
By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot does not current-
ly have a specific protocol in guiding how 
telecommunications tower proposals are re-
viewed and approved.

This has been an ongoing point of discus-
sion in the township since October 18, when 
a Petersburg resident, Damien McDonald, 
delivered a presentation advocating for a lo-
cal policy to be put in place.

After the presentation, council supported 
a motion put forward by Ward 1 Councillor 
Angie Hallman, which asked the depart-
ment of Development Services to submit a 
report on the matter. The report was crafted 
by Director of Development Ser- vices Har-
old O’Krafka, and presented at a December 
6 virtual meeting.

During this meeting, council members made 
several suggestions to implement a protocol. 
After a half-hour conversation with O’Kraf-
ka and Manager of Planning and Economic 
Development Andrew Martin, councillors 
eventually decided not to change the status 
quo.

Background information

Industry Canada (Innovation Science and 
Economic Development Canada, or ISED) 
regulates telecommunication towers on the 
federal level, which are exempt from local 
zoning bylaws and building permit require-
ments.

Because of this, new towers can be pro-
posed almost anywhere, including residen-
tial zones, environmentally sensitive areas, 
heritage corridors, and prime agricultural 
land, without the standard level of municipal 
oversight that typically applies to a project 
of its size.

The proposals default to the streamlined 

By Nigel Gordijk

At the Dec. 6 Township of Wilmot coun-
cil meeting, Manager of Planning and 
Economic Development Andrew Martin 
presented details of a zone change appli-
cation for 66 Hincks St. in New Hamburg, 
filed by Skyline Commercial Real Estate 
Holdings Inc. and GSP Group Inc.

The Development Services report stat-
ed, “The lands are currently designated 
Light Industrial in the Township Official 
Plan and are zoned Zone 10 (Industrial) 
within the Township Zoning By-law 83-
38, as amended.”

Until recently, several businesses oper-
ated at 66 Hincks St., including Magnus-
sen Home Furnishings, Personally Fit, 
and Ontario Drive and Gear. The appli-
cant is seeking to have the land rezoned 
from commercial to allow for a residen-
tial development of up to 66 staggered 
town homes.

This was council’s first opportunity to 
discuss the plans during a public meet-
ing. In an interview with The Gazette 
earlier this year, Martin said he allows 
as much time as possible for council and 
residents to consider the data, and that 
council isn’t expected to make a decision 
when he presents his initial report. 

“It provides that opportunity to discuss 
and ask questions, have council hear the 
concerns, and let that information be di-
gested before a decision has to be made. 
There’s an opportunity to go back and 
digest that information and come back to 
council with a summary,” he said at the 
time.

A separate zone application for a 32-unit 
rental development on Snyder’s Road in 
Baden was approved by council later in 
the Dec. 6 meeting, after first being dis-

cussed at the May 17 council meeting.

Although a final decision won’t be made 
for several months, local residents have 
already made their opposition to the 
Hincks St. plan known. The report con-
tained a petition with over 160 signa-
tures, including 99 from New Hamburg 
residents. Martin said in an email that 
more pages of signatures were added 
since the report was written.

Residents also shared their objections in 
letters to the Township. The most com-
mon concerns were the impact of in-
creased traffic, the loss of a viable com-

mercial space, and the appropriateness 
of the proposed development within the 
existing neighbourhood. 

Kevin Muir, from GSP Group, and Zac 
Zehr, from Zehr Group, delegated on be-
half of the applicant. Both pointed out 
that planning is at a very early stage, and 
Zehr described the appearance of the 
development as “modern Scandinavian 
design”.

Despite the numerous petition signa-
tories and letters of opposition, only 
one member of the public appeared as 
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a delegation at the meeting. Mike Lucas 

said the development will be “very intru-
sive in our backyard,” and he suggested 
a two-storey development, instead of the 

proposed three.

The application will return to council for 

further discussion and a decision at a yet-
to-be-determined date.

By Nigel Gordijk

In mid-October, Kitchener Waterloo Com-
munity Foundation (KWCF) published its 
Vital Signs report, which found that hous-
ing stock in the region isn’t keeping pace 
with current growth, let alone future pro-
jections.

Wilmot’s population of 21,800 is expected 
to increase by 6,200 in the next 10 years. 
The township is already experiencing 
some growing pains as it balances that 
evolution with the desire to retain its rural 
character.

“When I look at the number of homes that 
are on the market in Waterloo Region this 
morning, there are only 90 properties list-
ed under $500,000,” said local realtor Ali-
son Willsey, when she was interviewed by 
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette in October.

None of those 90 listings was in Wilmot.

“It makes it really difficult for those that 
are middle class to lower income to be able 
to get into the market.”

Some of Willsey’s clients are moving out of 
Waterloo region to Woodstock, Ingersoll, 
Mitchell and Stratford.

“People aren’t afraid to drive if they can 
find something affordable. With working 
from home, that has certainly changed 
the dynamics for a lot of people because 
they’re willing to go further out of the 
area,” she said.

She thinks that exodus will have a dramat-
ic effect on the character of the communi-
ty as the adult children of lifelong Wilmot 
residents are looking outside the township 
for a new home.

Seniors are also struggling to find some-
where suitable to live, said Willsey.

“What are they going to buy if they sell 
their big homes? In 15 years, I’m going to 
be at the age where I’m going to be think-
ing, okay, where am I going to be downsiz-
ing to?”

Marie Voisin owns The Imperial in New 
Hamburg, which contains 12 single-bed-
room rental apartments. “I built it specifi-
cally for seniors,” she said.

Her first tenants arrived in 2016, and she’s 
never had to advertise vacancies. “In the 
last two years, there have been 21 peo-
ple on the waiting list. People are always 
emailing or calling.”

Voisin decided to buy and renovate the 
19th century building while researching a 

book about local history that she’s writing.

“I was going into the older homes in New 
Hamburg. So many of them were owned by 
either widows or widowers, and there were 
these huge houses with astronomical heat-
ing bills, and no cash. So, they wanted to 
downsize, (but) they had no place to go to 
in town.”

She thinks there’s a substantial local 
market for more senior-friendly housing. 
“(They) are in a category all by themselves 
because they have difficulty in walking, 
so they need something that’s accessible. 
They like going outside and doing errands. 
That’s why they should be downtown. New 
Hamburg is perfect for seniors.”

“I expect that almost every municipali-
ty shares the concern that they currently 
lack sufficient affordable housing, and that 
many first-time buyers and many seniors 
downsizing have limited options,” said 
Harold O’Krafka, Wilmot’s Director of De-
velopment Services.

Provincial policies allow for secondary or 
additional units in existing homes, and 
that can potentially create more rental ac-
commodation. “There’s no guarantee that 
the rents charged for those units would be 
considered affordable,” he cautioned.

O’Krafka’s noticed that existing residents 
are often resistant to change, such as re-
placing an older single dwelling with mul-

tiple semi-detached units, redeveloping 
sites with affordable homes along Wilmot’s 
bus route #77, or including medium-den-
sity housing forms, such as townhomes, 
within new greenfield developments.

“For its part, the Township has made a con-
certed effort to promote and support inten-
sification and densification,” he said.

Wilmot’s new residential property growth 
is in Baden and New Hamburg, where full 
municipal water and sewer services are 
available.

In 2018, the provincial government intro-
duced Inclusionary Zoning, which gave 
municipalities the authority to require 
low- and medium-income housing to be 
included in every new development. That 
policy was scaled back in 2019, and now 
that zoning can only be applied in Major 
Transit Station Areas, of which there are 
none in Wilmot.

Trisha Robinson, the executive director 
of the Wilmot Family Resource Centre 
(WFRC), has seen an increase in the num-
ber of locals who are dealing with home-
lessness.

“Anything that happens in the city happens 
here. It’s just hidden. We have people couch 
surfing, staying in tents, staying in motels. 
People who’ve been on the housing waitlist 
for a long time are frustrated, and we don’t 
know how to help them. This is one of the 

things that keeps me up at night.”

Like Willsey, Robinson wants residents to 
be able to remain where they have roots.

“I believe if people want to stay in their 
community, where their supports are, 
where they feel that they belong, they 
should be allowed to do that.”

Rural development and planning consul-
tant Kristine Allison is assisting WFRC 
with research projects, and she’s written 
a Wilmot Housing Needs Assessment. She 
said the area needs more housing, but that 
can mean conflict with residents who don’t 
want any rural growth.

“There’s this undertone that rural com-
munities should stay the way they are. 
People need affordable housing in their 
community, and it’s out of their reach. The 
upper-middle class are being pushed out 
of the housing market right now, so what 
about people who don’t have enough mon-
ey to even enter the market?”

WFRC is leading a new initiative, the Wil-
mot Affordable Housing Collaboration, 
which includes builders and realtors. Its 
goal is to create integrated communities 
and move away from NIMBYism, said Al-
lison.

“We see this very much as a community 
approach that needs to take place. We all 
need to work together to address the hous-
ing issue.”

Continued from page 1
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By Nancy Silcox 

Baden born-and-raised Mike Bechthold 
learned as a boy to love military air-
planes. His grandfather gladly provid-
ed him the opportunity. A Second World 
War veteran himself, Grandpa kept a 
bookshelf in his home, which held all 
sorts of fascinating stuff about The 
Great War and World War II.

“So when I went to visit my grandpar-
ents, I usually holed up with his books, 
and read and read and read,” Mike re-
calls fondly.

Summer airshows and building airplane 
models brought realism to his leisure 
reading.

Mike’s fascination with war machines—
particularly airplanes such as Spitfires, 
Sopwiths and Lancasters—and with 
them the brave men who flew them—
only deepened when he entered Grade 
12 at Waterloo Oxford District Second-
ary School. He’d signed up for History 
teacher Phil Werstine’s popular World 
History course.

“I loved the course, and Mr. Werstine 
was the best. I know a number of class-
mates who went on to study history at 
university because of that class.”

Heading on to Wilfrid Laurier’s History 
program, Mike found the perfect Wer-
stine doppleganger in Professor Ter-
ry Copp. Copp was widely-regarded as 
Canada’s leading academic specialist of 
World War II.

During his MA studies in History, Mike 
began working as Copp’s teaching as-
sistant. It was a role that involved much 
more than marking student essays and 
leading tutorials.

Professor Copp had founded the Laurier 
Centre for Military Strategic and Disar-
mament Studies (LCMSDS) in the late 
1980’s.

The organization’s mandate was to “fos-
ter research, education, and discussion 
of historical and contemporary conflict.”

Graduate student Mike Bechthold was 
keen to jump on board. His first assign-
ment was to work with the Copp-found-
ed The Canadian Military History Jour-
nal. Beginning his association doing 
research and contributing articles, Mike 
eventually served as Managing Editor of 
the journal.

And rewarded for his abilities, scholar-

ship and enthusiasm, he was offered the 
honour of teaching undergraduate Mili-
tary History courses on campus.

One of the Laurier Centre for Military 
Strategic and Disarmament Studies most 
popular and visible initiatives was de-
veloping and leading tours for students, 
teachers and other interested parties 
to the European battle sites where Ca-
nadians had served during both world 
wars. Among them were Normandy and 
Dieppe in France, and sites in Holland.

Mike Bechthold was soon conscripted to 
come on board as an assistant on those 
tours. While his memories of these trib-
utes to Canadians who gave their lives 
to war are many, one stands out.

