
By Veronica Reiner

A snowstorm that included thunder 
and lightning hit local areas, Waterloo 
Region, and southern Ontario Friday 
night, March 3, causing service disrup-
tions, vehicles to become stuck, and 
overnight parking bans.

Environment Canada ended local snow 
and storm warnings on Saturday morn-
ing, March 4. There was a snowfall of 
27 centimetres, according to University 
of Waterloo’s weather station.

One resident, Darren Atchison, re-
ported to the Hickson Community 
Facebook group that his vehicle was 
stuck on John Street in the early hours 
of Saturday morning, March 4. Luckily, 
that didn’t last long. “Thanks to some 
helpful Hickson neighbours, we’re out,” 
said Kristen Atchison.

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board cancelled all rental permits, 
games and school events that were 
scheduled for the evening on March 3. 
The Waterloo Catholic District School 

Board closed schools for the time frame, 
as well as cancelled All Community Use 
of Schools permits.

Wilmot Township declared a snow-
event parking ban that started on 11:59 
p.m. on March 3. Any vehicles parked 
on the street throughout the event 
risked being ticketed or towed. The 
parking ban remained in effect for 24 
hours. The Region of Waterloo also de-
clared a snow event.

By Lee Griffi

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is call-
ing on the federal government to scrap its 
plan to increase the carbon tax, alcohol tax-
es and member of Parliament pay on April 1. 
And one local Liberal Member of Parliament 
at least agrees in part.

“The feds will make life more expensive with 
the April tax hikes,” said Franco Terrazzano, 
Federal Director of the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation. “Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
shouldn’t be raising taxes when Canadians 
can’t afford gas or groceries.” First passed in 
the 2017 federal budget, the alcohol escala-
tor tax automatically increases excise taxes 
on beer, wine and spirits every year by the 
rate of inflation. Alcohol taxes will increase 
by 6.3 per cent on April 1. On top of that, the 
federal carbon tax will increase to 14 cents 
per litre of gasoline and 12 cents per cubic 
metre of natural gas on April 1.

Kitchener-Conestoga Liberal MP Tim Louis 
says while he supports the escalator tax in 
principle, today’s economic climate should be 
an exception to the rule. “I would like to see 
the escalator tax capped or at least some sort 
of ceiling clause implemented when inflation 
reaches a certain level. When this was intro-
duced, before I was elected, it made sense 
to keep up with inflation. People didn’t ex-
pect it to be at its peak of eight percent, and 
there is a fairness issue here.” Louis adds he 
is in Ottawa advocating to hit the pause but-
ton to put a freeze on it. “I think that’s fair. I 
did meet with Restaurants Canada and had 
that conversation.” Louis, a former profes-
sional musician, worked with restaurants on 
a regular basis. “What they told me was the 
margins they have on alcohol sales is what 
is keeping them going because the margins 
on food are so narrow. (Restaurants Canada) 
made a clear case to me that they could use 
my support. This wasn’t designed to be a pu-
nitive tax on an industry that has been hard 
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Darren Atchison posted that his vehicle became stuck on John Street in East Zorra Tavistock Saturday, March 4. (Photo credit: Face-
book/Darren Atchison) 
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“The Township of Wilmot Roads Crew 
are working diligently to clear local 
roads and make travel safer,” wrote the 
township in a news release.

The township also cancelled the Pipes 

and Rails program at 251 Jacob Street, 
as well as closed the Wilmot Aquatic 
Centre at 4 p.m. that evening. While the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex remained 
open, all swim lessons and recreational 
swims were cancelled.

The township also encouraged residents 

to: not follow plows too closely or pass 
them while they were clearing roads, 
park off street where possible and 
abide parking by-laws, and keep bas-
ketball and hockey nets off roads and 
boulevards.

Bus routes were delayed or cancelled. 

The Perth County Connect cancelled is 
service entirely for Saturday, March 4. 
At 6:25 a.m. that morning, the Grand 
River Transit service Tweeted: “Due to 
extreme weather conditions, buses will 
be running quite late.”

By Gary West

A “lifelong commitment to agriculture” is 
a phrase that exemplifies the true mean-
ing of a Waterloo county lifelong resident 
that is being inducted into the Ontario 
Agriculture Hall of Fame later this year.

Doug Wagner, a resident of New Hamburg, 
will be part of the induction ceremony 
along with 10 other individuals on June 
11. He is being recognized for his tremen-
dous, continuous contribution to Ontario’s 
agriculture and food industry.

His involvement includes working with the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food, 
the Ontario Seed Growers Association, the 
Ontario Crop Improvement Association, 
and Canada’s Outdoor Farm show.

Wagner graduated from the University of 
Guelph in 1974 with a diploma in agricul-
tural business, and became a program as-
sistant that same year in youth extension 
with OMAFRA (Ontario Ministry of Ag. 
and Food and Rural Affairs) in Toronto.

In 1977 he became assistant supervisor, 
with youth extension at OMAFRA. In 1979 
he was eastern Canada’s representative 
for Dairy Contact, a western-based dairy 
publication out of Calgary, Alberta.

From 1983 to 2003 he was the execu-
tive director, and secretary manager of 
the Ontario Soil and Crop improvement 
association.

His schedule also allowed him to work with 
organizers of the International Plowing 
Match every year from 1984-1992.

In the years from 1996-2003, Wagner was 
with the Innovation Farmers Association 
of Ontario as the facility and program 
co-ordinator, and all the while from 1993 
to 2022 held many working positions 
with Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show near 
Woodstock. This ended with him becom-
ing President from 2021-2022.

His leadership skills also took him to 
Langham, Saskatchewan, where he helped 
organize “Ag. in Motion” from 2014-2022.

Over the years he has also been very 
much involved in 4-H and was a dairy 
club member in the Waterloo region in his 
younger days. He became a 4-H leader for 
the Waterloo County 4-H dairy calf and 

4-H swine clubs in the early 1980s.

In 1979 Wagner was one of the origi-
nal founders of the T.D. 4-H dairy clas-
sic calf show, held annually at the Royal 
Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto.

His résumé also includes past Director 
of the Wilmot agricultural society, past 
Director of the Canadian Agri Marketing 
Association, president of OAC Alumni 
Association and a member of the Waterloo 
Soil and Crop Improvement Association.

He became an honorary life member of 
the Canadian Seed Growers Association 
and has received the T.R. Hilliard 
Distinguished Extension Award for his 
work with seed growers.

Doug Wagner will say that he has always 
had a keen interest in agriculture, which 
isn’t hard to see after reading his lifetime 
of achievements.

He says it all started when working as a 
teenager in high school at the Floyd Eby 
(Ebydale) dairy farm north of New Dundee, 
where he started showing Holstein calves 
in the local 4-H club and taking a keen in-
terest in Agriculture and Food.

Congratulations to Doug Wagner for be-
ing named to Ontario’s Agriculture Hall of 
Fame where you have made a lifetime of 
tremendous contributions to agriculture, 
not only in Waterloo county, but in many 
other areas of Ontario, a true “leader” in 
every sense of the word.

More info can be obtained at www.oahf.
on.ca

Doug Wagner in 2022 as President of Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show north of Woodstock.

Doug Wagner - New Hamburg’s inductee into the 
Ontario Agricultural Hall of Fame
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Significant winter storm causes service disruptions

hit, it was only meant to keep up with 
inflation.”

Despite being against this particular tax 
increase, Louis does say that reasonable 
increases do make sense from a health-
care perspective. “The idea is that the 
revenue from it would be used for health 
care. If people are choosing to use these 
products, then they are basically paying 
into a system they may use more often. 
That is the idea of at least keeping up with 
inflation.”

Should the Liberal government decide to 
make any kind of move in regard to the al-
cohol escalator tax it would make sense to 

announce it in the upcoming federal bud-
get expected in the next number of weeks. 
“I think that would be a natural fit with 
the upcoming budget,” adds Louis.

Surprisingly the MP says his office hasn’t 
heard from a single bar or restaurant in 
his riding. As a result, he decided to con-
tact some folks he knows. “It’s been the 
opposite. I have reached out to them. I 
know restaurant owners and also affected 
in the riding are microbreweries who have 
struggled in the last few years. I am out 
there advocating, and I know how hard 
they work, especially the smaller restau-
rants. They pour their heart and soul into 
what they do. The government helped get 
them through the pandemic, and I want to 

make sure we continue to support them 
and not have them in jeopardy.”

More Elected Officials Set for a Pay Hike

MPs also take pay raises each year on 
April 1, and the CTF estimates this year’s 
hike will range from an extra $5,100 for 
a backbench MP to an extra $10,200 for 
the prime minister, based on contract data 
published by the government of Canada. 
This will be the fourth MP pay raise since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“To add insult to injury, MPs will take 
another pay raise the same day they 
take more money from taxpayers’ wal-
lets,” said Terrazzano. “Politicians don’t 
deserve a pay raise when they make life 
unaffordable with tax hikes and runaway 

spending.”

Just like the increase in alcohol taxes, 
Louis says this is an example of using 
common sense during tough times for 
Canadians. “I don’t know what it would 
take to change the legislation or how long 
it would take, but the part I can play is to 
give my increase in pay to charity. Again, 
it comes down to fairness, that’s the way 
I look at it. I am sticking my neck out to a 
degree here, but I feel strongly about this 
one. It’s the right thing to do and once in 
a while, you need to say this is what I am 
hearing, and this is what I would like to 
advocate for. We will see what happens, 
but I really hope we can hit pause on this.”

Local Liberal MP Opposes April 1 Alcohol Tax Hike 
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 Tyrone is one of our new additions to the John 
Bear team. He started his career at a Used car lot in 
Kitchener and now brings over 10 years of 
experience specializing in the Used Car business. 

 He loves to spend time with his 2 daughters.  He loves to spend time with his 2 daughters. 
You may see them on the some of the local trails in 
Baden and New Hamburg with their dog Kaia. If 
you do, stop and say hi!

“I am happy to be part of the John Bear team. If you 
are looking for a new or used vehicle, we are here 
to help”.

 Cam joined the John Bear team in December 
2022 and has been in the car industry since 2013. 
He has lived in New Hamburg for the last 10 years 
with his high school sweetheart Alexis, their 8 year 
old son, and two golden retrievers, Harvey and 
Hazel. He inherited his love for cars at a very young 
age because of his father. 
 He also enjoys coaching his son's U9 Wilmot  He also enjoys coaching his son's U9 Wilmot 
Boys hockey team, classic cars and cheering on his 
favorite sports teams, the Buffalo Sabres and 
Cleveland Guardians.  

“I am excited to be part of the John Bear family and 
work in this amazing community where I call home.”

 We are pleased to announce Jason Cowie as 
the General Manager at John Bear New Hamburg. 
Jason has been with the John Bear Group for 11 
years. He worked in several roles across sales, 
financial services and was most recently a trusted 
member of the leadership team in the St. 
Catharines dealership.  Jason is excited to be 
moving to the New Hamburg area with his wife, 2 
young sons and their 2 dogs. 
 
 “My family and I are extremely excited about 
the opportunity. I look forward to working alongside 
 “My family and I are extremely excited about 
the opportunity. I look forward to working alongside 
the many groups and businesses in the New 
Hamburg area and making John Bear your trusted, 
reliable stop for all automotive needs.”

JOHNBEARNEWHAMBURG.COM519-662-1200

TEAM IN TOWN!

After almost 10 years working at John Bear as a Service Advisor, David Ross 
has been promoted to Service Manager. Having spent his whole career in the 

automotive industry, he brings a wealth of experience and a passion for vehicles 
to his new role. In his spare time, he enjoys hiking, camping and coaching his 

young son’s Timbits soccer team.

FAMILIAR FACE, NEW ROLE!

JASON COWIE
GENERAL MANAGER

DAVID ROSS
SERVICE MANAGER

CAM ROSEBOROUGH
SALES MANAGER SALES MANAGER

TYRONE BOND

100 HERITAGE DRIVE 
NEW HAMBURG
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one from us

$10 OFF An express oil change
Regular Price starting at $89.95

All makes and models welcome
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By Veronica Reiner

Three friends living at Nithview Home 
in New Hamburg have finally completed 
their passion project: a three-dimension-
al replica of the RMS Titanic ship.

Harold Jones, Elmer Koenig and Barbara 
Jantzi spent about two-and-a-half 
months working on the 708-piece puz-
zle before it was officially finished on 
February 14. The cardboard structure 
is equipped with LED lights, along with 
plenty of little details, including the life-
boats, lit up windows, a dining area, and 
more. It is now on display at Nithview 
Home.

“They’ve been very compatible working 
together,” noted Barb.

“And we’re best friends now,” added 
Harold.

Barbara’s son, Kevin, bought the puzzle 
and brought it to Nithview Home for his 
mother. “I had purchased this puzzle last 
fall totally on a whim that these three 
would enjoy… working on a project like 
this to keep them busy and out of trouble 
at Nithview.”

