertel pushed the score to 2-0. This 
ended up being the final score for the 
match, sealing the Wellesley win. Shots 
on goal for the game New Hamburg 43- 
Wellesley 34.

The second game of the weekend sent the 
Birds back to Burford for a match with the 
Bulldogs. New Hamburg emerged victori-
ous, 6-0.

The first period was scoreless, with the 
Birds providing lots of chances. The sec-
ond period had the Birds lighting up the 
scoreboard. New Hamburg notched three 
goals in the second period. Cedrik Roth 
grabbed the first with helpers from Barr 
and Reid. The next two goals were both 
scored by Alexandr Potop with a pair of 
assists to Benko and singles to Mark and 
Kraemer. The third saw the Birds on the 
powerplay with Owen Bruder grabbing a 
goal set up by Kraemer and George. The 

second powerplay marker was a goal 
from Kyle Kraemer setup by Bruder and 
George. The final goal of the evening was 
from Matt Domm with helpers to George 
and Vale. New Hamburg’s Jake Durrer 

earned the win with a shutout. Final score 
New Hamburg 6-0 over Burford.

Hope to see you next Friday for lots of 
great Firebird action. Go Birds Go!

SPORTS —

U18 Tavistock Titans 
are champs in Paris

Firebirds instruct the 
New Hamburg Huskies

It was a memorable weekend for the U-18 Tavistock Titans as they claimed the champion-
ship at last weekend's Art Coombs Memorial rep tournament in Paris, Ontario. They went 
undefeated in four games to claim the title. Pictured, front row, left to right: Justin Roth and 
Zach Roth. Second row left to right: Carter Roth, Nathan Brenneman “C”, Bo Schurink, Pete 
McIntosh, Connor Readman. Back row: Liam Banwell, Cam Munro, Ayden Wilkins, Carter 
Arseneau, Brady Raymer, Sam Owen, Nick Raymer, Dylan West, Carter Otto, Connor Roth, 
Owen Polisario. Coaches include on left Trevor Sauder, Devin Kropf, Nick Quehl, and head 
coach Mackenzie Kalbfleisch. On right is trainer Kyle Debus.  

Firebirds players Jake Durrer, Tyler Reid, Cedrik Roth, and Owen Bruder protect the net 
during the game against the Burford Bulldogs on Saturday, November 27. (Photo contributed)

Two Firebirds players participated in a New Hamburg Huskie minor Atom practice as guest 
instructors. Pictured are Zach Mark and Kyle Kraemer with Atoms player Zachary Hohl. 
(Photo contributed)

Firebirds hosting annual Teddy Bear toss next game
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PROPERTIES 
NEEDED!

Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock and 
surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling and would like to know 
what your house is worth in today’s active real estate market, or if you would like 
more information on any property listed “FOR SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, 
Sales Representative at either 
Bus: 519-273-4400 or Res: 519-655-2548 
or email mseby@rogers.com.

Let my experience work for you!

Serving Tavistock, Stratford and area since 1994

Trust Sandra for all your 
real estate needs!

SANDRA EBY
Sales Representative 

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

 519-462-2259 • 462-2947
4 miles south of Tavistock

on Hwy. 59

California 
Oranges & Red 

Grapefruit
Variety of apples available. Also cider, fresh 

local produce, honey, jams and preserves. 
Fraser Fir Wreaths and gift baskets.

SPORTS —

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Dec. 3 -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT RECREATION CENTRE

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS HESPELER SHAMROCKS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

Warm clothing drive a "huge success"

The U11 Atom A New Hamburg Huskies warm clothing drive this past weekend was a "huge 
success," according to event organizer Nicky Schroder. The group delivered more than 30 
large bags full of new and gently used winter wear - including jackets, pants, boots, hats, 
and mitts - to the Wilmot Family Resource Centre Monday afternoon, November 29. Schrod-
er thanked the support of "a wonderful community." (Photos contributed)
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Finally, after two years on hold, it 
is that time of year ago. Friends 
and neighbours are heading 
down south, to spend the colder 
months in warmer climes. And 
this year, packed amongst their 
essentials, they’re all carrying 
COVID vaccination documenta-
tion and passports, and most of 
them have pickleball bats and 
golf clubs.

