
By Veronica Reiner

Two friends shared a life changing 
experience in early December when 
Sidney Whitehead donated her kidney to 
Tavistock resident Drew Wagler.

The pair met about four years ago when 
Drew started dating Sidney’s best friend, 
Lisa Mueller, and have maintained a 
great friendship since. Lisa and Drew 
have a son, Dawson, who will be turning 
one in March.

Drew has Alport syndrome, a hereditary 

condition that damages the tiny blood 
vessels in the kidneys. It can lead to kid-
ney disease and kidney failure. He be-
gan home hemodialysis in March 2022, 
a treatment that helps the body remove 
extra fluid and waste products from the 
body when the kidney is not able to. His 
kidney function around this time was 
around 1 per cent.

Sidney said it was a very easy decision 
for her to donate her kidney to Drew, and 
both were surprised at how quick the 
process was.

“Originally, we were told it would take 
two to five years,” said Drew. “So for the 
process to happen in eight months was 
obviously a huge shock for us.”

Sidney started out the process of blood-
work and paperwork to see if she would 
be a match around mid to late August in 
2022. Drew’s blood type is A-. “I knew I 
was already an O+ donor, which meant 
I would be a universal blood donor,” 
said Sidney. “So I knew my chances of 
being able to donate with Drew were 

By Veronica Reiner

About 85 people attended the Citizens for 
Safe Groundwater (CSGW) emergency com-
munity meeting at the Puddicombe House on 
Sunday afternoon, February 26. The purpose 
was to discuss the organization’s next steps 
now that Wilmot Township has reached a 
settlement that would allow for a controver-
sial gravel pit.

The past Wilmot council unanimously voted 
to fight against the Hallman pit proposed on 
Witmer Road in Shingletown at the Ontario 
Land Tribunal. The new council has decided 
they will not proceed with that decision.

“Unfortunately, this council has decided in 
a private room behind closed doors to take 
that decision and turn it around without any 
public consultation and without any council 
meeting,” said CSGW Secretary Rory Farnan 
at the meeting.

In a news release, the Township of Wilmot 
said of the decision, “After receiving legal ad-
vice, it was decided by council for the town-
ship that, rather than undergoing a costly 
appeal process with a questionable outcome, 
the best option for the township would be to 
resolve the appeal on as favourable terms as 
possible.”

In December 2019, an application was sub-
mitted by Rick Esbaugh of Jackson Harvest 
Farms Ltd. to rezone a 57.3 hectare (141.6 
acres) property at 1894-1922 Witmer Road. 
The proposal met all township and provin-
cial requirements. The property is currently 
designated as farmland and in a source wa-
ter protected area.

In April 2022, community members fought 
the decision publicly. About 65 people dele-
gated to voice their concerns with the grav-
el pit, totalling about seven hours over the 
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Tavistock resident receives lifesaving 
kidney transplant from a friend

Drew Wagler and Sidney Whitehead at the London Health Sciences Centre. The kidney transplant surgery took place on November 30.
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automatically higher because of that.”

Around the end of October, the two were confirmed as a 
good cross-match, and received a confirmed surgery date 
on November 30 at the London Health Science Centre 
(LHSC) University Hospital. “To me, it was pretty fasci-
nating and cool, just all the testing and how quickly it 
moved for us,” said Sidney. “I really didn’t know that we 
would be having a transplant just a few months later.”

On the day, Sidney was taken back to the surgery room 
shortly around 8:30 a.m., and she was back in her recov-
ery room at 4:30 p.m. Drew went in the surgery room at 
1 p.m. and was in transplant recovery by 6:30 p.m. LHSC 
staff explained the procedure, such as where they would 
be making incisions. After that, they were put under 
anaesthetic.

“I remember getting wheeled into the room, and there 
were about eight people around me,” said Drew. “They’re 
talking to you, and about five minutes had passed, and 
that was about all I remembered.”

Things went smoothly and there were no complications 
in either surgery.

“When I woke up, I actually felt a lot better already than 
when I went into surgery,” said Drew. “Obviously there 
was a little bit of pain, but my head felt refreshed.

“Before, I always felt cold, got itches, had a lot of trouble 
sleeping, and my appetite and energy was really bad. It 
was by day three that, I was eating full meals, and I was 
doing laps in the transplant unit at the hospital. It’s a very 
different sort of recovery - it’s very instant.”

As of January, Drew is back to work at Jon Witzel 
Contracting as a Project Coordinator after being off since 
June 2022. He also had a short six week sales desk stint 
at Yantzi Home Hardware around October, leading up to 
the transplant day on November 30.

Sidney’s recovery process was slower, and she was told 
that it would take about eight weeks. “For the first three 
to four weeks, I was pretty exhausted,” said Sidney. “My 
energy levels were low. I was tired a lot. I was resting a lot 
during the day. But in the last four weeks of my recovery, 
I noticed big differences in my energy levels starting to 
come around again.

“Even now - I’m not fully back up to par to what I feel like 
I was before, but I feel like I’m very close to being there.”

Both were very grateful to the staff at the LHSC, includ-
ing their surgeon, Dr. Sener and his team, as well as the 
LHSC Kidney Care Centre where Drew did his dialysis. 
They went above and beyond to help them through the 
process. Sidney and Drew were also very thankful for 
Lisa, their parents, as well as their friends, for being such 
a strong support system.
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Lisa Mueller, Drew Wagler and Sidney Whitehead.

Citizens for Safe Groundwater Secretary Rory Farnan speaks at the meeting in the Puddi-
combe House in New Hamburg on Sunday, February 26.

Mike Balkwill of the Reform Gravel Mining Coalition speaks at the Citizens for Safe Ground-
water meeting. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Tavistock resident receives lifesaving kidney 
transplant from a friend

course of two meetings. Some of their con-
cerns include harm to the environment, 
harm to the water’s natural filtration cy-
cle, increased truck traffic, harm to mental 
health, the destruction of wildlife habitats, 
loss of prime agricultural land, increased 

noise, and decreased property values.

“The fact that you have an issue that 
unites an entire community and unites 
and unites an entire council and then this 
happens… I’m at a loss for words,” said 
Farnan.

Mark Reusser, the Vice President of the 

Ontario Federation of Agriculture, encour-
aged attendees to voice their concerns to 
council. “You’ve done a terrific job so far 
- it’s not over until it’s over,” he said. “Keep 
up the good work, we’re here with you and 
we’ll be with you until the very end.”

The prehearing at the Ontario Land 

Tribunal took place yesterday on 
Wednesday, March 1, while the hearing 
will take place on October 30.

The CSGW plan to share their concerns 
with Wilmot council at their next meeting 
on March 6.

Wilmot residents hold emergency meeting at 
Puddicombe House over Hallman Pit
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Retired Waterloo-Oxford Secondary School teacher-librarian Savio Wong

FEATURE —

By Nancy Silcox

Retired Waterloo-Oxford Secondary 
School teacher-librarian Savio revels in 
being called a “world traveler.”  

And he’s followed a tried and true method 
for thoroughly preparing himself for each 
new adventure. “I thoroughly research 
the place I’m travelling--the climate, the 
transportation, the food, the local customs, 
the political climate—pretty well every-
thing before I go.”  

And he’s returned to Waterloo Region 
enriched, enlightened and generally un-
scathed from his adventures. February 6, 
2023 changed that.  

On the last leg of a multi-nation mid-win-
ter tour that had begun in Lisbon, Spain; 
wound its way to the Mediterranean is-
land nation of Malta; then on to Tunis, in 
northern Africa, he’d settled in Istanbul, 
Turkey for the final week of his journey.  

“Istanbul is one of my favourite cities in 
the world,” he offers. “I’ve been there three 
times and would go again and again.” 
He cites Istanbul’s ancient history and 
world-class attractions, such as the World 
Heritage site Hagia Sophia Mosque, the 
luminous Blue Mosque and the Grand 
Bazaar, featuring more than 4000 vendors 
as must-sees.  

The moderate cost of travelling in the 
country, and the friendliness of the people 
rank high, too.

“When you ask for directions, more likely 
than not, instead of pointing to where the 
place is, the person will drop what they’re 
doing and lead you there.”  

But the morning of February 6, 2023, 
changed the mood for the inveterate 
traveler.

A 7.8Mw earthquake had struck Turkey 
and its neighbour to the east, Syria. It was 
reported that thousands of people were 
injured, killed or buried beneath rubble. 
Entire communities had been reduced to 
dust.  

Safe and secure in his hotel room in the 
country’s capital, Istanbul, Savio had felt 
none of the earthquake’s deadly effects.

“The distance between the epicenter and 
where I was staying was almost 1000 km—
like between Toronto and Fredericton, 
New Brunswick,” Savio explains.  

Within hours of the disaster, news reports 
estimated that over 20,000 people had lost 
their lives, with thousands missing and 
buried under the rubble.  

Safe from the catastrophic damage, the 
city of 16 million inhabitants and untold 
number of visiting tourists was in shock.  

“Istanbul went completely quiet,” recalls 
Savio. “Businesses closed, and people just 
retreated indoors to watch their televi-
sions. Many were on the phone or comput-
ers trying to contact relatives and friends 
who were in the quake area.”  

His first conversation after heading out 
to discover more was with the clerk at 
the hotel front desk. “He told us he’d just 
found out that he’d lost his brother in the 
quake. Imagine that. You hear news like 
that and have to rush right to your job 
serving tourists.”

On the street, people huddled together to 
share news.  

With the reports that almost 50,000 build-
ings in the quake zone had collapsed, 
many with people trapped in the wreck-
age, the mood shifted to anger. Savio 
explains:

“After the Turkish earthquake in 1999, 
when over 17,000 people died, the govern-
ment said they were strengthening build-
ing laws. Contractors now had to use high 
quality concrete and reinforce buildings 
with steel.  

In 2018, the Turkish government boasted 
that the country was now ‘quake proof.’  

But as the death toll rose during the 2023 
earthquake, with many of the victims 
caught in the rubble of large office build-
ings, people started to ask questions.  

BBC reports dug beneath the rubble to 
uncover that many unscrupulous build-
ers and contractors had chosen to pay the 
fine for avoiding expensive new govern-
ment regulations and continued to build 
as before.  

Reports told of more than 50,000 build-
ings, many of them new rental hi-rises 
had been reduced to rubble. Turks were 
furious.

“But publicly criticizing the government 
is forbidden within the country,” states 
Savio. “And the rule doesn’t just apply to 
Turks. It’s reported that there are more 
journalists, both native and foreign, being 
held in detention in Turkey than in any 
other country.”  