“He told me to get somebody to put it 
together,” added Barbara. “So we chose 
these two guys.”

“She recruited us with a strong arm,” said 
Harold with a laugh.

They started the project on November 

25, and worked on it when they had the 
chance, but not every day. When Nithview 
Home hosted activities, the group usual-
ly attended those - otherwise, they would 
work on the replica.

Some of the pieces of the puzzle were so 

small that they needed to be maneuvered 
with needle nose pliers.

“The three of us were the only ones that 
could work at it,” said Harold. “If you had 
any more, it would get confusing, and 
pieces would get out of line. Ernie Ritz 

helped us to look for a number once or 
twice.”

They had a specific system in place, 
with each person playing a different 
role. Harold would look through the in-
struction book and call out a number, 
then Barb would find it and punch out 
the pieces if necessary. Elmer would put 
the piece in place that corresponded to 
the number. Sometimes, they switched 
around roles.

“We had a lot of fun together,” said Elmer.

Barbara, Elmer and Harold have been 
residents at Nithview Home for varying 
lengths of time - Barbara has been there 
for about four years. Elmer has been 
there since around summer 2019, while 
Harold has been a resident since 2017. 
They have become fast friends through 
the experience, and also play crokinole 
together.

“It was satisfying and inspiring to know 
that they were busy and had something 
to accomplish and the stories and hu-
mour they all shared while spending this 
quality time together,” said Kevin.

The RMS Titanic was a British passen-
ger liner that sank in the North Atlantic 
Ocean on April 15, 1912, after striking an 
iceberg during her maiden voyage from 
Southampton, England to New York City, 
United States.

By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Assistance Program is tak-
ing applications for new board members.

Board chair Jan Ramseyer says she is 
hoping to attract people with a wide va-
riety of work backgrounds. “TAP’s board 
members are passionate about serving 
the community. We come together month-
ly to share skills and talents that are used 
to serve neighbours in need. It’s an excit-
ing opportunity to share common work 
skills, like accounting, human resources, 
public relations, grant writing, and more, 
with the purpose of helping people in 
the Tavistock, Shakespeare, and Hickson 

communities.”

TAP has openings for two new volunteers 
and runs with a total of eight members. 
Four are elected every other year for a 
two-year term. “However, members may 
be elected to serve successive terms if they 
wish. The applications are received online 
at https://tapisforyou.com/board-applica-
tion/ and the deadline to apply is March 
10,” adds Ramseyer.

Board member positions include chair, 
vice-chair, treasurer, secretary and with 
an additional four members at large. 
“Board members meet once per month, 
along with the program director (Linda 

Holst). Responsibilities, in addition to the 
four titled positions, include participat-
ing actively in board and committee work, 
annual planning, fundraising, and brain-
storming ideas that support the program 
director. Board members work behind the 
scenes of TAP, and work on the business 
of TAP. Any front-line community support 
is managed confidentially by the program 
director and program director liaison,” she 
says.

One of the important aspects of TAP is its 
location and its ability to be flexible. “It 
can be difficult for people living in a rural 
area to get to traditional, sustaining, social 

support systems when they are located 
in larger geographic areas. Oftentimes, 
travel to those bigger centers is a barrier 
for people who have an urgent need. TAP 
has the ability to respond quickly and ef-
ficiently. TAP is also able to respond in a 
flexible way and brainstorm creative ways 
to help people get through a rough patch,” 
says Ramseyer.

Due to the flexibility of TAP, the program 
constantly changes with the needs of the 
community. So far, in 2023, the effects of 
the pandemic, inflation, and the rising 
costs of housing are at the forefront of 
concern.

Three Nithview Home residents build a 3-D replica 
of the Titanic

Tavistock Assistance Program looking for Volunteers
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By Lee Griffi

The East Zorra-Tavistock Fire Department 
is holding a ‘Project Zero Open House’ 
across the township. The event is being 
held in cooperation with the Ontario Fire 
Marshall Public Fire Safety Council and 
Enbridge Gas on Monday, March 13, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

EZT residents are being encouraged to 
stop by fire stations in Hickson, Innerkip 
or Tavistock and exchange an outdated, 
non-working smoke alarm and receive 
a new smoke/carbon monoxide alarm to 
take home free of charge. Firefighters will 
also be available to discuss fire safety and 
provide tours of the fire trucks during the 
open house.

The township’s fire prevention officer, 
Geoff Hayman, explains how to recognize 
when your alarm needs to be replaced. 
“Most alarms have a best before date, and 
even though the unit will ‘beep’ when the 
test button is pressed, this tests wheth-
er there is sufficient power for the alarm 
to work. It does not test the sensitivity 
of the sensor to smoke or CO2.” He adds 
most alarms have a seven-to-ten-year life 
span, with most older Carbon Monoxide 
only being reliable for seven years. “There 
should be a date on the unit, either a re-
place before date or a manufacture date. 
Using smoke from a candle, for example, 
will test the sensitivity of the detector. If 
it doesn’t respond in a timely manner, the 
alarm should be replaced.”

Once a new alarm is installed, Hayman 

says there is still work to do. “Maintenance 
is important. Keeping it clean of dust or 
cobwebs and regular testing of the battery, 
replacing twice a year for battery operated 
only. Newer units have a 10-year battery 
that is sealed.” He adds there are two types 
of power supply, battery or direct wired. 
Direct wired operate on household elec-
trical current. “The Fire Code states that 
any replacement alarm installed cannot 
provide a lesser protection level, so using 
a battery-operated unit in place of a direct 
wired is lessening the level of protection.”

Enbridge Gas has invested $250,000 in 
Safe Community Project Zero in 2023, 
and over the past 14 years, the program 
has provided more than 76,000 alarms to 
Ontario fire departments. “This exchange 
program would not happen without the 
Enbridge donation of the alarms. It is a 
very generous donation,” adds Hayman.

When properly installed and maintained, 
combination smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms help provide the early warning to 
safely escape from a house fire or carbon 
monoxide exposure. Carbon monoxide is a 
toxic, odourless gas that is a by-product of 
the incomplete combustion of many types 
of common fuels.

Project Open House is running at all three 
East Zorra-Tavistock fire stations:

Hickson Fire Station - 43 Loveys Street 
East

Innerkip Fire Station - 204 Stonegate Road

Tavistock Fire Station - 260 Woodstock 
Street South

EZT Fire Department holding Project Zero Open House
COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

8881 •• 567•7546

Now Celebrating

140
YEARS

Free smoke/carbon monoxide alarms to be distributed at open house event on March 13

From left to right: Hickson FPO Chris Ward, Hickson FPO TJ Murray, Hickson Station Chief 
Tom Bickle, Enbridge Field Supervisor Doug Chapman, Fire Chief Scott Alexander, East Zor-
ra Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer, Innerkip Station Chief Nick Dorken, East Zorra Tavistock 
FPO Geoff Hayman and Tavistock FPO Gary Ollivier.

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Services Board announced 
the appointment of Superintendent Eugene Fenton and 
Superintendent Jen Davis as the new Deputy Chiefs of 
Police for the Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS).

“We are pleased to welcome Deputy Chief Designates 
Eugene Fenton and Jen Davis to their new roles,” said 
Board Chair Karen Redman. “Their proven dedication 
and commitment to police leadership and public safety 
in Waterloo Region will serve the community and its res-
idents well.”

Deputy Chief Designate Fenton is a 22-year-member of 
the WRPS. Throughout his career, he served in several 
different positions, including frontline patrol, general in-
vestigations, homicide, criminal intelligence, profession-
al standards and, most recently, as the superintendent of 
the investigative services division.

Deputy Chief Designate Fenton has served as Chair of the 
Waterloo Region Integrated Drug Strategy for the past 
three years. He has a Diploma in Police Foundations from 
Westervelt College and a Bachelor of Arts with Honours 
Degree in Policing from Wilfrid Laurier University.

“It is a true privilege to have been selected by the Board 
to serve in this role,” said Deputy Chief Designate 
Fenton. “I am honoured to work with our Board, Chief 
Mark Crowell, Deputy Chief Shirley Hilton, and Deputy 
Chief Designate Jen Davis as we continue to build strong 
community partnerships and advance public safety in 
Waterloo Region.”

Deputy Chief Designate Davis is a 24-year-member of 
the WRPS. Throughout her career, she has served in a 
variety of areas, including frontline patrol, general in-
vestigations, intimate partner violence, homicide, stra-
tegic services, human resources, professional standards, 
training and education, and, most recently, as the super-
intendent of professional development.

In 2020, Deputy Chief Designate Davis was appointed 
lead command of operations for the Waterloo Region 
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Task Force. Deputy 
Chief Designate Davis is also a board member of Langs 

Community Health Centre and serves on its community 
services committee.

She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology from 
the University of Guelph, a Bachelor of Administration 
Degree - Concentration in Organizations - from 
Athabasca University, and is currently completing 
post-graduate studies in Emergency Management at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.

“I am honoured to have been selected for this position 
and look forward to working with the Board, the WRPS 

Executive, and the residents of this great community to 
provide the most effective policing to Waterloo Region,” 
said Deputy Chief Designate Davis. “I also look forward 
to working alongside the incredible WRPS members 
whose great work inspire me every day.”

Deputy Chief Designate Fenton assumed the role of 
Deputy Chief of Administration and Member Services on 
Monday, March 6.

Deputy Chief Jen Davis will take on the role of Deputy 
Chief of Neighbourhood Policing and Investigations. Her 
appointment will take effect on May 22.

“I am proud to welcome both Deputy Chief Designate 
Eugene Fenton and Deputy Chief Designate Jen Davis 
to their new roles,” said Chief of Police Mark Crowell. 
“Their combined experience, passion, and commitment 
to public safety and wellness will be a tremendous asset 
to the community they serve. We look forward to working 
with them, as well as members of the Board and WRPS, 
as they assume their new leadership positions.”

Two new WRPS Deputy Chiefs announced

Deputy Chief Designate Jen DavisDeputy Chief Designate Eugene Fenton
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Clive A. lAwry
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX

PREPARATION
519-655-3490 • 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock

Serving Tavistock and Area for 33 years!

Monday to Friday 9-5 • Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA SEMI-FINALS

Tavistock Royals vs
Seaforth Centenaires
Sat., Mar. 11th 2023 
at 7:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

COMMUNITY —

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166

info@kratax.caEmail:

Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am -
Large Drop Box Available

4pm

During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come & Join our Family!Come & Join the family

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Now at Mens Club 
building 78 Woodstock 

St N, Tavistock, ON
Saturday 11-2 pm | March 11, 18, 25 

2 1/2 lb bag  @ $5.00 per bag

For further details 
Contact Ross Schumm 

(519)-535-3201

SAUERKRAUT SAUERKRAUT 
SALESSALES

By Lee Griffi

Police are investigating an incident of 
vandalism at Tavistock Public School. The 
outdoor kindergarten playground struc-
ture has been taped off with caution tape 
after an occurrence over the weekend.

In an email that was sent the parents the 
school says there were multiple large 
cuts, right through the plastic, in some 

spots. “The damage has been assessed 
by TVDSB staff and is deemed severe 
enough to render the structure unsafe to 
use. We are in the process of seeing what 
will need to be done to resolve the issue, 
however if your students come to school 
after hours, please remind them that they 
should not be playing on the structure.” 
Police are asking anyone who has infor-
mation to call them or Crimestoppers.

Playground Equipment 
Vandalized at TPS

The Tavistock Public School playground was sealed off with caution tape as of March 7. 
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Annual Meeting

will be held on 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 1:30 pm 

At the Tavistock Mennonite Church, 131 Wettlaufer St, Tavistock 

Special Presentation:    Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch Language, 

Local Residents Tell of their Life Experiences 
With Rev. Fred Lichti, Moderator 

The Wie Geht’s Tavistock video recordings feature Wilmot-Tavistock 
residents who speak Deitsch, a German dialect which was brought from 

Europe by the settlers and spoken locally here for generations. 30 people
from East Zorra-Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wilmot and Wellesley will be 

featured on March 25 in "Wie Geht's Clips", a story telling event in Deitsch 
(also called Pennsylvania German/Dutch) WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES.   
You’ll hear stories about barn raising, butchering, school days, weddings, 

life-changing accidents, making maple syrup, changes in farming, why 
Deitsch is being lost and much more.

All are welcome. Donations gratefully accepted.

Annual Meeting

will be held on 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 1:30 pm 

At the Tavistock Mennonite Church, 131 Wettlaufer St, Tavistock 

Special Presentation:    Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch Language, 

Local Residents Tell of their Life Experiences 
With Rev. Fred Lichti, Moderator 

The Wie Geht’s Tavistock video recordings feature Wilmot-Tavistock 
residents who speak Deitsch, a German dialect which was brought from 

Europe by the settlers and spoken locally here for generations. 30 people
from East Zorra-Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wilmot and Wellesley will be 

featured on March 25 in "Wie Geht's Clips", a story telling event in Deitsch 
(also called Pennsylvania German/Dutch) WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES.   
You’ll hear stories about barn raising, butchering, school days, weddings, 

life-changing accidents, making maple syrup, changes in farming, why 
Deitsch is being lost and much more.