And for every golfing fan, there’s 
a destination in Florida you re-
ally should visit: the World Golf 
Hall of Fame, near the historic 
Florida city of St. Augustine.

I realize that most golfers would 
argue we would rather be playing 
than spending time in a muse-
um-like hall of fame. And, in fact, 
you can play at the Hall of Fame – 
there are two public courses, one 
named in honour of the Slammer 
& Squire (Sam Snead and Gene 
Sarazen), and the other – King 
& Bear – the only course in ex-
istence co-designed by Arnold 
Palmer and Jack Nicklaus.

So yes, you can play. But you 
probably won’t have time – you’ll 
be captured by the very personal 
exhibits in the Hall itself.

There are currently 164 mem-
bers of the World Golf Hall of 
Fame. A few are added every two 
years – to be inducted in March 
2022, are the newest honourees, 
including players Tiger Woods 
and Susie Maxwell Berning, 
along with former PGA Tour 
Commissioner Tim Finchem, and 
ground-breaking course archi-
tect and player, Marion Hollins.

The Hall includes several large 
galleries, including one – “Honor-
ing the Legacy” – celebrating the 
rare and important players who 
were African-Americans. It’s a 
powerful exhibit. The golfers fea-
tured in the exhibit include many 
who were barred from competing 
in the PGA despite their contri-
bution to the game. Golf course 
designer Joseph M. Bartholomew 
was banned from playing on the 
courses he designed.

The program says that the exhib-
it “celebrates the achievements 
of African-Americans in their 
contributions to golf… [and] The 
exhibition charts the struggles 
and successes of African-Ameri-
cans as they mark their place in 
the annals of golf history from 
the 19th century into the new 
millennium.”

It wasn’t easy, and it wasn’t quick. 
Fans of the Masters might be 
surprised to learn that Augusta 
National did not invite its first 
African-American member to 
join until 1990! Women members 
were not allowed until August 
2012! The first African-American 
golfer to play Augusta is one of 
the men honoured in the exhibit 
– Lee Elder, who competed in the 
Masters in 1975.

The central sculpture is an in-
triguing work – it mirrors the he-

lix that is both the progression 
of a perfect golf swing, and the 
structure of a DNA strand. It in-
cludes 14 steps, each except the 
top step holding a statue of one 
African-American golfer, starting 
with John Shippen, the first Afri-
can-American to play in the U.S. 
Open Championship (in 1896, 
before rules banning Black play-
ers were more strictly enforced), 
and ending with Tiger Woods. 
The top step is left empty – wait-
ing for the next Black golfer to 
make an impact.

There are many more exhibition 
areas, each a cornucopia of his-
toric golf artifacts and stories. 
But for me, the two rooms that 
demand the most attention are 
“Honouring the Legacy” and the 
Locker Room. Every member 
of the World Golf Hall of Fame 
has been assigned a locker with 
a Plexiglass front, and each can 
put whatever they or their fami-
lies choose, into that space.

Some of the items are solemnly 
significant – like Charlie Sifford’s 
PGA Tour Card; he was the first 
African-American to earn his 
card. South African golfer Re-
tief Goosen placed a shredded 
outfit in his locker, a memento 
of being struck by lightning on a 
golf course. Betsy King (who won 
six majors and 34 LPGA tourna-
ments) provided a family Bible 
open to Titus 3:15.

Some are fun. Phil Mickelson’s 
locker memorabilia includes a ta-
ble tennis bat, and legendary golf 
course designer Pete Dye con-
tributed a pair of muddy boots.

Jack Nicklaus – perhaps the fin-
est golfer ever – has an old, green 
golf bag and full set of clubs, 
which he used from 1961 to 1967, 

winning 28 Tour events, includ-
ing seven majors. Arnold Palm-
er’s locker is stuffed with hats, 
gloves, tees, balls, and his golf 
bag and clubs from a Ryder Cup.

The Hall of Fame includes ce-
lebrities who, although not pro-
fessional golfers, loved the game 
– like Bob Hope, Dinah Shore 
and Bing Crosby. Hope’s lock-
er includes his plus-fours, and 
a hole-in-one certificate, along 
with much else.

Canadians are thin on the ground 
in the Locker Room – our sole 
fellow citizen in the Hall of Fame 
is Marlene Stewart Streit.

