
By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wellesley council 
members unanimously awarded the 
contract for the Wellesley Township 
Recreation Complex to Ball Construc-
tion Ltd. for $26,500,000 plus harmo-
nized sales tax (HST).

Work on the location at the parkland 
at the corner of Hutchison Road and 
Queen’s Bush Road is expected to begin 
in the spring, with the completion set 
for fall 2023. Public consultation will 
begin in early 2022.

The decision was made at a special, 
in-person council meeting at the Lin-
wood Community Centre on Tuesday 

night, December 14. Members of the 
public attended, and applauded after 
the final decision was made. The meet-
ing was live-streamed on YouTube.

“Things have really fallen into place 
with this project, beginning with the 
generosity of the Erb family in provid-
ing the affordable purchase of land un-
expectedly,” said Councillor Peter van 
der Maas, just before the vote.

“[Wellesley is] a dynamic community 
that’s going to use these facilities for a 
long time.”

The amenities will include a single pad 
ice rink, walking track, eight dressing 
rooms (including two fully accessi-

ble rooms), Junior “C” dressing room, 
storage for community groups, youth 
centre, senior centre, gymnasium (that 
would serve as a community centre), 
commercial kitchen, meeting rooms, 
fitness rooms, two soccer fields, and an 
outdoor walking trail.

A space for the Wellesley Community 
Health Centre (WCHC) was added to 
the project; the WCHC is required to 
sign a memorandum of understanding 
(MOI) to ensure the full cost of the cen-
tre, and any carrying costs, will be cov-
ered by the health centre with no addi-
tional burden on the taxpayers.

The new rec complex will replace the 

By Lee Griffi 

The Men’s Club has been a part of the Ta-
vistock community for over 80 years with a 
rich history of providing help where need-
ed. COVID-19 may have slowed down their 
fundraising efforts, but the members are 
finding a way to keep delivering money to 
those in need.

Despite the thousands of dollars the group 
has donated to worthy causes over the 
years, many locals still have a traditional 
German condiment at top of mind when 
they think Men’s Club. “We are kind of 
known for our sauerkraut,” laughs Pres-
ident Walter Kropf. COVID-19 has been 
hard on the fundraising the club normal-
ly does, but Kropf says they decided to do 
what they could. “The November dinner in 
2020 was cancelled, and the June fish fry 
was cancelled this year. We did get brave 
and pulled off a drive through pork chop 
sauerkraut supper this August. That went 
quite well so then we were thinking should 
we have the annual sauerkraut supper 
which we have done for over 50 years. Peo-
ple were asking for it, so we went ahead 
and did a rerun of what we did in August. 
Everyone was pleased with the quality and 
the quantity of food.” The club still makes 
their own sauerkraut made from locally 
supplied cabbage.

The club has long supported sports such as 
hockey, figure skating and baseball along 
with the local 4-H Club. Kropf says the pan-
demic put a halt to all that help. “A year ago, 
there was no money handed out because 
we had no money coming in. But we pulled 
our horns in and went into survival mode. 
There wasn’t much we could do for the 
community because we weren’t allowed to 
do anything. This year we turned the cor-
ner a little bit and we can help.” The Club 
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current one on Catherine Street. Council passed a mo-
tion that the Wellesley park will remain as active park-
land after the closure of the arena and community cen-
tre.

“The area occupied by the arena, community center and 
parking lots will be prime location for a mixed com-
mercial/residential development possibly in the form 
of multi-storey buildings with commercial main floor 
and apartments geared to seniors above,” wrote Chief 
Administrative Officer Rik Louwagie in his report.

Wellesley issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) in July 
2021 for the recreation complex. Four contractors sub-
mitted bids by the October 25 deadline, including Ball 
Construction Ltd., Fortis Group, JR Certus Construction 
Co. Ltd., and Melloul Blamey Construction Inc.

As part of reviewing the bids, staff used a scoring ma-
trix to evaluate each submission. Factors they looked at 
included 25% for aesthetics, 15% for building flow, 15% 
for ease of maintenance, 10% for meeting requirements 
of the RFP, 20% for energy efficiencies, and 10% for cost.

All four proposals exceeded the approved $22,000,000 
budget; the main reason identified by Wellesley staff 
for the higher price is the escalating cost of steel, win-
dows and other construction materials over the past six 
months.

Rod Aitken, Vice President at Ball Construction, as well 
as Brendon Aitken, Estimator at Ball Construction, de-
livered individual presentations to council members.

“We’re local to the community; our head office is in 
Kitchener,” said Aitken. “We have built probably over 45 
recreation complexes - this is one of our main focuses 
in construction. So we’re very familiar with this type of 
a complex.”

He added the design was intended to be as “green” as 
possible; some of these changes were included in the 
base price, such as LED lighting throughout the facility, 
soft starts on motors in refrigeration room, and recap-
turing heat from refrigeration plant to help heat areas 
of the facility, including the seating area of the arena.

Others added to the base price, including adding solar 
panels to the roof ($430,500), adding heat pump options 
to roof top units ($189,000), and adding four electric ve-
hicle charging stations ($73,500). These will decrease 
operating costs of the facility.

With the overall cost at $26,500,000 plus the efficiency 
upgrades, a debenture would have to be taken out over 
a time frame that would be decided by council.

This decision has been several years in the making. In 
July 2019, a report was brought to council recommend-
ing that the current Wellesley arena close due to an 
engineer’s report that deemed that roof may not with-
stand another snowfall.

Around that time, local residents and user groups 
formed a committee to start the movement towards a 

new recreation centre in Wellesley township, spear-
headed by Chris Martin.

“After two-and-a-half years of many ups and downs, 
it’s very exciting to finally be here today,” said Mar-
tin, during the meeting. “When the roof issues had the 
Wellesley arena temporarily closed, this provided the 
opportunity for the community to assess what social 
and recreational needs were desired in our township.”

In September 2019, the newly formed Wellesley Town-
ship Recreation Centre Advisory Committee (WTR-
CAC), along with staff and council  members, visited 
eight creation complexes throughout Southwestern 
Ontario. This helped them form ideas for what ameni-
ties should be included in the new Wellesley complex.

“There is something for everyone in this recreation 
centre; in fact, this has become the capital fundraising 
campaign slogan: something for everyone,” said Martin. 
“All facets of community life are present in this project 
- the recreation centre is designed to be a hub of inter-
connectedness.”

In August 2019, Campaign Coaches conducted a fea-
sibility study to determine what capacity a fundrais-
ing campaign could achieve in Wellesley township. 

The study revealed that the campaign could make 
$2,500,000 towards this project.

In October 2019, rendering drawings were completed 
through Invizij Architects, which were submitted along 
with an application for an Investing in Canada Infra-
structure Program (ICIP)) grant. In May 2020, staff 
found out that the ICIP application was rejected.

However, in February 2021, staff received an email 
from the province asking questions about the rec com-
plex application. The main question asked if the mu-
nicipality was still in a position to meet the application 
requirements.

In June 2021, it was announced that the Ontario gov-
ernment was investing more than $16-million for the 
new complex. The remainder will be covered by the 
municipality.

Accurate debenture costs cannot be determined at this 
time. Variables that will affect this at the time the de-
benture is applied for include interest, term of deben-
ture, and the amount applied for. The amount will be 
determined at a later date in a separate staff report be-
fore taking it on.

Continued from page 1
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With you in mind at Christmastime!
As we join you and your family in celebrating the birth of our Saviour, 
we recall the many generous folks we’ve had the privilege to serve 
this year, and know that we are truly blessed.

Wishing you glad tidings and a holiday that is as special as you are.

Thank you for your patronage. We look forward to helping you with your 
projects in the coming year!

Merry Christmas!
 ~ Randy, Alea, Jelene and Joellah

Thank you to all my clients 
for your kind patronage 
over the past year!  ~ Mitch
519-501-6326
33 Woodstock St. S Unit 2

And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.- Luke 2:10-11
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A floor plan of the Wellesley Township Recreation Centre, to be completed by Ball Construction. (Photo credit: Wellesley 
Township Agenda Package - December 14, 2021.
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By Nigel Gordijk

When the Afghanistan government fell 
to the resurgent Taliban four months ago, 
the ripples were felt over 10,800 kilome-
tres away in Wilmot.

Since September, the federal government 
has vowed to accept 40,000 humanitari-
an refugees from Afghanistan, and hun-
dreds have arrived in the Waterloo re-
gion. Some of them are being supported 
by the Kitchener-Waterloo branch of the 
Canadian Federation of University Wom-
en (CFUW), a voluntary non-profit orga-
nization.

Anita Davies, who lives in Foxboro Green 
in Baden, is the group’s president. She 
said a winter clothing drive began after a 
CFUW member happened to meet some 
of the Afghan newcomers in a Waterloo 
park.

New Hamburg’s Barb Bedford collaborat-
ed with Davies in 2016 when CFUW as-
sisted Syrian refugees in the region. “Barb 
immediately went into problem-solving, 
looking strategically at what was happen-
ing, but also feet on the ground,” Davies 
said.

Bedford collected donations of furniture 
and winter clothes from neighbours in 
her Stonecroft subdivision. “The next 
step is school supplies. Lunch box, back-
pack, pencils, crayons, and so on,” said 
Davies.

When Bedford visited Comfort Inn in 
Waterloo, she met a group of Afghan men 
staying there temporarily. They were all 
interpreters who assisted the Canadian 
military in Afghanistan.

Canada’s armed forces contributed to the 
international coalition in the Afghanistan 
War that removed the Taliban from pow-
er in 2001, and also assisted in the after-
math. That mission ended in 2014, but in 
August 2021, the Taliban regained control 
of the country after U.S. troops withdrew. 
Canadian aircrews and military person-
nel returned to the capital, Kabul, to as-
sist with emergency evacuations.

The interpreters who Bedford met de-
scribed the living conditions at Comfort 
Inn, where rooms weren’t cleaned until 
recently. The refugees had no cleaning 
supplies to do it themselves, and there 
are no laundry amenities.

“They have no communal area,” she said. 
“They while away their day in a crowd-
ed room. Their children are banned from 
going in the hallways. There was no effort 
made to supply the children with activi-
ties at all.”

The newcomers receive an allowance of 
$20 per person per day from Immigra-
tion, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, 
which is distributed by Reception House, 
a Kitchener-based organization whose 
mandate is to welcome government-as-
sisted refugees. The stipend also covers 

the cost of personal hygiene products for 
women and children. As they don’t have 
access to a kitchen, the refugees were 
told to shop at Walmart.

“Unfortunately, you cannot buy prepared 
foods there for three meals a day. You’d be 
lucky if you could buy two,” Bedford said.

One of the refugees at the Comfort Inn 
is Sayed Salahuddin, who was formerly a 
journalist for The Washington Post, Reu-
ters, and Associated Press. More recently, 
he worked for The Arab News.

“They were kind enough to put my name 
on the list to be evacuated from Afghani-
stan,” he said.

After the Taliban government was top-
pled in 2001, he felt that life in Afghan-
istan improved dramatically, although it 
was far from perfect.

“You had freedom of choice. There were 
universities open for girls; women were 
allowed to work. At the same time, there 
was violence in parts of the country. In 
Kabul, crimes are high. There was fraud, 
corruption. There were positive and neg-
ative impacts on the life of people in the 
past 20 years.”

Two decades of progress disappeared in 
mid-August when the Taliban entered 
Kabul, and the government collapsed af-
ter President Ashraf Ghani fled the coun-
try.

“Most people lost their hope for the fu-
ture of Afghanistan because of those 
events,” said Salahuddin.

He fears the Afghan people are facing se-
vere poverty because the U.S. has frozen 

the country’s assets. “I spoke with a close 
friend of mine a while back, and he said 
that those who are well off are begging 
for one loaf of bread.”

Despite the dire situation in Afghanistan, 
choosing to leave was still distressing.

“It is tough for anyone to leave your 
country, to leave behind your home, your 
memories, your relatives, but we had to 
make that decision,” said Salahuddin.

Some families were split up during chaot-

ic evacuations, but Salahuddin was joined 
by his wife, Marghalara Dorokhshan, two 
daughters, aged 21 and 19, and two sons, 
who are 15 and 3.

They flew from Kabul to Qatar on a mil-
itary plane, and 10 days later, Ottawa ar-
ranged a commercial flight to Toronto. 
The loan for those tickets has to be re-
paid to the government.

“The Government of Canada has done its 
best to provide whatever it can to the ref-
ugees. We are very lucky.”

He’s hoping to move to Mississauga, clos-
er to family and friends. If that doesn’t 
pan out, he’ll remain in Waterloo region 
for now.

“I like this place because it’s less chaotic. 
You can find your way around,” Salahud-
din said.

“We don’t want to be a burden,” he add-
ed. “My plan is to see if I can learn some 
skilled profession, like plumbing, electri-
cian, or carpentry. That way you will be 
able to establish a life where you don’t 
have to rely on the government for social 
welfare. I will be able to work, wherever 
I move.”

Bedford said, “I think I’m grateful every 
single day that I’m here. My parents came 
(to Canada) from Poland. In the Second 
World War, they were taken as slave la-
bourers into Germany. When the war fin-
ished, they stayed in a refugee camp for 
almost three years.”

She told Salahuddin, “I really understand, 
and I want to do whatever I can to make 
sure that you have a good life.”

“People like you, and others, have done 
more than enough,” he replied.

FEATURE —

Anita Davies and Barb Bedford are members of the Canadian Federation of University Women, which is assisting new 
arrivals in the region

Wilmot women step forward to help Afghan 
refugees adapt to Canadian life

    

The only requirement is to believe in Him
The reward of faith is 

that you shall have everlasting life. 

Who can add to Christmas?

The perfect gift is that He gave His only Son 
The perfect motive is God so loved the world

Hwy 7&8 Shakespeare     519-625-8510

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
  from the Gummerson Family and Staff

Thank you for your patronage. Looking forward to serving you in 2022

New Hamburg’s Barb Bedford told recently-arrived Afghan refugee Sayed Salahuddin, “I 
want to do whatever I can to make sure that you have a good life.” (Photo Nigel Gordijk)
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OPINION —

Strange as it may seem to you 
that at my age I have chosen to 
write a letter to you. You know 
that we all have wishes that we 
have thought about and what 
we would like to have. Perhaps 
since the last letter, my thoughts 
and actions, especially in the 
last year, could and should have 
been much better. Even so, it 
would be wonderful for me to 
have my wishes fulfilled.

This time it is different since 
many decades have passed 
since my last letter. My thoughts 

about life and other people have 
changed greatly as they must. 
So my wishes listed here are not 
for myself. They need to be what 
is wished for others.

There are those who have lost 
loved ones during the past year, 
so for them, give them com-
forting thoughts and strength 
to continue on. Then there are 
many who hunger and lack so 
much of which we have had 
plenty, for them some help to 
carry them through another day 
with the hope for a better fu-

ture. Whether by choice or cir-
cumstance, many persons who 
are homeless also need shelter, 
warmth, and sustenance and 
provide comfort to those who 
are lonely. Many from other 
lands and faiths have arrived 
to begin new lives here; may 
they be welcomed and helped as 
our ancestors were aided. May 
peace and justice prevail.

But now, having looked back on 
my wishes, the thought occurs to 
me that these are not the mate-
rial things you usually provide. 

Instead, they must now be my 
prayer to my Creator who hears 
our petitions. May the Great 
Gift given to us at Christmas 
guide us at this special time and 
throughout the coming year.

