
By Lee Griffi

Oxford County Council has ap-
pointed Ben Addley, Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, as the coun-
ty’s permanent CAO. Addley assumed 
the Chief Administrative Officer role 
on an interim basis in September 
2022. Previously, he served as Oxford 
County’s Director/Chief of Paramedic 
Services, a role he has held since 2016. 
The appointment was announced at last 
week’s Oxford County Council meeting.

Addley says he wasn’t sure he want-
ed the job permanently when he first 

started the interim gig, but that changed. 
“It was something I definitely had an 
interest in, but I was going to take that 
interim role to feel it out and see if it 
was right for me. Certainly, it reinforced 
that it was something I wanted to do.”

He adds what he has enjoyed the most 
is the new challenges that have come 
his way. “With my prior background 
in paramedic services and emergency 
management, it was definitely a change. 
Learning about all the departments and 
different service deliveries we have 
has been a challenge and a learning 

opportunity for me. It has been really 
rewarding for me.”

A news release from the coun-
ty says Addley brings extensive and 
wide-ranging senior-level public sector 
experience to the role. He has served on 
the board of directors for the Ontario 
Association of Paramedic Chiefs and 
several multi-sector committees and 
working groups and played an instru-
mental role in local initiatives such as 
the Oxford and Area Ontario Health 
Team and Safe and Well Oxford. He also 

By Lee Griffi

Sadie-May Harrett and Linda Holst 
have been trying for months to open a 
much-needed licensed, non-profit daycare 
in Tavistock. While the search for a bricks-
and-mortar solution remains unsuccessful, 
they appear to be within one regulation of 
making it happen at an existing location.

Harrett says they have space at Tavistock 
Mennonite Church, where she operates a 
preschool daycare, to take care of 24 addi-
tional children, and she could license an-
other room for up to eight additional kids. 
She believes the amount of natural light 
coming through the windows is the one 
thing standing in the way. “We have a min-
istry program advisor who comes in at least 
once a year to inspect the (preschool) prem-
ise. I believe the only thing holding us back 
from a daycare is the amount of natural 
light,” she adds.

The Gazette reached out to the Ministry of 
Education along with Oxford MPP Ernie 
Hardeman for their take, keeping in mind 
Tavistock has no licensed daycares mean-
ing there are no eligible sites for the federal 
government’s $10 a day daycare program.

Hardeman says the rules are the rules, and 
all daycares need to abide by them. “It would 
be the standard for all licensed daycares. 
It is to prevent people from just making a 
room in their basement and doing it. So, in 
order to be licensed it has to have windows 
and can’t be underground. It’s all predicat-
ed on how much daylight comes in, but it 
really means you have to have more win-
dows. When I sit in my basement, it’s a total-
ly different environment than when I sit in 
my living room. I go to my basement when 
I want to get away from things. I go upstairs 
when I just want to sit down and rest. That’s 
the philosophy that it would come from.” 
Hardeman adds the reason for making an 
exception would be the same in every case 
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saw Canada’s first hybrid ambulances 
come into service at Oxford County and 
launched Oxford’s community paramed-
icine program. Under Addley’s leader-
ship, Paramedic Services played a funda-
mental role during the local COVID-19 
pandemic response.

Two of the biggest projects for Addley 
will likely be the proposed new 
Woodingford Lodge Long-Term Care 
home in Ingersoll which is awaiting 
approval from the ministry, and a new 
strategic plan. “That wasn’t on the radar 
when we spoke last summer, and I had 
mentioned then my goal was to increase 
stability. That has now been reversed in 
the permanent role, and one of the first 

things I will be doing is working with 
council on our new strategic plan.” He 
adds the project is essentially council 
strengthening what their goals and ob-
jective are for county staff. “It’s definite-
ly a big priority. Reinforcing renewable 
energy, zero waste, reducing poverty and 
homelessness. Housing is a major pri-
ority for the county and right across the 
country. Long-term care is a part of that. 
It's healthcare but also a form of housing 
and council recently endorsed us putting 
in an application for a new larger home 
in Ingersoll.”

County warden Marcus Ryan says coun-
cil believes in Addley’s ability to lead 
an ambitious agenda over the next four 
years. “Council had an opportunity to 

work with Ben through the 2023 bud-
get, a responsible and strategic planning 
process that afforded council the flexi-
bility to invest an additional $1.2 million 
in affordable housing. His appointment 
allows us to move ahead quickly on our 
goals for 2023 and beyond.” Ryan adds 
Addley has a track record of strong re-
lationships with the local community 
and government partners, and he un-
derstands the organization’s strengths, 
services, and people. “We are excited 
to work with Ben towards a vision of 
Oxford County that supports quality of 
life for all.”

One point Addley mentioned when first 
taking on the interim role was improv-
ing the relationship with the lower-tier 

municipalities in Oxford. He says while 
things are getting better, there is always 
room for improvement. “I feel it has real-
ly improved. I have been able to take op-
portunities to work with my peer CAO’s 
much closer in this new role. We are 
starting to collaborate on some things 
like long-term care and homeless solu-
tions. Just like any relationship, it’s ongo-
ing, but you always need to be working 
together and making them stronger. If a 
conflict comes up or issues that need to 
be resolved, you already have that strong 
relationship with partners.”

With Addley’s appointment as Chief 
Administrative Officer, recruitment be-
gins for a permanent Director/Chief of 
Oxford County Paramedic Services.

Oxford County Council appoints Ben Addley as 
Chief Administrative Officer
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when someone says they don’t have enough windows. 
“The answer is not to do it there with an exception. The 
answer is to find someplace that has enough windows,” 
he adds.

When asked if it wouldn’t be better to make an ex-
ception to the regulations so Tavistock children could 
attend a daycare in town as opposed to driving out of 
the area, Hardeman says that can’t be taken into con-
sideration. “It sounds much more appropriate and much 
more common sense, but that is suggesting we believe 
the standard is required for most kids but not the kids 
in Tavistock. The people who are issuing the licenses 
are not allowed to make judgements like that. One of 
the requirements is what are the hours of natural light. 
It’s the same requirement in a henhouse. The chicken 
doesn’t lay if there’s no light.” He adds there is a reason 
for why that condition is in the legislation, and it is for 
the health and wellbeing of the children. “It’s hard to say 
that’s not as important as not having to drive a ways to 
have a daycare, and I know it sounds callous, but I think 
it would be very difficult to get someone to agree that we 
could make an exception.”

Hardeman did ask the Gazette if there was anywhere, 
maybe another church, that would be interested in hav-
ing a childcare. “I think that’s really what we are looking 
for.” Hardeman also asked if the school is a possibility 
and Tavistock Public School (TPS) does have a before 
and after school program. The Gazette has reached out 

to the Thames Valley District School Board for com-
ment for next week’s Part 2. “Going forward, maybe 
they would be interested, with a partner, to put it in the 
school somewhere. They may very well be interested in 
helping find a place.” TPS is full in terms of the number 
of students so any daycare would likely have to be built 
on the site which does have a tremendous amount of 
land.

Hardeman does say he wishes it could be easier. “If I was 
in charge of it and no one was looking over my shoulder 
I’d have no trouble agreeing to it.”

While Minster of Education Stephen Lecce did not grant 
the Gazette an interview, spokesperson Grace Lee did 
say daycares with less than the standard natural light 
can operate, but with restrictions. “From a licensing per-
spective, if the program would like to extend their oper-
ating hours to more than six hours a day, their window 
glass area needs to meet the requirements under the 
Ontario Building Code and an outdoor playground (if 
they don’t have one already). The licensee should reach 
out to their ministry program advisor for more details.”

A recent Canadian Press story says the Ford govern-
ment is looking to add 50,000 childcare spots in the 
province, focusing in underserviced areas. The Gazette 
couldn’t get an answer on if Tavistock is considered 
underserviced but taking into account there are no li-
censed daycares that would make sense. The Canadian 
Press was able to obtain an internal government memo 
which states the goal is to have a ratio of one affordable 

childcare space for every 2.7 children under the age of 
five. Something Tavistock does not have.

“As a part of Ontario’s plan to deliver affordable child-
care to communities across the province, our govern-
ment is utilizing innovative policy, including more than 
$200 million for one-time “start-up” grants which en-
sure providers in underserved areas and communities 
have the ability to increase capacity and create new 
spaces. We continue to work directly with providers and 
municipalities to ensure families across Ontario have 
access to affordable and reliable childcare. We have al-
ready delivered 33,000 new spaces towards our plan to 
deliver 86,000 new spaces by December 2026,” adds Lee.

In Part 2 next week, we will hear more from Harrett and 
Holst as they continue their push for a licensed daycare 
in Tavistock.

The Pursuit of a Licensed Daycare in Tavistock – Part 1
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Notice of Public Consultation Centre #2 

Oxford County 2024 Transportation Master Plan Update
Oxford County has initiated the development of a Transportation Master Plan (TMP) to provide the County with long-
term strategic planning for the transportation system through to 2046. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

What is the Transportation Master Plan? 
The Transportation Master Plan (TMP) will outline the 
County’s vision and goals for its transportation system 
until 2046. The Plan will consider:  
 Population and employment growth in the County;
 Accommodation of future transportation conditions,

as well as sustainable and multi-modal
transportation solutions (e.g., promoting active
transportation); and,

 Specific needs of the County, including people and
goods movement, along with agricultural mobility.

Parsons Inc. has been retained by Oxford County to 
complete the Transportation Master Plan Update. Key 
objectives of the update include: 
 Assess existing and future transportation network

conditions and performance, with consideration to
travel demand and patterns;

 Identify needs of the transportation system and
develop policies to address them; and

 Develop a safe, effective and financially viable
integrated transportation system implementation
plan that maximizes the use of existing infrastructure
and promotes regional connectivity.

The Transportation Master Plan Update is being 
conducted in accordance with the Master Plan 
requirements of Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (2000, as amended to 2007, 
2011, & 2015), approved under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act. 

We want to hear from you 
The Project Team is hosting the study’s second virtual 
Public Consultation Centre (PCC) this spring. The 
purpose of PCC #2 is to:  
 Present a summary of what we heard at PCC #1;
 Present observed travel trends and the completed

network analysis;
 Present future network recommendations and a

proposed implementation plan;

 Summarize supporting policies and strategies;
 Provide an opportunity for the public to view and

comment on all the presented material.

Public Consultation Centre #2 will be held online: 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 | 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

To register and for log-in details, please visit  
www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp. This site can also be 
used to provide feedback through an online survey, 
map tool, or online comment form.  

The comment period for PCC #2 is from March 22 
to April 11, 2023. However, comments are 
welcome for the duration of the study. Please see 
contacts listed below to provide comments.  

In addition to the virtual PCC #2, the Project Team is 
hosting three in-person events to further make known 
this Transportation Master Plan Update Study and to 
engage directly with members of the community.  
 Ingersoll - Town Council Chambers

Thursday, March 23, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
 Woodstock - Oxford County Council Chamber

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
 Tillsonburg - Town Council Chambers

Thursday, March 30, 2023 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

www.oxfordcounty.ca/2024tmp 

 

These events will be promoted through social media, 
Speak Up, Oxford! at www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup, 
and other advertisements. 

Contacts for information 
Ryan Vink, P.Eng. 
Oxford County Project Manager 
rvink@oxfordcounty.ca | 1-800-755-0394, ext. 3023 
John Grieve, MCIP, RPP 
Parsons Project Manager  
john.grieve@parsons.com | 1-289-404-5363 
I nformation will be collected in accordance with the Municipal 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information,  all comments will become part 
of the public record.    

 Updated February 22, 2023 

 oxfordcounty.ca 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Notice of Study Commencement 
Class Environmental Assessment Study and Conceptual Design 
William Street Sewage Pumping Station, Tavistock 

 
   PUBLIC NOTICE  

About the study 
Oxford County is initiating a Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (EA) Study that will 
consider a wide range of Sewage Pumping Station 
(SPS) and/or collection system upgrade alternatives 
within the William Street SPS catchment area (refer 
to Study Area map), in order to select the most 
appropriate conceptual design concept that will 
support ongoing wastewater servicing needs to the 
year 2046.  