The country struggled to carry on, but 
tensions rose again with a second (7.6Mh) 
earthquake following on the heels of the 
first. “It was a city on the edge,” Savio 
reports.  

Within two days, businesses in the tourist 
region of Istanbul came to life. Cafes, and 
restaurants gradually opened again, and 
the tourists came.

Savio calls Turkish food “delicious” and in-
expensive, with lamb kebabs, kofle (meat-
balls) manti (meatballs) and pide (flat-
breads) popular with both tourists and 
residents.  

And then there are the cats--revered in 
the Turkish culture and therefore allowed 
in most restaurants, bars and stores. “Even 
street cats are well fed and looked after,” 
says the cat-avoidant Mr. Wong.  

A constant visitor as well to libraries and 
bookstores in whatever new setting he 
finds himself, Savio dodges felines among 
the stacks of books.  

Before leaving Istanbul, Savio took the 
time to revisit the holy Hagia Sophia 
Mosque. Constructed in the 6th Century 
A.D, the Mosque is Istanbul’s top tourist 
site. The centerpiece of the vast structure 
is the “Dome of Heaven,” more than 31m.  
in diameter, and inlaid with gold and pre-
cious marble.  

Undaunted by the prospect of climatic and 
geological events, Savio plans to revisit 
the country again.  

“But I have a few other places on my buck-
et list first,” he confesses. "Paraguay in 
South America heads the list.”  

Where are They Now? Savio Wong in Earthquake 
Ravaged Turkey
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NICHOLLSNICHOLLS
Eric and Larissa (Brodrecht) Eric and Larissa (Brodrecht) 
are pleased to announce the are pleased to announce the 

birth of their daughter, birth of their daughter, 
Hailey Larissa Ivy Nicholls. Hailey Larissa Ivy Nicholls. 

Hailey was born on Thursday, Hailey was born on Thursday, 
February 2nd, 2023 at February 2nd, 2023 at 

8:28 am weighing 6 lbs 7 8:28 am weighing 6 lbs 7 
oz. Bragging rights go to oz. Bragging rights go to 
proud big sister Lauren proud big sister Lauren 

and grandparents Ross and and grandparents Ross and 
Cathy Brodrecht of Tavistock. Cathy Brodrecht of Tavistock. 
Special thanks to Dr. Snider, Special thanks to Dr. Snider, 
Dr. Deluce, and the staff at Dr. Deluce, and the staff at 
Stratford General Hospital.Stratford General Hospital.

Hello

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo council made the follow-
ing decisions during a meeting on February 22:

Region looks for rapid growth of automated 
speed enforcement

The Region of Waterloo council approved eight 
new sites for their automated speed enforcement 
program in the 2023 budget. The program began 
in the region in October 2021, featuring automated 
speed camera in school zones around the region, 
including in Wilmot and Wellesley. That year, 2,244 
tickets were issued, and 9,788 were issued in 2022.

Staff said the program has “successfully decreased 
driver speeds in school safety zones.” In addition 
to the eight incorporated in the budget, council di-
rected staff to consider adding an additional eight 
this year, bringing the total across the region to 32 
sites.

The region will also prepare a plan that could ex-
pand the system to include all 175 school locations 
across Waterloo Region, along with community 
safety zones. That report will be brought back to 
council at a later date.

Council approved the creation of an administra-
tive penalty system that would take camera based 
charges out of the traditional court system, and 
provide a new process to make a payment or dis-
pute a charge without involving a judicial officer 
or court time.

Changes to waste collection service

Council approved several changes to the commu-
nity’s waste collection. The next waste collection 
contract, which begins in 2026, will incorporate 
the following changes:

- Garbage and green bin organics collected from 
automated carts. “Automated collection is now the 
industry standard, and tends to be more safe and 
time-efficient,” said regional staff. “This type of 
container can also reduce litter from windy days 
and pests.”

- Waste collection vehicles that use alternate fuel 
sources other than diesel.

- A four-day collection schedule running Tuesday 
to Friday. This creates a back-up collection day in 
case of delays. “It also makes staffing easier by re-
ducing collections on statutory holidays,” said the 
region.

Council directed staff to examine the curbside 
waste collection currently provided for 1,500 busi-
nesses in downtown areas. Before the next collec-
tion contract, the Region will assess the services 
businesses receive. Service levels will remain the 
same for everyone else.

The Region of Waterloo will begin the Request for 
Proposal in fall 2023 for its next curbside waste 
collection contract. The new contract will take ef-
fect in March 2026, after the current seven-year 
waste collection contract ends.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA) approved their 2023 budget - the 
municipal levy has increased 3.5 per cent 
in comparison to last year, or about 25 
cents per watershed resident compared 
to the 2022 budget.

The GRCA board approved the bud-
get on Friday, February 24. The board is 
made up of 26 members, appointed by 
the municipalities in the Grand River 

watershed.

“This will be a transitional year, as the 
GRCA continues to adapt and implement 
the amendments to the Conservation 
Authorities Act that have occurred over 
the past several years,” said GRCA Chair 
Chris White.

“This budget continues to focus on re-
sponsible delivery of our programs and 
services and supports our strategic pri-
orities and shared vision of a healthy wa-

tershed.”

Municipalities will contribute about 
$12.9 million in general municipal levy 
to the GRCA in 2023, about 37 per cent 
of the GRCA’s total budget. Other feder-
al, provincial and municipal government 
grants totalling just over $3.2 million 
represent 9 per cent of the budget.

In 2023, the GRCA expects to generate 
about 49 per cent of its own revenue 
through camping fees, conservation area 

admissions, nature centre programs, hy-
dro sales from dams, property rentals, 
tree sales, planning permits and dona-
tions raised by the Grand River Conser-
vation Foundation. Finally, five per cent 
of the total budget in 2023 will come 
from GRCA reserves.

Full details about the 2023 GRCA budget 
are available in the February 24 board 
report.

Region of Waterloo council news briefs

GRCA approve 2023 budget with 3.5 per cent 
municipal levy increase

An automated speed enforcement photo radar on Queen’s Bush Road at 
Wellesley Public School in Wellesley. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Lee Griffi

A battle is shaping up in the nomination 
for the federal Conservative candidate in 
Oxford County.  

Dave MacKenzie retired due to health 
concerns on January 28, and a total of four 
candidates have put their names forward 
to win the nomination to run in an upcom-
ing by-election for a seat in the House of 
Commons. The former Member of Parlia-
ment is accusing party leader Pierre Poil-
ievre and former leader Andrew Scheer 
of wrongdoing as a result of their support 
of one of the hopefuls, while his daugh-
ter has also put her name in the ring. The 
Oxford riding is what political pundits call 
a ‘safe seat’ since it has been in Conser-
vative hands since 2004, when Mackenzie 
won his first term but was primarily blue 
since 1935 when the riding was created.

Arpan Khanna is a Brampton lawyer who 
tried but failed to win a seat there in the 
2019 election. He says he is now living and 
working in Woodstock. “I’ve had a busi-
ness presence here for almost a year and 
a half, and my law firm has served a de-
cent amount of clients in Woodstock and 
Ingersoll.” He adds he has been active in 
the party’s activities in the area, helping 
a number of candidates, and didn’t move 
here just because he is seeking the Oxford 
nomination. “We were looking at Kitchen-
er and Wilmot, but it just made sense to 
move here.”

MacKenzie sent his complaint letter to the 
House of Commons speaker, the Elections 
Canada commissioner, and Conservative 
party leaders regarding what he says are 
inappropriate endorsements for Arpan 
Khanna from Scheer and Poilievre. Sourc-
es tell the Gazette the Poilievre assistance 
comes from March of last year in Khan-
na’s role as a party supporter. He was Poil-
ievre’s leadership campaign co-chair here 
in Ontario.  

The long-time MP says it has been a bi-
zarre turn of events. “Andrew Scheer 
shouldn’t be here. Common sense says 

you don’t go into a riding you’ve held for 
seven elections bringing in an outsider. I 
heard from a number of people over the 
weekend this guy (Khanna) trashed me, 
and Scheer stands there with him. We 
were caucus mates. That’s what offended 
me.” MacKenzie adds he is not stirring the 
water just because his daughter is in the 
running. “It’s about what’s fair. There are 
two other guys in the running here, and 

I would be a liar if I didn’t tell you I was 
supporting Deb, but she has also spent 20 
years in local municipal politics. There 
has been talk about nepotism, but she was 
elected before I was.” MacKenzie adds he 
likes the current leader of the party and 
wants him to win, but he says something 
isn’t right. “It troubled me to have to send 
that letter. We told the party there were 
problems here, and we knew there would 

be a race but let’s do it fairly.” The Gazette 
asked Deb Tait for a comment and she 
says, “the Conservative membership in 
Oxford deserve an open and transparent 
nomination contest.”      

The Gazette was able to speak with Scheer 
on his visit to the riding on Saturday, but 
the former Conservative leader would not 
discuss the MacKenzie complaint. “Look, 
I’m just here to support Arpan. He’s a 
good friend of mine, he’s a hard-working 
guy, and has devoted his life to the party.” 
Scheer adds Khanna will be a great Mem-
ber of Parliament and will represent this 
riding well. When asked if someone local 
would be better off representing the peo-
ple of Oxford County, Scheer mentioned 
Khanna is now a resident. “I know Arpan 
is a resident here and has shown his com-
mitment to the area. He is living here now, 
and it’s all about what he stands for. It’s 
about the values he shares with the res-
idents.”

As for the complaints lodged by Dave 
MacKenzie, Khanna would not comment 
and says he is focused on the nomination. 
“We have sold hundreds of new member-
ships, and we have been meeting with 
folks in Tavistock, Woodstock, Ingersoll, 
and Tillsonburg. We had a great turnout at 
our events, and I am bringing a new fresh 
perspective for Oxford, and it’s very well 
received.”

The other Oxford hopefuls are Rick Roth, 
who grew up in Tillsonburg, and is a for-
mer chief of staff to Ontario’s minister of 
environment, conservation and parks; and 
Gerrit Van Dorland, an executive assistant 
to Saskatchewan Conservative MP Jeremy 
Patzer, who calls Otterville home.

The Gazette will profile each candidate 
once the party approves them after a vet-
ting process which is starting this week. 
Only Prime Minister Justin Trudeau can 
call a by-election for the riding, which is 
expected to happen in the near future. We 
will also profile candidates from each par-
ty in the race.  

