
By Lee Griffi

Thanks to the immense support from 
the corporate community and resi-
dents, the spray pad will be construct-
ed at Tavistock’s Queen’s Park in 2023. 
Donors have provided $100,000 which 
means East Zorra-Tavistock Township 
will be able to proceed with the next 
steps of the project, including issuing a 
request for proposals (RFP) from inter-
ested builders.

Along with the companies listed on the 
sign at Queen’s Park, the following have 
donated a minimum of $5,000:

- Bennic Tool and Die

- Bluestone Concrete

- Sprucewood Tackshop

- McFarlans Insurance Brokers

- W – S Feed and Supplies Ltd.

The township expects the project to cost 
$250,000, but until the RFP’s have been 
collected and one selected, the final 
price tag is not yet known. Any addition-
al money raised over and above the final 
cost of the spray pad will be placed in a 
township account for future recreation 
projects.

There will be more to come on this story 
in the very near future.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette and its con-
tributors have been shortlisted as final-
ists in the Ontario Community Newspaper 
Association’s (OCNA) 2022 Better 
Newspapers Competition.

The Gazette are finalists in three categories, 
including the Best COVID-19 Coverage cate-
gory, Best Guest/Freelance Column and Best 
Community Website/WebPortal, circulation 
under 9,999. The results of the competition 
were published on the OCNA’s website on 
Tuesday, February 14th.

First, second and third place winners will 
be announced during a virtual presentation, 
with the final presentation date to be an-
nounced soon.

The Best COVID-19 Coverage category sub-
missions featured stories from four differ-
ent authors detailing how the pandemic and 
associated restrictions affected all facets of 
daily life, including schools, personal, mental 
health, and business.

Veronica Reiner’s contribution to this cate-
gory was an article with the headline “Calls 
to the CMHA Waterloo-Wellington Increased 
by 60% throughout the COVID-19 pandemic” 
published on January 27th, 2022. The article 
featured an interview with Canadian Mental 
Health Association Chief Executive Officer 
Helen Fishburn, who discussed an increase 
in calls to the organization’s Here 24/7 Line, 
along with the struggles that people were 
facing. Fishburn also provided tips to im-
prove mental health.

Continued on page 2
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Tavistock Spray Pad Fundraising 
Reaches Fundraising Goal 

The fundraising sign for the Tavistock Spray Pad hasn’t been updated yet to show the $100,000 goal being met. East Zorra-Tavistock 
Township is expected to call for proposals in the very near future.
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NEWS —

Future of Caressant Care’s Long-Term Care Home Unknown

By Lee Griffi

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term 
Care has put long-term care homes on 
notice that come 2025, all aging facilities 
need to upgrade or rebuild to meet the 
most recent building standards. people-
Care has decided to redevelop its 50-year 
home in Tavistock, but Caressant Care has 
not made public its plans for the aging 
Maples Home for Seniors.

Sheena Campbell is the Vice-President of 
Communications and Engagement at peo-
pleCare and says while nothing has been 
done yet on the actual site, the behind-
the-scenes activity has been ongoing. “We 
purchased the site directly behind the ex-
isting home. A lot of folks knew about it 
as we were going through the municipal 
planning process. Right now, we are work-
ing closely with the township as there 
are lots of steps in the development, but 
we have managed to get through quite a 
few of them working with the ministry as 
well.” Campbell adds they have hired a 
construction manager and are going out 
to tender on subtrades this week. “We are 
thrilled to share that we are going to be 
breaking ground this spring or summer. 
We are well underway with this project 
and are super excited about it.” people-
Care’s Tavistock home was the first of 
what now amounts to the company’s seven 
long-term care homes and one retirement 
home in Ontario. It will take anywhere 
from 14 to 16 months to complete the new 
build for a 128-bed home once shovels are 

in the ground. The current home houses 
up to 100 residents.

Historically, the Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care has been less than effi-
cient when it comes to working with pro-
viders to build a new home, sometimes 
taking years for final approval to be issued. 
Campbell says that has not been the case 
with their Tavistock project. “They have 
a strong commitment to get these beds 
build. I think we have seen that in a num-
ber of steps they have taken, not the least 
of which is an increase in the construction 
subsidy. They know we need to build these 
homes, and they are trying to enable op-
erators to do it by working in partnership 
with us.” She adds the working drawings 
have been submitted, and the ministry has 
provided feedback, so some minor tweak-
ing is all that is left to do.  

Making the decision to build a new home 
or redevelop an existing one is not a deci-
sion made lightly by providers. Campbell 
says there are a number of factors they 
considered. “For every application, we 
have for long-term care beds we look at 
demographics. We look at the needs of the 
community. It’s based on current wait lists, 
it’s based on what we see as the future 
need, and we really did feel the 128 does 
suit Tavistock and will fill quite a need 
there.”

The Maples Home for Seniors is a 43-bed 
‘C’ facility, and the ministry has told long-
term care providers that all older beds 
must be upgraded by 2025 or face the 

risk of having licenses pulled. However, 
the same threat has happened a number 
of times over the years, but the provincial 
government has always decided to extend 
licenses for homes that do not redevelop 
or rebuild. The Gazette reached out to 
Caressant Care, who owns and operates 
15 long-term care homes across Ontario, 
including the Maples. The company would 
not consent to an interview, but Kayla 
Ritz, Director of Operations, did issue 
the following statement. “As an organiza-
tion that operates predominantly in small 
towns throughout Ontario, Caressant Care 
strives to embody these small-town values 
in everything we do. This means creating 
tight-knit communities where residents 
feel at home with safe and high-quality 
care. To this end, we continue to main-
tain our current locations, making the 
required upgrades to ensure a high level 
of resident comfort. We are also working 
with the Ministry of Long-Term Care on 
future redevelopment projects for eligi-
ble homes. Planning is underway with the 
ministry, and as soon as we’re able, we will 
share these plans with our community. 
Thank you for your interest.”  

Campbell says she’s proud of peopleCare’s 
dedication to bringing its homes up to date. 
“If I had a crystal ball, I could give you that 
answer, but I wouldn’t want to speculate 
on what the ministry will or won’t do. We 
aren’t aware of Caressant Care’s plans, I 
can really only comment on ours. I will 
say that when we look across the people-
Care organization, we had a number of ‘C’ 

homes are we are delighted that we have 
received redevelopment awards in all of 
those areas. We have a couple of others we 
are looking to redevelop, and we are fo-
cused on bringing more care to those com-
munities.” peopleCare upgraded its home 
in Meaford, Ontario last year with the new 
facility opening in December of last year. 
Campbell adds there are many benefits to 
the communities they serve once a project 
is completed. “They bring more jobs which 
contribute to the local economy. There are 
many benefits at the local level.”

peopleCare and Caressant Care are both 
for-profit, privately-owned companies, 
a business model in health care that has 
come under greater scrutiny since the 
beginning of the pandemic, with political 
leaders such as NDP boss Jagmeet Singh 
calling for an outright ban of any private 
ownership. Campbell says her company’s 
philosophy speaks for itself. “We are fami-
ly-owned and mission-driven. Regardless 
of ownership, what really matters is the 
quality of the care you are providing, and 
we are focused on that. We often say if we 
are exceeding the expectations of our res-
idents, staff, and families, then we know 
we are doing a good job.” She adds that 
with 40,000 people on the long-term care 
wait list in Ontario, everyone needs to 
come together to meet the needs of aging 
adults. “There is space in this sector for all 
types of operators. From hospitals to mu-
nicipalities, family-owned, not-for-profits. 
Everyone needs to come to the table.”

Continued from page 1

Melissa Mills’ contribution was an article 
called “This pandemic ends with us to-
gether,” published on February 17th, 2022. 
It describes her struggle spending hun-
dreds of days apart from her boyfriend, 
Taylor, due to COVID-19 restrictions, par-
ticularly the Canada/USA border closure. 
He lived about 25 minutes away from her 
in the United States.

Lee Griffi’s contribution was entitled 
“Area restaurants facing challenges but 

staying positive as they prepare for re-
opening,” published January 27th, 2022. 
It featured interviews with Cindy Larsen 
and her husband, Brian, the owners of 
Quehl’s restaurant in Tavistock, as well as 
Nick Cressman, owner of the Puddicombe 
House in New Hamburg. They faced price 
increases, labour shortages, and business 
shutdowns.

Nigel Gordijk’s contribution was called 
“Rollercoaster school year is taking its toll, 
says Waterloo-Oxford student,” published 
on January 13th, 2022. It features an 

interview with Waterloo Oxford District 
Secondary School Grade 12 student Sam 
Miller, who describes the challenges of 
school closures, and unexpected shifts be-
tween in-person and remote learning.

Chip Bender’s column is a finalist in 
the Best Guest/Freelance Column cat-
egory. Chip is a counsellor at Interfaith 
Counselling Centre in New Hamburg, 
and contributes articles to the Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette about once a month. His 
award winning article is entitled “Bless 
the Curses” and was published on April 

7th, 2022. It describes shifting our per-
spective on hardships that may befall us 
in everyday life.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette was also a 
finalist in the Best Community Website/
WebPortal (circulation under 9,999) cat-
egory. The website provides the option 
to sort articles based on category, a PDF 
print edition section of the paper, audio/
video news pieces, and locations as to 
where to pick up the paper.

Gazette nominated for three OCNA awards

peopleCare Ready to Break Ground in Tavistock
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FEATURE —

MAGICIAN!

FACE PAINTING

H O T  D O G S !H A M B U R G E R S !
L E G I O N
 F R I E S !

A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E  

February 19
1:00-4:00

G A M E S !
N E W  H A M B U R G B R A N C H  5 3 2

 65 Boullee St, New Hamburg

Family
Day Fun!!

EVERYONE 
WELCOME!

By Gary West

After 40 years as a firefighter with the Hickson fire sta-
tion, Fred Chilvers has decided to hang up his helmet.

As station chief Tom Bickle says, “Chilvers always came 
with high energy, a positive attitude and professional 
work ethic toward the volunteer job. He knows his wife, 
Kathy, will have to get used to not having to help get his 
boots and fire gear ready when his pager goes off any-
more. She would get him out the door in a hurry and get 
the van started, so it was warmed up and ready to go no 
matter what the weather or time of day or night.”

Fred will say that commitment for the job, not only came 
from himself but from his wife, Kathy, and his two kids, 
Jennifer and Chad. Everybody in the family had to be on 
board.

Fred says his days on the fire department started when 
the late John Tipping, who was fire chief at the time, asked 
if he would be interested in joining the fire department 
because three members had just retired. He said once he 
agreed, “he thought his first call might have been his last, 
because of the speed that Tipping drove his car, with him 
in it, to that fire 40 years ago." He wonders with a smile 
whether his finger imprints might still be embedded on 
the dash of that car because Tipping’s driving scared the 
heck out of him at the time.

Over the years, he knows he’s missed many birthdays and 
anniversaries along with Christmas dinners and family 
gatherings when he had to leave in a hurry to get to a call. 
His kids and now three grandchildren have all gone to 
calls with him and the rule has always been “what is said 
in the van, stays in the van,” after a call.

He is proud to note that his granddaughter, Ryley, is in 
her first year at Lambton College, studying to become a 
firefighter just like her grandfather.

The long time fireman would love to see more motorists 
take heed and pull over when they see the blue flashing 
light on the firefighter's dashboard on their way to a call. 
He said timing is everything when it comes to a fire or an 
accident.

Some of his weekends over the years were spent at 
courses to improve his skills as a firefighter. He was the 
stations health and safety officer for over 20 years.

He says his first fire equipment included a pair of pull-up 
boots, a fire helmet and a coat and that’s all.

Fred also says one of his proudest moments was when he 
was honoured to receive #18 on his uniform which was 
Kathy’s cousin, Gord Irwin’s, firefighter number that has 

been in the family for 66 years. At Gord’s funeral, Fred 
said he took Gord’s helmet and was proud to place it on 
his casket.

For the town's Santa Clause parade, Fred and Kathy en-
joy being Mr. and Mrs. Clause and over the last two years 
have collected $5,000 for muscular dystrophy, and gave 
the cash to a local family whose boys live with M.S.

Fred’s day job has been working for Pestell Pet Products 

based in New Hamburg for the past 39 years. He said 
he convinced the company to paint his truck pink a few 
years ago in honour of cancer victims and survivors.

Even though the last 40 years has flown by quickly, Fred 
Chilvers says he "never expected to be a Hickson fire-
man for that long, but  the guys [he] worked with over 
the years were like a second family to him from whom he 
learned a lot, saw a lot and was thankful for so much that 
words cannot describe.”

Longtime Hickson firefighter retires after 40 years 
of service

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

From left, Tyler Thompson (deputy chief), retiring Fred Chilvers, and station Chief Tom Bickle, presenting him with a signed 
#18 fire helmet, courtesy of his fellow firefighters.
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Chair and Vice Chair of the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority (GRCA) were acclaimed for their roles at a 
meeting on Friday, February 27.

Chris White, Mayor of Guelph-Eramosa Township and 
Councillor in Wellington County, and Sue Foxton, Mayor 
of North Dumfries Township, will continue in their roles 
as Chair and Vice-Chair of the GRCA for another term.

Both were acclaimed by the GRCA Board of Directors at 
the General Membership meeting on Friday, January 27. 
Elections are held for both positions at the first board 
meeting each year. The 26-member GRCA Board is made 
up of representatives appointed by the municipalities 
within the Grand River watershed.

“Conservation authorities in Ontario have experienced 
unprecedented change over the past few years due to 
amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act and 
other provincial regulations,” says Chris White.

“I look forward to providing consistency in leadership to 
the GRCA board and the many new faces around the ta-
ble as we focus on working with all levels of government 
and supporting GRCA staff to implement the changes.”

“I am honoured to continue my service to the GRCA 
board and eager to continue enhancing the relationship 
we have with Ministry staff,” says Sue Foxton.

Chris White has been a member of the GRCA Board since 
2014. He was elected to the Guelph/Eramosa Township 
Council in 2003, became Mayor in 2006 and served as 
Warden from 2011-2014.

Sue Foxton has been a member of the GRCA Board since 
2015. She served for 14 years as Councillor for Ward 1 in 
North Dumfries Township before being elected as Mayor 
in 2014.

COMMUNITY —

GRCA Chair Chris White. GRCA Vice Chair Sue Foxton.

GRCA Chair and Vice Chair acclaimed
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By Gary West

There is a new manager at Tavistock’s Tim Hortons who 
has been an employee of the franchise for over 15 years.

Stephen Parker was the manager at the Baden Tim 
Hortons, before coming to Tavistock a couple of weeks 
ago. He lives in Tavistock with his wife, Tara, and is happy 
to be within walking distance of his work.

Parker says that while attending high school at Rockway 
Collegiate in Kitchener, he worked part time at Tim 
Hortons after school and on weekends, as most students 
do while obtaining an education.

He has always enjoyed working and serving the public. 
Stephen is slowly getting to know many of Tavistock’s 
regulars who frequent the restaurant or use the drive 
through.

The new manager enjoys working with Jeff and Steph 

Walker, who are not only the owners of the Tavistock 
store, but also own the Baden and New Hamburg loca-
tions, too.

With a total of 40 employees both part time and full time, 

Stephen knows there will always be issues to manage, 
but looks forward to a long future at the busy Tavistock 
location.