About the process 
This notice signals the commencement of this Class 
EA Study which will define the project; identify and 
evaluate alternative solutions; and determine a 
preferred alternative solution in consultation with the 
public, Indigenous communities and regulatory 
agencies. Any potential impacts of the SPS upgrade 
alternatives on social, cultural, economic and natural 
environments will be evaluated and assessed during 
the Class EA Study. 

This study is being carried out in accordance with 
the requirements of the Environmental Assessment 
Act under Schedule B of the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (2000, as amended to 
2007, 2011, & 2015), which is an approved process 
under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. 

A Public Information Centre (PIC) to present the 
Study findings is anticipated to be held later in 2023 
and will be advertised as the Study progresses.  
Upon completion of this study, a Project File Report 
documenting the process will be submitted to the 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and 
Parks and made available for public review for a 
period of 30 calendar days.  

Information will be collected in accordance with the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act. With the exception of personal 
information, all comments will become part of the 
public record.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Have your say 
Public, Indigenous, and agency consultation is a 
key component of the Class EA process and your 
input will be sought throughout the Study. If you 
wish to be placed on the mailing list to receive 
notices and information, or, if you wish to provide 
comments at any time during the Class EA 
process, you can do so by contacting the project 
contacts listed below. Project information and 
updates are on Speak Up, Oxford! at 
www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup    

Contacts  
Gemma Charlebois, M.A.Sc., P.Eng. 
Project Manager, MTE Consultants Inc. 
519-743-6500 ext. 1227   
GCharlebois@mte85.com  
Don Ford, BA, CMM III, C.Tech. 
Manager, Water and Wastewater Services 
Oxford County  
519-539-9800 ext. 3191        
dford@oxfordcounty.ca               
 

 
This notice issued March 7, 2023 

 oxfordcounty.ca 

Study map 
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By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock and District Recreation 
Centre is no longer in the running in the 
Hockeyville competition. A win would have 
seen a $250,000 cheque come into the cof-
fers of East Zorra-Tavistock Township to 
use for arena renovations and upgrades.

The four municipalities making the final 
list are West Lorne, Ontario, Ste. Anne, 
Manitoba, Maple Ridge, British Columbia, 
and Saint-Anselme, Quebec.

The idea came from Matt Lamers, EZT’s 
Parks and Recreation Supervisor, and 
then it transformed into a community 
effort with sporting groups getting in-
volved along with area residents. While 
disappointed, Lamers is taking many pos-
itives out of the experience. “I looked at 
the buildings that ended up top four, and 
it looks like they need the money more 
than our community does. They had a lot 
of votes online and have bigger popula-
tions compared to East Zorra-Tavistock.” 
He does say he’s extremely proud of how 
everyone involved worked so hard in the 
competition. “I can’t thank minor hockey, 
the Royals and Braves, figure skating, and 
residents for putting forward pictures and 

comments online and helping us with our 
nomination.”

The parks and recreation boss didn’t real-
ly know what to expect when he decided 
to put the arena into the competition, but 
he was blown away, has no regrets, and he 
wouldn’t hesitate to put his name in the 

hat again. “It was just amazing to see the 
community come together. I have been 
to a few Royals and Braves games and a 
figure skating competition earlier in the 
year just to see the crowds and how things 
were going. To see all the kids and par-
ents taking photos at the sign donated by 
Raymer Financial was just great.” He adds 

he may look at being a part of the com-
petition again with a better plan to win 
Kraft Hockeyville. “We’ll come back even 
stronger in the future. Now we have time 
to think of some charity events to get even 
more people to take part if we want to ap-
ply for it again.”

Lamers says he also gained invaluable in-
put through his many conversations with 
the public in regard to the facility’s future. 
“It was great to see the different organi-
zations come together to work on videos 
and telling their story of how much the 
arena means to them. It looks good for the 
new parks and rec department because we 
have heard from the community on what 
upgrades they would like to see as taxpay-
ers and user groups. That helps me, and it 
helps senior management at the township 
with budgeting as well.”

While the $250,000 isn’t coming EZT’s 
way, there are some projects at the arena 
that will be completed in the near future. 
“We are going to continue to improve our 
accessibility. We are putting in a ramp at 
the curling club, hopefully within a cou-
ple of weeks, and we also need to look at 
a new sound system. We will look at that 
once we get into budget discussions.”

Tavistock Not on Final Four List for Kraft Hockeyville 2023
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By Lee Griffi

The Ontario Provincial Police Oxford 
Detachment is seeking public assistance 
after being called to investigate a weap-
ons offence at a Peggy Avenue address 
in Mount Elgin. Police believe it is relat-
ed to a similar incident that happened in 
Plattsville last week.

On Saturday, March 11, at about 10:15 a.m., 
police responded to a report of a weapons 
complaint. “It was determined that at ap-
proximately 1:25 a.m., unknowns attend-
ed the address and fired several rounds 
from a firearm striking the residence and 
vehicles parked in the driveway causing 
damage. A silver-coloured pickup truck 
was seen fleeing from the area in an un-
known direction,” says OPP Constable 
Ed Sanchuk. He adds a similar incident 
was reported on March 6, 2023, just after 
8 a.m. “The OPP responded to a Fennell 
Street address in Plattsville after the 

resident noticed that several rounds from 
a firearm had struck parked vehicles in 
the driveway of the residence. It was de-
termined that at approximately 1:05 a.m., 
unknown suspects attended that address 
and discharged a firearm.”

There were no injuries reported and it 
appears that the same pickup truck was 
involved in both incidents. The OPP is 
reminding the public to be aware of their 
safety at all times and to contact police to 
report suspicious vehicles or individuals. 

“I am not aware of any connection be-
tween either of the homes or homeown-
ers,” adds Sanchuk.

The Oxford OPP Crime Unit is continuing 
to investigate both shootings and is asking 
any residents that live in the Peggy Drive 
or Fennel Street area or surrounding side 
streets with video surveillance systems, to 
check their footage to see if they captured 
the vehicle or suspects involved.`

The OPP is continuing to investigate and 
is seeking public assistance. If anyone has 
any information surrounding these inci-
dents, they are being asked to call police at 
1-888-310-1122. If you have any informa-
tion and wish to remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or www.oxfordcrimestoppers.
com where you may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to $2,000.

OPP Investigating Two Shooting Incidents in Oxford 

By Veronica Reiner

The Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) has now installed and ac-
tivated the Automated License Plate 
Recognition (ALPR) and in-car camera 
(ICC) systems in all patrol vehicles.

As a result of investments made by gov-
ernment in the OPP and municipal police 
services across the province, the OPP is 
introducing ICC video recording equip-
ment with an integrated ALPR function-
ality to all its frontline police vehicles at 
detachments across Ontario.

“This is an example of the OPP's com-
mitment to increasing transparency and 
accountability in the policing of our com-
munities, and to leverage technologies 
that will enhance community and officer 
safety,” said the OPP in a release.

“These technologies will be used to gather 
enhanced evidence to be used in the pros-
ecution of offences and will also highlight 
the professionalism our members display 

every day as they work to ensure safe 
communities.”

In addition to the benefits that will come 
with having an video recording of an in-
teraction between an officer and member 
of the public, the integrated ALPR func-
tionality will enhance the ability of an 
officer to detect licence plates that are 
linked with criminal or traffic offences.

Examples include plates associated with 
wanted or missing people, stolen vehicles, 
stolen or unattached licence plates, sus-
pended and prohibited drivers and with 
other emergent situations like Amber 
Alerts.

“The Perth County Detachment contin-
ues to see drivers operating vehicles that 
do not have valid, registered plates,” said 
the OPP. “Although vehicle owners are not 
required to purchase a validation stick-
er for their vehicle, licence plates are 
still required to be renewed annually or 
bi-annually.”

Perth County OPP police 
vehicles include automated 
license plate recognition and 
in-car cameras   

 
 
 

 
 

Grand Opening!! 
 LOSE to                         ECOR HomeC  D

  

c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r 3 @ g m a i l . c o m  
@ c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r  

 

New Store Hours:
Tuesday - Fridays  10:00am-5:00pm

Saturdays   10:00am-3:00pm
 
 

1022 Diefenbacher St., HAWKESVILLE
519-574-4773

10% DISCOUNT ON ONE EASTER DECOR ITEM 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
10:00AM-8:00PM 
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********************
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FARM EDITION 2023
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Coming March 23rd
Read local stories written by local writers

Deadline: Friday, March 17th
To Book ad space contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or 

email at sharonbleis@gmail.com

By Veronica Reiner

Several Wilfrid Laurier University 
(WLU) students are now sharing their 
social, economic and environmental sus-
tainability projects to improve the com-
munity of Baden.

In September 2022, about 100 WLU stu-
dents toured Baden as part of an assign-
ment for a second year course called 
Introduction to Sustainability. The stu-
dents were split into consulting teams, 
with 10 students per team, and came up 
with ideas to benefit sustainability.

WLU student and environmental studies 
major William Bender’s group came up 
with the idea of a microbrewery in town.

“The idea was that it would be in the 
centre of town, it’s a good place for the 
residents of the town to meet up, hang 
out,” described William. “There would be 
space for a micromarket on some days, 
where people could buy and sell goods 
as well.”

The group discussed the idea with local 
businesses, such as the Baden Coffee 
Company, to see if they would be inter-
ested in selling some of their products 

there. “They said hypothetically, ‘yeah we 
would absolutely do that if there was a 
brewery,’” said William.

They also chatted with Abe Erb of 
Waterloo about the financial logistics for 
running a microbrewery. “They gave us a 
lot of helpful information - they told us 

they weren’t looking to expand and that 
they were content with where they were, 
so we didn’t use their branding.”

The group also created a 3-dimension-
al mockup of what a potential brewery 
would look like. The design featured an 
open space for various possible uses. 
“There could be trivia nights, or a corn-
hole tournament,” said William. “We 
made sure that there was space, which 
could be filled with pool tables, or any 
type of game like that.”  

William said his group got inspired while 
walking around the town. “There’s an 
older mill building, and one of our group 
members took a look at it and said, ‘Wow, 
that would be a perfect building for a mi-
crobrewery.’ And we all just kind of fell in 
love with the idea.”

Throughout the end of November to ear-
ly December, students shared their high 
quality project ideas with the Township 
of Wilmot office. William’s group created 
a five minute PowerPoint presentation to 
share with Township staff, highlighting 
the idea, financial information, and other 
components.

WLU student shares sustainability project idea for Baden

OPTIMIST CLUB OF SHAKESPEARE

PIGTAIL STAG
Shakespeare Community Centre

Thursday, April 6th, 2023
$30 per person includes door prizes

Refreshments and games of chance at 6pm
Dinner: 6pm - 8:30pm | Catered by Kennedy’s

The Optimist club of Shakespeare is again selling Easter Hams.
They are approximately 3 pound cured hams from Perth County Pork Producers at $20 each 

Pick up at Shakespeare Optimist Hall on March 30 - must be pre-ordered
Call Murray Schlotzhauer 519-276-1039 or Gary West 519-272-9140

The mockup photo of what the Baden microbrewery could look like. The software used to 
create the model was a free-to-download program called Sweet Home 3D. (Photo contribut-
ed by William Bender) 
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo Paramedic 
Services and the region’s three hospitals 
are receiving funding from the Ministry 
of Health through the dedicated offload 
nurses program.

Grand River Hospital, Cambridge 
Memorial Hospital and St. Mary’s General 
Hospital will share $743,706 in fund-
ing that covers staffing 12 hours a day, 

seven days a week. This includes addi-
tional funding in the amount of $226,903 
that will be divided among three hospitals 
to expand coverage to 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week until March 31.

“We are very pleased that the Ministry 
of Health is providing additional funding 
to Cambridge Memorial Hospital, Grand 
River Hospital and St. Mary’s General 
Hospital to support additional staffing 

hours through the dedicated offload nurs-
es program,” said John Riches, Chief of 
Paramedic Services.