But you will meet historical fig-

ures like Old Tom Morris, to 
modern stars like Tiger Woods. 
Bobby Jones has a locker here; 
so does Bernhard Langer. You’ll 
find Nancy Lopez, Greg Norman, 
Ernie Els, Judy Rankin, Lee Tre-
vino, Babe Zaharias, Gary Play-
er, Chi Chi Rodriguez and many 
more.

And you’ll also find that time has 
flown by as you spend time get-
ting to know so many icons of the 
game of golf.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Meeting golfing greats in a locker room

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL —

New World Golf Hall of Fame inductee Tiger Woods, in a media scrum 
(Photo by Paul Knowles)

The World Golf Hall of Fame, near St. Augustine, Florida (World Golf Hall of Fame Photo)
"Honoring the Legacy", marking the achievements – and struggles – of African-American 
golfers (World Golf Hall of Fame Photo).
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COMMUNITY —

Letters to SantaLetters to Santa
Hey Kids!Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO SANTA!SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO SANTA!
Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of the Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of the 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.
Deadline to submit your letters is Deadline to submit your letters is 

Monday, December 6, 2021.Monday, December 6, 2021.
Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or Please email your letter to info@wilmotpost.ca or 

tavistockgazette@rogers.comtavistockgazette@rogers.com

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

“A hidden gem”“A hidden gem”

Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order

www.mariochangchicken.ca
mariochangchicken

Getting into the spirit of Christmas

These colourful scenes could be found all around Wellesley village, including this decorative house on Ferris Drive (top left), “Seasons Gettings,” along with lights near the pond in the 
park (top right), and reindeer, Santa, and other creative cutouts next to the local Esso service centre and gas station (bottom right). (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

About 60 participants in Wellesley Jingle Run

The Jingle Run in Wellesley was considered a success by event organizers, with about 60 participants showing up at Wellesley Public School for the event on Sunday, November 28. The 
event was Christmas-themed, raising $1,335 for the newly proposed Wellesley Township Recreation Complex. Co-coordinator Carrie Harman said the Jingle Run is a go-ahead next year, 
and if anyone is interested they can email carrieharman29@gmail.com. (Photos contributed)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2021
December 3rd

Blood Clinic

Linwood Community Centre. 
5279 Ament Line. Booking 
times available on blood.ca 
from about 4 p.m. until about 
8 p.m.

December 4th

Baden Santa Clause Parade

From 12 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
Hosted by the Baden Optimist 
Club with the support of the 
Baden District Chamber of 
Commerce. Representatives 
from the Optimist Club will be 
collecting food for the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre and 
letters for Santa that day.

December 4th

New Dundee Reverse Santa 
Clause Parade

Hosted by the New Dundee 

Community Centre from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The Optimist 
Club of New Dundee will be 
handing out special treats in 
a COVID friendly way. Non 
perishable food items and toys 
will be collected for the Wilm-
ot Family Resource Centre.

December 4th

Wilmot Seniors Workshop 
Christmas Craft Sale; 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Wilmot Seniors 
Woodworking and Craft Cen-
tre, 27 Beck St., Baden. Cur-
rent Covid protocols will be 
in place.  www.wilmotsenior-
sworkshop.ca

December 5th

Live Nativity at Queen’s Park

Hosted by Tavistock Ministe-
rial at 4:30 p.m. Come and join 
area churches as they tell the 
Christmas story with live an-

imals and characters. Enjoy a 
carol sing-along, hot chocolate 
and cookies.

December 10

Christmas Tyme in Wellesley

Floats may start lining up 
at Wellesley PS at 5:30 p.m. 
for last minute preparations. 
Leaving school at 6:45 p.m. 
west on Queen’s Bush, left 
onto Nafziger, left onto Maple 
Leaf, and ending at the Com-
munity Centre.

December 10th, 11th

Wellesley Christmas Market

Wellesley Community Centre 
Centre, 1,000 Maple Street. 
$10 vendor fee plus insurance. 
December 10th, 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. December 11th, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Contact wellesleymar-
ket@gmail.com.

December 11th

Fundraiser: Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol.

Free, online pre-recorded dra-
matic reading of Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol, along 
with some seasonal tunes, 
broadcast on Facebook. Free 
will donations can be made at 
www.terryfox.ca/wilmotchrist-
mascarol.