All are welcome. Donations gratefully accepted.

$249 LIMITED OFFER

Single Vision Frame/Lenses

2 PAIRS

CALL US FOR 

EYE EXAMS

$399 LIMITED OFFER

No-Line Bi-Focals

2 PAIRS
March MadnessMarch Madness

Baden Optical and Wellesley Optical are dedicated to providing 
friendly, personalized and 1 on 1 service at the best prices in 

town and carry brand name designer frames.
Come on in and see what we have to offer!

Baden: 107 Snyders Rd E (next to the Baden Library)
 Monday:11-6, Thursday: 11-4, Wednesday & Friday: 11-7

Call for evening appointments 
519-513-2220  

Wellesley 1212 Queen's Bush Rd,  
Wednesday: 12-5, Friday: 12-7,                                                                                                 

All other days, call our Baden Office to arrange appointments                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
519-656-9800 | www.badenoptical.ca

By Lee Griffi

The school break can be a time when par-
ents are struggling to keep their kids en-
gaged, but the library has some exciting 
programming to help out.

‘Oceans of Possibility’ is the theme for 
the week, something Librarian Amy 
Coles says is occurring county-wide at all 
branches. “That is something the library 
as a whole has chosen, and it is a theme 
we haven’t covered in a few years.” A num-
ber of activities are planned, and from 
Monday to Thursday, Coles says there will 
be a mad science program for kids. “It is at 
3 p.m. each day, and children must register 
in advance and pick up a science kid from 
the library and then attend the program 
virtually. It is very accessible for people.” 
Coles says the exact details of the program 
will remain a surprise until Monday, but 
she will say it involves a jellyfish theme.

On Tuesday, kids are encouraged to drop 
in for an ocean of interactive fun. “Some 
crafts, a giant word search, word scram-
bles, just a lot of different stations for peo-
ple to drop in any time to play.”

On Wednesday at 10 a.m. Miss Kathy will 
be at the Tavistock branch in person for 

Oceanic Storytime. “It is aimed at more of 
a toddler age, and she is going to be read-
ing a lot of underwater stories, she’ll have 
some songs, and a fish craft for the kids.” 
Coles adds registration is required for this 
opportunity.

Friday’s big draw is screenings of 
Bushwacked!, a program that won’t re-
quire any registration. “It is a show that 
came out in 2014 and is an Australian doc-
umentary series that follows two kids as 
they learn about animals. They are out in 
the wild doing hands-on stuff, and they 
have a ton of episodes that take place in 
the ocean, looking at ocean creatures and 
land animals that dabble in the water. We 
are going to be playing those episodes all 
day long, so people can just drop in when 
they have a chance.”

The library isn’t just about programming 
for kids. Coles says adults have some new 
activities to choose from. “We have started 
doing adult craft programs once a month, 
although we are skipping March as I will 
be on vacation, but we will start it back up 
again in April. So far, we have done paper 
quilling and needle felting, but there will 
be something different each month.”

The Thursday night trivia is continuing 
after being launched during the pandem-
ic. “The virtual program started during 
COVID, and it has been very successful, 
so we just kept it going. We post a link on 
our Facebook page two minutes before it 
starts. You need two devices for it as you 

would watch the program on a computer 
and use your mobile device as a controller 
to answer the questions.”

For more information on all Oxford County 
Library programs, go to https://www.ocl.
net/en/library/library.aspx.

The Tavistock Public Library Goes Under the Sea 
During March Break 

Amy Coles posing with some March Break themed items. (Photo contributed)
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Single vehicle collision in Wellesley

There was a single vehicle collision that occurred on 
February 28, around the area of Hutchinson Road and 
Deborah Glaister Line in Wellesley Township.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service received the re-
port at about 1:15 p.m. The driver lost control of their 
vehicle and travelled off the roadway, striking a guard-
rail. There were no physical injuries reported.

As a result of the investigation, it was determined that 
the driver lost control when they hit an ice patch on the 
road. There were no charges.

Top monthly issues in Perth County

Members of the Perth County Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) responded to 1,302 occurrences between Febru-
ary 1 and February 28 including, but not limited to the 
following:

911, 18; ambulance assist, 13; alarm, 17; assault, 12; bail 
violations, 19; disputes, 18; domestic, 14; harassment, 8; 
fraud, 12; impaired, 5; mental health act, 18; motor vehi-
cle collision, 47; traffic hazard, 31; property related, 44; 
break and enter, 6; RIDE, 57; community services, 73; 
sexual assault, 4; stolen vehicle, 5; suspicious person/
vehicle, 25; theft, 20; traffic complaint, 56; trouble with 
youth, 12; warrant, 16 and well-being check, 14.

If you need to make a police report, call the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122. Those who need immediate assistance 

should dial 911.

Top monthly issues in Oxford County

Members of the Oxford detachment of the OPP re-
sponded to 2,272 occurrences between February 1 and 
February 28, including but not limited to the following:

911 call, 16; alarm, 49; animal complaint, 14; assault, 
17; bail violations, 12; disputes, 41; domestic, 48; fraud, 
33; impaired, 11; mental health act, 49; motor vehicle 
collision, 185; noise complaint, 25; property related, 32; 
RIDE, 46; sexual assault, 8; stolen vehicle, 8; suspicious 
person/vehicle, 67; theft, 40; traffic complaint, 264; trou-
ble with youth, 21; unwanted person, 12; warrant, 35; 
and well-being check, 29.

NEWS BRIEFS

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wilmot Fire Department is reminding 
residents to test and install new batter-
ies in their smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms when they change their clocks.

“In order for smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms to do their job, they need to have 
working batteries,” explained Chief Fire 
Prevention Officer Andrew Mechalko, “so 

we recommend replacing batteries twice 
a year.”

Changing the batteries in alarms when 
you change your clocks is a great habit, as 
only working smoke alarms save lives.

To survive a fire, you need to be provided 
with an early warning and know what to 
do when the smoke alarms sound. Under 
the Ontario Fire Code, smoke alarms are 

required on every level of your home and 
outside all sleeping areas.

For more protection, it is recommended to 
also install smoke alarms inside all bed-
rooms. If your home has a fuel-burning 
appliance, fireplace or attached garage, 
carbon monoxide alarms must be installed 
outside all sleeping areas.

Please remember that tampering with or 

removing the batteries from your smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms is against 
the law. Failure to comply with the Fire 
Code can result in a ticket for $360 or a 
fine of up to $50,000.

For more fire safety tips, visit wilmot.ca/
FireSafetyTips.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

As Grade 8 students across the Waterloo 
Region District School Board (WRDSB) 
prepare to enter Grade 9, the WRDSB is 
updating families on the “de-streaming” of 
Grade 9 and 10 courses.

As of September 2022, Grade 9 students 
are no longer required to choose between 
Applied or Academic level courses. “The 
goal of de-streaming is to provide more 
equitable graduation and achievement 
outcomes and increased access to all 
Grade 11 course options, for all students,” 
said the WRDSB in a release.

Before 2021, Ontario was the only prov-
ince in Canada that streamed students as 
they entered Grade 9. While the original 
intent for Applied courses was to provide 
a different approach to learning, “the per-
ception grew that these courses were less 
academically rigorous,” according to the 
WRDSB.

“Research shows students from racialized 
communities, low-income households, and 
other marginalized groups are more often 
encouraged to take Applied level cours-
es,” said the WRDSB, adding this affects 
their graduation rates and employment 

opportunities.

The goal is to help break down barriers 
for Black, Indigenous and racialized stu-
dents and provide all students with an 
equal opportunity to succeed.

Additionally, by September 2023, three 
new Grade 9 courses will be released 
by the Ministry of Education: English 
(ENL1W), Mathematics (MTH1W), and 
Science (SNC1W).

All other Grade 9 courses are offered 
at only one level, either Open (O in the 
course code) or Academic (D in the course 

code).

The WRDSB has extended de-streaming 
into Grade 10. By September 2024, most 
students will take only Academic courses 
in their Grade 10 year. Our goal is to sup-
port all students in a high level of academ-
ic and personal success and an environ-
ment of high expectations combined with 
individualized support. By implementing 
this program, all students will have access 
to all options by their Grade 11 year.

More information about de-streaming can 
be found on the WRDSB website.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Calling all local artists! Are you interested 
in participating in the 2023 New Hamburg 
Art Tour? The organization is current-
ly accepting applications from March 1st 
until April 30th for artists living in the 
Waterloo Region.

The art tour will take place on Saturday, 
September 23rd, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Sunday, September 24th, from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.

Artists of all genres living in the Waterloo 
Region are invited to apply. The guide-
lines are as follows:

Entries should be original artwork, and 
must not be copied or based in any way on 
other copyrighted or published paintings, 
photographs of other artistic work.

Artwork must be in excellent condition 

and priced accordingly.

Artists are expected to attend the tour.

Application requirements include:

Four to six digital images of paintings/
sculptures indicative of the works you 
would bring to the tour, emailed to ne-
whamburgarttour@gmail.com, along with 
a brief artist’s bio.

An application fee of $100 is to be paid via 

cash, cheque or e-transfer.

All submitted works will be juried by the 
New Hamburg Art Tour selection com-
mittee. Artists who have shown in pre-
vious years are welcome to reapply. New 
and current works should be shown, as 
opposed to those from previous years. 
Applicants will be notified by email in 
mid-May. The application and all contact 
info will be due May 31st.

Reminder to change batteries in smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms

WRDSB provides update on “de-streaming” of courses

New Hamburg Art Tour making a call for local artists

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

By Veronica Reiner

Bill Fleming, owner of the New Hamburg 
Sobeys donated $3,057 in gift cards to 
Tamara Robinson of the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre (WFRC) Food Bank on 
Friday, March 3.

Sobeys ran their annual holiday food bank 
campaign from around mid November un-
til the end of December. Cashiers at the 

tills would ask community members if 
they would like to donate to the program, 
and the community donated this amount.

Tamara noted that this will allow the 
WFRC to purchase plenty of fresh food, 
such as fresh apples. “It actually makes a 
big difference to us,” she noted.

Both Bill and Tamara commented that New 
Hamburg is a “very generous” community.

New Hamburg Sobeys 
raises $3,057 for the 
WFRC

Bill Fleming, owner of the New Hamburg Sobeys, donates about $3,057 in gift cards to Ta-
mara Robinson of the Wilmot Family Resource Centre on Friday, March 3.Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 

Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 
or Res: 519-655-2548 

email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

352 Huron Road Sebringville
Are you tired of your small yard in the city and want to enjoy small town living on a large lot?? 
Or are you a retired farmer looking to move into a town, but do not want a small lot, then this is 
one home you do not want to miss viewing. This lovely 1,543 square foot bungalow offers one 
floor living with 2 bedrooms, a spacious eat in kitchen with sliders to a newer deck and rear 
yard, main floor laundry, attached over size single car garage. The basement offers a 4 pc bath, 
3rd bedroom that is drywalled, room for a large family room, and if you are looking for a home to 
build a granny suite this is it.  This home located on a large 2.5 acre lot is ideal for your own back 
yard oasis,  or whether you are looking to build a shop (with Township approval), or inground 
pool or just want a scenic walk to the creek, this might be just what you have been looking for, a 
quick closing is available. Call today to view. MLS#40373462 $949,900

Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock 
and surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling and would 
like to know what your house is worth in today’s real estate market, or if 

you would like more information on any property listed “FOR SALE”, please 
call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400, Res: 

519-655-2548 or Cell: 519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, MARCH 11TH - 1:30-3:00 PM

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LISTINGS NEEDED!

2.5 ACRE LOT

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SALESTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SALE

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT 

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,229 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Toyota Highlander XLE

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,178 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Toyota RAV4 XLE

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
30,970 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee Altitude

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
28,060 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2019 KIA SORENTO SX 2019 KIA SORENTO SX 
AWDAWD

2021 KIA SORENTO LX 2021 KIA SORENTO LX 
PREMIUM AWDPREMIUM AWD

$39,995$39,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 57,98557,985 km km
$39,995$39,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 40,90640,906 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2022 KIA SOUL LX 2022 KIA SOUL LX 
FWDFWD

$29,995$29,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 14,10414,104 km km

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

On Friday, March 3, four members of the 
Nith Valley Ecoboosters (NVEB) and one 
of their supporters met with Kitchener-
Conestoga Member of Provincial 
Parliament (MPP) Mike Harris.

The meeting came after about 11 weeks of 
unanswered phone messages and emails. 
According to NVEB member Dorothy 
Wilson, MPP Harris “strongly defended” 
Bill 23 after the group raised “legitimate 
concerns” about it.