May the great good spirit of the 
Christmas season be with all our 
readers. May peace, happiness 
and goodwill be yours.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper ed-
itor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Dear Santa

By Ernie Ritz

EXPERT ADVICE: Hudson’s Bay Stores aka The Bay

You can’t order your meal un-
til you decide which restaurant, 
you’re going to go to… same thing 
with buying pieces for your clos-
et. I prefer to use the term clos-
et. I think wardrobe sounds pre-
tentious. I buy 90% of my clothes 
from four retailers you can find 
regionally. Their bricks and 
mortars are all 12 to 15 minutes 
from my home in New Hamburg. 
Those stores are The Bay, Mar-
shalls, Winners and RW & Co. It 
was five until the close of Mur-
ray’s. I also purchase my shoes 
at The Bay, Marshalls, Aldo’s and 
Call it Spring. I’ve also purchased 
shoes at the Cole Haan store at 
the Premier Outlet Mall in Milton 
and the Steve Madden Store at 
Square One in Mississauga. I’m 
not personally endorsing these 
brands, nor am I compensated 
by any of them. I’m simply laying 
out a road map. Let’s take these 
retailers one by one and look at 
why I think they are important 
for looking sharp at sustainable 
prices with the least amount of 
aggravation while buying region-

ally…. which employs regionally. 

Hudson's Bay Stores. Aka The 
Bay. They are conveniently locat-
ed in three KW malls. Conestoga, 
Fairview and Cambridge.

They have no commissioned 
salespeople, so you are under 
no pressure. While that sounds 
great, it also begs the question, 
what do I do when I get there… 
either in a store or their website. 
Read on.

They have a robust and broad 
offering of men’s fashion on The 
Bay website. You’ll find brands 
and styles that you would never 
find in the store. Why? Hudson’s 
Bay is owned by NRDC Equity 
Partners out of New York. They 
also own the luxury brand, Saks 
5th Avenue. Consequently, you’ll 
find Saks inventory creeping onto 
The Bay website to be cleared—
hence reasonable prices for some 
really sharp pieces.

Speaking of online, The Bay car-
ries the complete line on their 
site with only a fraction of that 
in the store itself. For example, 
one of my polo golf shirt designer 
preferences is Tommy Hilfiger/ 
Custom Fit sizing. This product 
line has many colours (The Bay 
supports the core colours while 
adding and deleting a rotating 
mix of trending colours on a con-
tinuous basis), but you would be 
lucky to find half of those in the 
store. Use online also for visually 
inspecting filtering details first. 
For example, I’m not looking for 
collarless dress coats, so even if I 
like the colour or the way it hangs 
on the model, I won’t even try to 

see if there is one on the floor at 
either of the three locations.

We just spoke about some of the 
advantages The Bay online store 
offers. One of the great things 
about physical Bay stores is that 
they carry many brands under 
one roof. No driving around. Easy 
to compare. My personal Go-Toss 
are Polo, Hilfiger, Sondergaard, 
Nautica, CHAPS and their house 
brand, Black Brown 1826.

Use in-store as a complementa-
ry platform to online for getting 
what you need. Bricks and Mor-
tar are great for evaluating com-
parative brands just by walking 
across the aisle. If I could advise 
my earlier shopper self it would 
be to use stores for comparing 
and evaluating cut, fit and size. 
If something catches my eye on-
line, I might then try to see if I 
can find it at one of their stores 
to at least check those three met-
rics. Let’s use the polo golf shirt 
example again to demonstrate. 
Two of my favourite brands are 
Hilfiger and Polo. I would tell my 
earlier shopper self to grab the 
colour, size and style I thought I 
might be in a Polo golf shirt and 
then pick up the next size below 
that. Then I would tell myself to 
go over to the Hilfiger section 
and look for the closest match to 
the two shirts in my hand. Take 
them to the change room if you 
need them now, and then pick 
one out of the four.

Buying clothes should never be 
in a panic or under pressure---
whether it’s time (event) or a per-
son (your spouse). And the name 

of the game is not to stock up in 
one trip. It’s far better to walk out 
with one well-curated piece than 
four so/so pieces that weren’t giv-
en a lot of thought. In that regard, 
I rarely try clothes on in store. It’s 
like getting changed in a phone 
booth. I would much prefer to 
take those four shirts home and 
try them on there. There is no 
pressure. There’s lots of room. 
And for me, I can try working 
that piece into my existing inven-
tory. Regarding Polo shirts, I will 
try them on with different belts, 
shoes and shorts. AND, I never 
take the tags off until I am abso-
lutely sure on my final selection. 
My acid test is that a piece should 
work with at least three different 
looks using my existing collec-
tion.

Here’s a good example of using 
the store to evaluate a product. 
Once again, using the polo golf 
shirt analogy, The Bay never puts 
Hilfiger polo golf shirts on sale. 
IF you see them on sale, exam-
ine those (usually featured on a 
rolling rack in the aisle) with the 
very similar ones on the fixed 
racks that are still marked at full 
price. The less expensive ones 
are a promo version, and while 
they may look the same at first 
blush, they are quite different. 
You can tell by getting the colour 
from each area and examining 
them side by side, The material is 
thinner, and the arm gatherings 
are not as sturdy. We’ll talk about 
why matching material to body 
style is important and the differ-
ences by designer.

What else about The Bay. Oh 

yes, returns are hassle-free. No 
repacking. No courier pick-up 
issues. Keep in mind, however, 
that The Bay is now 30 days on 
returns. Before then, I’d hang 
onto something for months, usu-
ally trying to convince a friend or 
family member to see the same 
envisioning of a piece of cloth-
ing that I did. After modeling it. 
Several times. Or I would hang 
onto a piece, figuring I would lose 
10 pounds in the next week. All 
I had to do was drink coffee and 
Egg McMuffins for seven days. 
No problem.

Mannequins. The Bay has them. 
Don’t be a dummy; use them. Sor-
ry, I had to. The visual marketing 
team at the regional Bay stores 
does a good job. Take a look at 
the way they put them together. 
Is the shirt tucked in or out? How 
are accessories used? What co-
lours and how are they matched? 

Timed Shopping. I never buy full 
price. Ever. This is a whole arti-
cle, but as I mentioned above, 
the worst time to buy clothing 
is when you are in a panic and 
don’t know what you’re doing. 
Like I was 10 years ago when I 
was leaving on a business trip 
the next day. The Bay delivers on 
this. They have some of the best 
“hidden treasures” at the end of 
a season. Their regional stores 
promote weekly. And their Bay 
Days are two events that I pre-
pare for each year. 

Phew! Winners and Marshalls. 
Madness or magnificent? We 
shall find out next time!

By Scott Dunstall

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at

info@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com (200 words or less)
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This year the gift giving began 
early, as Lady Rona delivered the 
world an exciting new present 
named Omicron. It isn’t the puppy 
that Jimmy was asking for, but hey, 
sometimes you just have to put on 
a happy face, nod and smile and 
tell grandma that those knitted 
socks were just what you were 
hoping for. No one asked for socks. 
No one. Except maybe dad. 

You wouldn’t know we were still 
looking down the barrel of a 
plague, judging only by the crowds 

in various retail therapy locations. 
Masses of folks shoulder to shoul-
der, just like the old days, but with 
masks. While shop owners are 
happy to see your faces, and more 
importantly your wallets, I still 
feel like there is something un-
nerving about being in any room 
with a host of strangers. Perhaps 
that isn’t so different from the Be-
fore Times.  

This year when families will gath-
er in celebration, they will have 
been preempted by conversations 

about whether anti-vaxxer Uncle 
Jim is invited to the dinner, and 
cousin Gertrude who was at the 
super-spreader hockey tourna-
ment, and did Grandma get her 
booster shot? All this on top of 
the regular hot goss about who 
isn’t talking to who, who can’t sit 
within swinging distance at the ta-
ble, trying to remember Brenda’s 
boyfriend’s name and is he glu-
ten-free these days. And what is 
gluten, anyway?

Remember when we all thought 

this would be over in a few weeks?

No doubt this year has been a 
whirlwind, and the year before 
that was pretty wild too. My wish 
to all of you, good readers, is that 
regardless to if or what you cele-
brate, whatever shape that may 
take this year, I truly hope that 
between now and the New Year 
you find yourself with a moment 
of joy in your heart, and calm in 
your soul.

Keep it weird, Wilmot-Tavistock.  

KEEP IT WEIRD: Omiweird Holidays

By Michael Cruickshank

Meet Tanya Quipp, Community 
Manager at Libro Credit Union

Tanya and the team at Libro want your 
business. Banking with Libro ensures 
100% of your money stays in 
southwestern Ontario, financing small 
businesses, supporting local 
employment and investing in 
community projects. 

If buying locally makes you feel good about what you purchase, 
how great will you feel when you bank locally? Reach out to 
Tanya. Talk about what Libro can do for you. Let’s make money 
better, together!

391 Huron Street, Stratford
519-271-4883
tanya.quipp@libro.ca

libro.ca

Let’s make money 
better, together

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

We are so grateful to have customers 
like you to walk through our doors. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year 

from Mark & Pat and staff

Holiday Hours
There will not be a 

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette on 
December 30th and 

January 6th. The first paper in the 
new year will be January 13th.

Have a safe and happy holiday!
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By Veronica Reiner

The Dagenais family made a sweet gin-
gerbread house display for the holidays in 
Tavistock, and are accepting donations for 
the Kitchener-Waterloo (KW) Stratford 
Perth Humane Society.

It took Nancy Dagenais, along with her 
husband, Eric Skinner, granddaughter, 
five-year-old Lenny Dagenais, and step-
daughter, 13-year-old Alice Skinner, about 
one month to complete parts of the set-up 
including the lollipops, candies, and gum-
drops.

“It was a family project that sort of mor-
phed into a little bit of insanity,” said Nan-
cy with a laugh. She credited much of the 
design inspiration to ideas she found on 
Pinterest. Other items include an eight-
foot-tall gingerbread house and ginger-
bread men.

“It’s been a lot of fun; it’s been a good 
project,” said Nancy. “The people walking 
by seem to really get a kick out of it. I’m 
getting people that say, ‘That’s really cool,’ 
and ‘I love your house.’”

One of her decorations, a six-foot-tall lol-
lipop, was stolen from their property in 
late November. Nancy turned it into a joke 
on social media, and posted, “Our fami-
ly had a visit from the Grinch last night. 

Some cotton headed ninny muggins de-
cided to enter our yard and steal the large 
blue lollipop from our gingerbread Christ-
mas display.”

As a result, the post got attention, and 
Nancy decided to turn an unfortunate sit-
uation into a good one, and accept dona-
tions for the KW Stratford Perth Humane 
Society.

There are two donation boxes outside the 
property at 47 Woodstock Street South in 
Tavistock, including a purple gift box with 
a hole cut in it, and a plastic bin. They are 
looking for donations such as dog food, 
cat food, leashes, collars, harnesses, toys, 
hamster or other small animal bedding, 
clean towels, clean sheets. Donations will 
be taken inside each night.

“We lost two of our dogs in about the last 
year-and-a-half,” said Nancy, as to part of 
the reason that the KW Stratford Perth 
Humane Society was chosen as a benefac-
tor. “We thought, let’s turn this around and 
turn it into a good thing that’ll hopefully 
help some animals out.”

The display is also in memory of Nancy’s 
grandmother, Grandma Fred, who loved 
Christmas the most. She died in 2009. 
“She’s kind of the spirit around the house 
with Christmas.”

Sweet Christmas display for a good cause

Nancy Dagenais is all smiles with her granddaughter, Lenny, outside her Tavistock home on 
47 Woodstock Street South. The whole house is decked out in a Christmas-themed display. 
(Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

ruby360.ca

Merry Christmas from

On behalf of the Ruby Family, Barry, Larissa, 
Jenny-Lynn, Emily and our dedicated staff,

we would like to wish all a very
Merry Christmas and a joyous Holiday season.
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With Our Thanks,

Merry 
Christmas!

The greatest gifts are the people who 
bring warmth to our hearts and smiles 
to our faces. Thank you for brightening 
our days with your visits. We hope the 
holiday season and the coming year 
deliver all of the wonderful things you 

deserve and more.

Best wishes from our home to yours!

Tavistock
 Home Hardware
Chris, Shannon, Justin, Michaiah, 
Don, Alyson

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The municipal councils of Wilmot, Wellesley, Woolwich, 
Waterloo and Kitchener approved the merger of Kitch-
ener Power Corporation and Waterloo North Hydro 
Holding Corporation, and their subsidiary companies, 
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc. and Waterloo North Hy-
dro Inc.

On October 1, the Kitchener Power Corporation and 
Waterloo North Hydro Holding Corporation announced 
the proposed merger of their two companies and sub-
sidiaries. All five municipal councils approved a memo 
of understanding to bring the two companies together 
on October 4 and October 5.

After a four-week public engagement process, the five 
councils approved the merger, which must now be re-
viewed and approved by the Ontario Energy Board 
(OEB). Subject to approval from the OEB, the new com-
pany is expected to begin operations sometime between 
August to September 2022.

“Ontario’s electricity sector is changing quickly and this 
merger is a local solution that will help our communities 
adapt to these changes and thrive in the years ahead. 
This larger, local, publicly owned utility will have more 
resources to invest in technologies that benefit custom-
ers while helping our communities’ transition to a lower 
carbon economy,” said David Petras, Chair of Waterloo 

North Hydro Holding Corporation, in a release.

“We extend our thanks to the five municipal sharehold-
ers for supporting this merger. We are confident that, 
if approved by the OEB, the new larger entity will con-
tinue to deliver great customer service. These two com-
panies are natural merger partners given the utilities’ 
contiguous service areas, shared values, strong record 
of dedicated service to customers and vision to build a 
stronger utility that can invest in our future," said Jim 
Phillips, Chair of Kitchener Power Corporation.

According to officials, the merger will have many ben-
efits, including providing reliable service, investing in 
new technologies, generating cost savings through op-
erational efficiencies, and keeping local jobs in the com-
munities. To learn more about the merger, please visit 
www.connectinglocalpower.ca.

Like several other local power utilities in communities 
across the province, Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro and Wa-
terloo North Hydro are taking the next step in their on-
going collaboration efforts by merging to create a larger, 
local and publicly-owned power utility that will provide 
reliable service, invest in new technologies, generate 
cost savings through operational efficiencies and keep 
local jobs in our communities.

To learn more about the merger, please visit www.con-
nectinglocalpower.ca.

Municipal councils, including 
Wilmot and Wellesley, approve 
merger of local power utilities

Filled With
Best Wishes

– And stuffed with our gratitude, too!

Thank you for your generous
support. Have a great holiday!

Bruce and Linda Wettlaufer and Staff

2146 Hwy. 7&8, Shakespeare, ON  N0B 2P0
519-625-8194 • www.porkshoppe.com

HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve 10-3 • Closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day, 

New Years Eve 10-4 • Closed New Years Day
Reopening Jan 2 daily 10-5
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By Veronica Reiner

Infrastructure projects in Wilmot, Welles-
ley and Woolwich will receive a total of 
$3,801,501 from the Ontario government.

The announcement, made on Friday, De-
cember 17, is part of a multi-year Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF), 
aimed at helping build and repair roads, 
bridges, water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture in small, rural and northern commu-
nities. Wilmot will receive $728,765 of the 
funding for 2021, then $1,400,523 for next 
year.

“Wilmot has continued to advocate, along-
side our rural peers, for provincial com-
mitments to stable, reliable and predict-
able infrastructure funding,” said Wilmot 
Mayor Les Armstrong.

“This increased funding from the prov-
ince will bring further stability to our 
Asset Management Program, and enable 
Wilmot to fund our most critical projects, 
providing our residents, businesses, and 
visitors with safe and reliable services for 
years to come.”

