
By Veronica Reiner

An affordable housing project is coming 
to the former B-W Feed and Supply Mill 
in New Hamburg, and recently got sup-
port and surplus land from the Region 
of Waterloo in late January.

The project, called the Mill Block 
Community, will be a mixed income, 
intergenerational community that is 
planned to contain 30 one and three 
bedroom apartments. The idea for this 
project came from a group of local res-
idents who formed the not-for-prof-
it organization, Love Your Neighbours 
Communities (LYNC), to purchase the 

mill on Peel Street last October.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
station, which adjoins the mill property, 
was also declared surplus by the region 
and turned over to LYNC as part of this 
development.

Boris Emanuel is the Executive Director 
of LYNC, and said the demand for this 
type of project is “tremendous.”

“Since it’s gone public now that we’re 
partnering with the region, I have been 
inundated with calls. I already have a 
waiting list for a waiting list. People 
are really excited about the idea of liv-
ing in a community,” said Emanuel. “I 

think that’s what we need people to un-
derstand - this is not just a small need, 
but a tremendous problem that we as 
a community must work together to 
overcome.”

The organization has not yet selected 
who will live in the affordable hous-
ing units. There are certain units that 
are stipulated for those on the regional 
housing waitlist, for example.

The Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation consider the housing “af-
fordable” if it costs less than 30 per 
cent of a household’s before tax income. 

By Lee Griffi

Anyone hoping to use Queen’s Park in 
Tavistock for camping going forward is out 
of luck. East Zorra-Tavistock (EZT) Council 
has voted to ban all overnight camping after 
finding out the practice not only wasn’t in-
sured against liability but also contradicted 
the park’s zoning.

Mayor Phil Schaefer says the news came as 
more than a bit of a surprise. “It came to light 
last year that we weren’t insured for that 
type of activity at our parks, so that quick-
ly ended. It’s pretty scary when you think 
about it that this has been going on without 
proper coverage. We are lucky that we have 
never had a problem.”  

In a written statement, EZT Clerk Will 
Jaques says, “when the township took over 
the administration of Queen’s Park from the 
previous contractor (Ken Wettlaufer), we be-
came aware that there appeared to be a mis-
understanding between the township and 
the contractor on whether the township’s 
insurance would cover camping in Queen’s 
Park (or other township parks). This item 
came to light when staff inquired of our cur-
rent insurer as to whether camping is per-
mitted, and we were advised that we had 
not been previously covered.” He adds the 
township has no idea how many events and 
for how long camping had been occurring, 
but there has been a history of camping for 
certain events, such as the World Crokinole 
Championship and the Southwestern 
Ontario Fiddle and Step Dance Competition. 
“Once staff became aware of this issue, it 
was brought to the previous council’s atten-
tion for discussion, with further discussion 
occurring at the February 1 meeting,” he 
adds.  

Schaefer says the entire situation is a con-
fusing one and council doesn’t really have 
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Affordable housing project coming to 
New Hamburg gets regional support

Left to right, Paul Ming director/treasurer of LYNC, Boris Emanuel Executive Director LYNC, Jeff Van Gyssell Community Champion for 
LYNC, Steve Wagler Chairperson of LYNC and Mark Murray from 100 Men of Wilmot Who Give a Damn.
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Some of the LYNC apartments will be 
priced like this, with the rent cost based 
on the household income.

“Rural communities have the same issues 
that big cities do. As much as you don’t 
see them, we have our tent cities in and 
around New Hamburg,” said Emanuel. 
“We have a lot of people who have lost 
employees because they could not find 
affordable housing in the Wilmot area as 
well as family members who moved out 
of the area just to find housing .”

Throughout the next month, mill equip-
ment in the mill will be removed. LYNC 
is currently doing the preliminary design 
for the build, which will be done in two 
phases - the renovation of the mill, then 
adding a new building in addition to the 
mill that is there. The first floor will fea-
ture a commercial space, while the sec-
ond and third floor will feature the resi-
dential spaces. The construction is tenta-
tively planned for September.

“The first phase we’re hoping to have 
complete 12 months from the start of 
construction, and then the second phase 
to be ready in 18 months,” said Emanuel. 
“So the whole thing should be done, in 18 
months, which may seem like a long time, 
but considering that people are on the 
regions waiting list for housing for eight 
years - it’s not that long.”

This project has been in the works for 
several years. In 2020, like-minded com-
munity members started a conversation. 

The group included a number of local 
citizens, representation from Interfaith 
Counselling Centre and Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre. They all shared 

personal stories and soon developed a 
common vision to do whatever they could 
to influence the creation of rural afford-
able housing projects that also create a 

sense of community.

The group became known as the Wilmot 
Affordable Housing Collaborative, a com-
mittee of the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre.

“In April of 2020, our group learned that 
our local feed mill, B-W Feed and Seed, 
was listed for sale. We all felt that this 
was a great opportunity to create some-
thing special. We chose the Mill Block 
Community as our pilot project because 
it is physically located in the centre of 
our town with every product and service 
within walking distance,” said Emanuel. 
After incorporating LYNC as a non profit 
organization, the group fundraised and 
collected enough money to buy the mill 
property in October of 2022, which cost 
$1.3-million.

“We also have the opportunity to breathe 
new life into a historic building that has 
been part of our community for over a 
century.”

The group added that they are always 
looking for ideas from the community on 
what they would like to see in the first 
floor commercial space. Concepts in de-
velopment include a commercial kitchen 
that can host community dinners, a food 
sustainability program, that incorporates 
a community garden and teaches canning 
and cooking, laundry facilities as well as 
collaborative spaces for local services or 
social enterprises.

Ideas can be submitted to info@lyncom-
munities.com.
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An aerial view of the B-W Feed & Supply building in New Hamburg. 

Affordable housing project coming to New Hamburg 
gets regional support

many details. “It’s been going on for so 
long no one really knows when it started 
and if it even came before council. There’s 
nothing we can do about it now, but going 
forward, we are well aware that it isn’t in-
sured and isn’t properly zoned for over-
night camping.”

Perhaps the most ironic part of the sto-
ry is that, on paper, it would appear the 
township was in violation of one of its 
own bylaws. “If we had camping there 
without proper zoning, we were in viola-
tion of the zoning bylaw,” says the mayor. 
He does feel sorry for the groups who use 
the park each year but adds it’s a decision 
that had to be made. “It’s a public park, 
not a campground. It is meant for our res-
idents to use and enjoy peacefully, and 
that’s in conflict with using it as an over-
night campground.” The park does have 
electricity roughed in for campers, but 
there is no word yet on if the township 
will remove that service. Some of the for-
mer camping areas will also be lost once 
the spray pad is installed, possibly in time 
for the summer months.

Pay Increase for Staff and Council

Members of EZT Council and all town-
ship staff are getting a 6.49 per cent sala-
ry increase in 2023.  

Jaques says the township’s Wage Grid 
Administration Policy was updated in 
2020 to reflect that any wage increas-
es experienced by staff and council are 
now formula-based and tied to increas-
es to the Ontario Consumer Price Index. 
“Prior to this update, wage increases were 
negotiated with CUPE for the township’s 
unionized employees, and then this ne-
gotiated increase was also applied to the 
non-union employees and council. With 
the union decertification in 2020, the pol-
icy and associated process was adopted 
and applies to all staff and council.”  

“We are not a unionized environment 
anymore, so there is no collective agree-
ment. It wasn’t an issue when inflation 
was really low and people were getting 
small increases, and at that time, there 
were probably some people getting rais-
es well above inflation. I know it’s a large 
one, but it does work itself out a bit,” says 
Schaefer.

EZT Council does not supply its residents 
with updates from council meetings, and 
they are also not available online, so 
unless members of the public were at a 
meeting or read meeting minutes the in-
formation on the raise would not have 
been readily known. The Gazette asked 
Schaefer if this is an example of where 
the township should be more proactive in 
communicating with ratepayers. “I guess 
it could always be more transparent. A lot 
of this will be solved when we get into our 
new building. We can effectively lives-
tream our meetings and people are free 
to watch. That will be an improvement.” 
There is no word if council is contemplat-
ing having meetings available on demand 
for residents to watch when convenient 
for them. Current council meetings take 
place in Innerkip at the community cen-
tre at either 9 a.m. or 7 p.m.  

Pay increases in the last six years from 
2022 back to 2017 have been 2.41, 0.9, 
1.94, 2.2, 1.78, and 1.61 per cent. By com-
parison, Zorra Township passed a 6.7 per 
cent increase and Blandford-Blenheim 
a 6.9 per cent wage hike this year, also 
based on inflation.

The Gazette reached out to each member 
of council, other than Mayor Schaefer, 
who agreed to an interview, and two of 
the six responded. Scott Zehr, Steven Van 
Wyk, Scott Rudy, and Matthew Gillespie 
did not respond to the question. Deputy 
Mayor Brad Smith and Councillor Jeremy 
Smith responded, but did not provide an 
answer to the question posed. 

“Applying this raise is not a justification. It 
is following a policy adopted and passed 
by a previous council. I will not comment 
on the previous council’s thought process. 
As far as me personally, I did not seek 
this position for the paycheck. I was un-
aware that council members were part of 
the structure of employees,” says the dep-
uty mayor. Councilor Jeremy Smith says, 
“since my time on council dating back 
to 2006 the CPI has fluctuated slightly 
around the 2 per cent mark every year. I 
think the popular thought was that trend 
wouldn’t change. 2022 has been quite an 
anomaly on many fronts, including the ef-
fect of inflation on the cost of living. The 
plan is to fund any associated increases 
the township’s WGAP will have on the 
budget this year - with new assessment.”

EZT Council Bans Camping and Approves a 6.49 
Percent Pay Hike 
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Andrea Brodersen Bastke of New Hamburg has been a world traveller by the time she was 20-years-old. 

FEATURE —

By Nancy Silcox

Taking a breath from unpacking after her 
relocation from New Hamburg, Ontario, 
to Kennesaw, Georgia, Andrea Brodersen 
Bastke reports that “it’s been a very good 
transition so far.”

Not that Andrea, class of ’94 at Waterloo-
Oxford District Secondary School, hasn’t 
had lots of packing and unpacking prac-
tice. A world-traveller by the time she 
was 20, this move to the southern United 
States seems almost run-of-the-mill.

An all-round good citizen at W-O, a mem-
ber of the Swim Team, the diverse Music 
program, and the ECO Environmental 
Club, she saves her fondest memories for 
performing in the legendary W-O musi-
cals Annie Get Your Gun and Patience un-
der directors John Cull and Ene Billings.

In her graduating year, she entered the 
Wilmot Agricultural Society’s Queen of 
the Fair competition and was crowned the 
winner. She’d represent Wilmot over the 
next year in further agricultural competi-
tions and public appearances.

“I loved that year,” Andrea recalls fondly. 
“Dressing up, travelling, meeting new peo-
ple and representing my home area.”