“On one tour, we had a veteran with us 
who had served with the South Sas-

katchewan Regiment, and he’d partici-
pated in Dieppe Raid of 1942. We stood 
with him at the small bridge in Puys, 
France, while he told us all about his ex-
periences on that same bridge 60 years 
earlier.”

“Those memories had included watch-
ing his commanding officer repeatedly 
crossing that bridge leading his soldiers 
who were under heavy enemy fire.” Mike 
notes that for that act of bravery, the 
officer had been awarded the Victoria 
Cross.

While working full-time at the Military 
Centre, Bechthold began his Ph.D. stud-
ies through the University of New South 
Wales in Canberra, Australia. He earned 
his doctorate in 2014.

Toiling over the Canadian Military His-

tory journal, Mike had become aware 
of the scarcity of good, detailed maps 
in military books and journals. “So I set 
about to teach myself cartography,” he 
volunteers.

And while he admits that his first efforts 
at precise, accurate map-making needed 
improvement, since then, studied work 
and inborn spatial talents have earned 
him praise from other military authors 
who have hired him to produce maps for 
their own books and articles.

Marc Milner, Professor Emeritus of His-
tory at the University of New Brunswick 
Centre calls Mike Bechthold “the best in 
the business when it comes to military 
maps and graphics--clear, accurate, and 
easy-to-understand.”

Another fan calls him “one of Canada’s 
finest historians, and unquestionably 
the finest military cartographer working 
in Canada today.”

But accurate and polished map-making 
in scholarly journals was scarce substi-
tute for writing his own books. In his 
book Flying to Victory, based on his doc-
toral dissertation, Mike highlights the 
career of Raymond Collishaw, one of 
Canada’s greatest Great War aces.

He has also co-authored a number of 
edited collections, along with a series 
of visitor guides to the Canadian battle-
fields of the Second World War. These 
include Canadian Battlefields in Nor-
mandy, and Canadian Battlefields in 
Belgium, Netherlands and Germany.

Looking back over a 25-year career, 
entrenched in Canadian military histo-
ry, Mike Bechthold names his proudest 
moment as co-hosting the June 6, 2019 
CTV National News broadcast with Lisa 
LaFlamme and General (retired) Roméo 
Dallaire. The “D-Day Remembered: The 
75th Anniversary,” broadcast, live from 
Juno Beach, was awarded the 2020 Ca-
nadian Screen Award for Best Live News 
Special.

“It was amazing to meet all the Canadi-
an veterans who travelled to Norman-
dy for that anniversary,” Mike recalls. 
“I can only hope that I’m as mobile and 
quick-witted as they are when I reach 
95!”

No doubt Mike Bechthold’s early influ-
encers would be proud too!

Baden resident Mike Bechtold said one of his proudest moments over his 25-year career 
was co-hosting a CTV National News broadcast with Lisa LaFlamme and General Roméo 
Dallaire, pictured here The segment, “D-Day Remembered: The 75th Anniversary” won the 
2020 Canadian Screen Award for Best Live News Special. 
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OPINION —

Yes, it really is that time of year. It 
is when my dear late wife would 
co-op me to provide the muscle 
for mixing our annual Christ-
mas cake. Some preparation was 
needed beforehand, like visiting 
our favourite store to buy the 
special ingredients which would 
be part of our product.

Before the actual batter prepara-
tion, we would bring out our loaf 
pans, each about eight by four 
inches and three inches deep. If 
memory is correct, we had about 
five or six of them. Each then was 
carefully lined with heavy kraft 
paper to make it easy to remove 
the baked loaves.

Next was the roasting pan, the 
size we would normally use for 
roasting a turkey. Into this went 
the ingredients, one by one or 
together as the recipe showed. 
The mixing was done with a 
large spoon that had served that 
same purpose for decades, worn 
smooth by use. Of course, the 
spoon needed my arm for stir-
ring and ensuring a good mix 
of everything that went into 
the cakes. What a sense of par-
ticipation that was, making me 

feel grateful for being part of 
this creative project. Our recipe 
would be for what we would call 
a white Christmas cake. We did 
have one as well for a dark cake, 
but white was our favourite.

Once all ingredients were in and 
very thoroughly mixed, the big 
spoon was used to scoop the bat-
ter up and pat it down into the 
pans. When all was done, guess 
who got to lick the spoon? Next, 
of course, was placing the pans 
into the oven, which had been 
previously set to the right tem-
perature. As baking progressed 
slowly, the beautiful scent of bak-
ing filled the kitchen and more. 
By now, our readers will remem-
ber that scent as the beginning of 
a great Christmas season.

Here is our white Christmas 

cake recipe:

Cream 1 cup of butter with 2 
cups of white sugar. Add 5 light-
ly beaten eggs and 1 cup of milk 
and mix well. Then add 1 pound 
sultana raisins, 1 pound of cut 
and blanched almonds,

½ pound citron peel, 1 cup red 
and green glace cherries, 2 cups 
grated coconut, 2 ½ cups of flour, 
2 teaspoons baking powder, and 
2 teaspoons vanilla or lemon fla-
vouring and mix well. Transfer 
to the lined loaf pans and bake 
at 300°F for two hours. Some 
might like a drizzle of rum over 
the cake after baking. The recipe 
we used does not include icing, 
but if readers like that, perhaps 
an almond flavoured white icing 
might be used. The Christmas 
cakes would be shared with rel-

atives and friends, and it seemed 
there was enough for some gift-
ing.

This was not the end of our 
Christmas baking spree, for 
there were a number of differ-
ent types of cookies to be made 
using recipes which had been 
handed down through the gen-
erations, some updated with new 
innovations. The decorations on 
the cookies were the traditional 
red and green, but icings were al-
ways subject to new ideas.

By now, our readers will be ready 
to start some baking, or at least 
remember what preparing for 
Christmas was like in their own 
homes.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Baking for Christmas

By Ernie Ritz
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EXPERT ADVICE: Heightened Expectations

Every time my family goes away 
on a trip, I spend the first ten 
minutes of the car ride stewing 
about the rest of my family fail-
ing to get packed up and ready 
to go as quickly and efficiently 
as I had expected. After a dozen 

or so years of being frustrated, I 
have finally learned to lower my 
expectations, which has, not sur-
prisingly, eliminated my frustra-
tion. I have noticed some people 
fall into a similar trap when it 
comes to Christmas expectations.

With Christmas around the cor-
ner, my children have entered 
the zone of heightened expec-
tations as they anticipate all the 
good things set to accompany this 
time of year, such as a break from 
school, gifts under the tree, and 
delicious food. For some adults, 
the rise in expectations during 
this season seems to be focused 
on family and the relationships 
they entail.

Humans are generally optimis-
tic, and expect Christmas to be 
merry and bright despite all the 

evidence to the contrary from 
past Christmases. People may 
hope this year’s Christmas family 
gathering will not have the quar-
reling, the tension, the drunk-
enness, and any other fiascoes, 
which have tended to mar pre-
vious celebrations. People who 
are estranged from their families 
may hope this is the year they 
will re-connect and reconcile. 
Optimism can be perceived as a 
good thing when it motivates us 
to continue to keep trying to have 
the ideal family Christmas after 
several unsuccessful attempts 
at peace and harmony. However, 
this heightened expectation can 
also lead to heightened disap-
pointment, particularly if our ex-
pectations are unrealistic.

Christmas is likely the biggest 

occasion when the equation: 
“happiness = results – expecta-
tions” comes into play. This equa-
tion seems to correctly postulate 
if our expectations exceed the 
results, then we will be left with 
a negative sum of happiness. Two 
things come to mind when I re-
flect on this equation. The first is 
the problem with this equation, 
which assumes our happiness is 
dependent upon what happens 
in our life, instead of being de-
pendent on the perception of 
one’s life as a marvelous gift, 
which I recognize can be diffi-
cult to perceive, particularly for 
those who struggle with depres-
sion. The second reflection about 
this equation is there is one 
part of it which is in our control, 
namely our expectations. If we 
lowered our expectations to the 

point where the results exceed-
ed them, then we would not feel 
disappointed.

The pandemic aside, the odds 
are relatively high your family 
Christmas gathering will have 
similar dynamics as previous 
years. If those dynamics have 
caused distress in the past, the 
good news is it does not need to 
create the same level of disap-
pointment as it has previously. If 
we can learn to embrace our fam-
ily’s failings and foibles instead 
of wishing they were different 
and expecting the picture-per-
fect Hallmark family we might 
imagine, then we may learn to 
enjoy them.

Wishing you a wonderful Christ-
mas, filled with whatever that 
may hold for you.

By Chip Bender 
RP(q)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
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ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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I have just received a media re-
lease from “Historic England,” 
reporting the discovery of a 
unique Roman mosaic and villa 
complex in Leicestershire Coun-
ty. It was first detected by the 
farmers who owned the proper-
ty and has now been declared a 
protected site.

According to the report, this 
mosaic is special because of its 
theme – it portrays the story of 
the Greek hero Achilles and his 
battle with Hector at the conclu-
sion of the Trojan War. It’s the 
first mosaic with that design to 
be found in the U.K.

But it is not, by far, the first mo-
saic to be unearthed in England. 
And that illustrates one of my 
favourite things about this, one 
of my favourite countries. Ev-
erywhere you walk in England, 
you may be walking on trea-
sures from the past. The country 
is so amazingly rich in history – 
because it has such a long and 
varied period of intensive hu-
man activity.

The media release reminded me 
of some of my favourite places in 

England, sites occupied through 
centuries of Roman occupation. 
The Romans brought all their 
skill and science to England, and 
stayed there for about four cen-
turies. When they left, they left 
so much evidence behind – from 
mosaics to roads to bathhouses 
to coins… my goodness, did they 
leave a lot of coins! I have been 
unable to resist these tactile 
reminders of times long gone 
during my many trips to the U.K. 
For instance, I have, on the shelf 
next to me as I write, an au-
thentic coin bearing the image 
of Emperor Constantine I – the 
leader of the Empire who made 
Christianity the official religion 
of Rome, and thus changed the 
future of Europe, the Americas, 
and more, forever. It cost a mea-
sly 8 pounds in a British shop.

I also have a piece of a clay tile 
– maybe Roman, maybe medi-
eval, I’m certainly no expert – 
that some rabbits dug up in a 
meadow I happened to wander 
through somewhere in the south 
of England. That’s what I mean 
about walking on historical trea-
sures.

The Brits have thoughtfully ex-
cavated hundreds of historical 
sites for visitors and made them 
available to those of us who rev-
el in such deep historical roots. 
One of my favourites is the city 
of Bath, where an incredible Ro-
man bathhouse complex, com-
plete with its hypocaust (un-
derfloor heating) system, has 
been completely excavated and 
restored – and where those in 
charge cleverly created wooden 
walkways through the ruins, so 
you get up close and personal 
without damaging the archaeol-

ogy. One tour of the Roman baths 
in Bath will teach you more 
about life in Roman times than a 
year-long course in school.

A long way north of Bath is 
Hadrian’s Wall, the 70-mile-long 
defensive structure built by the 
emperor Hadrian in the second 
century A.D., to keep out the 
pesky Scots. Hadrian’s Wall can 
still be visited – and in fact, can 
be hiked for long stretches. As 
well, there are many restored 
forts and encampments along 
the wall that are wide-open win-
dows to life in Roman times. One 
of the best is Vindolanda, where 
the Roman fort has been re-
vealed and where a unique envi-
ronment has preserved objects 
that would usually have been 
rotted out of existence – baskets, 
writing tablets, leather footwear, 
textiles and more can be seen in 
close-to-original condition, even 
though they are 2,000 years old.