Wellesley will get $518,917 this year, and 
$986,988 in 2022.

“This reliable stable funding has been 

what small municipalities have asked for 
and have needed. This funding will assist 
with enabling the Township to adequate-
ly maintain our road infrastructure,” said 
Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak.

For its share, Woolwich will receive 
$630,843 in 2021, and $1,413,990 the 
following year. Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz said she was grateful for the pro-
vincial investment, and that these kind of 
partnerships allow municipalities to ad-
dress aging infrastructure while support-
ing the economy and communities.

OCIF supports local infrastructure proj-
ects for communities with populations 
under 100,000, along with all rural and 
northern communities. In 2021, about 
$200-million was allocated to 424 small, 
rural and northern communities. Munic-
ipalities may accumulate their money for 
up to five years to address larger infra-
structure projects.

Funding allocations are based on a for-
mula that accounts for the different needs 
and economic conditions of communities 
across the province. The new formula will 
include an increased funding minimum of 
$100,000 for all communities per year, up 
from $50,000 over previous years.

“This investment is really great news for 
all the residents and businesses in the 
Townships of Wellesley, Wilmot and Wool-
wich,” said Mike Harris, Kitchener-Cones-
toga Member of Provincial Parliament.

“The funding will allow each township the 
financial stability to address their unique 
challenges in working towards economic 

recovery, renewing and building infra-
structure, and creating jobs and opportu-
nities for local communities.”

A representative for MPP Harris said that 
this funding represents a significant in-
crease from last year’s amount and that 
this was the largest increase to the OCIF 
since the program started.

Wilmot, Wellesley, and Woolwich infrastructure 
projects to receive $3,801,501 in provincial funding

Stunt driving in Perth East

A number of people have been charged with stunt rac-
ing in Perth County recently, including three incidents 
in Perth East.

On November 20 at about 10 a.m., a Perth County On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP) officer stopped a vehicle 
travelling on Line 39 after it was found to be travelling 
in excess of 140 kilometres per hour (km/hr) in an 80 
km/hr limit zone, and failed to stop at a stop sign

A 20-year-old Stratford resident was charged with “race 
motor vehicle - perform stunt” and “disobey sign - fail 
to stop at a stop sign.”

On December 3, at about 11 a.m., a Perth County OPP 
officer stopped a vehicle on Perth Line 43 after it was 
found to be travelling in excess of 135 km/hr in an 80 
km/hr limit zone. A 40-year-old Kitchener man was 
charged with “race motor vehicle - excessive speed.”

On December 4, at about 9 a.m., a Perth County OPP 
officer stopped a vehicle travelling on Perth Line 43 af-
ter it was found to be travelling in excess of 132 km/
hr in an 80 km/hr limit zone. A 30-year-old Stratford 
man was charged with “race motor vehicle - excessive 

speed.”

Deer collisions

There were two separate reports by Waterloo Regional 
Police Service of a collision involving a deer in Wilmot 
Township on December 16.

One incident took place at Trussler Road and Oxford 
Waterloo Road at 1:09 a.m., and the other took place on 
Nafziger Road at 5:59 p.m.

Motor vehicle theft

The Waterloo Regional Police Service received a report 
of a theft from a motor vehicle on December 17 at about 
9:25 a.m. in Wilmot Township.

Sometime between December 16 at 5 p.m. and Decem-
ber 17 at 7:25 a.m., an unknown suspect(s) entered an 
unlocked vehicle parked in a driveway at St. Ann Ave-
nue.

Anyone with information is asked to contact police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 
Members of the community are also encouraged to 
report any suspicious activity by contacting police or 
Crime Stoppers.

Perth County OPP auxiliary unit host “stuff a cruiser”

On December 18, members of the Perth County OPP 
Auxiliary Unit hosted their annual “Stuff a Cruiser” 

event.

The Perth County OPP Auxiliary Unit is proud to an-
nounce the totals of all donations collected, with a total 
of $800 cash and multiple cruisers stuffed with toys.

“The Perth County OPP Auxiliary officers want to thank 
the public for their incredible generosity as they donat-
ed these toys,” the group wrote in a news release. “Every 
little bit counts during this holiday season.”

The donations will help about 600 people across Perth 
County.

Perth County OPP auxiliary unit host food drive

The Perth County OPP Auxiliary Unit raised $300 cash, 
and collected over 1,000 pounds of food for their food 
drive this year. It was distributed to local area food 
banks.

The unit conducted various food drives at local grocery 
stores in Perth County, including Zehrs in Listowel and 
Valumart in Mitchell.

"The Perth County OPP is overwhelmed with the gen-
erosity shown by our community members and busi-
ness partners this holiday season. We would like to 
thank each and every person who donated to the food 
drive,” said Perth County OPP Auxiliary Staff Sergeant 
Jaimie Serf.

NEWS BRIEFS

The Customer Service Representative handles customer requests and will be responsible 
for administrative and accounts receivables duties related to our retail store operation. 
This position is ideal for an individual looking for extra hours later in the day and a Satur-
day morning rotation. Students are welcome to apply.

The main function of this position is to handle orders accurately and ensure timely 
delivery of their product both in person and over the phone. The client base may include a 
variety of customers, and suppliers such as individual farmers and retail customers. 

Job Description: 
 • Order processing and communication
 • Customer relationship management through phone calls and in store visits
 • General Administrative Duties

Expectations and Working Environment
 • 10-15 hours per week;
 • Monday to Friday and a rotating Saturday morning shift;
 • Ability to perform physical labour and lifting of 25 kg bags;
 • Work in an offi ce, retail store and warehouse setting with in person customer visits;
 • Opportunity for additional hours during harvest season (Jul-Dec).

APPLICATION PROCESS:  If you are interested in applying for this position, please email 
your resume to brad.zehr@trouwnutrition.com or drop off in person at 65 Woodstock 
Street North, Tavistock, ON. We thank all applicants for their interest in Trouw Nutrition 
Canada Inc.; however only those selected for interviews will be contacted.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
JOB TITLE: Customer Service Representative – Part-Time 

LOCATION: 65 Woodstock St N, Tavistock, ON
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The township of Wellesley staff created a 
“Local Bucks” initiative to promote sup-
porting local businesses in the local vil-
lage cores.

The first part of the initiative will take 
place in February,  as approved by council 
members in a virtual meeting on Tuesday, 
December 21.

“The Local Bucks will not hold any mon-
etary value and will only be able to be 
spent at participating businesses that 
are listed on the back of the Local Buck,” 
wrote Lindsay Raftis, Interim Administra-
tive Assistant/Deputy Clerk, in her report.

The bucks will be printed in $10 incre-
ments; each bill will be numbered and 
sealed with a corporate seal.

The initiative will be advertised solely on 
Wellesley township’s social media plat-
forms, as well as their spring newsletter. 
Township staff will also host giveaways 
throughout the year on these platforms, 
where about $50 in Local Bucks will be 
given away unless noted otherwise.

“We are proposing that our giveaways will 
be promoted on Instagram to increase fol-
lowers. Instagram is the number one most 
popular social media platform,” wrote 
Raftis, adding the township has about 653 
followers on the platform.

“Staff recommend that hosting giveaways 
will help increase the number of follow-
ers as well as give the community some-
thing to get excited about.”

She added that the giveaway will also 
be mentioned on the township Facebook 

page.

Township staff will contact retail busi-
nesses located in the downtown cores 
of the villages within the Township of 
Wellesley to gauge interest. Once a list 
is compiled of participating companies, 
they will be added to the back of the Local 
Buck.

After Local Bucks have been spent at the 
participating businesses, it is the business 
owners’ responsibility to submit the com-
pleted reimbursement form, along with 

the collected Local Bucks with the corpo-
rate seal, to the township finance depart-
ment for reimbursement.

A reimbursement form, along with an in-
formation flyer, will be provided to a busi-
ness upon expressed interest; these docu-
ments are also available on the township 
website.

If the initiative is well received, township 
staff will research expanding these types 
of gift certificates in the future.

Wellesley to host "Local Bucks" initiative to promote 
local businesses

~ from the Jon Witzel Team

Christmas be With You Today 
and Throughout the New Year.

May the Peace and Joy of 

519-662-4239  /   jonwitzel.com   /   

A sample mockup of Township of Wellesley Local Bucks, which will soon be available to 
redeem at participating businesses. (Photo credit: Wellesley Township Agenda/December 
21, 2021)
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73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 7pm

Phone: 519-390-0060

“A hidden gem”“A hidden gem”

Parties • Family Gatherings • Catering
Call Ahead. Cooked Fresh With Each Order
www.mariochangchicken.ca

mariochangchicken

The best of wishes to you and yours
for a wonderful holiday season.

Thank you for your continued patronage!

Paul Roth, Chris RothPaul Roth, Chris Roth
Our Families & StaffOur Families & Staff

   SNOW REMOVAL   SNOW REMOVAL

The Hickson & District Lions Club is pleased to partner with the Maples Nursing Home and peopleCare Nursing Home in Tavistock again this year. Their club is providing gifts for the resi-
dents in the two facilities that do not have family available at Christmas. Committe chair, Lion Geraldine Claessens with the help of Lion Heather Lovie put together the gift bags. Receiving 
the gifts on behalf of peopleCare were Christine Leeders and Debbie Wettlaufer.  Presenting the gifts are Geraldine Claessens and Valerie Smith. Receiving the gifts on behalf of the Maples 
Nursing home was Marcie Willson.  (Contributed photos)

Hickson Lions to provide gifts to nursing home residents

Shirley Koehle
Sales Representative
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Wishing You & Yours a Joyous 
Christmas Holiday and a New 
Year of Peace & Good Health

754463 HWY 53 Woodstock, Ontario  $2,299,000 MLS#40177830
WOW…..stunning AAAA+ country property should be on the cover of Better Homes & Garden. 4+ Acres, 6 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 
over 3000 trees with paths. Detached studio, 2 storey barn, Raised cabin, Gazebos and much more with many updates.

WELCOME HOME 2022... TO YOUR COUNTRY RETREAT!

New Hamburg,
Ontario N3A 1E3

FOR PRIVATE VIEWING CALL SHIRLEY 519-635-3171



11Thursday, December 23, 2021The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

FARM •  HOME •  AUTO •  BUSINESS

1-800-263-9987

www.southeasthope.com  

Working Together For Insurance That Works.

Your trust means everything 
to us, and we thank you for 
the privilege of serving you.

May you be blessed 
with good fortune 
this holiday season 
and throughout the year.

These students are the winners of the Remembrance Day art competition at Sir Adam Beck 
Public School. They were awarded certificates, cash awards and prizes. Clockwise starting 
top left: Arabella Wendland, Sydney Elrick, Sadie Dawe, Alex Pickersgill, and Brooke De 
Wys. (Photo contributed)

The Sir Adam Beck Public School mascot, Lightning (Meghan Jantzi), along with Aislyn 
Petrie, greeted the buses on Tuesday morning, December 14, and modelled proper mask 
wearing. Aislyn and Meghan took turns wearing the mascot each morning that week so 
that Lightning could greet Sir Adam Beck students as they arrived on foot or on one of 
the school’s nine buses and welcome them to school during this last school week in 2021. 
(Photo contributed)

Remembrance Day art 
competition at Sir Adam 
Beck PS
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Katelyn E. Leyser
It is with great sadness that 
the family of Katelyn E. 
Leyser announces her pass-
ing on Monday December 13, 
2021, with her partner by her 
side at the age of 33.

Katelyn was born December 
8, 1988, in St Mary’s and 
spend her early years in 
Tavistock playing many 
sports, especially hockey, 
which was her passion. 
She attended University 

of Ottawa and obtained a teaching degree, which 
she then used to travel to London (UK) to pursue a 
teaching career. While in the UK, she met her wife 
Nolwenn whom she married on the November 23, 
2015. Katelyn and Nolwenn moved to Canada and re-
sided in Stratford.

Katelyn is survived by her wife Nolwenn Keraval, 
her father Jim Leyser (Tavistock), her sister Lauren 
Leyser (London, UK), her mother-in-law Annick 
Keraval (France) and her brother and sister-in-law 
Stephane and Nelly Keraval (France). She is also sur-
vived by her grandmother Francis Leyser (Stratford).

She was predeceased by her mother Ruth (Ritsma) 
Leyser and father-in-law Rogers Keraval.

She is also survived by numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

ALS (Lou Gehrig disease) has taken a tremendous 
toll on Katelyn family. Not only did this cruel disease 
claim Katelyn, it shortened the life of her Mother in 
2007, claimed her Grandmother Trienje, aunts and 
uncles: Tammy, Freda, Ralph, Bill and her cousin 
Durwin .

Katelyn’s only wish even after being diagnosed with 
ALS was that no one else would have to endure this 
cruel disease. We should like to thank Dr. Christen 
Shoesmith (University of London Hospital), Dr. Karen 
Fryer and nurses Denise Martins and Young Mee.

A private Family service will be held on January 2, 
2022. 

As expression of sympathy, memorial donation may 
be made to ALS Society of Canada through the W. 
G. Young Funeral Home, 430 Huron St Stratford. 
519.271.7411 www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY
ZEHR, Melvin

Melvin “Mel” Zehr, 89, of 
Tavistock passed away 
peacefully at the Maples 
Home for Seniors on 
Wednesday, December 8, 
2021. He was born in South 
Easthope Township, Perth 
County on August 23, 1932 
son of the late Ezra and 
Annie (Roth) Zehr.

Mel was active as a farmer 
and mechanic for most of 

his life.  As a member of East Zorra Mennonite 
Church 16th Line R.R.#1, Tavistock, he had a deep 
faith in God and spoke often of being ready for 
his heavenly home.  In his retirement years Mel 
enjoyed being part of the North Easthope Antique 
Tractor Club and daily McDonalds coffee talks. He 
also cherished their many circles of close friends, 
fishing weekends and playing cards.

He is survived by his wife Katie Zehr whom he 
married May 24, 1957; daughters, Judy (Carl) 
Bender, Connie (Maynard) Yantzi; son, Steven 
(Christina) Zehr; his grandchildren, Andrea (Ian), 
Christopher (Arlene), Matthew (Kelly), Marcus 
(Tosha), Katie (Trevor), Jesse (Marissa) and five 
great-grandchildren;  sisters, Lorraine (Melvin) 
Schultz and Edna Yantzi; brother, Irvin Zehr (Ruth 
Craig); sister-in-laws, Marie Zehr and Merva Zehr.

He was predeceased by his brother, Daniel Zehr; 
brother-in-laws, Earl Zehr, Melvin Witzel and 
Arthur Yantzi; sister-in-law Ruby Witzel.

A celebration of Mel’s life will be held at a later 
date.  As an expression of sympathy donations 
to Mennonite Central Committee or Stratford 
General Hospital Foundation may be arranged 
through Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock by call-
ing 519-655-2431. Personal condolences can be 
posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

Happy birthday today, December 23, to Laurie Jurchuk 
and anniversary for Thomas Houghton and Karen Duffield 
(3rd). 

December 24: Happy birthday to Addison Doehn (3).

December 26: Happy birthday to Sydnie Hyde.    

December 27: Happy birthday to Ella Brown (19). 

December 28: Happy birthday to Benjamin Cole and Bruce 
Ward.  

December 29: Happy birthday to Nathan Raymer (13), 
Ava Neumeister (14) and Irene Baker, and anniversary for 
Adam and Lesli Spylo (10th).

