
By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock community has rallied 
behind the bid to win $250 thousand 
and a National Hockey League exhibi-
tion game and now those involved have 
to wait until March 11. That is the date 
the final four of the Kraft Hockeyville 
2023 competition will be announced for 
those communities still in the running 
for the cash windfall to be used on arena 
upgrades.

The man behind the local bid is Matt 
Lamers who is the Supervisor of Parks 
and Recreation at East Zorra-Tavistock 
Township. He’s hopeful of making the 
cut but admits all he can do now is wait. 

“It all depends how they judge it. They 
may look at certain pictures and nomi-
nation stories and see who classifies for 
the top four, but we really don’t know un-
til March 11 when the list is announced.” 

Each community score comes from two 
main areas. The actual nomination story 
counts for 80 per cent with the remain-
ing 20 coming from the total rally points. 
The top four bids will be posted on the 
Hockeyville site and the voting period 
runs for just 32 hours from March 31 at 
9 a.m. until April 1 at 5 p.m. when the 
winner will be announced.

Lamers says while he has been very 
impressed with everyone he has met in 

several months on the job, he has been 
amazed with the support. “I was shocked 
how the community pulled together. I 
had a lot of help from the Wynette fam-
ily, Jen McKee from Tavistock Minor 
Hockey, along with Raymer Financial to 
put up the life size hockey card back-
ground that so many people used to 
submit pictures.” He adds the nomi-
nation stories went well with his plan 
on how to spend the money should 
Tavistock win. “Improved accessibility 
in the arena, upgrades in the dressing 
rooms with paint, a new stereo system, 
and a digital tv for dressing room as-
signments. We are going on 26 years and 

By Veronica Reiner

Wellesley council got an earful from a mul-
tiple residents regarding the 14 per cent tax 
hike during a meeting on Tuesday night, 
February 12. Ward Four Councillor Claude 
Hergott raised a motion to reconsider the 
budget, which was shot down by three oth-
er council members, including Mayor Joe 
Nowak, Ward One Councillor Shelley Wagner 
and Ward Three Councillor Derek Brick.

A total of five delegates spoke against the 
tax increase at the meeting. “Given the 
type of pressures that citizens of Wellesley 
Township are facing in their everyday lives, 
and the effort being made at every kitch-
en table in this township to live within its 
means: it begs the question, is 14 per cent the 
very best that we can do?” asked John Rose, 
a Wellesley Township resident and delegate.

“Staff works for council, and council works 
for the voter.”

He suggested several courses of action: ei-
ther council revisit the budget, hold a town 
hall that would answer questions about this 
year’s budget, or having a third party review 
the budget.

One delegate, Wellesley resident Joyce 
Barker, got emotional when pleading her 
case to council. She said there are many se-
niors and families who are having trouble 
affording their homes now with inflation and 
interest hikes, yet alone with an additional 
14 per cent tax hike.

Around the end of the meeting, Ward Four 
Councillor Claude Hergott raised a motion to 
reconsider the 2023 budget.

Continued on page 2Continued on page 2

Ward Four Councillor Claude Hergott 
suggests reconsidering 2023 budget; 
mayor Joe Nowak and two other coun-
cillors oppose the motion
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of reconsidering 14 
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Ward Four Councillor Claude Hergott, left, raises a motion to reconsider the 2023 budget. 
Middle is Mayor Joe Nowak, who was one of three people to oppose the idea. Right is Rec-
reation Director Danny Roth. (Photo credit: YouTube/IT Wellesley)
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some upgrades need to be made.”

Minor hockey really stepped up to the 
plate with many players and family 
members getting involved. “They were 
great. So many people submitted photos, 
TikTok videos, posts all over Instagram, 
Facebook, and Twitter. It was great to see 
the support a small community since we 
are up against much larger centres with 
more population, but I think for EZT we 
did really well on voting,” he adds.

McKee is the vice-president of minor 
hockey, wears the organization’s social 

media and communications hat, and has 
three sons at the U13, U11, and U9 levels. 
She says the community has really come 
together. “The support has been amazing! 
Thank you to everyone who wrote from 
the heart. Thank you to everyone who 
shared their memories with us. Thank 
you to everyone who took time to take 
their picture and post it on the website.” 
She is also confident of the Tavistock bid 
moving on to the next stage. “I have thor-
oughly enjoyed reading all the nomina-
tion stories and notes, and I know when 
Kraft Hockeyville reads them, we’ll be 
top four because we have an amazing 
community.”

Tavistock is rich in hockey history not 
only at the current recreation centre 
but at the previous arena which sat on 
the current site. Lamers says he heard 
some great stories. “A lot of people talked 
about playing in the old area, watching 
the Braves and Royals years ago and now 
their grandkids play. The arena has also 
pulled some family members into the 
mix even though they didn’t play hockey 
here but have volunteered and met a lot 
of people.” Lamers feel the arena is a way 
for anyone to feel a sense of communi-
ty and he uses the example of the Bauer 
First Shift program where kids who have 
never played hockey are introduced to 

the game and outfitted in full equipment 
at no charge. “They are able to take part 
in skills training and eventually some fun 
games and the hope is they will stay in 
hockey for years to come.” Lamers says 
there was tremendous support from not 
only minor hockey but the Junior Braves, 
Senior Royals, and Tavistock Figure 
Skating Club who would all benefit from 
arena improvements. “I also saw some 
names from Innerkip and Hickson, so 
this isn’t just a Tavistock only project,” he 
adds. One big bonus the arena and parks 
boss has mentioned from day one is that 
winning this monetary award would ease 
the burden on the local taxpayer.

And Now Tavistock Waits – Kraft Hockeyville 
Nominate and Rally Period Ends

After the motion was raised, Wellesley 
Clerk Grace Kosch said, “I’d like council to 
be mindful that the debate regarding the 
2023 budget is not permitted and no dis-
cussion or questions about the budget are 
to take place. The only question in front of 
council at this time is whether council is 
in favour or opposed to reconsidering the 
2023 budget.”

Councillor Hergott requested a record-
ed vote. Councillor Derek Brick asked for 
confirmation that the budget discussion 
would not place now, but rather if coun-
cil were to approve the motion. Councillor 
Brick was opposed, Mayor Joe Nowak was 
opposed, Councillor Shelley Wagner was 

opposed. Councillor Lori Sebben did not 
attend the meeting.

Wellesley Township Concerned Citizens 
administrator Kelly Rakowski said that 
the group will continue to raise awareness 
about and protest the tax increase. “The 
residents are outraged,” she said, adding 
that there will be lawn signs popping up 
around the township.

Wellesley council approved a 14 per cent 
increase during a meeting on January 10. 
It included a 4.43 per cent inflationary 
increase, a 0.75 per cent greening levy, a 
1 per cent infrastructure levy, a 2.25 per 
cent service level “adjustment,” and a 5.46 
per cent recreation complex debenture 
payment.

Wellesley council 
shoots down the idea 
of reconsidering 14 per 
cent tax increase
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By Gary West

The tapping of maple trees started about 
three weeks earlier than usual in Wilmot 
township and Waterloo county this year. 
The weather warmed up quickly and ma-
ple producers scrambled to get taps in 
trees to catch the early run.

That was the case at the sugar bushes of 
partners Ian Roth and James Byler south 
of New Hamburg, near Punkeydoodles 
Corners, who have already boiled enough 
sap to make 6,200 litres and counting of 
their golden maple syrup so far.

The family operation has been boiling 
the sweet treat for 15 years and said ev-
ery year is different, but felt the early 
start this year has not been the norm.

The farm has a total of 12,000 taps on a 
pipeline system, that most years produce 
20,000 to 24,000 litres of syrup depend-
ing on the year. The partners are hoping 
that more snow and cold weather will still 
be coming in order to extend the season 
before the buds on trees start to appear.

60 per cent of their sweet product is 
sold in one litre containers at retail 

outlets throughout the area, including 
New Hamburg Home Hardware and Oak 
Manor Organic Farm, along with porch 
pickup at their residences. The rest is 
sold in large steel drums to a wholesaler 
south of Woodstock.

Roth Maple Products does not only pro-
duce syrup, but also maple candy and 
maple butter. They used wood to heat 
their evaporator to boil the maple sap 
until two years ago, but now with their 
increased production, oil is used in the 
boiling process.

A reverse osmosis (R.O.) process to re-
move excess water from the maple sap 
before boiling, was installed a few years 
ago, and that has saved the time it takes 
to make the large amount of syrup their 
family produces.

Since the interview for this story hap-
pened on family day, it was good to see 
the number of children from both fami-
lies involved in the making of such a tru-
ly local product from their families back 
yard. For more info go to rothmaple.com 
or Facebook at Roths Maple Syrup.

An early start for making Maple Syrup near 
Punkeydoodles Corners

Roth Maple Products co-owner James Byler boiling maple syrup with his daughter Corrine. 
In the background is their large steaming evaporator in their boiler building on the farm 
south of New Hamburg.
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By Lee Griffi

Oxford County residents can now pur-
chase bag tags for curbside waste collec-
tion through the Wasteline app using a 
smartphone or other handheld device.

Bag tags are available in sheets of ten 
for $20, with an option to purchase be-
tween one and five sheets at a time. 
Payment is by Visa, Mastercard, Apple 
Pay and Google Pay, with the tags being 
delivered by Canada Post.

The Wasteline app was launched in 2015, 
and its purpose is to help residents keep 
track of garbage and recycling schedules 
along with special waste collection days 
like large item pick up. It offers auto-
mated reminders by text, email, phone, 
or Twitter messages. Residents can also 
use the app to report collection issues 
and for helpful tips and updates. The 
app is available for free on Google Play 
or the App Store.