The Romans never did manage 
to conquer the inhabitants of 
Scotland, and never settled in 
Ireland. But England was well 
and truly Roman for centuries, 
and visitors to England will 
find amazing sites almost ev-
erywhere. And one of the most 
amazing things about them is – 
they are not even close to being 
fully explored. There is ongoing 
archaeology at many sites – an 
added attraction for a visitor. 
And there will be, for decades 
to come. At Vindolanda, for ex-
ample, it’s estimated that only a 
quarter of the site has been ex-
cavated. And even in the dense-
ly populated city of Bath – which 
also offers some of the best ex-
amples of classic Georgian ar-
chitecture, erected about 1400 

years or so after the Romans left 
– there are often active digs.

In Kent, in the southeast, one 
of the best Roman sites is Rich-
borough Roman Fort. In the city 
of Chester – a doorway to Wales 
– you can visit the largest Ro-
man amphitheatre to be found 
in England. Cirencester, once a 
key Roman city, also has a Ro-
man amphitheatre, as well as an 
excellent Roman museum, the 
Corinium Museum (bearing the 
Roman name for the communi-
ty). Cirencester is also a great 
starting place for a visit of the 

Cotswolds – as I say, there is so 
much to see, and so little time!

There are literally dozens – per-
haps hundreds – of Roman sites 
in England. But even if you are 
not in a known amphitheatre or 
Roman bath, don’t forget to look 
down… you never knew what 
historical treasures will lie be-
neath your feet.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Treasures beneath your feet

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL —

The amazing Roman Baths (Photo courtesy the Roman Baths)

Vindolanda, a Roman fort on Hadrian's Wall. (Photo courtesy Vindolanda Charitable Trust)
Hadrian's wall, built in the second century A.D. (Photo courtesy Visit Britain ©Justin 
Foulkes/Lonely Planet)
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By Nigel Gordijk

Let’s Tree Wilmot’s Fall Celebration on 
November 30 began with a Chinese prov-
erb.

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years 
ago. The second-best time is now.”

The organization, which describes it-
self as a project of the Wilmot Horticul-
tural Society, was launched last year on 
March 11, the same date that COVID was 
declared a global pandemic. In between 
lockdowns, Let’s Tree Wilmot (LTW) has 
brought together dozens of community 
volunteers to plant a total of 800 trees 
across the township, including 614 this 
year.

Marlene Knezevich, LTW’s chair and one 
of its founding members, told the celebra-
tion’s 55 attendees at the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex about the group’s history, 
and she also thanked the executive team 
for accomplishing so much in such a short 
time.

Initial funding for LTW’s activities came 
from community grants and private do-
nations, while the township provided the 
first 50 trees.

Wilmot’s Parks and Facilities manag-
er Geoff Dubrick was presented with a 
sweet award for his enthusiasm and hard 
work, which included personally planting 
trees at three of this year’s five sessions – 

a giant cookie bearing LTW’s logo. Sandy 
Jackson, director of Parks, Facilities and 
Recreation, was also recognized for her 
leadership. MP Tim Louis, who was un-
able to attend the event, was thanked in 
his absence for helping out at four of the 
planting events this fall.

The evening’s featured speaker was Phil 
Holst, Wetland Conservation Designer 
for the Mike Schout Wetland Preserve in 
New Hamburg, which is currently being 
developed. He spoke about “Transform-
ing the Natural Landscape,” described the 
plans for the local preserve, and also dis-
cussed how wetlands can help with flood 
mitigation, a frequently recurring issue in 

Wilmot and beyond.

Both Holst and Knezevich explained that 
the work being done by LTW and simi-
lar groups will benefit the community 
decades from now, and will be enjoyed 
by future generations. Knezevich talked 
about a campaign to increase Wilmot’s 
tree canopy over the next 40 years.

As the holiday season approaches, LTW 
encouraged supporters to consider giving 
a “gift that grows” by making a $25 dona-
tion that will cover the cost of planting a 
tree in Wilmot in 2022. This legacy gift is 
available from www.wilmothortsociety.ca/
give-a-tree/.

COMMUNITY —
Let’s Tree Wilmot plans and plants for the future

Featured speaker Phil Holst spoke about “Transforming the Natural Landscape,” and the 
Mike Schout Wetland Preserve in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Wilmot’s Parks and Facilities manager Geoff Dubrick received a sweet award for his sup-
port. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Let’s Tree Wilmot’s chair Marlene Knezevich and guest speaker Phil Holst both talked about 
planting for the benefit of future generations. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Let’s Tree Wilmot volunteer Adrienne Berwick told attendees how a legacy gift would cover 
the cost of a tree for next year’s planting sessions. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk)

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc. Or are you looking to hire 

local people, or wanting to sell something or buy  something? We will publish your classified ad.
For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com
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COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Veronica Reiner

Wellesley based brothers Glen and Alex 
Smyth, owners of Appleflats in Shake-
speare, pitched their business to the Drag-
on’s Den in an episode that aired on CBC 
Thursday, November 25th.

To begin, they asked the dragons for 
$200,000 for 10% stake in their business, 
putting the total company valuation at 
$2-million.

Then, they invited dragon Vincenzo 
“Vince” Guzzo to manually sort crabap-
ples, in a race against the crabapple sort-
ing machine, which helps to sort the fruit 
from the leaves and the sticks. The Smyths 
also gave all dragons a sample of their 
products, including the crabapple jelly 
and the cocktail mixers.

The brothers described the history of 
their business and how they got started: 
“We basically always made crabapple jelly 
as a family tradition,” Alex told the drag-
ons. “When Glen was in university, we de-
cided to pick the entire tree at our parents 
place.”

“And very quickly realized… there’s no 
way we can eat all of this jam,” continued 
Glen. He described selling all of the jel-
ly to Stratford-based cheese shop, Mont-
forte. “Easiest $600 we ever made.”

About four months later, Monforte called 
back and asked for more crabapple jelly. 
“My first reaction was yeah of course,” said 
Glen. “But turns out, the answer was no - 
you actually can’t go and commercially 
buy crabapples anymore.”

Around May this year, the brothers plant-
ed the world’s first high density crabapple 
orchard, so that they can transition from 
an urban harvest as a primary source of 
apples into a more traditional growing 
style.

Throughout the last year, Appleflats rev-
enue was $185,000 for all products, and 
have been in the business for about four 
years.

Guzzo initially offered $200,000 for 45% of 
the business, and then decided to opt out. 
Dragon Manjit Minhas, co-founder and 
co-owner of the Minhas Brewery, Distill-
ery and Winery, said she was out, and not 
convinced that there was an “investable 
business here.”

When it looks like they may have left with-

out any deal made, dragon Arlene Dickin-
son, CEO of Venturepark, made an offer.

“Any time you can control supply chain the 
way you guys have, it’s a win. Particularly 
in this country - that’s not easy to find,” 
said Dickinson. “I like that you’re brothers, 
I like that you have a family farm.”

“I’m going to offer you $200,000 for 30%.”

The brothers made a counter offer of 
$200,000 for a 15% stake, and a royalty of 
25 cents on every litre of juice sold until 
she made her money back. But Dickinson 
backed out.

The segment can be viewed here: https://
www.cbc.ca/dragonsden/m_pitches/ap-
pleflats.

Wellesley brothers pitch crabapple business on 
Dragon’s Den

Dragon Vince Guzzo manually sorts crabapples while Wellesley's Alex Smyth uses a cra-
bapple sorting machine. 

Wellesley's Glen Smyth begins the pitch to the dragons. 
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A 34-year-old Wilmot man is facing multi-
ple charges after Waterloo Regional Police 
Service (WRPS) found him in a Kitchener 
business.

On December 2 at about 12 p.m., members 
of the WRPS Neighbourhood Policing 

Central Division responded to reports of 
a male driver unconscious in a vehicle in 
the area of Weber Street East and Frank-
lin Street North.

Bystanders attempted to wake the male, 
who got up and entered a business in the 
area. Police found the male within a busi-

ness and made an arrest.

Officers located about 42 grams of sus-
pected methamphetamine in the vehicle, 
as well as brass knuckles.

As a result of the investigation, the male 
has been charged with operation of a mo-
tor vehicle while impaired, possession of 

drugs for the purpose of trafficking, pos-
session of a prohibited weapon and pos-
session of a weapon for a dangerous pur-
pose.

The accused is scheduled to appear in 
court on December 17, 2021.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A 67-year-old Perth East woman, Mary 
Jantzi, died after being struck by a pickup 
in Perth East on November 30.

At about 6:39 p.m., the Perth County On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP), Perth Coun-
ty Paramedic Services, and the Perth East 

Fire Department responded to Perth Road 
121 in the hamlet of Poole for a crash in-
volving a pedestrian that was struck by a 
southbound pickup truck.

The pedestrian involved was transported 
from the scene by an ambulance to a local 
hospital, where she was later pronounced 

deceased.

The OPP withheld her identity until next-
of-kin was notified. A post mortem inves-
tigation was scheduled to take place on 
December 1.

Members of the West Region OPP Traffic 
Incident Management and Enforcement 

Team attended the scene to help with the 
collision investigation.

Any person with information about this 
collision should immediately contact Perth 
County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Those 
who wish to remain anonymous can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

WRPS arrest Wilmot male after calls from the public

Police investigate crash in Poole that killed 67-year-
old Perth East woman

New Dundee “Reverse” Santa Clause parade

A physically distanced “reverse” Santa Clause parade was held at the New Dundee Community Centre from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, December 4. The Optimist Club of New Dundee 
handed out special treats, and donations of non-perishable food items and toys were collected for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre. Letters to Santa were also collected. All volunteers 
were screened for COVID-19 symptoms before the start of the event. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

COMMUNITY —

Abbi Stevenson and Lisa Hughes collected gently used holiday ornaments for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre outside Sobeys in New Hamburg. “We’ve had a great turnout so far. We’re 
having a great time meeting members of our wonderful community,” said Lisa, adding her and Abbi aimed to spread holiday cheer to deserving families in the community. Meadow Acres Gar-
den Centre donated trees, and Bill Fleming, owner of Sobeys, allowed the pair to set up outside the store. Lisa’s brokerage, Hourglass Real Estate, made a cash donation. (Photos contributed)

Collecting ornaments for the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo is assess-
ing the current water and wastewa-
ter systems that serve Baden, New 
Hamburg, and Foxboro Green in 
what they call a System Servicing 
Review.

According to the region, the area is 
expected to grow, which will lead to 
an increased demand for water, and 
increased production of wastewater. 
The review will assess the region’s 
current assets in the local commu-
nities and identify preferred solu-
tions to ensure it can service the 
identified growth. 

Based on the last public consulta-
tion, the study reviewed conditions 
of the capacity and quality of the 
water supply system and the capac-
ity and condition of the wastewater 
treatment and collection system. 
From there, there was a series of 
possible alternatives developed for 
evaluation.

These alternatives will be present-
ed at the next public consultation 
meeting for review and comment. 