Regarding decreased development 

charges in Bill 23, MPP Harris told the 
NVEB that there is a large misconcep-
tion in the City of Waterloo about these 
charges. One of the presenters respond-
ed that it is not just Waterloo that is con-
cerned about development charges, and 
there is confusion about whether these 
fees are being reduced for new afford-
able housing builds. MPP Harris said he 
would be happy to provide the facts, and 
the NVEB plans to follow up on that topic.

The NVEB said they were opposed to the 
opening up of the Greenbelt and paving 
over wetlands. MPP Harris responded 

that the government is bringing more land 
into the Greenbelt and proposed develop-
ments will be adjacent to existing built up 
areas with services already in place.

Members of the NVEB raised a concern 
about a wetland in Waterloo that was at 
risk, as well as a situation in Kitchener 
where the city has requested a develop-
er add affordable housing units to their 
plan, but refused because of the expense. 
“In both of those cases, which were unfa-
miliar to MPP Harris, he indicated that he 
would be interested in getting more infor-
mation,” said Wilson.

She added that the group also brought up 
the Region of Waterloo Official Plan, and 
that MPP Harris felt that the plan, as it is 
right now, fit the needs of the community.

When NVEB complained about his offic-
es’ previous lack of responsiveness to our 
letter, emails and phone calls, MPP Harris 
responded that his office does respond. 
“That has not been our experience,” said 
Wilson.

The NVEB said this may be a first step 
in the group building a relationship with 
MPP Harris.

Nith Valley Ecoboosters meet with Kitchener-
Conestoga MPP Mike Harris

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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ROSENBERG, Ruth
Ruth Isobel Kinzie Rosenberg 
1924 -2023 

On February 10, 2023, with 
her family around her, Mom 
went home to her eternal 
reward, where her husband, 
Wilfred “Pop” Rosenberg; her 
sisters, Doris Weber (Ralph), 
Helen Kinzie, Edith Wanner 
(Clarence); her parents, Eden 
and Clara (Kellsey) Kinzie; 
son-in-law, Ken Brocklebank 
and daughter-in-law Maxine 

Rosenberg were waiting and welcomed her.

She will be greatly missed by her children, Suzanne 
Brocklebank, Kathy Rosenberg, Peter Rosenberg, Nancy 
Thayer and her husband Kirk; her grandchildren, 
Melissa Verkley (Steve), Meagan Rosenberg, Carter 
Thayer and Carson Thayer. She is remembered by cous-
ins, nieces, nephews and many friends.

She was born April 21, 1924, the day she proudly shared 
with the late Queen Elizabeth II. Growing up as a city 
girl in Kitchener, she attended Normal School Teacher’s 
College in Stratford, and started teaching in rural one 
room and two room schools outside of Tavistock and then 
Grades 1 and 2 at Tavistock Public School until her re-
tirement in 1984.

It was teaching at one of these rural schools where she 
met her husband, Wilfred “Pop” Rosenberg and they 
were married July 17, 1948.  Throughout their lives they 
farmed and served the surrounding community, moving 
into Tavistock in 1970. 

Outside of her family and teaching career, she loved 
to serve others in her own quiet way; family, friends, 
Community and Church. 

As a faithful member of Elgin Missionary Church, 
Stratford, she taught children in Sunday School and 
Junior Church, was involved in Women’s  Ministry, served 
on the Church Board and enjoyed singing in the choir.

As a true life long learner, Mom credits the forward 
thinking of the Women’s’ Institute for her introduction 
to Rural  Life.  Making lifelong friends and working on 
many Community projects, she was recently honoured by 
the Princess Elizabeth Women’s Institute for 65 years of 
Volunteer Service.

She was a strong supporter of the Tavistock Agricultural 
Society. She held the position of the Ladies Homecraft 
President in 1989-1990 and received the Achievement 
Award in 1994. She was a proud exhibitor, from flowers 
to handicrafts, even up to last year.

Her hands and mind were never idle. Whether cooking, 
sewing, quilting, reading, gardening or canning, there 
was always something being worked on. Anyone who 
visited her while living at the Village Manor in Tavistock 
never left without a dishcloth or a “Pink Popcorn” gera-
nium slip.

Family and friends were welcome to visit on Friday, 
February 24 from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at the Francis 
Funeral Home in Tavistock. A Celebration of her Life 
was held on Saturday, February 25, 2023 at 2 pm at Elgin 
Missionary Church, 4192 Perth County Line 36 (corner of 
O’Loane and Quinlan Rd.) Stratford ON.  Pastor George 
Grierson will be officiating.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Elgin 
Missionary Church Ladies Ministry, Princess Elizabeth 
Woman’s Institute, London’s Children’s Hospital or the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation would be appreciated and 
may be made through the Francis Funeral Home by call-
ing 519-655-2431. Personal condolences can be posted at 
www.francisfh.ca

“I will meet you in the morning - just beside the Eastern 
Gate”

OBITUARY
SCHLEGEL, Paul 

Paul Harold Schlegel, 84, of 
Tavistock passed away peace-
fully with family by his side 
in Stratford General Hospital 
on Sunday, March 5, 2023. He 
was born in South Easthope 
Township, Perth County on 
October 22, 1938 a son of the 
late Alvin and Clara (Albrecht) 
Schlegel. 

Paul was a poultry and beef 
farmer for most of his life. He 
was a life long active member 

of East Zorra Mennonite Church, 16th line; a member 
and Past President of the Optimist Club of Tavistock.

He married Audrey Gerber at Poole on May 6, 1961. She 
predeceased him on May 3, 2020. 

Paul is survived by his four children, Judy and hus-
band Brian Mogk, Jerry Schlegel, Dan and wife Esther 
Schlegel, Dana and husband Paul Hyde; six grandchil-
dren, Candice (Bilal) Smaily, Dustin (Naomi) Mogk, 
Bradin (Katie) Mogk, Chelsea (Brett) Sider, Travis Hyde 
and Derek Hyde (friend Fiona); ten great grandchildren, 
Jasmine, Zakariya, Zain and Jalal Smaily; Mariah, Tyson 
and Leah Mogk; Vincent and Jaedyn Mogk and Evelyn 
Sider; his brother and sister-in-law, Carl and Marlene 
Schlegel; his sister, Karen Douglas; his sister-in-law, 
Marianne Schlegel; his brother-in-law and sisters-in-law, 
Orlin and Eileen Yantzi and Viola Gerber.

He was predeceased by his brother, Ray Schlegel; his 
brothers-in-law, Ken Douglas and Lorne Gerber.

Relatives and friends will be received in the Francis 
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, Tavistock on 
Thursday from 2 – 4 and 7 – 9 p.m. The funeral service 
will be held in East Zorra Mennonite Church, 16th line 
on Friday, March 10, 2023 at 2 p.m. Pastor Ray Martin will 
officiate. Interment in the church cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Mennonite Central Committee or Stratford General 
Hospital Foundation would be appreciated and may 
be made through the Francis Funeral Home by calling 
519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Over the past year, we asked for your feedback  
on Oxford County’s 2024 Transportation 
Master Plan. Now, we want to share the draft 
recommendations based on your input. 

• Comment through the online survey, map tool,  
or comment form

• Join the virtual (online) Public Consultation 
Centre on Tuesday, March 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Visit us in person in Ingersoll (March 23),  
Woodstock (March 28) or Tillsonburg (March 30)

For full details visit Speak Up, Oxford! at  
www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp

What we heard

2024 TRANSPORTATION 
MASTER PLAN

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

March 9: Happy birthday 
to Blake Durbin (5), Dayan 
Brown (12), and Dean Alexan-
der (17).

March 10: Happy birthday to 
Calleigh Brown (10), Natalie 
Weicker (11), Reese MacDon-
ald (12), and Isabel Wilker 
(14).

March 11: Happy birthday to 
Delaney Beam (14), Denise 
van Griensven (19), and Am-
ber Haynes (22).

March 12: Happy birthday to 
Colin Barbour, Colton Kropf, 
and Irene Ruby.

March 13: Happy birthday to 
Cole Stock and Samuel Barker.

March 14: Happy birthday to 
Catherine Lebold (10), Aria 
Tonelli (10), Ruby Kalbfleisch 
(12), Natalee Wilhelm (22), 
and Kaitlin O’Brien.

March 15: Happy birthday to 
Greer O’Brien (5).

Does someone in your fami-
ly have a special day coming 
up? Let us know at tavistock-
gazette@rogers.com or wilm-
otpost@gmail.com to appear in 
our Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries listing or to arrange for a 
special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What was the name of the world’s first commercial 
jet airliner? 

2)Malefi cent is the main antagonist in which Walt 
Disney classic? 

3)What are the first seven words to the song 
‘Runaround Sue’? 

4)What does JPEG stand for? 

5)What is the address of the Canadian PM in Ottawa? 

6)What is the Address of the US president in 
Washington? 

7)What is the address of the British PM in London?

8)Which country in the world has the largest total 
area of vineyards?

9)What is zero points in tennis known as?

10)What was Muhammad Ali’s birth name?

Answers found on page 26

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

February 28-March 7, 2018 Edition (5 
years ago)

The Tavistock Braves have eliminated 
the Woodstock Navy Vets in four straight 
games in their PJHL semi-final series. 
Head Coach Dan Kalbfleisch said, “The key 
to our success against Woodstock was our 
consistency and ability to stick with our 
game plan at all times.” The Braves will 
face off against the Ayr Centennials in the 
Doherty Division finals.

The PRIDE Seeds winter meeting at Que-
hl’s Banquet Hall last Thursday, sponsored 
by Yantzi’s Feed & Seed Ltd., had about 45 
local farmers in attendance. Josh Munro 
was presented with the 2017 Yield Award.

February 27-March 5, 2008 Edition (15 
years ago)

Joe Fulop, a retired school teacher from 
Exeter, has won the World Crokinole 
Championship in Tavistock three times 
in the past nine years, as well as dozens 
of competitions and club tournaments in 
southwestern Ontario over the years. Be-
cause of his vast experience and success 

with the game, he’s decided to write a book, 
entitled ‘It’s Only Crokinole But I Like It’.

Both the Tavistock Braves and Tavistock 
Royals are onto the second round of their 
respective playoffs.

March 4-11, 1998 Edition (25 years ago)

On February 18th we remembered the no-
torious armed bank robbery in Tavistock 
that made headlines all around Ontario. 
But what are some of the other events in 
the last 150 years that have given Tavistock 
the spotlight? In February 1966, Grade 12 
student Kathy Wiffen defeated 1500 other 
contestants to win the national cherry pie 
baking contest held at Prudhommes Gar-
den Centre, Vineland. In 1971, a controver-
sy erupted when Nancook Island in Nova 
Scotia claimed to be the Sauerkraut capital 
of Canada. But after 1300 sat down to eat 
at Tavistock’s Annual Sauerkraut Supper 
that year, there was no longer any doubt 
where the capital was. In November 1891, 
Dr. Niemeier and Dr. Wilmot removed a 
tumour from one of their patients. It was 
reported that the tumour weighed 150 
pounds!

Local residents and the entire Canadian 
swine breeding industry is in shock over 
the death of one of its leading men. War-
ren Stein, of RR 2, Tavistock, died Saturday, 
March 7, 1998, leaving a legacy of excel-

lence in the swine breeding industry and 
service to agriculture which spanned near-
ly three decades.

The annual meeting of the Oxford County 
Tourist Association held a special surprise 
for Tavistock residents and business per-
sons last week when the 1998-99 Visitors 
Guide was introduced. This year’s cover 
features a 100-year-old photo from The 
Lemp Studio Collection and announces the 
150th anniversary of Tavistock’s founding.

February 28-March 7, 1973 Edition (50 
years ago)

Trains are few and far between in our area 
but on Monday morning Gerry Brenneman, 
plowing snow on the 16th line, arrived at 
the crossing at the same time a train was 
southbound from Tavistock. The machine 
he was driving was hit on the right side 
between the front blade and the cab, push-
ing it over 150 feet from the crossing. The 
mishap occurred around 11 a.m. and Mr. 
Brenneman sustained only scrapes and 
bruises.

Even if you don’t pay income taxes, you 
may benefit from the Ontario Govern-
ment’s new Property Tax Credit Plan. And 
you can only apply by filing a 1972 Income 
Tax Return.

The Old Gazettes



14 Thursday, March 9, 2023 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

By Gary West

The boys of winter with the 
North Easthope Antique Tractor 
(NEAT) Club have been busy 
the last number of weeks refur-
bishing two donated tractors that 
will sell at the Mennonite Central 
Commitee (MCC) relief sale at the 
end of May 27th in New Hamburg.

Every year the mechanical-
ly minded members of the club, 
get together at the farm shop of 
Calvin and Darlene Schmidt, near 
Lisbon, and make old tractors look 
and run like new again for their 
contribution to the MCC sale.

This year a Massey Ferguson “65” 
from Don Kaster who now lives at 
Stonecroft in New Hamburg and 
a “2120” John Deere from Tom 
Melady in Stratford, have been 
donated, and will be sold to the 

highest bidder with 100% of the 
proceeds going to the MCC.