Tim Hortons has a new manager in Tavistock

Last week are the full time staff at Tim Hortons in Tavistock along with their new manager. 
Front left to right, Paula Burklen, Kathy Mohr, Larissa Saunders and Liz Mercer. Back row, 
new manager, Stephen Parker, and Wyatt Wettlaufer.

Long time Tim Hortons employee, Robbie Carter, always eager to make sandwiches and 
coffee for Tim’s drive through customers in Tavistock.

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

N.H. INC.
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

Empire, Idared, Golden Delicious, Ambrosia, 
Gala and Russet. Also cider, fresh local 

produce, honey, jams and preserves 
California Navel Oranges and Florida Red Grapefruit

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

 

FARM LAND FOR SALE  
BY TENDER 

Vendor:  Margaret Frank 
 

52 total acres, more or less 
45 workable acres, more or less 

 

South ½ of East ½ Lot 29 Concession 9 East Nissouri; 
Zorra, known municipally as 156735 15th Line, 

Lakeside, Ontario 
 

*Includes 3 bedroom farmhouse and outbuildings* 
The highest or any offer need not necessarily be 

accepted by the Vendor. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 noon 
on Monday, March 13th, 2023. 

 
For tender forms contact:  

Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 

 

Attention:  Matthew Orchard 
6 Wellington Street, Stratford 

Phone:  519-271-6770 
E-mail: orchard@stratfordlawyers.com 

 

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Gary West

There was a celebration and grand open-
ing at a new business in Shakespeare 
last week.

Spaws for Paws Pet Grooming invit-
ed dignitaries from Perth county and 
Stratford to cut the ribbon to officially 
open their new location on Highway 7&8 
on the eastern edge of the village, next 
to the Best Little Pork Shoppe.

The pet grooming and spa is owned by 
Tracey Cook and Richard Gunter who 
live in the area, and are excited to wel-
come their area neighbours and pet 
owners to come and see for themselves 
what a modern pet grooming business 
looks like in today’s world.

The new owners, along with their fam-
ilies, shared their excitement with the 
Mayor of Perth East, and County Warden 

Rhonda Ehgoetz, along with Stratford 
Mayor Martin Ritsma, who officially cut 
the ribbon to declare the new business 
officially opened.

Both Mayors were happy to see the new 
business start-up in the area where the 
high traffic location will bode well for 
the new pet grooming facility. They both 
agreed that small businesses like this 
are what Shakespeare, Stratford and 
Perth County are built on.

Local pet owners can enjoy full grooms, 
sanitary trims, and paw tidy-ups for 
their pets. They can even enjoy a calm-
ing massage followed by a full shampoo 
bath that best suits their pets’ fur type 
and needs.

They are open Monday to Saturday 8 
a.m. until 4 p.m. and more info is avail-
able at spaws4paws@gmail.com or by 
calling 226-868-8717.

Spaws for Paws officially opened in Shakespeare

Cutting the ribbon to officially open Spaws for Paws is left to right, Stratford Mayor Martin 
Ritsma, Lori Gunter, owners Richard Gunter and Tracey Cook, Krysten Short, and Perth 
East Mayor and County Warden Rhonda Ehgoetz.

Three local dogs waiting to be groomed at Shakespeare’s Spaws for Paws along with young 
Taylor Short in front ready to help out, where she can.

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette

P.O. Box 389, NOB 2RO
info@wilmotpost.ca

thewtgazette@gmail.com
www.wilmotpost.ca | 519-655-2341

Owner/Publisher: Grant Haven 
Management Inc. /Stewart Grant
Editor: Stewart Grant
Graphic Designer: Tyler Carruthers
Office Administrator/Billing: Wendy 
Lamond
Sales Representative: Sharon Leis
Contributing writers: Veronica Reiner, Lee 
Griffi, Jessica Harvey, Nancy Silcox, Gary 
West, Chris Ehrat, Al Junker, Paul Knowles

Annual subscription:
Canada: $49.00 ($46.67 + HST)
Cash, cheque, e-transfer, or 
Credit Card over the phone
Note: Don't e-transfer without first emailing us 
and providing your mailing details.

Proud member of the 
Ontario Community 

Newspapers Association
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BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING CLERK
We are a mid-sized, well established general contractor/construction company looking to hire an Bookkeeper/
Accounting Clerk  that is a detail-oriented, an enthusiastic individual to help us manage our books.  Respon-
sibilities include:  data entry, MS Office (Word/Excel-intermediate/advanced) required, you will be the first 
point of contact, assist in all accounting functions.  
Our company is fast-paced, yet a comfortable family-style environment. This position will be in office, remote 
working when weather or other circumstances arise that a remote day may be needed. If you are a confident 
multi-tasker who thrives in a fast-paced, growth-focused environment, then this job would be a good fit for 
you.
Accuracy, confidentiality, and excellent organizational skills are essential qualifications for this position. The 
successful candidate will excel at customer relations and be able to communicate clearly with the team and 
customers.
Responsibilities
 • Provide accounting/bookkeeping functions/services with accounting department
 • Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable (invoicing and collection)
 • Posting and entering data accurately
 • Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records
 • Prepare bank deposits, general ledger postings, statements and bank reconciliation
 • Reconcile accounts in a timely manner
 • Daily posting of key data of financial transactions in database
 • Provide assistance and support to company personnel
 • Reconcile/validate, track and restore accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies
 • Inform management and compile reports/summaries on activity in all areas of accounting
 • Other administration tasks that will arise from time to time/reception
 • Regularly update job-related knowledge
Requirements
 • Proven accounting experience, preferably as an Accounts Receivable or 
   Accounts Payable/bookkeeper position
 • Familiarity with bookkeeping and GAAP accounting principles/procedures
 • Competency in MS Office, databases and JONAS
 • Hands-on experience with spreadsheets (intermediate/advanced)
 • Accuracy and attention to detail
 • Possess analytical thinking/skills
 • Ability to perform filing and record keeping tasks
 • Data entry and word processing skills, well versed in English language (written/verbal)
 • Well organized and fast learner
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary degree/diploma, accounting or adjacent field
 • 3 years of experience is preferred, general contracting experience is a definite asset
 • Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) is an asset or equivalent
 • Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication skills (written & verbal)
 • Ability to work independently
 • Intermediate/advanced Excel experience (Adobe, Microsoft Outlook, Word/Excel experience)

Please send your resume to employment@nithvalley.com
We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only.

By Veronica Reiner

A New Hamburg man is reflecting on his journey writing 
“An Alzheimer’s Angel: A Human Love Story.”

Dieter Euler’s book describes his personal experience 
with his mother who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in 
her early 60’s in the 1960’s.

His family emigrated from Germany after World War II 
in the 1950’s for a better life in Canada, which they were 
successful at. His family had purchased a home in the 
Kitchener Waterloo area, his father had a good job and 
Dieter and his brother were attending university.

This is when his mother began displaying unusual 
thoughts and behaviours. She displayed symptoms for 
about one year before she was officially diagnosed.

For example, she would go out for a walk and wander off, 
and be unable to find her way back home. “So, we started 
noticing that, and we’d go with her,” said Dieter. “We’d put 
a bracelet on her arm with her name and phone number 
on it.”

“So those were little things along the way that we learned. 
There’s no magic book that can tell you everything about 
Alzheimer’s, because every person will react a little dif-
ferently in their own way - what has been in their back-
ground, their subconscious mind will come through.”

A lot of his mother's subconscious experiences were re-
lated to war. She would panic when she saw a flashing 
police siren, or be concerned that a soldier was nearby.

Dieter and his family tried a variety of strategies to im-
prove her condition. For example, Dieter would comfort 
his mother if she was concerned about soldiers or sirens. 
In other cases, he would typically go along with ideas she 
suggested, as long as it was safe for everyone involved. 
“There were a lot of return-to-childhood symptoms 
there,” noted Dieter.

Dieter kept a diary throughout her journey with the neu-
rodegenerative disease that affects memory, thinking and 
behaviour. By the time his mother passed away in the late 
1980’s, Dieter had hundreds of pages of notes, featuring 
anecdotes of happy and funny moments, along with in-
tense, sad moments.

In the end, “she found her ultimate inner peace away 
from all of the devils in her mind,” said Dieter. “Age took 
over. She retreated just to being a beautiful baby.”

With all of the notes left over, Dieter said that friends en-
couraged him to put all of his thoughts into a book.

“People who have read it say it’s so natural to read,” said 
Dieter. “It’s really a love story, and that’s the other factor - 
that there was underlying love there.

“There were little moments that came out here and there, 
and we would work with that. For example, she loved mu-
sic, so if we went for a drive, we’d find some music she 
would like.”

His father was the primary caregiver of his mother, which 
was a 24/7 job. Dieter’s background as a teacher (in the 

Kitchener-Waterloo area) helped him to understand, an-
alyze and support the various emotional difficulties that 
his father faced. He now wants to impart what he has 
learned to help those in similar experiences.   The book is 
available anywhere online or Google.

New Hamburg man reflects on his experience writing 
the book "An Alzheimer's Angel: A Human Love Story"

Dieter Euler. 
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Perth County seeking input on stewardship program 
development
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Perth County and its member municipali-
ties (Perth East, North Perth, Perth South 
and West Perth) are seeking input into the 
development of a Stewardship Program 
for the region. Stewardship Programs aim 
to support residents and encourage them 
to undertake environmental projects that 
protect soil, water and air quality.

The first project phase is aimed at reach-
ing out to both the rural and urban com-
munities to better understand the environ-
mental issues they see, the types of proj-

ects they would like to do, and what type of 
support they might need.

Perth County launched an online survey 
available for all residents to contribute 
their thoughts, and will be hosting five in-
put sessions for anyone interested in at-
tending. The dates will be:

Friday, Feb 17 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Mil-
verton.

Wednesday, Feb 22 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
Mitchell.

Thursday, Feb 23 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in St. 

Paul’s Station.

Tuesday, Feb 28 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in 
Listowel.

Wed, Mar 1 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. online.

The project is being led by the county lo-
cal agri-environmental consultant, Mel 
Luymes, who is reaching out to agricultur-
al, community and environmental groups 
alike for their input. Anyone interested 
in providing input can also contact Mel 
directly at mel@headlands.ca or 519-820-
2358.

The ideas gathered from the survey, input 
sessions and one-on-one consultations 
will be compiled and presented to the 
community and to Perth County’s Agri-
cultural Advisory Committee in March for 
more feedback. The project plan will be 
presented to County Council with hopes 
of launching the Stewardship Program be-
fore the end of the year.

To learn more about the project, partic-
ipate in the survey, and register for an 
input session, visit www.perthcounty.ca/
stewardship.

COMMUNITY —
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EZT interim tax bills mailed

Pink Shirt Day taking place on February 22

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The 2023 interim tax bills in East Zor-
ra-Tavistock have been mailed out and 
residents should start receiving them by 

Canada Post.

The 2023 interim tax bill due dates are 
Tuesday, February 28, and Wednesday, 
May 31. Payment options are available on 

the municipality website, and include a 
pre-authorized payment plan, internet or 
telephone banking, mail, drop box, mort-
gage companies or in person.

Those who need any assistance or have 
any questions can reach out to the town-
ship website via phone at 519-462-2697 or 
by emailing the finance department.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Pink Shirt Day, an annual anti-bullying 
event held in Canada and other parts of the 
world, will take place on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22. The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
is asking the community to think positive, 
write positive, and post positive this day.

 The theme for this year is “lift each other 
up.” It is a simple statement with a powerful 

message that encourages everyone to work 
together and treat others with dignity and 
respect.

 “On Pink Shirt Day, we encourage all resi-
dents to join together and celebrate diver-
sity, inclusion, and acceptance for one an-
other,” said Mark Crowell, Chief of Police. 
“Let’s lift each other up, not only today, but 
every day. It is important that we stand to-

gether and recognize the ways in which we 
can make a difference in the lives of those 
around us.”

Along with wearing pink, the #PostPositive 
campaign encourages individuals to think 
kind thoughts about someone and write 
them down, create a piece of art, send a 
thoughtful e-mail, or post a kind video. Be 
sure to tag us on social media so we can help 

spread your message of kindness.

Use the hashtag #PostPositive for a chance 
to win a prize.

If teachers or students would like to partic-
ipate in the #PostPositive campaign, email 
publicinfo@wrps.on.ca to request some free 
pink post-it notes. Encourage students to 
write down positive messages, snap a photo, 
and share it with the WRPS on socials.

NEW HAMBURG
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To the Community for supporting our 
Drive-Thru Valentine’s schnitzel dinner 
at the New Hamburg Legion on 
February 12th.
Thank you to Seaford, New Hamburg 
Dry Cleaners and the New Hamburg 
Legion for helping to sell tickets.
Our 50/50 winner was Angelina Murphy 
winning $633 on ticket #293.
We look forward to meeting you again 
at our next food event.

Jim Pipe, President
Optimist Club of Petersburg

Email: Petersburgoptimists@outlook.com

Thank you
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Domestic investigation in Perth East

A Perth East resident was charged after a domestic in-
vestigation on February 8.

At about 10:15 a.m., the Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) responded to a domestic disturbance at a 
Perth Line 55 address in Perth East Township.

During the investigation, it was reported that the ac-
cused attended the victim’s residence and damaged a 
door.

A 41-year-old Perth East resident was arrested and 
charged with “mischief - domestic,” and “fail to comply 
with probation order.”

The accused was released from custody and is sched-
uled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Strat-
ford at a later date to answer to the charge.

Victims of sexual assault and domestic violence are not 
alone. If you or someone you know needs support, there 
are local resources available to help. One organization 
you can contact is Victim Services Bruce Grey Perth at 
1-866-376-9852.

Those in immediate crisis should call 911.

Two vehicle collision in Wellesley Township

A 31-year-old was charged after a two motor vehicle col-

lision in Wellesley Township on February 1.

At about 9:50 a.m., the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) received a report of a motor vehicle collision in 
the area of Streicher Line and Manser Road in Wellesley 
Township.

As a result of the investigation, a 31-year-old man from 
Oakville was charged with “fail to yield to traffic on a 
through highway.”

Oxford OPP releases monthly occurrences

Members of the Oxford detachment of the OPP respond-
ed to 2654 occurrences between January 1 and January 
31 included but not limited to the following:

35 911 calls, 49 alarm, 22 assault, 19 break and enter, 
35 disputes, 59 domestic, 28 fraud, 14 harassment, 11 
impaired, 47 mental health act, 23 mischief, 192 motor 
vehicle collision, 45 property related, 51 RIDE, 6 sexual 
assault, 13 stolen vehicle, 86 suspicious person/vehicle, 
54 theft, 243 traffic complaint, 15 trouble with youth, 17 
unwanted person, 43 warrant, 11 weapons/

Those who need to make a police report can call the 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Those who need immediate as-
sistance should call 911.

Two vehicle collision in Perth East

A Stratford resident has been charged after a two vehi-
cle collision on February 12.

At about 12:25 p.m., the Perth County OPP responded to 

a two vehicle collision on Line 34 in Perth East Town-
ship.

Throughout the investigation, police determined that a 
vehicle was slowing to merge onto the highway when 
another vehicle collided with the rear of the vehicle 
slowing down. No injuries were reported.