This meeting will be held online 
through the region’s YouTube chan-
nel to present recommendations 
about the future capacity of the wa-
ter supply system and water treat-
ment and collection system. 

The second meeting materials are 
available on www.youtube.com/
regionofwaterloo, and additional 
information, including transcripts 
and presentations from the pre-
vious meetings, can be found at 
https://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/
CurrentWaterProjects/.

The second study period began 
this week (December 7) and will go 
until Wednesday, January 12, 2022. 
Regional staff can be contacted for 
any questions or comments about 
the study, including Water Services 
Project Manager Kaoru Yajima and 
Stantec Consulting Project Manager 
Jeff Paul. 

Yajima’s can be reached at 519-575-
4757 extension 3349 or by email at 
kyajima@regionofwaterloo.ca, and 
Paul can be reached at 519-675-
6604 or Jeff.Paul@stantec.com. 

Region seeking feedback on Baden and New Hamburg 
water and wastewater system servicing review

COMMUNITY —

2022 Embro Dinner Theatre
Embro & Zorra Agricultural Society Presents
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The Baden Optimist Club and Baden Chamber of Commerce held a Santa Clause Parade around the community from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, December 4. The group collected non 
perishable food items for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre food bank as well as letters to Santa. Three parade routes happened simultaneously, which included Brenneman Drive/Char-
lotta and Older Baden (beginning at Snyders and Brenneman), the Livingston subdivision (which began at Livingston and McFadyen Street), and the Schneller/Stiefelmeyer subdivision 
(starting at Louisa/Brewery). Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris, as well as Santa Clause himself, made an appearance at the event.   (Contributed photos)

COMMUNITY —
Santa makes an appearance in Baden
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Ruth Kurzatz
In Memory of Ruth Kurzatz who passed away December 11, 1993

We have an Angel in Heaven,

We call her Mom

Lovingly remembered by her children and many grandchildren.

FAMILY MILESTONES —

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO 
STAY UPDATED!

FACEBOOK.COM/THEWILMOTPOST • TWITTER.COM/THEWILMOTPOST

WWW.WILMOTPOST.CA | INFO@WILMOTPOST.CA

Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 24 at 4p.m. & 7p.m. 

““TThhee  lliigghhtt  sshhiinneess  iinn  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss””

Join in person for either service at 
Steinmann Mennonite Church

1316 Snyder's Rd W, Baden
or by livestream at 7pm. 

Pre-register at office@smchurch.ca
or 519-634-8311

COVID protocols and livestreaming link 
can be found at www.smchurch.ca

Three Wellesley district fire chiefs receive long 
service awards
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Wellesley Fire Chief Paul Redman ac-
knowledged three local firefighters with 
long service awards during a virtual coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, November 23.

“It’s a little late - we didn’t get all the 
awards in until this year - they’ve actually 
surpassed their dates by about two years 
collectively,” said Redman.

He began with District Chief Brad Diet-
rich from Station #2 in St. Clements, who 
received a 20-year service medal for ex-
emplary service, a federal award from the 
Governor-General.

Next up was District Chief Ted Stroh from 
Station #3 in the village of Wellesley. He 
got his 30-year provincial award from the 
Ontario Fire Marshal.

Last but not least was Deputy Fire Chief 
of Operations of Station #1, Frank Karley, 
who got his 30-year service medal from 
the Province of Ontario.

Council members collectively thanked 
and congratulated the group on the mile-
stones.

“I just confirmed that just because you re-
ceived these awards doesn’t really mean 
that you’re retiring, and I was happy to 
have that confirmed by the clerk,” said 
Mayor Joe Nowak, which drew a laugh 
from those in the meeting. “Between the 
three of you, there’s 80 years of service to 
this community, which to me is absolutely 
incredible.

“This community, this council, this town-
ship, we owe you an amazing debt of grat-
itude for everything that you’ve done.”

From left to right, Brad Dietrich, District Chief Station #2, with 20 years of service, Frank 
Karley, Deputy Fire Chief of Operation Station #1 with 30 years of service, and Ted Stroh, 
Deputy Chief Station #3 with 30 years of service. (Photo contributed)

Approximate sizes 14 to 30+ lbs. Price $3.25/lb. Turkeys are 
available for pick up at our farm starting on December 21. 

Steve & Karen Witmer 519 462-2888.  

FARM FRESH TURKEYS FOR SALE
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WORSHIP
WITH US!

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

December 9, 2006 Edition (15 years ago)

The Tavistock Braves have an impres-
sive 19-3 record thus far in their 2006-07 
season. Joe Voll leads the team in scoring 
with 33 goals, 36 assists and 69 points in 
22 games played. Jeff Roes (17-35-52), Mike 
Albrecht (16-23-39), David Witzel (5-20-
25), and Kyle Roes (10-22-22) are also scor-
ing at a point-per-game pace or better.

The Tavistock Girls’ Volleyball Team 
emerged as champions in the Thames Val-
ley Northeast Region volleyball playoffs af-
ter defeating #1 seed Zorra Highland Pub-
lic School. Members of the team included 
Rachel Roth, Lindsay Ruby, Deanna Steve-
ly, Amber Dunn, Sadie Holtzworth, Cassie 
Drinkwalter, Emily Ruby, Stephanie Lupton, 
Delaney Schurlink, Desiree Brenneman, 
Emily Shantz, and Chelsea Hyde.

Nine Tavistock students were among the 
seventy-one Ontario Scholars from Water-
loo-Oxford District Secondary School in the 
2005-06 school year: Amy Albrecht, Rebec-
ca Albrecht, Jesse Schultz, Harvir Sidhu, 
Mamvir Sidhu, Leah Winhold, Katie Yant-
zi, Kelitta Zehr, and valedictorian Ben Mc-
Cutchen.

December 11, 1991 Edition (30 years ago)

The Tavistock Royals chalked up another 
two wins in the past week to improve their 
division-leading record to 11 wins and 1 
loss. The team’s top scorers so far this sea-
son are Mark Albrecht (12 goals, 25 assists, 
37 points), Kevin Albrecht (10-22-32), and 
Brad Stere (13-14-27).

The Tavistock Tavern Inn is hosting a 
Christmas Variety Buffet on Friday, Decem-
ber 20, with entertainment by Brian Sears 
and his Singing Machine.

Looking for last-minute Christmas gift 
ideas? Stop by local stores such as Nosy 

Nook Flowers and Gifts, Cornerstone 
Books, and Magpie’s Delight.

December 6, 1961 Edition (60 years ago)

Percy J. Wettlaufer was given a majority of 
102 votes over E. P. Eddy in the race for the 
Deputy Reeveship of East Zorra Township 
at the polls on Monday. The vote for Mr. 
Wettlaufer was 472, and for Mr. Eddy was 
370. H. J. Hallock, Township Clerk, said the 
poll was about 40 per cent of the total eli-
gible.

With an overwhelming majority, subscrib-
ers of the North Easthope Municipal Tele-
phone System, known locally as the “Shake-
speare Line”, voted to sell the system to the 
Bell Telephone Company of Canada, effec-
tive April 30, 1962, at a largely attended 
meeting at the Memorial Hall Wednesday 
night. Two bids for the system had been 
made, that of the successful bidder, and the 
other from James A. Vance, Woodstock. The 
Bell bid was for $32,700, and that of Mr. 
Vance for $35,000. The vote was 234 to 15.

The Old Gazettes

SNYDER, Myrtle Kathleen
It is with heavy hearts we an-
nounce the peaceful passing of 
Myrtle, on Tuesday, November 
23rd, 2021, at Sunnyside Home, 
Kitchener, with family by her 
side. Myrtle was in her 88th year.

Beloved wife of Vernice Snyder 
for over 66 years. Proud and 
devoted mother to Duane 
Snyder (Marion), Gwen Snyder 
and Pam Townsend. Adored 
grandmother of Tim (Ashley) 
Snyder, Scott Snyder, Jessica 
Kolaritsch, Chelsi (Kevin) Rego, 

Jason (Pam) Kolaritsch, John (Julie) Townsend, Trevor 
(Christy) Townsend, Tyler (Ali) Townsend. Cherished Great-
Grandmother to 12. Predeceased by her husband Vernice, 
grandson Matthew Snyder, brother Sonny Snyder. Sadly, 
missed by his sister Betty Yantzi as well as several nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and dear friends.

Born, April 5, 1933, in Baden, Wilmot Township to the late 
Delton and Beatrice Snyder. Myrtle was a driving force 
in the community life, Sunday School teacher at Shantz 
Mennonite Church, custom swathing for neighbours, in-
volved in Snyder Transport, one of the first lady school 
bus drivers in the area (drove to age 70). She loved her 
Mennonite Relief Sale crepe rosettes booth, and other char-
ities. New Hamburg Fall Fair, Queen of the Fair. Myrtle was 
a very busy and hardworking lady as all that knew her came 
to know. Myrtle also loved her holiday and family times, and 
we fondly remember our trips to Chesley Lake and Florida 
with friends and willing pranksters. As well as her motor-
cycle, bowling, cards, neighbourhood bonfires. Family and 
friends meant the world to her and we will miss her greatly.

In keeping with her wishes, there was a private family in-
terment in the Shantz Mennonite Church Cemetery, and 
there will be a “Celebration of Life” for Vernice & Myrtle 
Snyder together in the spring. Date and location to be an-
nounced at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made 
as donations to the Canadian Diabetes Association or to 
the Alzheimer Society of Canada through the funeral home 
and directly on Myrtles obituary page on the funeral home 
website.

Personal condolences and donation information available at 
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

Happy birthday today, December 9, to Vanessa 
Trotter (5). 

December 10: Happy birthday to Wayne Weicker, 
and anniversary for Ron and Mary Kropf (56th), 
Paul and Jan Haase (55th), and Bill and Sheri 
Gladding (45th).   

December 11: Happy birthday to Gibson Merkel 
(20) and Wilfred Clemmer.

December 12: Happy birthday to Leah Ruby (12), 
Benjamin Reibling (18) and Braedon Roth (20).

December 13: Happy birthday to Isla Chemerys 
(8) and Nathan Patton (17).

December 14: Happy birthday to Chloe Wet-
tlaufer (10) and Alaina Lederman (14)

December 15: Happy birthday to Bo Herlick (4), 
Sylas Boomer (8), Aline Smith (10), Jack Green 
(20), and anniversary for Jeremy and Donna 
Bartlett. 

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day 
coming up?  Let us know at tavistockgazette@
rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear 
in our Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to 
arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES

FAMILY MILESTONES —

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/
TavistockGazette1895

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost

GRACE UNITED CHURCH, TAVISTOCK IS 
SEEKING MUSIC AND CHOIR DIRECTOR. 

This position is available January 2, 2022 and could 
be a commitment of approximately 8-10 hours a week.  
The ideal person will have experience playing the organ 
and piano.  
For complete job description visit Grace United Church 
Tavistock,  https://www.graceunitedtavistock.com
Resumes should be addressed to Grace United 
Church, Attn: Ministry & Personnel Chair 
or emailed to chriswif@execulink.com

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
10:30 am Worship service 
(proof of vaccine required)
Service available online at 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
(COVID-19 protocols in place) 
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
Weekly on-line service recording available. 
www.trinitytavistock.com
 
TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Open for in-person worship on Sundays at 9:45 
a.m. with limited capacity.  
Full safety protocols in effect. 
You can also catch us online at  
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca
JRSS will resume in the fall!