“Region of Waterloo Paramedic Services 
is committed to working closely with our 
hospital partners to ensure our para-
medics are available for all residents in 
our community who call 911 because of a 
medical emergency.”

This funding for staff offload positions 

in emergency departments is intended to 
free up ambulances and paramedics to re-
turn to communities as soon as possible to 
provide more people with access to timely 
emergency care.

Applying for additional funding through 
the dedicated offload nurses program is 
one way Paramedic Services and local 
hospitals work together to address the is-
sue of offload delays.

Regional hospitals receive funding to reduce 
ambulance offload delays

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Tavistock & District Skating Club
2023 Skating Carnival

presents

Reserved Seating $20 (red seats - age 3+ require their own seat)

General Admission $10 (bench or standing) 
Children under 12 FREE (General Admission only)

Reserved Seating $20 (red seats - age 3+ require their own seat)

General Admission $10 (bench or standing) 
Children under 12 FREE (General Admission only)

Payment by cash or cheque only.  Limited tickets available the day of the show.  Doors open 30min before show starts.

Box O�ce Dates at Tavistock Arena
March 25 11am-12:30pm        March 26 4:30-6:30pm
March 30 5:30-7:30pm              April 1 11am-12:30pm

April 2, 2023
1:00pm and 4:30pm
April 2, 2023
1:00pm and 4:30pm���������������������
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By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wellesley awarded a bridge replace-
ment project on Hutchison Road to Theo Vandenberk 
Construction Inc. of Denfield for $517,636.62, includ-
ing harmonized sales tax (HST).

The matter was decided without discussion during a 
meeting on Tuesday, March 7.

The bridge replacement contract was advertised using 
the Bids and Tenders website by GM BluePlan at www.
bidsandtenders.com. Bids were submitted electronical-
ly until Tuesday, February 28 at 2 p.m.

There were 12 submissions, including the Theo 
Vandenberk Construction Inc. submission. These in-
cluded Wellington Construction Contractors Inc. for 
$578,870.75, Robert M Simon Construction Ltd. for 

$584,065.81, VanDriel Excavating Inc. for $644,611.22, 
Cox Construction Ltd. for $669,979.96, South Shore 
Contracting of Essex County Inc. for $676,254.15, 
Kurtis Smith Excavating Inc. for $693,820, AJN 
Builders Inc. for $702,820.45, Roubos Farm Service 
Ltd. for $755,168.04, Kieswetter Excavating Inc. for 
$786,423.50, Capital Paving Inc. for $871,260.82 and 
Enscon Ltd. for $957,076.10.

GM BluePlan recommended foregoing a reference for 
Theo Vandenberk Inc. because the company “has per-
formed work recently for GM BluePlan on behalf of the 
Township of Wellesley and both parties were satisfied 
with their services,” wrote Wellesley Director of Public 
Works Chris Cook in his report.

The Ontario Structure Inspection Manual (OSIM) dic-
tates how often bridges and culverts must be inspect-
ed. The Hutchison Road bridge was identified in the 
2020 OSIM report for major rehabilitation, and was 

subsequently identified in the 2022 OSIM report for 
replacement, with a one to five year priority. Wellesley 
staff then retained GM BluePlan to provide engineer-
ing services for the project.

The bridge replacement value in the 2022 OSIM report 
was $650,000. The engineer’s estimate which staff used 
to determine the budget for the project was $750,000. 
“The contract value does not reflect costs for project 
management, engineering, required permits and geo-
technical investigation for the project, some of which 
has already occurred prior to the tender being adver-
tised,” wrote Cook.

The project will be entirely funded from the township’s 
bridges and culverts reserve account. “The total proj-
ect expenditure will not exceed the budgeted amount,” 
wrote Cook. “Any funds not used will remain in the re-
serve account.”

Wellesley Township awards bridge replacement to 
Theo Vandenberk Inc. for $517,636
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo Public Health 
has decided not to resume the annu-
al enforcement of the Immunization 
of School Pupil’s Act for the 2022-2023 
school year. This means that students 
who are overdue for required vaccines 
will not be suspended during the current 
school year, under the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board (WCDSB).

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many 
students have missed the opportunity 
to receive their immunizations. Public 
Health will continue to offer expanded 
catch-up clinics for students who are 
missing vaccines. It is expected that full 
ISPA enforcement activities, including 

suspensions, will resume in the 2023-24 
school year.

The WCDSB encouraged parents and 
guardians to ensure their child is up to 
date on their following mandatory im-
munizations. Immunization informa-
tion, including how to book an appoint-
ment at Public Health catch-up clinics, 
can be found at this link: https://bit.
ly/3EXOxvk.

All students attending school must ei-
ther have a proof of up-to-date im-
munization or have a valid medical 
or non-medical exemption under the 
Immunization of School Pupils Act. 
Each school year, the Region of Waterloo 
Public Health reviews immunization 

records and notifies families about over-
due mandatory vaccinations. Students 
are then provided with opportunities to 
catch up on missed vaccinations through 
Public Health clinics or their health care 
provider. Typically, students who remain 
overdue after a period of time are sus-
pended from school for up to 20 days.

Some vaccines are required under the 
Immunization of School Pupil’s Act 
(measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, diph-
theria, pertussis, polio, varicella and 
meningococcal vaccines). If you choose 
not to immunize your child or your child 
is unable to be immunized for med-
ical reasons, a legal exemption is re-
quired. Additional information about 

exemptions can be found at https://bit.
ly/3EXOxvk.

Parents/students can submit updated 
immunization records to Public Health 
through the following methods:

Online: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/
updateimmunizations (anytime and 
preferred)

Email: Immunizationservices@regionof-
waterloo.ca

Phone: 519-575-4400 ext. 5001 (Monday 
to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)

Parents with questions can call Public 
Health at 519-575-4400 or visit our web-
site at https://bit.ly/3EXOxvk.

WCDSB encourages parents/guardians to ensure 
their child (JK to Grade 8) is up-to-date with 
mandatory immunizations

IT’S TIME FOR  
A CHANGE! 

3 5 3  M C C A R T H Y  R D ,  S T R A T F O R D ,  O N  N 5 A  7 S 7

 @StfdHomeShow      stratfordhomeleisureshow      stratfordhomeleisureshow

MARCH 25&26, 2023 / THE ROTARY COMPLEX

H O M E  &  L E I S U R E  S H O W
STRATFORD

• KITCHEN DISPLAYS 

• RENOVATION INFO  

• LEISURE OPTIONS 

• OUTDOOR SHEDS & LANDSCAPING  

• ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS! 

• FREE PARKING!

25
SAT  MARCH

9AM-5PM
FREE

$6
A D M I S S I O N

12 +  UNDER

26
SUN  MARCH

1 1AM-4PM

MS2_Stratford Home&Leisure2023_AD.indd   1 2023-01-09   1:24 PM

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A town hall meeting will be held at the St. 
Clements Community Centre from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. tonight, Thursday, March 16.

There are an estimated 80 residents who 
have said they are planning to attend.

“We would like this to be a frequent event 
which happens within the Township, so, in 
the future, residents can bring forth their 
concerns to council without needing to be 
a delegate at a council meeting,” said Kelly 
Rakowski, a member of the Wellesley 
Township Concerned Citizens Facebook 
group.

The meeting will be civil and moderated. 
It is not intended to be used as an oppor-
tunity to attack any one member, or the 
council as a whole. This will be “a chance 
for the residents to feel that their con-
cerns are being heard and questions an-
swered,” said Rakowski.

Concerns range from budget concerns, 
housing issues, taxes and more.

In an email on Monday, March 13, Wellesley 
Clerk Grace Kosch told Rakowski that no 
members of Wellesley council would be 
attending, claiming that “having a quorum 
of council attend a meeting which is not a 
township function would not be consistent 
with the role of municipal government.”

Kosch claimed that town hall meetings are 
called by mayor and council.

“You should also be aware, the 2023 bud-
get was debated and approved and has 
already been reconsidered once,” Kosch 
wrote to Rakowski. “The bylaw is clear that 
no question shall be reconsidered more 
than once during the term of council.”

Rakowski said that if council and the may-
or wanted to engage with their constitu-
ents, they would advise what they would 
call the town hall meeting to ensure it fits 
within the bylaws.

“It’s obvious that they have no intention of 
listening to anyone,” said Rakowski.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Kitchener Waterloo Stratford Perth 
(KWSP) Humane Society has launched 
an urgent appeal campaign to raise funds 
for a dog and her three puppies that came 
into their care on March 7. The dog, named 
Daisy, arrived at the centre in active labour 
on Wednesday morning, and gave birth to 
two girls and a boy soon after.

Four-year-old Daisy and her puppies are 
all doing well and have been moved into 
foster care to ensure they receive the best 
care. The KWSP Humane Society esti-
mates the medical and care costs could 
reach up to $6,500 or more by the time the 
mother and her three babies are ready for 
adoption. This includes the cost of spay 
and neuter surgery for all four dogs, vacci-
nations, parasite treatment, microchip and 
any other medication required and the 

daily cost of care. “The money raised will 
help Daisy and her puppies lead a healthy, 
happy life,” said Kathrin Delutis, chief 
executive officer of the KWSP Humane 
Society. “The cost of care for four dogs can 
add up quickly. Being a self-funded and 
self-governed organization that receives 
no funding from the government for our 
charitable programs and services, we rely 
on our community’s generosity to provide 
this life-saving, around-the-clock care. We 
truly hope you’ll donate today.”

For updates on Daisy and her babies, 
check out the KWSP Humane Society’s 
website, sign up for their eblasts or follow 
them on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 
Those interested in supporting Daisy and 
her puppies are encouraged to make a 
one-time donation. For more information 
on the initiatives of the KWSP Humane 
Society, please visit kwsphumane.ca.

Town hall meeting held at 
St. Clements Community 
Centre

KWSP Humane Society launches urgent appeal for 
dog and her three puppies

Daisy and her three puppies.

By Gary West 

Over the last number of years, the 
Shakespeare Optimist Club has been in-
volved in helping their local Sprucedale 
Public School students with their music 
program.

Among other instruments, the music pro-
gram involved drums of different sizes. 
The club was treated to a demonstration 
which involved members playing on those 
instruments that were donated by the club 
to the school. The music teacher, and her 
husband Chris and Rob Thrasher, brought 

those said drums to an Optimist meeting 
in the Shakespeare Optimist Hall in order 
for members to try and create the music 
that students were being taught.

The group soon learned that the various 
drums all played a different tune. By the 
end of their lessons, they realized it wasn’t 
as easy as it might look from the outside. 
They were all enthused to see how the 
clubs donation to the school’s music pro-
gram was all part of how their motto of 
“supporting area youth” in music was one 
they were most proud of.

Shakespeare’s Optimist 
members drumming up 
tunes

The circle of Shakespeare Optimist members displaying their drumming talents on instru-
ments donated to the music program at Sprucedale Public School with instructions from 
teacher Chris Thrasher.
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By Connor Murray and Sarina Loschmann 

Bussing has been an ongoing issue for 
the school board. Anywhere from three to 
ten bus routes were canceled every week 
in the first two months of the school year. 
About ten percent of routes are delayed 
or completely canceled. Students around 
Waterloo-Oxford commented on the is-
sue of bussing. The statements made were 
mostly complaints, though it is obvious 
that students have had a variety of experi-
ences regarding transportation.

“There’s a ton of substitutes.”

“I once had to wait 40 minutes.”

“The end-of-the-day bus is late.”

“It’s late almost every day. Only once it was 
on time.”

“He (the bus driver) is always on time. 
There was only bad communication once 
because the bus didn’t come down my 

road.”

“I think it could be more efficient. Some 
of the buses don’t have a lot of people on 
it. The school board is just wasting their 
money.”

“The delay notifications come way too 
late.”

“My bus has never been late.”

“It’s been pretty good.”

“They could re-route it better sometimes.”