December 30: Happy birthday to Emily Dolson (4), Alex 
Ehnes (11) and Rylee Kaufman, and anniversaries for Bry-
an and Jennifer Weldrick (15th) and Ian and Chelsea Mc-
Millan (9th).

December 31: Happy birthday to Jane Elzinga and anni-
versary for Trevor and Stephanie Shantz (13h).

January 2: Happy birthday to Ted Gladding.

January 4: Happy birthday to Cruz Kocher (6) and Stewart 
Grant.

January 6: Happy birthday to Rhett Ramseyer (4) and Na-
than Zehr (15).

January 7: Happy birthday to Presley McCarten (8) and 
Brady Griffi (19).

January 8: Happy birthday to Quintin Parr (11), Julia 
Schwartzentruber (12) and Evan Hopkins (16).

January 9: Happy birthday to Elaina Tonelli (7), Amy 
Danen (19), and Jake Walker (20).

January 10: Happy birthday to Emma Roth (9), Avery 
Shantz (9), and Ada Bender (16).

January 11: Happy birthday to Aurelia Bowman (4).

January 12: Happy birthday to Audrey Zehr (10), Isabelle 
Ross (10), and Kirsten Stolk (21).

And belated 1st birthdays to Rhoady Van Nes on December 
2nd and Eliot Shewfelt on December 8th.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming 
up?  Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilm-
otpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniver-
saries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

FAMILY MILESTONES —

John Willsey

In Loving Memory of John Willsey 
January 7, 1952 - December 25, 2020

You rest in the arms of Angels

in a place of PEACE and LOVE, 

watching over us always from heaven up above, 

You guide us through our worries, 

and help us through each day, 

always by our side, you never went away.

The bond cannot be broken, 

made from LOVE so PURE, 

death does NOT break the bond, 

it lives on FOREVER more! 

You rest in the arms of angels,

FREE from illness and pain, 

waiting for the day we are 

TOGETHER once again! 

YOUR LIFE WAS A BLESSING, 

YOUR MEMORY A TREASURE, 

YOU ARE LOVED BEYOND WORDS 

AND MISSED BEYOND MEASURE! 

 Love Marilyn (Dale) Willsey, Alison Willsey 
(Randy Baker, Nicole Baker, Gabriella, Nola & 
Dante Seibel), April Willsey (Blair Walker), Jon 

Willsey (Brittany Nickel, Blake Willsey) 

IN MEMORIAM
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Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

December 13, 2006 Edition (15 years ago)

Whether she’s unravelling mysteries as 
grossologist Abby Archer, or lending her 
voice to a girl monster truck, Tavistock 
native Krystal Meadows may have what it 
takes to become one of those not-so-well-
known, cartoon voice over performers. At 
24, Krystal has finally made it into main-
stream television with her voice leading 
the way. She voices the lead girl on YTV’s 
“Grossology”, who with cartoon brother, Ty, 
are a crime fighting team.

The new seven-person East Zorra-Tavis-
tock Council took office on Wednesday, De-
cember 6, 2006 for the first meeting of their 
four-year term: Mayor Don McKay, Depu-
ty Mayor Maureen Ralph, and Councillors 
Betty Yoeman, Don MacDonald, Clive Law-
ry, Jeremy Smith, and Dave Oliphant.

The Saputo Atom reps went undefeated to 
capture the regional Silverstick banner in 
Wingham this past weekend. Their roster 
is comprised of Angus Rowland, Aaron Jut-
zi, Taylor Trachsel, Jared Yantzi, Brayden 
Ehgoetz-Martens, Mitchell Schurink, Drew 
Ross, Jeremy Kropf, Brendan Hammer, Tra-
vis Ramseyer, Aaron McKay, Kieran van-

Boekel, Shawn Schultz, and goalie Bryn 
Wagler.

December 18, 1991 Edition (30 years ago)

Local Religious Survey Results Made Public 
– On June 3rd, sixty volunteers from partic-
ipating churches knocked on almost every 
door in the entire village in two hours. 587 
of 772 households were actually surveyed 
with the following two questions: “Are you 
currently attending a church?” and “What 
is your denominational background?” The 
results found that 395 households reported 
persons presently attending a congregation 
while 119 households reported non-atten-
dance at congregational worship services. 
This information reveals that approximate-
ly 2/3 of village residents consider them-
selves connected to a congregation. Tavis-
tock is a very religious community when 
viewed in the context of the larger Cana-
dian culture, where only about 35% of the 
national population answered yes to the 
recent survey question, “did you yourself 
happen to go to church or synagogue in the 
last seven days?”

A former Tavistock girl has become the new 
mayor of Kanata, Ontario, a suberb of Otta-
wa. Merle (Bourne) Nicholds won the title 
“Captain of Kanata” by defeating incum-
bent and two-term mayor Des Adams in 
the November 12th municipal election in a 

stunning upset.

December 20, 1961 Edition (60 years ago)

The lending rate under the National Hous-
ing Act for homeowner mortgages and rent-
al housing has been reduced to 6.5 per cent, 
a drop of one-quarter per cent. The decline 
reflects a drop in the federal government 
borrowing rate. 

Death and injury in car accidents could be 
reduced by preventing what happens in-
side the car, according to an article in the 
December issue of the Imperial Oil Review. 
As one precaution, children should nor-
mally in the back seat as studies show that 
more injuries occur in the front seat. Heavy 
objects should not be left lying loosely in 
the car, particularly on the back window 
shelf. In an accident, loose objects fly for-
ward, like shrapnel. An important way of 
preventing death or injury is to use safety 
belts, the Review says. Studies have shown 
that about half of those killed annually in 
traffic accidents could have been saved by 
safety belts.

The main hall of the Memorial Hall was 
packed to capacity by children and their 
parents Saturday afternoon when Santa 
Claus made his first public appearance this 
year in Tavistock. The visit had been ar-
ranged for the children of the community 
by the Mens Club and Board of Trade.

The Old Gazettes

FAMILY MILESTONES — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
www.graceunitedtavistock.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Rev. Richard P. Brown / 519-655-2372
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
(COVID-19 protocols in place) 
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
Weekly on-line service recording available. 
www.trinitytavistock.com
 
TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Open for in-person worship on Sundays at 9:45 
a.m. with limited capacity.  
Full safety protocols in effect. 
You can also catch us online at  
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca
JRSS will resume in the fall!

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm
Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24th at 7pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

CASSEL MENNONITE
696556 17th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastor Wanda Roth Amstutz
519-462-2251 • casselmc@netflash.net
www.casselmc.com

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Patricia Jackson

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What major nation is the first to 
celebrate Christmas every year? 

2)Who catches the Grinch red handed 
stealing Christmas presents?

3)According to their hit song, what 
is always number one on Alvin’s 
Christmas list? 

4)In “Frosty the Snowman”, who 
brought Frosty back to life? 

5)What is the name of the Grinch’s 
dog? 

6)What are the gifts the Three Wise 
Men gave baby Jesus according to the 
Christmas story? 

7)Who played George Bailey in the 
Christmas classic ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life”? 

8)Who was the author of A Christmas 
Carol? 

9)What is a female turkey called?

10)In 1905, which company sponsored 
the first Santa Claus Parade in Toronto?

Answers found on page 27

Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 24 at 4p.m. & 7p.m. 

““TThhee  lliigghhtt  sshhiinneess  iinn  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss””

Join in person for either service at 
Steinmann Mennonite Church

1316 Snyder's Rd W, Baden
or by livestream at 7pm. 

Pre-register at office@smchurch.ca
or 519-634-8311

COVID protocols and livestreaming link 
can be found at www.smchurch.ca

WISHING YOU AND YOURS A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASONWISHING YOU AND YOURS A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM ALL OF US ATFROM ALL OF US AT  

TAVISTOCK LITTLE PRE-SCHOOLTAVISTOCK LITTLE PRE-SCHOOL

Merry Chr�stmas
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www.homedesignsmart.com
1 mile east of Tavistock

985434 Perth-Oxford Rd., 
RR #1, Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

866.315.9159  • Fax: 519.655.3411 • 519.655.2014 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from all the staff!

Christmas brings friends and family together;
it helps us appreciate the love in our lives 
we can often take for granted. May the true 
meaning of the holiday season fill your heart 
and home with many blessings.

Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

from our families to yours!

18 Hope Street East

(519) 655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com

Kathryn Ritsma, Andrew Phillips, Matt Orchard, Katie DeBlock Boersma, Ryan Bagnell,
Dennis Crawford, Cate McCorquodale, Sarah Stankiewicz, James Burns, Lori Millian & Staff

Happy Holidays
At this special time of year we’d like to take 
a moment to wish our friends, neighbours 
and customers a beautiful Holiday Season 
and a Happy New Year. We’re truly grateful 
for your support and friendship.

FROM EVERYONE AT

Trouw Nutrition Canada Inc.  
Tavistock

Merry Christmas! 

Wishing you all the joys of 
the season.  

Wishing you all the joys of Wishing you all the joys of Wishing you all the joys of Wishing you all the joys of 

And all the best for 2022.

12 Perry St. Woodstock
519-537-5222

1-800-265-4046
hardeman@execulink.com

www.ErnieHardemanMPP.com

Ernie Hardeman, MPP Oxford

Sara Ropp. Dale Ropp. Sara Ropp. Dale Ropp. 
Our family and staff.Our family and staff.

From our Family to yours, From our Family to yours, 
have  a Merry Christmas and have  a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year!a Happy New Year!
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Sponsored by:

������������������
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

Across
1. Goods carried on Santa's sleigh
6. Present carriers
10. Pie a la ____
14. Detached
15. Mysterious: Var.
16. Crystalline compound in urine
17. Black marks on Santa's suit
18. Moses' brother
19. Trattoria entree
20. Haw's partner
21. Western time zone
22. Amazing adventure
24. Explosives used in unconventional warefare
25. Pierre's honey
26. Felt-tipped pens
30. A small terrier of a breed with short legs, a 
longish body, and a shaggy coat
33. Products temporarily out of stock
35. Musical gift
37. Sambuca �avoring
38. A Chinese steamed bread roll with a �lling of 
meat or vegetables
39. Knuckles of pork
41. Free from, with "of"
42. Kids money
44. Savory jelly
47. Under way
48. ___ in a blue moon
50. Bachelor's last words
51. Rap the surface to avoid bad luck (2 wds)
54. Harvard, Yale and Princeton
55. Allow
58. Sty cry
59. Bring together
61. Dumb cluck
62. On the safe side, at sea
63. Partner of void
64. Card sometimes used for shopping
65. Cozy home
66. Money drawer
67. Supports, in a way

Down
1. Alternative to plastic
2. Burn soother
3. Part of a Clue accusation
4. Contracted
5. Expressing the relationship between a
part and a whole
6. Vanquished
7. Ireland's ___ Lingus
8. Brush and clean the coat of (a horse, dog, or
other animal)
9. Civil magistrates in some European countries
10. Breakfast cereal
11. Metallurgist's materials
12. Remove from a manuscript
13. "Piece of cake!"
18. Viper
21. Twinings product
23. Formal vote
24. Bugs
26. Craze
27. Litmus reddeners
28. Redouble (contract bridge)
29. Christmas ___
31. Reconnaissance (GB)
32. In the bu�
33. Slot machine symbol
34. Tooth part
36. Computer feed with up to the minute media
39. Robust
40. "I'm ___ your tricks!"
42. A statement of �nancial expenditure or
receipt
43. Relinquish
45. Jacket feature
46. Calligrapher's purchase
49. World-weariness
51. A paradox to be meditated upon (Buddism)
52. World's longest river
53. Aces, sometimes
54. "___ be a cold day..."
55. Stud site
56. Blue-pencil
57. Young 'uns
60. Feverish
61. Society girl
64. Russian a�rmative

From our family to yours, have a very From our family to yours, have a very 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Thank you for your support in 2021

Holiday Hours:
Friday December 24th Open 8am - 5pm, Saturday December 25th - Closed
Sunday December 26th - Closed, Friday December 31st - Open 8am - 5pm

Saturday January 1st - Closed

Hot Deli will be closed at 2pm on December 24th for cleaning

Sam’s

Christmas
MERRY

FROM THE TEAM AT

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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COMMUNITY —

Merry Christmas
From Our Family to Yours

Glad tidings to you wherever 
you go this holiday season.

JOANDE HOLDINGS LTD.
RR #1, Tavistock • 519-655-3822

Joe, Debbie and Sabrina

A JoyfulA Joyful
 Christmas Christmas

Christmas is a time to 
celebrate the people 
we most appreciate, 
including our friends 
and customers. 
Wishing you a Happy 
Holiday season!

www.jutzi.com • 519-814-9283

J. WEICKER YARD & HOME
226-228-5409 • Tavistock
jweickeryardandhome@gmail.com

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

Jesse, Ashlie, Ginnie and Dorothy WeickerJesse, Ashlie, Ginnie and Dorothy Weicker

Thank you for your continued support!

An outdoor Christmas festival took place at 150 Hamilton Road (Fellowship Bible Church) in New Hamburg on Saturday, December 18 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The event featured friendly 
sheep in a fenced enclosure, pony rides, lights, a food truck, hockey net, gift stacking, and Disney princesses. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Outdoor Christmas festival
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Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your plumbing, Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your plumbing, 
heating and excavation needs! Fully licensed and insured heating and excavation needs! Fully licensed and insured 

plumbers and gas fitters on staff.plumbers and gas fitters on staff.

519-274-0160

To Our Community…..
We Wish You a Wonderful Christmas Season
& Blessings in the New Year To Come.
Our Hope is for each and everyone of you much Love & Peace in 2022.
Feel free to reach out for support. We care for you.

1-855-664-1900
929 Arthur Street South

Elmira
519-664-1900

23 Church Street
New Hamburg
519-662-9526
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May this Christmas season 
bring you closer to all 
those that you treasure 
in your heart. 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year from 
our Family to Yours

- Ainslee Hackett and 
Jeffrey & Michelle Glendinning 

Wishing you a 
Happy Holiday 

Season

Protecting what matters to you! 
Since 1954 I www.zehrinsurance.com

59 Huron Street, New Hamburg ON 519-662-1710
24 Hope Street, Tavistock ON 519-655-2422

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

Ontario’s Medical Officer of Health has an-
nounced revised measures to combat the 
growing problem of the new COVID-19 
variant spreading across Ontario, and the 
news is sure to create stress for families 
wanting to take a loved one overnight 
during the Christmas season.

One of the restrictions handed down by 
Dr. Kieran Moore requires long-term care 
homes to suspend overnight absences for 
social purposes, regardless of the resi-
dent’s vaccination status. Any resident 
who leaves their home overnight may be 
temporarily discharged and need to then 
follow a readmission protocol at a later 
date. The only problem with this wording 
is that no one knows what it means, and 
no specifics have been given to homes. 
This is sure to cause confusion and homes 
will likely interpret the rules differently. 

Caressant Care Nursing and Retirement 
Homes owns and operates 15 long-term 
homes across the province, including the 
Maples Home for Seniors in Tavistock. The 
company’s Communications Manager Stu-
art Oakley says they aren’t sure yet what 
the discharge and readmission process 
will look like. “We are working on updating 
our visiting policy over the next few days 
and hopefully will get more clarification 
regarding the temporary discharge.  No 
one wanted to see this type of restriction 
happen this Christmas but with the rise in 

cases and the uncertainty of the Omicron 
variant we have to take these steps so that 
we don’t see the horrific outbreaks we did 
starting last December.” 

Oakley adds that “to help ensure visitors 
(at The Maples) have the opportunity to 

visit their loved ones over the holidays 
we ask that you book a time through the 
home. Virtual visits may also be available. 
We know this is difficult, especially during 
the Christmas holidays, however we must 
take these necessary steps to ensure our 
homes remain as safe as possible.”

Other new rules include the testing of all 
staff, students, volunteers, and caregivers 
at least twice a week regardless of their 
vaccination status. All visitors will be re-
quired to have a negative COVID-19 test 
before entering a home and the maximum 
number of visitors will be capped at two at 
a time indoors and four during an outdoor 
visit. Let’s face it, how many long-term 
care residents will be able to visit their 
family and friends during a Canadian win-
ter? Managers and staff at the home level 
are stressed and burnt out because of all 
the additional work they have been doing 
during the pandemic and now they will 
have to face complaints from angry family 
members who won’t be able to bring mom 
or dad home for a night to celebrate the 
holidays. Any complaints should be di-
rected to local members of provincial par-
liament and the medical officer of health, 
not an overworked nurse at The Maples.

Homes are also required to limit the num-
ber of residents participating in an activ-
ity at the same time. Vaccination is also 
being focused on with the Booster Dose 
program being accelerated. The province 
wants to see all health care workers get 
their booster dose along with those aged 
70 and over. Currently, only 35 percent of 
Ontarians in that age group have received 
the third dose.

The new restrictions come into effect on 
Friday, December 17. Retirement homes 
are also facing the same rules.

Omicron Variant Means New Restrictions for 
Long-Term Care Homes 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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COMMUNITY —

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
and water conditioning

Serving Waterloo Region since 1983

Merry Christmas from Sider Plumbing & Mechanical

519-748-1694

By Gary West

This is a story about a young man 
who worked hard and always want-
ed to start his own business and be 
successful. In their 18 years in the 
trucking and mini-excavation busi-
ness, Randy Fletcher and his family 
realize that hard work and dedica-
tion pay dividends at the end of the 
day.

He will tell you that he learned a lot 
in his younger years from his grand-
father Francis Dietrich, a dairy farm-
er from Sebastopol, and his uncles 
Don and Ray Dietrich, who were also 
farmers in the area. All worked hard 
and took risks just as he did when he 
started.

Now located two miles east of Shake-
speare, his company is Jel-Joe Haul-
age. Along with his wife Alea and 
daughters Jelene and Joellah (hence 
the company name) have built a 
business on honesty and integrity 
have always put the customer first.

He uses a skid-steer to move earth 
and snow and his mini-excavator to 
dig tile and for trench work. Fletcher 

said his main business is still truck-
ing gravel and asphalt; he sometimes 
has to depend on experienced out-
side help to get the job done when 
deadlines demand. He said in a re-
cent interview that most of his work 
is in Perth and Oxford counties, and 
that he has done major work for 
companies like Steed and Evans in 
the past.

He credits the time he spent truck-
ing feed for Martins Feed Mill Inc. in 
Tavistock, and working alongside the 
Benders and Wagler’s at B-W Feed in 
New Hamburg, as the years of expe-
rience he needed to prepare himself 
for a future on his own. He’ll also 
say he learned what hard work and 
long hours were when he worked 
on many dairy and hog farms in the 
area while saving enough money to 
start a business of his own some-
day. Fletcher will say that hard work, 
dedication, and taking the bad days 
with the good has been the motto he 
has learned to live by.

Pictured at right is company owner 
Randy Fletcher, with daughters Jelene 
and Joellah.

A small local Perth County business, filling the void 
in trucking sand, gravel and asphalt

No "Humbug" here! Congratulations to Tammy and Al Junker in New Dundee, who won the Wilmot Terry Fox Run's festive contest while watching its production of Charles Dickens' A Christ-
mas Carol, which was broadcast on Facebook on Dec. 11. The show was shot at various locations around the township, and Tammy and Al identified more of them than anyone else. They won 
the first prize of a turkey and "Terry Fox and Me" children's book, donated by Randy Thomson Law Office, plus a commemorative Terry Fox loonie in a presentation case, donated by Chris Eh-
rat. Baden's Andrea Berwick received the runner-up prize of a Terry Fox book and coin. The online show has raised $825 in donations for the Terry Fox Foundation. Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk
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Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Constituency Office
519-669-2090 

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

33 Woodstock St., S
Tavistock

519-655-2835

Brian & Cindy Larsen, Emily, Kurtis, Noah & Violet Waymouth, 
Nathan, Amy, Ryan & Jake Yantzi

May all the treasured blessings
of Christmas be yours, and may
His love light your way straight

through the New Year!

A Season of
Wonder & Prayer

“Wishing You A Joyous Christmas Season”

From our family to yours we wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!  ~ Warren, Bernice, Stewart & Stacey

Bechthold Home Improvement

519-634-5852

We know that this past year has been very di�cult for you, and we pray 
that the coming year brings more certain times for everyone. Sending 

our good wishes for better days ahead.

For past, present and future customers,
“�ank you for putting your home in our hands.”
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TIM LOUIS 
Member of Parliament,
Kitchener-Conestoga

TimLouisKitCon

From my family to yours,

Wishing you 
Peace & Joy this 
Holiday Season

TimLouisMP.ca                               Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca                               519-578-3777

As 2021 draws to a close, it allows us time to reflect on the past 
twelve months. This year we shared each other’s sorrows and 
triumphs, and as Canadians we rallied together in ways we could 
not have foreseen.

In speaking with residents, families, business owners and 
community organizers throughout Kitchener-Conestoga, I have 
discovered what we truly have in common – our resilience and 
community spirit.

Kitchener-Conestoga is a strong, supportive community and I am 
proud to represent your voice in Ottawa.

Protecting the health and safety of Canadians, and supporting our 
economy while protecting our environment, are my top priorities. I 
value your ideas and look forward to continued conversations in the 
new year. I’d love to hear from you, let’s connect.

From my family to yours, happy holidays and all the best to you in 
2022.

Stay safe, take care of yourself and take care of each other.

Dear Neighbours,
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Pictured on Deerfield Avenue in Petersburg. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Large blow ups and light display at 78 Lawrence Street in Wellesley. (Photo credit: Face-
book/Christmas Tyme in Wellesley)

On Village Place in Wellesley. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Christmas display at 75 Reiner Crescent in Wellesley. (Photo credit: Facebook/Christmas 
Tyme in Wellesley)

Festive homes
COMMUNITY —

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year.
OUR 62nd YEAR OF SERVING YOU

BRUNK’S TV 
& APPLIANCES
“The Business Built with Quality Service”

From Our Home to Yours,From Our Home to Yours,

MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!

Wishing you a season filled with Wishing you a season filled with 
every little happiness. Thank you for being such every little happiness. Thank you for being such 

great friends!great friends!

Residents, Staff and Management of

The Maples Home for Seniors
www.caressantcare.com

peopleCare
a place where people care

It seems just like the good old days of yore,
With family, friends and the folks

from next door,
So enjoy this time of laughter and fun,
As we send our best wishes to everyone!

from the Management and Staff

peopleCare … the name says it all!

 28 William St., Tavistock         519-655-2031

Merry Christmas to one & all
It’s an old and happy custom to wish a Merry 

Christmas and  a Happy New Year from all of us at

Hickson, Ontario
OXFORD AGROPRO LTD.

Season’s  Gr�ting

   

RejoiceRejoice
    in the Spirit     in the Spirit 
         of the Season!         of the Season!
Christmas is not in tinsel and lights and outward show
The secret lies in an inner glow.
It’s lighting a fire inside the heart,
Goodwill and joy a vital part.
It’s higher thought and a greater plan,
It’s glorious dream in the soul of man.
  – Wilfred A. Peterson  The Art of Living

Our warmest wishes and heartfelt thanks!

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
Kristy Schlegel, RMT 
Rachel Graham, RMT 
and families!

The Spirit of 
Christmas...
The staff and families of Tavistock 
Veterinarians wish to extend their 
gratitude and sincere thanks to the 
community we serve. 
We wish you and
yours all the best this 
holiday season. May 
the spirit of Christmas 
follow you well into 
the coming year.

ChristmasChristmas
GreetingsGreetings!!
THE COUNTRY GEEK
Doug and Lois Turvey
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Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Stay safe and healthy.

I would like to take this opportunitly to say thank you very much 
to all my clients present and past, for your patronage and trust in 
me over the last 27 years. It has been a pleasure and an honor. 
I look forward to serving you and any future new clients for all 

your real estate needs for years to come.
If you are considering, either buyer or selling a house in the new 

year and would like more information on the buying or selling 
process, please call me to discuss.

Season’s Greetings

Sandra EbySales Representative

519-273-4400 Business

519-655-2548 Residence

519-272-7676 Cell

mseby@rogers.com
Serving Tavistock, Stratford 
& area since 1994
206 Ontario St., Stratford

Wishing you & yoursWishing you & yours
a wonderful Holiday Season!a wonderful Holiday Season!

519-679-5440 • 1-888-734-8888 • www.mcfarlanrowlands.com

Wishing you all the joys of the season! 
From Caroline, Colleen, Sandra, Cole and Josh

Home, Auto, Business and Farm Insurance

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

There is no shortage of programs encour-
aging Oxford County residents to shop 
locally, but a recent initiative is allowing 
customers to take the lead in promoting 
small businesses.

Oxford Evolved is a program first cham-
pioned by the Ontario Chamber of Com-
merce and launched by the Tillsonburg 
Chamber with the support of other busi-
ness and community partners across the 
county. It extends across all eight munic-
ipalities, offering a unique collaborative 
approach though social media and video 
campaigns to bring awareness to the in-
credible small businesses in our commu-
nities.

Tillsonburg Chamber CEO Suzanne Ren-
ken says Oxford has many shop local 
programs and she wanted to make sure 
Oxford Evolved didn’t impede on the 
others. “As opposed to focusing on busi-
nesses, we are focusing on consumers. We 
wanted Oxford County residents to let us 
know about the hidden gems they wish 
they could tell people about. Having con-
sumers involved they are telling us why 
they have changed their buying habits by 

spending more money locally. Business 
owners are so excited to get an unvar-
nished shout out. It is creating more of a 
personal relationship between business-
es and the public, a relationship that can 
generate business and goodwill.” To date, 
approximately 240 small businesses have 
been highlighted on the Oxford Evolved 
Facebook page.

Renken adds that the feedback received 
about the people and businesses local-
ly has been incredible. “We found some 
hidden gems we had no idea existed like 
home-based, service, and small start-ups 
that no one had heard about because they 
didn’t have a great social media presence. 
Trying to find them was almost impossi-
ble.” Once a consumer gives a shout out, 
the business is contacted to let them know 
there are people who think what they do 
is valuable. “Its really developed into this 
great community that we no idea would 
happen because of what we were doing. 
We are also going to be releasing videos 
of people talking about some of their fa-
vourite businesses across Oxford County,” 
she adds.

A website is being put together featuring 
the businesses highlighted with custom-

er reviews and will be ready in the new 
year. “Instead of trying to find a business 
through google or social media, we are 
combining businesses in one area. People 
can promote or recommend a business 
and then other customers can put their 
comments down to say why it is so great. 
Once the program is over the Tillsonburg 

Chamber will continue to grow the web-
site organically,” says Renken. 

The program’s Facebook page is currently 
highlighting a special holiday feature with 
captivating videos featuring the Christ-
mas Chrinch. Videos of Oxford businesses 
visited by the Chrinch as he looks to find 
the spirit of Christmas across the area 
will be featured. Renken says despite 
the focus on Christmas, she would like 
to see everyone support local companies 
12 months of the year. ““We want Oxford 
County residents to remember that these 
businesses need love not just during the 
Christmas season, but year-round.”

To learn more about Oxford Evolved and 
give a shout out to your favourite Tav-
istock and area business, have a look at 
the Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/oxford.evolved/. The campaign 
kicked off in November and will run 
through to the end of January.

Oxford Evolved – Spreading the Love of Local Business
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Happy
Holidays!

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT !

HOLIDAY HOURS :

D E C  2 4 T H  -  9 A M  -  N O O N
D E C  2 5 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  2 8  -  C L O S E D
D E C  2 9 ,  3 0 ,  3 1  -  9 A M  -  N O O N

J A N  1 ,  2 ,  3  -  C L O S E D
 

REGULAR HOURS WILL 
RESUME JAN 4TH

 

A blanket of snow covers the ground, the feeling of 
Christmas is all around. At every moment and in 
every way, we hope it’s a wonderful holiday.
Doug, Dianne, Chantelle and Blair Sparling and Staff

D&D HOMESTYLE
CUISINE & CAFE
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
519-655-2278

By Gary West

From the “where are they now” department, we dropped 
in on Peter and Janice Gingerich last week to realize that 
the couple is now residing northwest of Shakespeare on 
a small picturesque farm that “Old MacDonald” could 
probably relate to.

Now a local real estate entrepreneur, most people in the 
area will remember Peter Gingerich growing up in Baden 
with his family at the Baden Cheese Factory. After grad-
uating from Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School 
and Kemptville College, he followed in his father, Ray, 
and grandfather, Peters’, footsteps and became a licensed 
cheesemaker.

To this day, Peter says they made the best “Limburger” 
and they were the only cheese-making company in Can-
ada to sell it. It took Peter eight years to realize that he 
might be better suited to selling real estate long-term, 

and in 1977 began doing just that for Bob Schout Real-
tor. He is now entering his 45th year in the business, and 
navigated buyers and sellers in the past through 20% in-
terest rates, unheard of by today’s standards.

Before moving to their present location, he spent 28 
years on the Baden Fire Department and was Deputy 
Chief. His hobbies include building replica wooden mod-
el fire trucks, among others, in his “on-site” workshop. He 
is even proud to show visitors his “made it myself” chuck-
wagon which he hitches their horses to.

When he’s not busy selling real estate, Peter and Janice 
raise Haflinger draft horses. They have a small flock of 
free range laying hens, and in the summertime, they raise 
broiler chickens, along with turkeys and guinea fowl. 
They keep a large garden and Janice keeps herself busy 
canning the vegetables they grow. With eight grandchil-
dren and a set of twins on the way, the couple will surely 
never be without something to do.

From cheese making to real estate
COMMUNITY —

Pictured on the weekend are the Gingerich’s, Peter and Janice, minding to their Haflinger horses.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

Merry Christmas from Merry Christmas from 
Kyle, Julie, Donna and JeremyKyle, Julie, Donna and Jeremy

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO OUR 
COMMUNITY AND 2021 CREW 

(Anderson, Brady, Camden, Clara, Drew, Emma, 
Hailey, Keaton, Max, Nash, Reid, Rowan and Tucker) 

Holiday Hours
There will not be a 

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette on 
December 30th and 

January 6th. The first paper in the 
new year will be January 13th.

Have a safe and happy holiday!
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

In response to the Omicron variant and 
in consultation with the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health, the government of On-
tario is implementing more public health 
and workplace restrictions and reduced 
its capacity limit to 50% in various indoor 
public settings as of Sunday, December 
19.

The following businesses now have re-
duced capacity limits:

• Restaurants, bars and other food or 
drink establishments and strip clubs;

• Personal care services;

• Personal physical fitness trainers;

• Retailers (including grocery stores and 
pharmacies);

• Shopping malls;

• Non-spectator areas of facilities used 
for sports and recreational fitness activi-

ties (e.g. gyms);

• Indoor recreational amenities;

• Indoor clubhouses at outdoor recre-
ational amenities;

• Tour and guide services;

• Photography studios and services;

• Marinas and boating clubs.

These limits do not apply to any portion 
of a place that is being used for a wed-
ding, funeral or religious service rite or 
ceremony. Businesses need to post a sign 
indicating capacity limits allowed in the 
establishment.

“These steps will help protect residents 
from the new threat that the Omicron 
variant poses to our community,” said Dr. 
Hsiu-Li Wang, Medical Officer of Health 
for the Region of Waterloo. “We all need 
to work together to get through the Omi-
cron tsunami that is coming. A combina-

tion of vaccination and reducing our con-
tacts is essential to protect our communi-
ty and our health system.”

Other measures are being applied, in-
cluding:

• The number of patrons allowed to sit at 
a table will be limited to 10; patrons are 
required to remain seated in restaurants, 
bars, meeting and event spaces, and strip 
clubs.

• Bars and restaurants, meeting and 
event splices and strip clubs are required 
to close by 11 p.m.; take out and delivery 
is allowed past 11 p.m.

• Dancing is not allowed except for work-
ers or performers.

• Food and/or drink services are prohib-
ited at sporting events, concert venues, 
theatres, casinos, bingo halls, horse rac-
ing tracks, car racing tracks, and other 
similar venues.

• Alcohol sales are not allowed after 10 
p.m., or alcohol consumption in busi-
nesses after 11 p.m.

Social gathering limits are restricted to 
10 people indoors and 25 people out-
doors.

“As the rapidly spreading Omicron vari-
ant becomes the dominant strain of 
COVID-19 in Ontario, it is necessary to 
apply additional public health and work-
place safety measures to reduce trans-
mission, protect our health system and 
save lives,” said Dr. Kieran Moore, Ontar-
io’s Chief Medical Officer of Health.

“We all have a role to play in keeping 
ourselves, friends, families, neighbours 
and communities safe this holiday sea-
son. Please follow all public measures 
and get vaccinated with your first, second 
or booster dose if you have not done so 
already. Omicron will not take a holiday.”

By Delaney Regehr

Wellesley residents, the Cook family, have 
found a unique way to spread cheer during 
the Christmas season, by taking the con-
ventional holiday tradition of hanging 
Christmas lights and putting their own 
spin on it.

Their hard-to-miss home at 54 Ferris 
Drive is decked out with 64 different chan-
nels of Christmas lights, each of which is 
timed to turn on and off independently in 
tune to different Christmas carols.

Ben Cook, who works in the audio-video 
industry, has set up a small FM transmitter 
that allows passerbys to tune in to 100.1 
FM, listen to the Christmas carols, and 
view the accompanying light show. The 
track consists of 25 different carols, eight 
of which were programmed by Ben him-
self.

“For me on average, a three-minute song 
takes about twelve hours to program on 
the computer,” says Ben. “The system is all 
run from a PC that’s running a software 
called Light-O-Rama, which is a compa-
ny out of the U.S. And then there are four 
different control boxes outside that are all 
networked together with an ethernet ca-
ble, and they all just plug into the comput-
er and turn on and off as I want them to.”

Ben estimates that they started this family 
tradition approximately ten years ago, with 
only six channels of lights, and have been 
gradually growing the display ever since.

“This year, we added eight arches over the 
sidewalks, so it makes a light tunnel on the 
sidewalk. Last year we added some multi-

coloured trees and some signs and snow-
flakes, and the year before was some more 
arches. Every year I try to add something 
new to spice it up.”

The festive display of lights certainly 
brings a lot of joy to the community and 
the Cook house proves to be a popular 

destination. Ben estimates that about 20-
30 cars will stop by over the course of 
the day, and closer to Christmastime, this 
number could even reach a hundred.

Most viewers are content with sitting out-
side the house for a few songs and taking 
in the display, but Ben mentions, “With the 
arches over the sidewalk this year we’ve 
noticed there’s way more foot traffic, peo-
ple getting out of their cars and standing in 
the arches, which is really cool. We’ve seen 
a lot of kids dancing out there this year!”

What first started as a small pet project 
has transformed into an elaborate display 
of festive cheer and gift to the whole com-
munity.

“I’m a bit of an AV nerd, and it was mainly 
to entertain me and my kids, but then it 
just kept growing. I try to bring some fun 
to the neighbourhood and get everybody 
in the Christmas spirit,” says Ben.

This year, a donation bin has been placed 
in front of the house for those looking to 
spread some Christmas joy this holiday 
season. The donations are being raised in 
support of the projects funded by the Ap-
ple Butter and Cheese Festival.

Everyone is encouraged to swing by, tune 
in to 100.1 FM, and enjoy the show!

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

In a December 21 council meeting, the township of 
Wellesley council members approved the purchase of 
a street sweeper in their 2022 budget to replace their 
current one. It will cost $250,000 and be funded from 
the road equipment reserve.

Their current street sweeper is a 2003 Mack Chassis 
outfitted with a Johnson VT605 sweeper/vac truck body. 
The sweeper was bought used in 2013 with high hours 
and “a lot of wear and tear,” according to Public Works 

Director Chris Cook.

“It has served the department well over the past 8 years, 
but has become very unreliable in the past 18 months,” 
said Cook. “It is repeatedly unavailable when needed 
due to minor mechanical issues and has cost the depart-
ment over $34,000 to maintain since 2018.”

An equipment supplier recently contacted township 
staff about a new unit, a 2015 Freightliner Chassis with 
a VT651 body. A client of theirs purchased the unit new, 
and since realized they do not use it enough to warrant 

keeping it, so are looking to sell it.

Public Workers senior staff visited the contractor who 
owns the unit to inspect it and ensure it is the unit they 
are looking for. According to Cook, the unit has low 
hours, is in “very good shape” aesthetically and mechan-
ically, and is an upgrade from the current system.

“Staff were very impressed by the unit and are confident 
it will serve our needs even better than the old sweeper 
has by being more powerful and slightly higher capacity 
than our old unit,” said Cook.

Ontario reduces capacity and gathering limits

Lighting it up for the Christmas season

Wellesley to purchase new street sweeper in 2022

The hard-to-miss Christmas lights display at 54 Ferris Drive in Wellesley village. The lights 
sync up to a musical beat. Everyone is encouraged to swing by, tune in to 100.1 FM, and 
take in the show. (Photo credit: Delaney Regehr)
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Christmas Hours
DECEMBER

Friday, December 24th – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Saturday, December 25th – CLOSED

Sunday, December 26th – CLOSED
Monday, December 27th – CLOSED
Tuesday, December 28th – CLOSED

Wednesday, December 29th – 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Thursday, December 30th – 9:00 am – 6:00 pm

Friday, December 31st – 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

JANUARY
Saturday, January 1st – CLOSED
Sunday, January 2nd – CLOSED
Monday, January 3rd – CLOSED
Tuesday, January 4th – Back to 

regular business hours

from all of us at 

WISHES
  MERRY
 AND 
BRIGHT

May you find
inspiration in
the miracle of 
Christmas, and
may peace and 
joy reside with
you throughout
this holy season
and beyond.

Greg and Tara, 
Family and Staff

Bright, New Hamburg 
Locations

As we deck the halls with all the trimmings 
and traditions of Christmas, we hope the 
joys of the season bring a smile to your 
face and contentment to your heart!

Thanks for brightening our year with your support 
and friendship. It means the world to us!

Brett & Monica Schultz,
Darrell Brenneman & Grant Bickle

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

There will be stricter vaccination requirements at var-
ious local facilities, including the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex (WRC) and Castle Kilbride Museum. Changes 
include:

As of December 20, proof of vaccination is required for 
people aged 12 to 17 participating in organized sports, 
including swimming lessons, recreational swims, ice 
sports, and recreational programs offered by the town-
ship. 

As of December 20, all sports staff and participants 12 
and older, including parents and spectators, must pro-
vide vaccination proof, along with photo ID, and com-
plete a COVID-19 screening when entering a recreation 
facility.

As of January 4, 2022, everyone entering a facility re-
quiring vaccination proof must present an enhanced 

vaccine certificate with a QR code. The QR code can be 
presented digitally or by printing a paper copy. The en-
hanced vaccine certificate can be downloaded at https://
covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/

As of January 10, 2022, organizations and businesses 
that require vaccination proof, including the WRC, will 
no longer accept physician notes as proof of medical ex-
emption.

Additional vaccination checking may result in delays 
getting into facilities.

“With the recent announcement from Region of Wa-
terloo Public Health confirming cases of the Omicron 
variant among region residents, the community is being 
asked to reduce all non-essential contact with others, 
including sports contact,” wrote the township in a news 
release.

“As a result, the township is adjusting its recreation of-

ferings to better keep the community safe.”

The township reminded residents not to attend the fa-
cility if they have any COVID-19 symptoms. Due to the 
changing nature of COVID-19 and the Omicron variant, 
date and program decisions are subject to change.

Residents are asked to refrain from bringing outside 
food or beverages to the facility to avoid removing 
masks, (except for participants that need water), to re-
duce time spent in dressing rooms and lobbies, and con-
sider having only one family member attend with chil-
dren and youth.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wellesley will be closing its office to the 
public starting on Monday, December 20, with a planned 
reopening date of January 10, 2022.

Residents will be able to contact staff Monday to Friday 
between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by phone or email. Resi-
dents are asked to leave a message and staff will return 
your call. If service can not be provided remotely, ap-
pointments may be arranged with the department. 

“The township would like to take this opportunity to re-
mind the community of the role we all have in reducing 
the spread of COVID-19,” wrote the township in a news 
release. “Township staff continue to work diligently to 
keep residents informed and will continue to make de-
cisions that are in the best interest of residents and em-
ployees.”

The decision was made out of “an abundance of caution” 
due to the spread of the Omicron variant.

Stricter vaccination requirements coming at 
township facilities 

Township of Wellesley to close office 
to public starting December 20

iA Private Wealth Inc. a trademark and business name under which iA
Private Wealth Inc. operate, a member of the Canadian Investor Protection

Fund and the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.
Raymer Financial is a personal trade name of Andrew Raymer.

www.raymerfinancial.com 
10 Centennial Drive, Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0 

519-655-2700
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Letters to Jesus & Santa

A very Merry Christmas to all the students that attends A very Merry Christmas to all the students that attends 
Tavistock Public School and their parents. Please stay safe Tavistock Public School and their parents. Please stay safe 
over the holidays and hope to see you all in the New Year!over the holidays and hope to see you all in the New Year!

From all the Crossing Guards in TavistockFrom all the Crossing Guards in Tavistock

By Trish Bethell 

Looking for a safe, fun, healthy way 
to spending the upcoming winter 
break? Look no further than your 
local ski slopes and trails! Looking 
to go on a road adventure? There 
are slopes and trails across Canada, 
each with their own unique charac-
teristics and activities.

Whether you’re staying at home or 
travelling within Canada this hol-
iday, skiing and snowboarding are 
as Canadian as back-bacon and ma-
ple syrup. Every year, thousands of 
skiers flock to the slopes and trails, 
knowing that skiing is a safe, healthy 
and fun way to spend time outdoors 
this holiday and all winter long.

Safe

Skiing is an outdoor sport, so your 
contact with COVID is reduced sim-
ply by being in the great outdoors. 
Within each province, lodges and 
resorts are adhering to local public 
health guidelines to keep everyone 
safe. Many resorts offer lessons to 
teach you everything you need to 

know to get started and stay safe on 
your adventure.

Healthy

Skiing is a great workout! While it 
delivers on the benefits of cardio 
exercise, it’s also great at increas-
ing flexibility, strengthening joints 
and lower body muscles; it im-
proves your balance, increases core 
strength, and promotes coordina-
tion. Plus, being active and outside 
is a natural mood booster! Need an-
other reason to hit the hills? You’re 
practically guaranteed to sleep great 
after a day of fresh air and active 
runs! (Take note, parents!)

Fun

Skiing can be done with friends or 
family. Whether you choose to travel 
along a trail or down a slope, it’s fun 
to be with friends and loved ones 
and stay connected, especially after 
the year we’ve had!

While skiing used to have the per-
ception of being an expensive sport, 
it’s not so. Everyday winter gear 
can be worn, and the other specific 

equipment (like a helmet, skis and 
poles) can be rented. Many resorts 
and hills offer daily, weekly and 
seasonal rental rates to lower costs, 
as well as industry offers, like the 
Snow Pass, to make it affordable 
to all. You do not need to break the 
bank to have fun on skis!

Getting Started

Never strapped on a pair of skis or 
a snowboard? It’s not hard! Start by 
visiting the Canadian Ski Council’s 
website Go Skiing Go Snowboarding 
(https://www.goskiinggosnowboard-
ing.ca). It’s packed with information 
about what to expect, trail markers, 
chair lift suggestions, beginner tips, 
all the details to make your first time 
at a slope a great experience. Use 
their interactive guides to get com-
fortable with what you’ll encounter, 
and how to make it a great day out.

If you’re looking for a fun, healthy 
and safe way to enjoy time with 
friends and family, or just a great 
activity to pass the time before 2022 
starts, skiing is for you!

Enjoy Your Holiday – On the Slopes
Safe, Fun, Healthy Adventures await all Canadians
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At This Time Of Year… 
Thoughts turn to loved ones, both past and present, 
Of happy childhood memories 
Unwrapping toys, helping with the baking and licking the bowl, 
Remembering always their kindness and love. 
Sweet times gone by 
During your time of loss and sorrow, thank you for the 
confidence placed in us. 

 
1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, N0B 2T0 
519-656-2880 
chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Wishing our patients, families and friends Wishing our patients, families and friends 
a very happy holiday season!a very happy holiday season!

Thank you for your ongoing support in my Thank you for your ongoing support in my 
first year as clinic owner. first year as clinic owner. 

Jennifer Moore H.B.Sc. Kin., D.C.
www.beechwoodchiropractic.com

Merry Christmas
RAY’S PRODUCE 

171 Hope Street East, Tavistock
From the Oesch Family, Tavistock

Ray, Tammy, Riley and Regan

a-b realty ltd. BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford N5A 2L2

Happy Happy HolidaysHolidays
Thinking about selling?
Call us for a free market evaluation.

Brian Wilhelm
Broker

519-272-3465
brian@brianwilhelm.com

Kyle Wilhelm
Sales Rep.

519-574-7244
kyle@brianwilhelm.com

from Team
Wilhelm

WAYNE WEICKER CARPENTRY
496291 10th Line, RR 2, Tavistock, ON  N0B 2R0

519-462-2811

From our family to yours...........Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!  
Jesse, Ashlie, Dorothy, Ginnie, Carter, Nancy, Wayne, Kristen, 

Nathaniel & Ryan

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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By Gord Mills

The New Hamburg Firebirds had two 
players participate in the PJHL Prospects 
game, and they both excelled! Brendan 
Smith and Owen Bruder were chosen 
to represent the South conference ver-
sus the West conference. Our boys did a 
fantastic job, with Owen Bruder scoring 
a goal, and Brendan Smith assisting on 
two goals, including the game-winner. 
Brendan Smith was selected player of the 
game. Way to go, boys!

The Firebirds went to Norwich for a match 
on the final games of their December 
schedule. The close confines of the Nor-
wich rink always make for a tight-check-
ing game. This game was no different. 
The Merchants were set on making their 
presence known to the Birds. New Ham-
burg netminder Caleb Ursu stood tall and 
turned away all attempts in the first pe-
riod. Near the end of the first, New Ham-
burg’s Riley Benko scored with an assist 
to Reid to give them the lead.

The second period saw more physical 
play from both teams. Norwich scored to 
tie up the scoreboard at the seven-minute 
mark. This proved to be all the goals for 
the second.

The third period opened with Firebirds’ 
speedy forward Antonio Pasqualino get-
ting a shorthanded marker with a helper 

from Barr. Once more, the Norwich guys 
would not be outdone and tied up the 
game to send it to overtime. Overtime had 
chances by both clubs but could not beat 
the goalies ending in a 2-2 final. Shots on 
goal New Hamburg 26 to Norwich 25.

The Firebirds hosted the Hespeler Sham-
rocks for a Saturday night tilt. The New 
Hamburg boys came out firing, peppering 
the Shamrock goalie. Nearing the end of 
the first, Owen Bruder scored on the pow-
erplay with an assist to Roth. The second 
period saw Firebirds’ Cole Stannix push 
the lead to 2-0. The Shamrocks rallied 
back with a goal to cut the lead. Shortly 
after that, Stannix notched his second of 
the game, with helpers being Vander Eyk 
and Duscio. New Hamburg’s Owen Brud-
er scored again with a setup from Roth to 
give the Firebirds a 4-1 lead. In the third 
period, the play was back and forth with 
no goals. Firebirds’ Isaac Bruder earned 
the win. Final shots on goal New Ham-
burg 49 to Hespeler 21.

The New Hamburg Firebirds 2022 sched-
ule resumes on January 7, with the Bur-
ford Bulldogs coming to town. This game 
will be sponsored by the Women's Truck-
ing Federation of Canada. The New Ham-
burg Firebirds would like to wish all in 
our community a very Merry Christmas 
and happy holiday season!

SPORTS —

By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Royals went to Palmerston 
last weekend, hoping to conjure up some 
pre-holiday magic with a short bench and 
a modest win streak.

The Minot 81s had plenty of bah humbug 
waiting for them instead.

Minto used a four-goal second period to 
turn a close game into a rout as the Royals 
fell 7-2 in their final pre-Christmas game 
on Sunday, Dec. 19.

It was a promising start for the Royals, 
who found themselves tied 1-1 after the 
first period. Sean Kienapple netted his 
fourth goal of the season to tie the game 
with 2:47 to play before the intermission. 
Tavistock then jumped out in front 2-1 
when Jared Prekup scored his fourth of 

the campaign just over three minutes into 
the second period.

The game then got away from the Royals, 
as Minto tied the score 2-2 just 20 seconds 
after Prekup’s goal. They then scored twice 
in a three-minute span to double the lead 
to 4-2 before Adam Kawalec beat Zach 
Schomphe with 16 seconds on the clock 
to make it a three-goal advantage heading 
to the third. Minot added two goals in the 
final frame to finish off the scoring.

Collin Hartwick, Deven Kropf and Chad 
McIntosh pitched in assists in the loss, 
while Schomphe took the loss between 
the pipes.

Depth proved to be an issue in the loss, as 
Tavistock came into the game short-hand-
ed up the middle of the ice and then had 
to endure a 10-minute misconduct penalty 

to Brendan Woods in the second that took 
away another centreman. That said, Roy-
als assistant general manager Kyle Wyn-
ette wouldn’t blame the loss on a short 
bench.

“I hate using that as an excuse – teams 
have to find a way to win using multiple 
variations of their roster,” he said. “It’s fair 
to say having two centremen out and one 
receiving a 10-minute misconduct in the 
game definitely didn’t help us. But Minto 
played extremely well, and they’re a young 
and talented team that will challenge us 
when we face them later in the season.”

Wynette said it was the 81s defence corps 
that made life difficult on the Royals’ of-
fence, while their young forwards took full 
advantage of the mistakes Tavistock made 
to swing the momentum in the game.

“Their defence made it hard for us to get 
any quality shots on the net, and their 
forwards worked well together to capi-
talize on our mistakes,” he said. “Despite 
the one-sided score, I felt like the guys 
put in a good effort out there. We’ll be cir-
cling January 21 on the calendar for the 
rematch in our barn.”

It will be a short Christmas break for the 
Royals, as Tavistock gets back to the grind 
when they host the Milverton Four Wheel 
Drives at the Embro Arena on Tuesday, 
Dec. 28, at 7:30 p.m. Wynette said the game 
is still scheduled to go ahead but provin-
cial regulations may change and force 
an alteration to the schedule. Make sure 
to check in with the Royals’ website and 
social media channels for updated game 
information.

Minto sends Royals into break in Grinch-like fashion

Pair of Firebirds soar at Prospects game

251 B (Back) Huron Street, New Hamburg
519-662-3340

www.dolmaneyecare.com

“This holiday season, we are “This holiday season, we are 
looking back with appreciation for looking back with appreciation for 
your loyalty and looking forward to your loyalty and looking forward to 
moving into the New Year together.”moving into the New Year together.”

HOLIDAY HOURS:  HOLIDAY HOURS:  
Closed  Friday December 24 at 1:00 pm   Closed  Friday December 24 at 1:00 pm   

Closed Monday December 27th & Tuesday 28th  Closed Monday December 27th & Tuesday 28th  
Closed Friday December 31st at 1:00 pm & Closed Friday December 31st at 1:00 pm & 

Closed Monday January 3, 2022.Closed Monday January 3, 2022.

Firebirds player Cole Stannix during game action against the Hespeler Shamrocks. The 
Firebirds won this game 4-1. (Photo credit: Billie Jo Mark)
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SPORTS —

By Matt Harris

The Tavistock Braves posted two more wins last week-
end, staying close to the division-leading Wellesley Ap-
plejacks as they enter the holiday break.

The Braves were 6-1 winners over Burford last Friday 
night as Drew Gerth and Josh Helgerman scored two 
goals each to lead the way. Saturday night saw Tavistock 
drop a 7-6 decision on the road to the Woodstock Navy 
Vets. Ryan Suljak had a pair of goals in the loss. They 
then closed things out with a solid 8-1 bounce-back win 
over the Norwich Merchants, led by Suljak’s three-point 
night.

It took more than a period for the Braves to get warmed 
up against the visiting Bulldogs, as the teams found 
themselves tied 1-1 after the opening period Friday 
night. A three-goal second period set things in motion 
for the home side, as they powered their way to an easy 
victory. Gerth and Helgerman had two goals each while 
Marc Dionne and Andrew Van Boekel picked up singles. 
Assists went to Gerth, Patrick Vulgan (2), Helgerman, 
Van Boekel, Nathan Yeck, Zach Gladding (2), Kaden 
Brame and Owen Rahn.

Tarin Pennington came up a save shy of recording a 
shutout, stopping 25 shots to earn the win. Burford’s 
Nathan Butler had 47 saves in the loss.

In Woodstock the following evening, the game was the 
very definition of a back-and-forth event as neither 
team could pull away and establish a safe lead at any 
point until late in the game.

Helgerman got Tavistock on the board first when he 
scored at the 12:01 mark of the first period, but Wood-
stock replied with a pair of goals 17 seconds apart to 
put them up 2-1. Christian Bergmann tied things once 
again for the Braves, but the Vets beat Jeffrey Kernichan 
with only eight seconds to play before the intermission 
to take the advantage.

Woodstock pushed the lead to 4-2 near the halfway 
mark of the second, but Tavistock rallied back with two 
goals from Suljak and Connor Otto in the late going to 
make it 5-4 after 40 minutes.

Tavistock struck early in the third to grab the lead, as 
Gerth and Suljak scored less than two minutes apart to 
push the Braves ahead 6-5. That advantage lasted all of 
58 seconds, as the Vets scored to tie things up at 7:07 of 
the third. Patrick Kaizer then scored his second goal of 
the game when he beat Kernichan with 5:25 left, giving 
Woodstock the lead for good.

Gladding, Yeck (2), Ian Glendinning, Gerth, Van Boekel 
and Dionne picked up assists in defeat, while Kernichan 
finished with 38 saves.

The Braves stayed on the road Sunday but returned to 
their winning ways in Norwich, as Tavistock took ad-
vantage of their play in the early parts of the first two 
periods to set the tone against the Merchants.

Gladding kick-started the offensive output when he 
beat Carver Monroe just over five minutes into the 
game. Van Boekel and Ryan Donat added scores to make 
it 3-0 before the period was over, but the Braves real-
ly got to work early in the second to put the game out 
of reach. Glendinning scored on the powerplay just one 
minute into the frame to make it 4-0, but Gerth and Do-
nat scored 25 seconds apart to extend the lead to 5-0 
before the period was four minutes old.

Joel Storoschuk broke up Pennington’s bid for a shutout 
with a Norwich goal at the 10:31 mark of the second, 
but the outcome was never seriously in question after 
that. Gerth and Suljak tacked on goals in the third, while 
Pennington needed to make just 27 saves total in pick-
ing up the win. Nathan Brenneman, Will Schlotzhauer 
(2), Vulgan, Suljak (2), Rahn, Yeck, Donat and Otto add-
ed assists.

Taking two of three games kept the Braves in conten-
tion for the South Doherty Division lead, as they trail 
Wellesley by just two points going into the holiday break. 
Woodstock sits four points behind Tavistock, while New 
Hamburg rounds out the top four in the standings, nine 
points behind the Applejacks.

Tavistock returns to action in 2022 when they head to 
Hespeler on Sunday, Jan. 2, for a clash with the Sham-
rocks. Game time at the Hespeler Memorial Arena is 
slated for 3:30 p.m. The club makes their home debut 
in the new year when they welcome the Navy Vets to 
town on Friday, Jan. 7 for a 7:30 p.m. start. All games are 
subject to ongoing provincial regulations with regard to 
the pandemic – check with www.thepjhl.ca for updated 
game information.

Braves win two of three prior to 
holiday break

     
      
      
      
      
      
      
      




      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      





Optimist
Club of

Tavistock

Marti Van 
Griensven
President

Season's    Greetings

Contact Colleen Zehr sczehr@execulink.com

519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
Services for Seniors by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Season’sSeason’s
GreetingsGreetings

As another year comes rushing in, we’re grateful to be part 
of this fine community. Thank you to all of our friends 
and clients who make us feel so welcome here.
We wish you health, happiness, peace and prosperity! 
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17 Woodstock Street South
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

T: 519-655-2111 | F: 519-655-2152
tavistockpharmacy@gmail.com

Tavistock Pharmacy

"May your faith be renewed, your spirits lifted 
by the true meaning of Christmas. We Thank 
You for your friendship and for the privilege 

of serving you this past year." 

Merry Christmas from:  
Derek, Curtis, Matthew and Kim

519-655-2561

Season’s greetings 
and warm wishes for 

the coming year.

Season’s greetings 
and warm wishes for 

the coming year.

SPORTS —

By Veronica Reiner

Christmas came early for the Wellesley 
Applejacks, who beat the Woodstock Navy 
Vets and the Burford Bulldogs this past 
weekend.

This puts the Applejacks comfortably 
in first place atop the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League South Doherty Division, 
with 19 wins, 2 losses, 1 overtime loss, 
and 2 ties. In second place is the Tavistock 
Braves (18-4-1-2), followed by the third-
place Navy Vets (16-4-3).

Their first game took place against the 
Navy Vets at the Woodstock District Com-
munity Complex on Friday, December 17 
and resulted in an overtime (OT) Apple-

jacks win, 3-2. The game drew in a total of 
400 visitors. There was no scoring whatso-
ever in the first frame.

Wellesley’s Justin Zuber (Kobe Seiling, 
Jake Ertel) drew first blood at 7:51 in the 
second stanza, taking advantage of a pow-
er play. The Navy Vets responded later, 50 
seconds into the third period. Wellesley 
regained the lead at 13:01, courtesy of an 
unassisted Carson Wickie. However, the 
Navy Vets did not let up and tied up the 
game 2-2 at 16:35 on a power play. This 
brought the game into OT.

Kobe Seiling sealed the win for the Apple-
jacks at 3:06, assisted by Justin McCombs 
and Ertel. Although the Applejacks won 

3-2, Woodstock outshot Wellesley 40-27.

The win gave the Applejacks momentum 
heading into their next game, which took 
place the following day at the Burford 
Arena against the Bulldogs. The Apple-
jacks emerged victorious from this game 
4-0.

McCombs broke the ice and scored the 
match's first goal at 18:17, assisted by 
Brett Allen and Ertel. There was no more 
scoring until the second stanza, with Jake 
Clemmer potted one, assisted by Isiah 
Katsube.

The third period was the most ac-
tion-packed this game, with the most goals 
and a collective nine penalties doled out 

between both teams. Mitch Penner (Owen 
Lee) scored at 5:02, and Connor doerbeck-
er (Connor Bradley, Austin Stemmler) fol-
lowed up at 19:30.

This is the last pair of matches before 
Wellesley - along with all other teams 
across the South Doherty division - goes 
on a break for the winter holidays to cele-
brate Christmas and New Years.

The next pair of Applejacks games will 
take place in the new year at the Wellesley 
Community Centre on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 5, against the New Hamburg Firebirds, 
and the Tavistock Braves on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8. The puck drops at 7:45 p.m.

Two wins for the Wellesley Applejacks

Holiday Thanks!
Best wishes to all our Sponsors and all our Fans. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
We wish you all a healthy and prosperous New Year ! 
Merry Christmas from the Braves.
TAVISTOCK
BRAVES

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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‘Tis the Season!
With best wishes to all our 

customers, Friends and 
neighbours at this joyous season.

519-276-1851 • bstere@agcore.ca
Brian, Danielle and Staff

Clive A. lAwry
CERTIFIED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT

The Magic of 
Christmas never ends 

and its greatest of 
gifts are family and 

friends.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Clive & Janet, Carol, Heidi, Paul & Families

We, at Mike’s Selective Cabinets, wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and good wishes for the New Year. 

We look forward to Designing, Building and Installing 
your New Kitchen, Vanity, Fireplace Mantel or 

Entertainment Center in the New Year. 
Come and visit our showroom at 380 Woodstock St S.

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com • 519-655-2874

Thank You from 
the Staff of

season’s 
greetings
With best wishes and 
gratitude this holiday 
season. It’s been great 
getting to know you, 
and we look forward 
to seeing you again 
next year!

Michael Vancea, MBA, CFP
Brian Cressman, BA, CFP
Your Financial Planners
216 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S8
Ph: 519-275-3333 – Fax: 519-275-2044
www.vanceafinancial.com

Wishing you and yours exceeding 
great joy as we enter into this 
holiest of seasons. 
Merry Christmas, Everyone!

W.D. Schumm 
Excavating
Wayne, Michelle and Jayden

Thank you for your patronage!

Like the shepherds 
in the fields on that 
holy night so long 
ago, our faith is
renewed and our 
spirits lifted as we 
celebrate the
Miracle of Christmas.

Westavi Farms Ltd.

The Kropf Family
Walter & Valerie
Travis, Niki, Oliver & Emy
Melissa, Phill, Chloe, 
Simeon and Levi 
Adam, Noah, Jacob, and Kaylea

Wishing you a Christmas 
filled with laughter, 

good times and good cheer. 

Brad, Nicole and Shelby Wettlaufer & Staff

.

We thank you for your valued 
business, and wish you and your loved ones
a bounty of glad tidings this holiday season.

Butch, Christine & Employees

RAEDON 
EXCAVATING

Dave and Kelly Roth and Family

Season’s Greetings
from

Randy’s Repair Service
Randy and Nancy Berg
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COMMUNITY —

From the Jantzi Plumbing Family to you, we extend our warmest 
thoughts and best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

1426 Hutchison Road Wellesley | 519-656-3030   jantziplumbing.ca

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

Thank you for your continued support.
Merry Christmas from the team at 

Complete Tree Service 
and The Snow Pros

Call “Tom The Tree Fellar” 519-662-6198

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Presentations from Grace 
United Church

Vibrant sunset

Pictured, from left, front: Chris Wiffen, Bev Neeb, Gloria Reibling and choir member Rose-
mary Stein. Back row: Tory Zehr and Carol Shewfelt, who are both choir members.