The NEAT club members and 
their wives were the recipients 
of a fundraising breakfast cooked 
up by the kitchen committee at 
Steinman Mennonite Church 
recently, and in the process col-
lected over $2,200 in order to 
purchase parts, paint and acces-
sories for the two tractors being 
refurbished.

Club President John Mohr, of 
New Hamburg, said he was happy 
with the large numbers in atten-
dance and thanked Brian Cook, 
O.K. Tire, Honeywood Tirecraft, 
Stratford Farm Equipment of 
New Hamburg, and Larry Miller 
Painting of Amulree for supplying 
paint, tires and parts for the two 
tractors at a very minimal fee.

North Easthope Antique Tractor Club working at 
refurbishing two tractors for donation

COMMUNITY —

NEAT members are taking a photo pause while working on the tractors. Left to right, Henry Dietrich, Calvin 
Schmidt, John Mohr, Ron Neeb, John Schyff and Paul Snyder.

By Veronica Reiner

Dozens of Wilmot community members 
rallied to oppose the Hallman Pit at a 
council meeting on Monday, March 6, while 
council doubled down on their decision 
not to fight the Hallman Pit appeal at the 
Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT), which would 
clear the way for the construction of the 
controversial pit.

At Monday’s meeting, two people made 
presentations, including Citizens for Safe 
Groundwater (CSGW) lawyer Rodney 
Northey and CSGW representative 
Samantha Lernout.

Delegations were not permitted to be made 
at this meeting, as there was no item on 
the agenda about the Hallman Pit decision. 
“To delegate to council, there must be an 
item on the agenda for that item,” Wilmot 
Deputy Clerk Chad Curtis told CGGW sec-
retary Rory Farnan in an email.

In April 2022, the past Wilmot coun-
cil heard from about 65 delegations over 
the course of about seven hours over two 
meetings, opposing the issue. Some of their 
concerns include harm to the environment, 
damage to the water’s natural filtration cy-
cle, increased truck traffic, harm to men-
tal health, destruction of wildlife habitats, 
loss of prime farmland, decreased proper-
ty values, and increased noise. The previ-
ous council unanimously voted against the 
zone change.

Northey, in his presentation at the March 
6 meeting, pointed out that there are 55 
homes within one kilometre of the pro-
posed pit in Shingletown. “I’m here to talk 
about one impact in particular. Particulate 
matter is so small that you can’t see it. It’s 
so small that it enters your lungs and caus-
es maim to your health system. It’s a prov-
en problem for asthmatics, leading all the 
way in symptoms to premature death.”

Northey said that dust from gravel pits 
contains this type of particulate matter, 
otherwise known as PM2.5.

He added that OLT decisions must be 
consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement, and that part of that state-
ment reads: “Major facilities and sensitive 
land uses shall be planned and developed 
to avoid, or if avoidance is not possible, 
minimize and mitigate any potential ad-
verse affects from odour, noise and other 
contaminants, minimize the risk to public 
health and safety, and to ensure the long-
term operational and economic viability of 
major facilities in accordance with provin-
cial guidelines, stands and procedures.”

Lernout, in her presentation, said the com-
munity stood together on this issue, and 
that CSGW has support across the town-
ship from every ward. She added that all 
five councillors committed and pledged in 
the last municipal election to respect and 

uphold the previous council’s vote to deny 
rezoning the property and continue to de-
fend council’s decision at the OLT.

“You broke your promise to be transpar-
ent and to hear the voices of the people,” 
said Lernout to Wilmot Mayor Natasha 
Salonen.

“Many were denied the opportunity to del-
egate tonight. How can you be responsive 
to the needs of your constituents if you will 
not provide an opportunity to hear them 
speak?”

Mayor Salonen said that the past council 
voted against township and regional staff 
recommendations by turning down the 
zoning application. She said that since the 
issue became a legal matter, it was dealt 
with in a closed session.

“I’m comfortable saying I personally saw 
only two options and unfortunately, both 
resulted in being a pit in this situation. The 

first option is fighting at the OLT, which 
presented a miniscule chance of winning,” 
said Mayor Salonen. “In fact, somebody 
sent a report to my council and I showing 
that there’s less than a 3 per cent chance 
right now of all OLT development chal-
lenges that have gone forward.”

“Then, furthermore to be told by the OLT 
that we’re getting a pit and have absolute-
ly no mitigating benefits for residents.Or 
Option 2, as we did, advise our solicitor to 
enter into a settlement with the applicant, 
which included negotiating the best deal 
for Wilmot residents pending approval 
from the OLT. Is this a perfect solution? 
Absolutely not.”

Mayor Salonen encouraged attendees who 
wanted to see a change in the process 
to reach out to Premier Doug Ford and 
Minister of Natural Resources of Forestry 
Graydon Smith.

“I know that where we are right now is 
not an outcome that really anyone want-
ed,” said Mayor Salonen. “However, given 
the circumstances, I remain confident that 
council and myself made the best decision 
possible given all of the facts that we were 
allowed to consider.”

In fall 2019, an application was submitted 
by Rick Esbaugh of Jackson Harvest Farms 
Ltd. to rezone a 57.3 hectare property at 
1894-1922 Witmer Road, which would 
clear the way for the Hallman pit. In April 
2022, community members publicly voiced 
their concerns about the decision, and the 
previous Wilmot council unanimously vot-
ed to reject the application.

The applicant then appealed their deci-
sion. In February, the new council reached 
a settlement to allow for the gravel pit, 
meaning they would no longer object at 
the OLT. The OLT hearing will take place 
on October 30.

Community rallies to oppose Hallman pit at March 6 
Wilmot meeting

Samantha Lernout of Citizens for Safe Groundwater gives a presentation at the March 6 Wil-
mot council meeting. 
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264 pairs of Shoes
20-60% OFF Reg Prices

Soccer Shoes 
and Shin Guards 
20 - 50% off 
Regular 
Price

BALL GLOVES AND CLEATS 
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HUGE CLOTHING SALE!
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

By Lynn Perrin

For over 40 years, the Optimist Club of 
New Dundee has hosted an evening to 
celebrate some very special youth in our 
community. These youth are respectful 
and caring of others and their community 
and take on leadership roles. They have 
“Great Character.”

On February 20, 2020, less than a month 
before the pandemic shut the world down, 
the Optimist Club held its last in-person 
Youth Appreciation Banquet. In 2021 and 
2022, the club still managed to celebrate 
and honour several youth through a virtu-
al format. Framed letters, plaques and gift 
cards for local restaurants were delivered 
by committee members to the homes of 
each recipient.

On February 28, 2023, the Optimists were 
so pleased to, once again, hold their an-
nual Youth Appreciation Banquet at the 
community centre. Recipients and their 
families, presenters, guests and optimist 
members totaling 75 attended the event. 

Youth Appreciation Chair, Rob O’Connor 
welcomed everyone. Optimist Lynn Perrin 
offered a “Giving of Thanks” before the 
meal.

“Tonight, we gather in this hall to celebrate 
some very special youth and adults in our 
community. We are thankful for these fu-
ture leaders who give so much time help-
ing others and their communities.

“We are thankful for their parents, teach-
ers, coaches and any others who gently 
guide them on their paths. We are thank-
ful for all of our adult heroes who volun-
teer for the betterment of our community, 
who offer comfort to those who may be ill 
or to families who have suffered loss.

“And finally, we are thankful to those who 
have prepared our meal and to those serv-
ing us tonight,” said Lynn Perrin.

Toby and Meagan from “The Village 
Caterer” prepared and served up a won-
derful feast of roast beef, chicken, rice, 
roasted potatoes, mixed vegetables, mac 
n’ cheese, chicken nuggets, Caesar salad, 

creamy coleslaw, rolls and butter and a 
selection of desserts. No one should have 
gone away hungry.

Optimist Don Poth began the formal part 
of the evening by presenting the Adult 
Volunteer “Hero” Award to Jan Cressman-
Weiss the founder and one of the driv-
ing forces behind the St. James Lutheran 
Church Pray Blanket Ministry.

Optimist Rob chaired the Youth 
Appreciation Awards portion of the 
program. Optimist Co-President Mike 
Mehring gave an overview of the criteria 
for the awards and shared some of the 
other programs and events being done by 
the club.

The following are the groups who nom-
inated youth for the Optimist Youth 
Appreciation Award, the recipients of the 
award and the representative from each 
group who read the nomination letter(s).

New Dundee Beautification Committee: 
Oliver Akers, Oscar Akers and Brendon 
Dopko; presented by Charlotte Cudney.

Wilmot Aces: Emma Jane Fowler and 
Tyler Johnson; presented by Joni 
Maerten-Sanders.

New Dundee Girl Guides: Scarlett Craig; 
presented by Chandra Ramier and 
Brioana Ernest.

New Dundee Public School: Hannah 
Cressman (unable to attend) and Nayan 
Kipfer; presented by Leah Carelton.

Sir Adam Beck Public School: Will Gray 
and Ranen Sanfilippo; presented by Lisa 
Dal Bello.

Waterloo Oxford DSS: McKenna O’Connor 
(unable to attend) and Alexandra 
Tsetsekias; presented by Scott McLauren.

All of the youth being honoured were pre-
sented with a commemorative plaque and 
a framed copy of the nomination letter 
by youth appreciation chair Optimist Rob 
O’Connor, assisted by Mike Mehring.

The meeting concluded with the reciting 
of the Optimist Creed.

New Dundee Optimist holds its Youth 
Appreciation Banquet

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

Oxford Provincial Police are investigat-
ing after what they say was a number 
of rounds of ammunition discharged by 
a weapon inside a home in Plattsville 

Monday morning, March 6. Initial reports 
indicated that unknown individuals at-
tended the home on Fennel Street just af-
ter 1 a.m. and fired multiple rounds at an 
occupied residential home. OPP have con-
firmed that no one was injured, and police 

weren’t called to the scene until hours 
later. Members of the Oxford OPP Major 
Crime Unit and West Region OPP Forensic 
Identification Services are assisting and 
currently processing evidence. There are 
no concerns for public safety at this time. 

Oxford OPP are asking anyone in the area 
to check surveillance, dash-cams or door-
cams for footage that may help with this 
investigation.

Shots Allegedly Fired Inside Plattsville Home 

Optimist Youth Appreciation Award Recipients: back row left to right, Brendon Dopko, Alex-
andra Tsetsekas, Oskar Akers, Oliver Akers, Emma Jane Fowler and Tyler Johnson. Front 
row left to right is Ranen Sanfilippo, Nayan Kipfer, Scarlett Craig and Will Gray.

Adult Volunteer "Hero" Award Recipient Jan Cressman Weiss along with Elaine Bock, a 
member of the core group for "The Prayer Blanket Ministry,”  and Don Poth, who does a lot 
of work researching and selecting the recipient for this award each year. One of the hun-
dreds of blankets lovingly created over the years.
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By Veronica Reiner

Cressman Insulation, a local insulation company special-
izing in urethane spray, makes it a point to go above and 
beyond for their customers.

The business, which was launched in 2021, is based out 
of the New Hamburg and Wellesley area. It is made up of 
Heidi Faul, Shain Arnott and Daryl Cressman.

“Daryl is the world’s nicest guy. He goes above and be-
yond for his friends, family and clients,” said Heidi. “Just 
like Shain and I when we are renovating or building, our 
standards are high and so are Daryls. So he performs 
each insulation job in the same manner.

“We’re all born and bred in New Hamburg. We are all 
known in the community and are proud members of our 
community. We do an awesome job, not just a job to make 
a paycheque. It’s more than just getting some money and 
going.”

Each team member has plenty of experience; Shain and 
Heidi have been renovating homes for more than two de-
cades, while Daryl has been spraying for more than 19 
years, and started a urethane foam business in 2004.

Heidi and her partner Shain were introduced to Daryl 
through a mutual friend. “After a few meetings discussing 
details, business plans and whatnot, we clicked. We got 
along really well,” said Heidi. “Daryl and his wife Kristen 
are lovely people, it seemed like a good team-up to min-
gle all of our skills together".

Cressman Insulation specializes in urethane foam, which 
is more commonly known as spray foam. It has been 
around since the 1970s in residential construction and is 
becoming more popular over the years as building codes 

change. It is a versatile, high performance form of insu-
lation. “Spray foam acts as a continuous barrier, sealing 
up your home tight,” said Heidi. “When Shain and I do 
our renovations, a lot of times it was older homes or rural 
properties, so we started using urethane foam to get in 
the little nooks and crannies that traditional batt insula-
tion couldn’t do. We kind of fell in love with the product.”

Insulation has the benefit of keeping utility bills low as 
well as the temperature just right, and putting a stop to 
air leakage.