“A little inconsistent, but good.” “My 
friend’s bus is usually late every day.”

So, why are there so many problems? The 
main reason is because there is a major 
shortage of drivers. Bus drivers quit their 
jobs because their position has high anx-
iety and low pay. People tend to get irri-
tated with bus drivers on the roads, the 
hours are strange, students misbehave 
in their care, and the drivers have to deal 

with these challenges while maneuvering 
an awkwardly sized vehicle on busy and 
sometimes slippery roads. Additionally, 
being a bus driver is not a very healthy 
job- bus drivers are more prone to illness-
es such as high blood pressure and cardio-
vascular disease than the average person.

They cannot take washroom breaks and 
are more prone to Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder than the average person. After 
understanding this information, we 
should not be complaining about our bus 
drivers being tardy because they are not 
typically the ones to blame.

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board has acknowledged that there is not 
a large appeal to becoming a bus driver. 
Many bus companies have added various 
new incentives, such as raising pay, but 
the problem has not yet subsided.

This year, May first to fifth is Bus Driver 
Appreciation week. Getting you to school 

is not a cakewalk. It takes hard work and 
dedication, and it is good to appreciate 
the bus drivers we are privileged to have 
instead of focusing on the ones we lack. 
If you don’t know how to thank your bus 
driver, here are some simple but meaning-
ful ways to bring them some joy:

1. Buy or make a simple thank-you card 
and write a kind message of appreciation.

2. Bake cookies or muffins for them.

3. When you board the bus, greet them 
with a smile. And when you leave, thank 
them and wish them a good day.

4. Purchase a gift certificate to Tim 
Hortons or McDonald’s so that they can 
stop on their way home from work for a 
coffee or snack.

5. Be respectful of the bus driver’s instruc-
tions and encourage your peers to do the 
same. So, next time you ride the bus, think 
of how you can thank your bus driver!

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Perth County is starting to refresh their 
Corporate Strategic Plan and is seeking 
public feedback to help guide upcoming 
planning sessions. The Strategic Plan is a 
document that includes goals and objec-
tives that guide both County Council and 
Staff in their work.

“We want to receive input from residents 
and stakeholders across Perth County to 

guide us over the coming term of council,” 
said Rhonda Ehgoetz, Warden of Perth 
County. “I encourage everyone to take a 
moment and complete the survey so we 
can ensure the plan connects to the things 
that our communities want to see.”

The public is invited to submit their 
thoughts and ideas here: www.survey-
monkey.com/r/PerthCoStratPlan by April 
2. Completion of this survey should only 

take a few minutes, and all responses will 
be anonymous in any publication of sur-
vey results.

The survey asks participants about a va-
riety of services in Perth County, such as 
the forestry program, paramedic services 
and tax policy.

“Everything we do at Perth County ties 
back to the Strategic Plan,” said Lori 
Wolfe, Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) 

of Perth County. “We align departmental 
work plans and priorities with the organi-
zational values, goals and objectives.”

Input from the survey will be used to iden-
tify key themes to guide staff and council 
as they revisit and refresh the goals and 
priorities identified in the Strategic Plan. 
This exercise will form the basis for a re-
freshed 2023-2026 Corporate Strategic 
Plan.

WO Says So: The Woes of Transportation

Perth County seeking public feedback for strategic 
plan update

Two people charged after suspicious person call

Two people were arrested and charged after a suspi-
cious person call on a residential property in Perth East 
Township on March 10.

Police were dispatched to the incident at around 12:09 
a.m. Officers arrived on scene and found a man and 
woman in a cabin on the property.

As a result of the investigation, a 31-year-old East Zor-
ra-Tavistock Township man was arrested and charged 
with “unlawfully in a dwelling house,” “fail to comply 
with probation order,” and “possession of firearm or 
ammunition contrary to prohibition order.”

A 28-year-old Stratford woman was arrested and 
charged with “unlawfully in a dwelling house,” and 
“possession of a Schedule I substance - other drugs.”

The accused were released from custody and are sched-
uled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Strat-
ford at a later date to answer to the charges.

Anyone with information about this or any incident 
should contact the Perth County Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) at 1-888-310-1122. Those who wish to re-
main anonymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-

8477 or leave an anonymous online message at www.
p3tips.com.

OPP investigate theft from Perth East business

An OPP investigation is underway after a reported 
theft at a business on Line 34 in Perth East Township.

On February 6 just after 2:15 p.m., the Perth County 
OPP responded to the incident. It was reported that an 
unknown man entered the business, conversed with 
some employees, then left out of an emergency exit 
with a Dewalt pressure washer and lawn/garden bat-
teries.

The suspect is described as a white man, wearing a 
white hoodie, blue jeans, black winter boots and black 
winter hat with a pompom on top. The vehicle is de-
scribed as an older brown Toyota Matrix.

Red lights damaged at railway crossings in Perth East

The Perth County OPP responded to reports of mis-
chief to flashing red lights on railway crossings in Perth 
East on March 8 at about 10:05 a.m. The OPP said this 
could cause a major hazard to motorists.

It was determined by officers that an unknown per-
son(s) damaged flashing red lights at multiple railway 
crossings between Forest Road and Road 108 in Perth 
East Township. The investigation is ongoing.

The OPP is reminding the public that it is considered 

trespassing to be on the tracks and those who do can be 
fined under the Trespass to Property Act and/or Trail-
way Safety Act.

OPP charge two drivers with speeding in Perth East 
within 24 hours

Police have charged two drivers with speeding within 
24 hours in Perth East.

On March 6 at about 8:37 p.m. a Perth County OPP of-
ficer stopped a vehicle travelling on Wellington Road 
86 in Perth East Township after it was found to be al-
legedly travelling 124 kilometres per hour (km/h) in a 
70 km/h limit zone.

A 21-year-old Listowel resident was charged with 
“drive motor vehicle - perform stunt - excessive speed,” 
and “driver fail to surrender licence.”

On March 7 at about 1:50 p.m., a Perth County OPP of-
ficer stopped a vehicle allegedly travelling 119 km/h in 
a 60 km/h limit zone. A 21-year-old Seguin resident was 
charged with “drive motor vehicle - perform stunt - ex-
cessive speed.”

In both incidents, police initiated a 30-day driving sus-
pension and 14-day vehicle impoundment. The accused 
drivers are scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court 
of Justice in Stratford at a later date to answer to the 
charges.

NEWS BRIEFS
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Gary West 

Over the last number of years, every-
one in the Tavistock area have always 
enjoyed the men’s club sauerkraut sup-
per in November. Well, we know it’s not 
November, but you can still buy that 
great men’s club sauerkraut for two more 
Saturdays on March 18th and March 25th 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the back of 
the Men’s Club Hall on Woodstock Street 
North.

For $5, you can get two-and-a-half pounds 

worth of the healthy sauerkraut.

Members of the long-standing club say 
they make and sell 17 to 45 gallon barrels 
every year as one of their fundraisers.

They also raise money by working the 
food booth at the Tavistock arena to sup-
port organizations like the 4-H program in 
Oxford county to name one.

New members are always welcome. If in-
terested, contact president Ken Kropf or 
any club member.

By Gary West 

The Grace United Church congregation of 
Tavistock said goodbye on Sunday, March 
12, to Reverend Young Seo.

In the words of Chris Wiffen, chair of the 
Ministry and Personal Committee for the 
church, “the many months that Reverend 
Young has been with Grace, comes to a 
close after having done a terrific job.”

In Wiffen's remarks, she said “the medita-
tions have made everyone in the congre-
gation feel that she was so easy to listen 
to, and Reverend Young brought a great 
message to church members.” She said on 
behalf of the church that Reverend Young,  
"gave [the congregation] insight into the 
cultural background of her home country 

of South Korea, after she and her husband 
Jason, moved to Canada eight years ago." 
Stating the strong faith and acceptance 
of the Christian faith that her parents in-
stilled in her is something that inspired 
all of the church members to believe in as 
well .

The Chair said the worship committee 
have Reverend Young‘s name and number 
and look forward to her joining us for the 
occasional Sunday in the future, if possi-
ble. With the presentation of a colourful 
flower bouquet and well wishes, Wiffen 
stated on behalf of the congregation of 
Grace United Church, “enjoy the beauty 
of the flowers that were presented to you 
and thank you for being part of the Grace 
Church family.

There’s still time to buy 
the Tavistock Men’s Club 
sauerkraut

Reverend Young Seo preachs 
last sermon in Tavistock’s 
Grace United Church

Three members of the Men’s club, keeping busy Saturday with a steady stream of buyers. 
They include left to right, Brian Boland, Jim Pitcher, and Roger Bender.

At the Sunday Service of Grace United Church are from left, Chris Wiffen (personal commit-
tee chair), Reverend Young Seo and Carol Young (youth co-ordinator).
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SUV LINE-UPCERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SUV LINE-UP
STRATFORD KIASTRATFORD KIA

2021 Kia Seltos EX

$31,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,087 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Nissan Pathfinder SL

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
26,618 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Hyundai Venue

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,039 km

Preferred with 
Two-Tone 

Front-Wheel-Drive

2022 Kia Soul LX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,104 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 KIA SPORTAGE LX 2023 KIA SPORTAGE LX 
FWDFWD

2022 CHEVROLET BLAZER LT 2022 CHEVROLET BLAZER LT 
AWDAWD

$37,995$37,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 13,80813,808 km km
$47,995$47,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 10,22910,229 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 
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Millson
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Business Manager
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We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 TOYOTA RAV4 LE 2023 TOYOTA RAV4 LE 
AWDAWD

$46,995$46,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 5252 km km

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wilmot received at 
least 48 messages from community 
members about the Hallman Pit, a re-
zoning application that would clear the 
way for a controversial gravel pit on 
Witmer Road in Shingletown.

These messages were made public in 
the March 6 council meeting agenda.

“I have heard that indeed it will be cost-
ly at the OLT. What is the cost of contam-
inated drinking water? Or not having 
enough drinking water?” asked Nancy 
Birss of New Dundee. “Funds could eas-
ily be raised by an event that the town-
ship and citizens could organize togeth-
er. The monies currently being spent 
on statue storage could go towards OLT 

costs.”

“I am disgusted that council, who prom-
ised the residents of the Township their 
support for our request in their election 
campaigns,” wrote Chris Fabick. “I now 
see Wilmot Township council and the 
Mayor as being dishonest, and untrust-
worthy in their word to the residents 
of Wilmot Township. Actions speak 
volumes.”

“There is already too much truck traffic 
along Queen Street leaving New Dundee, 
especially gravel trucks,” wrote Rebecca 
Murray. “They barrel through town and 
disregard the posted speed limits. Last 
year, a friend’s daughter was knocked off 
her bike into the middle of Queen by a 
gravel truck leaving the Lefarge pit, and 
badly injured.”

“The decision to set aside the previ-
ous council’s decision and to now sup-
port the applicant instead, took place 
behind closed doors. It was a backdoor 
deal,” wrote Greg and Luanne Kaster. 
“Furthermore, council members after 
having informed the applicant of the 
decision to now support the gravel pit 
application, did not see fit to inform the 
citizens of Wilmot Township, in a timely 
manner; citizens whom you were elected 
to represent.”

“While reportedly saving taxpayers 
money now, in the long run, those same 
taxpayers and their families need clean 
drinking water,” wrote Marie Pavey. 
“The long term costs of your decisions 
are enormous both financially and 
environmentally.”

In December 2019, an application was 
submitted by Rick Esbaugh of Jackson 
Harvest Farms Ltd. to rezone a 57.3 
hectare (141.6 acres) property at 1894-
1922 Witmer Road. This would allow for 
a gravel pit at that property, called the 
Hallman Pit.

In April 2022, community members 
fought the decision publicly. About 65 
people delegated to voice their concerns 
with the gravel pit, totalling about seven 
hours over the course of two meetings. 
The past council voted unanimously 
to fight against the Hallman pit at the 
Ontario Land Tribunal. The new council 
has decided they will not proceed with 
that decision.