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson

LOCAL 
PRODUCTS

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

SOLD OUT!
FRESH CUT ONTARIO   
CHRISTMAS TREES

75 WILLIAM STREET NORTH, 
TAVISTOCK

SCOTS PINE, BALSAM                   
& COLORADO SPRUCE

THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY 
FOR SUPPORTING THIS FUNDRAISER

A FUNDRAISING PROJECT OF THE ADULT 
FELLOWSHIP OF GRACE UNITED CHURCH
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federal approvals process in areas where 
the local land-use authority has not estab-
lished a citing protocol for these towers. 
This is the case in Wilmot.

The first step in Industry Canada’s tele-
communications tower proposal process 
includes investigating sharing or using 
existing infrastructure before proposing 
a new antenna-supporting structure. Next 
is contacting the land use authority to de-
termine local requirements about antenna 
systems.

The applicant must notify the public, ad-
dress relevant concerns, and then satisfy 
Industry Canada’s general and technical 
requirements. The local land use authori-
ty can either issue a letter of concurrence, 
indicating their support for the project, or 
non-concurrence, indicating opposition to 
the project.

If a letter of concurrence is issued, then 
construction can be completed.

Mobile and Internet data usage is growing 
rapidly throughout the past several years, 
particularly due to the emergence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. According to Statis-
tics Canada, 92% of Canadians used the 
Internet in 2020, up from 91% since 2018.

Mobile phone carriers and high-speed In-
ternet providers are expanding their net-
works to keep up with this demand, and 
Wilmot township is not immune to this 
trend.

There were two telecommunications tow-
er proposals in the township throughout 
this past year - a 65-metre Signum Wire-
less tower on Huron Road, and a 45-metre 
tower proposed by Xplornet on Nafziger 
Road in New Hamburg.

Petersburg resident believes a protocol 
should be put in place

A Petersburg resident, Damien McDonald, 
who lives near the Huron Road proposal, 
believes that the township should develop 
its own protocol.

“When it comes to citing telecommunica-
tions infrastructure like towers, they don’t 
have the staffing, local knowledge or po-
litical desire to get involved at the local 
level,” said McDonald, on why the process 
should not automatically go through the 
federal level.

After receiving a notification package from 
Signum Wireless about the tower pro-
posed on Huron Road, McDonald noticed 
errors about basic project details, such as 
the tower’s purpose, exact location, target-
ed coverage area, and radiofrequency.

Details he wants to see include the exact 
location of the proposed tower, clients 
they represent with respect to the pro-
posed tower, what the tower will be used 

for (4G, LTE, 5G, etc.) alternative struc-
tures that were considered, and why these 
structures were not suitable.

He further noted the information provid-
ed to the township gave no technical or 
engineering justification for the construc-
tion of a tower of its size or that the deci-
sion not to use existing towers in the area, 
such as a grain silo on the site that already 
hosts similar equipment.

When McDonald investigated further, he 
found the township did not have a local 
protocol for reviewing and assessing such 
projects, instead of relying on the feder-
al default process, which he described as 
“light-touch and inadequate.”

McDonald brought this information to 
council members at the October 18 meet-
ing. He noted his concern by the lack of 
disclosure about basic project details and 
party identities.

Part of the presentation noted that hun-
dreds of municipalities across the country, 
such as the Town of Caledon and Town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, have developed 
their own protocol, which gives them 
more control over the process of citing de-
cisions.

Staff report

Wilmot staff were directed at the October 
18 meeting to examine possible policies, 
procedures, and bylaws regarding tele-
communication infrastructure. A report, 
written by Director of Development Ser-
vices Harold O’Krafka, was presented at 
the December 6 meeting.

The report recommends that council re-
ceive the report for information, rather 
than suggesting any alternative option or 
protocol.

He wrote that the township presently fol-
lows an “enhanced approach” to the re-
quirements outlined by Industry Canada, 
by sending out a public notification be-
yond the organization’s standard.

While the ISED process requires that all 
property owners within three times the 
height of the tower are notified, the town-
ship requires that the proponent notify all 
abutting property owners, even if outside 
the ISED distance.

He said that Wilmot staff contacted all 
municipalities within the Region of Wa-
terloo, Perth County, and Oxford County to 
determine whether municipalities had lo-
cal telecommunication protocols or if they 
deferred to the federal process.

Out of the 19 municipalities, including 
Wellesley, East-Zorra Tavistock and Perth 
East, 11 defer entirely to Industry Cana-
da’s document, while the rest have estab-
lished an internal document to supple-
ment the regulations. The remainder are 

similar to the federal default process.

“The hybrid system that the Township 
utilizes – the standard Innovation, Sci-
ence and Economic Development Canada 
(ISED) process and an expanded public 
circulation distance in concert with a site 
plan control mirrored review – has worked 
successfully to date,” wrote O’Krafka in his 
report.

“The creation of a municipal protocol sug-
gests a level of local decision making that 
ultimately does not exist and as such staff 
do not see value in creating a municipal 
specific protocol.”

Council conversation

Council members had different thoughts 
on the matter, however. Councillor Cher-
yl Gordijk and Councillor Angie Hallman 
suggested putting a protocol in place.

Councillor Gordijk said her concern was 
the beautification aspect of the towers. 
“I don’t see the harm in actually putting 
something in place, because we can’t do it 
after an application has come forward.”

Planning and Economic Development 
Manager Andrew Martin responded, “To 
date, the locations that we’ve seen haven’t 
really been such that they would justi-
fy those kinds of requirements,” and that 
staff “had the ability” to examine beautifi-
cation elements.

Councillor Gordijk said that although 
staff had the ability, nothing was “written 
down,” and she would like something in 
place to benefit in the future.

“What’s the harm in putting an ask on 
paper?” asked Councillor Gordijk. “I still 
think it’s prudent for us to at least let de-
velopers and/or farm owners or whoever 
is asking for the tower placement to be 
aware of what we think is important with-
in our community.”

Martin said that staff follow the same 
processes with telecommunications they 
would through any development applica-
tion, whether industrial, residential, or a 
cell tower.

Councillor Gordijk stated that the City 
of Kitchener and City of Waterloo had a 
specific protocol set in place. “Why would 
they have something set in place and we 
don’t?”

Martin said that the cities have “substan-
tially more staff and resources” and docu-
ments for all processes, such as develop-
mental manuals that outline all aspects 
of different processes. “We do have stan-
dards, some of our own, some that refer to 
other municipal standards; we do review 
it, we just don’t document it in the same 
fashion as the cities do.”

Councillor Gordijk asked, “Is my ask sort 
of being addressed? In that we do have at 

least behind-the-scenes protocols in place 
that would ask for shrubbery or ask for 
things to happen.”

Martin said yes, with no acknowledge-
ment of her request to implement a writ-
ten, official telecommunications protocol 
for the township of Wilmot. “We do have 
protocols and processes in place internal-
ly that ensure these sorts of things are im-
plemented. They’re just not documented 
in the same format as the cities.”

O’Krafka said it would be easy to add the 
staff’s “internal processing checklist” and 
that it “doesn’t necessarily require a pro-
tocol.”

Councillor Hallman also suggested im-
plementing a policy. “Planning for the fu-
ture… if it was written down, and it was 
available, then we would have that in place 
to articulate that this was our wishes, un-
derstanding that we don’t have the final 
authority, but would still show our intent.”

Further, she asked whether implementing 
a policy would streamline governance and 
create efficiencies. O’Krafka said that the 
protocol would not exactly streamline the 
process.

“From a staff perspective - the streamlin-
ing, if we would use the City of Kitchen-
er process, then staff would be compiling 
lists, staff would be circulating letters, 
staff would be compiling reports,” said 
O’Krafka. “So it’s not streamlining - it’s 
adding process.”

He also claimed that a written protocol 
would “give the appearance that council is 
making a decision on an application, when 
in reality, Industry Canada is making the 
decision.”

The local land use authority - such as the 
municipality - does, in fact, form the fi-
nal decision for whether or not a tower is 
approved. The land use authority has the 
option to send a letter of concurrence or 
non-concurrence.

Councillor Hallman asked what a resident 
should do if they had a grievance with 
a telecommunications tower proposal. 
O’Krafka said they would deal with the 
proponent who proposed the tower.

Councillor Jeff Gerber said he would ap-
preciate it if councillors could be informed 
on telecommunications towers proposals 
by staff members, but understands that 
“the area of jurisdiction lies with the fed-
eral government.”

“We live in a township that has pockets of 
underserviced areas,” he continued. “Cer-
tainly, the general comments around cell 
towers are ‘Hey, I’d like a better signal 
here.’ And we know part of the solution to 
that is cell towers that service people and 
allow better connections.”

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL 

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

COMMUNITY —
Township of Wilmot has no telecommunications 
tower protocol in place
Continued from page 1
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

ARBORVITAE
ARIZONA
ATLANTIC
BALSAM
BLUE
CEDAR
CHRISTMAS
COLORADO
CONIFER
CYPRESS
DOUGLAS
EASTERN RED
FIR

FRASER
HEMLOCK
HOLLY
JACK
JAPANESE 
BLACK
JUNIPER
LARCH
MONTEREY
MUGO
NORTHERN
NORWAY
OLIVE

PINE
PINYON
REDWOOD
SCOTCH
SEASONAL
SITKA
SPRUCE
SUGAR
TAMARACK
THUJA
WHITE
YEW

COMMUNITY —
Telephones from the past 

Many will remember the original telephone where your ring that you answered could have 
been, for example, three long and two short. (Photo credit: Gary West)

By Gary West 

Every once in a while, it’s nice to look back 
in history. In this case, in the North East-
hope township history book, we see where 
some of our modern communications sys-
tems started. In Perth County, the North 
Easthope municipal telephone system was 
one of those organizations.

It was the beginning of what we know to-
day as the ultra-modern Bell telephone 
system. This brought us from the day when 
phones were a handheld piece for listen-
ing and speaking into a microphone type 
apparatus - to communicate with your 
neighbours - to cordless and cell phones 
of today. Many of the original telephone 
poles in the township were erected in the 
summer of 1910. Men and teams of horses 
were hired to do the work under a contract 
let out to the Forbes brothers of Stratford.

The polls and lines needed to be checked 
regularly, which could be a problem in the 

winter. To overcome snow, the  North East-
hope municipal telephone system used a 
1918 Chevrolet made into a kind of snow-
mobile. It had runners on the front instead 
of regular wheels and tires. In 1910 there 
were 197 telephones in its service range 
based in Shakespeare.

Readers from the area will remember the 
day when you were on a party-line with 
probably six or seven neighbours or more, 
and all the calls went through Central in 
a small building in the nearby village. 
That’s when the local telephone operator 
knew the many families along with all their 
names. Township forefathers would prob-
ably have a hard time believing today that 
we can communicate through the Internet 
and be able to text without actually talking 
to the person you are trying to reach. It’s 
only a small bit of history that brought this 
area in communications to where we are 
today.

 519-462-2259 • 462-2947
4 miles south of Tavistock

on Hwy. 59

California 
Oranges & Red 

Grapefruit
Variety of apples available. Also cider, fresh 

local produce, honey, jams and preserves. 
Fraser Fir Wreaths and gift baskets.
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Don’t get 
snowed in 
this winter
Book a winter stay with us! 
Stay warm, cozy, safe, active and 
social this winter. Enjoy life in our 
Village by playing billiards, attending 
a fitness class, having dinner with a 
new friend and then relaxing in the 
suite with a good book!