Retired Oxford MP Lodges Complaint Against 
Conservative Leader and Former Leader

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Former Conservative Party leader Andrew Scheer visited the riding on Saturday, February 25.
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NEW HAMBURG
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Empire, Idared, Ambrosia, Gala and Russet. 
Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams 

and preserves 
Florida Red Grapefruit 

We will soon be closing for the season

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

By Gary West

The Hickson Lions Club is an organiza-
tion in Oxford County that continues to 
develop young students from four schools 
in their area with the student volunteer 
bursary program.

A $500 bursary will be awarded to a 
grade 8 student from one of the follow-
ing schools – Hickson Public, The Oxford 
school, Zora Highland, or Tavistock Pub-

lic School, who best displays qualities 
that the Lions Club members are looking 
for.

They would include leadership, innova-
tion, dedication, and impact. An explana-
tion of such can be found from members 
of the Lions club.

All applications will be sent by e-mail to 
a representative of the Hickson and Dis-
trict Lions Club and voted on by the club 

on or before May 15, of the current school 
year.

Interested students who wish to apply 
should e-mail with their full name, ad-
dress, e-mail address and phone num-
ber on a separate piece of paper, and 
state how they would qualify, and must 
be e-mailed to: clark2560@hotmail.com 
by April 15 at 5 p.m. The club states the 
applicants name shall not appear on any 

other page except the application cover 
form. The winner will be announced at 
the school’s grade 8 graduation.

Should the bursary be awarded to a stu-
dent who decides not to continue their 
education after grade 12, then the bursa-
ry would be forfeited by that student.

The Lions motto is “we serve,” and with 
this bursary, members prove that is de-
finitively the case for area students.

A $500 education bursary announced from the 
Hickson Lions Club in Oxford County

Clive A. lAwry
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX

PREPARATION
519-655-3490 • 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock

Serving Tavistock and Area for 33 years!

Monday to Friday 9-5 • Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

PC Connect Transit Service will be offer-
ing free rides during the week of March 
Break. From March 13 to March 18, any-
one can ride the PC Connect bus any-
where along the five routes completely 
free of charge.

Although not required, riders are en-
couraged to secure their seat in advance 
through the Blaise Transit App (down-
loadable from the App Store), online at 

ride.blaisetransit.com, or by calling 1-888-
465-0783.

“We are thrilled to be offering another free 
ride promotion to encourage residents of 
all ages to try the PC Connect service at 
no cost,” said Maggie Kerr, Transit Project 
Coordinator.

“PC Connect will be free the entire week 
of March Break, making it easier than 
ever to fill your kids’ week off school with 
March Break magic! From family-friendly 

local shops, restaurants, movie theatres, 
and outdoor activities, you can plan the 
perfect day-trip without having to worry 
about the cost of getting there.”

The March Break promotion also falls on 
transit appreciation day (March 18); an in-
ternational day to celebrate public trans-
portation services and the drivers who 
make them possible.

Launched in November 2020, PC Connect 
is funded by the Government of Ontario’s 

Community Transportation Grant Pro-
gram. Since launch, the service has wel-
comed over 14,000 riders aboard its fleet 
of five buses. PC Connect operates five 
routes Monday to Saturday, serving Perth 
County, Stratford, St. Marys, Kitchener/
Waterloo and London.

For route maps, schedules and more in-
formation about PC Connect, please visit 
perthcounty.ca/pcconnect.

Perth County Connect celebrates March Break with free rides

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Ontario government is providing $11,868,815 to the Water-
loo Region Grand River Transit (GRT) to support expanding and 
improving public transit services. The funding is part of the prov-
ince’s gas tax program, which will allocate $379.5-million to help 
107 municipalities operate and improve local transit.

The GRT serves New Hamburg as well as Elmira, and there is 
a project connecting Breslau and the surrounding area with east 
Kitchener in the works. The funding will help GRT expand its 
route offerings at the region grows.

“I am pleased that our government recognizes that municipal tran-
sit systems, like Grand River Transit in Waterloo Region, are vital 
in connecting the residents in our communities to jobs, schools, 
housing, healthcare, recreation, and so much more,” said Mike 
Harris, Member of Provincial Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga.

“This funding will go a long way to support the growing transit 
needs in our Region. I am glad that safe and comprehensive tran-
sit will continue to be a reliable and sustainable option for indi-
viduals and families.”

Funding for the gas tax program is determined by the number of 
litres of gasoline sold in the province during the previous year. 
Municipalities that support public transit services in their com-
munity receive two centre per litre of provincial gas tax revenue 
collected.

To make up for lower gas sales due to ongoing recovery from the 
COVD-19 pandemic, this year’s gas tax program includes one-time 
additional funding of $80-million.

Gas tax funding can be used to extend service hours, buy transit 
vehicles, add routes, improve accessibility or upgrade local infra-
structure.

Province provides funding for the GRT

The grand opening of the Grand River Transit Northfield Drive Maintenance Facility. The building has 200 buses, 
22 maintenance bays, two service lanes, two bus wash stations and office space for GRT staff. (Photo contributed)
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Notice of Public Consultation Centre #2 

Oxford County 2024 Transportation Master Plan Update
Oxford County has initiated the development of a Transportation Master Plan (TMP) to provide the County with long-
term strategic planning for the transportation system through to 2046. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

What is the Transportation Master Plan? 
The Transportation Master Plan (TMP) will outline the 
County’s vision and goals for its transportation system 
until 2046. The Plan will consider:  
 Population and employment growth in the County;
 Accommodation of future transportation conditions,

as well as sustainable and multi-modal
transportation solutions (e.g., promoting active
transportation); and,

 Specific needs of the County, including people and
goods movement, along with agricultural mobility.

Parsons Inc. has been retained by Oxford County to 
complete the Transportation Master Plan Update. Key 
objectives of the update include: 
 Assess existing and future transportation network

conditions and performance, with consideration to
travel demand and patterns;

 Identify needs of the transportation system and
develop policies to address them; and

 Develop a safe, effective and financially viable
integrated transportation system implementation
plan that maximizes the use of existing infrastructure
and promotes regional connectivity.

The Transportation Master Plan Update is being 
conducted in accordance with the Master Plan 
requirements of Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (2000, as amended to 2007, 
2011, & 2015), approved under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. 

We want to hear from you 
The Project Team is hosting the study’s second virtual 
Public Consultation Centre (PCC) this spring. The 
purpose of PCC #2 is to:  
 Present a summary of what we heard at PCC #1;
 Present observed travel trends and the completed

network analysis;
 Present future network recommendations and a

proposed implementation plan;

 Summarize supporting policies and strategies;
 Provide an opportunity for the public to view and

comment on all the presented material.

Public Consultation Centre #2 will be held online: 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

To register and for log-in details, please visit  
www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp. This site can also be 
used to provide feedback through an online survey, 
map tool, or online comment form.  

The comment period for PCC #2 is from March 22 
to April 11, 2023. However, comments are 
welcome for the duration of the study. Please see 
contacts listed below to provide comments.  

In addition to the virtual PCC #2, the Project Team is 
hosting three in-person events to further make known 
this Transportation Master Plan Update Study and to 
engage directly with members of the community.  
 Ingersoll - Town Council Chambers

Thursday, March 23, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
 Woodstock - Oxford County Council Chamber

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
 Tillsonburg - Town Council Chambers

Thursday, March 30, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp 

 

These events will be promoted through social media, 
Speak Up, Oxford! at www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup, 
and other advertisements. 

Contacts for information 
Ryan Vink, P.Eng. 
Oxford County Project Manager 
rvink@oxfordcounty.ca | 1-800-755-0394, ext. 3023 
John Grieve, MCIP, RPP 
Parsons Project Manager  
john.grieve@parsons.com | 1-289-404-5363 
I nformation will be collected in accordance with the Municipal 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information,  all comments will become part 
of the public record.    

 Updated February 22, 2023 

 oxfordcounty.ca 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

COMMUNITY —

By Lynn Perrin

After two long years, the Optimist Clubs 
of Zone 10 were once again able to gath-
er for a zone breakfast. In the past, these 
breakfasts were held four times per year 
to share past accomplishments and up-
coming events.

On Sunday, February 26 members from 
the five clubs in the zone met at the New 
Dundee Community Centre. Lt. Gover-
nor Penny Collins chaired the meeting. 
Before the meal, she offered a reflection 
and introduced special guests Lillianne 
Dunstall, Harvir Sidhu and Steven Mar-
tin, Township of Wilmot Councillors.  

The Optimist Club of New Dundee, who 
hosted the event, served up a feast of ba-
con, scrambled eggs, cheesy hashbrown 
casserole, toast, apple coffee cake, or-
ange juice and coffee. Many thanks to 
Optimists Gord Perrin, Rick Berry, Chad 
Eidt, Ken Carnahan, Mike Mehring, Keith 
Murray and Don Poth for all your hard 
work in the kitchen. Chair and chief cook 
Optimist Lynn Perrin really appreciated 
their help. Following the meal, Lt. Gov-
ernor Penny introduced guest speaker 
Kim West, a Child and Youth Co-ordina-
tor from Wilmot Family Resource Cen-
tre (WFRC). WFRC services all of Wil-
mot Township and the lower portion of 
Wellesley Township. She began by shar-
ing that the need for the food bank in Wil-

mot has increased by 89% over the past 
two years. Along with the food bank, the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre offers 
many other programs. Kim gave a short 
summary of these programs, including 
food bank deliveries, Family Wellness 
and Counselling, Parent Support and 
Wellness, Early Years, Parent and Fam-
ily Drop-ins with Arts and Crafts and 
Summer Camps. She concluded by tak-
ing questions from the group. During this 
session, we learned that money to run all 
of the above programs can best be de-
scribed as a smorgasbord. They apply for 
different kinds of grants from different 
organizations along with receiving dona-
tions from service clubs such as the Op-
timists and individuals in the community. 
Volunteers for some of the programs are 
also needed and could be a great oppor-
tunity for youth to get volunteer hours. 
Penny thanked Kim for her presentation.

Optimist Don Poth gave a brief history of 
the many changes that have taken place 
in New Dundee over the past 30 years 
and how the Optimist Club has been 
very involved in many of these changes, 
including the Community Centre, Doug 
Fischer Memorial Park, the Optimist 
Park at Alder Lake. He has put togeth-
er a collage of pictures mounted on two 
boards which will be hung in the lobby of 
the community centre for all and future 
generations to enjoy. He also has provid-

ed some framed pictures of the creamery 
to be displayed as well.  