Wilmot council receives dozens of letters 
regarding Hallman Pit
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SALESE: Vincenzo “Vince”
It is with profound sadness 
that we announce Vince’s 
passing after a brief stay 
at St. Mary’s Hospital at 
the age of 90. He will be 
deeply missed by his chil-
dren Gennaro (Ruth), Lucy, 
and Lisa, son-in-law Brian, 
grandchildren Sabrina 
(Mark), Chris (April), 
Matthew (Michelle), 
Emily (Richard), Hope 

(Stephen), Stephanie (Paul), Kathryn (Alex), and 
great-grandchildren Luke, James, Hunter, Leah, 
Leo and Briar. Survived by sisters, Giovannna 
(Pasquale, predeceased), Maria (Frank), Rita and 
sister-in-law Maria. He is predeceased by his wife 
Margherita, his daughters Teresa and Lucia, his 
brothers Antonio and Raphael, and his daughter-
in-law Cindy.

Vince immigrated to Canada in 1955 with his 
wife Margaret. He was a devoted member of Holy 
Family Roman Catholic Church and a long-time 
employee of Hahn Brass and Stanley Hardware in 
New Hamburg.

Vince was a kind and gentle man devoted to his 
family and his faith. He was a man of few words 
but always grand and generous in gestures toward 
those he loved. He loved music, travels to the East 
Coast and cooking for his family. Holidays spent 
by the water filled him with peace and brought 
back fond memories of his childhood in Italy. 
After Margaret’s passing, Vince lovingly carried 
on the tradition of Sunday gatherings for almost 
30 years. As his family continued to grow, Vince 
ensured there was always room for one more at 
his table. The many memories made at his table 
will be cherished forever. In more recent years, 
visits from his great-grandchildren brought him 
the greatest joy, unlike his beloved Toronto Maple 
Leafs who often brought him much pain and mis-
ery. In his honour, we will hold on to hope for a 
Stanley Cup win and continue to cheer them on.

The days and the years to come will not be the 
same without him, as he was the cornerstone of 
our family. However, going forward, there will be 
good days, filled with life and love, because of the 
example he lived for us. In his eyes, his greatest 
treasure was his family and just as in our hearts, 
he was ours. We will love you forever.

A Memorial Funeral Mass was celebrated at Holy 
Family R.C Parish, New Hamburg on Thursday, 
March 2, 2023 at 11:00am. Father Bob Love cele-
brant with Interment later in Riverside Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Vince 
may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
of Canada.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.mark-
jutzifuneralhomes.ca

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to 
the Mark Jutzi funeral Home, 291 Huron St. New 
Hamburg.

OBITUARY
CHRISTNER: Burton, Alan

BURTON ALAN 
CHRISTNER

February 15, 1934 – March 
11, 2023

It is with great sad-
ness that the family of 
Burt Christner, of New 
Hamburg, announces his 
passing. He passed away 
peacefully on March 11, 
2023 at St Mary’s Hospital 
in his 90th year. He was 

married to Helen (Flood) for 61 wonderful years. 
Burt will be lovingly missed by his 3 children 
Susan Faessler (Jeff), Joanne Marshall (Greg) and 
Kelly Martin (Tim). He is fondly remembered by 
all his grandchildren Trevor Faessler (Megan), 
Courtney Doyle (Pat), Paige Brown (Kirk), 
Mackenzie Irvine (Holden), Ryker Martin (Lynn), 
Jamie Haffner (Cam), and Owen Martin. His step 
grandchildren Kaylie Marshall, Jayme Marshall 
(Brad) and Keanna Marshall. Along with his 7 
great grandchildren Declan, Novy Doyle, Jeromy, 
Cody, Arden Martin, June and Sydney Haffner. 
He is survived by his many brother/sisters in law 
Leonard Flood, Olive Roth, Dorothy Honderich 
(Brian), Earl Flood (Sylvia), Marion Ancic (Fred), 
Murray Flood (Judy), Gladys Divell (Dave), Jane 
Flood, Sandy Fedy (Brian), Wendy Fair (Pat), 
Cheryl Chanski (Bill) and Marg Flood. His de-
ceased brother Bob’s two children Tom Christner 
(Teri) and Dave Christner (Sheri)

Burt was predeceased by his brothers Bill 
Christner, Ray Christner and Bob Christner 
(Dianne) and brothers/sisters in law Gloria and 
Bob Hobden, Vernon Flood, Andy Flood, Burt 
Flood, Dianne Flood, Orla and Louie Brenner

Burt started his career as an auto mechanic for 
Morrison Motors then on to Bob Starr Motors. 
Later in life Burt was a school bus service me-
chanic he also drove a school bus, which he loved 
to do until he retired. During his retirement 
he enjoyed spending his time with family and 
friends, he enjoyed playing cards and being at the 
‘lodge’ (built by Burt) and driving his tractor at 
the farm

Exceptional care provided by Dr Rennie over the 
past 20+ years

Special thank you to our family Dr McMillian

Relatives and friends were received at Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home for visitation on Monday March 13 
2023 from 2pm – 4pm and 6pm – 8pm. A funeral 
service took place on Tuesday March 14, 2023 at 
1:30 pm at Zion United Church – celebration of 
life afterwards.

Expressions of sympathy and donations can be 
made to the Zion United Church (New Hamburg) 
and the Heart and Stroke Foundation.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
MERKLINGER, Geoline

Geoline Jean Merklinger, 
95, of Tavistock passed 
away at The Maples Home 
for Seniors in Tavistock 
on Friday, March 10, 2023. 
She was born in South 
Easthope Township, Perth 
County on March 17, 
1927 a daughter of the 
late Andrew and Rosey 
(Wagner) Herman. 

Geoline was a Pharmacy 
Technician and had worked at Tavistock IDA 
Pharmacy for 22 years. She was a life long mem-
ber of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Sebastopol-Tavistock. 

She married George Theodore Merklinger at 
Sebastopol on July 30, 1949. He predeceased her 
on April 4, 1986. She was predeceased by her son, 
George Merklinger in 2019. 

Geoline is survived by her daughter and son-in-
law, Rosemary and Michael Fidler of Woodstock; 
her daughter-in-law, Shirley Merklinger of 
Kelowna, BC; two grandsons, Geordon Fidler 
(Amanda Getchell), Scott Fidler (Deb Tait); great 
granddaughter, Mazie Fidler; several nieces, 
nephews and their families.

She was predeceased by three sisters, Marie 
Herman (in infancy), Marcella Herman, Verda 
Merklinger and her husband Frank; several 
“Merklinger” brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law.

There will be no funeral home visitation or fu-
neral service. A private family graveside service 
will be held at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Cemetery, Sebastopol-Tavistock later in the 
spring. 

A special “Thank You” is extended to the 
Management and Staff of The Maples Home for 
Seniors and to Dr. Barbara Lee Cowing for the 
loving care given to Geoline.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sebastopol-
Tavistock would be appreciated and may be made 
through the Francis Funeral Home by calling 
519-655-2431. Personal condolences can be post-
ed at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

COMMUNITY —

 A Heartfelt THANK YOU to the Shakespeare Fire 
Dept. and Perth County Paramedic services for 

responding to our emergency on 
Sunday January 29th.

Your prompt response and care for our 
well-being was greatly appreciated!

Thanks again,
The Yantzi Family

Thank you!
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

March 16: Happy birthday to Emery Roy (11), Peyton 
Zehr (12), Harlyn Lange (13), and Izac Blum (20).

March 17: Happy birthday to Danielle Campbell (17), 
Matthew Furlong (19), Lauryn Reibling (22), and Kristen 
Cook.

March 18: Happy birthday to Simon Ruby (15), Blake Zehr 
(15), Karlee Satchell (16), Reeve Hohl and Bruce Yausie.

March 19: Happy birthday to Lennix Graham (4), Oliver 
Smith (4), Charlotte Hunt (9), Aubree Diehl (10), Owen 
Bender (12), and Cindy Larsen.

March 20: Happy birthday to Kevin Zehr, Paul Heinbuch, 
Jack Holdsworth, and Brock Pellow, and anniversary for 
Clare and Brenda Wettlaufer (52nd).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming 
up? Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilm-
otpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniver-
saries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) A traditional Irish stew contains which 
meat? 

2) To make an Irish coffee, what alcohol 
ingredient would you use? 

3) Which Irish Saint is said to have discovered 
America a thousand years before Columbus? 

4) During which years did the Irish Potato 
Famine take place? 

5) In what year was the Easter Rising? 

6) What is the Capital of the Republic of 
Ireland? 

7) Which Irish poet was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in 1923? 

8) Lady in Red is most famous for which Irish 
singer-songwriter? 

9) Name the only Irish cyclist to have won the 
Tour de France? 

10) How long is a presidential term in 
Ireland?

Answers found on page 22

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

March 6-13, 2013 Edition (10 years ago)

One year after the tragic deaths of 10 mi-
grant workers at a crash in Hampstead, 
Perth East Fire Chief Bill Hunter addressed 
a group of area firefighters to review fire 
service protocols and offer an analysis of 
the actions of the response teams that at-
tended to the incident. Tavistock Fire Chief 
Paul Roth said, “It is always useful to hear of 
how other departments handle difficult or 
horrific scenes. It reminds us that we could 
be in a similar situation at any moment, 
and helps us prepare mentally for what we 
could face.”

South Easthope Mutual Insurance Company 
President and CEO Frank Rider and board 
chairman John Mackay presented Tavistock 
Recreation Facilities Board chairman Brett 
Schultz with a cheque for $25,000 for the 
Queen’s Park “The Royal Reno” project last 
week.

March 3-10, 2003 Edition (20 years ago)

This could have been a history making game 
on Saturday night in Tavistock when the 
Royals played Milverton in the first game 
of the three-out-of-five Senior A playoffs. 
There was not one penalty assessed in the 
entire game, icing the puck was waved off 
for almost the entire game, and you could 
count the body checks on one finger. To say 
it was a lack lustre game would be an un-
derstatement. It was most likely the short-
est regulation time game in Senior A this 

year, taking less than an hour and forty-five 
minutes to play. The game ended 13-6 for 
Tavistock, with Mike Woodley scoring 4 
goals and 2 assists, and Mike McGuire net-
ting 3 goals and 2 assists.

What’s the fastest growing sport in Cana-
da? Lacrosse! The native American sport 
that was contrived to peacefully settle dif-
ferences between tribes hundreds of years 
ago has come of age. With the commercial 
success of teams like the Toronto Rock in 
the MILL league, youngsters all across the 
nation have exhibited a renewed interest in 
the sport. Here in Tavistock, a recreational 
league began in 2001 under the initiative 
of Jacqui Kalbfleisch. Her son Dan, and his 
friends, began playing in backyards, and 
later in the local schoolyard. As interest 
grew, Jacqui looked to renting the arena and 
forming the Tavistock Minor Lacrosse As-
sociation which now prepares for its third 
season.

March 9-16, 1983 Edition (40 years ago)

Several robins and kildeer have been not-
ed in the vicinity and with the Spring-like 
weather one can only hope that the “winter” 
is almost over although snow has been pre-
dicted for Thursday.

The Tavistock Braves defeated Lucan Irish 
7-1 on Monday night to take their best-of-
seven playoff series in four straight games. 
Jeff Kaufman and Paul Albrecht led the 
Braves with two goals each. Brad Zehr, Kev-
in Reiger and Steve Neeb each scored one. 
Tavistock will now meet the winner of the 
Howick-Wiarton series in the next round.

Bob Gladding, Jr. writes in his editorial: At-
tending the businessman’s breakfast last 

Wednesday morning at the Board of Trade 
Building got me thinking about what ben-
efits shopping at home in Tavistock has on 
our collective lives. Often we see people 
travelling distances for retail goods that 
could be had right here in our own commu-
nity … The next time you plan a shopping 
trip to the city consider all the implications 
upon our local economy. If your local retail-
er doesn’t have an item you desire ask him 
if he can get it for you. It may surprise you 
that he is much more flexible than you re-
alized. In the long run by working together 
in our community, we will all benefit, and 
that’s really why we choose to live here.