A 56-year-old Stratford resident was charged with 
“careless driving,” and issued a Provincial Notice for the 
offence.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to contact Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Those who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or leave an anony-
mous online message at www.p3tips.com.

Truck stolen from Perth East

The Perth County OPP is investigating a stolen truck 
incident in Perth East Township.

On February 9 at about 9:40 a.m., Perth County OPP of-
ficers received a report of a stolen vehicle, taken some-
time overnight from the victim’s residence on Line 47 in 
Perth East. Keys were left in the vehicle.

The vehicle is described as a 2012 black GMC Sierra.

The Perth County OPP is reminding citizens to keep all 
vehicles and buildings locked and report suspicious ac-
tivity immediately. Consider installing security features, 
such as increased lighting, camera or alarms.

NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY —
Wellesley residents protest 14 per cent tax hike
By Veronica Reiner

A group of Wellesley Township residents 
protested the 14 per cent tax increase at 
a council meeting on Tuesday, February 
7.

In addition to dozens of protestors out-
side council chambers that night in 
Crosshill, Kelly Rakowski, a Wellesley 
resident, delegated to council members. 
She called the new facility portion of the 
tax increase “grossly unacceptable.”

A total of 5.46 per cent (about $353,010) 
of the 14 per cent increase is due to the 
recreation complex debenture payment.

“When council was debating on a project 
of this scale, it is not our responsibility 
to be aware of what council is planning,” 
said Rakowski. “When a decision is this 
vast, it is council’s duty to ensure the en-
tire community is aware.”

She pointed out that the cost of the rec-
reation complex increased from $22-mil-
lion to $27.2-million.

In June 2021, Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak 
said that the recreation complex would 
cost the average household an addition-
al $47 per year. The 14 per cent hike 
increases that amount to about $179 to 
property tax bills, based on an average 
household assessment of $389,000.

“Our community is outraged,” said Ra-
kowski. “I cannot state this any more 
clearly. One comment which was made on 
Facebook was, ‘I propose that we pay the 
$47 that was clearly communicated to all 
of us and allow those who sit on council, 
those who approved the increase, to car-
ry the rest.’”

This statement drew applause from the 
audience, which caused Mayor Nowak to 
ask for quiet.

Rakowski said that when council disre-
gards their fiduciary duty, it could lead to 
consequences, including damage to repu-
tation, community trust, legal action and 
removal from office.

Council and township staff had not been 
transparent throughout the budget pro-
cess, she added. During budget deliber-
ations, a 6.2 per cent increase was dis-
cussed. Later, the township issued a news 
release stating that amount was in fact 14 
per cent. No record of a 7.7 addition (5.46 
for the recreation complex debenture 
payment, and 2.25 for a service level in-
crease) can be found in meeting record-

ings, agendas or minutes.

A group has been formed called Welles-
ley Township Concerned Citizens (for-
merly St. Clements Organized) for those 
“united in their quest for good gover-
nance and effective taxes.”

On February 10, the Township of Welles-
ley released an FAQ sheet in response to 
some of these concerns.

Township staff said that the original cost 
estimate of $22-million for the rec com-
plex was prepared before the pandemic 
hit. “Construction costs had increased 
greatly as a result of the pandemic and 

the final contract awarded for the rec-
reation complex was approved by coun-
cil on December 14, 2021 at the cost of 
$27,200,000,” wrote the township.

They said because of that, the estimated 
$47 per year for an average household 
was based on the pre-pandemic cost es-
timate of $22-million and a debenture of 
$3,000,000.

“Every stage of the approval process for 
the recreation complex was considered in 
public forums with public reports, public 
meetings and open council sessions,” said 
the township.

Wellesley resident Kelly Rakowski delegated to councillors at the meeting on Tuesday, February 7th to protest the 14 per cent tax hike. 
Many residents joined her in support of the same cause. Middle is Mayor Joe Nowak and left is Chief Administrative Officer Rik Louwagie. 
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TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA QUARTERFINALS

Tavistock Royals vs
Minto 81’s 
Sat., Feb. 18th 2023 
at 7:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

The Optimist Club of Shakespeare invited guests in the 
community to come to a club dinner meeting and lis-
ten to three well informed speakers talking about ALS 
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) also known as Lou 
Gehrig's disease.

Sheila Dorsch, who is the community lead for the ALS 
Society of Canada, told the audience there are over 3,000 
people living with ALS in Canada today, and 1,000 will 
lose their lives with this debilitating disease this year 
alone.

The disease attacks the muscle and nervous system, and 
a patient gradually loses their ability to walk, talk, eat, 
move, swallow, and eventually not be able to breathe. She 
said the disease causes a tremendous burden, emotion-
ally, mentally, physically, and financially on families who 
have someone that encounters the disease. She said there 
is no definite test for ALS and sometimes takes over a 
year to diagnose.

Dorsch stated that pharmaceutical companies are com-
ing up with drugs to slow the progression of the disease, 
but there is still no cure. She added that besides muscle 
and bone deterioration, most ALS patients find it hard to 
breathe and develop pneumonia very easily.

She said the disease can attack a persons nervous system 
and documentation shows life expectancy can vary from 
patient to patient, with death occurring from the time of 
diagnosis to one year or more.

Neil McPhee who is now wheel chair bound, was diag-
nosed with ALS, eight years ago, spoke with difficulty 
to the audience. He has been coping with the disease 
along with help from his partner Kim, hospice caregiv-
ers, and the ALS Society, which he is very grateful for. He 
explained what he has been going through over the last 
number of years, and demonstrated his new wheel chair 
which gives him more flexibility and ease in being able to 
get around and perform tasks he wasn’t able to do before.

With all he has had to endure, his positive attitude is one 
that everyone in attendance were amazed with. He re-
ceived a standing ovation from the audience who were 
very warm and empathetic for what he is going through.

The third person to speak was Martin Ritsma, also the 
Mayor of Stratford, who has seen first hand what grief 
ALS can cause to one family. During a heartfelt talk he 
described how, as the middle child of 11 siblings, five 
have now died with ALS, and most before the age of 40.

His mother, who was a very active and strong woman, also 
died when his youngest brother was only two-and-a-half 

years old.

His son, Benjamin, is a Neurologist in Kingston, Ontario, 
and has been spending some of his time researching the 
causes of ALS, and has presented research papers on the 
subject at universities throughout Ontario. More info at 
www.als.ca or by contacting sdorsch@als.ca.

Shakespeare’s Optimist club host speakers 
explaining about ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease)

Martin Ritsma addresses the audience in Shakespeare, about how his family has had to deal 
with the ALS disease.

Left to right,  Sheila Dorsch, ALS Canada, Martin Ritsma, Neil McPhee with partner Kim 
Lincoln, and Murray Schlotzhauer (palliative care giver).
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Film Screening of ‘Beans’ 
set in Oka Crisis changes 
perspectives
By Marie Pavey

The movie, ‘Beans,’ was screened on Jan-
uary 26th at Zion United Church in New 
Hamburg, a last-minute change since the 
scheduled documentary “Colonization 
Road” was not available.

This was the third in the film series being 
hosted by the Wilmot Ecumenical Work-
ing Group on Indigenous/ Settler Rela-
tionships. Attendance was just under 50 
people; the discussion session indicated 
the crowd felt it was a challenging and 
compelling story that shared a unique 
perspective.

‘Beans’ chronicles the Oka crisis, a 78-day 
standoff in 1990 between two Mohawk 
communities and government forces in 
Quebec over a proposed golf course ex-
pansion over a Mohawk burial ground.

‘Beans’ is the nickname of the main char-
acter, a vibrant young Mohawk girl named 
Tekehentahkhwa. The film is a fictional-
ized but authentic account reflecting the 
conflict and racism of the tumultuous 
events that summer. Archival 1990 news 
footage is interspersed throughout the 
film to provide context. The movie does 
have a content warning for strong lan-
guage, violence, sexual content and alco-
hol use. In contrast, there are also mo-
ments of laughter, hope, warmth and sol-

idarity.

This Canadian drama was directed by 
Tracey Deer who lived through the crises 
as a pre-teen Mohawk girl. Deer explains, 
“The Mohawk Nation of Kanesatake and 
Kahnawà:ke stood up to a formidable bul-
ly - and won. That summer I knew I want-
ed to become a filmmaker and vowed to 
one day tell this story.”

Deer told ‘Gate,’ an entertainment me-
dia outlet, “My hope is that Canadians 
and Quebecers will see this film and will 
go out into the world as new allies to In-
digenous people. It’s clear, society needs 
to change, but that change is not in the 
hands of Indigenous people, that change 
is in the hands of Canadians. It’s impera-
tive that people go out there and do what 
they can.”

‘Colonization Road’ will be shown at Zion 
United Church, 215 Peel Street, New 
Hamburg, on Friday, March 31st, at 7 p.m. 
The film is an exploration of the effects 
of road building by settlers on Indigenous 
land and culture, raising important ques-
tions about ‘reconciliation’ and what it 
means to ‘decolonize.’ An opportunity for 
discussion will follow. It should be noted 
that the film has strong language.

For additional information, contact ecu-
menicalworkinggroup@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY —
Tavistock Family Dentistry 
opens up this week

The Gazette’s very own Lee Griffi was the first ever patient at Tavistock Family Dentistry. 
The new business just opened up on Tuesday of this week and is located at 55 Woodstock 
Street North.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA JEEP SALESTRATFORD KIA JEEP SALE

2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee Altitude

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
28,060 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,056 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,565 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,235 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2021 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SAHARA AWDUNLIMITED SAHARA AWD

2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2021 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SAHARA AWDUNLIMITED SAHARA AWD

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR 2021 JEEP GLADIATOR 
OVERLAND 4WDOVERLAND 4WD

$55,995$55,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 6,2786,278 km km
$57,995$57,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 1,1521,152 km km
$58,995$58,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 21,85021,850 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

KWSP Humane Society launching Bake for the 
Animals fundraiser
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Calling all bakers, chefs, mini kitchen as-
sistants and taste testers – the sweetest 
month of the year is back to animals at 
the Kitchener Waterloo Stratford Perth 
(KWSP) Humane Society.

The KWSP Humane Society is encour-
aging the public to start their ovens, go 
online and register for ‘Bake for the An-
imals.’ The annual event runs throughout 
February and welcomes people to bake 
and eat sweets of all kinds.

“We have so much fun watching our sup-
porters whip up cakes, cookies, cupcakes 

and other sweet treats in support of our 
animals,” said Kathrin Delutis, chief exec-
utive officer of the KWSP Humane Soci-
ety. “Being one of our signature fundrais-
ing events, Bake for the Animals plays a 
crucial role in supporting the large num-
ber of animals we help each year.”

The main premise of the event is for indi-
viduals to register and set up their “online 
bakery” page. They then ask friends and 
family to support their baking efforts in 
exchange for some sweet treats.

The KWSP Humane Society provides each 
registrant with a host kit. Free download-

able party materials are also accessible 
on the organization’s website. Individuals, 
groups, schools or businesses can get in-
volved by simply planning, promoting and 
hosting a bake sale, sponsoring, or donat-
ing to the event.

“Bake for the Animals is a fun event that 
anybody can get involved in,” said Nick 
Burke, director of development of the 
KWSP Humane Society. “We hope our lo-
cal schools, community groups and busi-
nesses will join us in 2023 to bake a dif-
ference for animals in need.”

The KWSP Humane Society launched an 

early bird registration contest, with the 
first 12 people to register receiving a dog 
cookie baking set valued at $30.

Those more interested in eating versus 
baking can participate in this year’s ‘Pas-
try Path,’ visiting participating bakeries 
and eateries to enjoy something sweet 
and completing a stamp card for a chance 
to win a Cuisinart Stand Mixer valued at 
$400.

Community members can also purchase 
a ‘Cherry on the Top’ 50/50 ticket for a 
chance to win big. For more information 
or to register, please visit kwsphumane.ca.

COMMUNITY —

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY —
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Bruce Fritz of Forest 
Glen PS retires

Keith Weitzel honoured 
Sunday at Tavistock’s 
Grace United Church

Forest Glen Public School in New Hamburg wished teacher Bruce Fritz a happy retirement 
on Friday, February 10. Mr. Fritz has been a part of the Forest Glen community for about 27 
years. “We will miss your kindness, humour and friendly chats,” said the school in an online 
post. (Photo credit: Twitter/@fglwrdsb)

After decades of church maintenance and janitorial duties at Tavistock’s Grace United 
Church, Keith Weitzel was honoured by the congregation during Sunday’s service. Chris 
Wiffen, chair of the ministry and personnel committee, presented the retiring Weitzel with a 
gift on behalf of the congregation. He stated that if anything in the church needed repairing 
over the years, Keith was always there to take care of it.  (Photo credit: Gary West)
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BOSHART, Daniel
Passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side 
on Wednesday, February 
8, 2023, at Grand River 
Hospital, Freeport Campus 
after a lengthy battle with 
cancer. Dan was born 
70 years ago in Wilmot 
Township, Ontario, a son of 
the late Kenneth and Irene 
(Kurt) Boshart.

Devoted and loving hus-
band of Janet (Siebert) Boshart, who predeceased 
him on March 4, 2021. Cherished father of Holly 
and her husband Jason Plein. Cherished and de-
voted Poppi of Joshua and Miles Plein. Dan will be 
forever remembered and missed by his brothers, 
sisters, and spouses; Bill & Sharon Boshart, Linda 
and Greg Coats, Russ Boshart and Shirley Boshart, 
and by his many nieces, nephews and friends. God 
father of Jeff Pauli and Kayla Craig.

Dan was a proud and devoted hockey Poppi, 
cheering on his grandsons at every game he was 
able to attend. Dan cherished the name Poppi and 
devoted much of his time to being a role model 
in their lives. Dan loved his gardens and enjoyed 
gardening, canning his famous and delicious pick-
les, tomato juice and his amazing apple sauce. Dan 
was an avid hunter and fisherman and enjoyed 
travelling with his beloved Janet and friends. Dan 
was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, New 
Hamburg. Dan was a lifelong resident of Wilmot 
Township.

Relatives and friends were invited to the Mark 
Jutzi Funeral home, 291 Huron Street, New 
Hamburg, on Monday, February 13, 2023 for a time 
of visiting from 10:00 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. The 
funeral service for Dan followed in the chapel of 
the funeral home at 1:00 p.m. with Pastor Leanne 
Darlington officiating. Cremation followed with 
interment in Riverside Cemetery, New Hamburg at 
a later date. For those unable to attend the service 
in person a livestream link was available on the 
funeral home website.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Cystic Fibrosis or the Grand 
River Regional Cancer Society would be appre-
ciated by the family. Personal condolences and 
donation information available at www.markjutzi-
funeralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
BRUBACHER, Eva May

Passed away at Waterloo 
on February 9, 2023 age 93 
years.

Eva was born August 2, 
1929, the daughter of Omar 
and Maylinda (Hallman) 
Snider. She is predeceased 
by her husband, Vernon (d. 
2019), whom she married 
on August 2, 1956, and is 
survived by her three chil-
dren, Jeff Brubacher (Sandi 

Li) of Vancouver BC, Doug Brubacher (Pamela 
Power) of Ottawa, ON, and Jan Brubacher (Jean-
Francois Beylard, d. 2022) of Tofino BC and her six 
grandchildren, Jasmine, Julian, Jennifer, Kate, Neil 
and Lucie. Also surviving are Eva’s siblings, Clare 
Snider (Beulah), Jeannette Cressman (Orval), and 
Jim Snider (Dianne). Predeceased by her parents 
Omar Snider (d. 1980) & Maylinda (Hallman) 
Snider (d. 1936), her stepmother Elsie (Groff) 
Snider (d. 1991), her siblings Ruth Kinzie (d. 
2011), Eunice Snider (d. 2012), Russell Snider (d. 
1996), Gordon Snider (d. 2018) and Yvonne Snider 
(d. 2021).