Club reports were given by President 
Jim Pipe (Petersburg), President Rick 
Berry (New Dundee), President Michelle 
Lemire (Mannheim), President Anne Van 
Niekerk (Wilmot) and President-Elect 
Scott Dunstall (New Hamburg). They all 
highlighted some successful past fund-
raisers and youth events as well as up-
coming events. Petersburg will once again 
be holding its Breakfasts in the Park and 
Barbecues at the Pond. New Dundee 
will be holding their Youth Appreciation 
Night on Tuesday, February 28, and after 
two long years, hosting a Mother’s Day 
Brunch. The Optimist Club of Wilmot is 
hosting a youth appreciation dinner in 
March. Mannheim will be doing a bar-
becue at the Mannheim May Sale along 
with sponsoring a Yoga program for se-
niors. New Hamburg has several events 
planned for the kids during March Break 
and is still doing their annual car lottery.  

Wilmot Counsellor Lillianne Dunstall of-
fered a few words on the possibility of a 
representative from each club working 
together on a committee with the town-
ship for the better use of our community 

centres.  

Canadian Children’s Optimist Founda-
tion chair for Midwestern Ontario Dis-
trict Jim Pipe gave a report stating that 
donations were down quite a bit this year 
and appealed to all present to encourage 
our members to consider a donation. He 
also announced the charity golf tourna-
ment scheduled for the end of May.

Governor of Midwestern Ontario District, 
Joe Paul, introduced the idea of all five 
clubs in our zone going together to spon-
sor a Junior Optimist Youth Club (JOY).

Governor-Elect of MWOD, Rick Gillespie, 
introduced himself and shared some of 
his goals for next year including better 
communication.

Lt. Governor Penny asked the club presi-
dents to discuss with their board of direc-
tors the possibility of once again having 
a Spring Zone Food Drive. As no further 
questions or concerns were put forth, the 
meeting adjourned with the reciting of 
the Optimist Creed.

“Volunteers don’t necessarily have the 
time: they just have the heart.” – Elizabeth 
Andrews

Optimist Club of New Dundee hosts Zone Breakfast
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One charged after striking pedestrian

One person was charged after striking a pedestrian with 
their pickup truck on February 17.

Just after 10 a.m., the Perth County OPP and the Perth 
County Paramedic Services responded to a collision on 
Mill Street West in Perth East Township. The pedestrian 
was transported to a local hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

A 71-year-old Milverton resident was charged with 
“careless driving cause bodily harm,” and “driver fail to 
surrender license.”

The accused was issued two Provincial Notices for the 
offences.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Those who 
wish to remain anonymous can call Crime Stoppers at 

1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or leave an anonymous online 
message at www.P3tips.com.

Three day suspension issued after Perth East traffic 
stop

A Tavistock driver is facing several charges after police 
stopped their vehicle on February 19.

Just after 12 p.m., police stopped a vehicle on Line 46 
in Perth East Township after the officer observed no li-
cense plate on the rear of the vehicle.

While speaking with the driver, police alleged it was ap-
parent that the driver had recently consumed an alco-
holic beverage, at which time a roadside screening de-
vice was administered.

As a result, a 21-year-old Tavistock resident was charged 
with “novice driver - B.A.C. above zero,” “drive motor 
vehicle, plate improperly displayed,” and “driver fail to 
surrender licence.”

The driver was issued three Provincial Notices for the 
charges, and was issued a three-day licence suspension 
for the alcohol offence.

Break and enter in Wilmot

A Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) investiga-
tion is underway after a theft from a business in the 
area of Milton Street in Wilmot Township on February 
21.

Police received the report around 11 a.m. Through in-
vestigation, police learned that a suspect(s) broke into 
the business and stole merchandise. The incident is be-
lieved to have occurred February 17 at about 3:30 a.m.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-570-9777. To provide anon-
ymous information, call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 or submit online at www.waterloocrimestoppers.
com.

Ice damages vehicle in Wellesley

There was ice damage to a vehicle in Wellesley, with 
the incident occurring on Hutchison Road and William 
Hastings Line on February 21 around 6:25 p.m.

The WRPS is reminding drivers to clear snow and ice 
off their vehicles.

NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Michelle Newlands has been appoint-
ed the new Superintendent of Student 
Achievement and Well-Being for the 
Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB), effective March 1.

“We are so excited to have Michelle as 
part of the WRDSB team,” said Scott Mill-
er, Associate Director. “Michelle’s exten-
sive experience as a provincial leader 
with the Ministry of Education, in addition 
to her time as a school principal, has pro-
vided her with the attributes to support, 

serve and lead student achievement and 
well-being in the WRDSB.”

Michelle brings her knowledge and exper-
tise in her current role as a private schools 
inspector in the field service branch with 
the Private Schools and International Ed-
ucation Unit in the Ministry of Education. 
This builds on her prior experience as a 
manage and an education officer with the 
Ministry, and a principal with the Halton 
District School Board.

The WRDSB said they look forward to 
welcoming Michelle to her role.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The snow may still be falling, but this 
year’s camping season is just around the 
corner and the Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA) campsite reservation 
system will be open to taking reservations 
online beginning March 1 at 8 a.m.

The reservation system at www.grcaca-
mping.ca provides a 24-hour, online res-
ervation service until mid October, when 
the camping season closes.

Campsite reservations can be made for all 

eight GRCA conservation areas that offer 
camping. Group campsites are now also 
available to be booked online and feature 
a new fee structure.

For more information about camping at 
Grand River Conservation Areas, visit 
www.grandriver.ca/camping. 

The GRCA is Ontario's second largest 
campground operator, providing up to 
2,200 campsites throughout the Grand 
River watershed. Of the GRCA’s 11 conser-
vation areas, eight offer nightly, monthly, 
or seasonal camping opportunities.

New Superintendent of 
Student Achievement and 
Well-Being at the WRDSB

Michelle Newlands. 

Latest progress on 
Wellesley Township
Recreation Complex

The latest progress of the Wellesley Township Recreation Complex. This will be the future 
community hall/gymnasium. It will also be the space where the fitness centre, youth and 
senior’s centre will be. (Photo credit: Facebook/Something for Everyone)

Camping season opens 
March 1
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By Veronica Reiner

The  Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford 
Perth (KWSP) Humane Society is making 
an urgent appeal for foster homes for 16 
large breed dogs.

KWSP Humane Society spokesperson 
Nasreen said there has been a rise in the 
number of surrenders at the organization 
for the past few months for several differ-
ent reasons.

“We are seeing people struggle financial-
ly with just basic cost of living, so feed-
ing pets is a concern for them as well,” 
said Nasreen. “We are seeing people have 

trouble accessing timely veterinary care, 
and care that they can afford.

“As a result, we have had a sharp increase 
in medical surrender calls over the last 
half of 2022 and 2023.”

She added that there has also been a large 
volume of large breed dogs being surren-
dered for behaviours such as not being so-
cialized, poor manners, food and resource 
guarding, and more.

There are 21 large dogs in the KWSP 
Humane Society’s care, with five dogs be-
ing placed in foster care. The organization 
is looking for foster parents for the 16 

remaining dogs on site between Kitchener 
and Stratford centres.

“Fostering is an extremely rewarding ex-
perience. You are temporarily caring for a 
pet who is not yours and providing them 
with love and care while they wait to get 
adopted and go to their forever home,” 
said Nasreen.

“A foster home greatly decreases a pet’s 
stress and anxiety, and having a family 
to care for them 24/7 ensures their over-
all happiness. If you have space in your 
house and lots of love to give to a dog, 
please consider fostering!”

For those interested in adopting available 
dogs, the KWSP is running a promotion 
where they have reduced adoption fees 
for select dogs that have been looking for 
their forever home for a while.

“For fostering: it costs next to nothing! 
We provide food and any other necessi-
ties, including medicine if required,” said 
Nasreen. “If there’s a need for training, we 
provide that too at no cost!”

An application is available on the organi-
zation’s website at kwsphumane.ca.

KWSP Humane Society urgently seeking foster 
homes for 16 large dogs

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

Goliath. Koda. River.
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA’S TRUCK SALESTRATFORD KIA’S TRUCK SALE

2023 Kia Sportage LX

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
13,808 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Mazda CX-5 GS

$31,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,331 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Sorento SX

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
57,985 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2022 RAM 1500 LIMITED 2022 RAM 1500 LIMITED 
4WD4WD

2021 RAM 1500 SPORT 2021 RAM 1500 SPORT 
4WD4WD

2022 RAM 1500 REBEL 2022 RAM 1500 REBEL 
4WD4WD

$79,995$79,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 4,0104,010 km km
$55,995$55,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 58,78458,784 km km
$66,995$66,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 670670 km km
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We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

By Margaret Webber

The February meeting of Christ Church 
Huntingford’s A.C.W. (Anglican Church 
Women) was held in the Parish Hall on 
February 16th 2023 at 1.30 p.m.

President Barbara Bruce welcomed 11 
ladies to the meeting. The meeting was 
opened with the singing of a hymn, Judy 
Birtch accompanying us on the piano.

The Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports 
were read and approved.

We made 92 turkey pies this week, most of 
which have already been sold. We will be 
making more pies on the 27th and 28th of 
February. Barbara Bruce has ordered two 
cases of shells and will purchase the in-
gredients for the filling. Judy Birtch and 
Barbara Bruce will make tops. We will 
be sending a thank you card to Quehl’s 

Restaurant, from whom we purchased the 
turkey.

The World Day of Prayer will be held on 
Friday, March 3rd. Rogers will broadcast 
the 45 minute service at 8 a.m., and 5 p.m. 
Barbara Bruce will provide the Zoom link 
for those who do not have Rogers as a 
provider. The country of focus this year 
is Taiwan. The money from the individual 
donations will stay in Canada.

Our speaker today was Brenda Mc Curdy, 
who spoke to us about Quilting. She 
brought many of her beautiful and unique 
quilts for us to see and explained some 
aspects of how they are made and put to-
gether.

A delicious lunch was provided by Anya 
Donaldson and Mary Walton with a Valen-
tine’s Day theme.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) are offering lunch and 
learn sessions for parents, caregivers and 
family members. These webinars, sched-
uled over the lunch hour on Wednesdays, 
aim to equip parents with useful tips and 
information to help them support their 
child.

All Zoom links can be found on the 
WRDSB website. The sessions are as fol-
lows:

The ADHD Pyramid: Understanding the 
Hidden Symptoms of ADHD

When: March 8 from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 
p.m.

Where: Zoom

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

Why Your Child Gets Stuck (And What to 
Do About It)

When: March 22 from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 
p.m.

Where: Zoom

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

When Your Child Says “No”: Strategies to 
Increase Collaboration and Connection

When: March 29 from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 
p.m.