March 13, 1963 Edition (60 years ago)

Clarence J. Steinman was advised late Mon-
day afternoon by Wallace Nasbitt, Oxford’s 
Member of Parliament, that the site for a 
new post office for Tavistock has been ap-
proved. The property is located at the cor-
ner of Woodstock and Maria Streets, and 
is owned by Bert C. Ratz. The present Post 
Office is located in a building about 200 
feet south of the new site, and is leased 
from Gordon Krug. The Tavistock Post Of-
fice serves about 1,200 persons in the vil-
lage, and as well is the distributing point for 
Rural Routes One, Two and Three and Six, 
Tavistock.

For the next three or four issues of The Ga-
zette, the old style newspaper stock will be 
used. The company from whom the paper 
was being purchased has discontinued its 
manufacture, but has shipped sufficient 
to allow for its continuance until other ar-
rangements could be made by the 50-odd 
weekly newspapers throughout Ontario us-
ing it.

The Old Gazettes
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COMMUNITY —
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Sportage2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Progress on New Hamburg 
commercial plaza

Red hat ladies visit New 
Hamburg Lanes

The progress on the commercial plaza on Union Street in New Hamburg as of early March. 
The development is owned by Voisin Development Ltd., and ongoing construction Nith Val-
ley Construction Ltd. The building began in summer 2022, and is expected to be completed 
this year by early summer. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner) 

The “Red Hat Ladies” visited New Hamburg Lanes on Friday, March 10. They are made up 
of ladies age 50 and above from Morningside Retirement Community in New Hamburg. It is 
part of an international social organization called the Red Hat Society. The group organizes 
events about once a month, and visits New Hamburg Lanes about once a year. They enjoyed 
some bowling, Twice the Deal New Hamburg pizzas, and Baden Coffee. (Photo credit: New 
Hamburg Lanes)
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Sponsored by:

�����������������

Across
1. Fragrance
6. Freezing
10. Stringed instrument
14. Vagabonds
15. "Tosca" tune
16. And others, for short
17. Blue-pencils
18. Vestments, e.g.
19. Emergency CB channel
20. Biblical embodiment of longevity
22. Urgent request
23. Strong joe
24. Winged
26. Shamrock shade
29. ___ tube
31. Troy story
32. It's handed down
36. Loch ___
37. Party for grads
38. Get ___ shape
39. Juicy fruit
41. Pine exudation
42. Foe
43. Sta� symbols
44. Euphrates' counterpart
47. Drench
48. Caddie's o�ering
49. Partied
56. Goodyear product
57. Dentist's directive
58. Poem of lament
59. Cold war initials
60. Care for
61. Small �nch
62. Tom Jones's "___ a Lady"
63. Kennedy and Turner
64. Have a feeling

Down
1. "Excuse me ..."
2. Was a passenger
3. Final notice
4. Sweater eater
5. Took, as responsibility
6. Locked up
7. Face-to-face exam
8. Italian money
9. Experts (2 wds)
10. Women-only gatherings (2 wds)
11. Leaning
12. Indian dignitary
13. Implore
21. Bright light
25. Floral necklace
26. Elation
27. Reduced Instruction Set Computer
28. Maritime folks
29. O. Henry specialty
30. Appoint
31. Bed-and-breakfast
32. Quick haircut
33. Research facil.
34. Elevator inventor
35. Alternative to smoking
37. Small town on the north shore of the 
Saint Lawrence River (Ontario)
40. Singer DiFranco
41. Keep in check
43. Steal from
44. New Testament book
45. March marchers
46. Highland plant
47. Ships
50. Fencer's blade
51. Extend credit
52. Sheltered, at sea
53. Cousin of a gull
54. Protection
55. Fraction of a newton

���������������������������������

PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

COMMUNITY —
300 lbs of toiletries 
donated to Parkwood 
Veteran Hospital

38 Wilmot Cub Scout Leader of New Hamburg, Wayne Simpson, along with Crosby Ste-
phens for the 38th Kitchener Scout donated 300 pounds of toiletries and other items to 
Parkwood Veteran Hospital in London. Wayne has been the leader in New Hamburg for more 
than 28 years and part of the 38 Wilmot cubs and scouts. Veteran Reginald Simpson accept-
ed the donation on behalf of Parkwood Hospital at the cenotaph in New Hamburg. Reginald 
will also be helping out with the Waterloo Regional Police Service to find homeless veterans 
to support. Anyone who wants to donate can contact Wayne Simpson at 519-501-3236 or by 
email wsimpson023@gmail.com. (Photos contributed)

Pet of the Week
DUKE

Our Pet of the Week is is Duke, 
a nine-year-old German Shepard 

owned by Jordan and Anna 
Wickens of Wellesley. He is very 

calm and loves long walks. 

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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COMMUNITY —

N.H. INC.
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���	���������������	��� Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

INCOME TAX
RETURNS

Personal, Farm & Business Returns, Free Pick-up and Delivery
NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

APPROVED E-FILER
RON HILL & ASSOCIATES

965326 Maplewood Sd
84 Woodstock St., S., Tavistock

519-462-2812

By Marlene Knezevich

We have come a long way from March 
11th, 2020, planting 100 trees in our first 
(COVID-19) year to planting 1066 trees/
shrubs and 600 tree seedlings in our own 
tree nursery last year. Instructional videos 
of ‘How to Plant a Tree,’ ‘How to Prune a 
tree,’ and more were created and posted 
on our YouTube channel.  

Our strong partnership continues with 
Wilmot Township. We celebrated receiving 
a $163,000 2 Billion Tree Grant Capacity 
Building from Natural Resources Canada 
over two years. The grant provides the op-
portunity to grow LTW even more.  

What are we up to this year? Of course, we 
are planting more trees, but it is critical 
that the trees we plant survive. Working 
with the Township, we are exploring 
the best methods of watering the new-
ly planted trees for their first two years. 
Monitoring the survival rates and tree 
health will be a larger part of our pro-
gramming. More educational videos will 
be created and shared beyond our own 
tree planting community. We have strong 
ties with Trees for Woolwich and Reep 

Green Solutions (Kitchener).  

Our tree nursery will expand by another 
800 seedlings in April. This project is im-
portant as the industry has a shortage of 
native trees and soon, we will be able to 
use our own stock.  

Save-the-date for spring tree plantings 
events. April 22nd (afternoon), May 7th 
(afternoon) and May 13th (morning). 
Dean Peachey’s LTW Project Committee 
team has been planning since last fall with 
Mike Yost, Certified Arborist and Kerry 
Schutten, selecting species, sourcing and 

ordering trees. Where are we planting? On 
April 22th, in tandem with Wilmot Tree 
Giveaway by Wilmot Township, we will 
complete planting by Wilmot Recreation 
Complex’s triangle along the highway 
with about 200 trees. In the future, as the 
trees mature, the area will provide a great 
noise buffer, windbreak and wildlife cor-
ridor. We are trying something new with a 
Sunday afternoon planting at the request 
of some residents. We will be planting at 
Scott Park (30 – 40 trees) and Catherine 
Street Park (100+), New Hamburg around 
its perimeter. Our last spring planting on 
May 13th will be at Baden Sand Hills with 
approximately 150-200 trees surrounding 
the parking lot and the roadside pathway. 
For more information and to register, see 
EventBrite/Let’s Tree Wilmot.  

Thank you to our other partner Nith 
Valley EcoBoosters and all the residents 
of Wilmot Township for your enthusiastic 
support.  

Let’s Tree Wilmot is a project of Wilmot 
Horticultural Society (WHS). See our web-
site and Facebook pages for latest events 
and learning opportunities.  

Happy Third Birthday Let’s Tree Wilmot! (LTW)

Let's Tree Wilmot Tree Pruning Workshop

Let's Tree Wilmot held a Tree Pruning Workshop on a beautiful sunny Saturday, March 11th afternoon at New Dundee Community Park. Sixteen area residents attended. LTW's Certified 
Arborist Mike Yost briefly covered the basics of tree pruning such as time of year, why to prune and how. This was followed by all having hands-on experience using the LTW equipment 
and the park trees. It was a great afternoon with lots of questions, discussion and plans to have a fruit tree pruning session in the fall. See Let's Tree WilmotYouTube channel for How To 
Pruning videos with Mike. (Photos contributed)
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Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

111 Holley Avenue, Tavistock
ARE YOU DREAMING OF A NEWER BUNGALOW?? Why build new when you can move right into 
this stunning brick and stone bungalow built in 2020 located in a desirable neighborhood. This 
lovely custom built home offers many upgraded features including 9 ft ceilings on the main 
level, quartz counter tops, kitchen pantry, glued down vinyl plank flooring, in floor heat in the 
basement and heated baths and walk in closet floor on the main level, covered deck, and so 
much more. Right from the moment you pull in the driveway you will be impressed, this amazing 
home offers 1530 square feet on the main floor plus a fully finished basement. Features include, 
2 + 2, bedrooms, 3 full baths, primary bedroom with walk in closet and 4 pc ensuite, main floor 
laundry, open concept main floor with a gas fireplace, walk out from the primary bedroom and 
dinette area to a covered maintenance free deck and fully fenced private rear yard, great for 
your children or your pets, and room for that pool you have always wanted. The lower level offers 
2 legal bedrooms, finished family room and a full bath, potential for a in law suite if needed. An 
added bonus to this property is a fully insulated and heated garage with a basement walk up. 
If you are looking for your ideal retirement home, or tired of that big 2 storey home, this home 
might be just what you have been looking for. Call today to view, you will not be disappointed. 
MLS#40386193 $949,900

NEW LISTING

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

Mornington is looking for a Sales & Service Representative 
to provide the link between us and our new fibre community in Tavistock, 
working in our newly purchased and renovated store on Woodstock St S. 
You will match the needs of potential customers with our products, and build 
relationships and trust within the community. 

Why work for Mornington?
• Wage starting at $19.80/hr
• RRSP program
• Comprehensive health benefits
• Wellness program
• Staff discounts on services
• Continuing education support 

The job
• Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5:30 pm 
• High school diploma
• Valid driver’s license and reliable vehicle
• Retail and sales experience would be an asset
• Friendly, reliable, and punctual

Other duties include responsibility for balancing transactions, inventory 
management, maintaining store appearance, responding to customer 
questions/problem solving, and being a Mornington Ambassador in the local 
community by attending tradeshows and events. 

Mornington Communications is a 104-year-old telecommunications company 
that was established in Milverton, and is focused on connecting local 
communities to world class services and providing exceptional customer 
service. 
 
Please send your cover letter and resume to hr@mornington.ca.

mornington.ca 
800 250 8750

Show Us Your Wilmot Free skids

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This picture shows another beautiful view of New Hamburg’s iconic waterwheel. (Photo 
credit: Andrew George Grant) 

Free skids are available at Richmond Heating & Air Conditioning, a furnace store at 2633 
Herrgott Road in St. Clements as of Monday, March 13. (Photo credit: Dave Richmond)
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vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Mar 17th -7:30 pm

Monday, Mar 20th* -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE *If Necessary

By Lee Griffi

Tavistock was rolling along after the first 
two games of its first-round Doherty 
Division series with Woodstock, but games 
three and four were rude awakenings that 
Woodstock isn't going away.

The Navy Vets hammered the Braves 
6-2 in Woodstock Tuesday night and 7-2 
in Tavistock on Sunday to tie their first-
round Doherty Division series at two 
wins apiece. On Sunday, the Braves were 
down 5-0 at the game's halfway point and 
couldn't recover, dropping a 7-2 decision 
as Woodstock cut Tavistock's series lead to 
2-1.