It’s all here for you!

Want to book? 
Call 519-576-2430,  
Christina x 8008 or Gillian x 8002

Retirement Apartments • Full Service Retirement Suites • Assisted Care • Memory Care • Long-term Care

695 Block Line Road, Kitchener 
schlegelvillages.com

WP_WinterStay_WillmotPost-ad.indd   1WP_WinterStay_WillmotPost-ad.indd   1 2021-11-19   4:25 PM2021-11-19   4:25 PM

By Gary West

As the old saying goes “it’s bet-
ter to give than to receive." That’s 
what a family based in Tavistock 
has abided by for this Christmas. 
Joyce Fischer says she and her 
kids and grandkids like to partic-
ipate in a different project every 
year for those in need - especially 
at Christmas.

This year, after seeing the need 
for the homeless men and wom-
en in Stratford, she convinced her 
family that it was a project meant 
for them. Joyce and her family are 
packing 60 bags of many items 
in heavy duty Ziploc bags to give 
to 60 families that are in need in 
Stratford.

They have purchased 180 pairs 
of socks, bright coloured shoe-
laces, masks, individual packs of 
Kleenex, kitchen garbage bags to 
put on their feet to keep them dry, 
five packs of wet ones for face and 
hands, breakfast bear paws and, 
of course, candy canes. When she 
talked to her grandchildren about 
this family project, they were con-
vinced it was the right thing to do 
(after many questions).

The list of donors also helping out 
include apples from Bickles Or-
chard Park Farms, 1,200 band-aids 
from Dr. Stacey Snider at Avon 
Family Medicine Centre, 60 bottles 
of soap, shampoo and mouthwash 
from the Arden Park Hotel, 60 
toothbrushes and toothpaste from 
Dr. Mark Straus at Straus Dental, 
60 individual packs of salted nuts 
from Tavistock IDA Pharmacy, 72 
combs from Flex Physiotherapy, 
60 individual packs of cheese and 
crackers and granola bars from 
Zehr‘s market, and 60 of the two 
packs of peeled hard-boiled eggs 
from Perth County egg farmers.

Neighbours Carl and Eileen Or-
ling also helped with some sup-
plies and helped to bag products. 
Stratford firefighters will be deliv-
ering these Christmas bags in the 
next week.                              

Mrs. Fisher added that there will 
be a new location in the basement 
at St.Paul's Anglican Church in 
Stratford called “connection cen-
tre for the homeless," and it will 
be opening soon this month to 
help those in the area who need 
help with the necessities of life.

Tavistock family giving at Christmas

Pictured on Sunday, December 7 packing bags in their kitchen is left to right, Matthew Fischer, Melani Fischer, 
Emerson Allen, Paisley Allen, Dusty Allen and Joyce Fischer. (Photo credit: Gary West)
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Pictured on the weekend is Matt Snyder working on a farm near Highway 7 & 8, east of Shakespeare “ripping” a field of corn 
stalks after manure had been applied. The farm is owned by the Clare Schlegel family, who raise hogs, chickens and crops 
throughout Perth county. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Fall tillage continues in North 
Easthope township

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) Which artist famously cut off his own ear?

2) Before the ill-fated Titanic struck an iceberg 
and sunk on April 14, 1912 what was the ship’s 
intended destination?

3) With A Little Help From My Friends and Lucy In 
The Sky With Diamonds featured on which Beatles 
album?

4) The Mad Hatter and the Cheshire Cat are 
characters in which famous book?

5) What is the term for a group of turkeys?

6) What was the first animal sent into Space?

7) If someone is described as a Kiwi, where are 
they from?

8) Who was the voice of Mr. Potato Head in "Toy 
Story"?

9) What’s the total number of dots on a pair of dice?

10) Which cartoon character lives in A Pineapple 
Under The Sea?

Answers found on page 30

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Durham Thundercats
Saturday Night, 
December 11th, 2021 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre
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By Veronica Reiner

Owners of the New Hamburg Home 
Hardware are preparing for the holi-
day season, as well as celebrating its 
seventh anniversary.

Siblings Sheila Walker and Kevin 
Walker purchased the building on 
59 Peel Street on December 1, 2014. 
Sheila, from Wingham, Ontario, chat-
ted with the Wilmot-Tavistock Ga-
zette about the milestone, the holiday 
deals, and community involvement.

“This is a wonderful community; I’m 
thoroughly enjoying all the new peo-
ple that I’ve met,” said Sheila, who 
now has a home in New Hamburg to 
be closer to the business.

“The support that we’re given here is 
tremendous. If we don’t have a prod-
uct, people are quite willing to special 
order it to keep us going. It’s just a 
great spot to be.”

The organization ensures that it gives 
back to the community; the owners 
have supported the New Hamburg 
Legion, the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre, as well as local hockey teams, 
soccer teams, and skating for kids.

There are about 20 employees that 
work at the New Hamburg Home 
Hardware, a mixture of full-time and 
part-time employees.

Several employees have worked 
there for decades, said Sheila. Car-
ol and Sue have worked there for 
twenty-something years; Leanne 
has worked there for about 15 years; 
Mark has been there for about six 
years, and Sean celebrated his fifth 
anniversary recently.

“I feel we have a very strong bond-
ed team,” said Sheila. “It’s one thing 
to do customer service, but we’re all 
team players, so we just work togeth-
er. There are so many things here that 
you can’t try to be an individual here; 
you have to support one another.

“I think it shows; you often hear them 
chatting, laughing, having a good 
time, and I think that makes for a 
good environment.”

In a typical year, the New Hamburg 
Home Hardware would run a Ladies 
Night one night in December, which 
featured various new items, demos, 
draws, and specials. The event draws 
in about 800 women. “We’ve been 
known for a long time for that event,” 
said Sheila.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the event was turned into a Christ-
mas Ladies Week, to ensure there 
would be no big crowds in one place. 
The week, which officially began on 
Monday, November 29, offered many 
items outside of Home Hardware, in-
cluding candles, trees, gifts, clothing 
items such as socks, hats, mitts and 
shawls.

“This year, which is a really neat 
thing, we’ve brought in sweatshirts 
for adults and kids. We got a water-
wheel put on it and ‘New Hamburg,’” 
said Sheila. “So that’s pretty exciting; 
it’s been going well.”

The New Hamburg Home Hardware 
offers year-round hardware, plumb-
ing, electrical, paint, home expres-
sions and housewares, pet supplies, 
sporting goods, toys, electronics, and 
automotive.

The business also carries the YETI 
line, which Sheila said many custom-
ers are searching for.

“We try and come up with different 
ideas and products that people would 
want and need,” said Sheila. “I’m a 
firm believer that our customer ser-
vice takes us a long way, and that’s 
addressed at every meeting. That the 
customer is number one.”

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com

Merry Christmas

New Hamburg Home Hardware owners 
celebrate seven-year anniversary

Decorate your home! 
Gifts for all ages!  Yeti's, toys, tools, 

small appliances and more
59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON

519-662-1450

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates
Call 519-662-4967 or 

orders@mountainoakcheese.ca
1st prize winner at the 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 2021

Located 5 minutes west of Waterloo
1760 Erb Street Unit A, St. Agatha, ON

519-725-4282 | www.pfenningsorganic.ca

PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

WE OFFER:
Stickling's Christmas Stollen & 

Cookies available for the Season.

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

����������������������������

This Christmas consider a
Gift Subscription to the

$49 per year (tax included)

Mailed anywhere in Canada
To order: call or email to:

519-655-2341 or info@wilmotpost.ca

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

New Hamburg Home Hardware Dealer Owner Sheila Walker said she loves getting 
to know the community since purchasing the business with her brother, Kevin, 
about seven years ago. (Photo contributed) 
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Deb Wagler from the Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP), receives gifts from Grade 5 Tavistock Public School students Cam Barlett, Logan Nahrgang, and Noah Leis. Over the past several 
weeks, families of Tavistock PS students have donated newly purchased items of warmth (socks, hats, mittens, etc.) and stocking stuffers. On December 1, they gave their donations to TAP. 
The school is still collecting donations until December 10, and then they will donate again. They are also doing a food drive with donations going to the Salvation Army on December 13.

It was clear weather this past weekend, before freezing rain started. This field in North East-
hope Township was being harvested by the Townsend Brothers from around Maplewood 
in Oxford County. According to Ross Townsend, whose sons Ross Junior and Keith were 
operating the combines, this fall is one of the best yielding corn crops they have ever had. 
He was echoing the same thoughts as other corn producers in the area of Perth and Oxford 
counties where well over 220 bushels per acre are the norm for a growing season unmatched 
in years. (Photo credit: Gary West) Townsend brothers combining corn on the weekend. 

Tavistock PS donates warm clothing

Corn harvest continues 
in Perth county

Late fall corn harvest
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By Gord Mills

The Firebird fan base was in full force for 
the annual Teddy Bear toss sponsored by 
Wilmot Township, with the Firebirds host-
ing the Woodstock Navy Vets on Friday, 
December 3.

Our boys had a mission from the start of 
the game, and they came out in full flight. 
With just 42 seconds into the match, Josh 
Vale notched the game’s first goal, with 
helpers to Bruder and Thompson. The 
fans rained down teddy bears and winter 
clothing for donation to the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre. A total of 111 bears and 
a very large bag of hats, mitts, and socks 
were donated. GREAT JOB, New Hamburg 
fans!

Shortly after, Kyle Kraemer pushed the 
lead with assists to Benko and Thompson. 
Still not done, Owen Bruder potted anoth-
er goal from Roth to push the lead further. 
Then Woodstock got their chance on the 
power play and scored the first goal of the 
game for the Navy Vet side. The Firebirds 
wanted that goal back, so Riley Benko 
bulged the twine from Mark to restore a 
three-goal lead.

Woodstock players tallied one more goal 
before the end of the first to sit at a 4-2 
New Hamburg lead in a wild opening peri-
od. The second period opened with tighter 

play from both teams, with multiple power 
play opportunities and neither team being 
able to convert the odd man chances.

The Birds pressure continued, and Jake 
Thompson scored with assists to Kraemer 
and Vale for the sole goal in the 2nd pe-
riod. The end of 2nd score was Firebirds 
5-2. The third period had lots of shots, 
with the Navy Vets getting their third of 

the game on the power play. This ended 
the scoring for the game and gave the win 
to the newly acquired Firebird goalie Ca-
leb Ursu. Great start, Caleb, and welcome 
to the Nest! The final score was 5-3, and 
shots tallied were New Hamburg 53 to 
Woodstock 29.

The weekend’s second game was a trip up 
Nafziger Road the following day to vis-

it the Applejacks. The old Wellesley barn 
always makes for a tight-checking game. 
This was no different!

The play was tight, and neither team 
wanted to give up a chance. At the halfway 
mark of the first, Alexandr Potop potted a 
goal on a sweet setup from Mark to get the 
early lead for the Birds. Wellesley then had 
a power-play chance that evened the score 
with a Carson Wickie goal from Cousineau 
and Zuber. With the first period ending 
in a 1-1 tie. The second period gave New 
Hamburg a number of power-play oppor-
tunities, but they couldn’t beat Applejack’s 
Frank Boal in the net. The third was very 
similar to the second with tight play from 
both teams not wanting to give their oppo-
nent any chances. The third period didn’t 
solve anything on the scoreboard and sent 
the teams to overtime (OT). The OT seen 
close play again from both sides, with 
puck control being the name of the game. 
The game was settled at the 5:17 mark of 
OT, with Wellesley’s Quinn Bisch sealing 
the win for Wellesley. Shots on goal New 
Hamburg 37- Wellesley 30.