Eva graduated from Rockway Mennonite School 
in 1952, then entered nurses’ training at the K-W 
Hospital School of Nursing. Eva enjoyed life-long 
friendships with classmates from the “Class of 55.” 
Her nursing career involved work at K-W Hospital 
(now Grand River Hospital), Goshen Hospital 
(Indiana), and Nithview Home (New Hamburg, 
ON), while raising three children. In retire-
ment she volunteered at Ten Thousand Villages, 
at Nithview Home, and at the New Hamburg 
Thrift Shop. Eva and Vernon travelled across the 
Maritimes and Newfoundland & Labrador on 
two occasions to manage off-site sales for Ten 
Thousand Villages. Eva was a member of Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church, New Hamburg.

Eva hosted many people in her home in New 
Hamburg including three international interns 
from Germany, Colombia, and Japan who worked 
at Ten Thousand Villages. These young women 
stayed in touch with Eva for decades afterwards — 
clearly, Eva created a very welcoming home during 
their time in Canada. Eva enjoyed gardening and 
had many flower beds around the house and yard 
at 60 Weber St., New Hamburg. When her chil-
dren were young, Eva and Vernon took them on 
numerous camping trips across Northern Ontario, 
the Atlantic Provinces, Western Canada and the 
United States. Eva and Vernon travelled together 
frequently to visit their children and grandchil-
dren in Ottawa, ON and in Vancouver & Tofino, BC.

Visitation was held at the Mark Jutzi Funeral 
Home, New Hamburg, on Wednesday February 
15 at 1pm. The funeral service, also at the Mark 
Jutzi Funeral Home, commenced at 2:30 followed 
by a reception. Live streaming of the service was 
available. Memorial donations may be made to 
Mennonite Central Committee, Nithview Home or 
to a charity of one's choice.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
AUSTIN, Janet

It is with sincere sadness 
that the family of Janet 
Ruth Austin announce 
her peaceful passing, 
at Greenwood Court in 
Stratford, on February 10, 
2023.

Janet was born at Stratford 
73 years ago, on October 6, 
1949, to parents Robert and 
Ruth (Stahle) Heinbuch.  
She will be lovingly re-

membered by her brothers Craig Heinbuch 
(Barbara), Paul Heinbuch (Janet), Ross Heinbuch 
(Millie) and Ron Heinbuch (Margaret).  She is also 
survived by 7 nieces and nephews, 8 great niec-
es and nephews, and other family members and 
friends.

Janet was predeceased by her loving husband, Joe 
Austin and her parents.

The exceptional care and compassion provided to 
Janet from Stratford General Hospital, recently, 
and from Greenwood Court Nursing Home these 
past ten years is gratefully appreciated by the 
family.

A memorial service will be held on Sunday, 
February 19, 2023 in the Auditorium at Greenwood 
Court, 90 Greenwood Dr., Stratford, and beginning 
at 2:00 p.m.

In memory of Janet’s life donations can be made to 
Greenwood Court or the Canadian Cancer Society 
through the Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock, by 
calling 519-655-2431. Personal condolences can be 
posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Shirray
In loving memory of Karen who passed 

away on February 19th, 2018

Loved and missed by Doug, Lynda, Bryan 
and families

IN MEMORIAM
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Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

February 14: Happy birthday to 
Rob McLeod, Liz Raymer and Elea-
nor Raymer and anniversaries for 
Leah and Jarod Adams (5th) and 
Scott and Katie Hamilton (8th).

February 15: Happy birthday to 
Ryder Brenneman (15), Joshua 
Wettlaufer (20), Caitlyn Burchatzki 
(23), and Karen Wirth.

February 16: Happy birthday to 
Wyatt Becker (17), Ethan Becker 
(17)

February 18: Happy birthday to Vi-
enna Kalbfleisch (2), Danielle Kro-
pf (8), Rhys Neumeister (20), Na-
than McQueen (22), Willie Elzinga 
(65), and Katie Hamilton, and anni-
versaries for Jeff and Ann Skubow-
ius (34th).

February 20: Happy birthday to Jeff 
Wagner.

February 21: Happy birthday to 
Makai Roth (9), Brianna Kropf (11), 
Isla Romano (20), and anniversary 
for James and Lindsay Parr (16th).

February 22: Happy birthday to 
Benjamin Church (13), Devon 
Smelski (15), and Lori Snider.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a 
special day coming up? Let us know 
at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or 
wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear 
in our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
listing or to arrange for a special an-
nouncement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What is the name of the science dedicated to the 
study and knowledge of wines? 

2)In which part of your body would you find the 
cruciate ligament?

3)What is the name of the main antagonist in the 
Shakespeare play Othello?

4)What element is denoted by the chemical symbol 
Sn in the periodic table?

5)Name the Coffee shop in US sitcom Friends.

6)In what year did The Beatles split up?

7)Which two country singers famously sang together 
on 1983 song Islands in the Stream?

8)Which US state was Joe Biden born in?

9)Who is next in line to the British throne after King 
Charles III?

10)What number is a baker's dozen?

Answers found on page 34

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

February 6-13, 2013 Edition (10 years 
ago)

As the Canadian one-cent coin exits circu-
lation, shoppers will only be affected when 
making transactions in cash, as amounts 
will be rounded to the nearest five cent 
figure. Over time and with rising labour, 
metal, manufacturing and distribution 
costs, the penny is now worth only about 
one-twentieth of its original value since it 
was first minted back in 1908. Each pen-
ny now costs more than 1.6 cents to make 
and, once fully phased out of circulation, 
the federal government estimates ongo-
ing savings to the taxpayer of $11 million 
a year.

With the invasion of the Emerald Ash 
Borer in Oxford County, Township of East 
Zorra-Tavistock staff have completed a 
comprehensive inventory of ash trees on 
the road rights-of-way and in Township 
parks. Several small trees in the Tavistock 
Queen’s Park will be removed.

February 5-12, 2003 Edition (20 years 
ago)

On February 1, 2003, Oxford MPP Er-
nie Hardeman presented Golden Jubilee 
Medals to 18 Oxford County recipients, 
including Tavistock area residents Mrs. 
Shirley Hanlon and Mr. David J. B. Stock.

Urgent notice regarding the Tavistock 
Tennis Club: Due to failing membership 
and also increasing hydro and insurance 
costs, the future of the club is in jeopar-
dy. To help save the club, any interested 
persons could purchase memberships by 
April 1st, volunteer to join the executive, 
volunteer to give lessons, or help arrange 
for corporate sponsorship to help cover 
costs.

At the annual meeting of the Tavistock 
Agricultural Society held on January 27, 
PresidentJoan Scheerer presented Perry 
Keller with an Agricultural Service Diplo-
ma Merit Award.

The East Zorra Junior Farmers honoured 
Tavistock resident John Schultz with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award on February 
1, 2003. John was president of the associa-
tion in 1963-64 and a members from 1956 
to 1968.

February 9-16, 1983 Edition (40 years 
ago)

The Tavistock Public School will go ahead 
with the second phase of its fundraising 
drive toward the purchase of a computer 

for the school.

James Pletsch, age 21, of Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, has been making a name for 
himself in the past couple of years in mo-
torcycle racing. James placed second over-
all for the 1982 season in his expert class 
in the WERA series at Gratton, Michigan.

Following the Tavistock Jets girls’ hockey 
game on Sunday afternoon, the annual 
presentation of the Linda Hohner Memo-
rial trophy took place at the Tavistock Are-
na. This year it was a more special event 
than previous, as the recipient was Bren-
da (Hohner) Smith, elder sister of the late 
Linda Hohner for whom the award was 
named after she lost her life in a tragic ac-
cident on September 4, 1972.

February 6-13, 1963 Edition (60 years 
ago)

For the second time in less than a year, 
Canadians will go to the polls to elect 
a federal government. Parliament was 
formally dissolved last Wednesday, and 
Monday, April 8, was announced as the 
date of polling. The minority Progressive 
Conservative government of John Diefen-
baker was defeated the previous night on 
a non-confidence vote following a tense 
week of international defence dispute, 
and the resignation of Defence Minister 
Douglas Harkness.

The Old Gazettes
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Early Saw Mills on Plum Creek in Wilmot Township 

By Al Junker

Sawmills were one of the first industries 
established by early settlers. There were 
several reasons for this, one is the fact 
that large trees needed to be cleared in 
order to plant crops. Establishing a saw 
mill to cut these logs into lumber provid-
ed a source of income and enabled the 
famer to get rid of the logs they had just 
cleared. Saw mills were fairly simple to 
construct, often by the farmer with assis-
tance from a local blacksmith who man-
ufactured the basic machinery needed. A 
stream dammed to create a pond provid-
ed the power needed to run the saw mill. 
Several small streams in Wilmot were 
utilized. One such steam was Plum Creek 
which starts south of Baden and empties 
into the Nith River south of Haysville, just 
past the location of Holiday Beach Trailer 
Camp.

Today, Plum Creek is a small stream of 
water, but in the 1860s, it was dammed 
in several places and provided power 
for six or possibly seven saw mills. The 
creek consists of several tributaries, three 
of which had saw mills. The earliest mill 
appears to have been established in 1836 
by Joseph and Christian Nafziger. It was 
located on Lot 12, north of Bleams Road, 
across from Wilmot Centre Church. It has 
frequently been referred to as Meisel’s 
dam or mill. In 1850, the mill was taken 
over by Georg Jutzi and was later operat-
ed by Joseph Jutzi.

The decade of the 1840s had several 
saw mills commence operations on Plum 
Creek. Smith’s Canadian Gazetteer pub-
lished in 1846 listed nine saw mills in 
Wilmot Township. A large stand of trees 
known as the Wilmot Pinery was located 
along the Huron Road near present day 

Pinehill. The trees in the Pinery consisted 
of pine and oak, many of which were four 
feet in diameter. The area attracted the 
interest of Jacob Shantz who had settled 
in Waterloo Township in 1810. In 1830, he 
opened a saw mill in Waterloo Township. 
Between 1836 and 1847, he purchased 
three 200 acre lots on the south side of the 
Huron Road between Haysville and Pine-
hill. The first settler in the Wilmot Pinery 
was Jacob’s son Joseph Y. Shantz who ar-
rived in 1840. In 1843, Joseph started a 
saw mill on his land, Lot 16, Concession 
2, Block A. The magnificent trees were 
cleared, sawed into lumber, sold and then 
used to erect buildings in south Wilmot. 
The saw mill operated into the 1880s.

In 1840, John K. Hamacher built a mill at 
Lot 12 south of Bleams Road. It was locat-
ed across from the Nafziger saw mill on 
a tributary of Plum Creek. The mill was 
powered by a water turbine known as the 
“Little Giant.” It utilized an up and down 
saw to cut the logs rather than the more 
common circular saw. It was believed to 
be the last water powered mill operating 
in Waterloo County in 1918. In its later 
years it served as a chopping mill. It was 
dismantled in 1920. Remnants of the mill 
pond remain today beside Wilmot Centre 
Church. A photo of the mill can be found 
in Lorraine Roth’s book, The Amish and 
Their Neighbours: The German Block, 
Wilmot Township 1822-1860.

In 1842, Eli Stauffer began a saw mill 
north of the Huron Road, upstream from 
Joseph Y. Shantz’s mill. It seems that it 
may be the mill which was later operat-
ed by Simon Shantz. This mill, like the 
Hamacher mill, utilized an up and down 
saw. In addition to cutting lumber, shin-
gles were also produced. Later it served 

as a chopping mill. Subsequent owners 
of the mill were John Bingeman, Ephraim 
Shantz and Manasseh Cressman. Appar-
ently, the dam broke away during Cress-
man’s ownership. This mill was located 
along Wilmot Centre Road across from Lo 
Lynd Farms (the Habel family.)

Another mill appears to have been situat-
ed south of the Simon Shantz mill. It was 
established in 1842 by Mr. Horn Stevens 
or Stephens. At some point, the mill was 
taken over by William Puddicombe. The 
1851 Census of Canada lists Puddicombe 
as the owner of a sawmill valued at ₤150 
and producing 200,000 feet of lumber. 
The exact location is not given. William 
Puddicombe had extensive land holdings 
in the Haysville area along the course of 
Plum Creek, including the land where 
Holiday Beach Trailer Camp is located 
today. There does not appear to be any 
reference to this mill in the 1861 Census.

Around 1848, Jacob Ratz established a 
saw mill on Lot 12, Concession 1, Block 
A. It was situated on a third tributary of 
Plum Creek. Since the flow of water here 
could not produce sufficient power, the 
mill was converted to a steam saw mill, 
and the water from the stream supplied 
the boiler. The mill was located on Sand-
hills Road at the dip between Huron Road 
and Witmer Road. This area was referred 
to as “Possum Hollow.” Valentine Ratz was 
born on this farm and later served as the 
MP for the riding of North Middlesex and 
later was appointed to the Senate by Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier.

A second saw mill on this tributary was 
started by Jacob Becker. This mill was lo-
cated on Lot 14, Concession 1, Block A, 
across the road from the Pinehill School. 
Becker was the lead sawyer for Joseph 

Y. Shantz before he left to establish his 
own mill. However, the water flow at this 
location was not able to power the mill, 
so it too became a steam saw mill. The 
date for the establishment of this mill is 
not known, although Becker is listed as a 
sawmiller at Lot 14, Concession 1, Block A 
in the 1861 Census.

The 1851 Census of Canada reported that 
there were thirteen saw mills operating 
in Wilmot Township, all of which were 
water powered except for one. Six (or 
seven) of these saw mills were located on 
Plum Creek. The number of saw mills had 
increased by four from the nine that were 
reported in Smith’s Gazetteer in 1846. 
Unfortunately, the only mill that appears 
to have reported details of operation in 
1851 was William Puddicome’s.

In 1861, Geo R. and G.M. Tremaine’s map 
of Waterloo County shows the location of 
several of the mills on Plumb Creek and 
its tributaries. The mills run by Joseph Y. 
Shantz, Simon Shantz, John Hamacher, 
George Jutzi, Jacob Becker (W & S Moore 
farm) and Jacob Ratz are all found on this 
map. The corresponding mill ponds are 
also found for the water powered mills. 
There is no location for William Puddi-
combe’s saw mill on the Tremaine map 
leading one to assume it had ceased op-
eration or it was missed by the Tremaines 
when they compiled their map.

Although a low flowing stream today, 
Plum Creek served as the power source 
for several saw mills from the 1840s to 
the 1860s. The large stand of pine and 
oak trees known as the Wilmot Pinery ap-
pears to be the reason so many saw mills 
were set up in the rural area between 
Haysville, Wilmot Centre and Pinehill.
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See Us for High 
Quality Custom 

Designed Plaques

Family Owned by the Steinmann Family for 57 years.  
In 1969 the Foundry was moved from Preston to the former Hahn 

Brass Works on Waterloo St., New Hamburg. In 1996 a 42,000 square 
foot foundry was built on Hamilton Road. A symbol of their success.

Core business of Riverside Brass is manufacturing a wide range of 
industrial castings for fire protection, electrical & water related  customers

Riverside Brass continues to build 
on a tradition of casting excellence 

in New Hamburg

55 Hamilton Road, New Hamburg
Phone: 519-662-2500

www.riversidebrass.com

Heritage Day event in Wilmot taking place February 
22 at the Wilmot Recreation Complex

Optimist Club of Petersburg celebrates 40 years

By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot will celebrate 
Heritage Day 2023 at the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. This 
year’s event will feature lectures by Gary 
Warrick and Tanya-Hill Montour.

The Township has held a Heritage Day 
event for the past few decades, except 
during the pandemic when an online plat-
form was provided. “This is the first year 
it is held on a Wednesday and that it has a 

lecture to accompany,” noted Curator Sher-
ri Gropp.

When asked what she hopes visitors take 
away from the event, Gropp said, “A better 
understanding of the landscapes and life 
in this area before European settlement.”

The event will take place in the community 
room. From 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., attendees can 
enjoy local heritage displays representing 
many different topics and themes. Displays 
will cover various heritage groups such as 

Waterloo Historical Society, Wilmot Heri-
tage Fire Brigades, North Waterloo Branch 
of the ACO (Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario), Tree Trust (REEP), Wilmot Ec-
umenical Working Group on Indigenous/
Settler Relations, and Dickson & Bruce 
Productions Where History Meets Mystery.

From 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., there will be two lec-
turers, including Gary Warrick, Professor 
Emeritus of the Department of Archaeol-
ogy and Heritage Studies at Wilfrid Lauri-
er University and Tanya Hill-Montour, an 

Archaeology Supervisor of the Six Nations 
of the Grand River. They will explore and 
explain the rich archaeological history of 
Wilmot Township, with a focus on Indig-
enous and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.

From 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., there will be refresh-
ments offered, including Baden Coffee and 
cookies. Visitors will get the opportunity to 
ask questions to the lecturer and check out 
the heritage displays.

Everyone is welcome to this free event.

By Veronica Reiner

The Optimist Club of Petersburg is celebrat-
ing 40 years since its establishment on Feb-
ruary 16.

Charter members include Warren Bechthold, 
John Gutscher, Jim Mahoney, Bill Wettlaufer, 
Ross Ristau, Paul Tufford and Gary Spoar, 
who are still members today.

The group wanted the opportunity to thank 
the community for making this all possible, 
and supporting the organization for the past 
40 years and into the future.

“The Optimist Club of New Dundee came to 
Petersburg 40 years ago, with the idea that 
Petersburg could use an Optimist Club to 
serve the youth in the community,” said War-
ren. “Over about two to three months, there 
were 40 guys that signed the paperwork, and 
the club was officially organized on February 
16, 1983.”

The Optimist Club of Petersburg helped to 
organize and sponsor about nine other Op-
timist clubs. They have also held countless 
fundraisers to support the community, in-
cluding dances, Byrd Daze, fertilizer sales, 
raffles like shopping sprees, 50/50 draws, 
Hasenpfeffer Dinner, Valentine’s Dinner, 
BBQ at car shows, Big Tent event, Drive by 
Dinners and the Breakfast in the Park.

Breakfast in the Park has been ongoing since 
the summer 1983, when attendance was 70 to 
90 people. The community has helped grow 
this to 400 to 600 people for the Father’s Day 
Breakfast, along with a car show attendance 
of 1,800 people.

“It’s helping out kids in the community, as 
well as building friendships and camaraderie 
with other members, whether it’s in Peters-
burg, or other Optimist clubs like New Ham-
burg or in New Dundee… you give a little bit, 
you get a lot more back,” said Warren.

The fundraisers held have support many 
groups, organizations and families, includ-
ing Scouts, Girl Guides, bike rodeos, sports 
teams (hockey, soccer, baseball and rin-
gette), London Children’s Hospital (cancer 
unit), Grand River Hospital (pediatric unit), 
families with children with cancer, Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre, Interfaith Counsel-
ling (youth counselling), Lutherwood (youth 
counselling), disaster relief programs and 
much more.

Club members go above and beyond for 
members in the community. They built a 
handicap ramp for a senior from Morning-
side Retirement Village in New Hamburg. 
“We have helped people in similar situations 
with their mobility,” said Warren.

One of the group’s most visible projects hap-
pened in 1989 when we worked with the 
Petersburg Park’s board to build the picnic 

shelter and renovate and enlarge the at-
tached building. Without this, countless fam-
ily picnics, ball tournaments and the Break-
fast in the Park could not happen each year.

The Petersburg Optimist Club holds one 
business meeting and one social meeting per 
month, where the club members go out for 
dinner. The meetings are typically from Sep-
tember until the end of May.

Warren said the summers are busy for the 
club. “From the end of May until the end of 
August, we can do anywhere between 18 to 
20 barbecue events in that three month pe-
riod,” he said.

The club also votes on various topics, such as 
which charities will benefit from the Peters-
burg Optimist Club and how much money 
will be donated. Every member gets a voice. 
“Everything is discussed and voted on, the 
process is democratic, it’s whatever the ma-
jority feels is right,” said Warren. “That’s the 
way we operate.”

In addition to Petersburg residents, club 
members come from across Ontario, includ-
ing Wellesley, Kitchener, Cambridge, Grand 
Bend and Peterborough. “A lot of members 
have lived in Petersburg, or they have a 
friend from Petersburg and joined because 
of that friend,” said Warren.

Charter members include Jack Agnew, Bill 
Kleinschmidt, Terry Puloski, Roger Bech-
thold, Brian Knipfel, Ross Ristau, Warren 
Bechthold, Harry Knipfel, Clare Roth, Tony 
Bezpaly, Irvin Knipfel, Allan Scharlach, Earl 
Brandon, John Knipfel, Ernie Schofield, Bill 
Chopiak, Peter Knipfel George Schmalz, 
Marten Feeny, Keith Kraan, Ted Scott, Vince 
Foreman Jr., Henrey Kraus, Jerry Smith, 
Randy Delaney, Terry Letson, Gord Spiegl-
berg, Ken Griese, Jeff Lobb, Gary Spoar, John 
Gutscher, Jim Mahoney, Paul Tufford, John 
Hinton, Brian Maurice, Bill Wettlaufer, Jake 
Hooisma, Ross Mueller, Bob Uhrig and Steve 
Palmer.

Current members include J.P. Arnold, Al Ma-
cisaac, Ross Ristau (charter member), Stew-
art Bechthold, Bill Madill, Pete Speek, Warren 
Bechthold (charter member), Jim Mahoney 
(charter member), Gary Spoar (charter mem-
ber), Glen Bryans, Steve Malleck, Mike Tay-
lor, Burt Currie, Stan Morawski, Bill Thorne, 
Sandor Dosman, Jim Pipe, Mike Tufford, John 
Gutscher (charter member), Don Reimens, 
Paul Tufford (charter member), Sandra Hep-
ditch and Bill Wettlaufer (charter member).

“Thank you again for your support of the 
Optimist Club of Petersburg in our first 40 
years,” said President Jim Pipe in a letter ac-
knowledging the accomplishment. “Together 
we can continue to serve the youth and the 
community in which we live for a better to-
morrow.”

The Petersburg Optimist Club. Front left to right: Warren Bechthold – charter member, 
John Gutscher – charter member, Paul Tufford – charter member, and Jim Pipe – Presi-
dent. Back left to right: Stewart Bechthold, Mike Tufford, Al MacIsaac, Pete Speek, Sandor 
Dosman, J.P. Arnold, Steve Malleck, and Danny Cinarlili. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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Is Valentine’s Day Obsolete?

Nancy Maitland, Wellesley Township 
Heritage and Historical Society

Judging by the advertising on TV and on-
line and the last minute lineups for flow-
ers at the grocery stores, Valentine’s Day 
continues to be popular … at least with 
older generations. Schools, on the other 

hand, are rethinking the “celebration of 
love.” One school in Kitchener decided 
not to celebrate and asked students not to 
bring cards or treats to school on that day. 
Time will tell if this decision is repeated 
elsewhere.

Back in the day, children got excited about 

the prospect of giving and receiving cards 
and notes, perhaps to or from a secret ad-
mirer. Teachers got in the act too. Cards 
ranged from fancy “store bought” to per-
haps more sincere home-made cards. And 
of course, cards and gifts were exchanged 
by grownups too.

The Wellesley Township Heritage and 
Historical Society collections contains ex-
amples of all kinds of cards – large, fancy 
Victorian hearts; solemn heartfelt confes-
sions of love; smart-alecky postcards and 
of course, homemade treasures. Here are 
a few of our “treasures.”

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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OVER 60 YEARS 
IN BUSINESS  
AND IT ALL STARTED HERE

WE BRING FOOD TO YOUR FAMILY’S TABLE

recruiting@erbgroup.com — 1-800-461-5299

INTERESTED IN A CAREER WITH US?  
Visit — https://erbgroup.com/heritage

Now hiring: AZ/DZ Drivers, 310T&J Mechanic 
and Apprentices, Dock & Yard Worker, Logistic 
Professionals and much more!



20 Thursday, February 16, 2023 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Whisked up in Wilmot - Food Exhibit at Castle 
Kilbride 

By Taylor Hynes, Museum Assistant

Nothing brings people closer together 
than food! Wilmot has produced many 
fine food products. Whether it was in 
the family home or produced to distrib-
ute globally, Wilmot takes the cake… and 
cheese… and butter!

This year, Castle Kilbride is excited to 
announce its 2023 exhibit, Whisked Up 
in Wilmot: All About Food! With this ex-
citing exhibit, guests will be welcomed to 
explore foods and food productions from 
pre-settlement to today that influence 
Wilmot. Focuses include industries, pro-
duce, beverages, ornate food service piec-
es and cultural influences!

Alongside the popular foods farmed in 
the area, such as apples and industries 
like creameries, guests will also be shown 
examples of cherished recipes from local 
families of the area. These recipes range 
from elaborate dinners to sugary treats 
bound to excite everyone’s sweet tooth! 
Included is an example of a recipe for 
Welsh Rarebit from the Livingston Ar-
chives at Castle Kilbride. Welsh Rarebit 
is a dish consisting of a hot cheese-based 
sauce served over slices of toasted bread, 
in the case of this recipe, hot soda biscuits.

In addition to Whisked Up in Wilmot: All 
About Food, Castle Kilbride will also be 
exhibiting Say Cheese in the Belvedere 
Gallery. This display will highlight the 

many creamery and cheese factories of 
Wilmot’s past through wonderful photo-
graphs from the museum’s collection.

Castle Kilbride is pleased to present this 
fun and entertaining display that is sure 
to work up an appetite! We welcome you 
and your family to enjoy this exciting 
exhibit from March 15 to December 30, 
2023.

Say Cheese – History of the Baden Cheese 
Factory

The museum could not have an exhibit 
about food and not mention the cheese 
industry! The museum boasts a large col-
lection of photographs from the Baden 
Cheese Factory in particular.

The Baden Cheese Factory was owned 
and operated by the Gingerich family 
for nearly a century. The factory began 
around 1905 with one employee work-
ing out of a garage. In 1915 the company 
purchased an old hotel on Synder’s Road 
and started making cheese and butter in 
the beer cellars. The cheese gained quick 
favour with residents, with cheddar and 
Limburger being the most popular. At its 
height, the factory once produced 5,000 
pounds of potent Limburger cheese! They 
introduced new types of cheese over the 
time, like Baden Colby, which received 
numerous national awards! The Baden 
Cheese Factory’s churned out cheese un-
til 1998.
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140 years
and still here for you!

Over

Brad Schneller Collection

By Taylor Hynes, Museum Assistant

In November of 2022, Castle Kilbride was 
excited to accept a generous donation 
from a former resident of Baden, Brad 
Schneller. Schneller’s donation is an im-
pressive collection of items used on his 
family farm located on Snyder’s Road 
South in Baden as well as other items 
from Wilmot Township.

One of the first items in the donation was 
a large cast iron school bell which sat atop 
S.S. #13 Baden School house. S.S. #13 was 
a four room, two-storey schoolhouse built 
in 1886 on Snyder’s Road East. It served 
as a school until 1956 and then was later 

demolished in 1997. The bell is believed 
to be American made and would have 
been a familiar sound for many genera-
tions of children growing up in Baden!

Another item donated by Schneller was 
a glass quart milk bottle from Spruce 
Grove Dairy. Schneller’s father, J. Wilfred 
Schneller, inherited Baden Dairy from his 
parents, which he later renamed Spruce 
Grove Dairy. Spruce Grove was in opera-
tion from 1929 to 1943 and was known for 
its impressive purebred Ayrshire cattle 
herd. Ayrshire cattle were known for their 
higher butterfat production, which was 
ideal for the dairy. On the donated quart 
bottle, the dairy’s logo has been applied in 

an orange ACC decal which recommends 
buyers to “Drink More Ayrshire Milk.”

Lastly, Schneller donated an electric fenc-
er from the Baden Electric Fence Co. The 
Baden Electric Fence Co. was formed in 
1939 by J. Wilfred Schneller and Stuart 
Kuhn. The company started production 
in the back of Kuhn’s General Hardware 
Store but later moved to a larger building 
on Snyder’s Road West beside the origi-
nal Opera House when product demand 
grew. The donated fencer unit is a weath-
er-proof squared metal box that would 
have held four dry cell batteries (6 volts), 
which would have provided a charge to 
farm fencing. Baden Electric Fence Co. 

compared their product to “the modern 
watchdog” as a small safe charge would 
keep animals within their pastures.

In addition to these items, Schneller’s 
donation also includes an apple butter 
rake, apple drying rack, tree sap collec-
tion bucket, maple syrup thermometer, 
and mallet used to make sauerkraut. All 
of these artifacts are wonderful examples 
of food preparation tools that were used 
to make some of the most popular foods 
in Wilmot. Many of Schneller’s donations 
will be on display in Castle Kilbride’s 
newest exhibit, Whisked Up in Wilmot: 
All About Food, on exhibit from March 15 
to December 30, 2023.
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History of the former B-W Feed & Seed mill building

By Veronica Reiner

In about two years or so, the former B-W 
Feed & Seed mill building in downtown 
New Hamburg will become an afford-
able housing project called the Mill Block 
Community. It will be a new use for the 
building with a rich and storied past.

The building was sold to the Love Your 
Neighbours Communities (LYNC) group 
in October 2022. Before that, it was owned 
by Dave and Cindy Bender since 2012.

“We sold all of our property that we had 
downtown New Hamburg to LYNC - two 
parcels, the parcel at 183 Mill Street that 
is the old feed mill, LYNC has purchased,” 
explained Dave. “We had a warehouse 
at 88 Huron Street, and LYNC has pur-
chased that as well.”

B-W Feed and Seed produces feed for all 
facets of commercial livestock. The busi-
ness was established in 1966 by Dave’s 
father and an uncle, and the family pur-
chased the mill building in 1972.

The history of the building dates back 
to the 1800s. The town of New Hamburg, 
similar to many early settlements, was 
built around a feed mill. “The first grist 
flour mill was built in New Hamburg, and 
that’s the reason the dam was put in - the 
town built up around it,” said Dave.

Settlement in Wilmot was in its very first 
decade. In 1833, Josiah Cushman arrived 
and received a grant of land, including 
the right to build a dam on the river to 
use its power. Early settlers needed grain 
milling and timber sawing. These services 
were to be provided by Cushman for the 
construction of the dam and mill.

Unfortunately, in the summer of 1834, a 
cholera epidemic swept through the area, 
and killed Cushman, his wife and chil-
dren. In early 1837, the property was sold 
to mortgage holder, Absalom Shade, an 
influential businessman from Galt with 
substantial holdings and political inter-
ests.

Shade sold the New Hamburg mill and 
water rights to William Scott in 1845. 
within a few more years, Scott began to 
construct a new mill. A mill race was built 
to power the operation, about a third of 
a mile long, to lead water from the dam, 
north through the new mill and down-
stream to the river. This formed a loop 
around what was to become the present 
business area.

According to census records, the mill was 
a substantial operation and was sold to 

the Messrs within a few years. William 
Scott reacquired the operation for a time, 
and eventually sold it to the firm of Park-
er and Wilson in early 1864. Scott and his 
family left to live in New Zealand. After 
about 10 years, Parker and Wilson sold 
the mill to Samuel Merner and John Wil-
son. Merner was a pioneer resident of 
the area since 1837 and was a prominent 
businessman. He bought out his partner’s 
interest in 1879, leased it, then sold it to 
his brother, Fred.

Fred Merner carried on until leasing 
the operation to Joseph Laird and James 
Hamilton in 1888. A boiler explosion se-
verely damaged the three story frame 
building in 1889. Fred rebuilt the mill, 
then sold it to his brother, Christian. Once 
again, for some years, several different 
people operated the mill.

“There was a fire at the turn of the cen-
tury,” said Dave. “In 1904, it was opened 
up in the building that is currently there.”

In 1902, the frame building was complete-
ly destroyed by a fire. After that, no mill-
ing activity took place and the property 
was not used for about two years. This 
all changed when the Stuart brothers of 
Mitchell acquired the property and built 
the present three storey brick structure, 
which remains today. The company was 
incorporated as Stuart Brothers Ltd. four 
years later, then carried on until selling 
to New Hamburg Flour Mills Ltd. early in 
1922.

The new company was headed by Mr. and 
Mrs. A.H. Otto, J.G. Wolverton and Mrs. 
E.D. Luckhardt. The owners were Abra-
ham Otto and Charles Eidt until 1936. 
After that, Wm. Knechtel and Sons, a Ha-
nover firm, took it over until 1962, when it 
became New Hamburg Mills Ltd.

Its successor became Great Star Flour of 
St. Marys. Earl Bender and Cecil Wagler 
purchased the building in 1972, seeing it 
as the right time to expand and diversify. 
Their business had outgrown the Huron 
Street buildings, and the farmers were 
requesting bulk feed delivery. Their lo-
cation to the mill facility allowed B-W to 
take on the Shur Gain Franchise, produce 
bulk feeds and offer broader service of 
grinding and mixing feeds. It also allowed 
them to expand the product line to in-
clude fencing supplies, farm seeds, hard-
ware, animal health products and lawn 
and garden seeds.

The customer base expanded, and a feed 
store and warehouse in Bright was op-
erated in 1987 to better serve customers 

in that area. In 1990, growth prompt-
ed the move of lawn and garden seeds, 
along with pet foods and pet supplies, to 
the building at 88 Huron Street. Up un-
til then, that building had been leased to 
various other businesses. The opening of 
Heritage Pet and Garden Counter allowed 
for more expansion of pet food lines, and 
lawn and garden supplies. In 1991, the 
E.G. Budd & Son store in Stratford was 
purchased to serve customers in that area 
with similar products as Heritage Pet & 
Garden.

In 1994, B-W entered a joint venture with 
another established feed mill to purchase 
the former hybrid turkey feed mill near 
Elmira. The mill, renamed as BWS Feeds, 
was another asset to the already estab-

lished and growing business. The grow-
ing hog business prompted B-W to start 
Phoenix Pork Inc. hog contracting busi-
ness with farmers in 1999. This was locat-
ed at 183 Mill Street.

B-W Feed and Seed has seen many 
changes over the years. They sold the E.G 
Budd & Son store in 2000, and in 2005, 
interests in the BWS facility were also 
sold. The Bright store, in operation for 18 
years, closed in October 2005 because of 
the decline in livestock numbers in that 
area.

Earl and Ferne Bender and Cecil and Reta 
Wagler retired, and passed the manage-
ment of the B-W Feed and Seed to their 
sons, Dave Bender and Evan Wagler.

“We hope to breathe life back into this incredible building” “We hope to breathe life back into this incredible building” 
was the vision Marie Voisin had when she purchasedwas the vision Marie Voisin had when she purchased

this Heritage site in 2014this Heritage site in 2014

During the restoration, a lot of history was discovered inside this During the restoration, a lot of history was discovered inside this 
1872 structure at 214 Mill Street, New Hamburg such as old children’s 1872 structure at 214 Mill Street, New Hamburg such as old children’s 

shoes,century-old wallpaper, tin and hand painted ceilings and much more.shoes,century-old wallpaper, tin and hand painted ceilings and much more.

The hotel was totally gutted and now features both the restored original yellow 
brick and new red brick and is home to 12 elegant one bedroom apartments for 
seniors; the main floor features commercial space with a bakery, travel agency, 

nano brewery, and restaurant/bar.

Marie’s passion to restore this jewel earned her many regional and                           
provincial awards. 

To read more on her incredible journey and the Imperial visit: www.imperialnewhamburg.com

Some historical photos of the former B-W Feed & Seed mill building. It will now become an affordable housing project called the Mill Block Community. (Photos contributed)
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The Livingston Presbyterian Church

The Livingston Presbyterian Church in 
Baden, Wilmot Township opened in 1895. 
It is the only Presbyterian church in Wil-
mot. It was designated under Part IV of 
The Ontario Heritage Act in June 2015.

The designation means the building's 

historical features are protected and 
cannot be demolished or altered without 
permission from Wilmot Township, as ad-
vised by Heritage Wilmot.

 The building is an example of Gothic Re-
vival styling, with pointed arches and a 

variety of window types, including many 
arched windows of varying sizes. The 
building’s tower, gables, corner parapets 
and louvres are also unique. These fea-
tures mark the church as an example of 
an architectural style no longer used.

The church has housed the Masonic 
Lodge since 1951 and its interior is dec-
orated with furnishings more than 100 
years old.

The church as of January 23. (Photo credit: Charles Okum)

Wilmot celebrates Black History Month
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Every February, Canadians across the 
country participate in Black History 
Month events that explore the experi-
ences and celebrate the accomplishments 
and legacy of Black Canadians.

2023 marked the 28th official Black His-
tory Month, with the theme this year as 
“Ours to Tell,” which encourages the shar-
ing of many stories of Black Canadians’ 
success, sacrifice and triumph like Lin-
coln Alexander.

A leader in the fight for racial equity, Al-
exander was the first Black member of 
Parliament in 1968, as well as the first 
Black federal Cabinet Minister (as federal 
Minister of Labour), the first Black Chair 
of the Worker’s Compensation Board of 
Ontario, and the 24th Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ontario from 1985 to 1991. He was 
the first person to serve five terms as the 
Chancellor of the University of Guelph 
from 1991 to 2007, and was also a gover-
nor of the Canadian Unity Council.

“Black History Month is an opportunity 
for us to recognize and celebrate the con-
tributions Black Canadians make to our 
communities’ quality of life”, said Town-
ship of Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen. 
“People of African and Caribbean descent 
have greatly contributed to the cultural, 
economic, political and social develop-

ment of communities across the coun-
try and Black History Month is a time to 
learn more about their stories.”

Throughout the month of February, the 
Township of Wilmot will be sharing the 
stories of influential Black Canadians 
on the township social media platforms, 
including Facebook and Twitter. Links 
to educational information and events 
across the Waterloo Region are also avail-
able on the township website at www.wil-
mot.ca/BlackHistoryMonth.

The commemoration of Black History 
Month dates back to 1926, when Harvard 
education African American historian 
Carter G. Woodson proposed setting aside 
a time devoted to honour the accomplish-
ments of people of African Americans 
and to heightening awareness of Black 
history in the United States. This led to 
the establishment of Negro History Week 
in 1926. The celebration of Black history 
in Canada began shortly thereafter.

During the 1970s, the week became 
known as Black History Week and was 
expanded into Black History Month in 
1976. In December 1995, the House of 
Commons officially and unanimously rec-
ognized February as Black History Month 
in Canada following a motion introduced 
by the first Black Canadian woman elect-
ed to Parliament, Jean Augustine. Carter G. Woodson. (Photo credit: Encyclopedia Brittanica)
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165 King Street, Kitchener
(former Budd’s Department Store)
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Ralph Shantz with the History of Shantz Mennonite 
Church in Waterloo County

By Gary West

Even though it’s been years since he’s been Mayor of 
Wilmot Township, and involved in the initial stages of 
regional government in Waterloo County, Ralph Shantz 
is still very much an active historian. He is someone who 
cares immensely about the heritage of the Wilmot com-
munity and the people and places in it. 

Over a coffee recently, the 88-year-old Shantz wanted 
to add to the story that this writer undertook last Octo-
ber when the new Shantz Mennonite Church, north of 
Baden on Erb's Road, had its grand opening inviting the 
public to the open house of the new ultra modern Shantz 
Church.

The following notes delve into the interesting history of 
the church.

Among the earliest settlers in Waterloo county was 
George R. Schmitt and his brother, John. They came from 
Germany to Buffalo in 1828 and then relocated to Wilm-
ot Township on the farm opposite from where the Shantz 
church now stands. At that time, it was called the Schmitt 
meeting house and first began in the early 1830s. 

The log building also served as a schoolhouse with 
George Schmitt as its teacher. It is a little unclear wheth-
er the first congregation was started by George Schmitt 
or by bishop Benjamin Eby. What is clear is that bish-
op Eby greatly influenced Schmitt and the early Shantz 
church.

George Schmitt who was of German-Lutheran descent, 
worked for Benjamin Eby, and most likely Bishop Eby in-
fluenced him to accept the Mennonite faith. He was bap-
tized in 1840. Six months later George Schmitt, the first 
minister of the congregation which met in the Schmitt 
school house, was ordained by Bishop Benjamin Eby. 
The early church was attended by the Jonas Shantz and 
the John Shantz families, as well as John K. Snyder and 
the George R. Schmitt families.

There were a number of marriages between the mem-
bers of the next generations.

Jonas Shantz and John Shantz were both sons of Chris-
tian Shantz. Jonas married Hannah Snyder and they 
moved to lot 15 on Erb's Road several lots west of the 
Schmitt farm. He cleared the land which his father had 
bought as crown land from the government. He and his 
wife had eight children. John C Shantz, married and then 
settled on an adjoining farm on lot 14. He and his wife 
Anna had 12 children.

Descendants from these founding families now form the 

fifth and sixth generation, who still attend Shantz church 
today. However, the number of different family names 
had increased to 25 by 1960, and by 50 total by the be-
ginning of the year 2000. The family tree includes many 
of the Shantz and Schmitt families.

In 1853, David Shantz and his wife, Barbara donated 
a parcel of land on which to build a church. Later that 
year, the congregation from the log Schmitt meeting 
house moved across Erb's Road into a new stone church 
building. This reflected the trend towards having proper 
churches, instead of all purpose meeting houses. 

As was common in many area Mennonite churches, the 
donors family name was used by the congregation. The 
church was known as the Shantz meeting house, and 

around the turn of the century, the name changed to sim-
ply Shantz church. 

Ralph Shantz, along with being a historian, a Wilmot 
township Mayor, and a prosperous EGG farmer, spent 
years as a director with Egg farmers of Ontario in its 
early years. He has to be commended for preserving the 
history of the past that include the Shantz Mennonite 
church of today. His wife Dorothy, who passed away in 
late November, brought the Schmitt name into full circle 
with the Shantz’s and Ralph will say she was more an 
historian than he. 

Note: the Schmitt name in some families is now spelled 
Schmidt as in the large financial gift given by Harold and 
Enid Schmidt, to build the new Shantz Church.

Above; former Wilmot Mayor Ralph Shantz looking over his scrap book with detailed histo-
ry of the area that includes much on his family and roots in the Shantz Mennonite Church 
on Erbs Road west of Waterloo and north-east of Baden. The first Shantz brick church built in 1853.
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Renovating the one room Irish School in North 
Easthope Township
By Gary West

With this heritage edition of the Gazette, 
it’s of interest to recognize some of the 
old one room schools in North Easthope 
Township of Perth County.

In years gone by, the one and two room 
schools went by the United School Sec-
tions and in this story, we’re referring to 
U.S.S. #6, which was built at the turn of the 
century and became known as the Irish 
school, situated northeast of Stratford on 
what is now known as Line 37 (Vivian St.)

Many settlers in the area were from Irish 
descent and the school ran until 1967, 
when it was declared redundant by the 
school board. 

In 1977, Dave and Candy Logan of Strat-
ford bought the one acre property with 
the idea of converting the school house 
into their residence. Upon further study, 
they concluded the building was too close 
to the road, and learned it would cost too 
much at the time to renovate. They opted 
to build a new house toward the back of 
the lot, where they still live today.

In the summer of 2022, Dave and Can-
dy‘s son, Barry, felt that restoring the old 
school was something he’d like to under-
take, to preserve the past. With the help of 
friends, he began the operation of clean-
ing the brick and restoring the school to 
its original state inside.

The Logans, apart from putting glass back 
in all of the windows, and adding a steel 
roof in 1980, have left the school much 
like it was originally. They say that reg-
ularly, former teachers and students stop 
in and ask to view the interior. A former 
teacher walked to the centre of the class-
room, and on the floor, pointed to the 
burn mark created by the wooden stove 
that once heated the building with wood, 
and warmed the students lunches.

Even though the restoration is ongoing, 
Barry Logan and his family would like to 
have the old school house restored, as an-
other one room school a couple miles to 
the east has done, the Brocksden school 
museum, where activities happen in the 
summer organized by an active group of 
former teachers and students. The U.S.S. #6 (the Irish School) in the process of being renovated to its original state by 

the present owners.

St. Agatha man achieves national fame in 1930 after 
building and flying a homemade plane
By Veronica Reiner

On January 30, 1930, Theodore Dietrich of St. Agatha 
achieved national fame when he built and flew a nine-
foot plane. He was one of the first men to fly a homemade 
airplane in Canada.

He flew the plane on a cold, snowy Monday, and circled 
500 feet in the air in the plane built by his brother and 
him. His craft was called the Skylark, and was powered by 
a four-cylinder motorcycle engine bought from a Toronto 
policeman. The plane weighed 325 pounds and had a 25-
foot wingspan. It was dismantled and sold to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force for cadet training in 1940.

Theodore was born in St. Agatha, a son of Louis Dietrich 
and Mary Bucheit. He was a lifelong member of St. Ag-
atha RC Church, serving the church in many capacities 
over the year. He was also on the board of directors of 
St. Mary’s Hospital and on the board of Catholic Social 
Services.

He was a former councillor and reeve of Wilmot town-
ship, was on the board of St. Agatha Children’s Village and 
was a founding member of the Greenwood Rod and Gun 
Club. He was past president of the K-W Flying Club and a 
member of Knights of Columbus, Waterloo Council.

Theodore was a proprietor of the Theodore Dietrich Ga-
rage in St. Agatha for 52 years, retiring in 1972. He was 
the husband of Louise Schummer, father of Ted and his 
wife Mary Ann of St. Agatha, Mary Pat (Mrs. Peter Diet-
rich) of Arlington Heights, brother of William and Edwin 
of St. Agatha, and Caroline, Mary Frances and Craig of 
Arlington Heights. He was predeceased by his first wife, 
Nellie Mayer in 1951 and by one sister.

(Photo: Dietrich’s Garage in St. Agatha c. 1929.)
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SPORTS —

Tyler Heimpel, captain of the 2008 championship Tavistock Royals, does the ceremonial puck 
drop at the team’s Alumni Night this past Saturday. (Photo credit: Trina Stewart Photography)

The Tavistock Royals bench. 

By Lee Griffi

If the Tavistock Royals can win on home 
ice this coming Saturday night, they will 
have punched their ticket to the second 
round of the WOAA AA playoffs. That, 
however, might not be an easy task. The 
Royals lead their quarter-final with Minto 
six points to four in a series that has seen 
the road team win all five games to date.

In Palmerston on Friday, Tavistock spotted 
the 81’s two goals by the 8:25 mark of the 
first period but roared back with three of 
their own in the final five minutes and for-
ty-eight seconds of the frame to take a 3-2 
lead and eventually a 5-3 win. Matt Zilke, 
Drew Gerth, and Sean Kienapple all found 

the back of the net, with Zilke adding his 
second of the night in the second period. 
An empty net goal from Callan Christner 
sealed the victory.

At home Saturday, the Royals led 2-1 
going into the third period, but the 81’s 
scored three straight to pull out a 4-2 win. 
Drew Gerth and Trevor Sauder scored for 
Tavistock, who outshot Minto 31 to 28. 
Collin Hartwick was assessed a five-min-
ute major penalty for charging in the sec-
ond period, leading to an 81’s powerplay 
marker.

On Sunday back in Palmerston, Kienapple 
scored the game winning goal at 13:48 of 
the third period as Tavistock edged out a 

4-2 win. Gerth tied the game at one with a 
second-period goal assisted by Kienapple 
and Patrick Vulgan. Mike Noyes chipped 
in with an unassisted goal to give the 
Royals a 2-1 lead after two. He would add 
an empty net goal with 40 seconds re-
maining in the third period.

Royals head coach Brad Stere says overall, 
the team’s play on the weekend was where 
he wanted it to be. “I am quite happy with 
the overall team play over the weekend. 
They came together, and everyone is con-
tributing to get the job done. We obviously 
would’ve liked a win at home in front of all 
the alumni and the good crowd, but with 
playoffs sometimes the bounces don’t go 

your way.” He’s also pleased with the team’s 
depth in the series. “Each line is coming 
to play their style of play and helping in 
whatever way they can. The veteran line 
of Sean Lester, Jeremy Munro, and Jared 
Prekup have been defensive specialists 
and have been bringing that physical de-
fensive play consistently. Along with the 
strong play of our defense I am quite con-
fident that if we keep up this commitment 
to work and defense we can come out on 
top.”

Game six will be at the Tavistock and 
District Recreation Centre on Saturday 
night at 7:30.

By Lee Griffi

Wellesley may not catch New Hamburg 
in the battle for top spot in the Doherty 
Division, but they sent another mes-
sage to the leaders on Friday night. The 
Applejacks earned a 6-5 come from be-
hind, overtime win on the road to pull to 
within seven points of the top team with 
two games in hand. 

The Firebirds let leads of 3-1 and 5-2 slip 
away as the Applejacks scored three con-
secutive times in the third period to force 
overtime where Carson Wickie picked 
up his third goal of the game at the 1:49 
mark. Jake L’Heureux, Tristan Romany, 
and Dimitri Eleftheriadis added single 
goals for Wellesley. Cole Stannix scores 
his 28th and 29th goals of the season and 
Lucas Jasmins also added a pair for New 
Hamburg. Jake Thompson added a goal 
and an assist in the losing effort. 

Wellesley head coach Ryan Gerber says it 
was a typical game against New Hamburg. 
“Every game this year against them has 

been close checking, fast-paced, and high-
ly emotional. We had a couple hiccups, 
and the puck was in the back of our net. It 
was a roller coaster of emotions that’s for 
sure. But the boys stuck to it and grinded 
it out. Very proud of them to not give up, 
and to get the W.” As for the performance 
of Wickie, Gerber says he did what he’s al-
ways done for the team. “Wicks has been 
with us for quite a few years now, and he 
has the knack for the back of the net. His 
first and second goals kept us in it and 
the OT winner was him going to the net 
putting it home off a rebound. It’s really 
tough when it’s three on three because 
one wrong bounce it could be going the 
other way, but he read the play, drove to 
the net, and came up huge for us.”

Despite the big win, Wellesley hosted 
third-place Norwich on Saturday and suf-
fered a 6-2 drubbing at the hands of the 
Merchants. Alexander Sutchin and Kyle 
Baker scored for the Applejacks with 
Isiah Katsube assisting on both markers. 

“Norwich is a good team. They came out 
hard and it was close going into the third. 
We gave up two quick shorties, and we 
couldn’t climb out of the hole we dug that 
night, but Norwich didn’t give us much ei-
ther. That’s two good teams back-to-back 
so it’s almost like playoff hockey but we 
need to find a way to get it done consis-
tently,” says Gerber who adds no team can 
take anything for granted. “Anyone from 
one down to seven can win on any night, 
and if a team takes a night off, it can real-
ly hurt them in the standings. I think our 
Doherty division is one of the strongest in 
all the PJHL.”

New Hamburg was able to bounce back 
in Paris Saturday, but it wasn’t easy. They 
scraped out 2-1 win on Adam Baw’s un-
assisted, game-winning goal at the 7:14 
mark of the third period. Lucas Jasmins 
also scored for the Firebirds who outshot 
the last place Mounties 35-29. 

Braves Win Lone Weekend Game

Tavistock continues to have a firm grip on 

the division’s fourth place position with 
a 5-2 win at home over Hespler Friday. 
The Braves jumped out to a 3-0 first-peri-
od lead on goals from Daniel Rudy, Owen 
Rahm, and Ian Glendinning while Luke 
Fanjoy scored in the second to make it 
4-0 after two periods. Zac Gladding add-
ed a third period marker to complete the 
scoring after the Shamrocks scored two 
in a row. Rham also added two assists 
while James Hopper stopped 22 shots to 
earn the victory in net. Tavistock is ready-
ing for a tough weekend as they host 
New Hamburg Friday and then travel to 
Wellesley on Saturday. General Manager 
Jordan Zehr says the team doesn’t prepare 
any differently for better opponents. “Our 
preparation is always to be working on 
playing our game consistently, no matter 
who we are playing. I think this year has 
proven more than ever that these games 
are hard to win no matter who is playing. 
We need to come to the rink with a playoff 
mentality no matter who its against.” 

Royals a Win Away from Round Two

PJHL Roundup: Applejacks Roar Back to Defeat Firebirds 
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vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS NEW HAMBURG FIREBIRDS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Feb 17th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Sponsored by:

�����������������

Across
1. Canadian Football team
5. Self-respect
10. Sonata, e.g.
14. Plunder
15. Wore (2 wds)
16. Danish toy company
17. Wrinkly fruit
18. De�ect
19. Willy Wonka's creator
20. Canada Flag emblem
21. Break
23. Pride member
25. The Great White North
29. Stocks and such
32. "___ the �elds we go"
33. Engine part
34. We stand on ______
35. Business
37. French vineyard
38. Puts two and two together
39. Comics cry
40. Albanian money
41. Curtain holder
42. Oodles
44. Syrup �avour
45. Dwight's nickname
46. Bee talk
47. Brooding
48. Blinking square or line, on a computer 
screen
50. Impoverished
51. Guiding light
54. Small amphibians
58. Drive-___
61. Opposite of ingest
62. Burn balm
63. A tropical Old World tree
64. Novelist E.B. or T.H.
65. Cassette contents
66. Sort
67. More rational
68. Armour plate

Down
1. Last Hebrew month
2. Opera house box
3. Kind of nut
4. Smotherers
5. Seven Wonders of the World lighthouse
6. Poe bird
7. March 15th
8. Hamlet
9. Inveigled
10. Antiquated
11. Podded plant
12. "That's awful!"
13. Note after fa
22. Container weight
24. "... if I thought ___ help"
26. Swallow
27. To become clouded or gloomy
28. Entertained
29. Mushroom with an umbrella cap
30. Logic puzzle in the paper
31. Not so sunny
32. Thousand ___, Calif.
35. Toronto Maple Leafs
36. Predominate colour of our �ag
40. Nobel honoree
42. _____-�y pie
43. Sandpipers relatives
44. Jersey call
47. Campaign need
49. Froth
50. A ski run of compacted snow
52. Turkish honori�c
53. Bridle part
55. National symbol
56. Antelope of Africa
57. Notices
58. Blasting stu�
59. "Listen up

���������������������������������

PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
CALLAHAN

Our Pet of the Week is Callahan. 
Owner Bev Vandervliet says, 

“He is 3 years old and my 
COVID-19 project.  He is a great 
companion for a senior lady!”

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This was taken from the bottom of the hill at Hincks Park in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: 
Facebook/Jacqueline Carter)
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OPINION —
THE BACKYARD ASTRONOMER: Spooky Eyes 

The night sky is a fantastic col-
lection of tiny dots. Most of these 
light sources are faint, while a 
few are noticeably brighter. In 
addition to seeing hundreds or 
even thousands of distant suns 
residing at extreme distances, 
we can see the planets of our 
solar system.

Referred by the Greeks as the 
“wanderers,” five planets can 
be seen with the unaided eye 
against the starry background 
unless they are too close to the 
sun, such as Mercury and Sat-
urn. For the next few weeks, you 
can still see three in the western 
half of the sky.

We start overhead with orang-
ey-coloured Mars to the top 
right of Orion the Hunter. This 
planet was closest to earth a 
couple of months ago and now 
appears a bit fainter as our dis-
tance increases. The red planet 
sets around 3:30 a.m. local time. 
Moving farther west, we see the 
giant planet Jupiter. Any tele-
scope will reveal its cloud bands 
and four Galilean moons and 
sets around 9:30 p.m. locally.

Our third world is the brightest 
of the trio. Venus sets about two 
hours after sunset and is now 
moving higher in the sky each 
night as it escapes the solar 
glare. This planet is completely 
shrouded in clouds making it so 
bright that it casts a faint shadow 
as seen from dark country loca-
tions, away from any light. Step 
outside on a moonless night and 
let your eyes “dark adapt”. After 
about fifteen minutes, hold up a 
sheet of white paper facing the 
planet. Place your hand about 
six inches away from the pa-
per while moving it slowly left 
and right. You should see a faint 
shadow on the paper. If you are 
still uncertain where the plan-
ets are, check any astronomy 
app on your smartphone or tab-
let.

Here is where the magic comes 
into play. With Jupiter mov-
ing closer to the horizon each 
night and Venus marching up 
the sky, both will appear clos-
est together on March 1st. With 
the two brightest planets of the 
solar system meeting in a small 
area of sky the width of the 
full moon, they will appear as 
“spooky eyes”. This is also called 
a conjunction, as two celestial 
bodies appear close together. 
The pair’s close approach is by 
line of sight only, they will not 
physically get close to each oth-
er. Venus will be 204 million km 
from us, while Jupiter will be 
864 million km away.

It is believed the Star of the 
Magi was the great conjunction 
in which Venus and Jupiter ap-
peared so close, they looked like 

one object. This occurred on the 
night of June 17, 2 BC.

Clear skies,

Known as “The Backyard As-
tronomer”, Gary Boyle is an as-
tronomy educator, guest speaker, 
monthly columnist for the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada 
as well as a STEM educator. He 
has been interviewed on more 
than 55 Canadian radio stations 
as well as television across Can-
ada and the U.S. In recognition of 
his public outreach in astronomy, 
the International Astronomical 
Union has honoured him with the 
naming of Asteroid (22406) Ga-
ryboyle. Follow him on Twitter: @
astroeducator, Facebook and his 
website: www.wondersofastron-
omy.com

By Gary Boyle

EXPERT ADVICE: Did Not Do My Open Mic. Badda Bing

Okay, I did not do my open mic 
comedy routine as I announced 
with such great fanfare in my last 
article. And the reason is that I 
need more time. Well, according 
to my wife, at least. You see, she 
is my great evaluator and moti-
vator. “What are you mumbling 
about?” and “You stink” are great 
motivators… to stop.

And when I hear things like, 
“Why don’t you just stick to 
what you know best?” I am also 
motivated to walk away with a 
crushed heart and broken spirit 
(feel bad yet, honey?). So while 
I work on refining my comedic 
delivery (Note to my personal 
cheering section: I’m not giving 
up), I will stick to what I know 
best. So here goes.

I have had people ask me many 
times why I would buy one of 

something at a men’s store like 
Stars in the Conestoga Mall (Hey 
Jim Logan) when I can get three 
of lesser value at a Winners or 
Marshalls. For the most part, I 
advocate buying for less per unit 
to get more variety in return, but 
I do own some more expensive 
pieces, and there is justification 
for those, in bullet form for easy 
reading.

HIGHER QUALITY VERSUS 
LOWER QUALITY:

Durability: Higher quality cloth-
ing lasts longer and can with-
stand frequent wear and tear.

Comfort: Better quality clothing 
is typically made from high-
er quality materials, providing 
greater comfort and breathabil-
ity.

Fit: Better quality clothing is of-
ten tailored to fit better, provid-
ing a flattering and comfortable 
fit.

Style: High-end clothing is often 
more stylish and on-trend, help-
ing you to look your best.

Versatility: Better quality cloth-
ing can be dressed up or down, 
making it a versatile addition to 
your wardrobe.

Quality: Higher quality clothing 
is made from finer materials, is 
well-constructed, and is built to 
last.

Brand Reputation: High-end 
clothing brands have a repu-
tation for quality, so you know 
you’re getting a quality product.

Investment: Better quality cloth-
ing is a worthwhile investment 
because it lasts longer and re-
tains its value.

Environmental Impact: Better 
quality clothing is often made 
from more environmentally 
friendly materials and is less 
likely to end up in a landfill.

Self-Confidence: Wearing 
high-quality clothing can boost 
self-confidence, helping you feel 
good and look great.

I’m going to slap this on here as 
well because it’s another ques-
tion I am often asked after I 
tell folks I own over 80 pairs of 
shoes. How many types of shoes 
are there? Lots. And here is my 
quick summary of summer ver-
sus dress/winter shoes.

SUMMER SHOES:

Sandals: Lightweight and open-
toed shoes that are perfect for 
the summer.

Loafers: Slip-on shoes that can 
be dressed up or down, making 
them suitable for a variety of oc-
casions.

Sneakers: Casual and comfort-
able shoes that are ideal for ca-
sual summer activities.

Boat Shoes: Casual shoes that 
are designed for use on boats, 
but also work well for everyday 
wear in the summer.

Driver Shoes: Slip-on shoes with 
a low profile and flexible sole, 
making them ideal for driving or 
casual summer wear.

Slides: Simple and easy-to-wear 
shoes with a slip-on design, per-
fect for the pool or beach.

Flip Flops: A classic summer 
shoe that is lightweight and easy 
to wear.

Espadrilles: A casual shoe with 
a rope sole, perfect for summer-
time comfort.

Walking Shoes: Breathable and 
comfortable shoes that are ide-
al for walking or light hiking 
during the summer.

Running Shoes: Lightweight and 
supportive shoes designed for 
running and other high-impact 
activities, ideal for summer ex-
ercise.

DRESS SHOES (MOSTLY WIN-
TER):

Oxford: A classic type of dress 
shoe with a closed lacing system, 
characterized by its clean and 
simple design. Suitable for for-
mal occasions or business attire 
required situations.

Slip-Ons: Shoes that do not have 

laces and are simply slipped on 
the foot. They are often casual 
and easy to wear. Suitable for re-
laxed of informal settings.

Brogues: A type of dress shoe 
characterized by its perforat-
ed detailing and serrated edges. 
These designs show up on all 
kinds of shoes now, from for-
mal to fun and informal. Many 
“fun” shoes have white soles and 
heels…just a quick way to iden-
tify them on the shelf.

Double Monk Strap: A dress 
shoe with two straps and buckles 
(usually mounted on the outer 
side of the shoe) instead of lac-
es, providing a unique and styl-
ish look. Same thing as broguing 
does for a pair of Oxfords, dou-
ble monk straps do the same for 
slip-ons.

Cap Toe: A type of dress shoe 
with a reinforced and embel-
lished toe cap, typically made of 
leather or suede.

Scott Dunstall has appeared sev-
eral times on Rogers TV Kitch-
ener as a guest on DAYTIME. His 
writing has been republished by 
LinkedIn Top Influencer and 
INC. Magazine contributing ed-
itor, Jeff Haden. He has also 
written several pieces for the 
Baden Outlook. To contact Scott 
for questions or collaborations, 
email everydaystylebyscott1@
gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

Letter to the Editor:
Congratulations and thanks to Paul Knowles on his 
100th consecutive weekly travel feature in the Febru-
ary 9 issue of the Gazette. At a time when pandemic 
restrictions have curtailed actual travel for many of us, 
it has been a treat to travel vicariously through Paul's 
columns. And nice to see, as the world begins to open 

up, that we don't have to wander too far from home to 
find places of beauty and intrigue.

Thanks also to Nancy Silcox for introducing us, or re-
introducing us, to local people who have travelled far 
from home. Ordinary people who have accomplished 
the most extraordinary things.

We read the Gazette to keep abreast of local news, but 
really enjoy these glimpses of the world beyond Wilm-
ot's borders. Thank you.

Pat Mighton,

New Dundee
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Wellesley & District Lions 
donates $6,200 to 
Community Care Concepts 
through Tree of Light 
campaign

Blair Cressman of the Wellesley & District Lions Club presents a cheque of $6,200 to Cathy 
Harrington of Community Care Concepts as part of the organization’s Tree of Light cam-
paign. (Photo credit: Facebook/Wellesley & District Lions Club)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

This past week, the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club gave $6,200 to Communi-
ty Care Concepts as part of their Tree of 
Light Campaign. The funds will be split 
between Meals on Wheels and the Welles-
ley Family Outreach Fund which both as-
sist locally within the township.

The Tree of Light campaign has been a 
staple in the area for decades. Those in-
terested can purchase a bulb on a tree to 
support the campaign or in memory of a 
loved one. The tree was lit up during an 
official event which took place on Decem-

ber 9, and featured a meet-and-greet with 
Santa, as well as cookies and hot apple ci-
der presented by the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club.

“What most might now know, is that ALL 
meals prepared for Meals on Wheels 
within our town and area are locally made 
every day by Schmidstville Restaurant & 
Gift Shop,” wrote the Wellesley & District 
Lions in an online post.

“Thank you to all that donated to the Tree 
of Lights and your ongoing support within 
our community!”

COMMUNITY —

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

352 Huron Road Sebringville
Are you tired of your small yard in the city and want to enjoy small town living on a large lot?? 
Or are you a retired farmer looking to move into a town, but do not want a small lot, then this is 
one home you do not want to miss viewing. This lovely 1,543 square foot bungalow offers one 
floor living with 2 bedrooms, a spacious eat in kitchen with sliders to a newer deck and rear 
yard, main floor laundry, attached over size single car garage. The basement offers a 4 pc bath, 
3rd bedroom that is drywalled, room for a large family room, and if you are looking for a home to 
build a granny suite this is it.  This home located on a large 2.5 acre lot is ideal for your own back 
yard oasis,  or whether you are looking to build a shop (with Township approval), or inground 
pool or just want a scenic walk to the creek, this might be just what you have been looking for, a 
quick closing is available. Call today to view. MLS#40373462 $949,900

 3591 Perth Road 107 Tavistock
Are you dreaming of owning a house on a big lot, than this is one home you do not want to miss 
viewing.  Located on a large 99 X 297 foot lot just on the edge of the lovely town of Tavistock, this 
home would make an ideal starter, family or retirement home, or if you are a handy person look-
ing for a project, this might be just want you have been looking for.  This 3 bedroom bungalow 
offers 2 full baths, main floor laundry with a man door to a deck and rear yard, detached single 
car garage with hydro, and plenty or parking for your family and friends.  Immediate possession 
is available, call to view. MLS#40373673 $569,900

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH - 10:30 A.M.-12:00 NOON

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH - 1:30-3:00 P.M.

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

PLANNING YOUR MOVE - Tired of your 
current house or need more space, or 
outgrown your current house and you 
would like to know more information 
about either buying or selling a house, 
please call Sandra for more information. 
Sandra Eby, Sales Representative can 
be reached at either Bus: 519-273-4400, 
Res: 519-655-2548, Cell: 519-272-7676 or 
mseby@rogers.com Happy Family Day!

New Hamburg waterwheel

The New Hamburg waterwheel surrounded by geese on a Tuesday afternoon, February 7. 
The wooden structure is more than 30 years old and will be replaced with metal.
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TRAVEL —

“Tomorrow we’re going to spend 
the day at a water park”.  Frankly, 
it didn’t thrill me. Fine if you are 
a kid or a grandparent accompa-
nying children. But my grand-
kids were a continent away. This 
“water park” was in Mexico and I 
was part of a small group of adult 
travel communicators.

So lack of enthusiasm was the 
order of the day.

Until, that is, we reached the 
place – Xcaret Park in Playa 
del Carmen. We discovered an 
amazing destination, well worth 
at least an entire day. Because 
Xcaret (pronounced Sh-karet, 
which took me about an hour to 
actually master, using my very 
limited, English Canadian lin-
guistic tools) is so much more 
than a water park.

To be fair, the water feature was 
pretty amazing in its own right. 
It’s an underground river. You 
don a flotation vest and swim 
(or sometimes float) downstream 
for about 45 minutes. Xcaret is a 
popular place, so you can some-
times find yourself in a bit of a 
floating traffic jam but when you 
are free from the human logjam, 
it’s a wonderfully free and relax-

ing exercise. Loved it.

I loved everything about Xcaret. 
The place celebrates the history 
of the Mayan people and Mexi-
co in general, and does so in re-
markable ways.

In fact, history is alive and well 
at Xcaret, and one of my favour-
ite sections of the enormous park 
is the artisans’ market where lo-
cal craftspeople are producing 
handcrafts that reflect their heri-
tage and then selling them at re-
markably low prices. 

Xcaret celebrates natural histo-
ry too. Everywhere you turn in 
the park, you will see birds (and 
some beasts) that are native to 
the area. Brightly coloured Ma-
caws are everywhere and we 
also encountered flamingos be-
ing taken for a walk. Living wild 
and free in the park are coati 
mundis (sort of a combination 
squirrel and raccoon) dumpster 
diving into the garbage cans. We 
learned that a current project at 
Xcaret is an attempt to design 
garbage receptacles that will dis-
courage the ravenous coatis. So 
far, the animals are winning.

While bird life is everywhere, 
the best place to see them is the 
enormous aviary. We strolled 
among dozens of species of 
amazing birds including orioles, 
white pelicans, some apparent-
ly bejeweled vultures, and – my 
favourites – roseate spoonbills. A 
fascinating attraction and one I 
would happily recommend all on 
its own. But this is just a small 
part of the wonders at Xcaret.

Close by is a butterfly conserva-
tory. I am a sucker for butterfly 
conservatories. I’m the guy who 
messes things up by doing a re-
verse trip, retracing my steps to 

get one more look at all the flying 
jewelry. 

There are also outdoor areas 
where local animals can be spot-
ted – jaguars, pumas, and more.

And then there are the shows. 
Visitors can take in an elegant 
and exciting equestrian perfor-
mance and it was a very nice 
touch when the riders proces-
sioned in carrying flags, includ-
ing Canada’s maple leaf. 

There are musical performances 
including of course a very fine 
mariachi band.

The food at Xcaret is tantaliz-
ing. We dined at a Mexican (of 
course) buffet where literally ev-
erything I tasted was really, real-
ly good – and I tasted a lot! The 
soft tacos were a stand-out. I may 
have had seconds.

You never know what you will 
encounter around the next bend 
of the path. One building houses 
some historic artifacts including 
an enormous collection of man-
ger scenes, and a lot of art on the 
uniquely Mexican theme of the 
Day of the Dead. 

Speaking of which, there is also 
a very amusing cemetery. I know, 
that just seems wrong somehow, 
but it’s not. The highly decorat-
ed, faux graves mark the final 
resting places of people whose 
names are Spanish puns. One 
of them bears a name that is 
actually two Mexican beers and 
the entire memorial is built of 
beer caps. Mexican culture has a 
unique, celebratory view of death 
as part of life; it’s very philosoph-
ically appealing.

One of the most striking spots 
at Xcaret is the church of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, a function-

ing church built into a cave. The 
seating descends sharply toward 
the altar which is surrounded by 
a pond, and sits beneath a soar-
ing tree that stretches to high 
above the room. It is spectacular. 
The front pews are occupied by 
cut-out figures of dozens of well-
known, deceased Mexicans from 
athletes and artists to former 
presidents and poets.

And none of this is the best bit 
at Xcaret. That has to be the eve-
ning show which you can attend 
as dinner theatre or simply as an 
audience member. Undoubtedly 
the best show I have ever seen 
at a theme park, Xcaret’s pre-
sentation celebrates the history 
of the Riviera Maya and Mexico 

in general, with live music and 
dance, interspersed with historic 
Mayan sporting events, including 
one incredible sport that I can 
only describe as fire hockey. The 
“puck” is a flaming ball and the 
goals are huge flaming bowls.

The show features at least a hun-
dred costumed and highly talent-
ed performers. And if my hosts 
from Xcaret and Swoop Airlines 
had allowed it, I would have hap-
pily returned for another fantas-
tic performance the next day!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

The underground river – a 45-minute swim. All photos by Paul Knowles One moment in the amazing dinner show at Xcaret.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The Riviera Maya’s Xcaret: a theme park like no other

By Paul Knowles

Macaws are everywhere in the park.
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COMMUNITY —
Current state of the Wellesley 
Township Recreation Centre 

The current state of the construction Wellesley Township Recreation Centre at the corner of Queen’s Bush and Hutchison 
roads as of Tuesday, February 14. The $27.2-million project was awarded to Ball Construction. Construction on the new 
complex is expected to be completed by fall this year. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2023
February 15th

East Zorra Tavistock Council 
Meeting

Regular council meeting taking 
place at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line 
in Innerkip.

February 19th

Family Day Fun

At the New Hamburg Branch 532 
at 65 Boullee Street. From 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Everyone welcome. Serving 
fries, hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Featuring a magician, games and 
face painting.

February 20th

Blood Drive

A blood drive is taking place at 
Steinmann Mennonite Church at 
1316 Snyder’s Road West in New 
Hamburg. Registration is available 
at www.blood.ca.

February 20th

Free Family Day Event

Takes place at Hidden Acres Camp 
at 1921 37 Line in New Hamburg 
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Features 
crafts, games, pretzel making, sled-
ding, skating and a campfire. Visit 
www.hiddenacres.ca for details.

February 20th

Keeping Family Day Free for the 
Community

Takes place at the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex. Free skating avail-
able from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free 
swimming available from 1:05 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. and 2:35 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sponsored by Lambert Group - Re-
max Twin City and CVE Mortgage 
Group License #12659.

February 21st

Pancakes & Sausages Dinner

Sitdown at the Legion Branch New 
Hamburg at 65 Boullee Street from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Pancakes and sau-
sages, fruit sauce, syrup and butter, 
coffee and tea. Adults $10, kids $5, 
at the door is $12.

February 21st

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, 1716 Snyder’s 
Road East in Petersburg. Free will 
donations accepted at the door at go 
to Food For Kids Waterloo Region. 
Contact Joyce 519-745-7246.

February 22nd

Heritage Day in Wilmot

Celebrating Heritage Day 2023 at 
the Wilmot Recreation Complex 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Lecture on 
Indigenous landscapes by Gary 
Warrick and Tanya Hill-Montour.

February 24th

Roast Beef Dinner

Sit down only, 6 p.m. at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 532 New 
Hamburg at 65 Boullee Street. All 
the fixings, coffee and desserts.

February 25th

Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser

The Coldest Night of the Year is a 
winterrific family friendly walk to 
raise money for local charities serv-
ing people experiencing hurt, hun-
ger and homelessness. Hosted by 
the Wilmot Family Resource Centre. 
Visit www.CNOY.org/wilmot or call 
519-662-2731 to learn more.

February 26th

Wine and Cheese Tasting

From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gourmet 
cheese and wine selection at Pud-
dicombe House. Cost is $52.88 per 
person. Purchase tickets online: 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/wine-
and-cheese-tickets-483391676517.

February 27th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden 
at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the 
Township of Wilmot YouTube page.

February 28th to March 5th

A MidSummer Night’s Dream pre-

sented by the Huron Park Second-
ary School, Woodstock. Evening 
performances 7 p.m. plus matinees 
March 4th and 5th at 2 p.m. Ad-
vance tickets $15 or $20 at the door. 
For more information and tickets 
visit www.huronpark.tvdsb.ca.

March 4th

Spring Tree Pruning Workshop

At New Dundee Community Park 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Featuring 
Let’s Tree Wilmot’s certified arbor-
ist, Mike Yost. Need to prune your 
tree, but don’t want to wreck it? 
This workshop will set you on the 
right track. Go to events at www.
wilmothortsociety.ca to register and 
learn more.

March 7th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley You-
Tube page.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Oenology 
2)Knee
3)Iago
4)Tin
5)Central Perk
6)1970
7)Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton 
8)Pennsylvania
9)Prince William
10)13

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Help Wanted
Team player on dairy farm in Tavistock area. 
Feeding, assist in milking, maintenance and general 
work with machinery.  Full time.  Call 226-261-1268

KARATE! IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL 
CLASSES AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate 
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
10 week session $125+HST. Uniform extra
Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

Prayer
Prayer to St. Jude DML

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

Proudly Part of Wilmot Township's
Heritage Since 1994!

Premium Quality Pet Food, Delivered FREE to Your Door!