December 13th

Blood Donation Event

Steinmann Mennonite 
Church, 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West, New Hamburg. Booking 
times available on blood.ca 
from about 2 p.m. until about 
8 p.m.

December 13th

Anything But Merry

Free, virtual session about 

coping with grief around the 
holidays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
hosted by the Woolwich Coun-
selling Centre and Bereaved 
Families of Ontario

December 15th

Become a Nith Valley Eco 
Booster Youth Advocate

From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Help 
your school become a climate 
change leader by joining the 
Nith Valley EcoBoosters Youth 
Advocates. For more info, visit 
www.nvecoboosters.com.

December 25th

Christmas Day Dinner

The Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre and local churches are 
providing a Christmas Day 
Dinner on December 25th. 
Call 519-662-2731 to register.
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CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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Weekly Quiz Answers
1) The Severn 
2) The kneecap 
3) Took ill 
4) Joseph Stalin  
5) Roulette  
6) John Lennon 

7) Chuck Yeager 
8) 100 
9) The King 
10) Carbon 
Dioxide

CLASSIFIED ADS
Buy sell or trade: All sports cards, hockey, 
baseball etc. Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. 
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814

Seeking tenant: SEEKING THE IDEAL 
TENANT FOR THE FORMER TAVISTOCK 
GAZETTE BUILDING! If you’re looking for 
office, retail or other commercial space, or 
an amazing live/work location, consider 119 
Woodstock Street South in Tavistock (the 
former Gazette building). Various options 
possible. Contact me to tour the property or 
discuss your idea. Nicole Langlois: nicolelan-
gloisconsulting@gmail.com; 519-998-9724.

Submit your classified to us by calling 
519-655-2341 or emailing info@wilmotpost.ca 
or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s 
(He wants this bolded) Jazz, Rock, Alternative, 
Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750

Tel: 519-214-0286    Fax: 519-214-0282   

WATERLOO NOTARIES
NOTARIAL AND COMMISSIONING SERVICES

Serving Kitchener/Waterloo    Wilmot (Surrounding Areas)    Virtual
waterloonotaries.cakris@waterloonotaries.ca

KRISHNA “KRIS” BADRINARAYAN
A Notary in and for the Province of Ontario

Services: Notarize and cer�fying all documents, including but not limited 
to, Wills, POA, Travel le�ers, court, business and financial documents, 
Commissioning an Oath or declara�on of all legal documents. 

Baden resident

CORRECTION: 
The Celebration of Christmas Concert at Grace Unit-
ed, with Hannah Thomas, will be Wednesday Dec 8th 
from 7-8.30  NOT Dec 5th.
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

SUBSCRIBERS NOTICE
YOU WILL NOTICE THIS WEEK THAT THERE 

IS COLOUR ON YOUR LABEL
Green -  You are paid up 

Orange - This is the month of your expiry
Red - You are past due. Let us know if you are  

renewing as soon as possible

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek@xplornet.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

Nathan Brenneman
Owner / Operator

Nathan@BrennemanElectric.ca Residential • Commercial
519-404-2130 Industrial • Agricultural
www.BrennemanElectric.ca ECRA/ESA 7009984

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST

ADAM SPYLO
Sales Representative

519.741.4880 Cell • 519.570.4447 Office
teamspylorealty@gmail.com

PAVESTONESMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
Repairs to all makes/models 
of Riding and Push Mowers, 

Rototillers, Trimmers, 
Snowblowers, Chainsaws, etc. 

including Commercial and Farm
Reasonable rates, free Pickup and Delivery. 
Reconditioned equipment sales with "All Inclusive" 60 
day warranty.

RANDY’S REPAIR SERVICE
Hickson 519-462-2739 • Cell 226-228-2739

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE

COFFEE DELIVERY

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.655.2322
Tavistock Community Health, 80 Maria St., Tavistock

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Order Snapping Turtle coffee 
beans and k-cups for free 
delivery in Tavistock

Email tavistockgazette@rogers.com 
for more details

Main office: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys  
519-284-2332 • www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Deadline for all upcoming 
advertisements is  

MONDAY AT 10AM of the week 
the ad is to be run! 

Any ads submitted after 
MAY NOT MAKE IT IN!  
Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: 
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 

COULD BE YOURS 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 

519-6555-2341

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

MAPLE SYRUP  

2021 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