Frank Gross is the county’s manager of 
transportation and waste management, 
and he says the initiative is to simply 
offer residents more convenience when 
it comes to buying tags. “The County 
implemented the online purchase of 
bag tags through the county’s website 
in 2020. Uptake from that initiative has 
been steady and very positive. In an ef-
fort to reach as many residents as pos-
sible and provide easy access to pur-
chasing bag tags, the county explored 
providing access to this service through 
the Wasteline mobile app.”

He adds there was no additional cost to 
the taxpayer for upgrading the app, but 
anyone choosing to order from the app 
will be on the hook for transport. “There 
is an additional fee for delivery to cover 
the cost of postage. This fee is typically 
less than $2, depending on the number 
of tags ordered, the weight of the pack-
age, and the shipping location.” Gross 
says residents can expect to receive their 
tags quickly through the mail. “Orders 
are mailed out via Canada Post within 24 
hours. Orders received after 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday will be mailed out the following 
Monday. According to the Canada Post 
website, most packages are delivered in 
two to three business days.”

The $2 bag tag fee funds the total cost 
of the curbside garbage collection pro-
gram. It can also reduce individual costs 
by rewarding residents who reduce how 
much packaging they throw out and 
choose reusable, recyclable, and com-
postable materials.

Bag tags are also available for purchase 
online and at select retail locations 
across Oxford County. For more informa-
tion, including a full list of retail outlets, 
please visit www.wasteline.ca/bagtags.

Oxford County wants to remind us that 
bag tags are HST-exempt, and vendors 
are not permitted to charge more than 
$2 per bag tag. Additional service fees 
when paying by debit or with credit card 
may be applied in accordance with store 
policy regarding minimum purchases. 
Residents should notify the county if a 
retail vendor overcharges for bag tags.

Nominations now open for Oxford 
Tourism Awards

Tourism Oxford is currently seeking 
nominations for the annual Oxford 
Tourism Awards of Excellence to rec-
ognize the county’s exceptional tour-
ism businesses, organizations, and 
individuals.

The award program was launched last 
year and acknowledges those who have 

displayed excellence in product devel-
opment, partnerships and collabora-
tions, innovation, inclusivity, leadership, 
sustainability, and attraction to the re-
gion. The program also recognizes part-
ners who are working collaboratively 
with Tourism Oxford to grow regional 
tourism and offer exceptional visitor 

experiences.

Meredith Maywood is the county’s tour-
ism specialist and says, “after several 
challenging years, Tourism Oxford was 
thrilled to bring the tourism industry 
together to celebrate its champions. 
Witnessing how the tourism industry 
rejuvenated events, made significant in-
vestments in new tourism products, and 
developed unique business partner-
ships in 2022, we are excited to see this 
year’s applications.”

The 2023 Award Categories are:

Tourism Partnership Award

Best New Tourism Product Award

Special Event of the Year Award

Applications are open to individuals, 
small businesses and non-profit or-
ganizations based in Oxford County. 
Businesses are encouraged to self-nom-
inate or nominate a local business they 
admire. The deadline for submissions 
is March 31, and winners will be an-
nounced in June.

For more information about each catego-
ry and the application process, visit www.
oxfordcounty.ca/Business-in-Oxford/
Tourism/Tourism-Awards.

COMMUNITY —
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By Veronica Reiner

A member of the Nith Valley Ecoboosters 
said it took almost three months and a 
protest to get a response from Kitchener-
Conestoga Member of Provincial 
Parliament (MPP) Mike Harris.

Dorothy Wilson said the group sent a let-
ter back in November 2022, expressing 
concerns about Bill 23 and the plan to 
allow development in the Greenbelt. The 
group never received a response.

“His job is to represent his constituents 
in the provincial legislature, and the only 
way he can really represent them is to 
connect with them and understand their 
concerns,” said Wilson. “We need to be 
holding the MPP to account for what their 
responsibilities are.”

Wilson added that she followed up with 
several emails and phone calls through-
out January, hoping to arrange a meeting 
to discuss the matter. She said she never 
received a reply.

On Monday, February 13, Dorothy, along 
with several other constituents, rallied at 

Harris’s office in Elmira to raise aware-
ness on the issue. Attendees held up signs 
that read, “Where are you Mike?” “Answer 
emails and phone calls,” “Let’s talk,” and 
“Looking for our MPP.”

One of the attendees was Wellesley resi-
dent Neil Lackey. He reported that he sent 
18 emails, with questions for the MPP be-
tween 2018 and 2022. During that time, he 
only received one reply.

“The other thing that our group hoped to 
get out of that protest was for people to 
become aware of what’s happening to try 
and get more engaged in the political pro-
cesses,” said Dorothy.

She added that shortly after the pro-
test, she heard back from the MPP’s of-
fice. A meeting between the Nith Valley 
Ecoboosters was scheduled for March 3 at 
11 a.m.

“I got an email from Mike Harris’s office 
[on Wednesday, Feb. 15] saying that there 
had been some scheduling issues, and 
that’s why they hadn’t gotten back to us 
before,” said Dorothy.

After a protest, Nith Valley Ecoboosters receive 
response from MPP

COMMUNITY —

A group rallied outside of Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris’s office on Monday, Febru-
ary 13. (Photo contributed)

By Gary West

There was a birthday celebration at the 
Maples Home for Seniors in Tavistock 
on Saturday, February 18, where Willy 
Elzinga was celebrating his 65th birthday.

Relatives and friends sang happy birthday 
to the young man that most remember as 
the guy who can put a smile on the face of 

every person he meets.

Even though he has slowed down a bit, 
truckers travelling through town will al-
ways remember Willy sweeping the side-
walk and riding his bike, banana seat and 
all and waving like a friend.

Quite a few years back, Willy visited 
Graceland, the home of Elvis, and has 

loved his music ever since, so much so that 
when the tape rolls with Elvis singing, he 
can still rock to the beat.

Watching wrestling has always been a fa-
vourite of his too.

Having been born with Down’s syndrome, 
Willy has defied all odds to live to see his 
65th birthday. We know he’ll have many 

more to come.

As his sister Jane, who visits with him ev-
ery day would say, Willy has taught many 
people many things but the least of which 
is love. “Happy birthday” Willy from all in 
the Tavistock area.

Celebrating a milestone birthday with Willy 
Elzinga in Tavistock

Left to right, Diane Boomer, Kim Ziegler, Jean Roth and Ken Meadows. In front Willy Elzinga 
and sister Jane, who always puts a smile on his face when she comes to visit everyday, as 
his closest friend, sister and caregiver.

A special orange coloured birthday cake was presented to Willy with the number “65” by 
sister Jane on Saturday at the Maples.
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or investing, visit us today to start  
#BankingWithPurpose.

Open an account in minutes.

100 Mill Street, New Hamburg      1.888.672.6728

100 Women Who Care Wilmot held 
their quarterly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15, where they announced a do-
nation along with a big milestone.

At the meeting, Nancy Silcox told the story 
about how she heard of the program and 

thought “we can do that,” so 100 Women 
Who Care Wilmot was born about eight 
years ago. The organization is made up 
of about 100 registered committed to see-
ing their charitable efforts have a direct, 
local impact. Group members pledge to 
give $100 four times a year to a non-profit 

working in the community.

At the meeting, a cheque for $10,000 was 
given to the YW-KW’s to support their 
women’s shelter. “We heard stories of some 
women who had no one and felt all alone 
and scared,” said Ward Four Councillor 

Lillianne Dunstall in an online post.

To date, the group has raised more than 
one quarter of a million dollars - $265,430.

“Well deserved YW-KW and congrats 100 
Women Who Care for achieving such an 
amazing milestone,” said Dunstall.

100 Women Who Care holds quarterly meeting, 
announces donation and milestone

At the 100 Women Who Care Wilmot meeting on Wednesday, February 15, Nancy Silcox told 
the story about how the group was formed about eight years ago. (Photo credit: Facebook/
Lillianne Dunstall Ward 4 Councillor)

100 Women Who Care donated $10,000 to YW-KW at their quarterly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15. (Photo credit: Facebook/Lillianne Dunstall Ward 4 Councillor)

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) Superintendent Della Lataille-
Herdsman announced her retirement effective 
February 28. Della served public education with 
a commitment to the success of all students for 
more than 26 years.

Della joined the WRDSB in 2021, bringing the 
knowledge and expertise honed from her pre-
vious experience as a principal, vice principal, 
early literacy resource teacher and classroom 
teacher in Toronto and Peel. Throughout, Della 
demonstrated a focus on building strong rela-
tionships in service of student centred teaching.

“While I only had the pleasure of working 
alongside the incredible team at the WRDSB 
for a short time, I will truly miss working with 
each of them so much,” said Lataille-Herdsman. 
“I am so grateful for the opportunity to work in 
partnership with the families and communities 
we serve as, together, we prepared students for 
success.”

“Della’s leadership, ability to build meaningful 
relationships, dedication to student achieve-
ment and well-being, and willingness to ap-
proach every topic with care and compassion 
will be missed,” said Scott Miller, associate di-
rector. “From the senior team, to the schools 
she led, I know that Della’s dedication and ef-
forts were appreciated by so many across the 
Waterloo Region District School Board and 
beyond.”

WRDSB Superintendent retires effective February 28

Waterloo Region District School Board Superintendent Della Lataille-Herdsman.
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) is reminding mo-
torists of the reduced load restrictions 
that began last week.