A vibrant sunrise captured Monday morning, December 20, on Huron Road around Hays-
ville. (Photo credit: Scott Dunstall) 

By Gary West 

The congregation of Grace United Church 
in Tavistock came together on Sunday, De-
cember 19, to recognize and present gifts 
to two very important musicians who con-
tributed greatly to the church’s music pro-
gram over the past several decades. Both 
Bev Neeb and Gloria Reibling had an-
nounced their intentions to retire earlier 
this year. Bev, as choir director and church 
organist, and Gloria as assistant to both.

They were fittingly honoured by the con-
gregation with gifts that included a dona-
tion to an organization called COMMIT, 
who Bev Neeb has supported over the 

years, and TAP who Gloria Reibling felt 
would be an appropriate recipient of a do-
nation in her name from the church.

Chris Wiffen, who is chair of the ministry 
and personnel committee for the church, 
stated while making the presentation, that 
“the two ladies have been an integral part 
of the music at ‘Grace’ for many years and 
they will be greatly missed.”

She said the congregation have all enjoyed 
their organ/piano duets which magnify 
their ability to work together as a team in 
the church, and “their belief in God is ex-
emplified in the way they both live their 
lives.”
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“Heaven is a place on earth,” ac-
cording to Belinda Carlisle. Her 
1987 song may not have been 
referring to The Abaco Club on 
Winding Bay, but it could have. 
Because The Abaco Club, on the 
island of Great Abaco in the Ba-
hamas, is simply one of those 
special places that travellers oc-
casionally stumble across, and 
with which we immediately fall 
in love.

It’s important to know that The 
Abaco Club is not a resort that 
you can book into for a week or 
two, every year and so. People 
who stay at the Abaco Club fall 
into three categories – owners 
of homes on the resort; mem-
bers of a club that allows regular 
rentals; or one-time visitors who 
have come to Abaco to decide if 
they want to become a member 
or owner.

But you don’t have to be there 
long to realize that if you can 
make the Abaco Club your home 
away from home, you will want 
to. This is a place of sheer beau-
ty, ultimate relaxation, great 
food and drink, laid-back en-
tertainment, and perhaps the 

most beautiful golf course in the 
world.

The last few years have been a 
challenge to this part of the Ba-
hamas. In August 2019, Category 
5 Hurricane Dorian devastat-
ed large swaths of Great Abaco. 
Fortuitously, the damage was 
relatively limited at the Abaco 
Club itself, on its end of the is-
land, but a lot of nearby territory 
was destroyed. People perished, 
homes and businesses were lost.

The owners and the employees 
of the Abaco Club immediately 
pivoted their energy and focus 
on helping their neighbours, 
launching a multi-million dollar 
relief fund, and announcing that 
Southworth Development, own-
ers of the resort, was matching 
the first $1 million in donations. 
It gave many of us an opportu-
nity to donate and ensure the 
money was being used the right 
way.

Post-hurricane, Southworth De-
velopment has focused on the 
future. In the past couple of 
weeks, it was announced that an 
additional 36 beachfront village 
residences, known collectively 
as The Cays, are now planned in 
a new development that will also 
include a beachfront club and 
an ocean-view restaurant. Res-
idences range from beachfront 
studio lofts to seven-bedroom 
villas.

Tommy Southworth, President 
of Southworth Development, 
modifies a common cliché, “The 
Abaco Club is a haven for our 
members and owners. Between 
the breathtaking location, the 
barefoot luxury vibe, the warmth 
of the staff, and so many other 
intangibles, we’ve always said 

that The Abaco Club has every-
thing that money can’t buy.”

I wouldn’t quote such a clearly 
self-promotional statement, ex-
cept that it’s absolutely true. I 
stayed in one of the individual 
cottages – they call them cabanas 
– that was pure Bahamian luxu-
ry. Every residence comes with 
your own golf cart, the trans-
portation of choice around the 
community. They also come with 
frequent visits from the beauti-
ful Abaco Parrots that populate 
the island. You won’t miss them 
– two parrots in a palm tree can 
make as much noise as Aero-
smith turned up to 11.

The golf cart reference reminds 
me of one tiny example of the 
over-the-top service at The Ab-
aco Club. If I parked my golf cart 
at the restaurant, the pro shop, 
or anywhere on the site, when 
I returned, it had been turned 
around, facing out for a conve-
nient departure.

Perhaps the most spectacular 
feature of the Abaco Club is its 
golf course, which has hosted 
many professional golf tour-
naments. It’s described as “the 
world’s first tropical links,” a per-
fect marriage of Scottish-style 
links design with all the best fea-
tures of tropical landscape and 
flora. The course lies between 
both coasts of the island, so the 
ocean provides a backdrop – and 
occasionally, an actual hazard 
– on almost every hole. Much 
of what would traditionally be 
“rough” has been replaced with 
sparkling white sand, creating 
an artist-worthy panorama of 
green fairways, white sand, blue 
ocean and palm trees. I had the 
opportunity to play the course 

three times – and each time, the 
play was frequently interrupted 
as I simply stood and drank in 
the amazing views.

Of course, every kind of 
ocean-going recreation is on of-
fer here; along with some trav-
el writing colleagues, I spent an 
amazing day on the water, in-
cluding spectacular snorkeling 
at a reef that was mere meters 
from where the boat was an-
chored.

Many Canadians spend the win-
ter months on Abaco, including 
at the Abaco Club on Winding 

Bay. One evening, I had a fasci-
nating conversation with a fel-
low Canadian, a member there 
who also happened at the time 
to be the Canadian Ambassador 
to the United States!

Belinda Carlisle may well have 
been unknowingly right – the 
Abaco Club on Winding Bay is 
about as close to heaven as you 
are going to get here on earth.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer.  To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Heaven is a place… on Great Abaco

By Paul Knowles

TRAVEL —

An aerial view of the Abaco Club (courtesy Abaco Club)

The spectacularly beautiful golf course at the Abaco Club on Winding Bay. (Paul Knowles photo)

As Christmas grows near, we’re all aglow,
When we recall the good folks that we know.

We’d like to say “thanks” at this time so bright,
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night.

Bruce & Cindy ● Wes, Jess, Nixon and Connor
Jenny, Ian, Peyton & Ashlin

B. KROPF FORESTRY SERVICE LTD.
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arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

We wish you a Merry
Christmas!

We’re happy to have this opportunity to express our 
gratitude and offer our very best wishes to all of you 

at this joyous time of year. Thanks!

Jeff, Chris, Wayne, Jeremy,
Hayley, Zach & Lisa.

Thinking Of You
 At Christmas
 This holiday season our hearts are warmed as
 we recall the good times we’ve spent serving 
 people like you! Merry Christmas and thanks!

McKay
Plumbing Ltd.
Mark, Holly and Family
and Jill Roth

May the light 
of His love 

shine down 
upon you and 

your family 
during this 
season of 

enlightenment 
and may the 

true meaning 
of the yuletide 

reside with 
you at 

Christmas.

Bob and Sherri Jantzi

SINCE 1936

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

With wishes warm and 
bright to all of our valued 

clients this holiday season.
We appreciate your trust in us.

from Dr. Kim and his team at 

48 Woodstock St. N.  519.655.2101
Box 630, Tavistock www.tavistockdental.ca

Closed Dec 24-Jan 4th inclusive 
Emergency calls will be answered.

Merry Christmas
Thank you for the privilege and opportunity 

to serve you and the community.

Shell - Tavistock Gas & Variety
Chee Peng, Peih Leng & Family

WITH OUR HAPPIEST THANKS & WARMEST WISHES

Thanks to all our 
customers for 
your patronage in 
the past years 
and wishing you a 
prosperous and 
happy new year.

Bill Ferguson and 
Family and Staff

HICKSON MOTORS
164 Loveys Street, Hickson • 519-462-2886

Seasons GreetingsSeasons Greetings

DebbieDebbie
Hammer Hammer 
DesignsDesigns

May you and the ones you care for enjoy 
a happy and healthy holiday season.

Monty Eby and Staff 
380 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock 519-655-9900
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Dec. 23rd and Dec. 25th

Wilmot Centre Church 
Christmas Eve Services

Takes place Thursday, 
December 23rd at 5 
p.m. and Friday, De-
cember 24th at 7 p.m. 
In-person Christmas 
service at Wilmot Cen-
tre Missionary Church 
at 2463 Bleams Road.

December 25th

Christmas Day Dinner

The Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre and 
local churches are pro-
viding a Christmas Day 

Dinner on December 
25th. Pickup or deliv-
ery options available. 
Call 519-662-2731 to 
register.

December 28th

Blood Donation Event

Perth East Recreation 
Complex at 40 Tem-
perance Street in Mil-
verton. Booking times 
available on blood.ca 
from about 2 p.m. until 
about 3 p.m.

December 31st

Noon Year’s Eve

Region of Waterloo 

Library (RWL) on-
line virtual program 
designed for families 
from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. Features 
songs, a craft, and a 
whole lot of fun. Reg-
ister in advance to 
arrange pick-up of a 
supply kit from a local 
RWL branch. Registra-
tion can be done on the 
RWL website.

January 3rd, 2022

Blood Donation Event

Wellesley Community 
Centre at 1,000 Maple 
Leaf Street in Welles-

ley. Booking times 
available on blood.ca 
from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.

January 15th, 2022

Bottle Drive

Hosted by the Optimist 
Club of Petersburg to 
raise funds to help 
the organizations and 
youth in the commu-
nity. From 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at 1239 Notre 
Dame Drive Peters-
burg (Bechtold Home 
Improvements). All 
COVID measures will 
be in place. Visitors are 
asked to stay in their 

cars while volunteers 
unload the empties. For 
more info call Warren 
at 519-634-8925.

Jan. 22nd to Jan. 29th

Family Literacy Week

Designed for all ages. 
Stop by your local Re-
gion of Waterloo Li-
brary (RWL) branch to 
pick up the ABC Life 
Literacy Canada Fam-
ily Activity Book and 
make outdoor time, fun 
family learning time.

has also donated a substantial amount of 
money over the years to major projects 
such as the new arena, Tavistock Com-
munity Health, and most recently the 
pavilion at Queen’s Park. Another obvi-
ous part of Men’s Club presence missing 
in action is the food booth at the Tavis-
tock Arena which hasn’t been open since 
the first lockdown of the pandemic.

The Men’s Club traditionally runs the 
Tavistock Santa Clause parade, but it has 
been cancelled the past two years. Kro-
pf says they were able to help with San-
ta’s recent sleighride through town. “Bob 
Junker did the Santa Claus drive around 
a year ago and this year we partnered 
with him on the same event. In doing that 
we raised $15 hundred, and we split the 
money between the Salvation Army and 
the Tavistock Assistance Program.” Kro-
pf says the community’s generosity was 
overwhelming. “We walked around town 
with firefighter boots collecting money 
and I was thinking we would see lots of 
loonies and toonies, but I think the first 
donation I got was a hundred-dollar bill 
and the tens and twenties rolled in after 
that.” 

When the Men’s Club started back in 

1937 it was store owners from town get-
ting together, much like the Chamber of 
Commerce today. They would band to-
gether and support with whatever need-
ed help in the community and there has 
always been a social aspect. “We have 
traditionally have about 10 dinner meet-
ings a year and we bring in guest speak-
ers such as a farmer who just installed 
robots in the barn. We’ve also done tours 
like at C.R. Plastic Products in Stratford 
and Argo in New Hamburg and other 
events,” says Kropf. Each dinner meet-
ing is catered by a local restaurant such 
as Quehl’s or D and D Homestyle Café, 
or an organization like Annie B. Lewis 
Women’s Institute. 

One challenge the Men’s Club is fighting 
is a lack of members. The roll currently 
sits at 36 and Kropf says they would like 
to see between 50 and 60. “That’s what 
we need big time. We need to rejuvenate 
the club and create some excitement.” If 
anyone is interested in joining the Men’s 
Club contact Walter Kropf at 519-301-
5001 or Peter Pickett at papickettlife@
gmail.com. Membership in the past has 
been $175 which covers the cost of din-
ner meetings, but it has been reduced to 
$100 because of the pandemic.

COMMUNITY —

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY 2022

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

OperatedProud sponsor of the Community Calendar

We appreciate your business and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and the best in the coming year.

Franklin & Donna Hinz

Do what makes you 
happy.

Look upon what gives 
you joy. Listen to what 

lifts your spirit. Speak to 
those who warm your 

heart.
Surround yourself with 
sights and sounds and 
people who make you 
smile during this 2021 

Festive Season.

Tavistock Men’s Club Remains 
a Community Fixture

519 •662 •1644

Merry 
Christmas!

From our family to yours,

and a happy New Year.

Continued from page 1
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WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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Weekly Quiz Answers

1) New Zealand 
2) Cindy Lou 
Who 
3) A hoola-hoop 
4) Santa Claus 
5) Max 
6) Gold, 
Frankincense 

and Myrrh 
7) Jimmy 
Stewart 
8) Charles 
Dickens 
9) A hen 
10) T. Eaton 
Company

CLASSIFIED ADS

Submit your classified to us by calling
519-655-2341 or emailing info@wilmotpost.ca 
or tavistockgazette@rogers.com

Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford 
- 226-972-5750

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO #50025796

Phone: (226) 333-9939
Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 

St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO #50010159
Phone: (519) 284-2332

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

On this special occasion, we’d like to join you and your family in 
a prayer for peace on earth and a better world for all mankind.

Merry  Christmas and heartfelt thanks to all our good neighbours. 
Your friendship has made this world a better place for us.

Tavistock Masonic Lodge No. 609

Season’s Greetings

Wishing you and your family a happy and Wishing you and your family a happy and 
healthy holiday season. healthy holiday season. 

Seasons Greetings!Seasons Greetings!

Jeremy, Teresa, Maisy, Reese, Natalee, Jeremy, Teresa, Maisy, Reese, Natalee, 
Cassidy and StaffCassidy and Staff
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

SUBSCRIBERS NOTICE
YOU WILL NOTICE THIS WEEK THAT THERE 

IS COLOUR ON YOUR LABEL
Green -  You are paid up 

Orange - This is the month of your expiry
Red - You are past due. Let us know if you are  

renewing as soon as possible

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek@xplornet.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

Nathan Brenneman
Owner / Operator

Nathan@BrennemanElectric.ca Residential • Commercial
519-404-2130 Industrial • Agricultural
www.BrennemanElectric.ca ECRA/ESA 7009984

PAVESTONESMALL ENGINE REPAIR  
Repairs to all makes/models 
of Riding and Push Mowers, 

Rototillers, Trimmers, 
Snowblowers, Chainsaws, etc. 

including Commercial and Farm
Reasonable rates, free Pickup and Delivery. 
Reconditioned equipment sales with "All Inclusive" 60 
day warranty.

RANDY’S REPAIR SERVICE
Hickson 519-462-2739 • Cell 226-228-2739

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE

COFFEE DELIVERY

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.655.2322
Tavistock Community Health, 80 Maria St., Tavistock

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846
Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Order Snapping Turtle coffee 
beans and k-cups for free 
delivery in Tavistock

Email tavistockgazette@rogers.com 
for more details

Main office: 150 Queen St E, St. Marys  
519-284-2332 • www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 
CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 
TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

THIS AD SPACE 

COULD BE YOURS 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 

519-6555-2341

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certifi cates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
Dog Food      Puppy Food      Cat Food      Biscuits

 

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

Merry

Christmas!