Zehr says there weren't many positives in 
game three. "Obviously, not the effort we 
were looking for in a game with a chance 
to take a real stranglehold on the series. 
We started the game lacking any kind of 
jump and allowed Woodstock to get an 
early lead which made us chase the game 
the rest of the afternoon. Anytime you 
start chasing a game like that, mistakes 
big and little add up, and they were able 
to capitalize on them." He adds the team 
just needs to move on. "The beauty of the 
playoffs is you have to have short memo-
ries. Win or lose, our focus has to be on to 
the next game and focusing on what needs 
to be done to win. We will put that game 
behind us."

Will Schlotzhauer, with his second of 
the playoffs, cut the deficit to 5-1 at the 
12:34 mark of the second on a goal from 
Ryan Suljack and Jameson Ritz-Teiexeira. 
Woodstock would score the next two be-
fore Nathan Yeck's marker from Tyler 
Brezynskie rounded out the scoring.

The Braves took game one at home by a 
5-4 count and were led by Connor Otto 
with a goal and an assist. Fellow lo-
cal Schlotzhauer added a goal as did 
Brezynskie and Zach Gladding while Ian 
Glendinning's marker with less than three 
minutes remaining in the third period was 
the game winner. The Braves outshot the 
Navy Vets 37-29.

In Woodstock on Friday, the home team 
outshot Tavistock by a 48-26 count, in-
cluding ten to four in the extra period, 
but the Braves stole a 4-3 win. Brezynskie 
scored the overtime winner on a power-
play from Luke Fanjoy and Owen Rahn. 
Carter McKay and Christian Bergmann 
had two points each for the Braves, while 
Jeff Kernichan earned the win in goal.

Zehr says he really liked the team's start to 
the series. "We came in prepared, knowing 
we need to get our game to the next level 
to win a playoff series. It's no surprise to 
us that these games are close, keeping our 
composure in these tight games and mak-
ing sure we are making the right plays, 
limiting mistakes is a must." Tavistock 

players have made a big contribution to 
the playoffs so far, something Zehr says 
is key. "Absolutely, it's always been our 
goal to use depth as an advantage, we 
have been short some key players the first 
three games, so having guys in the line-
up step up and contribute Is a promising 
sign."

Game five is set for Friday night in 
Tavistock at 7:30, and game and game six, 
goes Saturday in Woodstock.

Applejacks Take Commanding Lead over 
Shamrocks

It hasn't been easy, but Wellesley has tak-
en a 3-0 lead on Hespeler. The Applejacks 
won 4-2, 2-1, and 6-3, with game four 
scheduled for Wednesday of this week, 
just before the Gazette's deadline.

Merchants Lead Mounties

Norwich won the first three games in easy 
fashion by scores of 10-4, 6-4, and 4-1 
before Paris bounced back to take game 
four by a 5-3 count at home on Tuesday. 
Game five is set for Thursday, March 17 
in Norwich.

By Lee Griffi

Fifth-place Tavistock finished off first-place Seaforth 
in their Western Ontario Athletic Association AA 
semi-final series on Saturday night, taking the series 
in six games.

The Royals won game six in dramatic fashion with an 
overtime goal by Sean Kienapple after a perfect feed 
from Patrick Vulgan. “It was a great pass by Paddy 
and basically just a quick release, get it on, get it up. 
We’ve been hitting a lot of posts but that one went in,” 
says Kienapple. He adds the playoff success for the 
team was due. “It’s been a huge post-season run here 
for us. It’s been a while since we’ve had this. The last 
few years the front office has put in a lot of work and 
it’s paying off.”

Tavistock jumped out to a quick 1-0 lead on a goal 
from Callen Christner with assists going to Trevor 
Sauder and Mike Noyes but Seaforth would score two 
in a row to take a 2-1 lead. The Royals tied it at 2 on 
a goal from Drew Gerth and the teams traded goals 
after that but Seaforth’s Kurtis Bartilff gave them a 
4-3 lead with eight and a half minutes left in regu-
lation. Christner forced overtime with just under six 
minutes remaining setting the stage for Kienapple’s 
heroics. Jensen Van Boekel stopped 35 shots to earn 
another playoff win. 

Head Coach Brad Stere says the win is one for the 
record books. “The guys kept their focus, and we 
needed it as Seaforth gave us a hell of a game. That 
has to rank as one of the all-time great games for 
the Royals. The fans sure got their moneys worth. I 
thought we handled the adversity well and we would 

not be denied taking the game. When Cal tied it up, 
I had a good feeling we could pull it out. But again, 
Jensen Van Boekel had to make a few huge saves to 
keep us in it.” He adds the winning goal was textbook 
offensive hockey. “The final goal was a huge play by 
all the guys on the ice. The de getting it up to Vulgan 
for the breakout. Vulgan taking it wide. Sean Leslie 
was critical in driving the net and giving Kienapple 
the space to get his shot away and if you give Kieno 
space he will bury it. It was a beauty.”

On the road Friday the Royals earned a 2-0 win with 
Jensen Van Boekel getting the shutout. Deven Kropf 
scored both goals for Tavistock in the third period, 
the first unassisted at the 18:14 mark and the second 
from Christner and Collin Hartwick with 3:35 left. 
The Centenaires had two powerplay opportunities 
in the last frame, but Seaforth was unable to score. 
Stere says Kropf was a game changer. “He had a gutsy 
effort on the first goal after blocking a shot then kept 
going to get the puck to the net. We lost Deven last 
year in the Seaforth series to injury, so he seems to 
be playing with a little extra. He is a huge part of our 
success.”

The Royals now take on the second-place Ripley 
Wolves in the WOAA AA Championship Series. The 
schedule hasn’t been finalized but it will be available 
at https://woaaseniorhockey.com/. 

“We match up well with them. Ripley beat us in the 
our one meeting. We just cannot go into this last se-
ries thinking that we have already won. They are a  
very good team and will be just as hungry as us,” says 
Stere.

Royals Complete Upset Win, Move into 
Championship Series

PJHL Playoff Roundup 
Braves Jump out to 2 – 0 Series Lead but Routed in Games 3 and 4 
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By Lee Griffi

There may still be snow on the ground and hockey on 
the ice, but the Tavistock Tornadoes Youth Soccer Club 
has been busy behind the scenes preparing for the 
spring and summer. 

Marlow Gingerich is the organization’s convenor and 
says enrolment is on a record pace. “As of March 14, we 
already have 282 players registered, which is now equal 
to our total year end numbers from last year. We are see-
ing strong and early interest. This is the highest number 
we have seen at mid-March in any year.” He adds they 
have already capped Tuesday Beginners, Wednesday 
Beginners, and U7 Tuesday and Thursday. “There are a 
couple more very close to maximum capacity,” he adds.

The club’s executive members are all returning for the 
season, something Gingerich says means stability and 
experience. “Dave Kerfoot manages the website and 
online registration portal, Jason Bullock manages the 
registration process and banking, Andrew and Candice 
Sauder organize the equipment and jerseys, Jon Ross 
oversees the referees and lines people, Matt Bender is 
responsible for sign sponsorship, Melissa Church orga-
nizes our fundraisers and promotion, Marlow Gingerich 
acts as convener and treasurer.” The executive meets 
monthly in winter and early spring, and most of these 
executive members also coach once the season begins. 
“We intend to hire a Student Helper again this year, and 
it is a paid position. We will also look to assign a lead 
volunteer coordinator to our Special Needs Program.”

The club has been fortunate to have a tremendous 
amount of funding from local organizations and busi-
nesses, something Gingerich says is continuing this 
season. “Optimist Club of Tavistock has been a strong 
supporter of our travel jerseys. Tim Hortons has already 
supplied our house league shirts, shorts, and socks. 
Raymer Financial is the exclusive sponsor to our Special 
Needs Program. Two more sponsorship conversations 
are in the works, but other inquiries are welcome, and 
we can customize what the sponsor dollars are allocated 
to.” There are also 20 sign sponsors at the Optimist Park, 

something Gingerich says they are very thankful for.

Despite the many successes over the years, the capaci-
ty of existing fields is becoming a concern for the club. 
“As we grow our volume of players, we are constantly 
challenged with getting enough field space. We expect 
that four age groups this year will get to the point of 
being capped, and therefore, we would not be able to 
accept any more. We need more field space as we con-
tinue to grow.” Gingerich is hopeful one of his executive 
members will attend meetings with the recently created 
Recreation Advisory Committee.

Gingerich, in his eighteenth year as convener, hasn’t 
had a child play soccer in about five years but says he 
continues to simply enjoy what he’s doing. “I have seen 
this organization grow tremendously in the time I have 
spent with it, and the executive has worked on the de-
tails of running a progressive club. I fully recognize that 
to run the club properly, you need ambitious people who 
want to help. We do not have terms for executive posi-
tions, meaning you stay for as long as you want to and 
you feel you are contributing, but as soon as you don’t 
want to participate any more, you are free to leave. This 
model has meant that all of the executives is engaged 
and working in the same direction.”

There has been some instability with other Intercounty 
Soccer League centres coming out of COVID. Gingerich 
says all clubs in the league are coming back, but at var-
ious levels. “Some clubs find it hard to round out old-
er teams. Finding enough older referees was a tension 
last year and may be again this year. In 2020, our entire 
league shut down for one year because of the pandem-
ic, then in 2021, we had a small number of games but 
only later in the year. 2022 ran as usual, but we could 
see the dent that the previous two years left in skill 
development.”

Registration remains open at https://tavistocksoccer.
com/ for teams that are not capped, but late fees are 
now being charged. “We will need to declare the num-
ber of travel teams to our league on March 20, and af-
ter that date, we will be committed to a certain travel 

team profile. The club is also actively looking for more 
coaches for U7 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, as well as 
for some of the Beginner groups,” says Gingerich.

One of the reasons the club has been able to grow its 
numbers is because of the value for service it provides 
to the Tavistock and area community. “The cost to par-
ticipate is reasonable, and the playing schedule is set to 
certain days of the week so families can plan ahead. Our 
league does not plan any tournaments or league games 
on long weekends, which proves to be desirable. Also, 
our ‘No One Gets Left Behind Policy’ works in collabo-
ration with local families and service clubs and charities 
to help families that are experiencing financial hard-
ship and want their kids to play soccer,” says Gingerich.

Tavistock Soccer Readying for 2023 Season

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Now at Mens Club 
building 78 Woodstock 

St N, Tavistock, ON
Saturday 11-2 pm | March 11, 18, 25 

2 1/2 lb bag  @ $5.00 per bag

For further details 
Contact Ross Schumm 

(519)-535-3201

SAUERKRAUT SAUERKRAUT 
SALESSALES

NEW HAMBURG
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�����������������������������������������������Our store is closed for the season. Thanks 
to all our customers for their business, and 

enjoyable visits. Mort hopes to see 
everyone this fall! See you in September.

Kathy, Joanne and Pam
Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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Costa Rica is one of my favourite 
countries. It’s a nation with a heart, 
a place where education and liter-
acy is vastly more important that 
military might, where the envi-
ronment is given the importance 
it deserves – and absolutely re-
quires – and where a wide variety 
of eco-systems exist within a rela-
tively small area.

Literacy? The country has no 
standing army, investing instead 
in education and universal health 
care. The literacy rate tops 98%! 

The environment? Costa Rica has 
set a 2050 target of total decarbon-
ization. It has regrown large areas 
of rainforest in the past three de-
cades.

As a nation that is home to about 
half a million unique species – 
about 5% of the species on earth 
– Costa Rica celebrates, nurtures 
and defends biodiversity.

You have got to love a country 
like that. And you have to respect 
people like Pedro Belmar and 
Vera Zeledon, founders of Hotel 
Belmar, who have led the way in 
this emphasis on environmental 
sustainability. They opened their 
boutique hotel in 1985, well before 
international attention was so fo-
cused on protecting the environ-
ment , with a firm commitment to 
sustainability.

Hotel Belmar is situated in the 
cloud forest mountains of Mon-

teverde. When it opened, it was the 
first eco-focused hotel in the re-
gion. Today, it’s still a family busi-
ness, now managed by the couple’s 
children, Pedro and Soledad. The 
hotel is dedicated to creating op-
portunities that first honor the en-
vironment and then allow guests 
to connect with nature.