The hauling of heavy loads on the area 

township and county roads during the 
spring thaw causes substantial damage to 
the roadways, which in turn leads to in-
creased costs for the taxpayers of the local 
communities. The damage to the road in-
creases the road increases the risk to mo-
torists due to wash boarding, potholes and 

pavement deterioration, which in turn, 
impacts insurance rates and increases the 
possibility of injury or death due to un-
foreseen or unusual driving conditions.

The half-load season within Oxford County 
starts on February 15 in the townships of 

Zorra and Blandford Blenheim and on 
March 1 in the rest of the county. The sea-
son concludes on April 15 in Blandford 
Blenheim township and on April 30 in the 
rest of the county.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wellesley granted per-
mission for Pym’s Village market in 
Wellesley to remain open on specific 

statutory holidays, including Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, Christmas and New Years 
Day.

The decision was made during a council 

meeting on Friday, February 21. 

“You can be assured that our opening 
the store will be beneficial to the people 
of Wellesley Township and surrounding 

area,” said Pym’s owner Krunal Patel in a 
letter to council dated January 19.

Half load restriction season begins

Pym’s to remain open on statutory holidays

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Perth County council adopted the 2023 
budget - including capital and operat-
ing - in principle during their meeting on 
February 16, with a 9.1 per cent increase 
to the levy.

The total amount in the budget is 
$19,765,573, an increase of $1,642,517 
from 2022. The 2023 taxable assessment 
in Perth County from 2022 will cover 2.54% 
of the levy with the remaining 6.52% being 

the levy increase directly related without 
the County’s 2022 assessment growth.

“We are excited to begin the new term of 
council with strong support for program 
delivery for our region,” said Warden 
Rhonda Ehgoetz. “County Council has 
done an efficient job reviewing and reach-
ing a decision with an approved budget.”

In a release, Perth County said that budget 
and key initiatives are informed by five 
strategic plan goals, including growth and 

economic development; regionalization 
and service effectiveness; customer ser-
vice excellence; community development 
and planning; and corporate sustainability.

These goals were identified in the 2019-
2022 corporate strategic plan - this year, 
the county will be undertaking a refresh 
of the plan to identify changes or emerg-
ing priorities since its creation in 2018.

“I am happy with the outcome of the 2023 
budget review.” said Corey Bridges, the 

county’s Manager of Finance / Treasurer. 
“Council balanced the needs of the region 
while using reserves and understanding 
the county faces the same external fis-
cal pressures as the other municipalities 
across Province such as inflation and the 
continued decrease in OMPF (Ontario 
Municipal Partnership Fund) funding.”

For a detailed budget breakdown, visit 
www.perthcounty.ca/finance.

Perth County council approves 2023 budget in 
principle with a 9.1 per cent increase

The way winters were 
years ago before the onset 
of climate change

Men at work with the 
Public Works Department 
in Tavistock

Without much snow this winter, we came across this picture from past history books, which 
shows the amount of snow many readers from past decades would probably remember that 
we were deluged with. Back then, those who enjoy winter sports like skiing, snowboarding 
or snowmobiling, didn’t have to worry about whether there would be enough snow for win-
ter recreation activities.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

It’s that time of year again, but usually not as early as this, when cracks and potholes appear 
to make driving and manoeuvring a test for drivers around area streets. The temperature set 
a record during the day and reached 16 degrees Celsius. Pictured are Travis Birch and Dan 
Weaver with East-Zorra-Tavistock public works last week, kept busy keeping streets in the 
town as smooth as possible for the local motoring public.  (Photo credit: Gary West)
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WRPS arrested driver of stolen vehicle in Wilmot 
Township

The Waterloo Regional Police Service arrested the 
32-year-old driver of a stolen vehicle in Wilmot Town-
ship on February 12.

At about 9:15 a.m. received a report of a stolen Toyota 
RAV4 from an address in Waterloo. Shortly after, police 
received another call that reported a driver of a RAV4 
was driving erratically.

The stolen vehicle was found by police in the parking 
lot in the area of Erbsville Road and Erb Street in Wa-
terloo. As police approached the vehicle, the driver fled 
the scene, striking a police cruiser, then continuing to 
flee at a high speed.

A short time later, the same vehicle was found by offi-
cers in Wilmot Township, where the driver was placed 

under arrest.

As a result of the investigation, the driver, a 32-year-
old Kitchener man, was charged with more than a doz-
en offences, including: theft of motor vehicle, failure to 
stop after an accident, dangerous operation, flight from 
police, impaired operation, possession of stolen prop-
erty over $5,000, driving while prohibited, possession 
of a controlled substance, failure or refusal to comply 
with a demand, breach of a judicial order, possession 
of a judicial order, possession of break-in instruments, 
possession of stolen property under $5,000, possession 
of identity document, and possession of unmarked cig-
arettes.

Theft in Perth East

A police investigation is underway after the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) responded to a reported theft of 
multiple tools from a workshop in Perth East Township.

It was reported that sometime between February 7 at 
10 a.m. and February 8 at 7:24 a.m., unknowns attended 

a Line 67 address and removed multiple tools totalling 
$17,000.

Anyone with information about this incident is asked to 
contact the Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Those who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an anonymous on-
line message at www.p3tips.com.

One charged after Wellesley collision

One person was charged after a two vehicle collision in 
Wellesley Township on February 1.

At about 9:50 a.m., the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
received a report of the collision. A Hyundai was trav-
elling east on Streicher Line when it was struck by a 
delivery van travelling south on Manser Road that failed 
to yield the right of way.

The driver of the van, a 31-year-old man from Oakville, 
was charged with fail to yield to traffic on a through 
highway.

NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) laid 40 traffic charges out in 
Wellesley Township on Wednesday, 
February 15.

The WRPS claimed they observed drivers 

travelling at high speeds in 40 kilometre 
per hour (km/h) and 50 km/h zones.

Among charges laid include speeding (26), 
fail to have insurance card (6), no current-
ly validated permit (3), stunt driving (2), 
careless driving (2), and drive no licence.

By Gary West

When the history in Perth county was 
written, the name that is a synonymous 
with settlement in the county is the 
Fryfogel family.

When the Fryfogel’s immigrated from 
Switzerland in 1806, they first settled in 
Philadelphia, where they lived for seven 
years. Then, in 1813, due to the meaning of 
their surname, “free bird” or “bird in flight,” 
they moved to Lancaster Pennsylvania, 
and in 1827 onto Waterloo county. That’s 
when Sebastian Fryfogel agreed to build 
an inn in Perth County, to assist the 

Canada Company and its development of 
the Huron tract, between Kitchener and 
Goderich. The first version of that inn was 
a log cabin, which he opened in 1828 on 
Lot 14 Concession 1.

The Canada company recognized 
Fryfogel’s efforts by granting him five 100 
acre plots, though he didn’t receive the 
deed for those lands until he complet-
ed his obligation in 1844, with a larger 
brick structure. The Fryfogel Tavern built 
in 1843-1844 remains there today on the 
south side of Highway 7&8 and opens ev-
ery summer for tourists travelling through 
the area.

WRPS lay 40 traffic charges 
in Wellesley in one day

The Fryfogel Tavern east of 
Shakespeare 

One police radar gun detected a speed of 98 km/h. (Photo credit: Twitter/@WRPSToday)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Nominations are now open for the annual 
Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
awards, including the Distinguished 
Graduate, Community Partner Award and 
Chair’s award.

The Chair’s Award is presented to a 

person (or group of peope) in the school 
system who has contributed significantly 
to Catholic education.

The Community Partner Award is pre-
sented in recognition of outstanding 
contributions made to Waterloo Region’s 
Catholic Schools by a community partner 
or agency serving the students, staff and 

great community of Waterloo Region.

The Distinguished Graduate Award 
was established in 2005. It is present-
ed to a graduate of 10 or more years 
from Waterloo Region’s Catholic School 
who provided an outstanding example 
of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate 
Expectations in action.

Those who wish to make a nomina-
tion in any of these categories can sub-
mit their rationale in writing along with 
any supporting documentation to Alice 
Figueiredo by Friday, March 31. Hard copy 
and emailed nominations are both accept-
able. Alice can be reached through email 
at alice.figueiredo@wcdsb.ca.

Nominations open for WCDSB awards
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COMMUNITY —

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

By Gary West

It was always a great tradition to write 
and give a speech in public school, where, 
when and if you did, you probably gained 
confidence in your ability to speak in front 
of an audience.

We’re sure that was the case for 15 Grade 
7 and 8 students from four schools around 
Hickson and area in the heart of Oxford 

County.

A very active and involved member-
ship from the Lions Club of Hickson 
and District, were again able to sponsor 
the club’s effective speaking contest  for 
the four area schools of Hickson Central 
School, the Oxford School, (who hosted 
the event), Tavistock Public School and 
Zorra-Highland Public School.

Some of the topics chosen by the students 
included fairy tale villains, law, the mean-
ing of Disney, siblings, sea turtles, black 
plague, cats vs dogs, coaching, accounting, 
oceanography, paramedics, music on the 
brain, virtual reality, the power of bore-
dom and the history of the toothbrush.

Each student spoke for the allotted time 
of five minutes or less and presented their 

topics very well to the large audience.

The three area judges included Sue Butt, 
Louise Ross, and Marlene Matheson. In 
comments addressing the public speaking 
students, they said they were most im-
pressed with everyone of them, and con-
gratulated them for getting involved in the 
process.

Hickson Lions host public speaking contest at the 
Oxford School

The group photo of public speakers including in no particular order: Leonard Hobbs, Nolan 
Caldwell, Finn Moir, Georgia Dorkin, Stella Hawkins, Julia Watts, Abigail Baker, Leah Miller, 
Tanner Norris, Sylvia Dennis, Keri Dietrich, Grace Piper, Ryan Austin, Emma Holm, Violet 
Bender. Judges sitting on stage are: Marlene Matheson, Sue Butt, Louise Ross.

From left to right, the winning speaker was Sylvia Dennis, second was Leah Miller, and third 
was Julia Watts.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford 
Perth (KWSP) Humane Society received 
a $5,000 grant from Petco Love, aimed at 
supporting the organization’s veterinary 
outreach program.

“As a registered charity that receives 
no level of government funding, grants 
like this are critical to ensuring that we 
can offer outreach programming to peo-
ple and pets who need us the most,” said 
Kathrin Delutis, chief executive officer 
of the KWSP Humane Society. “We are 

extremely thankful that Petco Love chose 
us as a grant recipient.”

The program serves Waterloo Region pet 
owners experiencing homelessness or 
who are vulnerably housed. The funds 
have already helped a number of pets 
receive wellness services, including vac-
cines, flea and tick prevention, and mi-
crochips, along with basic exams and spay 
and neuter surgeries.

Petco Love is an independent non-profit 
established in 1999, aimed at improving 
the lives of animals.

“Petco Love’s investment in our outreach 
program is a huge help considering we are 
seeing a significant increase in demand in 
the program,” said Calla James, director of 
community engagement and outreach at 
the KWSP Humane Society.

“This program plays a vital role in keeping 
people and pets together and supporting 
relationships that are so incredibly crucial 
to the mental health and wellness of both 
the owners and pets involved.”

In 2022, more than 125 animals received 
wellness and other veterinary services. 

In 2023, the medical team is poised to see 
almost 100 animals within the first three 
months of the year.

Recent clinics have operated with veter-
inary staff from HSKWSP, students from 
the Ontario Veterinary College, as well 
as community volunteers. Individuals 
are referred to the program through so-
cial workers or partner agencies in the 
community.

For more information on the initiatives of 
the KWSP Humane Society, visit kwsphu-
mane.ca.

KWSP Humane Society receives $5,000 grant
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COMMUNITY —

Total motor vehicle collisions and fatalities up in 2022 compared to 2021
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) pub-
lishes previous year-round traffic data 
associated with how drivers fared on and 
off the road. The data provides a two year 
comparison snapshot of traffic fatalities, 
collisions and their contributing factors, 
and more.

While traffic volumes were up in 2022 
(over 2021), the increases in fatalities not-
ed in the data should not be viewed or ac-
cepted as an inevitable outcome of more 
people out on roads.

“By any measure, a life lost in a prevent-
able collision or other traffic incident is 
one too many,” said the OPP. “The most 
important takeaway from the data is the 
need for every driver and passenger to 
eliminate all manner of risk, as this re-
mains the most critical factor in prevent-
ing the senseless loss of life.”

The data applies to all OPP jurisdictions:

There was an increase in motor vehicle 
fatalities in 2022 at 359, up from 315 the 
year before. Total number of collisions was 
74,173 in 2022, up from 60,659 in 2021. 
The leading contributing factor(s) for 
number of people killed were as follows:

Speed-related:

2022: 85

2021: 81

Inattentive-related:

2022: 61

2021: 60

Alcohol/drug-related:

2022: 64

2021: 32

Seatbelt-related:

2022: 61

2021: 47

There was an increase in motorcycle 

fatalities at 44 in 2022, up from 35 the year 
before. The leading contributing factor in 
2022 was “lost control” (7), while in 2021, 
it was “speed - too fast for the conditions” 
(6).

Fatalities involving commercial motor 
vehicles were the exact same amount in 
2022 as in 2021 - 87. The lead contribut-
ing factor in 2022 was “lost control” (16), 
and “speed - too fast for conditions (10) in 
2021.

Pedestrian fatalities were down in 2022 at 
29, compared to 40 in 2021.

Boating fatalities were just slightly up in 
2022 at 29, compared to 27 in 2021. The 
primary causes were the same both years: 
in 2022, capsized vessel, falling overboard 
(9), and in 2021, there were 10 instances 
of this. The number of deceased vessel oc-
cupants not wearing a personal floatation 
device was 26 in 2022, up slightly from 24 
in 2021.

Along trails, there was a slight increase 

in off-road vehicle fatalities in 2022 at 27, 
up from 22 in 2021. The leading contrib-
uting factor was the same both years: “lost 
control,” with seven instances in 2022 and 
nine in 2021.

Snowmobile fatalities were slightly down 
in the 2021-2022 season at 14, down from 
15 in the 2020-2021 season. The leading 
contributing factor was the same both 
years - “speed - too fast for the conditions,” 
with 6 instances in the 2021-2022 season, 
and 7 in the 2020-2021 season.

The OPP encouraged the public to remem-
ber that safety is a shared responsibility. 
“The OPP remains committed to reducing 
and preventing injuries and fatalities on 
roadways, highways, waterways and trails 
through high visibility patrol, enforce-
ment and education throughout the year,” 
the organization said in a release.

“We can all do our part to stay safe and 
reduce the number of collisions and fatal-
ities in Ontario.”

OPP publishes annual collision data

www.josslin.com
1  888  567  7546•• •

24
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY —
Tree down in Shade Street 
in New Hamburg 

Icy conditions in Southern 
Perth County in mid February 
closed many local schools

A tree was downed on Shade Street in New Hamburg as of Friday, February 17. (Photo cred-
it: Jessica Wolf)

This photo shows how freezing rain coated tree branches in southern Perth County in 
mid-February to make for a beautiful country scene. At the same time, this cancelled numer-
ous school buses and closed schools because of icy conditions. (Photo credit: Gary West)

By Liz Yundt

The Hall in Stratford has local bands 
performing on April 8th at 8 p.m. Bands 
include Smalltown Strip Club, La Grove, 
Hedge Hoppers, Julie and the the Giants 
along with Javelin. 

Connor Meiering from Stratford will be 
opening for the bands. Please come out 
and support our local musicians! 

Tickets are $25 - available at Needle's 
Appliances in Stratford or on-line at 
https://www.ticketscene.ca/events/43947/.

Local bands performing at 
the Hall in Stratford

NE
W!

Order
bag tags

through the
Wasteline

app

Oxford County residents can now purchase bag tags 
for curbside waste collection through the Wasteline 
app using a smartphone or other handheld device.

Bag tags are also available online and at select 
retailers for the same price ($2/tag), subject to store 
policy for minimum sales in effect for debit or credit 
card purchases. Never pay more. For details, please 
visit www.wasteline.ca/bagtags.
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

February 23: Happy birthday to 
Ivy Bender (6), Caitlyn Wirth (15), 
Courtney Wilker (22), and Cody 
Wood (23).

February 24: Happy birth-
day to Declan Mohr (12), Erin 
Brenneman (22), and Madison 
Kuehl (22).

February 25: Happy birthday to 
Attwell Martin (7), Sophie Spicer 
(16), Ella Spicer (16), Max Harvey 
(17), Chloe Wilhelm, and Joshua 
Bender.

February 26: Happy birthday to 
Katelyn Yantzi (22).

February 27: Happy birthday to 
Arlo Churchward (4), Noah Puk-

licz (14), Sophie West (15), Caleb 
Kimpel (20), Sue Little, and Sonya 
Kollman.

February 28: Happy birthday to 
Matthew Phillips (3) and Skyler 
Riehl (18).

March 1: Happy birthday to Pau-
line Bender.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have 
a special day coming up? Let us 
know at tavistockgazette@rogers.
com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to 
appear in our Birthdays and Anni-
versaries listing or to arrange for a 
special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) What would you mix with sparkling white wine to make a 
Mimosa? 

2) Where in the world would you expect to find a car with the 
vehicle registration code ‘V’?

3) In which children’s book did a spider called Charlotte and a 
pig called Wilbur appear?

4) Which Mexican artist produced works entitled ‘The Broken 
Column’ and ‘Diego and I’?

5) How many sides has a heptadecagon?

6) What was the name of the character played by John Travolta 
in the film ‘Pulp Fiction’?

7) Which was the first James Bond film to feature Roger Moore in 
the title role?

8) ‘Suncrisp’, ‘Golden Russet’ and ‘Braeburn’ are all varieties of 
which fruit?

9) In which country would you find the coastal resort of Lara 
Beach?

10) In which century was the first ‘Grand National’ horse race?

Answers found on page 22

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading 
through the past pages of the Ta-
vistock Gazette (est. 1895). With-
in this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my find-
ings.

February 14-21, 2018 Edition (5 
years ago)

Doris Gladding has always en-
joyed following and supporting 
minor, junior and senior hock-
ey in Tavistock. “On many cold 
Friday night, you can find Doris 
standing along the boards, close 
to the glass and closest to all the 
action and players. One might 
even call her a super fan!” said 
Scott Rowland, an executive 
member of the Tavistock Braves 
Junior C Hockey Club. He made 
the comment prior to Friday 
night’s game inducting Mrs. 
Gladding as the first recipient of 
the Braves’ Legacy Club award.

Thirty-two curlers participated 
in the 20th Annual Men’s Bon-
spiel at the Tavistock Arena on 
Saturday, February 17th. Mike 
Munro’s foursome (Colin Yant-
zi, Mark Matheson, Matt Lichti) 
had the high total of 34.5 for the 
day followed by Toby Schlegel’s 
team (Gord Richards, Brent 
Ropp, and Kris Matthews).

February 13-20, 2008 Edition 
(15 years ago)

The Tavistock Bantam “C” Jr. 
Jets Rep hockey team had an 
immensely successful week-
end at the International Silver 
Stick competition held in Bel-
leville last weekend, dominat-
ing their division and making it 

all the way to the finals before 
losing to Leamington. Desiree 
Brenneman deserving won 
the MVP in the championship 
game, concluding a strong tour-
nament in which she scored 14 
goals. Jets’ goalie Rachel McKay 
was incredible all weekend, al-
lowing only 10 goals in 6 games.

When an Elvis impersonator 
in street clothes walked into 
Willy Elzinga’s 50th birthday 
party, Willy knew him right 
away. When Elvis returned for 
his evening performance, Wil-
ly exclaimed, “Welcome back.” 
Although Elvis didn’t manage 
to surprise Willy, there were a 
few surprises Saturday night, 
as well wishers packed the Ta-
vistock Legion Hall to celebrate 
Willy’s 50th birthday.

February 18-25, 1998 Edition 
(25 years ago)

Tavistock Braves receiving 
awards at the recent Bauer Di-
vision banquet include: Scott 
Matheson was the Top Defence-
man in the Bauer Division; Luke 
Schiedel was Rookie of the Year; 
Jeremy Bartlett was named to 
the All Star team at right wing; 
and Chris Weitzel and Paul Bar-
ron earned college bursaries.

One of the most notorious 
events in Tavistock’s history 
occurred fifty years ago on Feb-
ruary 11, 1948 when an armed 
robbery took place, as two men 
robbed the Canadian Bank 
of Commerce of $4,137. Bank 
manager V.E. Appel said that he 
thought something peculiar was 
taking place when the two men 
entered the bank, but one re-

mained near the door. The other 
then pulled out a “nasty black 
gun” and forced the members of 
the bank staff and the custom-
ers into the vault while the first 
man scooped money from the 
cashier’s till.

February 14-21, 1973 Edition 
(50 years ago)

The former Diehl’s Garage 
and dwelling is yielding to the 
wrecker’s hammer. Tepperman 
of Kitchener began razzing the 
white brick building on Wednes-
day, February 14th. The building 
was originally erected by Mr. 
Fred Krug, Glasgow Warehouse 

owner, when he found his ware-
house (now Krug’s Butcher 
Shop) was not large enough to 
handle his egg-grading packing 
and poultry operation. In 1917 
it was owned by the Glasgow 
Warehouse Co., and in 1932 Lee 
Harris took title and later sold 
it to Henry Leinweber in 1934 
who in turn sold it to Mr. Clar-
ence W. Diehl in 1936. After Mr. 
Diehl’s death, the lot and garage 
were purchased by the Canadi-
an Imperial Bank of Commerce 
on October 26, 1969. The build-
ing was offered for sale and 
used only sparingly for storage 
since its purchase.

The Old Gazettes
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SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

The first home-ice win of the series by 
either side led Tavistock to a 7-0-win 
Saturday and a berth in the WOAA AA 
Senior Hockey League semi-finals. It was 
a melodramatic end to what had been a 
close series with just one game decided 
by more than two goals.

Devon Kropf’s goal just 36 seconds into 
the opening frame would be all the 
Royals would need. Trevor Sauder and 
Callan Christner added helpers while 
Matt Zilke added a late first-period to 
give Tavistock a 2-0 lead after 20 min-
utes and scored his second of the night 
early in the third. Erik Robichaud and 
Jeremy Munro earned a goal and assist 
each, while Sean Kienapple chipped in 

with two assists. Patrick Vulgan and Cam 
Leslie each scored once in the game that 
saw 11 players find the scoresheet.

Royals coach Brad Stere says it was a re-
lief to finish the series without having to 
play a game seven in Palmerston. “It was 
a very big win for us on Saturday in front 
a huge crowd. I think the guys were real-
ly focused and ready to go, then having a 
big crowd just motivated us all the more. 
We are definitely hitting our stride at the 
right time. The whole team is contribut-
ing as you can see by our balanced attack. 
Also, us getting the first goal in the first 
shift just started us off and going.”  

Jensen Van Boekel turned aside all 36 
shots to earn the shutout. He played ev-
ery minute of each game for the Royals 

and Stere says he will be between the 
pipes until further notice. “Jensen had a 
very strong game as he has been all se-
ries. We have tremendous faith in all 3 of 
our goalies but made the decision to go 
with Jensen until we feel that as a team, 
we need to make a change.”  

Now the Royals attention turns to 
Seaforth and the defending champion 
Centenaires, who swept Durham in four 
straight games. Stere says while they re-
spect the regular season champs, they are 
motivated and believe they can win. “The 
top team in the league, as their record 
states. They are an extremely well-bal-
anced team as well. We split the season 
series with them and we were the only 
team to beat them in regulation. They 
were the team that put us out in the 
semis last year, so I know my guys are 
ready and motivated to play them. With 
that being said, we are definitely going to 
have to bring our ‘A’ game, but I am confi-
dent in our chances against them."

Game one is set for this Friday in 
Tavistock at 8:30 p.m., with game two 

going in Seaforth at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
The remainder of the series has not been 
scheduled. The other AA semi-final fea-
tures Ripley against Saugeen Shores.

Royals Move into League Semi-Finals after 
Disposing of 81’s

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Saturday, Feb 25th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Team PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
WEL Kyle Baker F 38 19 44 63
NHF Lucas Carson F 26 17 42 59
NHF Cole Stannix F 39 30 23 53
WNV Davin Gray F 38 24 24 48
NHF Owen Fischer F 37 20 28 48
NHF Jake Thompson F 40 20 26 46
WEL Isiah Katsube F 35 25 20 45
NOR Joel Storoschuk F 37 19 26 45
WNV Ethan Szabo F 36 25 19 44
NOR Brandon Balazs F 34 22 20 42
NOR Austin Forsyth F 38 19 19 38
WEL Adam Hoff F 32 13 23 36
WEL Carson Wickie F 36 19 15 34
NOR Nathan Murphy F 36 13 21 34
WEL Koby Seiling D 38 7 26 33
WEL Justin McCombs F 25 17 15 32
NOR Reid Lazou F 37 15 17 32
WNV Jake Phelan D 32 4 26 30
WNV Nolan Brett F 28 12 17 29
NHF Tyler Reid D 39 5 24 29
TAV Luke Fanjoy D 37 16 12 28
TAV Jayden Seguin F 33 14 14 28
TAV Zach Gladding F 31 15 12 27
NOR Kyle Brezinski F 36 13 13 26
NHF Kyle Kraemer D 34 10 16 26
NHF Antonio Pasqualino F 32 9 17 26

PJHL - South Doherty Division
2022-23 Point Leaders
(through Feb. 20, 2023)

GP W L OTL T PTS
New Hamburg Firebirds 40 29 6 3 2 63
Wellesley Applejacks 39 28 7 2 2 60
Norwich Merchants 38 26 11 1 0 53
Tavistock Braves 39 20 15 2 2 44
Woodstock Navy Vets 38 17 19 1 1 36
Hespeler Shamrocks 38 5 29 3 1 14
Paris Mounties 38 5 29 2 2 14

PJHL STANDINGS (Feb.20, 2023)
South Doherty Division

The Tavistock Royals players, including Sean Kienapple and Mike Noyes, scramble for the 
puck during game action. 

Tavistock Royals player Devon Kropf high fives a teammate. Photos by Jessica Carnochan, 
Bend Photo & Design.  
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SPORTS —

By Gary West

It was a busy day on Saturday, February 18 
at the Tavistock Curling rink when eight 
teams competed in the Tavistock Men’s 
Open Bonspiel. There were two to eight 
end games as teams from New Hamburg, 
Plattsville, Stratford, and St. Marys com-
peted for the top prizes.

Organizer Brian Bennett and many 

volunteers would like to thank all their 
sponsors for supporting the day.

Team Schwartzentruber won the first 
draw, and team Campbell won the second 
draw. They are encouraging more teams to 
participate next year.

More info is available at: tavistockcurling-
club@gmail.com.

Local towns taking part 
at the Tavistock Men’s 
Open Bonspiel

Free Wellesley skate

The curling action taking place all day Saturday at the Tavistock Curling Club.

The Wellesley & District Lions Club sponsored a free family skate on Monday afternoon, 
February 20 at the Wellesley arena. Grammy’s Boutique & Espresso Bar supplied hot choc-
olate and candy corn popcorn. (Photo credit: Facebook/Wellesley & District Lions Club) 

By Lee Griffi

For the most part, any team can beat 
any other team at any Provincial Junior 
Hockey League game, but with the post 
season just a few weeks away, the only 
real race in the division is for first place.

Wellesley trails New Hamburg by just 
three points with a game in hand thanks 
to the Applejacks’ three-game win-
ning streak, with all three wins coming 
over the long weekend, starting with a 
4-2 home-ice victory over Tavistock on 
Saturday. Despite being outshot 52 to 
32, the Braves did find the back of the 
net first at the 1:09 mark of the sec-
ond period on a goal from Nicholas 
Thibodeau. Connor Doerbecker tied it up 
just over three minutes later before Ian 
Glendenning’s eleventh of the season 
gave Tavistock a brief 2-1 lead. Wellesley 
scored the next two goals of the period, 
the first by Carson Wickie and the second 
by Isiah Katsube. Kyle Baker added an 
empty net marker with 42 seconds left in 
the third to seal the victory.

Sunday, the Applejacks earned a 5-2 victo-
ry in Norwich. The Merchants scored the 
first period’s only goal before Wellesley 

potted five straight from the 8:28 mark of 
the second period up to 4:28 of the third. 
Connor Bradley, Doerkbecker, Adam 
Hoff, Evan Silveira, and Katsube (with 
his 25th) all found the back of the net. 
Noah Bender stopped 30 of 32 shots in 
the Applejacks goal to pick up the win.

Wellesley completed the weekend sweep 
with a hard-fought 5-4 overtime victory in 
Woodstock on Family Day in front of over 
1000 fans. The Applejacks scored three 
consecutive goals in the third to force the 
extra frame, where Carson Wickie scored 
an unassisted marker, his 19th of the 
season, for the win. Jake Clemmer, Austin 
Stemmler, and Kyle Baker scored in the 
third. Eric Lacey’s second period goal tied 
the game at one before the Navy Vets rat-
tled off three straight of their own.

Applejacks head coach Ryan Gerber 
says he kept his approach simple coming 
into the weekend. “We played three good 
teams this weekend, and we just talk-
ed to the boys about taking it one shift 
at a time, one period at a time, and one 
game at a time, building off that and get-
ting better after each.” As for his team’s 
chances at first place, Gerber says, “We 

can only control what we can do. If we 
win out, that gives us a shot at first place. 
A few other things have to happen for 
us, but it’s going to be an interesting two 
weeks.” Wellesley’s remaining two games 
are against the bottom two teams in the 
division, Paris and Hespler, but Gerber 
says they are taking nothing for granted. 
“Both those clubs have improved since 
the beginning of the year, and they’re 
both gritty teams. We have to stay fo-
cused and stick to our game of blue-collar 
hockey. If we do that, we will be alright.”

Braves Earn Weekend Split

Tavistock started the weekend with a 
4-1 win on home ice over New Hamburg. 
The Braves scored the first two goals 
of the game from Trent Davis and 
Alexander Thompson, but the Firebirds’ 
Jake Thompson picked up a late mark-
er to make it 2-1 after 20 minutes of 
play. Jayden Seguin scored the only sec-
ond period on a setup from goalie Jeff 
Kernichan to give Tavistock a two-goal 
cushion. Kernichan kicked out 22 of 23 
shots to earn the win and was named the 
game’s second star. Luke Fanjoy rounded 
out the scoring for Tavistock in the third.

Firebirds Bounce Back Against Lowly 
Mounties

New Hamburg did manage a week-
end split with a 6-2 win versus Paris on 
Saturday, where four players reached 
milestones for the division leaders. Cole 
Stannix scored his 30th of the season, 
good for 13th in the entire PJHL, while 
Jake Thompson scored three times for 
New Hamburg and, in doing so, reached 
the 20-goal plateau. “Both Jake and Cole 
have contributed all year to our offense. I 
am happy to see them reach those mile-
stones. I hope they can continue to have 
success through the playoffs,” says New 
Hamburg coach Shane Gerber. Justin 
McManus also added his 10th, while 
Anthony Pede picked up his first of the 
season. Despite the pressure from sec-
ond-place Wellesley, Gerber says the 
team is in charge of its own destiny. “It is 
nice to be in control, and I am confident 
in this team. If we show up and play to 
our potential, we can get the job done. We 
are aware of the importance of finishing 
first.”

Another Weekend – More Parody in the PJHL’s 
Doherty Division 
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA LUXURY CAR SALESTRATFORD KIA LUXURY CAR SALE

2018 Kia Stinger GT Limited

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
84,886 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,229 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Infiniti Q50 Luxe

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,425 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 AUDI A4 S LINE PREMIUM 2021 AUDI A4 S LINE PREMIUM 
PLUS 45 TFSI QUATTRO AWDPLUS 45 TFSI QUATTRO AWD

2022 TESLA MODEL 3 2022 TESLA MODEL 3 
STANDARD RANGE PLUS RWDSTANDARD RANGE PLUS RWD

2019 FORD MUSTANG 2019 FORD MUSTANG 
GT RWDGT RWD

$53,995$53,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 6,7946,794 km km
$69,995$69,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 310310 km km
$47,995$47,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 8,6408,640 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

COMMUNITY —
Pickleball in Tavistock

About 14 people made it out to the Memorial Hall in Tavistock for a recent game of pickleball. Another game was scheduled for Wednesday, February 22. “It is an amazing way of meeting 
our friends in Tavistock,” said organizer Amir Ali. “Always room for more. Please come out and try, you will not regret it!” Anyone with inquiries can email remci@bell.net.  (Photo credit: 
Facebook/Amir Ali)
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

Airedale 
terrier
Alsatian
Barbet
Bitch
Boxer
Bulldog
Chow
Cocker spaniel
Corgi
Cur
Dhole
Dingo
Dumber
Eskimo

Hound
Husky
Jowler
Laika
Lap-dog
Limmer
Llewellyn
Lym
Nunx
Pariah
Peke
Pointer
Pom
Pooch
Poodle

Pug
Pup
Puppy
Pye-dog
Pyrame
Rach
Ratter
Rug
Saluki
Sealyham
Shough
Spitz
Thibetan 
masti�
Tike
Tyke

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
BEE

Our Pet of the Week is Bee, the 
newest addition to the Wiffen 
household. Bee got her name 

because she is a busy little bee. 
She loves to jump, chase, explore 
and cuddle after a good workout

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo of a bald eagle was snapped by Darryl Gingerich and posted to the group on Feb-
ruary 9. “I decided to go for a walk after work and enjoy the sunshine. And came across this 
guy. I’ve seen them flying all over town, but this is a first to see one perched,” said Darryl 
in his post. “I was a little excited. I just sat there and watched as he cleaned his feathers for 
almost 20 minutes. What amazing birds.” (Photo credit: Facebook/Darryl Gingerich)
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Thoughts on the 2023 real estate market in Ontario 

Where is the real estate 
market headed in 2023? 
This is what is on the 
minds of many potential 
Buyers and Sellers this 
February. The Waterloo 
Region Association of Re-
altors (WRAR) reported 
on February 3, 2023, that 
the number of homes 
sold in January through 
the Multiple Listing Ser-
vice® (MLS®) System of 
the Waterloo Region As-
sociation of REALTORS® 
(WRAR) totalled 297 units, 
a decrease of 41.9 per cent 
compared to January 2022 
and 31 per cent below the 
previous 5-year average 
for the month.

“Waterloo Region’s home 
sales in January were at 
their second lowest of any 
single month in well over 
a decade,” says Megan 
Bell, president of WRAR. 
“Home sales tend to be 
sluggish in January, and 
while we expected activity 
to ease to reflect econom-
ic challenges, this was a 
larger drop than originally 
anticipated.” Megan Bell, 
president of WRAR).

We saw a big correction 
in 2022, and many people 
are still reeling from the 
aftermath of the signifi-
cant drop in prices since 
the highs of February 2022 
to present times. The Ca-
nadian Real Estate As-
sociation (CREA), when 
looking at the benchmark 
price of a home, a mea-

sure that combines sale 
prices of condominiums, 
attached and detached 
houses across all markets 
Ontario, reported a 64 per 
cent increase in just two 
years, from the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
CREA’s further reported 
that the benchmark figure 
for Ontario has since fall-
en by nearly 20 per cent, 
but keep in mind that the 
decline only takes prices 
back to the level they were 
at in September of 2021.

The central bank raised its 
standard-setting bench-
mark rate seven times in 
2022 to try to deal with the 
inflationary highs. There 
was another increase in 
January of 2023. Peo-
ple are trying to adjust to 
these new rates, including 
getting new pre-approvals 
from lenders, so they know 
where they are at, moving 
forward. This has a huge 
impact on affordability for 
many Canadian Buyers. 
The demand for homes 
and the prices has cooled, 
and are the most afford-
able they have been in the 
last couple of years, how-
ever; with the new inter-
est rates, many Buyers are 
finding that they are hav-
ing more difficulty qual-
ifying for the mortgage 
amount needed to buy.

Employment levels remain 
strong, and immigration 
will continue to rise, but 
some Sellers are afraid to 
list their homes because of 
the current prices. There 
will be many who will be 
forced to sell due to the 
higher carrying costs be-
cause of the increase in 
the interest rates and the 
effect that has all across 
the board.

Many Real Estate analysts 
feel that inventory lev-
els and volume of home 
sales may remain low for 
some time. Some analysts 
say that in some parts of 

Ontario, i.e. London, KW, 
Barrie and Georgian Bay 
area, there could be aver-
age price declines of up to 
15 per cent, and in other 
areas, there could be small 
increases in more North-
ern Ontario, Southwest-
erly parts of Ontario and 
Eastern Ontario in cities 
like Ottawa.

Canadian Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) said that they 
are forecasting nationally 
that the average sale price 
across Canada will contin-
ue to decline until the sec-
ond quarter of 2023.

There is better news for 
Sellers going into 2024. 
The average price of 
homes sold in Canada will 
fall close to almost 6% in 
2023, but they expect them 
to bounce back modestly 
in 2024, according to a new 
forecast released by the 
Canadian Real Estate As-
sociation. (CREA). TD Eco-
nomics predicts a housing 
market revival in 2024. 
The bank predicts 2024 
home sales will rise 19% 
and prices will rise 6%.

Although we will contin-
ue to struggle with inven-
tory levels, If the Bank of 
Canada can get inflation 
under control, they can 
start working on bringing 
down the costs to bor-
row again so Buyers can 
re-enter the market. In 
saying this, there are still 
so many Buyers who need 
to find a home or housing 
and who can’t wait forever. 
Rents throughout Ontario 
are quite high due to the 
demand. Even though the 
mortgage rates are high-
er than they were, it may 
still make better sense to 
buy versus rent because 
of the monthly mortgage 
payments vs rent pay-
ments. There will be some 
who will find a way to pur-
chase and take advantage 
of the lower home prices 

between now and into the 
end of spring and begin-
ning of summer 2023.

We need an increase of 
supply. We need develop-
ment plans to be made a 
priority in Ontario. Sellers 
need incentives to move. 
The lack of supply has 
been the biggest factor all 
along.

Bill 23 was introduced 
in late fall of 2022, also 
known as the More Homes 
Built Faster Act. It was 
passed by the legislature 
on third reading on No-
vember 28, 2022, after sev-
eral amendments were re-
ported out from the Stand-
ing Committee. It was 
intended to help Ontario, 
and the GTA overcome 
a critical lack of housing 
supply and reduce the 
cost of housing as well as 
will enable the building of 
more housing, more quick-
ly. It was also intended to 
make it easier to add the 
density needed in Ontar-
io cities. Bill 23 addresses 
the significant govern-
ment charges collected on 
new homes and passed on 
to consumers. Municipal 
fees and charges, as well 
as development fees, have 
been on the rise. Further-
more, the intent of Bill 23 
is to add predictability to 
government charges and 
lays out what should and 
should not be paid for by 
development charges, and 
limits future increases. If 
you want to read up on 
this controversial piece of 
legislation then you can do 
so on the Legislative As-
sembly of Ontario website 
https://www.ola.org/en/
legislative-business/bills/
parliament-43/session-1/
bill-23. What kind of an 
effect this Bill will have on 
the current and future real 
estate market has yet to be 
seen.

My advice to Buyers is to 
head back to Mortgage 

Lenders for new pre-ap-
provals to find out what 
kind of a mortgage you can 
manage in these times. You 
want to remember that 
your pre-approval amount 
isn’t always affordable. You 
need to take into consider-
ation all the “hidden” costs 
and the carrying costs in-
volved in home ownership, 
and all your current fi-
nancial obligations so that 
you don’t get in over your 
head on a home purchase. 
Remember, you want to 
be able to live life as well. 
Keep saving.

Sellers need to determine 
when the time is right 
to sell. You don’t want to 
wait until you are forced 
to sell. If you are downsiz-
ing then, call your trust-
ed Realtor to get an Mar-
ket Evaluation/Opinion 
of Value on your current 
home so that you know 
the return you may expect. 
They can also discuss al-
ternative housing options 
with you. They can answer 
your questions about the 
current market and help 

guide and advise you in 
your decision-making pro-
cess. They can also provide 
you with what penalties 
and costs are involved and 
if the benefits outweigh 
the costs involved with the 
change. If you still have a 
mortgage, then find out if 
there are penalties/costs 
associated with selling 
your home and paying off 
your existing mortgage 
and/or if your mortgage 
can be ported at a new 
property etc. If your inter-
est rate is too high and you 
are having trouble manag-
ing, find out if you can get 
into a fixed interest rate 
at a more affordable rate/
payment. See what options 
your financial institution/
lender/mortgage broker 
can provide you with first.

If you do have to Sell your 
home, make sure it shows 
it’s best and stands out 
from the rest! This is very 
important in this market. 
Staging, photography and 
marketing are proven dol-
lars well spent!

By Alison Willsey

N.H. INC.
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���	���������������	��� Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

Empire, Idared, Ambrosia, Gala and Russet. 
Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams 

and preserves 
California Navel Oranges and Florida Red Grapefruit

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
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OPINION —

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA SEMI-FINALS

Tavistock Royals vs
Seaforth Centenaires
Fri., Feb. 24th 2023 
at 8:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

 

FARM LAND FOR SALE  
BY TENDER 

Vendor:  Margaret Frank 
 

52 total acres, more or less 
45 workable acres, more or less 

 

South ½ of East ½ Lot 29 Concession 9 East Nissouri; 
Zorra, known municipally as 156735 15th Line, 

Lakeside, Ontario 
 

*Includes 3 bedroom farmhouse and outbuildings* 
The highest or any offer need not necessarily be 

accepted by the Vendor. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 noon 
on Monday, March 13th, 2023. 

 
For tender forms contact:  

Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 

 

Attention:  Matthew Orchard 
6 Wellington Street, Stratford 

Phone:  519-271-6770 
E-mail: orchard@stratfordlawyers.com 

 

Healthy eating is para-
mount for overall well-
ness. As a Certified Holis-
tic Nutritionist providing 
personalized meal plans, 
I focus on nutrient-dense 
foods to supply an array 
of vitamins, minerals, phy-
tonutrients, and fabulous 
fiber to live your best life. 
Diets tend to focus on what 
to eat or not eat. Did you 
know one of the best ways 
to maintain or lose weight 
and support optimal 
health is linked to when 
you eat? The idea of eat-
ing three meals a day plus 
snacks may be typical but 
a tad outdated. More and 
more, I am encouraging 
clients to be open to the 
idea of following a fasting 
lifestyle. Intermittent fast-
ing is an eating plan based 
on time-restricted feeding.  

Intermittent fasting is a 
diet regime with several 
options, but all centered 
on choosing the regular 
time to eat and fast. The 
window period for eating 
is typically eight hours, but 
die-hard followers main-
tain a six-hour window 
period. Provided dinner 
is at 5 p.m., ‘break-fast’ 
would occur at 11 a.m. the 
following day. Whole-day 
fasting is popular. Another 
approach is the 5:2 meth-
od. Going all out or food 
free for one to two days 
per week is paired with 
five days of no restriction 
style eating. Alternate-day 
fasting is a run-of-the-
mill menu planned day 
followed by a 24-hr fast 
or including one small 
meal under 500 calories. 
For those on-the-go, one 
large meal fits fabulous-
ly into a four-hr fasting 
window. I find this ideal 
for those clients too busy 
to eat, skip meals and find 
food prep overwhelming. 
Calorie reduction may not 
always be needed by fast-
ing lifestyle lovers. Eating 
one supersized healthy 
mega-meal daily tends to 
lead to weight loss. Keep 
in mind the fasting period 
is super strict, allowing for 

only water, black coffee or 
tea. Fasting alone can lead 
to fat loss and a change in 
body composition.  

Fasting is not a quick fix 
diet but rather a way to 
thrive alive long-term. 
Menu planning is easi-
er, saves money and the 
body-boosting benefits are 
mind-blowing. Fasting may 
sound trendy but thanks to 
researchers at Johns Hop-
kins University linking 
intermittent fasting to in-
creased stress resistance, 
longevity and a decreased 
incidence of diseases, I’m 
confident it will gain more 
attention. Intermittent 
fasting can be used to ad-
dress chronic conditions 
such as inflammation, ir-
ritable bowel syndrome, 
high cholesterol and blood 
pressure. Those suffering 
from asthma, Alzheimer’s, 
multiple sclerosis, stroke, 
arthritis and type-2 diabe-
tes may also benefit from 
intermittent fasting.  

Increased trials and slews 
of studies will help re-
searchers understand how 
intermittent fasting influ-
ences the body. For now, 
fasting seems to be relat-
ed to cells creating energy 
and how the body burns 

fats for usable energy 
once reserves are deplet-
ed. Autophagy, defined as 
the body’s way of cleaning 
out its own debris is often 
the reason many begin 
their fasting journey. This 
self-removal of damaged 
cells, pathogens and de-
graded proteins is gaining 
notoriety as a hardcore de-
tox. Fasting leads to auto-
phagy, and this appears to 
combat inflammation, turn 
back the hands of time and 
continually researched as 
a potential way to reverse 
serious conditions.  

Fasting sounds a lot tough-
er than it is. Ideally, you al-
ready adhere to a twelve-
hour window period be-
ginning the moment the 
dinner fork is set down un-
til the following morning’s 
oatmeal and cup of java. 
This is considered rest and 
digest, helping support 
the digestive system and 
engaging the parasympa-
thetic system. Be honest 
with yourself regarding 
current eating patterns. 
Set yourself up for super-
lative success. If you tend 
to skip breakfast and eat a 
late lunch and dinner, you 
began without ever real-
izing. Early risers looking 
forward to a double double 

coffee with a side of toast 
and eggs will be finished 
with their last meal while 
friends are enjoying hap-
py hour. Once the eating 
window is closed, that’s it! 
No alcohol, pop or snacks. 
Not one bite or sip! If say-
ing farewell to nighttime 
nibbles or ciao to char-
donnay is overwhelming, 
alternate-day fasting or 
whole-day fasting might 
be the best option. Fasting 
can be designed to fit any 
lifestyle. I have followed 
a fasting way of eating 
for years and have helped 
many clients reach their 

weight and health goals. 
Intermittent fasting may 
be the change you seek to 
drop the diet drama!

Always consult your 
healthcare practitioner 
before changing your cur-
rent program.  

Mercedes Kay Gold is a 
Certified Holistic Nutri-
tionist, Certified Personal 
Trainer and published writ-
er who loves helping others 
live their best life when not 
spending time with her chil-
dren and grandson Theo-
dore.

EXPERT ADVICE: Intermittent Fasting

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Clive A. lAwry
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX

PREPARATION
519-655-3490 • 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock

Serving Tavistock and Area for 33 years!

Monday to Friday 9-5 • Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!



20 Thursday, February 23, 2023 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

TRAVEL —

Let’s be completely honest, here 
– Ireland, and the people of Ire-
land, are confusing as heck.

On one hand, this is a country 
bitterly divided. Actually, it’s le-
gally two countries, with North-
ern Ireland a part of the United 
Kingdom, and the rest of the is-
land an independent republic. 
We are not far removed from the 
worst days of “the troubles” when 
death and destruction was often 
the order of the day. Even today, 
Belfast, the capital of Northern 
Ireland, has a towering wall di-
viding the Protestant and Catho-
lic sections of the city, with gates 
that are locked every night.

But on the other hand, you will 
never meet a nation of friendlier 
people. They are warm, welcom-
ing, engaging, conversational, 
and an overall delight.

I know – I don’t understand, ei-
ther.

Books have been written about 
the troubles, so I won’t dwell on 
this, any further. Instead, let me 
tell you about Michael O’Flynn, 
Eddie and Eddie, Mary and Den-
nis, and a few more of the nicest, 
most engaging folks I met a few 

months ago in Ireland.

Michael O’Flynn has a little ki-
osk where he sells souvenirs, 
just outside the gates of Glen-
dalough, a historic monastic site 
near Dublin. Among his wares 
were cleverly designed Irish 
socks. But they had no price tags.

“How much are your socks?” I 
asked, ever the practical shopper. 
“They’re two and a half euros,” 
said Michael O’Flynn. “Each.”

“Each?”

“Well, if you want the pair, that 
will be five euros,” he said with 
an enormous grin.

From that well-rehearsed com-
ment, it somehow took about 
thirty seconds for us to be shar-
ing our life stories, including 
comparisons of his mother’s 
search for relatives lost in adop-
tion proceedings – a circum-
stance I have also experienced. 
I probably spent no more than 
five minutes with Michael O’Fly-
nn – but they were rich and very 
amusing minutes. Also, I bought 
the socks.

In Derry, I walked into a pub in 
the middle of the afternoon, in-
tending to learn if there might be 
live Irish music there that eve-
ning. The entire population of 
the pub consisted of the woman 
behind the bar, and two chaps 
who had settled in for some af-
ternoon libations.

“Will you have live music here 
tonight?” I asked the bartender.

Before she could answer, one of 
the chaps said, “You should hear 
her sing!” and the other followed 
up with, “Where are you from?”

“Canada,” I said.

“So,” said the second, “What do 

you think of this King Charles 
business, then?” ... a question 
fraught with pitfalls, this being in 
Northern Ireland. Before I could 
answer, “I’m Eddie,” said my new 
friend. “And this is also Eddie,” 
pointing to the other guy at the 
bar. Of course they were.

It took about 15 minutes to ex-
tricate myself from this warm 
web of friendly, if rather political 
conversation. I never did learn if 
there was music that night.

In Killarney, in the south, I 
popped into a pub and booked 
a table for 10 of us on the tour, 
for the following evening. When 
the next evening came, we 10 Ca-
nadians were 10 of 12 people in 
the crowded little room off the 
main pub room. We were, shall I 
say, boisterous. The only others 
there were an elderly couple who 
clearly were locals.

Eventually, a couple of us wan-
dered over to their table to apolo-
gize for the noise and disruption. 
“Oh, no,” said the lady – who we 
learned was named Mary. “Den-
nis and I live alone, and we nev-
er have this much fun at home! 
You’ve been making us laugh all 
night long!”

In that same pub, later in the eve-
ning, as we were listening to live 
music by a pick-up trad band, a 
chap leaned over to me and said, 
“Are you American?”

“No, Canadian.”

Well, as usual, that brought a 
huge apology. But then, the guy – 
who introduced himself as Nicky 
– thought a moment and said, 
out of the blue, “In Canada, your 
ice caps are melting, and they’re 
still frackin’ for oil… you ought to 
(adverb bleeped) do something 

about that.” Then he pulled an 
Irish flute out of his pocket, and 
wandered over to join the band. 
He was a pretty good player, too.

On another day, our coach de-
livered us to the parking lot at 
Slieve League – a beautiful spot 
– where a smaller coach was to 
take the rest of the way up to 
the cliffs. Our tour leader disap-
peared into the building to con-
firm our arrangements, where-
upon a stranger – who turned out 
to be the driver of the smaller 
coach – popped unto our bus, and 
suggested that we two dozen Ca-
nadian travellers should hop off 
the coach, and hide, just to con-
fuse our guide. Which, in hind-
sight, was a heck of a good idea.

Even the troubles can be the 
source of humour, it seems. The 
narrow street and lack of park-
ing in front of our Belfast hotel 
led to an enormous traffic jam of 
busses at check-out time. I said 
to the young staff member hold-
ing the door for guests, “You need 
to make some more room, here!”

“I know,” he said with a wry grin, 
“But they seem to have stopped 
blowing things up.”

You gotta love the Irish.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

A pick-up trad band playing in a Killarney pub. The outdoor market at Glendalough; Michael O'Flynn's kiosk is at the far end.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: You just gotta’ love the Irish 

By Paul Knowles

Murals honouring the heroes of the Republican cause during The 
Troubles, on a street in the Catholic section of Belfast.
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2023

Attempted theft in New 
Dundee

Nine new members inducted 
into the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club

An unidentified person was spotted in another person's driveway in New Dundee during the 
night. Paul Dyck posted this to the Wilmot Stronger Together page on Saturday morning, 
February 18: "Thefts again. Remember to lock your car doors and garage," he said in the 
caption. (Photo credit: Facebook/Paul Dyck)

There were nine new members inducted into the Wellesley & District Lions Club at a dinner 
on February 7. The club, in an online post, said, “A very loud ROAR to Lion Larry, Lion Shei-
la, Lion Scott, Lion Matt, Lion Puneet, Lion Ninder, Lion Krista, Lion Dion, and Lion Josh!” 
(Photo credit: Facebook/Wellesley & District Lions Club)

February 22nd

Heritage Day in Wilmot

Celebrating Heritage Day 2023 at the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Lecture on Indigenous 
landscapes by Gary Warrick and Tan-
ya Hill-Montour.

February 24th

Roast Beef Dinner

Sit down only, 6 p.m. at the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 532 New 
Hamburg at 65 Boullee Street. All the 
fixings, coffee and desserts.

February 25th

Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser

The Coldest Night of the Year is a 
winterrific family friendly walk to 
raise money for local charities serving 
people experiencing hurt, hunger and 
homelessness. Hosted by the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre. Visit www.
CNOY.org/wilmot or call 519-662-2731 
to learn more.

February 26th

Wine and Cheese Tasting

From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gourmet cheese 
and wine selection at Puddicombe 
House. Cost is $52.88 per person. 
Purchase tickets online: https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/wine-and-cheese-tick-
ets-483391676517.

February 26th

Wilmot Meet & Greet

From 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex, 1291 Nafziger 
Road in Baden. Hosted by Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MP Tim Louis. Come 
and share your ideas. Contact the of-
fice of Tim Louis for more info.

February 27th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 
6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the Town-
ship of Wilmot YouTube page.

February 28th to March 5th

A MidSummer Night’s Dream pre-
sented by the Huron Park Secondary 
School, Woodstock. Evening perfor-
mances 7 p.m. plus matinees March 
4th and 5th at 2 p.m. Advance tickets 

$15 or $20 at the door. For more infor-
mation and tickets visit www.huron-
park.tvdsb.ca.

March 1st

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

Regular council meeting taking place 
at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in In-
nerkip.

March 3rd

World Day of Prayer - I Heard About 
Your Faith

At Zion United Church, 215 Peel 
Street in New Hamburg at 2 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend. Refreshments 
to follow. Please ensure facial masks 
are worn. Prayer country theme is 
Taiwan.

March 4th

Blackball Comedy Night

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restaurant 
at 1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. Pre-
sented by Blackball Comedy. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. Tickets are available on 
www.ticketscene.ca.

March 4th

Spring Tree Pruning Workshop

At New Dundee Community Park 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Featuring Let’s 
Tree Wilmot’s certified arborist, Mike 
Yost. Need to prune your tree, but 
don’t want to wreck it? This workshop 
will set you on the right track. Go to 
events at www.wilmothortsociety.ca to 
register and learn more.

March 5th

Opti-Mrs. Soup and Sandwich Lun-
cheon

Taking place at 11 a.m- Tavistock 
Men’s Club and Board of Trade. Tick-
ets will be available to purchase for 
raffle prizes. Guest speaker is Dr. 
Melissa Hamilton on Women’s Health. 
Contact tavistockoptimrs@gmail.com 
for more info.

March 6th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre at 1,000 Maple Leaf Street 
in Wellesley. Booking times are avail-
able from about 3 p.m. until about 8 
p.m. on www.blood.ca.

March 7th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley YouTube 
page.

March 17th - March 18th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restaurant 
at 1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. Serv-
ing corn beef and cabbage with baby 
potatoes, Irish stew and soda bread. 
Full menu is also available. Not tak-
ing reservations. On Friday, 12 p.m. is 
Irish dancers, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. is Trav-
el-worn, 5 p.m. is Tony Nother, 6 p.m. 
is Irish dancers, 6:30 p.m. is Vanyah.

March 31st

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Taking place at 7 p.m. at Zion United 
Church, 215 Peel Street in New Ham-
burg. The film is an exploration of the 
effects of road building by settlers on 
Indigenous land and culture.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

CORRECTION: There were several 
errors made in the story with the headline Longtime 
Hickson Firefighter Retires After 40 Years Of Service 
published February 16. For the town Santa Claus Pa-
rade, they do not collect muscular dystrophy - the fire-
fighters collect personal hygiene items, food and cash 
donations for the Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP) 
in Tavistock. Fred drives for Pestell Nutrition, not Pes-
tell Pet. Chilver’s granddaughter, Ryley, will be starting 
this fall with the program at Lambton College. Further, 
a green light is used on firefighter vehicles, not blue. 
The muscular dystrophy money comes from the fam-
ily’s personal life when we do family and corporate 
functions and take donations.  This money is sent to 
Toronto.

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Orange juice
2) Vatican City
3) Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White
4) Frida Kahlo
5) 17
6) Vincent Vega
7) Live and Let Die (1973)
8) Apple
9) Turkey
10) 19th century (1839)

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Complete & Balanced Pet Food for All Life Stages!