Where: Zoom

Meeting ID: 544 193 0058

Password: WRDSB

A.C.W. February report

WRDSB hosts lunch and learn sessions
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

BOARD 
MEMBERS 
NEEDED

TAP is looking for Board Members who are willing to 
make the lives of others better. TAP is neighbours helping 

neighbours. Members are needed for a 2-year term.
 For more information, visit: 

www.tapisforyou.com/board-application
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Call: 519-655-3500
Please apply before March 4th, 2023. 

The Tavistock Assistance Program is a Canadian Registered Charity

By Gary West

The 4-H clubs in Ontario and Canada have been recog-
nized over the years for giving the youth (ages 9 to 21), 
in their various communities, a chance to learn about 
agriculture and other lifestyle opportunities. The clubs 
cultivate different areas, whether it be livestock clubs, 
homemaking, quilting, small engines or vet clubs to name 
a few.

4-H clubs are built around leadership and volunteers and 
Waterloo county’s John Drummond is both those at the 
highest level. He has been involved as a dairy leader and 
co-ordinator in the county for 38 years and counting.

Drummond grew up in Leeds county in Eastern Ontario, 
and has always had a keen interest in Agriculture. He 
graduated with a degree from the University of Guelph 
in 1985.

Upon graduation, he was hired by Floradale Feed Mill 
Ltd, as their dairy nutritionist and has been there ever 
since.

The resident of Breslau states that one of his graduat-
ing classmates was Rob Black, who has become the Right 
Honourable Senator Rob Black, who continues to be 
the voice of agriculture in the Canadian Senate. His son 

Taylor Black, has worked with Drummond as a 4-H lead-
er, and helped with online 4-H clubs during COVID.

Drummond has an untiring ability to instill enthusiasm 
with the 4-H members and leaders he has worked with. 
He has also been recognized by many organizations, who 
have appreciated his contributions to 4-H over the years.

In 2006, he was awarded the Arbour Award sponsored by 
Bayer crop science, recognizing his hard work, dedication 
and talent that he, as a volunteer, brings to the 4-H pro-
gram. With the award, it states that he has been instru-
mental in the success of 4-H Ontario.

In 2013, Drummond was presented with the 4-H Canada 
Volunteer of the Year award, and in 2022 was awarded 
the Farm and Food Care champion award.

In looking forward to 4-H in 2023, Drummond says he is 
happy to be getting back to in person clubs again, after 
COVID, as they are continuing with dairy, beef, and vet 

clubs and hoping to start up a rabbit and sheep club in 
the county. A maple syrup club is also a new club to be 
offered this year.

In helping 4-H clubs to raise money, Drummond says 
Waterloo County 4-H members will again be selling 
grilled cheese and ice cream at this year’s Canadian Dairy 
Expo (CDX) in Stratford, and is hoping to see everyone 
there on April 5 and 6 cheering on all the club’s young 
volunteers.

John Drummond, a tireless 4-H champion

John Drummond in 2022 with his Farm and Food Care champion award.
John Drummond with a representative from CIBC in 2013. Drummond was being presented 
with 4-H Canada Volunteer of the Year award.

 

FARM LAND FOR SALE  
BY TENDER 

Vendor:  Margaret Frank 
 

52 total acres, more or less 
45 workable acres, more or less 

 

South ½ of East ½ Lot 29 Concession 9 East Nissouri; 
Zorra, known municipally as 156735 15th Line, 

Lakeside, Ontario 
 

*Includes 3 bedroom farmhouse and outbuildings* 
The highest or any offer need not necessarily be 

accepted by the Vendor. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 noon 
on Monday, March 13th, 2023. 

 
For tender forms contact:  

Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 

 

Attention:  Matthew Orchard 
6 Wellington Street, Stratford 

Phone:  519-271-6770 
E-mail: orchard@stratfordlawyers.com 
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Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

March 2: Happy birthday to Elise 
Bowman (3), Chloe Bowman (3), 
Elsie Martin (4) and Mason McK-
ay (21).

March 3: Happy birthday to 
Ainsley Jutzi (3) and Remington 
Trachsel (7).

March 4: Happy birthday to Zach-
ary Hohl (9) and Satinder Kaur.

March 5: Happy birthday to Grace 
O’Rourke (18), Griffin Smith (20), 
Danielle Brodrecht (21). Glen 
Baechler (80)

March 6: Happy birthday to Mat-
thew Romano (17), Eric Haynes 
(17), Alana Steinacker (20), Abby 
Burchatzki (21).

March 7: Happy birthday to Colin 
Bisch (8), Colton Lichti (10), Car-
ter Billings (16), and Janet Elkin 
(68).

March 8: Happy birthday to Ellen 
Penfold (13), Nathan Ehnes (16), 
Erin Duguay (18), Aaron Schloss-
er (19), Maisy Weicker (20), Dylan 
Spenler (20), and anniversary for 
Nathaniel and Ashley Brown.

Does someone in your family have 
a special day coming up? Let us 
know at tavistockgazette@rogers.
com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to 
appear in our Birthdays and Anni-
versaries listing or to arrange for a 
special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Only one chess piece can only move diagonally - 
which is it?

2)In the Sikh religion what is kesh?

3)Frankenstein' is a novel by which writer?

4)In mythology, who was banished by his son Jupiter?

5)The prefix 'neo' means what?

6)Miss Havisham is a character in which Dickens' 
novel?

7)Board game 'Trivial Pursuit' was invented in which 
country?

8)Which Book of the Old Testament tells the story of 
the birth of Moses?

9)What is China's official language?

10)What is the ideal storage temperature for all 
wine?

Answers found on page 22

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

February 20-27, 2013 Edition (10 years 
ago)

Known as “The Soundman” when it comes 
to working with the Tavistock Agricultural 
Society, Greg Pye has been honoured with 
the 2013 Agricultural Service Diploma for 
meritorious service to agriculture. “Greg 
is a dedicated Tavistock Fair member and 
always willing and able to help,” said So-
ciety secretary Chris Wiffen in describing 
his ongoing contribution to the Society. 
“Greg has been a member since 1993 and 
a director since 2006. He is in charge of all 
sound systems during the fair, and this is 
no small task,” she added.

The Tavistock Minor Ball Association 
(TMBA) is very proud to announce that 
Tavistock has been named the 2012 On-
tario Amateur Softball Association (OASA) 
centre of the year. Several Tavistock Ath-
letic teams enjoyed success on the dia-
mond in 2012 including a Summer Games 
gold medal and ORSA championship from 
our Bantam Boys, OASA and South Oxford 
league titles from our Mite Boys, an ORSA 
title for our Squirt Boys, a Huron Perth 
league title for our Squirt Girls as well as a 
Huron Perth playoff championship for our 
Mite Girls.

February 19-26, 2003 Edition (20 years 
ago)

The CKNX Barn Dance Show came to 
Shakespeare this past weekend and with 
it came a piece of Tavistock’s musical past. 
Barn Dance Museum founder Earl Hey-
wood displayed posters and one of the 
music boards of the late Tavistock musi-
cian Fred Funk, who led a dance band in 
the 1940’s and 1950’s. Fred Funk’s dance 
band was a regular at the Lakeview Casino 
in Grand Bend every Sunday night in the 
early days. Earl says Fred Funk was also 
instrumental in introducing new Canadi-
an talent to the stage. Fred and his 7-piece 
band were regular entertainment at the 
dances following the early Band Tattoos 
held in July each year in Tavistock from 
1944 to 1969.

Construction on the 55,000 sq. ft. addition 
to Saputo Cheese, Tavistock Division plant 
in Tavistock is “progressing nicely” says 
plant manager Terry Quehl.

February 23-March 2, 1983 Edition (40 
years ago)

Tavistock Public School students can now 
take advantage of a computer terminal in 
their classroom. Through the combined ef-
fort of students and the Tavistock Optimist 
Club, scholars may now use the Commo-
dore PET 4032K unit which is available on 
a first come, first serve basis in the school.

Roth Electric missed their chances when 
they played New Hamburg Whites on Sat-

urday. New Hamburg played the first two 
periods with no goalie an 6 forwards. Kev-
in Zehr scored a hat trick for the Tavistock 
team and Brian Pletsch had the other goal 
in the 7-4 loss. New Hamburg’s goals were 
scored by Andy Steves, Dave Bast, Craig 
Libson, Jeff Jutzi and Chris Hall, and 2 for 
Greg Snider.

February 20-27, 1963 Edition (60 years 
ago)

The old Shakespeare Hotel, located at the 
corner of Highways 59 and 7, three miles 
north of Tavistock, is to be demolished, 
and thus give the motoring public a wider 
vision of the busy intersection, particularly 
to the east. The hotel, most recently owned 
by the Henry Lawrence estate, has been 
sold to the highways department. Records 
at the Perth County registry office at Strat-
ford trace the history of the hotel from 
March 1854 until the present day. It has 
changed hands about half a dozen times.

To lose the first round of the playoffs in 
the OMHA, but to be awarded the series, 
was the experience of the Tavistock Ban-
tams against the New Hamburg Bantams 
last Tuesday night. The deciding game of 
the best-of-three series was played at New 
Hamburg with the home team winning by 
the close score of 1-0. However, a protest 
had been lodged with the OMHA, in that 
New Hamburg was using an overage play-
er. The protest was entertained and the se-
ries was awarded to Tavistock.

The Old Gazettes
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SPORTS —

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA SEMI-FINALS

Tavistock Royals vs
Seaforth Centenaires
Sun., Mar. 5th 2023 
at 3:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

By Lee Griffi

First and last in the Provincial Junior Hock-
ey League’s Doherty Division standing 
have not been decided, with one weekend 
of play remaining in the regular season. 
New Hamburg holds a one-point lead over 
Wellesley in the race for the top spot, while 
Paris and Hespeler are tied in the battle to 
avoid the basement.

The Applejacks pulled to within one point 
of the Firebirds with a pair of wins over 
the weekend, including a 4-1 home ice 
win over the Shamrocks at home Friday. 
Curtis Butler, Connor Doerbecker, and Al-
exandr Sutchin scored to give Wellesley a 
3-0 lead after two periods. Dimitri Elefthe-
riadis added an empty-net marker late in 
the third after Hespler cut the lead to 3-1. 
On Saturday, Paris put up a tough fight, but 
Wellesley scraped out a 3-1 win. Carson 
Wickie and Isiah Katsube scored first-pe-
riod goals before the Mounties pulled to 
within 2-1. Jake L’Heureux’s goal with just 
one second remaining in the third sealed a 
four-point weekend for the Applejacks.

Wellesley plays Woodstock on Saturday in 
their season finale and head coach Ryan 
Gerber says first or second, they will be 
ready for the playoffs. “It is going to be an 

exciting final weekend of the season. All 
that we can do is win on Saturday night 
and give ourselves a chance. The real sea-
son will start the following week.” He adds 
the team brass couldn’t be more pleased 
with the team’s play down the stretch. “The 
whole coaching staff is so proud of these 
guys. They’re such a great bunch. That 
makes our jobs as coaches a lot easier com-
ing to the rink. Our management went out 
before the deadline and picked up some 
players to add depth to our lineup, and the 
whole group has bought in to what we need 
to do to have success.”

Despite playing the bottom two teams on 
the weekend, Gerber says it was nonethe-
less a good test for them. “Both teams play 
is very hard and physical; we just wanted to 
stick to our game plan, play well in our own 
end, get pucks out and take to the offen-
sive. Playoffs are right around the corner, 
and we want to tighten everything up about 
our game.”

Firebirds Down Navy Vets in Lone Week-
end Matchup

New Hamburg trounced Woodstock 5-2 
on Friday despite trailing 2-0 at the half-
way mark of the first period. Eric Vander 
Eyk scored his ninth of the season to get 

the Firebirds on the board and they would 
score the next four goals, including Cole 
Stannix’s 31st and 32nd of the campaign. 
Justin McManus also scored twice, his 11th 
and 12th of the season. Griffin Murphy 
stopped 26 of 28 shots in net to earn the 
win. New Hamburg travels to Norwich on 
Friday to play their final regular season 
game.

Braves Drop Game to First-Round Oppo-
nent

Tavistock has never lost a first-round play-
off matchup to Woodstock, but the Navy 
Vets sent a message Saturday night by 
downing the Braves 4-3. Kitchener native 
Nicolas Thibodeau scored his fourth goal 
of the season for Tavistock with 44 second 
left in the third period to force overtime, 
but Davin Gray picked up his 26th goal for 
Woodstock 62 second into the extra peri-
od for the win. Alexander Thompson and 
Ryan Suljack added single markers for the 
Braves, who have two games remaining 
against Paris and Hespeler but have al-
ready clinched fourth place and will play 
the Navy Vets in the opening playoff round. 
Braves general manager Jordan Zehr says 
they likely deserved more than one point 
against the Navy Vets. “I did feel like we 

carried the play most of the night. I think 
our lack of urgency around the net led to 
us not capitalizing on some scoring chanc-
es, which allowed them to stay in the game. 
I think a loss can be a lesson moving for-
ward, obviously riding high after tying the 
game late, we need to be able to keep fo-
cused and get back in the mindset to finish 
off the game.” With their first-round playoff 
series looming, Zehr says both teams will 
be ready for the first game. “I’m sure they, 
like us, wanted to set a tone coming into 
this game as it is a bit of a preview before 
the playoffs. Certainly, we wanted to come 
out with the win last night, but we need to 
use this as motivation as we approach the 
start of this series. This is a team that has 
given us competitive games all year long. 
We need to be ready to put in the work if 
we want to beat them.”

Who Plays Who in the First Round

Whichever team finishes first has an op-
tional first-round but assuming that is tak-
en, second plays seventh, third plays sixth, 
and fourth plays fifth, which is the Tavis-
tock and Woodstock battle of 59. The other 
series will be determined following the fi-
nal weekend of the regular season.

By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Royals fell behind in both 
of their WOAA Senior AA semi-final with 
the Seaforth but did manage a split on the 
opening weekend of the series after a pair 
of tight 2-1 games.

The Royals hosted the Centenaires on Fri-
day for game one and spotted the visitors 
a 1-0 lead near the midway point of the 
second period. Tavistock’s Erik Robichaud 
tied it up three minutes later on a setup 
from Collin Hartwick and Jack Wieringa. 
The game-winning goal came at the 6:58 
mark of the third as Robichaud and Matt 
Zilke set up Hartwick. Jensen Van Bokel 
was solid in net, kicking out 26 of 27 shots.

Game two in Seaforth on Saturday saw 
the Centenaires score twice just four min-
utes apart in the second period, and that 
two-goal lead held up until the 5:23 mark 
of the third period when Mike Noyes’ goal 
gave the Royals a chance. Sean Kienap-

ple and Jeremy Munro picked up assists, 
but former Stratford Warrior and Mitchell 
Hawk Tyler Parr shut the door in the Sea-
forth net the rest of the way preserving 
the 2-1 win.  

“I was obviously pleased with the come 
from behind win in the first game. Our 
guys showed no quit in both games. Both 
these teams are so evenly matched, so I 
think it will come down to who makes the 
least amount of mistakes and the team 
that will want it more,” says head coach 
Brad Stere.

The dates and times for the remainder of 
the series have been finalized:

Sat Mar 4 - 7:30 p.m. in Seaforth

Sun Mar 5 - 3:30 p.m. in Tavistock

Fri Mar 10th - 8:30 p.m. in Seaforth

Sat Mar 11th - 7:30 p.m. in Tavistock

Tues Mar 14th - 8:30 p.m. in Seaforth

Just Two Playoff Positions Up for Grabs Heading 
into Final PJHL Weekend 

Tavistock Trades Wins with Seaforth in WOAA Series

At right is Erik Robichaud who scored the tying goal in the Royals come from behind victory 
in game one of the semi-final series.  Photo credi: Jessica Carnochan, Bend Photo & Design.
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISEAVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISE  
WITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAMWITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAM

OCTOBER 14-26, 2023OCTOBER 14-26, 2023

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

BOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSONBOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSON
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COMMUNITY —

N.H. INC.
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���	���������������	��� Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166

info@kratax.caEmail:

Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am -
Large Drop Box Available

4pm

During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come & Join our Family!Come & Join the family

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon
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By Gary West

Fall fairs in the area are approaching, and the oldest or-
ganizations that have existed in Ontario since the 1800’s. 
The competitions bring out area residents along with 
farmers and youth that show what they can accomplish 
when they put their mind to it.

Molly Gunn, who is 12 years old, has done just that with 
winning the artistic poster competition at not only the 
Tavistock Fall Fair, but also a first prize win at District 

7 (which includes many area fairs), and finally win-
ning top prize at the prestigious Ontario Association of 
Agricultural Societies (O.A.A.S) recent annual conven-
tion in Richmond Hill.

The East-Zorra - soon to be teenager - was very humbled 
by the win.

In an interview at her family home on the 16th Line out-
side of Tavistock last week, the very pleasant Molly was 
proud to have entered many classes at the fair and took 
home numerous red and blue ribbons for her efforts.

She is the oldest of three brothers and a sister - their 

parents are Will and Anne Gunn, who will encourage 
all their children to enter exhibits at the local fair in the 
future.

Molly credits her painting teacher, Peggy Jantzi, with 
helping her achieve the goals she has set out for her-
self with her artistic endeavours. She also thanks all the 
directors and volunteers with the Tavistock Agriculture 
Society, and especially her Oxford County neighbour, 
Chris Wiffen, for being an encouragement to young art-
ists and exhibitors like herself, to enter many entries at 
the fall fair each September.

Tavistock area youth winning with her artistic pencil 
poster at the O.A.A.S. convention in Richmond Hill

Molly Gunn in her family’s farm house showing her first place pencil poster. The certificate Molly Gunn recently received at the O.A.A.S. Annual convention in Richmond 
Hill, for her winning poster.
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Sponsored by:

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

�������������

Across
1. Cracked buckwheat porridge
6. Cookbook abbr.
10. An Italian Chyrsler?
14. Complete transfer of valence 
electron(s) between atoms
15. Swearing-in words
16. Aquatic plant
17. Habituate
18. Miss Angelou
19. Rushes
20. Any of various herbaceous plants
cultivated for an edible part
22. Colonel or captain
23. Harvest goddess
24. Builds
26. Come to pass
29. Nucleotide group
31. Dairy section selections
32. Plant with a heart
36. His and ___
37. Struck down
38. Distinctive �air
39. Highest peak in the Alps
41. Invoices to pay
42. Got up
43. Caterpillar hairs
44. Enticement on a stick
47. Kind of order
48. ___-friendly
49. Chopper
56. South American monkey
57. Go belly up
58. Query before "Here goes!"
59. Bring home the bacon
60. Employed
61. Where the bu�alo roam
62. Make out in Manchester
63. Cataract site
64. Grate expectations?

Down
1. Capital on the Dnieper
2. Choice (2 wds)
3. Like a bug in a rug
4. Contract
5. Containing, producing, or resembling acid 
or vinegar
6. Crypts, e.g.
7. Canaanite deity
8. Eye sore
9. Started gradually
10. Sixth of all, Bradbury title word
11. Kind of artery
12. Bond, for one
13. Duties
21. Mar. follower
25. Big bird of stories
26. Singular of 31 across
27. Huge particle physics lab in Europe
28. To appear as one of the main actors with
somebody in a play or �lm
29. Origami bird
30. Ear-related
31. Its symbol is an omega
32. "C'est la vie"
33. Earthen pot
34. Curly cabbage
35. Lt.'s inferior, in the Navy
37. Far from industrious
40. Pal
41. "Golly!" in Galway
43. Egg holder
44. A�ected coyness, with "the"
45. One of 3.5 billion
46. Back in?
47. Coats with gold leaf
50. Alleviate
51. Bank holding
52. Stew ingredients
53. Trigonometric term
54. Advantage
55. Cereal grasses

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
ASH

Our Pet of the Week is Ash, short for 
Asphalt, who lives in Shakespeare with 

Greg and Kristene Ankenmann and boys. 
This 18-month-old black Lab x English 

Springer Spaniel is quiet and gentle and 
loves being in the sun for walks throughout 

the village with his master, Kristene.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo was taken near Bleam’s Road in New Hamburg, featuring ice connected to a tree 
branch, contrasted with the warm sun in the background. (Photo credit: Facebook/Cheryl WG)
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Stratford: A World Of Fashion Options Right Next Door! 

Since Murrays has left Peel 
Street, we have become a shell 
of the menswear shopping ex-
perience this strong and thriv-
ing community once enjoyed. So 
with all things in life, when you 
can’t go one way, you must find 
another path forward.

So I drove down to Stratford. 
Well, I hopped on my laptop. And 
lo and behold, there is a LOT 
happening on the fashion scene 
down there. This is not a promo-
tion or detraction of any of these 

businesses. It’s just my opinion, 
after a digital tour of their web-
sites, on whether I personally, 
not you, would see myself shop-
ping there.

Apropos for Men and Wom-
en: Mostly for a younger buyer. 
You can tell a lot about a store 
by their mix of outerwear and 
shoes. I lean towards more of a 
button down layered (heavy on 
the layers while I am still car-
rying the 10 I gained at Christ-
mas) look with dress top coats 
and funky shoes. Their mix of 
products is more on the mono-
tone, one layered, T-shirts with 
drawstring bottoms with tapered 
ankles and sneakers. I don’t have 
the body to pull that stuff off, so 
I cannot see myself in there but 
younger guys, for sure. It’s excel-
lent quality, and the price does 
reflect that.

Gadsbys: More of my style. I see 
dress shirts and sweaters and 
jeans. Pricey also, I see shirts 
for $170 bucks. Guys, even if 
you’re a lawyer and spend all 

day in court, why spend that on 
a shirt? You can find that quality 
in a Winners or Marshalls, you 
just have to look for it. And one 
splotz of mustard and that $180 
shirt just became a Sham Wow! 
I’m looking at the outerwear 
and I see some nice dress top-
coats – by Sports W21 — a nice 
camel one. And the fit and trim 
of these coats is immaculate; it 
is still north of $400 bucks. I do 
like their shoes and would sug-
gest this would be one place to 
look if you are going to look at an 
investment, Nice pair of tan and 
denim Toms for $170. Nice pair 
of suede Millikens, too, for the 
same price. I’m keeping a close 
eye on this store because they 
carry a finer inventory, and when 
a sale hits, that’s when you find 
great value. I would put Trends 
for Men in the Sunshine Centre 
as a similar model.

Resonance: Mostly women’s, 
but they carry a line of different 
men’s wear that I would kind of 
put in the Apropos (see above) 

category. Toques, tees and tie ups, 
I call those kinds of offerings, 
and if you’re young, check them 
out. For all ages, do check out 
Todd $ Co. Rover Canvas Short 
for $69.99 on sale at the time of 
writing. I have nearly purchased 
these shorts at full price because 
of their slimming fit. Keep your 
shorts above the knee. And keep 
this retailer in mind for monthly 
check ins to see what is happen-
ing sales-wise.

White Balmer Shoes: They have 
a hot pair of Rieker blue and tan 
laced slip-ons that have to be 
seen to be appreciated. In fact, 
I am going to buy them. FYI, 
Rieker is a little known Canadi-
an secret that makes some very 
sharp non-traditional shoe op-
tions. The store also has a few 
pairs of Sperry Gray float boat 
shoes. I bought a pair each of 
the dark blue and light blue last 
year at a Designer Shoe Ware-
house (another place you should 
definitely check out), and I real-
ly like them —- on sale at $35 (I 

bought mine at $58) these are an 
awesome deal you should check 
out. I’ll keep these guys in mind.

Wuerth’s Shoes: Found another 
killer pair of Rieker’s here. Men’s 
B1431. Stacked heel and camo 
gray suede top. I would wear 
those, and I’ll keep this store on 
my radar.

And, of course, you can always 
check out the Winners on the 
way in to see these establish-
ments.

“Style is just fashion filtered 
through your personality”

Scott Dunstall has appeared sev-
eral times on Rogers TV Kitch-
ener as a guest on DAYTIME. His 
writing has been republished by 
LinkedIn Top Influencer and 
INC. Magazine contributing ed-
itor, Jeff Haden. He has also 
written several pieces for the 
Baden Outlook. To contact Scott 
for questions or collaborations, 
email everydaystylebyscott1@
gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

Members of East Zorra-Tavis-
tock Council and the township’s 
staff members are in line to re-
ceive a 6.49 percent pay increase 
this year.

My focus in this opinion piece is 
on the members of council who 
are accountable to the taxpay-
ers of EZT, who ultimately elect 
them and pay their salaries. The 
Gazette did a story a few weeks 
ago on the wage hike, and each 
of our elected officials was asked 
how they could justify such a 
large increase in tough econom-
ic times. Mayor Phil Schaefer, 
Deputy Mayor Brad Smith, and 
Ward 3 Councillor Jeremy Smith 
all replied, but not one answered 
the question. They all referred 
to the ‘process’ in place to come 
up with salary hikes which are 
based on the CPI, or the rate of 
inflation.

For the purposes of this story, I 
again reached out to each mem-
ber of council and asked the fol-
lowing questions:

Do you feel you should have 
consulted with the ratepayers of 

EZT before voting yes? They are 
the ones paying for your salaries.

Brad Smith said to me he is not 
in it for the money. If that is the 
case, are you willing to revisit 
the pay raises you gave your-
selves assuming none of you are 
in it for the money?

I will ask this again. Consider-
ing the current economic climate 
where virtually no one is getting 
a pay raise this high, how can 
you justify approving it for your-
selves with no input from EZT 
residents?

Mayor Schaefer, Deputy Mayor 
Smith, and Councillor Scott Zehr 
did reply, but no other elected 
official did. Schaefer said, “the 
policy for handling annual in-
creases for all employees has 
been publicly disclosed. Using 
the Ontario CPI for all employ-
ees, including councillors, man-
agers, office staff, public works, 
building and drainage, recre-
ation, crossing guards, and fire-
fighters has at its basis, fairness. 
Over the last 7 years, the aver-
age wage increase, including this 
year’s 6.49 percent increase, is 
2.47 percent. I do not think that 
is unreasonable.”

Smith said, “in 2020, the coun-
cil of the time installed a wage 
policy using the CPI. By having 
this in place, there was no ‘giv-
ing themselves a raise.’ My un-
derstanding is the policy has a 
review period.” He is technically 
correct on both fronts. The poli-
cy is reviewed at least every five 
years and will be no later than 

2025, and technically council 
did not pass a motion to allow 
the raises, but the process could 
have been discussed at a coun-
cil meeting. Any councillor could 
have made a motion to revisit 
the 6.49 percent figure, but that 
didn’t happen. “As I have stated 
before, the figure for all employ-
ees, including council members 
was agreed upon in October, be-
fore our swearing in. Hopefully 
the CPI will be less for all of On-
tario over the next 12 months,” 
added Smith.

Zehr referred to communication 
sent to me from the township 
clerk Will Jaques and CEO Karen 
DePrest, who explained how the 
process works. He did not com-
ment directly.

The mayor will make $22,078.08, 
deputy mayor $18,868.33, and 
each councillor is in line for 
$15,655.62 in base salary in 
2023.

Lack of Communication (Web-
site and social media)

EZT does alert citizens to weath-
er warnings, provides fire safety 
tips, lets us know when our prop-
erty taxes are due, and mentions 
upcoming council meetings with 
a link to an agenda. Residents 
can also sign up to receive email 
updates when new agendas 
and minutes have been posted, 
and I have enrolled myself but 
have not received any emails. 
My question is this. Is that good 
enough? I am not aware of any 
communications strategy at the 
township, and no information is 

given to taxpayers about import-
ant local issues and decisions 
to be made at council meetings. 
Should EZT not be more trans-
parent and provide more, espe-
cially when it comes to salary 
increases? I think it is safe to say 
if the Gazette hadn’t done an ini-
tial story, very few people would 
have found out.

Anyone can look at council 
agendas, packages, and minutes 
on the website, but that infor-
mation is very difficult to under-
stand for the average person, let 
alone a journalist. It is written in 
anything but plain language, and 
I have a hard time believing any-
one would read a council pack-
age of over 100 pages. So why 
not develop a strategy where is-
sues of public interest, like pay 
increases, are delivered to resi-
dents before council meetings to 
allow for input and then again 
after meetings to unveil what 
decisions were made. EZT is also 
not in the habit of issuing news 
releases and the only one I can 
remember is when DePrest was 
hired as CEO.

East Zorra-Tavistock council 
meetings are open to the public 
and take place on Thursday eve-
nings at 7 or Wednesday morn-
ings at 9 in Innerkip but have 
not been streamed online since 
the height of the pandemic and 
are very poorly attended if at-
tended by the public at all. I have 
been told the township is going 
to install video technology in the 
new building under construction 
to livestream again, but there 

are no plans to have the meet-
ings available on demand so res-
idents can simply watch at their 
convenience. Zorra Township, 
for example, does have this fea-
ture for its constituents, and all 
of their meetings are available 
live online. The same goes for 
Wilmot Township.

My question to the people of 
EZT is this: are you okay with 
your council being run this way? 
I obviously am not, and I don’t 
judge those of you who are. But 
it is your money and for me, I 
would like my council to spend it 
wisely. And a 6.49 percent raise 
for elected officials who are 
“not in it for the money” to me, 
is somewhat puzzling. Process-
es can be changed with a simple 
motion and majority approval. 
I will not comment on the staff 
raise because I truly believe 
they work extremely hard but 
for councillors to be okay with a 
raise much greater than the av-
erage hard-working resident is a 
bit baffling. I also feel staff and 
council raises should be com-
pletely separate.

The level of trust people has in 
their elected officials has con-
tinued to decline over the years, 
and a big part of that is because 
of a lack of transparency, be it 
intentional or unintentional. 
Transparency goes a long way 
in rebuilding trust and is a cor-
nerstone of democracy. My ques-
tions didn’t get answered to my 
satisfaction by our elected of-
ficials, but I wonder what they 
would say to you if asked.

A JOURNALIST PERSPECTIVE: Transparency and Communication Lacking in EZT 

By Lee Griffi
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COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

The Optimist Hall in Shakespeare was 
a buzz of activity on family day, Monday, 
February 20, when the local Optimist 

Club invited kids and parents in the area 
to come and participate in family days 
activities.

This included crafting with wood craft 

kits and paints, pickleball, floor hockey 
and enjoying burgers, hot dogs and hot 
chocolate prepared by the Shakespeare 
Optimist members.

President Mike McNeil was more than 
pleased with more than 180 kids and par-
ents taking part in the day’s activities.

Family Day in Shakespeare

Optimist President Mike McNeil was busy supplying kids with free candy floss. (Photo cred-
it: Gary West)

The large crowd of kids and parents packed the Shakespeare Optimist Hall for family day. 
(Photo credit: Gary West)

Local veterinarian 
honoured for 15 years of 
4-H leadership

A local veterinarian was recently recognized for his leadership work, by the Waterloo Coun-
ty 4-H Association at their annual general meeting and leaders appreciation dinner. Dr. Ja-
son Brownridge, a partner with the Milverton Veterinary Clinic, and works in many herds in 
Waterloo county, was named the Waterloo county 4-H Leader of the Year for 2022. Jason has 
been a leader with the Waterloo veterinary 4-H club for close to 15 years. The presentation 
was made by Waterloo 4-H president, Todd Radigan, and board member, Helen Martin. Left 
to right, 4-H Board president Todd Radigan, Dr. Jason Brownridge, and board member Helen 
Martin.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor,

Wilmot Council has just given the Cit-
izens for Safe Ground Water, and the 
entire community, a sucker punch by 
announcing that Wilmot will not fight 
the Hallman Pit at the upcoming Ontar-
io Land Tribunal hearing. Council’s de-
cision, made in a “closed door” meeting, 
is an affront to local citizens because 
it ignored the previous council’s vote 
last April to deny the zone change that 
would have given a green light to the 
Hallman Pit. It also denied them their 
right to be informed and included in a 
decision affecting their community.

Because of recent changes included in 
Bill 23, the loser in Ontario Land Tribu-

nal appeals is on the hook for the legal 
fees of the successful party. Have Coun-
cil members fallen victim to the threat 
of a possible financial impact from the 
outcome of the Tribunal rather than 
considering the certain financial and 
environmental costs associated with 
going ahead with the gravel pit? This is 
yet another example of Bill 23 favour-
ing the rich and powerful. The fight 
against the Hallman Pit is not over yet, 
as evidenced by a large attendance at 
a community meeting on February 26th 
to discuss actions going forward.

Dorothy Wilson,

New Hamburg

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS PARIS MOUNTIES

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Mar 3rd -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE
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TRAVEL —

Server Sylvia Lamothe at Ridge Road Winery. Irish coach driver Anthony McCann, with Paul Knowles. Chef John Bertrand, creator of spectacular desserts.

I am a huge fan of good service 
and a bit of a curmudgeon when 
service is poor. But receiving es-
pecially good service at a desti-
nation adds enormously to my 
level of enjoyment.

During the past few months, I 
have been very well treated in 
several provinces and several 
countries. But a few of those mo-
ments stand out. Apparently in-
significant incidents have made 
all the difference between hav-
ing a good time and having an 
outstanding experience. 

Like in Mexico. I wrote recently 
about the Sensira Resort in the 
Riviera Maya. But I didn’t tell you 
about a moment that was the ic-
ing on the cake.

We, a small group of travel com-
municators, were dining in Sensi-
ra’s gourmet restaurant, Galerie 
Des Sens. The meal was amaz-
ing and the dessert was wildly 
imaginative. Chef John Bertrand 
had created a dish that evoked a 
child playing in the snow. I can’t 
tell you the specific recipe but it 
included white, herbed sorbet, 

shaved and frozen coconut, and 
playing on top of this “mountain 
of snow”, the lego-like figure of 
a child made from peanut butter 
and chocolate.

It was delicious fun.

As we finished, I said to our serv-
er, “My partner back home loves 
peanut butter and chocolate. 
Would you have an extra one of 
those figures that I could take 
home to her?”

“Absolutely,” said our server 
and she disappeared for quite a 
while.

After I lingered for at least 10 
minutes, she reappeared, bear-
ing a ramekin containing two 
of the figures. The ramekin was 
warm.

John Bertrand had made these 
special little figures precisely to 
order for the dinner and then 
took the time to make two more 
for me to take home.

That is over-the-top service.

Last June, wandering around 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, I stum-
bled upon the Sweeney Museum, 
a creatively constructed marine 
museum including artifacts from 
the fishing industry. They’ve 
even built some replica buildings 
and a boat inside this museum.

I asked the woman at the desk 
– her name was Julie – if I could 
have a quick look inside the 
museum, even though it was to 
close in 15 minutes. “Sure,” she 
said. “There’s nobody else here, 
so why don’t I give you the full 
tour?” And she did. Terrific ser-
vice.

We travelled around Ireland by 

coach last fall. Our driver, Antho-
ny McCann, was superb. One day, 
we discovered that there was to 
be a concert in Galway that eve-
ning, although it was not on our 
itinerary. One of our group mem-
bers had found it and most of us 
decided we would like to go too.

Anthony volunteered to work 
unpaid overtime so we wouldn’t 
have to taxi to the concert. He 
arranged our tickets. He drove 
us there and back in the coach. 
And we got to enjoy the superb 
Trad on the Prom concert. Un-
paid overtime service – pretty 
impressive.

A more local trip involved our 
annual golfing-friends’ coach 
tour to Niagara Wine Country, 
where the small, friendly winer-
ies offer the epitome of great ser-
vice. I visited Ridge Road Winery 
twice last year, and each time was 
treated like a king. A king who, of 
course, bought a case or two of 
wine. But the folks at Ridge Road, 
like many of its wine-making 
neighbours on the Niagara Pen-
insula, know all there is to know 
about creating happy, satisfied 
customers.

To return to Nova Scotia for a mo-
ment, while there in the spring, 
I dined with some others at La 
Cuisine Robicheau Restaurant, 
where Nadine Robicheau serves 
up amazing dishes including 
Lobster Lasagna and Rappie Pie. 
When some of us could not quite 
decide what to order, everything 
appeared on the table. “Sample it 
all!” was her answer to our inde-
cision. Very special service.

But to be completely truthful, su-
perb service doesn’t guarantee a 

happy ending. Once upon a time, 
I was invited to visit the beauti-
ful Abaco Club on Winding Bay, 
in the Bahamas.

The day of arrival, our small 
group of journalists was greeted 
with rum punches. Then there 
was a pre-dinner drink. Then, 
wine with dinner.

That was all very tasty of course. 
But after dinner, our hosts asked 
if we would like to join them for 
a nightcap.

All the other, smarter writers de-
clined. It had been a long day al-
ready. But, of course, I said “sure” 
and off we went to the elegant 
bar.

At that time – I am older and wis-
er, now – my cocktail of choice 
was a Rusty Nail, half Scotch 
and half Drambuie. Potent stuff. 
Best enjoyed in small doses with 

plenty of ice.

I asked the bartender for a rusty 
nail. She was unaware of this 
concoction but was dedicated to 
good service so she asked me to 
describe it. I did: “Half Scotch, 
half Drambuie”.

When she brought the drink, it 
was a full, tall glass of booze – 
about a quadruple rusty nail, at 
least.

“There’s no way I can drink this,” 
I thought.

Turns out I was wrong. I could 
drink it. But I should have been 
right and gone with my first in-
stincts. Good service usually 
ends well… but not always.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: When good service makes all the difference

By Paul Knowles

Exhibits at the Sweeney Museum in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH 2023

Air bands at Forest Glen PS Schmidtsville in Wellesley 
celebrates one year

Air bands have returned to Forest Glen Public School. Join students and staff on March 7 at 
6:30 p.m. to see the acts from Grades 6-8 Falcons perform. (Photo credit: Twitter/@fglwrdsb)

Schmidtsville Restaurant & Gift Shop in Wellesley celebrated one year since Miriam Kuepfer 
has owned the business, and offered free coffee with breakfast to patrons on Wednesday, 
March 1. (Photo credit: Facebook/Schmidtsville Restaurant & Gift Shop)

March 2nd

Music at the Shakespeare Brewing 
Company

Tyler Wilson will play at the Shake-
speare Brewing Company, 2178 Line 
34 in Shakespeare, from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

March 2nd

Road Reconstruction Information 
Session

Queen’s Bush Road and Molesworth 
Street road reconstruction infor-
mation session will take place from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Welles-
ley Community Centre.

March 3rd

World Day of Prayer - I Heard 
About Your Faith

At Zion United Church, 215 Peel 
Street in New Hamburg at 2 p.m. 
All are welcome to attend. Refresh-
ments to follow. Please ensure facial 
masks are worn. Prayer country 
theme is Taiwan.

March 4th

Blackball Comedy Night

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restau-
rant at 1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. 
Presented by Blackball Comedy. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
available on www.ticketscene.ca.

March 4th

Spring Tree Pruning Workshop

At New Dundee Community Park 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Featuring Let’s 
Tree Wilmot’s certified arborist, 
Mike Yost. Need to prune your tree, 
but don’t want to wreck it? This 
workshop will set you on the right 
track. Go to events at www.wilm-
othortsociety.ca to register and learn 
more.

March 5th

Opti-Mrs. Soup and Sandwich Lun-
cheon

Taking place at 11 a.m - Tavistock 
Men’s Club and Board of Trade. 
Tickets will be available to purchase 

for raffle prizes. Guest speaker is 
Dr. Melissa Hamilton on Women’s 
Health. Contact tavistockoptimrs@
gmail.com for more info.

March 6th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre at 1,000 Maple Leaf 
Street in Wellesley. Booking times 
are available from about 3 p.m. until 
about 8 p.m. on www.blood.ca.

March 6th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden 
at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the 
Township of Wilmot YouTube page.

March 7th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley You-
Tube page.

March 8th

Drug Awareness and Youth Mental 
Health Information Session

This night will include a presen-
tation about drugs, their effects on 
the body, along with counselling and 
support options. Takes place at 182 
Union Street in New Hamburg from 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

March 8th

BIA Information and Breakfast 
Meeting

Business owners in New Hamburg 
who are interested in attending an 
information session on what a BIA 
is, and whether it may be a good fit 
for New Hamburg, are invited to 
attend the meeting from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. at the Puddicombe House 
banquet hall, 145 Peel Street, New 
Hamburg. Those interested can 
email membercoordinator@nhbot.
ca.

March 15th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meet-

ing

Regular council meeting taking 
place at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line 
in Innerkip.

March 17th - March 18th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restau-
rant at 1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. 
Serving corn beef and cabbage with 
baby potatoes, Irish stew and soda 
bread. Full menu is also available. 
Not taking reservations. On Friday, 
12 p.m. is Irish dancers, 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. is Travel-worn, 5 p.m. is Tony 
Nother, 6 p.m. is Irish dancers, 6:30 
p.m. is Vanyah.

March 31st

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Taking place at 7 p.m. at Zion Unit-
ed Church, 215 Peel Street in New 
Hamburg. The film is an exploration 
of the effects of road building by 
settlers on Indigenous land and 
culture.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Bishop
2)Uncut hair
3)Mary Shelley
4)Saturn
5)New
6)Great Expectations
7)Canada
8)Exodus
9)Mandarin
10)55°F (12.7°C)

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

For Sale John Deere tractor for sale
6420 - 2 wheel drive
90 horse power with 2 remotes
Cab has charcoal filter air system
Only has 793 hours and is in great condition
Asking $56,500 or best offer
519-465-0206

INCOME TAX
RETURNS

Personal, Farm & Business Returns, Free Pick-up and Delivery
NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

APPROVED E-FILER
RON HILL & ASSOCIATES

965326 Maplewood Sd
84 Woodstock St., S., Tavistock

519-462-2812
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Single 
Family Homes

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Locally Made Pet Food, Delivered FREE to You!