The hotel property also includes 
the country’s first carbon-neutral 
farm.

Pedro Belmar, son the founders, 
and today’s General Manager, talk-
ed about the inclusive vision that 
led to the creation of the hotel. 
“As the first upscale eco-hotel in 
the Monteverde region, it has al-
ways been important to integrate 
sustainability practices into our 
hotel's operation from the very 
beginning. It was clear to us that 
the wellbeing of our business, 
the natural surroundings and the 
community were all intertwined. 
Monteverde is our home, and for 
my family and the community it is 
important to see children grow up 
in a healthy environment.”

The Belmar’s commitment to sus-
tainability has meant an on-going 
and up to date focus on innovation. 
Pedro told me, “For the past seven 

years, Hotel Belmar has received 
the Carbon Neutral Certification 
and the property was actually car-
bon negative in 2022, meaning we 
effectively sequestered more car-
bon than we emitted. As carbon 
becomes an ever-increasing con-
cern, we plan to continue to build 
on the already advanced practices 
we employ.”

And he pointed to the latest inno-
vation. “Our robust regenerative 
dining program has recently in-
corporated Cerveceria Belmar, our 
onsite brewery, using the grains 
brewed for the beer as feed for the 
farm animals at the hotel's farm, 
Finca Madre Tierra. In addition, 
food waste from the hotel's juice 
bar, its restaurant Restaurante Ce-
lajes and Cerveceria Belmar are 
composted and used as fertilizer 
in the property's onsite organic 
gardens and Finca Madre Tierra.”

The environmental emphasis is 
impressive but the Belmars have 
found a way to combine sustain-
ability with luxury. All of the 26 
guest rooms and suites include 
private terraces or balconies with 
views of the cloud forest and the 
Nicoya Peninsula. What they don’t 
include are televisions. “Guests are 
invited to disconnect from their 

busy lives and enjoy nature and 
the beautiful surroundings.”

Not surprisingly, given the focus 
on wellness, the Hotel Belmar in-
cludes a glass-walled spa and yoga 
classes.

I was delighted to discover that, 
in addition to the Hotel Belmar’s 
focus on the environment, the 
Belmar family is also committed 
to supporting the arts. The hotel 
hosts an “Artist Residency Pro-
gram” through which local and 
international artists are invited to 
live at the hotel for a period of two 
or three weeks. Pedro says, “We 
welcome artists with a particular 
interest in nature; in the cultural 
realities of Monteverde; and/or in 
the particular social experience of 
a Hotel. Artists could be seeking to 
work in drawing, painting, sculp-
ture, writing, performance or other 
art forms.”

The program is rooted in the fun-
damental philosophy of the hotel. 
“Our belief is that art is wonder-
fully beneficial for the advance-
ment of knowledge, and for com-
munity-building through creative 
experimentation. Therefore, our 
artists in residence will be encour-
aged to offer workshops and hold 

open studio hours to share their 
work with our diverse interna-
tional clientele and with the local 
community.”

At the end of the program, artists 
are expected to present their work 
in a public exhibition or a similar 
activity to display their completed 
work. The hotel reserves the right 
to select two works to keep for its 
archives.

I love the idea – and no, I have not 
applied to the program. Not yet, 
anyway.

I know the place sounds some-
thing close to ideal, but Pedro 
Belmar says there is still more to 
come: “We are very excited about 
sustainable food systems and all 
the opportunities we see ahead to 
deepen practices surrounding it. 
In addition, we will be integrating 
cutting-edge sustainable architec-
ture as part of our upcoming proj-
ects.”

If you would like to know more 
about Hotel Belmar, check out 
https://hotelbelmar.net.

Paul Knowles is an author and trav-
el writer. To contact Paul about trav-
el, his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A dual commitment to the environment and to the arts

By Paul Knowles

The Hotel Belmar, nestled in the cloud forest.The architecture is a marriage of Alpine chateau and Costa Rican design.

Letters to the Editor:
We know that hospitals were funded by local commu-
nities for years, including after the province of Ontar-
io took them over, recognizing that public health is a 
right and can only be properly delivered by publicly 
owned and managed hospitals.

Now we have a government intent on selling off or 
giving away hospitals to profit-driven, privatizing 
companies. Why would anyone think this a good idea? 
Private joint and eye surgery clinics have been caught 
red-handed billing extra, even double billing, for rou-
tine procedures. What would prevent private hospitals 
from charging the kinds of fees that lead to bankrupt-
cies among the sick and injured in the USA?

It is time to fight for fully public hospitals as if your 
life depends on it. (Well, it may, actually). Talk to write 
to the local MPP. Join the local health coalition or the 
Ontario Health Coalition directly.

Thank you, and others will thank you too.

Bryan Smith,

Sweaburg

--------------------------------------------------------- 

The Dust Won't Settle

On March 6th, it was a virtual reality nightmare, 
watching Mayor Salonen share how she and Wilm-
ot's councillors misrepresented their position to up-
hold the previous Wilmont council's decision, that is: 
to DENY the Hallman pit application. Going behind 
closed doors to seal the deal left a dusty film in the 
hearts, minds and mouths of those who had put their 
trust in them, including Citizens for Safe Ground Wa-
ter (CSGW). The environmental impact on air qual-
ity for those living nearby is a serious matter, as is 
the continuing practice of aggregate approvals and 

its devastation on much needed farmland. Sweeping 
those concerns aside is irresponsibly and not the kind 
of leadership that was promised.

It now goes to the Ontario Land Tribunal. Help stop 
the destruction of Wilmot, and Ontario by following 
this process closely as it moves on to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal. See OLT (Ontario Land Tribunal) next dates 
below. A moratorium on aggregates is desperately 
needed in Ontario as this case so clearly demonstrates.

The third pre-hearing on April 25th at 10 a.m. (vir-
tual).

Mark your calendar and plan to tune in! CSGW will 
have a link.

The OLT Hearing begins October 31st.

Kim Dechene,

Cambridge
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH/APRIL 2023

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wilmot Lions / Lioness invited 
Amiera Black and her mother, Jennifer, 
to tell their story about Ameria’s 
accomplishments.

In fall 2022, Ameria entered the 
World Down Syndrome Swimming 
Championships in Albufeira, Portugal. 
She won eight medals and has a goal in 
the future to continue to reach higher. 
These medals include: junior gold - 100 

metre freestyle; junior gold, 200 metre 
freestyle; junior gold, 100 metre back-
stroke; junior gold, 100 metre butterfly; 
junior silver, 50 metre backstroke, junior 
silver, 50 metre butterfly; junior silver, 
100 metre individual medley. 

Ameria thanked the Wilmot Lions / 
Lioness for their support. The club, along 
with the New Hamburg Optimist Club 
and New Hamburg Sobeys helped to 
fundraise for her journey to Portugal in 
the summer. 

Update on Amiera Black’s accomplishments at 
World Down Syndrome Swimming Championships 

March 16th

Wellesley Town Hall Meeting

Taking place from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
St. Clements Community Centre. A civil 
meeting for a chance for residents to 
feel their concerns are being heard and 
questions answered. Concerns range 
from budget concerns, housing issues, 
taxes and others.

March 17th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at EJ’s Baden Hotel at 39 
Snyder’s Road West for St. Patrick’s Day. 
With live music 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. and the 
sounds of "Unleashed," from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m.

March 17th - March 18th

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Taking place at Kennedy’s Restaurant at 
1750 Erb’s Road, St. Agatha. Serving corn 
beef and cabbage with baby potatoes, 
Irish stew and soda bread. Full menu is 
also available. Not taking reservations. 
On Friday, 12 p.m. is Irish dancers, 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. is Travel-worn, 5 p.m. is Tony 
Nother, 6 p.m. is Irish dancers, 6:30 p.m. 
is Vanyah.

March 20th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place at 
60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 6:45 
p.m. Also streamed on the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube page.

March 20th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann Menno-
nite Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road West 
in New Hamburg. Booking times are 
available from about 3 p.m. until about 8 
p.m. on www.blood.ca.

March 21st

Electric Vehicles - Do You Have Ques-
tions? Ask the Owners!

Takes place from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Free 
webinar but registration is required. Get 
an update on the current state of EV's. 
Listen to brief presentations by owners. 
Ask lots of questions. Register at https://
bit.ly/ElectricVehicles2.

March 21st

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Perth East Recre-

ation Complex at 40 Temperance Street 
in Milverton. Booking times are avail-
able from about 2 p.m. until about 6:30 
p.m. on www.blood.ca.

March 25th

Tavistock and District Historical Soci-
ety Annual Meeting

Takes place at Tavistock Mennonite 
Church, 131 Wettlaufer Street in Tavis-
tock at 1:30 p.m. Special presentation: 
Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch language, 
local residents tell of their life expe-
riences. With Reverend Fred Lichti, 
moderator. You’ll hear stories about barn 
raising, butchering, school days, wed-
dings, life changing accidents, making 
maple syrup, changes in farming, why 
Deitsch is being lost and much more.

March 26th

Whisked Up Weekend - Maple Syrup

A special event taking place at Castle 
Kilbride. Features a small mini talk on 
maple syrup and a sampling of maple 
candies (while supplies last). More in-
formation can be found at www.castle-
kilbride.ca.

March 30th

Protect Your Money

Free Zoom workshop hosted by Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. Learn information about 
fraud prevention and making informa-
tion financial decisions, common frauds 
and warning signs. Guest speaker is 
Christine Allum of the Ontario Securities 
Commission. Register online at https://
bit.ly/3J1Qp7B.

March 31st

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Taking place at 7 p.m. at Zion United 
Church, 215 Peel Street in New Ham-
burg. The film is an exploration of the 
effects of road building by settlers on In-
digenous land and culture (some strong 
language). For more information, email 
ecumenicalworkinggroup@gmail.com.

April 2nd

“All Aboard” Carnival

The Tavistock Skating Club presents the 
“All Aboard” carnival. Shows at 1 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Advance tickets recom-
mended and can be purchased at the 
arena: March 25th 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; 
March 26th from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.; 

March 30th from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; 
and April 1st from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

April 4th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place at 
4805 William Hastings Line in Crosshill 
at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the Town-
ship of Wellesley YouTube page.

April 5th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

Regular council meeting taking place at 
7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in Innerkip.

April 8th

Tavistock Ag Society is hosting an Easter 
egg hunt in Tavistock. More details to 
come. Check out the Tavistock Fall Fair 
Facebook page for more details.

April 15th

Games & Grooves

From 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the Wellesley 
Community Centre. Live DJ, dancing, 
twister, games, food and beverages. $15 
admission, includes sausage on a bun. 
Tickets available at Pym’s, Esso or email 
wellesleylions@gmail.com.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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RUN YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD AD HERE!

To book space contact
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418

or ads@wilmotpost.ca

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

CORRECTION: In last week’s news-
paper, an article was published on Page 11 with the 
headline Nith Valley Ecoboosters meets with Kitchener 
Conestoga MPP Mike Harris. In the article, it stated that 
MPP Harris felt that the Region of Waterloo Official 
Plan, “as it is right now, fits the needs of the community.” 
In fact, MPP Harris commented that he is “all for Made 
in Waterloo Region,” but he doesn’t think the regional 
plan, as it is right now, “fits the needs of the community.” 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette regrets the error. 

Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Lamb 

2)Whiskey 

3)St Brendan 

4)1845-49 

5)April 1916 

6)Dublin 

7)WB Yeats 

8)Chris de Burgh 

9)Stephen Roche 

10)7 years (Maximum 2 terms)

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166

info@kratax.caEmail:

Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am -
Large Drop Box Available

4pm

During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come & Join our Family!Come & Join the family

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Single 
Family Homes

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

MAPLE SYRUP  

2023 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

LAWN MAINTENANCE

LAWN CARE PROGRAMS
Programs Available • Rolling • Aerating • Fertilizer

Weed Control • Overseeding
Kyle Meadows           519-801-5983

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

Happy St. Patrick's Day From TLC Pet Food!       

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE


