
By Veronica Reiner

Complete Tree Service New Hamburg 
began the process of removing the 
iconic waterwheel last week, starting 
Wednesday morning, March 15. The 
structure will soon be replaced by a met-
al waterwheel that generates electricity.

“I was quite happy that they asked me 
to do it; it was actually an honour,” said 
Tom Nabrotzky, owner of Complete Tree 
Service. “It’s actually nice because this is 
our 25th anniversary, so it’s a little bit of 

a milestone for us.”

Workers removed most of the wood that 
day, section by section, and left at about 
6 p.m. They returned on Monday, March 
20, with a bigger crane to take the cen-
trepiece out.

“We ran into a few issues with the last 
piece. It was far heavier than anticipated, 
and because of the corrosion, we couldn’t 
lift it off with the machine we had,” said 
Tom. “Other than the centrepiece, every-
thing came out really nice.”

The waterwheel was unveiled in October 
1990, and lasted well beyond its life ex-
pectancy of about 20 years. In 2020, New 
Hamburg Board of Trade members no-
ticed that the waterwheel was no longer 
functioning.

The structure is built from red cedar, 
stood 50-feet-tall, with 20 spokes and 
paddles, and commemorates the inven-
tiveness and industry of early settlers, 
including Josiah Cushman and William 
Scott.

By Lee Griffi

In what has been everything one would ex-
pect of a federal nomination process, three 
candidates remain standing in the battle to 
replace retired Oxford MP Dave Mackenzie 
and the right to participate in a yet to be 
scheduled by-election.

The race has seen accusations of favourit-
ism, rule-breaking, and has seen one candi-
date disqualified for allegedly not supplying 
the Conservative Party of Canada with the 
required information. The party has re-
jected Gerrit Van Dorland, a self-described 
pro-life, pro-family and pro-freedom can-
didate from Otterville. He was disqualified 
in a 3-2 vote by the Conservatives’ National 
Candidate Selection Committee last week 
despite being a party worker for several 
years.

The Conservative party has released the 
following statement to justify the disqual-
ification. “Although the Conservative par-
ty does not typically discuss internal party 
matters, we are aware of the information 
being circulated regarding the nomination 
contest in Oxford that requires clarification 
and context.” It goes on to say that “Gerrit 
Van Dorland, a nomination applicant in 
Oxford, was disqualified from standing in 
a nomination race by the party’s National 
Candidate Selection Committee due to a 
failure to comply with the obligation to dis-
close required information during the can-
didate application process. The recommen-
dation to disqualify this individual was first 
made by the local Candidate Nomination 
Committee.”

Potential candidates are required to 
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By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Restaurant was a staple of 
delicious Chinese food for decades, dating 
back to the days of owner Jack Mack. The 
food was always good and always consis-
tent, but when the most recent owners put 
the business up for sale, there was no in-
terest, and the building sat vacant.

Renovations started on the restaurant in 
the late winter of 2022, creating a buzz 
around town. The Raja sign was finally 
installed, and the site opened on May 1, 
serving a delicious combination of Thai 
and Indian food.

Owner Zafar Quazi has owned the 
Stratford location of Raja for 17 years, but 
his restaurant background dates back lon-
ger. “I started in the restaurant business 
when I lived in Scotland, then I came to 
Canada in 2001 and started my business 

here with a restaurant named Tandoori 
Grill in Fergus. A few years later, I started 
with Stratford Raja, then opened one in 
Kitchener and one in London.” Quazi has 
since sold the two latter locations but in 
addition to Stratford and Tavistock owns 
Raja sites in Zurich and Grand Bend.”

The idea for the Tavistock location real-
ly did come from area residents who fre-
quented the Stratford restaurant. “I have 
a lot of customers coming in my Stratford 
location from Tavistock and areas nearby.

So, they suggested I open another branch 
here. To serve all my customers in the 
nearby region of Tavistock, I decided 
to open a location here.” It’s obvious to 
anyone who ate at the former Tavistock 
Restaurant that the place has been gutted 
and completely redone. “I have fully ren-
ovated the restaurant. Starting from the 

bar, kitchen area and dining hall, I have 
renovated each and everything.

The Indian food is pretty similar, in both 
the locations, but there is the add-on that 
we serve Thai food as well in Tavistock lo-
cation,” adds Quazi.

Quazi says so far, he has received a good 
response from the local community, in-
cluding people in the New Hamburg area. 
Many people not familiar with Indian cui-
sine think it is predominantly spicy, but he 
adds that’s just not the case. “If you want 
to start eating Indian food but aren’t sure 
what to try, some of our bestselling dish-
es are butter chicken, korma chicken, and 
sag paneer. Those will be a good start for 
you.” For those with a more adventurous 
palate, you can try Chicken Vindaloo or 
King Prawn Jalfrezi.

The menu also features a number of Thai 

and Indian appetizers and soups, and 
lunch specials.

One of the intangibles that adds to a com-
plete and enjoyable dining experience is 
a staff that know the food and provide a 
true dining experience. The online Raja 
reviews are full of nothing but positive 
comments, something Quazi isn’t sur-
prised with. “My staff is very humble, gen-
erous, and friendly with all the customers. 
They are also very informative when giv-
ing recommendations to new customers 
who come in the restaurant.”

The Tavistock Raja is open Tuesday to 
Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 
again from 5 p.m. to either 9 or 10 p.m., 
depending on the day. Local delivery costs 
$5 and goes up to $10 for the surrounding 
area up to 10 kilometres away.

Raja Tavistock – Indian and Thai Food for Everyone

complete a detailed candidate applica-
tion that must include a list of all current 
and former social media accounts and 
websites, a copy of visible and not visible 
online postings, and copies of all articles 
and media coverage about the candidate. 
The party did not go into any details re-
garding what information Van Dorland 
allegedly left out. Bas Sluijmers, his cam-
paign manager, has gone on record say-
ing they will appeal, but there has been 
no update as of press time this week.

In a written statement, Sluijmers says, 
“we are very disappointed with the notice 
we received from the Executive Director 
of the Conservative Party informing us 
with no reasoning that Gerrit has been 
disqualified from the nomination race. 
We will be appealing the decision to the 
National Council in the coming days.”

Despite the usual shenanigans, the vote 
must go on, but before that, the can-
didates will deliver speeches to mem-
bers of the Oxford Conservative Riding 
Association this Friday night at the 
Oxford Auditorium in Woodstock. Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m., and the speeches will 
start at 7. The actual vote takes place 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
College Avenue Secondary School, also in 
Woodstock.

In order to cast a vote, you must have 
been a member in good standing of the 
Conservative Party of Canada residing in 
Oxford as of February 25, 2023. You also 
need to provide identification using ei-
ther one original piece of identification 
issued by a Canadian federal, provincial 
or territorial government agency con-
taining a photograph, name and address; 

or two original pieces of identification, 
which have your name, one of which has 
a photograph and one of which contains 
an address.

Voters have, as of today, three candidates 
to choose from on the ballot. Long-time 
Woodstock City and County Councillor 
Deb Tait, who is also Mackenzie’s daugh-
ter, Brampton native and lawyer Arpan 
Khanna, and Tillsonburg native Rick 
Roth who is a communications pro-
fessional. Both Khanna and Roth also 
have experience working for the Federal 
Conservative Party.

Federal Oxford Conservative Nomination Race
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Iconic New Hamburg waterwheel removed, metal 
replacement to be coming soon

New Hamburg Board of Trade executive 
Lyle Cressman said that the wood from 
the structure is being saved and will be 
recycled into some sort of community 
enhancements. “Suggestions already re-
ceived are benches, some sort of smaller 
display of the wheel, an information kiosk 

for the new wheel etc.,” said Cressman.

Anyone who wishes to put ideas forward 
as to how to use the would can reach out 
to the New Hamburg Board of Trade.

The new metal wheel is expected to be 
roughly the same size and shape of the 
original, and is being constructed by 

Iron Bridge Fabrication. It will feature a 
Google camera to allow anyone globally 
to view the wheel, a lighting system that 
can change colours and electricity that 
will power the William Scott Park lights.

Mike Haid, President of Iron Bridge 
Fabrication, said the project is coming 
along nicely. There was no exact date 

given for when it would be completed and 
installed. “It’s pretty weather dependent 
just with the floodplain there, so we have 
to see what the weather is going to do,” 
said Haid. “There’s some big equipment to 
take down into there, so we can’t have it 
too wet or muddy.”

Assembly will take place on-site.

Continued from page 1

Nik Nabrotzky and Sam Bergel were lifted to reach the top of the 50-foot-tall waterwheel as part of the removal process on Wednesday, March 15. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

The centrepiece was all that was left of the waterwheel as of Thursday, March 16, and has since been removed. Tom Nabrotzky of Complete Tree Service New Hamburg said the centrepiece 
was more challenging to remove than anticipated. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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Head on collision in 
New Hamburg

Wilmot Township Teacher 
Facing Sexual Assault Charges

According to the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), a driver was going the wrong way on a 
highway in New Hamburg before a head on collision. A picture shared by the OPP on Satur-
day, March 18 at 12:16 a.m. shows a black vehicle and a white vehicle, both with front end 
damage. The driver of the white vehicle was allegedly heading east in the westbound lanes 
of Highway 7/8 near Nafziger Road when they crashed into the black car. The white car driv-
er, who is from Kitchener, was charged with dangerous driving.

By Lee Griffi

Members of the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service's Youth Protection Unit have ar-
rested a male in connection to an inves-
tigation involving a teacher at a senior 
public school in the Forest Hills area of 
Kitchener.

On February 2, police received reports of 
youths being sexually assaulted by the 
male suspect. As a result of a joint investi-
gation by police and Family and Children 
Services of the Waterloo Region, the male 
was arrested on March 16.

The accused, a 52-year-old unnamed 
Wilmot male, has been charged with eight 
counts of sexual assault and sexual inter-
ference in relation to the incidents. The 
accused is scheduled to appear in court 

on April 3.

In an email statement, the Waterloo 
Region District School Board says they 
are aware of the situation. They say estab-
lished protocols are being followed, which 
include assigning the staff member to 
work from home as soon as the complaint 
was made and working with Family and 
Children Services and Waterloo Regional 
Police Service to ensure student safety 
and well-being. They say they are unable 
to further discuss the particulars of this 
situation as it is now before the courts.

Anyone with information is asked to call 
police at 519-570-9777. To provide anon-
ymous information, please call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or submit on-
line at www.waterloocrimestoppers.com.

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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By Veronica Reiner

The Tavistock and District Historical 
Society will be holding their annual meet-
ing on March 25th, where attendees will 
learn more about Deitsch, a German di-
alect which was brought from Europe by 
the settlers and spoken locally here for 
generations.

About 30 people from East Zorra-
Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wilmot and 
Wellesley will be featured in “Wie Geht’s 
Clips,” a storytelling event in Dietsch with 
English subtitles. Attendees will hear sto-
ries about barn raising, butchering, school 
days, weddings, life changing accidents, 
making maple syrup, changes in farming, 
why Deitsch is being lost and much more.

Reverend Fred Lichti began the project 

back in 2001. He will also moderate the 
event.

“What I discovered doing the interviews 
and recordings was the wonderful array of 
life experiences that have been captured 
in these videos. People in the Wilmot-
Tavistock community have had rich life 
experiences, good and bad, and that is all 
included in these videos,” said Lichti.

“The video clips will be quite education-
al, heart warming, heart breaking, some-
times funny, and linguistically, it will be a 
great opportunity for people to hear the 
language.”

Deitsch, or Pennslyvania Dutch, is a va-
riety of Palatine German spoken by the 
Pennsylvania Dutch, Old Order Amish, 
Old Order Mennonites, Fancy Dutch and 

other descendants of German immi-
grants in Canada and the United States. 
European settlers brought the language 
to Wilmot and East Zorra-Tavistock in the 
early 1800s.

The language was spoken frequently in 
that community until the late 1960s, when 
it began a steep decline.

Lichti said that he often hears communi-
ty members speaking the language while 
visiting businesses in downtown Elmira. 
“Hearing people in Elmira speak Deitsch 
reminded me that most people who still 
speak the language in my home commu-
nity of Wilmot-Tavistock are older than 
me, in their 70s, 80s and 90s,” he said. “And 
I think it would be important to record the 
sound of that language before it is lost.”

Last fall, Lichti and other interested 
persons began an online Pennsylvania 
Dutch course taught by Dr. Mark Louden, 
Professor of Germanic-Linguistics from 
the University of Wisconsin. There were 
about 15 people enrolled in the class.

“There is some interest in the communi-
ty in retaining the language, and among 
some of the younger generation, there’s 
interest in learning the language,” said 
Lichti. “This is the historic language of the 
Wilmot-Tavistock community.”

Persons interested in learning Deitsch can 
contact Lichti at fritzith@hotmail.com. All 
are welcome to attend the event, and do-
nations are gratefully accepted. It will take 
place at 131 Wettlaufer Street in Tavistock 
at 1:30 p.m. on March 25th.

Tavistock and District Historical Society to explore 
Deitsch language in their upcoming annual meeting

Reta (Schlegel) Baechler. Reta was born in 1922 and lived most of her life in South Easthope 
Township. She experienced the transition from a bilingual community whose first language 
was Deitsch to the English-only community of today.  At 99 years, Reta was the oldest par-
ticipant in the Wie Geth's Tavistock recordings.  She died in October 2022.

Gerry Baechler grew up near Shakespeare and currently lives in Stratford.  At 67 years of 
age, he was the youngest speaker of Pennsylvania German who was interviewed for the 
WGT Project. 
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$249 LIMITED OFFER

Single Vision Frame/Lenses

2 PAIRS

CALL US FOR 

EYE EXAMS

$399 LIMITED OFFER

No-Line Bi-Focals

2 PAIRS
March MadnessMarch Madness

Baden Optical and Wellesley Optical are dedicated to providing 
friendly, personalized and 1 on 1 service at the best prices in 

town and carry brand name designer frames.
Come on in and see what we have to offer!

Baden: 107 Snyders Rd E (next to the Baden Library)
Monday 11-6; Wednesday 11-7; Thursday 11-4; Friday 11-7

Call for evening appointments 
519-513-2220  

Wellesley 1212 Queen's Bush Rd,  
Wednesday: 12-5, Friday: 12-7,                                                                                                 

All other days, call our Baden Office to arrange appointments                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
519-656-9800 | www.badenoptical.ca

By Lee Griffi

Tavistock Little Preschool is a half-day pro-
gram at Tavistock Mennonite Church oper-
ated by Sadie-May Harrett and along with 
former school director Linda Holst, the two 
are hoping to add a licensed daycare to in 
town at a separate location but so far have 
come up empty.

Holst first became the preschool’s director in 
1996 and now works part-time for Harrett, 
who took over the post in 2020 after first 
working at the location in 2018. She is also a 
preschool graduate.

The pair say they could operate a 24-space 
daycare in one room at the Tavistock 
Mennonite Church with room for an addi-
tional eight spaces in another room. They 
feel the only shortfall holding them back is 
the amount of natural light coming into the 
church. “In this current space, I believe that 
would be the only thing,” says Harrett. The 
preschool is inspected at least once a year 
by a Ministry of Education Program Advisor 
to ensure all license requirements are met.  

Harrett says their ideal situation would be to 
add an additional service on top of the cur-
rent one. “The preschool and the way that 
it functions here is a beautiful thing. The 
idea is to be able to continue the program 
while adding childcare spaces to our com-
munity. We don’t want to give up the pre-
school to operate a daycare.” She adds there 
are currently no other locations available in 
Tavistock that could feasibly be utilized for 
a licensed daycare program. Despite that, 

Holst says the search for suitable bricks 
and mortar continues. “We are continuing to 
work on that piece. I would think the frus-
tration is more for the parents than it is for 
us. We hear from lots of parents who are 
struggling with finding childcare.”  

The current preschool operates from 8:30 
a.m. to noon from Monday to Thursday 
and is licensed for up to six hours a day 
but does not supply lunches for children. 
Harrett says should they open a daycare in 
the space, there would need to make some 
upgrades. “The only other requirements we 
would need are a certified kitchen and out-
door play space, but that would not require a 
major overhead cost. We would need a new 
oven, for example, because ours is too old. 
The window space is what would prevent 
us from opening a full childcare here, but 
again, our intention is to have it elsewhere, 
so we don’t have to close the (preschool).”

Holst is in line to be the full-time director 
of any new facility, while Harrett would re-
main at the preschool on a part-time basis. 
“I’ll be retired before we get this together,” 
jokes Holst, who adds parents need a day-
care with full-time hours. “The six hours we 
have available here isn’t necessarily help-
ful for parents who need full days. We are 
full with our half-day program, along with 
a huge waitlist. We are fortunate to have it 
because there aren’t many preschools out 
there anymore.”

Since the Gazette first ran a story on the 
desire for a licenses daycare in Tavistock, 

there have been many parents and commu-
nity members that have contacted the pair 
to help in any way they can. “We have had 
people reach out. You and Brian Jutzi have 
been wonderful. We have had a lot of par-
ents, some with children in the preschool, 
and others around the community, express 
they would or could help if there was a plan 
to move ahead with something. From the 
standpoint we are at, most of what we have 
discovered is we are going to need a whole 
lot of money if we build,” says Harrett. “I am 
sure we would have support for fundraising, 
but we would need a solid plan before we 
would move forward on that,” adds Holst. 
There is capital funding available from 
the provincial government to open addi-
tional childcare spaces, but Harrett says it 
is not easy to access. “There is a lot of red 
tape involved, and it is in connection with 
the Canada Wide Early Learning Childcare 
Agreement. Unless you are willing to opt 
into it, from my understanding, the mon-
ey is not available.” Holst adds that even if 
they were successful in receiving funding, it 
would be enough to pay for renovations but 
not a new build. The maximum allowable 
grant is $350,000.