In summer 2022, Cressman Insulation expanded the busi-
ness to include attic cellulose insulation, better known as 
blown-in insulation. Cellulose insulation is thick, dense 
and clumpy, with a consistency much like down feathers. 
Acts as a blanket in your attic. Cressman Insulation tops 
up older homes or applies blown-in insulation to new 
construction.

“Blown-in insulation is extremely busy in the fall because 
everyone is concerned with their heating bills for winter, 
but the service really can be done all year round,” said 
Heidi. “This time of year in spring is a good time as well. 
Having insulation in your home is good for your heating 
as well as your cooling. With proper attic insulation, it 
helps to keep your home cool as well.”

Cressman Construction serves Wilmot and Wellesley 
Townships, as well as East-Zorra Tavistock, Perth and 
Oxford counties, and Stratford. They’ve also served cus-
tomers in Kincardine, Grand Bend, Drumbo and Embro, 
with a focus on rural areas.

For a free quote, visit www.cressmaninsulation.com or 
call 519-662-3063.

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Business Profile: Cressman Insulation

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com
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PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

Get your Hot Beverages here!
We now offer specialty coffee and tea!

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

ALL IN STOCK BIRD 
FEEDERS 15% OFF 

REGULAR PRICE
Sun�ower seeds 18 kg 

REG $44.99 | SALE $44.95

59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON | 519-662-1450
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AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

We also sell Quark, Curds & 
Homegrown Beef

Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates
Call 519-662-4967 or 

orders@mountainoakcheese.ca
Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

INSULATION INSULATION 
ADDS COMFORT ADDS COMFORT 
IN THE WINTER IN THE WINTER 

&  SUMMER&  SUMMER

Urethane Spray Foam and Attic Blown-In Insulation.
Farm Buildings  ~ Residential ~ Commercial

Give us a call with your project details. Free Estimates

519-662-2063
Proud member of the community servicing WIlmot, Perth and 

surrounding communities.
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By Lynn Perrin

The New Dundee Optimist Club annu-
ally recognizes an adult who has made 
a major contribution to our community 
through “Volunteering.” Last year’s re-
cipient was Elwood Toman, at the age of 
92, who has been chair of the Cemetery 
Board for 48 years. Amazing. This year 
our Adult Hero is NOT an individual, but 
a group of over 60 wonderful ladies. They 
are the Members of the St. James Prayer 
Blanket Ministry. Their goal is to bring 
comfort to families who are suffering 
physically or emotionally and let them 
know that others car, and that others are 
thinking of them and praying for them.

Common recipients of blankets include 
seriously ill, injured or hospitalized per-
sons, and loved ones grieving the death 
of a family member.

When a blanket is requested, the 60 la-
dies are emailed some basic information 
about the reason for the request, their 
name, profession, hobbies or favourite 
sports team and favourite colours of the 
intended recipient. These are incorporat-
ed into the knitted squares, if possible. 
There are 60 names of knitters on a list, 
but currently, there are 20 very regular 
contributors who provide a 1-foot knitted 
or crocheted squares in of the suggest-
ed colours using various design patterns, 
some with a name or object incorporat-
ed therein. The squares are dropped off 
or collected by Jan Cressman-Weiss, the 
driving force behind this ministry. Miriam 
Gole of Blyth, Phyllis Montgomery of 
Drumbo and Elaine Bock of Kitchener 
are Jan’s major assistants in knitting 
challenging squares, collecting, and ar-
ranging the squares into a logical pattern 
and then crocheting the squares together 
into a blanket.

The completed blanket is then taken to 
a Sunday service at St James Lutheran 
Church here in New Dundee, where it 

is blessed by the minister. The blankets, 
along with a laminated sheet which pro-
vides the names of the ladies who con-
tributed squares, and some details of 
the purpose and history of the Prayer 
Blanket Ministry, are then placed in a gift 
bag and delivered to the requesting party.

Every blanket represents over 100 hours 
of hand work, and $75 - $100 of material.

Financial support is provided by St James 
Lutheran Church and occasionally, mon-
etary donations are received from blan-
ket recipients. Donations of yarn, gift 
bags and other supplies are provided by 
church members and other supporters. 
Many of the knitters also buy their own 
yarn and supplies and donate them along 
with their time.

To date, this group of ladies has produced, 
blessed and delivered at no cost to the 
recipients or requesters, approximately 
700 blankets. These blankets have been 
shipped as far away as Germany and re-
quests have even come from previously 
unknown persons who somehow heard 
of this ministry. No one is turned down.

A lovely, comforting blanket of our 
prayers has been crocheted by Elaine 
Bock for the Belcourt Family. In recent 
months they have experienced the pain-
ful loss of two young sons, Nathan and 
Benji. Please continue to pray for Charles 
and Brigitte and their surviving son, 
Christian, as well as extended family and 
friends.

Jan Cressman Weiss confesses that the 
idea of a Prayer Blanket Ministry did not 
originate with this group. Jan was aware 
of one or more Roman Catholic churches 
that were already doing something sim-
ilar. However, when long time friends 
Sharon Reich and Gloria Richardson 
both became ill, Jan rallied the ladies at 
St James to form their own version of 
such a ministry. Thus, Sharon and Gloria 
became the first recipients of a knitted 

Prayer Blanket from the St James group 
in 2007

The Prayer Blanket Ministry ladies have 
received some beautiful thank-you cards 
and expressions of thanks from recipi-
ents. “It is very gratifying to receive such 
thanks,” says Jan, “but it is we ladies who 
feel blessed to be able to bring some 
comfort to others!”

Here are some comments from three 
families of the hundreds that have been 
delivered:

“Thank you for my blanket. At least half 
of the ladies who donated their time and 
talent to making this quilt did not know 
me, but they were asked, and they made a 
beautiful blanket and offered up prayers 
on my behalf. Words cannot express how 
deeply I have been touched by their 
kindness and prayers.”

“My wife was able to stay home for the 
whole nine months she was ill except 
for a few short periods when she need-
ed a test. Therefore, she was able to wrap 
herself in the blanket every night and 
feel the love not only from the people 
of the church she grew up in, but from 

the members of the community she was 
raised in. Words cannot say what it meant 
to her.”

“I can’t tell you how much I appreciat-
ed the prayer blanket when my mother 
passed away. The blanket was beautiful, 
and unique and the work that went into 
it was so meaningful and touching. For 
me, the blanket is a symbol of a great 
community of believers praying over our 
family at a dark time. Knowing that we 
are covered in prayer and thoughtfulness 
means so much. Thank you, ladies! We 
felt and still feel incredibly blessed each 
time we use it.”

On that note… it was a great plea-
sure to give Jan Cressman Weiss The 
New Dundee Optimist Club Adult Hero 
Award for 2023 plaque, on behalf of “The 
Members of the St James Prayer Blanket 
Ministry” in recognition of their compas-
sion and dedicated service!

“Goodness is about character - integri-
ty, honesty, kindness, generosity, moral 
courage, and the like. More than anything 
else, it is about how we treat other peo-
ple.” – Dennis Prager

Optimist Club of New Dundee Adult Volunteer 
“Hero” Award 

COMMUNITY —

In July of 2022, the Waterloo Region District School Board became 
aware of unauthorized access to our IT system. An investigation 
confirmed that personal information of some past employees was 
accessed.
 
WRDSB is offering credit monitoring to past employees whose 
information was accessed. To register for one year of complimentary 
credit monitoring from TransUnion, retirees and former staff need to 
call TransUnion at 1-833-806-1882.

When calling TransUnion, please state that you are calling in 
relation to the Waterloo Regional District School Board credit 
monitoring program. To obtain a code, retirees and former staff will 
need to provide one of the following:

• Employee Identification Number (EIN); or
• Past address

Questions?
If you have questions about the registration process
please contact incident@wrdsb.ca.

WRDSB CYBER
INCIDENT

Pet of the Week
CHARLIE

Our Pet of the Week is a five year old Malti-Poo 
named Charlie, who is the friendly walking 

companion of Heidi Dietrich and her daughter 
Britney. Charlie is part of the Dietrich Farms 
livestock operation which includes chickens 
and pigs. He loves to go for walks on Road 

#106 in South Easthope Township especially on 
weekends when the sun is shining bright.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

ACCORDION

BAGPIPES

BANJO

BARITONE

BASSOON

BUGLE

CALLIOPE

CASTANETS

CELLO

CHIMES

CLARINET

CORNET

COWBELL

CYMBALS

DRUMS

ENGLISH

FIDDLE

FLUGELHORN

FLUTE

FRENCH

HARMONICA

HARP

KAZOO

LYRE

MANDOLIN

OBOE

PIANO

PICCOLO

SAXOPHONE

SITAR

SNARE

STRINGS

TROMBONE

TRUMPET

TUBA

UKULELE

ZITHER

COMMUNITY —
Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This picture shows ducks in mid flight in downtown New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Facebook/
Mitch Cooke) 

FARM EDITION 2023
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Coming March 23rd
Read local stories written by local writers

Deadline: Friday, March 17th
To Book ad space contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or 

email at sharonbleis@gmail.com
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SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

The WOAA AA semi-final series was pre-
dicted to be a close one, and it has defi-
nitely lived up to the hype. Fifth-place 
Tavistock is giving first-place Seaforth 
all they can handle as the second week-
end of the series is completed, and the 
two teams are tied with two wins apiece.

The Royals took a 2-1 series lead on 
the road Saturday with a 2-0 win. Collin 
Hartwick scored the game's first goal at 
the 6:02 mark of the second period from 
Mitch Facey and Mike Noyes. Two and a 
half minutes later, Patrick Vulgan added 
an insurance goal from Jared Prekup and 
Drew Gerth. Jensen Van Boekel contin-
ued his solid play in goal and shut the 
door the rest of the way. The Centenaires 
took seven minor penalties and two mis-
conducts late in the game for unsports-
manlike conduct, while the Royals had 
only five minors.

"It was a huge win. I thought our guys 
played one of our best games of the sea-
son. They were focused and dedicated to 
the game plan and executed it perfect-
ly. We played excellent defensively, and 
anytime there was a breakdown Jensen 
came up with a huge save. It was a 100% 
combined effort by every player," says 
head coach Brad Stere. "Obviously, a 

shutout against the top scoring team of 
the league is a huge accomplishment and 
Jensen deserves the lion's share of the 
credit."

Tavistock scored first at home on 
Sunday on an unassisted marker from 
Matt Zilke, but Kurtis Bartliff, a former 
Listowel Cyclone who also spent four 
years at Colgate in the NCAA, tied it up. 

Mike Sidall gave the visitors a 2-1 lead a 
minute later before Facey tied it up going 
into the third period. Former Tavistock 
Royal and Centenaires captain Rueben 
Smith scored the game-winning goal at 
13:52 of the third to tie the series up.

Stere says Sunday's loss was a simple 
case of playoff hockey. "We were just as 
ready for the Sunday game, but these two 

teams are so closely matched that any 
little misplay can make the difference in 
the game. The game honestly could have 
gone either way." He adds there are al-
ways some small adjustments to be made 
after a loss, but they will be ready for the 
weekend. "We are looking at little things 
that we can tighten up for the coming 
weekend and expect it to be a challenge, 
but I know our guys are prepared and 
excited for the opportunity."

Game five goes Friday in Seaforth at 
8:30, with game six back in Tavistock 
Saturday for a 7:30 start.

Notes: The Centenaires have some big-
time hockey experience. Mike Siddall 
played three years in the GOJHL with 
the St. Marys Lincolns and four years 
at the University of Waterloo…Rueben 
Smith played three seasons with the 
Lincolns and one with the Waterloo 
Siskins… Brady Wiffen, who assisted 
on Sunday's game-winning goal, played 
with the Lincolns and wound up at RPI 
on an NCAA scholarship…Clinton na-
tive Holdyn Lansink spent four years 
with the Listowel Cyclones and put up a 
111-point season in 2018-19 and won a 
Sutherland Cup the previous year.

By Lee Griffi

It came down to the final day of the sea-
son, but New Hamburg has clinched the 
top spot and a first-round bye in the 
opening round of the Doherty Division 
playoffs. The Firebirds went to Norwich 
and downed the Merchants 6-3 despite 
trailing 2-1 after the first period. The 
teams were tied at 3 after 40 minutes be-
fore Tyler Reid’s game-winner and sixth 

of the year halfway through the third 
clinched the title. Carter Niall and Cole 
Stannix added empty-net goals.

Wellesley gave themselves a shot at first 
place with a 4-2 home ice win against 
Woodstock on Saturday. Tristin Huinink, 
Carson Wickie, Curtis Butler, and Isiah 
Katsube scored for the Applejacks, who 
outshot the Navy Vets 36 to 28. The 
Firebirds will now wait for their playoff 

opponent who will be the lowest remain-
ing seed following first-round action.

Applejacks (2) vs. Shamrocks (7)

On paper, this series looks like a mis-
match and in all likelihood, it will be. 
Wellesley has arguably been the divi-
sion’s best team in the second half of the 
season and finished just one point behind 
New Hamburg. The Applejacks easily won 

the season series, with Hespeler winning 
six games, with one matchup ending in a 
tie. Wellesley finished 52 points ahead of 
their first-round opponent.