She laughs: “I even enjoyed the interview 
process to select the best representative.” 
Little could Andrea have guessed at that 
early stage of her life, that one day inter-
viewing individuals on the other side of 
the world would be her livelihood.

Crowned in the Agricultural Society’s cel-
ebration of “The Year of the Pig,” she had 
to study up on the humble farm animal as 

she travelled to area schools and events as 
part of her public relations role.

Uncertain of her direction after high 
school graduation, Andrea headed to 
Emmanuel Bible College in Kitchener for 
a year. “Just to give me some time to figure 
it out,” she offers.

Before the term was out, she’d signed on to 
spend a summer working with a Christian 
mission group on the south Pacific islands 
of Yap, Micronesia.

“It was a life-changing experience,” she 
recalls. “I saw my future in global mission-
ary work.”

Headed back to Canada for further aca-
demic work, she took her TESOL (Teaching 
English to speakers of other languages) 
qualifications and followed that with a 
year’s teaching internship in China.

“I loved China. The political climate was 
not as authoritarian as it is now, and for-
eigners like me had more freedom to trav-
el the country.” As for the Chinese people 
themselves? “They were wonderful and 
welcoming.”

Returning home, she became involved in 
a unique program at Conestoga College 
in Kitchener called The Sino-Canada 
School. Its mandate was to send Canadian 
language teachers to the city of Harbin, 
China, to work with Chinese teachers and 
students, improving their English lan-
guage skills.

After a period of instruction, both Chinese 
students and Canadian teachers would 
then return to Canada, the former now 
enrolled in classes at the college.

A notoriously difficult language (both 
written and oral) to master, Andrea calls 
her Chinese fluency today “passable. But I 
wouldn’t say I’m close to fluent.”

Returning to Asia, this time Taiwan, when 
a position came up with the multimedia 
production company Overseas Radio & 
TV, (ORTV), Andrea credits her year as 
Queen of the Fair with her public speak-
ing abilities.

ORTV, founded in Taipei, Taiwan in 1960 
and continuing today as a non-profit 
Christian company, it produces English 
media—online, television, video, books 
and magazines to reach audiences across 
the world.

Andrea’s position as Production Manager 
at ORTV saw her working behind the 
scenes, as well as being an online pres-
ence. As host of the program “Let’s Talk 
in English,” she drew on her English as 
a Second Language (ESL) background to 
teach listeners around the world speak 
the language.

Her commitment to remain in Taiwan for 
two years stretched into 10. She had met 
American Daniel Bastke, a Video Director 
and Multimedia Designer also working for 
the company. The couple married in 2008. 
Their children Jeremiah and Selah were 
born on the island nation.

Over the next six years, one more child, 
Levi joined the family as they divided 
their time between the western United 
States and Taiwan.

Early summer 2022 saw the family tear-
fully leaving friends and associates in 

Taiwan. “I loved Taiwan,” recalls Andrea.

“Not only are the people welcoming and 
friendly, but the culture is so fascinating. 
And the idea of being on a small island 
where you can walk freely is great for 
families.”

But the draw of families was strong for 
both Andrea and Daniel. They returned 
to Canada in early summer 2022, where 
they set up house temporarily in New 
Hamburg, with Andrea’s mother Irma 
Brodersen.

The stop would be only temporary until 
Daniel took a media position in the south-
ern U.S. in the early New Year.

Andrea calls their six-month interlude 
in the town where she grew up “a time 
warp.” “Walking my kids to their first day 
at Grandview Elementary School, where 
I attended years before, was surreal. So 
much of the building and classrooms were 
still the same.”

The family took the occasion to revisit 
tourist attractions of Andrea’s youth, in-
cluding Niagara Falls and Lake Huron. 
A special delight was savouring fresh 
Ontario corn-on-the-cob.

Early January saw the reunited Bastke 
family relocating to Georgia where 
Daniel’s work would take him. She calls 
the school system in the area “progres-
sive” and “of high standard.”

World-travellers too, the Bastke children 
ask: “where will we be going next year?” 
Andrea laughs: “I tell them I hope we can 
stay put for a while.”

Where Are They Now: Andrea Bastke
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the

 SOUTH EASTHOPE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that the 151st Annual Meeting of South Easthope Mutual Insurance 
Company will be held at Grace United Church, 116 Woodstock Street South, Tavistock, 
Ontario, on Friday March 3, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. for the purposes of: 

 1. Receiving and approving the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the 
     Corporation held March 4, 2022.
 2. Receiving the Auditor’s Report and Financial Statement for the year ended 
     December 31, 2022.
 3. Appointing Auditors for the 2023 fiscal year.
 4. Electing three directors, each for a term of three years. 

Any member wishing to seek election or re-election as a director must have filed their intention 
to stand for election in writing with the Secretary of the Corporation at least thirty days in 
advance of the Annual Meeting. 

A complete version of the audited financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2022 
are available for viewing on the company website at www.southeasthope.com. A member 
may also request a copy by written request at least 14 days before the Annual Meeting.

Frank A. Rider, CIP – President & CEO
For the Board of Directors

Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
Employment Opportunity
Financial Services Clerk

Due to internal restructuring within our current staff complement, the Township 
of East Zorra-Tavistock is seeking applications for a full time Financial Services 
Clerk.

Additional information about the position, responsibilities and qualifi cations re-
quired are available from the Township’s website at www.ezt.ca/employment or by 
contacting the Township Offi ce.

To apply, applicants must submit a cover letter and resume, as a single PDF fi le, 
outlining education, qualifi cations and experience. Applications will be received 
until 4:30 pm on Friday February 17th, 2023 and must be sent to hr@ezt.ca

Jennifer Albrecht
Human Resources and Safety Coordinator
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only candidates to be interviewed will be contacted. Personal 
information collected will be used in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act for the purpose of candidate selection.

The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Accommodations are available for all 
parts of the recruitment process, upon request.

By Gary West

The population of Linwood exploded 
on Saturday, February 4, as the town 
welcomed Wellesley township resi-
dents and  beyond who took in the day's 
events.

Snofest was held in perfect weath-
er with lots of snow and temperatures 
colder than they have been in recent 
weeks. This was the first winter carni-
val activity to be held in more than two 
years due to COVID-19.

Activities included sno-pitch games 
in the snow on the ball diamonds, solo 
tournament, children’s indoor enter-
tainment, craft table, face painting, bin-
go and a horse race game put on by the 
local Lions club.

There was lots of food and refreshments 

in the community centre, where orga-
nizers served up a full breakfast cour-
tesy of Perth-Waterloo Egg Farmers and 
Waterloo County Dairy producers.

The history of Linwood’s Snofest began 
in 1980, made up of a dedicated Snofest 
committee of about 25 people. They held 
events such as bathing suit races, beard 
growing, bed races, bubble gum con-
test, jelly eating contest, log sawing, nail 
hammering, chainsaw events, a plank 
walk, ski rally, ski race, snow sculpture 
and adult tricycle races.

Even though the smaller present day 
committee has cut back on some of the 
events, there were still over 300 excited 
wintertime enthusiasts who attended. A 
profit of more than $2,000 is usually re-
alized to put towards recreation needs 
in the Linwood community.

Snofest in Linwood, with ideal winter conditions

Co-ed sno-pitch players, showing a great time can be had even with one foot of snow on 
the ball field.
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By Lee Griffi

The Ontario Provincial Police, Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre, and Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police have launched a fraud 
prevention campaign this week to raise 
awareness about the significant increase 
in emergency grandparent scams target-
ing Canadian seniors.  

In 2022, a staggering $530 million in vic-
tim losses was reported across the coun-
try, a nearly 40 per cent increase from 
the 2021 figure of $380 million. "This is 
a scam that has been happening local-
ly over the last couple of weeks here in 
Oxford and we are hearing areas sur-
rounding the county are being targeted 
as well," says Patti Cote, the local OPP's 
media relations officer. In Ontario there 
has been over $5.4 million in reported 
losses, and it is estimated that only five 
to 10 per cent of victims report scams 
and fraud to law enforcement.

Cote says more is being done to cre-
ate awareness of the scams, but there 
is still a lot of work to be done. "I just 
did a presentation in Tillsonburg at 
the senior centre, and there were a few 
people who's jaws dropped a little. The 

biggest message out of all of this is that 
we are coming at this from different an-
gles. Different organizations are putting 
out information with statistics which is 
great, but we still aren't capturing every-
one who may have been targeted." She 
adds police are trying to figure out how 
the criminals are working. "If I received 
that call and someone says, hi grand-
ma, or this is so and so from the police, 
and we have your grandson or nephew 
in custody, I would know that it's a scam 
because I don't have either. But how 
are they getting the phone numbers of 
the victims? We have to assume there 
are people doing legwork either by the 
yellow pages or buying lists from other 
bad people." Cote says if 100 calls are 
made in a day, and one victim engages 
then they have earned their keep, which 
is a very sad thing. "It seems like they 
are targeting seniors, but we don't know 
how they are getting the phone numbers 
yet. Locally we have had at least half a 
dozen reported in the last few weeks and 
unfortunately, some people have fallen 
victim, but some have caught on to it and 
not given any money, and we did end up 
arresting one person."

Emergency scams, including variations 
called "grandparent scams," use urgency 
and the manipulation of emotions to ex-
tort money from victims. In these scams, 
fraudsters cold call seniors, on landline 
phones, claiming to be a grandchild, 
family member, law enforcement officer 
or lawyer calling on behalf of their loved 
one. The perpetrators will often say there 
is a gag order, and the victim speaks of it, 
they will get in trouble with the law. Cote 
says the next step is to say an officer will 
come and pick up the money. "Police will 
make phone calls to say, hey, I've got so 
and so in custody, and we are looking 
for somebody to come to court and act 
as a surety. That is not the police asking 
someone to give thousands of dollars to 
get them out of jail," adds Cote.

She says her number one tip is pretty 
simple. Don't give someone a chance to 
scam you. "Just simply hang up when 
you get a call like this. Then contact your 
family members to verify. Is Johnny ac-
tually in jail? Then take some time be-
cause they are being quite slick about 
it by calling at the early hours of the 
morning." Cote adds it's also important 
to not offer any personal information to 

someone you don't know. "When they 
say they have your grandson in custody, 
ask them which one; don't give them a 
name. Challenge them by asking them a 
question or two." She says in the bigger 
picture, this particular scam is happen-
ing everywhere, and she recommends 
people talk to their elderly family mem-
bers and friends to let them know it's out 
there.      

The fraudsters isolate the victims by in-
forming them that there is a court-im-
posed gag order, and they're forbidden 
from discussing the matter. The victims 
are directed to attend their financial 
institution to withdraw the request-
ed amount in cash. They will then send 
someone to pick it up from the victim's 
home or have the victim send the mon-
ey via courier services. There have also 
been reports of victims paying with 
cryptocurrency.

If you fall victim to a fraud or know 
someone who has, contact your local po-
lice service to report the crime and also 
report it to the CAFC at 1-888-495-8501 
or online on the Fraud Reporting System, 
even if a financial loss did not occur.

Local OPP and Other Organizations Hoping to Raise 
Awareness about 'Grandparent Scams'
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40 
YEARS

Empire, Idared, Golden Delicious, Ambrosia, 
Gala and Russet. Also cider, fresh local 

produce, honey, jams and preserves 
California Navel Oranges and Florida Red Grapefruit

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

By Veronica Reiner

A Wilmot Township man was officially recognized on 
Friday, January 13th at the Kitchener Memorial Auditorium 
(the Aud) for his 2000th Ontario Hockey League (OHL) 
game as a trainer.

Dan Lebold, a Stratford native and Lisbon resident, has 
been training the Kitchener Rangers for 27 years.

“The recognition in front of a crowd was unbelievable and 
very humbling,” said Lebold, adding that he received a 
flood of texts, emails and Tweets from past players, former 
staff and peers wishing him well.

“I think what makes it enjoyable is the people that you 
meet, and the relationships you have along the way.”

Dan credited his family and support system for his lon-
gevity, including his wife Maryanne, and their sons Derek, 
Justin and Brett.

Dan has proudly represented the Rangers many times with 
Hockey Canada, including being a part of the training staff 
for the IIHF World Junior Hockey Championship squad 
that won gold in Geneva in 1997. He was a part of training 
staff in back-to-back silver medal wins with Canada’s na-
tional junior teams in 2010 and 2011. 

His interest in hockey began while he was growing up, and 
he used to watch the Stratford Cullitons Junior B hockey 
team (now the Warriors) games. Dan went to junior college 
in the United States, then transferred to Wilfrid Laurier 
University, studying physical education and biology. “I 
worked with the varsity team in Laurier for about three 
years in the late 1980s, with my eye on the OHL,” he said.

He officially got started in the OHL in 1992, after a friend 
from Stratford put him in touch with the general manager 
from the Sudbury Wolves.

One experience that stood out to him over the years was 
in 1996, when the current Chief Operating Officer of the 
Kitchener Rangers, Joe Birch, became a draft pick of the 
Rangers. “I saw him come in as a 16-year-old, and now he’s 

taken on the role of COO of the Rangers. So now he’s my 
boss,” said Lebold. “It’s a little ironic how that worked out.”

Dan has watched the industry transform over the decades, 
including the integration of technology, such as cell phones 
and wi-fi into daily life. “When I started, there were no $200 
graphite sticks - it was wood sticks. There was a left and 
right and about two different patterns for options,” he said.

The industry, from a manufacturer’s standpoint, has 
changed, he added. “You used to have to take your skates 
off to sharpen them, and now you can just interchange the 
blades. It’s kind of like a race car - you run it into the pit 
stop, where we can quickly change the blades, and out they 
go. You don’t even have to take a skate off to sharpen it 
anymore.”

From a health and safety perspective, things have drasti-
cally changed. Initially, when Dan started, he said the tool 
to assess an injury was an x-ray. Now, the team has access 
to an ultrasound, CT scan (computed tomography), MRI 

(magnetic resonance imaging), and all kinds of potential 
imaging that can be done now for players.

The organization itself has grown significantly. “We’ve gone 
from having two coaches and one trainer - to having three 
or four coaches, a general manager, an assistant general 
manager, an equipment manager, and an athletic therapist,” 
said Dan. “Our hockey operations staff have probably dou-
bled - and some may have tripled.”

His role has also evolved over the years. When Dan first 
started, he was responsible for both equipment and med-
ical services for the team, such as taking care of injuries 
and pre-ice stretching. The organization has since hired an 
athletic therapist to cover the medical part of the job, so 
Dan focuses now on the equipment side.

Part of his career as a trainer is ensuring skates are sharp-
ened and ready to go for practice each morning, making 
sure the bench is set up, the laundry is clean from the night 
before, and practice jerseys are out. During practice, Dan 
will watch, troubleshoot, and make any necessary sugges-
tions to players.

During the week, it’s important to make sure that all neces-
sary equipment is in stock, such as tapes, sticks and laces. 
When the Rangers play away games, Dan ensures every-
thing is prepared to go out on the road.

“In season, from September through to April or so, it’s a 
seven-day-a-week job pretty much,” said Dan. “Even when 
the players get days off, that’s just the day that we can come 
in, recharge and get everything reset for next week.”

Dan said that while he has had opportunities to advance 
throughout his career, he has been happy to work for the 
Kitchener Rangers. “I work for a very well respected orga-
nization,” he said. “So despite the fact that I’ve had oppor-
tunities early on in my career to move on, I’ve decided that 
this was my destination. Hence 27 years later.”

“When you get to the numbers that we’re at, people ask 
me, ‘How much longer do you think you’ll go?’” said Dan. 
“I just say, ‘I’ll keep going as long as the keys still fit in the 
door - there’s gas in the tank yet.’ We’ll just keep it going, 
as long as they’ll have me and as long as it works. It’s been 
a great run.”

Wilmot Township man honoured for 2,000 games with 
the OHL

Lisbon resident Dan Lebold was recognized for 2,000 games 
with the OHL. 
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING CLERK
We are a mid-sized, well established general contractor/construction company looking to hire an Bookkeeper/
Accounting Clerk  that is a detail-oriented, an enthusiastic individual to help us manage our books.  Respon-
sibilities include:  data entry, MS Office (Word/Excel-intermediate/advanced) required, you will be the first 
point of contact, assist in all accounting functions.  
Our company is fast-paced, yet a comfortable family-style environment. This position will be in office, remote 
working when weather or other circumstances arise that a remote day may be needed. If you are a confident 
multi-tasker who thrives in a fast-paced, growth-focused environment, then this job would be a good fit for 
you.
Accuracy, confidentiality, and excellent organizational skills are essential qualifications for this position. The 
successful candidate will excel at customer relations and be able to communicate clearly with the team and 
customers.
Responsibilities
 • Provide accounting/bookkeeping functions/services with accounting department
 • Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable (invoicing and collection)
 • Posting and entering data accurately
 • Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records
 • Prepare bank deposits, general ledger postings, statements and bank reconciliation
 • Reconcile accounts in a timely manner
 • Daily posting of key data of financial transactions in database
 • Provide assistance and support to company personnel
 • Reconcile/validate, track and restore accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies
 • Inform management and compile reports/summaries on activity in all areas of accounting
 • Other administration tasks that will arise from time to time/reception
 • Regularly update job-related knowledge
Requirements
 • Proven accounting experience, preferably as an Accounts Receivable or 
   Accounts Payable/bookkeeper position
 • Familiarity with bookkeeping and GAAP accounting principles/procedures
 • Competency in MS Office, databases and JONAS
 • Hands-on experience with spreadsheets (intermediate/advanced)
 • Accuracy and attention to detail
 • Possess analytical thinking/skills
 • Ability to perform filing and record keeping tasks
 • Data entry and word processing skills, well versed in English language (written/verbal)
 • Well organized and fast learner
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary degree/diploma, accounting or adjacent field
 • 3 years of experience is preferred, general contracting experience is a definite asset
 • Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) is an asset or equivalent
 • Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication skills (written & verbal)
 • Ability to work independently
 • Intermediate/advanced Excel experience (Adobe, Microsoft Outlook, Word/Excel experience)

Please send your resume to employment@nithvalley.com
We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only.

By Stewart Grant

Having purchased long-time local wine-
making business “The Whining Tree” 
on April 1, 2021, New Hamburg’s Randy 
Haffner figured that people wouldn’t lose 
their taste for affordable, great tasting wine, 
even during the midst of the pandemic.

His entrepreneurial decision has proved to 
be a good one, and thanks to the support 
of his loyal clients, Haffner was able to re-
cently move to more spacious premises at 
209 Arnold Street in New Hamburg.

After a busy few weeks of doing renovating 
and cleaning at the new space while mov-
ing over equipment from his former Hincks 
Street location, Randy opened for business 
on Arnold Street on January 3, 2023.

Many will remember this location as the 
former home of “Grape Results Winery”, so 
when the space became available it was a 
natural fit for Randy to consider.

“Just getting over here made physical 
sense for me to do the work (the new lo-
cation is equipped with hoists that miti-
gate any heavy lifting of the wine for staff), 
and it’s a little more room,” Haffner said, 
noting that the new location has capacity 
for around 200 wines at any given time 
while the old location topped out at around 
140 wines concurrently. He’s hoping that 
the increased traffic and visibility along 
Arnold Street, as well as adding customers 
who may have worked with Grape Results 
previously, will help generate the extra 

business to fill the space.

I asked Randy about the popularity of wine 
making and he said that his customers re-
ally appreciate both the personalized ser-
vice and the excellent value.

“Our goal is to help you make the best se-
lection from our 72 wine flavours and sup-
port you with the best customer service 
from start to finish,” he said.

From a cost perspective, his wines range in 
price (for 30 bottles) from $160 up to $270 
for a top, eight-week-aged wine. “I tell peo-
ple when they look at that ($270) price, I 
say don’t think about the big number, think 
about the cost per bottle, which is just $9. 
Just try and go to the liquor store and find a 
top-notch $9 bottle of wine. You can’t.”

For those who are unfamiliar with the pro-
cess, after placing your order and getting 
the fermentation process going, Randy 
takes care of everything in between until 
it is time to bottle. “When people are ready 
to come and get their wine, they come with 
their 30 bottles, or they buy 30 bottles from 
here, then we work with them as they wash 
the bottles, fill them up, cork them, and 
take them home,” he told the Gazette.

To order your next batch of wine, call The 
Whining Tree at 519-662-4111 or visit the 
new location at 209 Arnold Street in New 
Hamburg. For more information, visit their 
Facebook page or their website at www.
thewhiningtreeinc.ca.

The Whining Tree getting grape results at new location

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS HESPELER SHAMROCKS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Feb 10th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Pictured above is owner Randy Haffner outside The Whining Tree’s new location at 209 Ar-
nold Street in New Hamburg (Stewart Grant photo)
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

One of coldest days of the year did not de-
ter many citizens from attending a pop-up 
rally at the Dumfries Conservation Area 
on Sunday, February 5, including members 
of local community grassroots groups such 
as the Wilmot/Wellesley based Nith Valley 
Ecoboosters Grand River Environmental 
Network, the Greenbelt West Coalition, 
Save Ontario Wetlands, the Wellington 
Water Watchers, APT Environment, 50x30 
Waterloo Region, and local neighbour-
hood associations from across the Grand 
River Watershed.

Marking World Wetlands Day, the con-
cerned citizens braved the elements to ex-
press their opposition to and anger with 
the provincial government’s dismantling 
of conservation authorities and the re-
moval of many wetland protections.

Participants also expressed serious con-
cerns about recent provincial government 
actions including Bill 23, Bill 39, provincial 
government attacks on the Greenbelt, and 
the dismantling of Regional Planning to a 
chorus of supportive honking and cheer-
ing from hundreds of passing motorists.

Mike Marcolongo of the Greenbelt West 
Coalition told the crowd that “the Dumfries 
Conservation Area was donated to the 
Grand River Conservation Authority and 
community by the late Percy R. Hilborn, as 
an ecological treasure for future genera-
tions to enjoy.  Under Schedule 2 of Bill 23, 
Conservation Authorities may be forced 
by the provincial government to sell off 
wetlands and natural areas such as these 
for urban development.”

“The fight is not over,” Mike Schreiner, 
the Leader of the Green Party of Ontario, 
told the crowd.  “The Premier and his 
housing minister have explicitly prom-
ised not to open the Greenbelt to devel-
opment.  We have to force the Premier to 
keep his promise.”  To loud cheers and ap-
plause, Schreiner spoke of the importance 
of wetlands and the short-sightedness of 
Doug Ford’s Conservative government in 
forcing the development of natural areas 
rather than building more sustainably and 
more affordably within our existing com-
munities as citizens are demanding in our 
climate emergency.

“We are very concerned about the ongo-
ing actions by the provincial government 

pandering to a handful of developers 
while acting totally against the best public 
interest,” said Colleen Cooper, one of the 
rally organizers.

“The decimation of the Grand River 
Conservation Authority and other con-
servation authorities will have negative 
consequences that will be felt for genera-
tions.  Wetlands filter drinking water, store 
carbon and pollutants, support threatened 
and endangered species, help to mitigate 
floods, prevent erosion, and provide rec-
reational areas that contribute to commu-
nity well-being.  We have lost 72 per cent 
of our wetlands over the last 50 years and 
they are disappearing three times faster 
than forests.”

The Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA) is the oldest water management 
agency in Canada. Since its inception in 
1932, the GRCA has stewarded the Grand 
River Watershed that almost one million 
people depend on for all of their water 
needs - living entirely within the carrying 
capacity of our watershed.  Distributing 
the GRCA’s responsibilities among the 
numerous area municipalities as Bill 
23 now requires will result in a lack of 

coordination and consideration of the wa-
tershed as a whole.

Kevin Thomason of the Grand River 
Environmental Network, told the rally “it 
is fantastic to see such an incredible turn-
out of people from across our community 
willing to stand out on one of the coldest 
days of year speaking up for these essen-
tial wetlands and the better future that we 
want to see.

“We need to send a strong message to the 
provincial government that this is not ac-
ceptable - Bill 23 needs to be repealed, 
and our regional planning must be left 
intact as unanimously approved by our 
local communities - not overridden by a 
distant Minister against our wishes and 
threatening the groundwater on which we 
depend.”

Rally participants marched along Hespeler 
Road with placards and signs contain-
ing the following messages: Stop Bill 23, 
Doug Ford Keep Your Greenbelt Promise, 
Protect Our Water, Stick with the Plan – 
Our Regional Official Plan and Wetlands 
– Here Today, Gone Tomorrow.

Citizens rally in support of conservation authorities 
and wetlands

Many people came out to a pop-up protest against recent provincial government actions, 
including Bill 23 and Bill 39, at the Dumfries Conservation Area on Sunday, February 5. 
(Photo credit: Kevin Thomason)

Rally participants held up signs containing the following messages: We Need Our Wetlands, 
Save our Greenbelts & Conservation Authorities, Wetlands - Here Today, Gone Tomorrow. 
Protect Our Water, and more. (Photo credit: Kevin Thomason)

Some groups that attended included Nith Valley Ecoboosters, APT Environment, 50x30 Wa-
terloo Region, Grand River Environmental Network, Save Ontario Wetlands, the Wellington 
Water Watches and the Greenbelt West Coalition. (Photo credit: Laura New)

Rally participants marched along Hespeler Road in Cambridge to raise awareness on the 
issue on Sunday, February 5. (Photo credit: Kevin Thomason)
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Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Sportage2023 Kia Seltos 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

In May 2022, a four part movie was shot 
around the Puddicombe House, the wa-
terlot, and downtown New Hamburg. 
The Love Club episodes will be featured 
on the Women’s Network starting Friday, 
February 10 at 8 p.m.

The plot is described by the network: “At a 
New Year’s Eve college party, four women, 
each dealing with their own dating deba-
cle, take a vow as the clock counts down 
to call on one another if they are ever in 
romantic crisis again, a vow that has them 

resurrecting their “Love Club” ten years 
later as each of them search for their 
unique happily ever after.”

The first episode is called The Love Club: 
Nicole, while the second episode The Love 
Club: Sydney will air on Friday, February 
17, The Love Club: Lauren on February 24, 
and The Love Club: Tara on March 3.

According to IMDb, the film stars Brittany 
Bristow, Marcus Rosner, Lily Gao, Camille 
Stopps, Chanel Riley, David Pinard, Derick 
Agyemang, Alex Woods and Tyler Muree.

Love Club members cheers in the Women’s Network trailer, clockwise from left: Sydney 
(Lily Gao), Tara (Camille Stopps), Nicole (Brittany Bristow) and Lauren (Chantel Riley). (Pho-
to credit: W Network)

Four part film shot in 
New Hamburg now airing

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A 44-year-old man was arrested and 
charged after allegedly making threats 
toward Kitchener Conestoga Member of 
Parliament (MP) Tim Louis.

On February 2, the office of Louis contact-
ed the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) about online threats made 
against him. As a result of the investiga-
tion, police located and arrested the sus-
pect the next day. A 44-year-old Woolwich 

township man was charged with “uttering 
threats to cause death.”

“My office staff and I remain commit-
ted to serving constituents in Kitchener-
Conestoga,” said Louis in a statement 
posted to social media. “As this matter is 
before the courts, I will not be making any 
further comments at this time.”

The accused is scheduled to appear in 
court on March 20.

Police charge Woolwich 
township man in 
connection threats 
made against Kitchener - 
Conestoga MP
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Sister Elizabeth Anne Keffer
October 8, 1942 – February 1, 
2023

Sister Anne’s faith in a loving 
and compassionate God, and 
her identity as a Lutheran 
deaconess in ministry, meant 
everything to her. She was a 
relentless supporter of diaco-
nal ministry in Canada, and a 
strong voice from within the 
church witnessing to the in-
tegrity of this special rostered 
ministry.

Sr. Anne has served in a variety of ministries in 
Ontario, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan and Chicago. 
She directed the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism in 
Saskatoon before she was called by the Deaconess 
Community (both the USA and Canada) to be its direct-
ing deaconess.

Sr. Anne had decades of experience in spiritual di-
rection and Christian education. She held an M.Ed in 
Counselling from the University of Western Ontario 
and completed a nine month residency in Spiritual 
Direction at Loyola Retreat Centre, Guelph which 
“changed my life”.

Sr. Anne graduated with a Doctor of Ministry in 
Spiritual Direction from the Graduate Theological 
Foundation, Indiana. And yet, when anyone tried to call 
her Dr. Keffer she would laugh and remind them that 
the name closest to her heart was “Sister Anne.”

Sr. Anne loved God and she loved people. Her pas-
sion was to accompany groups, or individuals, on their 
unique paths of spiritual growth, always using humour 
for community building and deepening one’s relation-
ship with God.

Sr. Anne was a strong advocate for the integrity of rela-
tionships between First Nations and settler communi-
ties. She especially valued the Healing Circle of women. 
Towards the end of her life she came to understand 
that her next Healing Circle would be with her Creator.

Among her many passions, Sr. Anne loved to garden, 
walk, do Tai Chi, play bridge and sing in Inshallah, 
Waterloo’s global music choir. Up to the end of her life 
she could be found sitting in the sun with her latest 
book interest. Especially beloved by Sr. Anne was her 
Yorkshire terrier, Libby.

Family was very important to Sr. Anne: parents Rev. 
Norman and Irene Keffer (deceased); sister Millie 
(Stuart, deceased) Rhem; nieces Susan Rhem, Kathy 
(Michael) Faragalli, Carol (Rob) Chester, and Norman 
(Nancy) Rhem. She showered love on her grand-
nieces and nephews: Joe Faragalli, Phillip Faragalli, 
Theresa Konan, Laura Faragalli, Jessica O’Donoghue, 
Bryan Chester; and on her nine great-great nieces and 
nephews.

Sr. Anne Keffer was anointed with oil and the baptis-
mal promise that death does not have the last word on 
February 1, 2023. At the time of her death, she was em-
braced by people who loved her.

A service of thanksgiving for the life of Sr. Anne Keffer 
was held at Trinity Lutheran Church in New Hamburg 
on Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 11:00 am. The service 
was live-streamed at https://www.facebook.com/Trinity.
New.Hamburg/live_videos/. In memory of Sr. Anne’s 
life donations can be made to Trinity Lutheran Church, 
New Hamburg directly, or on their website (www.
telc.ca), or through Mark Jutzi Funeral Home website 
(www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca).

Funeral arrangements entrusted to the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

Lord, now let your servant go in peace. May light per-
petual shine upon her.

OBITUARY
BALL, Dorothy Margaret

Passed away peacefully at 
University Hospital, sur-
rounded by the love of her 
family, on Thursday, February 
2, 2023 in her 87th year. 
Reunited with her dearly 
loved husband Lloyd Ball 
(2021), with whom she shared 
64 wonderful years. 

Loving mother of Richard 
Ball (2015), Janice (Mark) 
Kirwin, Sheila (Peter) 
Johnson, and Bradley 

(Joanne) Ball. Treasured grandmother of Michelle (Jon) 
Hutcheson, Leanne Ball (Bob), Greg (Ashley) Ball, 
Matthew (Catharine) Kirwin, Susan Kirwin (Faiez), 
Vince (Danielle) Kirwin, Allison (Dan) Augello, Patrick 
Loosley, Mitchell Ball (Jenah), Carly Ball and Brianna 
Ball (Eli). Step grandmother of Jeremy Johnson (Kyla), 
James Johnson, Joel (Linda) Johnson. Great grand-
mother “GG” of eighteen.

Dear sister of John (Dianne) Schultz and sister-in-law 
of Margaret Ball. Predeceased by sisters-in-law Marie 
Schultz, and Helen (Harold) Ulch, and brothers-in-
law Gerald (Margaret) Ball, Allan (Barbara) Ball, and 
Watson Ball. Fondly remembered by many nieces, 
nephews and extended family and friends. 

We will miss Mom’s smile and laughter, the quiet 
strength, the deep and unfailing pride for family, and 
the amazing creative talents that we relied on so often. 
We will treasure our memories of her forever. 

A private family service was held at McBeath-Dynes 
Funeral Home on Tuesday, February 7, 2023 with in-
terment later. Donations in Dorothy’s memory may 
be made to the Kidney Foundation or Knox United 
Church, Embro.  Personal condolences may be sent to 
www.mcbeathdynes.ca.

OBITUARY

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant 
to join our New Hamburg team.