The next New Hamburg Firebird home 
game is December 10, with the Norwich 
Merchants coming to town. The game 
sponsor for this game is New Hamburg 
Minor Hockey Association. Hope to see 
you there.

By Veronica Reiner

The Wellesley Applejacks had an exciting 
weekend, with two matches that went into 
overtime (OT), resulting in one tie and 
one win.

They are now tied for first place (14 wins, 
2 losses, 1 overtime loss, 2 ties) in the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League South 
Doherty division, along with the Tavistock 
Braves (14-3-1-2).

Their first game was against the Braves 
at the Tavistock and District Recreation 
Centre on Friday, December 3, which re-
sulted in a 3-3 tie. The Braves drew first 

blood quickly at 2:15, and Wellesley’s Car-
son Wickie (Austin Cousineau) fired back 
shortly after at 4:49. There was no more 
scoring and zero penalties in the first 
frame.

The Braves once again regained the lead 
late in the second stanza at 19:05, and so-
lidified it further 6:12 into the third.

Wellesley finally got the chance to re-
spond again at 10:05, with a goal courtesy 
of Wickie (Cousineau), who capitalized on 
a power play. Wickie scored a third goal 
unassisted, and achieved a hat trick at 
17:05, tying the game and bringing things 

into OT.

There were no penalties and no scoring in 
OT, resulting in a tie game 3-3. The Apple-
jacks slightly outshot the Braves, 30-26.

The next day, the Applejacks host the New 
Hamburg Firebirds, where the Applejacks 
eventually won 2-1 in OT. The Firebirds 
got their first and only goal at 10:41. Wick-
ie shot back at 12:12, taking advantage of 
a power play, with assists from Cousineau 
and Justin Zuber.

This resulted in a tie that kept up for the 
remainder of regular gameplay. There 
were five penalties doled out between the 

two teams during the second stanza, but 
no scoring. While there were two pen-
alties in the third, there was no scoring, 
which brought the game into OT.

After 5:17, an unassisted goal by Quinn 
Bisch sealed the win for the Applejacks 
2-1. The Applejacks slightly outshot the 
Firebirds 39-31.

The next pair of matches will see the 
Applejacks take on the Hespeler Sham-
rocks at the Hespeler Memorial Arena on 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m., and 
host the Burford Bulldogs Friday, Decem-
ber 10 at 7:45 p.m.

Firebirds celebrating a goal versus Wellesley. Pictured are Jack Nell (44), Cedrik Roth (24), 
Alexandr Potop (2), and Zach (13).

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Saturday, Dec. 11 -2:30 pm

TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT RECREATION CENTRE

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 

VS NEW HAMBURG FIREBIRDS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

SPORTS —
Big weekend for New Hamburg Firebirds

Two overtime matches for the Wellesley Applejacks

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

“A hidden gem”“A hidden gem”

Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order

www.mariochangchicken.ca
mariochangchicken
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By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Braves put up three out 
of a possible four points over the week-
end, keeping themselves in contention for 
top spot in the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s South Doherty division.

Tavistock got points from seven different 
players Friday night, as they skated to a 
3-3 tie against the Wellesley Applejacks. A 
night later, the Braves took out their of-
fensive frustrations in an 8-1 thumping of 
the Burford Bulldogs.

Against Wellesley, the Braves had to come 
from behind twice to salvage a point 
against the ‘Jacks. It didn’t help matters 
much that Tavistock couldn’t handcuff 
Wellesley’s Carson Wickie, who had a hat 

trick for the visitors. But a balanced attack 
for the home side saw Connor Otto, Pat-
rick Vulgan and Owen Rahn light the lamp 
for Tavistock – Rahn’s goal came with 6:12 
left in the game to force overtime.

The goaltenders took over from there, as 
Tarin Pennington earned the split in net 
for Tavistock (27 saves on 30 shots). Frank 
Boal had an easier night in the Wellesley 
net, stopping 23 of 26 shots.

Zach Gladding, Josh Helgerman, Nathan 
Yeck and Christian Bergmann picked up 
assists for the Braves.

A night later in Burford, Tavistock might’ve 
gotten off the bus a little tired from the 
night before as the Bulldogs stunned their 
guests by taking a 1-0 lead just 30 seconds 

into the game.

That shock likely wore off quickly, as Ta-
vistock was up 2-1 after the first period 
and then only 3-1 after 40 minutes before 
they pumped five goals past Burford’s net-
minder in the final frame.

Ryan Suljak and Yeck had a pair of goals 
each, while Ian Glendinning, Gladding, 
Drew Gerth and Helgerman picked up one 
apiece. Assists were credited to Helger-
man (2), Brock McKenzie (2), Bergmann 
(2), Nathan Bartlett, Rahn (2), Will Schlot-
zhauer, Yeck, Gladding, Glendinning (2) 
and Gerth.

After getting the night off against Welles-
ley, Jeffrey Kernichan stopped 30 shots for 
the win. Nathan Butler had 28 saves on 36 

shot in defeat.

Thanks to their three-point weekend, the 
Braves sit tied on points for first place but 
are in second behind Wellesley as the Ap-
plejacks have a game in hand. Tavistock 
(14-3-1-2) and the Applejacks (14-2-1-2) 
lead the Woodstock Navy Vets by a point 
and the New Hamburg Firebirds by four 
points in the standings. The Braves’ grip 
on a share of the division lead will be put 
to the test this week when they head to 
Woodstock to clash with the Navy Vets on 
Friday, Dec. 10 (7:45 p.m. game time). The 
next afternoon, Tavistock resumes hostil-
ities with New Hamburg when they host 
the Firebirds for a 2:30 p.m. tilt on Satur-
day, Dec. 11.

By Matt Harris

It looks like the Tavistock Royals got the 
most out of their week off, much to the 
chagrin of the visiting Petrolia Squires.

Trevor Sauder and Brendan Woods had 
three points apiece while Sean Leslie had 
the game-winning goal in a 7-2 Royals 
win over Petrolia, keeping Tavistock in 
the upper half of the WOAA standings as 
a result.

Things were balanced at the start of the 
game, as Sauder put the Royals up 1-0 
just nine seconds after the puck dropped. 
Petrolia’s Ethan Dupont knotted the score 
just over seven minutes after that, mark-
ing the last time the Squires were remote-
ly close to the lead.

Brody Oliver, Leslie, Jeremy Munro and 
Sauder put pucks behind Petrolia’s Antho-
ny Hurtubise (who faced 17 shots in the 
frame) in the second period; in contrast, 
Jensen Van Boekel had a light period of 
action with just one goal allowed on nine 
shots.

It was just a matter of finishing the job in 
the third period. Aasron Hosszu and An-
gus Rowland had final frame goals to ice 
the win, while Van Boekel needed to make 
just 25 saves on 27 shots to pick up the 
win in net. Hurtubise finished the game 
stopping 33 of 40 shots.

Woods had three helpers in the win, while 
Deven Kropf, Chris Dimmers, Matt Zilke, 
Jared Prekup (2), Mitch Facey, Geoff Kill-

ing, Leslie and Sauder added the others.

The win improved Tavistock’s overall re-
cord to 6-3-0-0-1, putting them in sev-
enth place with 13 points. They sit seven 
points out of first place, currently held by 
the Seaforth Centenaires, but are just four 
points behind the second-place Ripley 

Wolves (8-1-0-1-0). Tavistock has played 
just 10 games this season, tied for fewest 
with Ripley, Clinton and Milverton.

The Royals hit the ice just once this com-
ing weekend when they welcome the 
Durham Thundercats to town on Saturday, 
Dec. 11. Puck drop is set for 7:30 p.m. 

SPORTS —
Three more points for Braves

Royals post home win over Squires

Tavistock ties Wellesley, blasts Burford

Sauder, Woods lead Roayls with three points apiece

TAVISTOCK
LEAF & YARD
WASTE DEPOT
HENDERSHOT STREET DEPOT NOW OPEN

TAVISTOCK
LEAF & YARD
WASTE DEPOT
HENDERSHOT STREET DEPOT NOW OPEN

After undergoing improvements, Oxford County’s 
Leaf and Yard Waste Depot at 18 Hendershot Street 
in Tavistock, reopened Monday, December 6. 
The temporary depot on William Street is closed.

For more information: 
wasteline.ca | 519-539-9800
1-800-755-0394

Holiday Hours
There will not be a 

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette on 
December 30th and 

January 6th. The first paper in the 
new year will be January 13th.

Have a safe and happy holiday!



22 Thursday, December 9, 2021 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL 

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

COMMUNITY —
Medieval times in Shakespeare The season of giving

Dueling in Shakespeare on Saturday, December 4 are two masters of the sport: Mark Patch-
ett from Kitchener-Waterloo and David Stamper from Guelph.

Andrew Raymer (right) is seen above with his business partner Ryan Husk (left) presenting 
a donation cheque to TAP Program Director Deb Wagler on behalf of Raymer Financial IA 
Private Wealth.

By Gary West

If you were near the Pavillion or Optimist 
hall last Saturday in Shakespeare, you 
would have been taken back to medieval 
times by more than 200 members of the 
Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA).

The group dresses up like the knights of 
the round table from the Middle Ages, and 
sword fight with something called a “Ra-
pier.” A rapier, laymen's terms, is a sword 
with a plastic blunt end in one hand and 
a dagger and shield (known as a Buchler) 
in the other to keep the duel safe for the 

participants.

The organization has chapters all over 
the world. The first one in Ontario started 
in Toronto in the early 1970s. It is called 
historical fencing with fun; the creative 
chapter has been coming to Shakespeare 
for the last number of years to re-create 
the Middle Ages, as would have been the 
case at that time. Organizers called the lo-
cation the “Kingdom of Eldomere,” and to 
an outsider, it looked like a sport with a 
different twist, but at the same time a very 
unique competition.

By Jessica Harvey

For the past five years Raymer Financial 
IA Private Wealth has been giving a dona-
tion to the Tavistock Assistance Program 
(T.A.P.) in lieu of having a client appre-
ciation. Considering the time of year and 
knowing there are local families in need 
Raymer states “We wanted to do some-
thing to give back within our community 
and thought of TAP.” 

Giving a gift where it is really needed, was 
the initial thought, which has carried on 

with this yearly tradition. It is important to 
remember those in need, and at this time 
of year any extras that can be given, in the 
form of gift cards for groceries, pharmacy 
items, baked goods, meals or meats from 
the local butcher, or monetary donations, 
would be appreciated by the local organi-
zation. Raymer spoke of the importance of 
creating awareness around giving back at 
this time of year, and added how benefi-
cial it is to have an organization like the 
Tavistock Assistance Program available to 
give back locally. 

IN THE WILMOT-TAVISTOCK 
GAZETTE CHRISTMAS EDITION 

ON dECEMBER 23TH!
Deadline is December 16th.
Call TODAY 519-580-5418 or
EMAIL: ads @wilmotpost.ca
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COMMUNITY —

It was a “full house” at the Puddicombe House on December 5, when Santa Claus came to visit. (Photo contributed)

By Wilmot Tavistock Gazette Staff 

Santa Claus himself visited the Puddi-
combe House in New Hamburg on Sun-
day, December 5.