Braves (4) vs. Navy Vets (5)

Tavistock will battle a familiar foe in the 
first round as they take on Woodstock. The 
Braves won the season series four wins 

Royals and Centenaires Remain Deadlocked in 
Semi-Final Series

PJHL Playoffs Set as Firebirds Clinch Division Title 

Braves goalie Jeff Kernichan makes a glove save against the Hespeler Shamrocks on March 
5, 2023. (Photo credit: Russel Evans)

Braves players celebrating after defenceman Christian Bergmann scored to make it 7-3 Tav-
istock during the March 5 game versus Hespeler. (Photo credit: Russel Evans)

Continued on page 21
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PJHL Playoffs Set as Firebirds Clinch Division Title 
SPORTS —
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Sportage2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Soul

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

to three, but the Navy Vets did win the fi-
nal battle of the season in Tavistock. The 
battle of 59 series hasn’t been played in a 
few years, but the Braves did sweep the 
Navy Vets in both 2017-18 and 2019-20.

Braves General Manager Jordan Zehr 
says regardless of the statistics, he is ex-
pecting a tight series. “I think this is going 
to be a very competitive series. All seven 
regular season games played this sea-
son were highly competitive. I think both 
teams are built similarly, so it will come 
down to who can do the little things right 
to win those tight playoff style games.” He 
feels his team has been playing better as 
of late, but some work is still needed. “I 
think over the last few weeks, we’ve start-
ed putting together some more complete 
games. Moving forward we need to get 
that sense of urgency in our game that is 
needed to succeed in the playoffs, wheth-
er it be starting games with jump, fin-
ishing checks, or capitalizing on scoring 
chances, to name a few things.” Tavistock 
finished the regular season nine points 
ahead of Woodstock.

The Braves concluded the regular sea-
son with a 7-3 victory in Hespeler on 
Sunday despite spotting the Shamrocks 
a 2-0 lead by the 56 second mark of the 
second period. Tavistock would roar 

back and score seven of the next eight 
goals to win comfortably and were led by 
Will Schlotzhauer’s goal and two assists. 
Owen Rahn, Ian Glendinning and Nicolas 
Thibodeau added two points each while 
Jeff Kernichan stopped 30 of 33 shots 
for the win. Zehr says it was a solid win. 
“Anytime we can put 7 goals away, there 
are definitely some positives to take from 
it. I think we played a strong game, being 
down going into the third period, I liked 
our jump, which led to a 6-goal period.” 
The Tavistock vs. Paris game was post-
poned due to weather, one of two such 
events. Zehr says timing meant they 
couldn’t reschedule. “Unfortunately, we 
are unable to get that game played before 
Tuesday due to ice availability, as that is 
the end of the regular season. All four 
teams that were affected agreed to stay at 
41 games played on the season.”

Doherty Division Playoff Schedules 
(Best 4 of 7)

New Hamburg receives a first-round bye.

Applejacks (2) vs. Shamrocks (7)

Wednesday March 8 8:30 Wellesley

Friday March 10 8:30 Wellesley

Sunday March 12 3:30 Hespeler

Wednesday March 15 8:30 Hespeler

Thursday March 16 7:45 Wellesley

Saturday March 18 8:30 Hespeler

Sunday March 19 8:00 Wellesley

Merchants (3) vs. Mounties (6)

Friday March 10 8:00 Norwich

Saturday March 11 7:30 Paris

Sunday March 12 2:00 Norwich

Tuesday March 14 7:00 Paris

Thursday March 16 7:30 Norwich

Saturday March 18 7:30 Paris

Sunday March 19 7:00 Norwich

Braves (4) vs. Navy Vets (5)

Wednesday March 8 7:30 Tavistock

Friday March 10 7:45 Woodstock

Sunday March 12 2:00 Tavistock

Tuesday March 14 7:45 Woodstock

Friday March 17 7:30 Tavistock

Saturday March 18 7:45 Woodstock

Monday March 20 7:30 Tavistock

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 

VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Sunday, Mar 12th -2:00 pm

TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Continued from page 22
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Balance 

Recently, the idea of balance has 
been on my mind. It may be due 
to the upcoming Spring Equinox, 
the day the amount of daylight 
and darkness is balanced, or 
maybe it was the article I read 
this week about the health ben-

efits of balancing on one foot, 
though the likeliest explanation 
is all organisms innately tend to-
wards equilibrium.

Balance is an important part of 
so many areas in life, including 
work and rest, spending and 
saving, feasting and fasting, and 
happiness and sadness, to name 
a few. As I wrote those categories, 
I was struck by how readily our 
society tends to favour one side 
of each pair, leading to an imbal-
ance. Our culture seems to be ob-
sessed with work and busyness 
to the detriment of rest. Market-
ers urge people to spend, to con-
sume, and to feast for the sake of 
their own profits with no regard 
for a healthy balance. The usual 
response to someone’s sadness is 

to distract and attempt to make 
them happy. Even though our 
culture tends in one direction, 
the imbalance can happen in 
the other direction as well with 
too much rest, saving, fasting, or 
sadness.

In all these cases, a lack of bal-
ance can lead to some harmful 
results. All work and no rest/play 
can lead to burnout, whereas too 
little work/purposeful involve-
ment can lead to a lack of mean-
ing in one’s life. Too much spend-
ing can lead to financial distress, 
whereas too much saving can 
lead to a sense of miserliness. 
Too much feasting has physi-
cal health implications, whereas 
too much fasting may make life 
feel dry and austere. It is hard 

to imagine a life with too much 
happiness, but in the same way 
that all sunshine makes a desert, 
perhaps having no sadness in-
hibits growth in our lives. Both 
parts of each pair contribute to 
balance and wholeness.

The problem with finding bal-
ance in one’s life is it is a mov-
ing target; life does not stand 
still. We may be able to capture 
a snapshot of when our life was 
completely in balance, but the 
picture becomes out of date im-
mediately after it is taken be-
cause life continues to move for-
ward and change. The good news 
is balance is easier to maintain 
while moving than while stand-
ing still. If you don’t believe me, 
try this experiment: count how 

long you can stand on one foot, 
then go out and see how long you 
can ride your bicycle.

If life seems out of balance in any 
area, an internal signal often oc-
curs to indicate something is off, 
which will go unnoticed if one 
does not take time to pay atten-
tion to oneself. If you do notice 
any warning signals, then spend 
some time investigating poten-
tial causes of feeling off-balance. 
In some cases, you will be able 
to determine the cause and rec-
tify the situation on your own. 
In other cases, the assistance of 
a trusted friend or professional 
may be necessary. Happy balanc-
ing.

By Chip Bender RP(q)

EXPERT ADVICE: Not all men’s stores are created (and managed) the same 

In my last piece, I spoke a little 
about the value proposition of 
buying clothing pieces that are 
well-made and placed at the 
more bespoke end of the fash-
ion spectrum. I actually refer-
enced a well-known and iconic 
retail men’s fashion brand in the 
Region of Waterloo, Stars. And I 
gave a quick shout-out to their 
Conestoga Mall manager, Jim 
Logan.

One thing led to the other, and 
for an hour this past Sunday, 
I found myself sitting in Jim’s 
living room, getting a lesson on 
why all commissioned retailers 

are not the same.

Jim is actually a fascinating guy, 
and of course, both he and I hit it 
off from the get-go. I felt like one 
of Socrates students. This man 
has a fashion pedigree. You see, 
he managed a store in the very 
exclusive Harry Rosen chain 
for over 20 years in the GTA. I 
can’t imagine a bigger stage and 
a bigger pressure cooker where 
the customer is paramount and 
unbending. He told me this is 
where he learned the difference 
between customer service ver-
sus satisfaction. And that lesson 
came directly at the hands of 
Harry Rosen.

He told me the story of a woman 
and son who attended his store 
with a shirt she bought there, 
which had several rips in it. She 
claimed that it happened in the 
wash. When Jim spoke to the 
son, he said it looked like he had 
been in a fight. The son looked at 
him and said that is exactly what 
happened, and he just dropped it 
into the wash. He refused the re-
fund and two days later received 
a call from Harry’s admin ask-
ing him to call the customer and 

apologize and replace the shirt. 
And Harry personally sent the 
family a $50 gift card for their 
aggravation. Jim kept that ripped 
shirt and brought it to the first 
meeting. He knew he was going 
to see Harry and showed it to 
him, and he said, “Jim, don’t wor-
ry about this. We spend $200,000 
a year in advertising, replacing a 
$100 shirt to receive a customer 
for life as well as their ongoing 
positive referral is priceless”. 
And to this day (until now), the 
mom does not know how the 
shirt was ripped, and so, the son 
is a customer for life.

He brought that steeped in time 
DNA to the role he now has at 
Stars. He told me that he can 
identify fairly early on if a new 
hire in his store does not have 
what he calls the “sales gene.” 
And he is not referring to having 
what it takes to be an aggressive 
retail salesperson. He’s talking 
about having that natural sense 
to know what it will not only 
take to make that customer look 
sharp but also to feel sharp---
confidence. Jim and I both agree 
on the belief that style is not 
about something as superficial 

as “getting compliments.” That 
is nice in the beginning, but 
over time, having someone com-
ment on your look goes deeper. 
It says that people know that 
you respect yourself and that 
you deserve their respect. Over 
time this changes from feeling 
good about yourself to feeling 
confident about yourself—kind 
of like the difference between 
memorizing and understanding. 
One leads to permanent lifelong 
learning. Jim told me that if he 
spots something in one of his 
floor staff that needs a tweak or 
adjustment, he will invite them 
out to his “office,”---which is the 
couch sitting in front of the store 
out in the mall. If he invites you 
to the food court, you should 
probably take your coat.

It was interesting to hear Jim tell 
me that they are not concerned 
about their sales staff hitting the 
jackpot sale every time. For new 
members, it’s a sure thing they 
won’t because he will not allow 
someone inexperienced serve 
clients in the market for a suit, 
the most expensive item in the 
store. Jim actually likes teach-
able new employees that can 

learn the subtleties of fashion 
advisory AND dedicated custom-
er satisfaction. Knowing colours 
that best pair with skin colour is 
half of the battle, knowing which 
size and designer will hang just 
right to create maximum impact 
to catch those compliments that 
lead to that elusive confidence—
that’s the other half.

I have long advocated that as 
style shoppers, men need to be 
self sufficient, and self taught. I 
realize that it is not always phys-
ically feasible to go through that 
process. It’s nice to know that 
there is a place out there like 
Stars Conestoga that defies the 
image of a pushy men’s store but 
one that wants their customers 
one sharp looking, confidence 
building moment at a time. Here 
is one thing that tells me every-
thing about Stars Conestoga. 
On any given month, 80% of the 
sales are from long term custom-
ers. That they are now exceeding 
their pre-pandemic boom levels, 
and much more time is spent 
on developing the right people 
rather than things like social 
media. If you build it, they will 
come.

By Scott Dunstall
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���	���������������	��� Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

INCOME TAX
RETURNS

Personal, Farm & Business Returns, Free Pick-up and Delivery
NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

APPROVED E-FILER
RON HILL & ASSOCIATES

965326 Maplewood Sd
84 Woodstock St., S., Tavistock

519-462-2812

Letters to the Editor:
Regarding ice time and the New Hamburg arena,

Reading articles in The Independent and Record re-
garding ice time and a third ice pad raised a lot of ques-
tions for me.

Over $1,000,000 has been spent on the old arena down-
town on the roof, internal support, new dressing rooms 
and entrance with the intention of putting ice back in it 
when the demand is there.

Yet there it sits. It probably needs repairs to the com-
pressor/ refrigeration system from years of service and 
sitting unused.

But still, why not repair it instead of thinking about giv-
ing money to Wellesley to keep theirs operating?

My grandkids were enrolled in New Hamburg until we 
found out the team had 6:30 a.m. practices for the en-
tire season.

Giving each team a few early mornings seems like a 
fairer way to me, but probably harder to schedule for 
the executives (I was told to suck it up).

Impossible for us, so we went to Plattsville, and we are 
having a great experience with Tuesday evening prac-
tices and Saturday morning games.

The old arena is perfect for younger kids practices and 
games; it would take the pressure off and maybe let ev-
eryone sleep in.

Enjoying Plattsville and sleeping in,

Wayne Eckstein

-----------------------------------------------------------

Dear Editor,

Growing up in Canada, it's interesting to me that while 
we are proudly a multicultural and interfaith commu-
nity at large, we're seeing a major decline in certain 
beliefs. The recent StatCan religion survey released 
alarming information on the overall decline in religion, 
faith, and spirituality. 77% of Canadians associated with 
Christianity in 2001, and that number is now around 
53%, whereas those who associate with no religion is 
up from 16% to 35%.

As an Ahmadi Muslim who's spent his entire life in this 
country, it is something that is alarming to me. In light 
of this, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association has 
launched a nationwide campaign across Canada called 
Explore Islam, to speak with Canadians about the im-
portance of religion in a grassroots and welcoming en-
vironment.

A few friends and I are excited to be coming to Baden, 
on Saturday, March 18th from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
the Baden Branch — Region of Waterloo Library. Ad-
ditionally, we will be distributing Explore Islam flyers 
and interacting with people in New Hamburg from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. around the Peel St and Seyler St inter-
section. We hope that these discussions can help peo-
ple recognize the importance of religion and the role it 
plays within our society.

The purpose of this event is to build better relations 
with the community. The Mayor and some of the coun-

cillors will also be attending this event.

Fatir Chaudhry

Mississauga, ON

---------------------------------------------------------

I am appalled that Wilmot Council only gave the Cit-
izens for Safe Groundwater (CSGW) 10 minutes to 
speak to the Hallman Pit debacle at the Council meet-
ing on Monday, March 6. They did not allow any del-
egations to speak, although their recent decision to 
overturn last year's Council's decision to deny the 
rezoning of property on Witmer Road, will affect 55 
homeowners who live within a one kilometre radius 
of the proposed Hallman Pit.  The lawyer for CSGW 
emphatically spoke about the health hazard of partic-
ulates that will result from the Hallman Pit. Despite 
that, Mayor Salonen gave a prepared speech that did 
not address any of the matters raised. Again, another 
example of not listening to the citizens of Wilmot, es-
pecially those living on Bleams and Witmer Roads.  I 
wonder if anyone on Council lives close to Hallman Pit 
and will be awakened at 6 a.m. six days a week, which 
is the start time included in the Minutes of Settlement 
that Wilmot Council entered into with Jackson Harvest 
Farms. 

Janet Bradley Worthington,

New Hamburg

Members and friends of NDWI have 
been meeting on the third Tuesday eve-
ning of the month at the New Dundee 
Community Centre. In January, we enjoyed 
a yoga session with Carrie Bergen-Geisel; 
February’s guest speaker was Anne Innes 
from ACWW (Associated Country Women 
of the World), who shared with us this 
international organization’s 94 year old 
history - a worldwide organization unit-
ing women’s groups (including Women’s 
Institute) from 70 countries and currently 
with 9 million members around the world. 
ACWW sponsors projects to empower 
women and amplify their voices in devel-
oping countries. The head office is in the 
UK, and a Triennial Conference this May 
is being held in Malaysia.

Our upcoming meeting is ‘4H PAST AND 

PRESENT’, Tuesday, March 21st, 7:15 p.m. 
at the New Dundee Community Centre. On 
display will be WI ‘Work Club’ Scrapbooks 
(similar to 4H) from the 1930s, and guest 
speaker Marie McNabb will share with us 
what 4H is up to today.

4H is an organization, with roots in rural 
Ontario, and is open to all youth ages 6-21 
who want to develop valuable life skills in 
leadership, business, self-confidence and 
more. ‘Learn by doing.’

If you are presently, or have been, a 4H 
member or instructor, please join us and 
bring your favourite 4H scrapbook if you 
have one. All are welcome (including ju-
nior 4H Club members). If you are inter-
ested in coming, please call Nancy at 519-
696-2608 as we need to know about set up 
and refreshments.

News from New Dundee 
Women’s Institute: Calling 
all 4H’rs, Past and Present

Freezin’ for a Reason

Kitchener-Conestoga Member of Parliament (MP) Tim Louis jumped in a pool of freezing cold 
water as part of the Polar Plunge hosted by the Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS). 
About $45,000 was raised to support Special Olympics Ontario through the event. (Photo 
credit: Twitter/@TimLouisKitCon)
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A few weeks ago, I had the great 
privilege of speaking to the 
Cambridge Third Age Learn-
ing group which is organized 
through Cambridge’s “Idea Ex-
change”, the clever name that is 
now the brand of the public li-
brary in that city.

They had asked me to talk about 
travel in Canada – a broad theme 
that included the state of the 
travel industry, trends and great 
places to visit in Canada. I was 
delighted to join them, and even 
more so after they were a terrif-
ic audience and very interactive 
in the Q&A part of the presen-
tation.

So, thanks, CTAL folks!

As I thought about tourism in-
side our borders, I made a list 
of the reasons more people are 
opting to travel within our own 
country instead of venturing 
outside of our borders. There 
are several significant factors of 
course, but one of them I believe, 
is the perception that air travel 
has become too much of a hassle.

That perception is not entirely 
wrong. There are far too many 

stories of delayed flights (some-
times with significant conse-
quences), lost luggage, and di-
minished services.

But this is not always the case. 
As I told my new friends in Cam-
bridge, I have flown many times 
in the last few months on at least 
five different airlines and the 
only one that presented a mod-
erately stressful problem wasn’t 
a Canadian company – it was an 
island hopper in the Caribbean.

So, either I have been lucky, or 
things aren’t quite as bad as an-
ecdotal evidence might suggest.

The truth is – have ten good ex-
periences flying and you proba-
bly won’t mention it to anyone. 
Have one bad experience – and 
tell the world. Not entirely fair, 
but mostly true, right?

My suggestion to the Cambridge 
group was to travel in Canada for 
sure, but to build a travel menu 
that includes trips both at home 
and abroad. And that will prob-
ably mean getting on a plane 
or two. If you do, here are a few 
pieces of advice:

Try to take only carry-on if you 
can. It’s surprisingly doable.

Don’t build an itinerary that re-
lies on being precisely on time. 
Let’s face it – your arrival time 
may change, so you don’t want 
timed tickets to Stonehenge 
three hours after you land in 
Gatwick. Leave your first day as 
flexible as possible.

As well, if you can avoid big air-
ports, do so. There are some fine 
airlines,  many of them discount 
carriers, flying out of Waterloo, 
Hamilton or London. And I have 
to tell you, using one of these 

smaller centres is an absolute 
pleasure, compared to navigat-
ing Pearson International or any 
other air travel behemoth.

Case in point: a couple of months 
ago, I flew to Cancun, Mexico out 
of London, Ontario. It was the 
inaugural Swoop Airlines flight 
from London to Cancun and I 
was invited to come along. I did 
so happily.

To tell the truth, I wondered if 
there would be special treatment 
related to this flight but I don’t 
think so. Our departure was ac-
tually delayed by a few minutes, 
which made it feel pretty “nor-
mal”, and our wait in customs in 
Mexico was lengthy. I didn’t get 
the VIP treatment – and that’s 
good, because I believe I am able 
to give you the straight goods 
about flying Swoop to Cancun.

It was very pleasant. As noted, 
it is a discount flight, so don’t 
expect free food or booze. But 
seats on the Boeing 747 were 
comfortable and there was cer-
tainly enough legroom (a contin-
ual complaint from travellers on 
various airlines).

And the best news was on the 
ground. This was London air-
port, a small, accessible, modern 
facility where the entire process 
of arriving, parking, clearing se-
curity (and customs on return), 
and getting to the gate is almost 
enjoyable!

Swoop flies to three destinations 
in Mexico, as well as two in Ja-
maica and the Dominican Re-
public and Cuba. You can also fly 
Swoop to Florida, Las Vegas and 
Arizona. Not all are direct flights 
from London (right now, only 

Cancun and Orlando), but Swoop 
flights and connections depart 
from 12 Canadian cities, in eight 
provinces. They are in expan-
sion mode – already in 2023, they 
have added services like Hamil-
ton to Montego Bay and Toron-
to to Varadero, Cuba. A recent 
statement from the airline says, 
“Swoop has expanded its winter 
schedule to include over 100 sun 
flights per week to destinations 
across the U.S., Mexico and the 
Caribbean.”

Swoop describes itself as an “ul-
tra-not-expensive airline”. In 
other words, you get what you 
pay for and you can choose to 
pay for only the services you 
need. That’s where the amount of 
luggage you take comes in, and 
food, and choice of seats. You can 
add what you feel you need or 

want but you don’t have to.

I read a comment recently that 
suggested that over the past few 
decades air travel has morphed 
from being a romantic, high-end 
adventure to simply sitting on a 
flying bus.

It’s true and unless you are pay-
ing the big bucks for first or 
business class, that will be your 
experience on any airline.

That being the case, there is 
something pretty attractive 
about boarding your flying bus 
through a small, friendly airport 
like London.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

A Swoop 747. A mariachi band in the Riviera Maya (Paul Knowles photo)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Some tips and options when you fly

By Paul Knowles

London Airport CEO Scott McFadzean, with Swoop Airline representa-
tive Julie Pondant, before the inaugural Swoop flight to Cancun.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH 2023

From Spring and back to Winter all within a week

What a difference a week makes in Perth County - from 16 degrees Celsius, to 30 centimetres of snow all within seven days. (Photo credit: Gary West)

March 11th

Unleashed Performance

From 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the lounge at 
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 532 
New Hamburg at 65 Boullee Street. 
Classic/modern rock and country.

March 13th

Invasive Plants - What to Avoid and 
Native Alternatives

At the Wilmot Recreation Complex at 
7 p.m. Speaker for the evening will be 
Karen Scuik, President of the Master 
Gardeners of Ontario. She will be dis-
cussing invasive species that are grow-
ing around us and what Native species 
we should be growing instead. She 
will also discuss the new organization, 
Canadian Coalition for Invasive Plant 
Regulation.

March 13th

Chocolate Bar Bingo

Takes place at 7 p.m. at the Shake-
speare Optimist Hall. Admission is two 
regular size chocolate bars. Featuring 
music, dancing and huge chocolate bar 
jackpots.

March 13th

Project Zero Open House

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Hickson (43 
Loveys Street East), Tavistock (260 
Woodstock Street South) and Innerkip 
(204 Stonegate Road) fire stations. 
Exchange an outdated, non-working 
smoke alarm and receive a new smoke/
carbon monoxide alarm free of charge. 
Firefighters available to discuss fire 
safety and provide fire truck tours.

March 15th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

Regular council meeting taking place 
at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in In-
nerkip.

March 15th

Castle Kilbride Reopens

Wednesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. Newest exhibit is Whisked 
Up in Wilmot. It is all about food and 
food products from this area. More 
information can be found at www.cas-
tlekilbride.ca.

March 17th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at EJ’s Baden Hotel at 39 
Snyder’s Road West for St. Patrick’s 
Day.

March 17th - March 18th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restaurant 
at 1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. Serv-
ing corn beef and cabbage with baby 
potatoes, Irish stew and soda bread. 
Full menu is also available. Not taking 
reservations. On Friday, 12 p.m. is Irish 
dancers, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. is Travel-worn, 
5 p.m. is Tony Nother, 6 p.m. is Irish 
dancers, 6:30 p.m. is Vanyah.

March 20th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place at 
60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 6:45 
p.m. Also streamed on the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube page.

March 20th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann Men-
nonite Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West in New Hamburg. Booking times 
are available from about 3 p.m. until 

about 8 p.m. on www.blood.ca.

March 21st

Electric Vehicles - Do You Have Ques-
tions? Ask the Owners!

Takes place from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Free 
webinar but registration is required. 
Get an update on the current state of 
EV's. Listen to brief presentations by 
owners. Ask lots of questions. Register 
at https://bit.ly/ElectricVehicles2.

March 26th

Whisked Up Weekend - Maple Syrup

A special event taking place at Castle 
Kilbride. Features a small mini talk on 
maple syrup and a sampling of maple 
candies (while supplies last). More 
information can be found at www.cas-
tlekilbride.ca.

March 31st

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Taking place at 7 p.m. at Zion United 
Church, 215 Peel Street in New Ham-
burg. The film is an exploration of the 
effects of road building by settlers on 
Indigenous land and culture (some 
strong language). For more informa-

tion, email ecumenicalworkinggroup@
gmail.com.

April 4th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place at 
4805 William Hastings Line in Cross-
hill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the 
Township of Wellesley YouTube page.

April 15th

Games & Grooves

From 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the Wellesley 
Community Centre. Live DJ, dancing, 
twister, games, food and beverages. 
$15 admission, includes sausage on a 
bun. Tickets available at Pym’s, Esso or 
email wellesleylions@gmail.com

April 21st to April 30th

Theatre Wellesley presents The La-
dies Foursome

2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday; 8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday. Celebration on 
the bonds that form between these 
four women. Tickets are $18 and avail-
able at Pym’s Village Market and at 
www.theatrewellesley.com.
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers

1) The de Havilland ‘Comet’ 

2) Sleeping Beauty 

3) Here’s my story it’s sad but true 

4) Joint Photographic Experts 
Group 

5) 24 Sussex Drive 

6) 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

7)10 Downing Street 

8) Spain 

9) Love

10) Cassius Clay

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com
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Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN MAR. 11-12 & 25-26!

HAVE A SEAT

SALE
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 19

GET YOUR

ON
Comfy