Responsibilities and Qualities would include: 
• TICO Certified 
• Knowledgeable in planning and booking worldwide  
  leisure travel 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
• Ability to multitask in a busy office environment 
• Strong customer service and organization skills

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 
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Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

February 9: Happy birthday to 
Breana Blum (16) and Kelsey 
Ramseyer.

February 10: Happy birthday to 
Emma Gear (12).

February 11: Happy birthday 
to Natalie Marucci (9), Lauryn 
Marucci (9), and Ray Ramseyer 
(82).

February 12: Happy birthday to 
Jacob Crowley (17).

February 13: Happy birthday to 
Simeon Hulcoop (4) Margot Ga-
bereau (1)

February 14: Happy birthday to 
Rob McLeod, and anniversaries 

for Leah and Jarod Adams (5th) 
and Scott and Katie Hamilton 
(8th).

February 15: Happy birthday to 
Ryder Brenneman (15), Joshua 
Wettlaufer (20), Caitlyn Burch-
atzki (23), and Karen Wirth.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family 
have a special day coming up? 
Let us know at tavistockgazette@
rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.
com to appear in our Birthdays 
and Anniversaries listing or to 
arrange for a special announce-
ment ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) What country did “Men Without Hats” come from? 

2) What was the name of the party dog that was 
Budweiser’s mascot in the late 80’s? 

3) In what year did the Berlin Wall fall? 

4) “Live Aid” was to benefit what starving country? 

5) Who shot John Lennon in 1980? 

6) What made the Gremlins in the movie “Gremlins” 
to become evil? 

7) What made the crew sick in the movie “Airplane”? 

8) What would you mix with sparkling white wine to 
make a Mimosa? 

9) In the movie “Aliens”, what was Newt's real 
name? 

10) In “St. Elmo’s Fire” what city does Billy go to at 
the end?

Answers found on page 22

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

January 31 - February 7, 2018 Edition (5 
years ago)

With the PJHL regular season coming to 
an end, the league announced Doherty di-
vision award winners which included Tav-
istock Braves’ captain Jared Yantzi (named 
Top Defenseman) and Braves’ head coach 
Dan Kalbfleisch (named Coach of the Year). 
In addition, Braves’ player Josh Borys and 
goaltender Jensen van Boekel were rec-
ognized as top league performers for the 
months of November and December, re-
spectively.

Canadian Olympics gold medalists Scott 
Moir and Tessa Virtue were in Tavistock last 
October to film a Cheerios commercial for 
the “Be The Cheer” campaign that will air 
during the upcoming Olympic Games.

January 30 – February 6, 2008 Edition (15 
years ago)

Tavistock Minor Ball Association is proud 
to have received a $75,000 grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation as they an-
nounced this week to place energy efficient 
lighting at their playing field at Queen’s 
Park. Oxford MPP Ernie Hardeman said, “I 
want to commend all the parents and vol-
unteers that work so hard to make Tavistock 

Minor Ball a success and I hope this OTF 
grant to improve the outdoor lighting will 
help make baseball in Tavistock even bet-
ter.”

Probably the most renowned all-time Ta-
vistock sports champion, yet unknown to 
many current residents, is the “The Eel”. 
This famous pacing stallion was owned by 
F.W. Entricken of the 15th Line of East Zor-
ra. He was considered the World Champion 
Pacer in 1908 with a track time of 2:02.25. 
“In 45 races, The Eel was never back of 
third money, and only five and one half 
times back of second,” according to Fact & 
Fantasy. He won 94 of 152 heats and was 
never once distanced, drawn or ruled out. 
The only race The Eel lost was a ten-mile 
race at the Woodstock Fairgrounds when he 
was run against the famous native mara-
thoner Tom Longboat.

Doug Wiffen has been in the farm equip-
ment business for the past forty-five years, 
all but three years in Tavistock. Doug and 
wife Diane have sold Tavistock Farm Equip-
ment Supply Ltd. As of February 1, 2008. 
The company has been purchased by Great 
Lakes New Holland.

February 4-11, 1998 Edition (25 years ago)

Chris and Jeff Schultz of Tavistock will take 
off with a $2,500 Sunquest Vacations pack-
age sometime this year after winning the 
grand prize in Saturday night’s Elimination 
Draw Dinner and Dance sponsored by the 
Tavistock Agricultural Society.

Following the late January ice storm in East-
ern Ontario, newspapers in Ottawa have 
been requesting people to write in express-
ing gratitude to those who helped during 
the emergency. Diane Orlicky of Eastern 
Ontario wrote to the Tavistock Gazette to 
publicly thank Sommers Motor Generator 
Sales Ltd. “All the people who work there 
are to be commended for their great effort 
to help people during the Ice Storm. Thank 
you Ken, Ed and all the staff.”

January 31 – February 7, 1973 Edition (50 
years ago)

Although there are no parking meters in 
Tavistock, there is still the problem of find-
ing a parking spot for the shoppers in the 
core area. Many people are concerned when 
unable to find room to park to make pur-
chases at the different stores. The council 
will have to take steps to enforce the two 
hour parking ban in order to alleviate the 
problem.

The members of the Tavistock Medical 
Group were very busy over the weekend, 
moving to their new Family Health Centre 
at 80 Maria Street, opposite the Tavistock 
Public School. The new 5,700 square ft. 
building has 16 examining rooms as well as 
a combined board room and library, a staff 
lounge, a room with a one-way glass for 
teaching purposes, a bedroom for a medical 
student and rooms for accounting, records 
and the business manager.

The Old Gazettes
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Breakfast 4-H Club holds third meeting

By Dougie McLeod

On Tuesday, January 31, the Hickson 
4-H Club held the third meeting of their 
breakfast project over Zoom. The roll call 
question was, 'how do you take your eggs?' 
After that, we started our first recipe, ma-
ple granola. We then made waffles using a 
waffle iron, our second recipe. Both reci-
pes received great reviews. One thing that 
we discussed was the upcoming Jakeman's 
pancake fundraiser. In this fundraiser, the 
club runs Jakeman's pancake house, and 
all the proceeds go toward supporting the 
club. Hickson will be running the house 

on March 5, 12, and 15, and other clubs 
will be running other dates. The members 
are looking forward to the next meeting 
on February 14, and would like to thank 
leaders Shonna, Jane and Marilyn, along 
with youth leaders Erin and Jade, for run-
ning this club for us.

Breakfast 4-H Club holds second meeting

By Grace Piper

On January 24, the Hickson 4-H breakfast 
club had their second meeting. The meet-
ing started with the 4-H pledge and the 
news report by Janessa as well as the sec-
retary report from Grace. Next, it was time 

for the roll call, which was what we eat on 
weekends for breakfast. Next, youth lead-
er Jade showed us how to make quick and 
easy cinnamon buns as we followed along. 
Then, youth leader Erin taught us how 
to make eggs Benedict as we tried it our-
selves. Afterward, it was time to taste our 
food. Lastly, the meeting was adjourned, 
and Shonna reminded all of us to clean up 
the kitchen.

Breakfast 4-H Club holds first meeting

By Janessa Weber

On Tuesday, January 17, we had our first 
meeting of the Breakfast 4-H club led by 

leaders Shonna, Jane, and Marilyn. The 
meeting started with the 4-H pledge and 
then led in to roll call. The roll call ques-
tion was, what do you eat for breakfast on 
weekdays? We then picked the news re-
porter and secretary for the meeting. After 
that, we were introduced to the youth 
leaders of the club, Jade and Erin. Jade 
started us off by making breakfast egg 
muffins. Once that was done Erin showed 
us how to make a peach oatmeal smoothie. 
I have to say both recipes were simple and 
quite delicious. We finished the meeting 
off with a discussion about the importance 
of breakfast nutrition. Our next meeting is 
going to be held on Tuesday, January 24.

Oxford 4-H Club update

COMMUNITY —

Police charge Stratford driver

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) charged 
a Stratford driver after they were allegedly found speeding 
65 kilometres per hour (km/h) over the limit in Perth East 
Township on January 29.

At about 10:34 p.m., police stopped a vehicle on Line 34 in 
Perth East, after it was found to be travelling 145 km/h in 
an 80 km/h limit zone.

As a result, a 26-year-old of Stratford has been charged with 
“drive motor vehicle - perform stunt - excessive speed.”

Police initiated a 30-day driving suspension and 14 day ve-
hicle impoundment. The accused is scheduled to appear at 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a later date to 
answer to the charges.

Anyone with information about this or any incident should 
immediately contact Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 
Those who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an anonymous online mes-
sage at www.hpcrimestoppers.com.

Tavistock resident injured after single vehicle collision

A Tavistock resident sustained minor injuries and is facing 

a charge after a single vehicle collision in Perth East on 
January 28.

Just before 11 a.m., the Perth County OPP responded to a 
single vehicle collision on Perth Line 107. The police inves-
tigation indicated that the vehicle was travelling too fast for 
road conditions, lost control and collided with a tree. The 
driver was transported to a local hospital with minor inju-
ries.

As a result, a 22-year-old Tavistock resident was charged 
with “careless driving,” and issued a Provincial Notice for 
the offence.

Break and enter at Perth East business

The Perth County OPP are investigating a break and enter 
at a Line 34, Perth East address as of January 29.

At about 10:16 p.m., police responded to an alarm at the 
address. Four suspects arrived in a black Jeep. Once police 
arrived, it was determined that an unknown person(s) at-
tended the address and forced entry into the building. Once 
inside, the suspects left with a large quantity of tools, sever-
al BB guns and Pellet guns.

Those with information should contact the Perth County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Those who wish to remain anon-
ymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave 
an anonymous online message at www.p3tips.com.

Theft in Wilmot

A vehicle theft took place in Wilmot sometime between Jan-
uary 26 at about 4:30 p.m., and January 27 at around 3 a.m.

An unknown suspect(s) gained entry to a parked vehicle on 
Bier Crescent in Wilmot Township. Personal property was 
taken.

School bus drives into ditch in Wellesley Township

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) received a 
report of a school bus into a ditch in the area of Ament Line 
and Empey Road in Wellesley Township on January 17.

The driver of a school bus lost control on icy roads and en-
tered the ditch. There were 20 children on board the bus 
at the time of the incident and no physical injuries were 
reported.

No charges were laid.

Single vehicle collision in Wilmot

The WRPS received a report of a single vehicle collision 
on Erb’s Road in Wilmot Township on January 13 at about 
7:40 a.m.

The driver of the motor vehicle left the roadway and be-
came stuck in a field. Roads were snow covered and slip-
pery at the time of collision.

The driver was transported to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. No charges were laid.

NEWS BRIEFS

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional District School 
Board (WRDSB) psychology staff are of-
fering a number of lunch and learn ses-
sions for WRDSB parents, caregivers and 
family members.

The webinars, scheduled over the lunch 
hour on Wednesdays, aim to equip parents 
with useful tips and information to assist 
them in supporting their child.

“February is Psychology Month, so we are 
especially pleased to offer these new ses-
sions for parents and caregivers,” wrote 
the WRDSB in a blog post.

All Zoom links are available on the 
WRDSB blog post found at this link: 
www.wrdsb.ca/blog/2023/01/30/february-
lunch-and-learn-sessions-for-parents-
and-caregivers-2/.

The events were scheduled as follows:

Self-Regulation for Parents

When: February 1, from 12:15 p.m. to 
12:45 p.m.

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

Why We Lose It

When: February 15 from 12:15 p.m. to 

12:45 p.m.

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

Helping Your Child Cope

When: February 22 from 12:15 p.m. to 
12:45 p.m.

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

WRDSB hosts lunch and learn webinars for parents 
and caregivers

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wilmot announced that 
Summer Day Camps will run from July 3 
to September 1 for children ages 5 to 12 
at the Wilmot Recreation Complex, 1291 
Nafziger Road in Baden.

Campers will enjoy a full summer of fun 

with swimming, sports, crafts, drama, sci-
ence, games, and outdoor adventures.

Registration is required through www.
wilmot.ca/RecWeb, and limited spots are 
available. Online registration began on 
Tuesday, February 7.

Day camp volunteers, ages 13 to 19, are 

also needed. This is a great opportunity 
for youth to earn volunteer hours while 
developing their leadership skills under 
the guidance of dedicated and experi-
enced staff.    The volunteers help camp 
leaders with playing games, assisting with 
crafts and instructing activities during 
camp. They are given a chance to create an 

activity plan and lead one activity during 
the week with the help of camp leaders.

For complete camp information, including 
dates, fees, registration, volunteer details, 
and more, please visit www.wilmot.ca/
SummerCamps.

Get Ready for Summer Camps in Wilmot
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) is announcing the launch of the 
WRDSB Anonymous Bullying Reporting 
Tool for students.

The tool is available to WRDSB students 
to report safety concerns related to bully-
ing for themselves or on behalf of another 
student. It is not meant to replace school 
supports available, but rather to provide 
another option for students. Students are 
encouraged to continue to reach out to 
their teachers, principal or other school 
staff when in need of assistance.

The Anonymous Bullying Tool is not mon-
itored 24/7 and is not intended to replace 

urgent or emergency services. Any stu-
dent can report occurrences of bullying in 
WRDSB schools.

A button has been added to each school 

website’s front page on the left hand side, 
providing easy access to the tool for all 
WRDSB students. Those who report have 
the option to remain anonymous or pro-
vide contact information when submitting 

a report.

Administrators will be notified when a 
report is submitted by a student at their 
school. Administrators are responsible for 
investigating the report and taking correc-
tive action in response to their findings, if 
required.

If a student chooses to provide their con-
tact information, they can expect to re-
ceive an initial response to their report in 
about two school days.

The tool is not a crisis or emergency ser-
vice. If you or someone you know is in 
immediate danger, call 911, go to your 
nearest hospital, or contact Here 24/7 
(1-844-437-3247).

WRDSB launches anonymous bullying reporting tool
COMMUNITY —

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE 
2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Soul LX IVT

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,514 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Sportage LX

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
13,808 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Sorento LX Premium 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
40,906 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$79,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$66,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Veronica Reiner 

Profiles in Art, a custom picture frame shop in New 
Hamburg, is moving to 73 Hincks Street in April.

This will take the business out of their current location at 
148 Peel Street, where they have been situated for about 
three years. Before that, Profiles in Art was located in 
Wellesley for about 19 years.

Owners Dawn and Gary Malo have been looking for a 
new place to set up shop since September.

“We found something in Kitchener Waterloo, which was 
really nice, but we didn’t want to leave this community 
because we really like it here, and we have a lot of estab-
lished customers,” said Dawn.

“It will be a different configuration,” she said, of the new 
set up. “The nice thing for us is there will be an interior 
door, so it’s going to be warmer.”

She added that the business will not be shut down during 
the move. Throughout March, Dawn and Gary will fo-
cus on moving while working in between. They plan 
to send out postcards to their current customers in the 

community once they are established in the new space to 
inform them of the change.

Another step they plan to take is to update their website 
to display their gallery.

“Business has been really good,” said Dawn. “Last year 
was excellent for us. We’ve pretty much recovered from 
the losses we have dealt with from the pandemic. So we 
bounced back, and we’re feeling confident. This will sim-
ply be another change.”

Profiles in Art has been in the custom framing and 
wholesale industry since 1989, publishing art and greet-
ing cards. In 1996 they began to focus on the funeral 
home industry. Today, they have continued to provide the 
funeral home industry with personal service and gallery 
quality workmanship.

“Our future plan, when we retire, would be to work with 
someone who might be interested in taking over the busi-
ness,” said Dawn. “I would say that in connection with 
how much we enjoy being in this community.”

Profiles in Art is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

New Hamburg based Profiles in 
Art moving to a new location

WARM UP WITH FLANNEL 
SHEETS FOR WINTER!

QUEEN SIZE
REG $34.99 | SALE $29.95

SOFT TEXTURED THOW ASSORTED COLOURS
REG $19.99 | SALE $15.95

Keep those fingers warm with 
Nordic Thinsulate Gloves

REG $9.99 | SALE $7.99

59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON | 519-662-1450

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com
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����������  PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

Get your Hot Beverages here!
We now offer specialty coffee and tea!

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Your Weekly Newspaper Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New 

Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

Pick-Up your FREE copy at many local stores OR have your 
Gazette in your mailbox every week with a subscription.  $49 per 
year (includes tax).  Read online anytime at www.wilmotpost.ca

Call 519-655-2341 or email thewtgazette@gmail.com

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
We’d love to hear from you!

ADVERTISE?
Contact Sharon Leis 519-580-5418 or email 

sharonbleis@gmail.com

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

Profiles in Art, a custom framing shop in New Hamburg, is moving from 148 Peel Street to 73 Hincks Street.
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Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

352 Huron Road Sebringville
Are you tired of your small yard in the city and want to enjoy small town living on a large lot?? 
Or are you a retired farmer looking to move into a town, but do not want a small lot, then this is 
one home you do not want to miss viewing. This lovely 1,543 square foot bungalow offers one 
floor living with 2 bedrooms, a spacious eat in kitchen with sliders to a newer deck and rear 
yard, main floor laundry, attached over size single car garage. The basement offers a 4 pc bath, 
3rd bedroom that is drywalled, room for a large family room, and if you are looking for a home to 
build a granny suite this is it.  This home located on a large 2.5 acre lot is ideal for your own back 
yard oasis,  or whether you are looking to build a shop (with Township approval), or inground 
pool or just want a scenic walk to the creek, this might be just what you have been looking for, a 
quick closing is available. Call today to view. MLS#40373462 $949,900

 3591 Perth Road 107 Tavistock
Are you dreaming of owning a house on a big lot, than this is one home you do not want to miss 
viewing.  Located on a large 99 X 297 foot lot just on the edge of the lovely town of Tavistock, this 
home would make an ideal starter, family or retirement home, or if you are a handy person look-
ing for a project, this might be just want you have been looking for.  This 3 bedroom bungalow 
offers 2 full baths, main floor laundry with a man door to a deck and rear yard, detached single 
car garage with hydro, and plenty or parking for your family and friends.  Immediate possession 
is available, call to view. MLS#40373673 $569,900

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

PLANNING YOUR MOVE - Tired of your current house or need more space, or outgrown your 
current house and you would like to know more information about either buying or selling a 
house, please call Sandra for more information. Sandra Eby, Sales Representative can be reached 
at either Bus: 519-273-4400, Res: 519-655-2548, Cell: 519-272-7676 or mseby@rogers.com

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
Requires A

Recreation Facility Operator

The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is seeking to fi ll a full-time position of

Recreation Facility Operator. This position is responsible for the day-to-day main-
tenance of the arena, municipal halls, pavilions as well as seasonal maintenance 
for parks and trails within the Township.

The preferred candidate will have minimum two years experience including a 
working knowledge of ice making equipment, ice maintenance and grounds 
maintenance. This position will report to the Parks and Recreation Operations 
Supervisor.

Additional information about the position, responsibilities and qualifi cations re-
quired are available from the Township’s website at www.ezt.ca/employment or by 
contacting the Township Offi ce.

To apply, applicants must submit a cover letter and resume, as a single PDF fi le, 
outlining education, qualifi cations and experience. Applications will be received 
until 4:30 pm on Friday February 17th, 2023 and must be sent to hr@ezt.ca.

Jennifer Albrecht
Human Resources/Health & Safety Offi cer 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only candidates to be interviewed will be contacted. Personal 
information collected will be used in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act for the purpose of candidate selection.

The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Accommodations are available for all 
parts of the recruitment process, upon request.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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SPORTS —

Kraft Hockeyville is “hopefully not a dream but reality” if Tavistock area residents come 
together and show lots of support to make it happen later this year. The U8 Titans, pictured, 
are more than enthusiastic about the possibility of seeing an National Hockey League (NHL) 
pre-season game, and also $250,000 in arena upgrades if Tavistock is successful in being 
picked to host this exiting yearly event in 2023.

With the enthusiasm of the Titans to host Kraft Hockeyville, readers of the Gazette are urged 
to go on the internet, search “Kraft Hockeyville” and type in Tavistock for “find my arena," 
then do a number of rally actions. React with emojis to photos and stories, and submit a 
nomination story on the web page or add a note. For enhancements, add photos of the Ta-
vistock arena and share on Twitter using the share button. The more rally points the Tavis-
tock community gets, the closer they will be to hosting Kraft Hockeyville later this year. The 
rally phase closes February 19, and judging happens February 20 to March 11. As committee 
member Jen McKee says, it’s time to get excited and get to work to secure this event.

Charity hockey game in Perth East raises $1,700
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A charity hockey game in Milverton raised 
almost $1,700 in donations for Victim 
Services of Bruce Grey Perth.

On January 29 at about 1:30 p.m., members 

of the Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) faced off against members of 
the Perth County Firefighters in a charity 
hockey game at the Perth East Recreation 
Centre.

The game itself was an exciting crowd 

pleaser with the police officers prevailing 
with a 4-2 score.

The Salvation Army Food Bank also bene-
fitted as a significant amount of non-per-
ishable food items was collected as well.

A public skating event before the game 
also drew in many visitors. The Perth 
County OPP and Perth County Firefighters 
thanked community members and busi-
ness partners who showed their support.

Tavistock aiming to host Kraft Hockeyville

By Veronica Reiner

Rianna Forthuber, a member of the 
Tavistock & District Skating Club, com-
peted at the 2023 Canadian Tire National 
Skating Championships (January 9 to 
January 15) with her Nexxice teammates 
and won the gold medal in the junior syn-
chronized skating event.  

“It was very exciting,” said Rianna, on the 
gold medal win. “We had been working re-
ally hard throughout the whole season for 
that moment. It was also very different be-
cause normally nationals are just synchro 
teams, but this year it was singles, pairs 
and dance, which was very fun to see.”

The event took place in Oshawa and 
was the first time synchronized skating 
has been part of the National Skating 
Championships.

Rianna’s synchronized skating team, 
Nexxice, represents the Burlington 
Skating Club. There are 19 skaters on the 
team, mainly hailing from the Toronto and 
Burlington areas, while one international 
skater is from France.

The team won first place in the junior 
synchronized category out of nine teams, 

obtaining 192.24 points. They were judged 
on their composition, presentation and 
skating skills. Teams competed from 
across Canada, including Quebec, British 
Columbia and Alberta.

She added that her team has been train-
ing for these events all summer. Synchro 
is very much a team effort, added Rianna. 
“Everybody has to be involved and work-
ing towards the same goal, or else it just 
doesn’t work.”

The team is competing internationally, 
representing Canada, in February, first in 
Frankfurt, Poland and then in Milan, Italy. 
They officially left for the trip on Tuesday, 
February 7. The team will then return 
home to prepare for the World Junior 
Synchronized Skating Championships in 
Angers, France March 10 to March 11.

Rianna, who grew up in Shakespeare, has 
been skating for 11 years. She attends 
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School 
in Stratford and is in the 12th grade. She 
started skating in Tavistock before moving 
to the Burlington Skating Club. One of her 
favourite parts of the sport is being part of 
a team and meeting new people. Rianna Forthuber at the Skate Canada National Skating Championships, which took place 

from January 9 to January 15. 

Gold medal for former member of the Tavistock skater
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SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

After dropping game one on home ice 
Saturday by a 5-2 count Tavistock roared 
back with a 3-2 road win in Minto on 
Sunday to even their WOAA AA opening 
round playoff series at a game apiece.

Saturday’s result was never in doubt as the 
81’s jumped out to a 3-1 lead after the open-
ing period and took a 5-1 lead into the third 
frame. Riley Cribbin, a former Elmira Sugar 
King and Listowel Cyclone in the GOJHL, 
led Minto with two goals and four points. 
Collin Hartwick, with an unassisted marker, 
and Deven Kropf scored for Tavistock, with 
Trevor Sauder and Geoff Killing adding as-
sists. The Royals took eight minor penalties 
in the game, something head coach Brad 
Stere says is worrisome. “Our discipline is 
something we have to control. Our guys are 
very pumped for the playoffs this year, and 
sometimes that emotion gets you in the box, 
but I know we will find that right balance 
between intensity and discipline.” He adds 
the team’s play on Sunday after losing the 
night before is encouraging. “I agree it’s 
always tough losing the first game and at 
home. That’s playoff hockey, and you are 
going to have ebbs and flows, but I know 
our team is resilient, and we answered the 
bell on Sunday.”

Game two saw the chippy play continue, 
with the two teams combining for 88 pen-
alty minutes, including fighting majors on 
each side. Stere says they have to play tough 

to win the series. “I’m happy with the phys-
ical presence that our guys are showing as 
that is what we talked about as a team, and 
we need that against Minto as they are very 
skilled.”  

Tavistock was able to win game two de-
spite trailing 2-0 after the opening period. 
Kropf scored the game-winner with just 15 
seconds left in the third period on a set up 
from Matt Zilke and Sauder. Sauder tied the 
game halfway through the third with as-
sists going to Tristan Hohl and Lucas Bast. 
Mike Noyes tallied in the second to pull the 
Royals to within a goal entering the third 
period. Jensen Van Bokel picked up the win 
in net stopping 17 of the 19 shots he faced.

The teams have a three-game weekend 
coming up, with their lone home game on 
Saturday night at 7:30. Stere says they’ll be 
ready. “I am excited about the weekend as I 
think our team is in great shape, and their 
focus will be on hockey for all three days. 
This also brings our depth in perspective 
as we have numerous healthy scratches 
that can give some of the guys a rest on the 
second night if needed.”  

Alumni Night

Saturday will see many former Royals play-
ers attend Alumni Night, including Tyler 
Heimpel and members of the 2007-08 
championship team. There will be photos 
and memorabilia in the Blueline Club for 
fans to look at.  

Royals Split First Two Games of First-Round Playoff Series

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

698 Ontario St., Stratford | 519-271-8100
www.anniesseafood.ca

Home of the Navigator 
Stratford’s flight of fish!

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN STRATFORD
AND 9 YEARS OF GLUTEN FREE!

Valentine’s Day – February 14

Kids Eat Free!

 Irish Sunday 
Dinner

Dinner for Two

Wednesday, February 22

Sunday, March 5

(with purchase of any adult entree)

Corned Beef & Cabbage with mashed 
potatoes and gravy. 
Choice of Trifle or

 Traditional Irish Coffee
$19.99

$60 $67
Starter, Soup/Salad, Main, Dessert Per Couple Gluten FreeGluten Free
4 COURSE HALIBUT DINNER

Jensen Van Boekel and Cam Leslie warm up before a game against Minto.  (Photo credit: 
Kyle Wynette)
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www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!

N.H. INC.
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519-305-1003519-305-1003

126 Downie St, Stratford126 Downie St, Stratford

“PERTH COUNTY’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”“PERTH COUNTY’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”

OPENING SOON!OPENING SOON!

NEW LOCATION IN MITCHELL!NEW LOCATION IN MITCHELL!

SPORTS —
PJHL Standings Status Quo as Season Winds Down
By Lee Griffi

The team rankings remain the same after a quiet week-
end with the top four teams in the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League’s Doherty Division standings staying in 
the same spot.

Tavistock was the only team to play twice and earned a 
split with a 5-1 win in Woodstock on Friday and a 4-1 loss 
in Norwich Sunday. The Braves were led by Stratford na-
tive Kaden Brame who scored once and added two assists 
to push his season totals to 11 goals and 23 points. Ian 
Glendinning and Nathan Yeck added a goal and an assist 
each while Connor Otto and Christian Bergman added a 
goal each. 

In Norwich on Sunday Tavistock was hoping to win 
their second straight against the Merchants but fell 4-1. 
Connor Otto scored the lone Braves goal with assists from 
captain Zach Gladding and Ryan Suljak. The Braves will 
likely finish the regular season in fourth place as they are 
seven points behind Norwich and seven points ahead of 
Woodstock.

Despite the two of a possible four points, Braves General 
Manager Jordan Zehr says he was pleased with the team’s 
performance. “I thought we played well this weekend. 
Friday night was a strong effort. We started the game 
with lots of jump and played a full 60 minutes. Sunday 
afternoon obviously wasn’t the result we are hoping for, I 
thought it was a well-played, fast paced game. They were 
able to take advantage of a couple more chances than we 
were and that was the difference.” 

Zehr adds he isn’t worried about who his first round op-
ponent might be, but rather finishing the regular season 
strong. “At this point our focus needs to be on finishing 
out the remainder of the regular season focusing on get-
ting our game to where it needs to be getting into the 
playoffs. We’ve had some players return from lengthy in-
juries so getting our legs back and building on chemis-
try on the ice is important.” In terms of how the top four 
teams are looking for the playoffs, Zehr says its an open 
field. “I truly believe the parity in this division is as high 
as it’s ever been this year. Obviously New Hamburg and 

Wellesley have had strong seasons with Norwich coming 
on strong after the break as well. I think the playoffs have 
potential to be very exciting as on any given night, any 
team can win this year.”

Firebirds and Applejacks Lose Lone Weekend Games

New Hamburg hosted Norwich on Friday and dropped a 

3-2 overtime decision. Owen Harris scored the winning 
goal at the 4:19 mark of the extra period despite a two 
goal performance from the Firebirds Owen Fischer who 
earned his 19th and 20th goals of the season. 

Wellesley skated into Paris to face the lowly Mounties 
on Saturday and lost 4-2. Connor Doerbecker and Koby 
Seiling scored for the Applejacks. 

Attention Parents, Coaches, Trainers Of Minor Sports Teams

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA QUARTERFINALS

Tavistock Royals vs
Minto 81’s 
Sat., Feb. 1th 2023 
at 7:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

ALUMNI ALUMNI 
NIGHTNIGHT

All player alumni 
receive free entry 

to the game.
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

ALTO

ARIA

BARITONE

BARTOLI

BASS

CADENZA

CALLAS

CARRERAS

CARUSO

COLORATURA

COUNTERTENOR

DIVA

DOMINGO

LANZA

LIBRETTO

MEZZO

NORMAN

OPERA

PAVAROTTI

PRICE

RECITATIVE

SILLS

SOPRANO

SUTHERLAND

TRILL

VIBRATO

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
CHELSEA

Our Pet of the Week is Chelsea 
a beautiful 10-year-old golden 
retriever. Her owner is Kathie 

from Stratford and was pictured at 
Spaws for Paws, a new grooming 

business in Shakespeare.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

It was a long wait for area snowmobilers to hit the local groomed trails in the area. Once 
they were opened, later last week, the roar of the machines could be heard in many of the 
townships in Perth, Waterloo and Oxford counties and beyond.  Many of the trail permit 
holders said the trails were in good shape. They hoped they would last, but could see fu-
ture temperatures in the week ahead to not be in their favour. As one snowmobiler said, the 
weekend could be the best they might see for a while. As of Monday, February 6, all local 
snowmobile trails have been closed because of mild weather and melting snow with rain in 
some area. This results in the fast reduction of snow along the trails in Perth, Waterloo and 
Oxford counties.   (Photo credit: Gary West)

Lots of snowmobile action 
on the weekend on local 
township trails

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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TRAVEL —

It’s not uncommon for travel-
lers to find themselves visiting a 
place that engenders conflicting 
emotions. That can happen, for 
example, when I visit a sumptu-
ous great house or cathedral.

I’m torn between admiring the 
beauty and questioning the ori-
gins of the site – was this place 
built for the pleasure of a few 
wealthy people at the expense 
of a great many poor folk? Are 
there tragic stories hiding just 
behind this fabulous exterior? 
Usually there are.

And I have to admit I had a sim-
ilar feeling when I took a tour of 
the current home of the Canadi-
an Senate in the heart of Ottawa. 
There is no doubt that the build-
ing is impressive but in a country 
where more and more people are 
lining up at food banks, can we 
justify the money spent to run 
the place? Which, by the way, is 
estimated to be $126.7 million in 
the coming fiscal year. That has 
increased by 70% in the past sev-
en years, a ballooning expense 
far in excess of inflation.

That’s the bad news. The good 
news is the Senate really does 
appear to have an important role. 

A pamphlet I picked up during 
my tour suggests, “From its his-
toric role of providing legislative 
oversight and regional balance to 
Canada’s Parliament, the Senate 
has become a strong voice for 
minorities, freedom of expres-
sion and respect for democracy. 
Beholden to Canadians and not 
to government, the Senate ful-
fills critical roles as a chamber 
of sober second thought and as a 
catalyst for action.”

Okay, enough quasi-political dis-
cussion. You’re probably won-
dering what a tour of the Senate 
is like.

The current tour is an entire-
ly different experience than it 
was a few years ago. That’s be-
cause the iconic Centre Block on 
Parliament Hill was closed for 
renovations in December, 2016. 
Everything got moved out. The 
House of Commons, where MPs 
meeting, and the Senate were 
transferred to new, thorough-
ly updated quarters, where they 
will remain until the $3 billion 
(current estimate) renovation is 
completed in 10 years… or so. 
No one will commit to a definite 
completion date.

The Senate was moved down the 
street into the former Ottawa 
Railway Station. And while that 
may sound a bit mundane, it is 
anything but… this was built in 
1856, in the era of Grand Cen-
tral Station in New York, a struc-
ture designed to engender awe 
and admiration. And frankly, the 
soaring architecture does just 
that.

Admission is by free but timed 
tickets. You pass through securi-
ty devices before you are allowed 
in.

You then take a guided tour, 
offered in English or French, 
which includes the Senate cham-
ber, standing committee meeting 
rooms and some other common 
areas.

An effort has been made to trans-
fer its history into this home 
away from home for the Senate. 
One of the odder bits is a pair 
of doors to nowhere. They are 
mounted on a wall but originally 
were the doors into the Senate in 
the Centre Block, saved from the 
disastrous fire of 1916. They bear 
the crests of Canada’s provinces 
and territories, updated to the 
present day.

The Senate Chamber is suit-
ably impressive, although oddly, 
the brochure specifically about 
the Chamber is illustrated with 
a large picture of the Senators’ 
previous quarters. Today the 
Chamber is an intriguing com-
bination of the historical and 
the thoroughly modern – leath-
er chairs and embossed writing 
desks face large screen monitors 
to facilitate hybrid in-person 
and virtual sessions. Thrones 
for “the monarch” (still bearing 
Elizabeth’s initials) and spouse 
sit at one end, opposite a state-
of-the-art communications con-
trol room. A bank of lights that 
remind you of a sports stadium 
hang over galleries where the 
public sits to watch the Senate in 
action – if that is not an oxymo-
ron.

There are 105 seats in the Senate 
but they are not all filled. Odd-
ly, considering the government’s 
insistence that the Senate is “es-
sential”, according to an official 
description, there are 12 empty 
seats. Senators are appointed by 
the Governor General on recom-

mendation of the Prime Minister. 
Who hasn’t recommended any-
one to fill those empty offices, 
more than 10% of the total.

The tour includes a stop in one 
of the standing committee rooms. 
Our guide, who told us that this 
was her first-ever tour, followed 
her script very well, walking us 
through the apparently smooth 
process of getting a bill passed. 
But one member of the tour com-
mented, “You made it sound sim-
ple, but there’s a lot of arguing, 
isn’t there?”

The committee room we stopped 
in was the First Nations Standing 
Committee Room. And there I 
found reasons for hope. Because 
on the walls hang a whole collec-
tion of art by Native Canadians 
including a dramatic portrait of 
Louis Riel, the Métis leader exe-

cuted for treason in 1885 by de-
cision of the federal government, 
but today acknowledged as an 
important leader of Indigenous 
people.

That juxtaposition – Riel hon-
oured in a Senate meeting room 
– felt just right.

Note: This is the 100th consecu-
tive weekly travel feature I have 
written for the newspapers pub-
lished by Stewart Grant. I want 
to thank Stewart for this oppor-
tunity and commend him for his 
commitment to bringing local 
news to all of the communities 
served well by his publications.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

The statues of "The Famous Five" – the women who fought for women's right to vote in 
Canada – stand in front of the temporary home to the Canadian Senate in downtown Ottawa. 
(Photo courtesy Ottawa Tourism)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The contradictions housed in the home of the Senate

By Paul Knowles

The temporary Senate Chamber, housed in the former Ottawa Railway 
Station. (Paul Knowles photo)



21Thursday, February 9, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

OPINION —
REOPENING ONTARIO: The Post-COVID (almost) realities of seniors’ care 

As we look into 2023, we are all 
anticipating the end of COVID 
as we have experienced over 
the last three years – yes, it has 
been three years! What we are 
experiencing in the seniors care 
world is quite familiar to those 
of us who have weathered the 

COVID storm. The new Omi-
cron B variant that is becoming 
the prevalent strain in Ontario 
and across North America is 
highly infectious, transmitted 
in an airborne fashion, and cre-
ating difficult scenarios for all 
of us in the healthcare and so-
cial services world. As an orga-
nization, TCMH has been expe-
riencing a series of COVID out-
breaks over the last few months, 
and it is due to a combination 
of factors – complacency, higher 
degrees of transmission, and a 
desire for a return to the past.

As we look to redevelopment 
across our seniors’ care homes 
at TCMH, we are building on 
the experience of the past few 
years into our designs. It will 
require us to think differently, 

recognize that days of the past 
are just that, and our design 
and planning for the future 
needs to incorporate many ele-
ments of learning that will help 
us provide better, safer care for 
our residents and the commu-
nity in general. Considering all 
of this in our efforts and design 
is key – we have heard from the 
community about their experi-
ences during the pandemic and 
have taken this, along with new 
provincial and federal design 
expectations into account. We 
will be launching the informa-
tion sharing on the new design 
for the expansion of services 
at TCMH to the community in 
2023. It is a stepwise process, 
requires a tremendous amount 
of effort, and in the end, we 

will be creating a design for the 
next 50 years.

Our physical design at TCMH is 
only one step towards a post-
COIVD design in our homes. 
Practices, policies, strategies 
for care, and the inevitable 
shift in care will be required as 
we look at a new demograph-
ic coming into care. We remain 
committed to our foundational 
principles as an organization, 
and look forward to working 
with the entire community as 
we take steps forward in 2023 
towards realizing our dream of 
new, modernized, and forward 
thinking spaces to provide care. 
We thank you all, who have 
stood with us through delays 
caused by the pandemic, but 
as we start a new year, we are 

committed and back on track 
towards our goal of redevel-
opment and expansion of care 
and services across TCMH. Our 
goals are clear, and we are now 
back into full swing on our proj-
ects. Space is but one element 
of our homes, and we have re-
mained steadfast and unwaver-
ing throughout the pandemic in 
our commitment to Making Ev-
ery Day Matter. Please stay safe 
during the waning months of 
the pandemic – it is not yet over, 
but with our combined effort as 
a community, we will get to our 
new normal together.

Steve E. Harrison is the Chief 
Executive Officer of Tri-Coun-
ty Mennonite Homes, a nursing 
home in New Hamburg.

By Steven E. Harrison

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2023
February 11th

Ghost Walks at Castle Kilbride

Starting from 7 p.m. A fully indoor 
and traditional ghost tour. Inside 
surprisingly haunted place while 
surrounded by Victorian beauty and 
art adorned walls. Tickets required 
through www.ghostwalks.com.

February 12th

Optimist Club of Petersburg Drive 
thru Valentine’s Dinner at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 532; 65 
Boullee Street, New Hamburg. Pork 
schnitzel, roasted potatoes, apple 
chutney and lemon, veggies, coleslaw, 
roll, dessert and a treat. Advance 
tickets $25. 50/50 draw $5 each. For 
tickets call Optimist Club 519-465-
1157 or New Hamburg Legion at 
519-662-3770.

February 13th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden 
at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the 
Township of Wilmot YouTube page.

February 15th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meet-
ing

Regular council meeting taking place 
at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in In-
nerkip.

February 19th

Family Day Fun

At the New Hamburg Branch 532 
at 65 Boullee Street. From 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Everyone welcome. Serving 
fries, hamburgers and hot dogs. Fea-
turing a magician, games and face 
painting.

February 20th

Blood Drive

A blood drive is taking place at 
Steinmann Mennonite Church at 
1316 Snyder’s Road West in New 
Hamburg. Registration is available at 
www.blood.ca.

February 20th

Free Family Day Event

Takes place at Hidden Acres Camp at 

1921 37 Line in New Hamburg from 
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Features crafts, 
games, pretzel making, sledding, 
skating and a campfire. Visit www.
hiddenacres.ca for details.

February 20th

Keeping Family Day Free for the 
Community

Takes place at the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex. Free skating available from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free swimming 
available from 1:05 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and 2:35 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sponsored by 
Lambert Group - Remax Twin City 
and CVE Mortgage Group License 
#12659.

February 21st

Pancakes & Sausages Dinner

Sitdown at the Legion Branch New 
Hamburg at 65 Boullee Street from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Pancakes and sausages, 
fruit sauce, syrup and butter, coffee 
and tea. Adults $10, kids $5, at the 
door is $12.

February 22nd

Heritage Day in Wilmot

Celebrating Heritage Day 2023 at the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Lecture on Indigenous 
landscapes by Gary Warrick and 
Tanya Hill-Montour.

February 25th

Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser

The Coldest Night of the Year is a 
winterrific family friendly walk to 
raise money for local charities serv-
ing people experiencing hurt, hunger 
and homelessness. Hosted by the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre. Visit 
www.CNOY.org/wilmot or call 519-
662-2731 to learn more.

February 26th

Wine and Cheese Tasting

From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gourmet 
cheese and wine selection at Puddi-
combe House. Cost is $52.88 per per-
son. Purchase tickets online: https://
www.eventbrite.ca/e/wine-and-
cheese-tickets-483391676517.

February 28th to March 5th

A MidSummer Night’s Dream pre-
sented by the Huron Park Secondary 
School, Woodstock. Evening perfor-
mances 7 p.m. plus matinees March 
4th and 5th at 2 p.m. Advance tickets 
$15 or $20 at the door. For more 
information and tickets visit www.
huronpark.tvdsb.ca.

March 4th

Spring Tree Pruning Workshop

At New Dundee Community Park 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Featuring Let’s 
Tree Wilmot’s certified arborist, Mike 
Yost. Need to prune your tree, but 
don’t want to wreck it? This work-
shop will set you on the right track. 
Go to events at www.wilmothortsoci-
ety.ca to register and learn more.

March 7th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley You-
Tube page.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at

thewtgazette@gmail.com (200 words or less)
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers

1) Canada 
2) Spuds 
McKenzie 
3) 1989 
4) Ethiopia 
5) Mark David 
Chapman 

6) Eating af-
ter midnight 
7) The fish 
8) Orange 
juice
9) Rebecca 
10) New York

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 
CARD AD 

HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Help Wanted
Team player on dairy farm in Tavistock area. 
Feeding, assist in milking, maintenance and general 
work with machinery.  Full time.  Call 226-261-1268

KARATE! IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL 
CLASSES AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate 
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
10 week session $125+HST. Uniform extra
Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

For Sale
3 Large Wooden Chairs for Deck, Patio or Lawn
Asking $50 Each. Call 519-655-2854
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM
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Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN FEB. 11-12 & 25-26!

SPECIAL STOREWIDE PRICING CELEBRATING OUR 17TH YEAR

ALL IN
 STOCK 

RECLIN
IN

G SETS

20 %OFF

ALL IN STOCK 

BEDROOM

25
%

OF
F

ALL IN 
STOCK 

RECLINERS

30 %
OFF