"We had a full house... children and dogs 
and families," said Barb Angelucci, of the 
New Hamburg Santa Clause Parade Com-
mittee. "Families also generously brought 
non-perishable food items to the Wilmot 

Family Resource Centre van and our San-
ta mail box was almost full of letters to 
Santa."

Despite the cold and windy weather, there 
was a "fantastic" turnout of volunteers 
from the New Hamburg Board of Trade, 
Wilmot Optimist Club, and the New Ham-
burg Lions and Lionesses.

Cookies were made by Cakrmakr and 

purchased by the Santa Clause Parade 
Committee. Kayla Orleck and her hus-
band, Chris from Pet Valu, gave out "rein-
deer food" and treats for dogs.

Lyle and Karen Cressman, owners of 
the Puddicombe House, along with their 
family and grandchildren, were on hand 
to give out hot chocolate. This and the 
equipment was donated by the Puddi-
combe House.

Mayor Les Armstrong attended to greet 
families, and Brett Okum from the New 
Hamburg pot office was taking in all the 
letters going to the North Pole.

Barb also thanked Caleb Jukes from Focus 
Computers, and the volunteers in general. 
"We have so much gratitude for our vol-
unteers and sponsors," she said. "Thank 
you to our beautiful community for mak-
ing our afternoon so fun."

Santa Claus visits the Puddicombe House
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COMMUNITY —

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

This tractor at Premier Equipment Ltd. in Tavistock, on 537089 County Road 34, is 
decked out with Christmas-themed lights. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

In an election held on December 2, 2021, Perth Coun-
ty Council acclaimed James (Jim) Aitcheson, the Dep-
uty Mayor for the Township of Perth South, as Warden 
of Perth County. The position of Warden is elected each 
year and the 2021-2022 term will be the third consecutive 
term for Jim as Warden.

“I am grateful to the confidence our Council continues 
to place in me as I fulfil the role of Warden.” said Jim 
Aitcheson. “County Council continues to work hard to de-
liver service excellence to the people of Perth County.”

Although COVID-19 pandemic continues to play a signif-
icant role across the region, County Council has adapted 
through technology to meet in a hybrid format with some 
members of council online and others in person. Accom-
plishments for 2021 include the launch of a new County 
Planning model, the adoption of the County’s Diversity, 
Equity and Anti-Racism Charter, the new Fire Radio Dis-
patch agreement, new school zone road safety initiatives, 
and much more.

“2022 is gearing up to be an extremely busy year as well. 

The County’s New Official Plan project will be ramping 
up with new staff on board to help manage the project. I 
am excited to continue working with members of County 
Council and the Staff at Perth County in this role.” said 
Aitcheson.

In addition to Warden Aitcheson serving a third term, 
Rhonda Ehgoetz, Mayor of the Township of Perth East, 
was also acclaimed for a third term serving as Deputy 
Warden. “I am thankful for Council’s support of me in my 
role of Deputy Warden. I look forward to another term 
working alongside Jim, the other members of County 
Council together with staff to continue fulfilling our goals 
in the Strategic Plan.” said Rhonda Ehgoetz.

“On behalf of County staff, I want to extend my sincere 
congratulations to Warden Aitcheson and Deputy Warden 
Ehgoetz for their acclamation to their roles.” said Chief 
Administrative Officer Lori Wolfe. “We appreciate the 
leadership shown by Council over the past year and I am 
excited for the opportunities that lay ahead for us to con-
tinue our work together over the next year.”

2022 will mark the end of the current 4-year term Coun-
cil term with a municipal election scheduled for the fall. 
Perth County Council is comprised of Council represen-
tatives from each of the four-lower tier municipalities; 
The Municipality of North Perth, the Township of Perth 
South, the Township of Perth East and the Municipality 
of West Perth.

For more information about County Council, please visit: 
www.perthcounty.ca/council

Jim Aitcheson Acclaimed as Perth County Warden 
for 2021-2022

arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

NEW HAMBURG
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By Darrell Kirby of Wellesley & District Li-
ons Club

Once again, the Wellesley & District Lions 
Club’s annual Tree of Lights Fundraiser is in 
full swing. This year’s donations will support 
Meals on Wheels and the Wellesley Family 
Resource Fund. These charities are managed 
by Community Care Concepts, who will use 
these funds to support residents in Wellesley 
Village and the surrounding area. 

Meals on Wheels has previously served over 
2,500 nutritious meals through the commu-
nity dining program. Your support makes the 
Meals on Wheels program affordable for Se-
niors.

The Wellesley Family Outreach Fund helps 
families in tough times with basic needs 
such as heating oil, food, shelter, transporta-
tion, and clothing expenses.

Every dollar donated to the Tree of Lights 
campaign will go to these charities. 

Donations can be made until December 31, 
2021 via e-transfer to wellionstreeoflight@
gmail.com, mailing a cheque to “Wellesley & 
District Lions Club” PO Box 281, Wellesley 
ON N0B 2T0, or at the following businesses – 
CIBC, Pym’s Village Market, Wellesley Home 
Hardware, Wellesley Apple Products, Esso 
Service Centre. Tax Receipts can be request-
ed for donations of $10 or more by emailing 
- wellionstreeoflight@gmail.com. 

An official lighting ceremony will happen 
following the parade on the evening of Fri-
day, December 10th. Please join us at the 
Tree of Lights by the Schmidtsville parking 
lot on the south side of the Wellesley Pond.

Help us light up the Tree of Lights in support 
of these great causes this holiday season!

Wellesey Tree of Lights Fundraiser 
in full swing
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

December 10

Christmas Tyme in Wellesley

Floats may start lining up 
at Wellesley PS at 5:30 p.m. 
for last minute preparations. 
Leaving school at 6:45 p.m. 
west on Queen’s Bush, left 
onto Nafziger, left onto Maple 
Leaf, and ending at the Com-
munity Centre.

December 10th, 11th

Wellesley Christmas Market

Wellesley Community Centre 
Centre, 1,000 Maple Street. 
$10 vendor fee plus insur-
ance. December 10th, 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. December 11th, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact welles-
leymarket@gmail.com.

December 11th

Drive Thru Visit With Santa

Sponsored by Optimist Club 
of Petersburg.  9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. at 1716 Snyder's Rd. E., 
Petersburg (Emmanuel Lu-
theran Church).  Receiving 
Letters to Santa and Food 
Bank Donations Accepted.

December 11th

Fundraiser: Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol.

Free, online pre-recorded 
dramatic reading of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
along with some seasonal 
tunes, broadcast on Facebook. 
Free will donations can be 
made at www.terryfox.ca/
wilmotchristmascarol.

December 13th

Blood Donation Event

Steinmann Mennonite 

Church, 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West, New Hamburg. Booking 
times available on blood.ca 
from about 2 p.m. until about 
8 p.m.

December 13th

Anything But Merry

Free, virtual session about 
coping with grief around 
the holidays from 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m., hosted by the Woolwich 
Counselling Centre and Be-
reaved Families of Ontario

December 15th

Become a Nith Valley Eco 
Booster Youth Advocate

From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Help 
your school become a climate 
change leader by joining 
the Nith Valley EcoBoosters 
Youth Advocates. For more 

info, visit www.nvecoboosters.
com.

December 17th

Drive-Through Turkey Din-
ner

New Hamburg Legion is 
holding a drive-thru turkey 
dinner.  Pick-up time is be-
tween 5pm and 6pm.  Tick-
ets are $20 each and can 
be picked up at the Legion 
Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays between 1pm and 
5pm or by calling the Legion 
519-662-3770 or Terri 519-
662-3834.

December 18th

Live Nativity Walk Through

At East Zorra Mennonite 
Church on 677044 16th Line 
in Tavistock. Takes place be-

tween 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
cash/cheque donations are 
accepted for the Huron Perth 
Children’s Aid Society. The 
rain date in Sunday, Decem-
ber 19.

December 25th

Christmas Day Dinner

The Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre and local churches are 
providing a Christmas Day 
Dinner on December 25th. 
Call 519-662-2731 to register.

December 28th

Blood Donation Event

Perth East Recreation Com-
plex at 40 Temperance Street 
in Milverton. Booking times 
available on blood.ca from 
about 2 p.m. until about 3 
p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2021

Joke sign on Shade Street 1918 Chev turned 
snowmobile on display

This homemade sign was spotted on Shade Street in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Scott 
Dunstall) 

Pictured is the 1918 Chev turned snowmobile which was once owned by North Easthope 
farmer, Duncan McDermott, and is now at the Canadian automotive museum in Oshawa. 
(Photo credit: Gary West)
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WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Vincent Van Gogh

2) New York City

3) Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 
Hearts Club Band

4) Alice's Adventures 
in Wonderland 

5) Rafter

6) Dog 

7) New Zealand 

8) Don Rickles

9) 42

10) Spongebob 
Squarepants

RUN YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS

Submit your classified to us by calling 
519-655-2341 or emailing info@wilmotpost.ca 
or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s 
(He wants this bolded) Jazz, Rock, Alternative, 
Folk, Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750

CORRECTION: 
The Celebration of Christmas Concert at Grace Unit-
ed, with Hannah Thomas, will be Wednesday Dec 8th 
from 7-8.30  NOT Dec 5th.

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4
Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944  

www.justworking.ca
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

SUBSCRIBERS NOTICE
YOU WILL NOTICE THIS WEEK THAT THERE 

IS COLOUR ON YOUR LABEL
Green -  You are paid up 

Orange - This is the month of your expiry
Red - You are past due. Let us know if you are  

renewing as soon as possible

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek@xplornet.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

Nathan Brenneman
Owner / Operator

Nathan@BrennemanElectric.ca Residential • Commercial
519-404-2130 Industrial • Agricultural
www.BrennemanElectric.ca ECRA/ESA 7009984

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST

ADAM SPYLO
Sales Representative

519.741.4880 Cell • 519.570.4447 Office
teamspylorealty@gmail.com

PAVESTONESMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
Repairs to all makes/models 
of Riding and Push Mowers, 

Rototillers, Trimmers, 
Snowblowers, Chainsaws, etc. 

including Commercial and Farm
Reasonable rates, free Pickup and Delivery. 
Reconditioned equipment sales with "All Inclusive" 60 
day warranty.

RANDY’S REPAIR SERVICE
Hickson 519-462-2739 • Cell 226-228-2739

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE

COFFEE DELIVERY

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.655.2322
Tavistock Community Health, 80 Maria St., Tavistock

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Order Snapping Turtle coffee 
beans and k-cups for free 
delivery in Tavistock

Email tavistockgazette@rogers.com 
for more details

Main office: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys  
519-284-2332 • www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Deadline for all upcoming 
advertisements is  

MONDAY AT 10AM of the week 
the ad is to be run! 

Any ads submitted after 
MAY NOT MAKE IT IN!  
Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: 
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 

COULD BE YOURS 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 

519-6555-2341

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

MAPLE SYRUP  

2021 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

519-655-2341
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Give the Gift of TLC this Holiday Season!
Premium Quality Pet Food, Delivered FREE to Your Door!

DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
Dog Food      Puppy Food      Cat Food      Biscuits
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