As reported in the Gazette in Part 1 last 
week, the provincial government says there 
is no wiggle room in the regulations for a 
licensed daycare, including the amount of 
natural light. Holst says she gets it, but at 
the same time, the rules can be confusing. “If 
you have your child in care for nine hours a 
day, you do want lots of light for them, but 

when I say that, they are required to be out-
side for two hours a day. Our space we have 
downstairs here, we have lots of light. As 
much as I understand it, I sometimes wish 
they would grant some exceptions.” Harrett 
adds if a child attended for six hours, there 
is no mandatory outdoor requirement, but 
a full day means outdoor time of two hours 
per day. “Now we have seven hours indoors. 
Then the two-hour rest period, now we are 
down to five hours of active indoor play. If 
we can be indoors for six hours for a half-
day program, why can we not be indoors 
for five hours for a full-day program. That’s 
where my confusion comes from.” Holst be-
lieves that despite all the rules and regula-
tions, the most essential thing is to provide 
quality childcare. “The most important piece 
is that the children are loved and cared for.”  

Despite some frustration from both women 
in terms of their pursuit of a licensed daycare 
in Tavistock they are grateful for the posi-
tive relationships they have with their part-
ners, including the ministry. “Can we have a 
conversation about the differences between 
what you have as rules and what the actual 
childcare providers are experiencing?”  

Holst adds they have nothing but positive 
things to say about Tavistock Mennonite 
Church and their longstanding partnership. 
“We are so grateful to be here and use this 
space, and they have always been wonderful 
to work with.” “We just wish there was more 
flexibility to allow us to move forward with 
other avenues of childcare for our communi-
ty,” says Harrett.

The Pursuit of a Licensed Daycare in Tavistock – Part 2
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Fatal collision in Zorra Township

An 18-year-old has died after a collision on 19th Line in 
Zorra Township on March 16.

At about 5 a.m., the Oxford detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) responded to the incident. Mem-
bers of the OPP, Fire Services from Thamesford and Ox-
ford County Paramedic Services attended to assist.

The driver and lone occupant of the vehicle was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The road closed for several hours to allow OPP Techni-
cal Collision Investigators to conduct their ongoing in-
vestigation, and has since reopened.

Those who may have witnessed the collision or have any 
information that may be helpful can contact the Oxford 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Hydro pole struck in Wilmot

The WRPS responded to a report of a single vehicle col-
lision in Wilmot Township at about 2:25 p.m.

Police said a vehicle was heading south on Sandhills 
Road near Witmer Road when the vehicle encountered 
heavy slush and was pulled off the roadway, striking a 
hydro pole. The driver of the vehicle was uninjured and 
hydro attended to repair the cracked pole. Weather and 
road conditions were a factor in this collision.

Hydro pole struck in Wellesley

A driver and passenger were injured after striking a pole 
in Wellesley Township on March 10.

At about 1:35 p.m., the WRPS responded to the incident. 
A vehicle was heading east on Weimar Line near Green-
wood Hill Road when the driver lost control of the vehi-
cle, which slid off the roadway and struck a hydro pole.

The driver of the vehicle and a passenger sustained mi-
nor physical injuries. Damage to the pole was minimal 
and hydro was notified. Weather and road conditions 
were a factor in this collision. 

Intimate partner violence incident in Perth East

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
charged a Guelph resident in Perth East after police re-
ceived reports of an intimate partner violence incident.

On March 14 at about 7:28 p.m., officers responded to 
a residence in Perth East Township. It was determined 
that one person involved with the disturbance had as-
saulted the other.

Throughout the investigation, it was also disclosed that 
the accused damaged an item that belonged to the vic-
tim. 

As a result, a 42-year-old Guelph man was arrested and 
charged with “assault - spousal,” and “mischief - domes-
tic.”

The accused has been released and is scheduled to ap-
pear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford in April. 

Victims of sexual assault/domestic violence are not 
alone. If you or someone you know needs support, lo-
cal resources are available to help. One organization you 
can contact is Victim Services Bruce Grey Perth at 1-866-
376-9852.

Those who need immediate assistance should call 911.

NEWS BRIEFS

Dollarama, takeout 
restaurants coming to 
New Hamburg plaza 

Locals celebrated at 
Wilmot Optimist Club 
Youth Appreciation Dinner 

By Veronica Reiner

This commercial development plaza on 
Union Street in New Hamburg is expect-
ed to be completed by May 15, and tenants 
will include a Dollarama and three takeout 
restaurants.

The property is owned by Voisin Develop-
ment, and construction is being completed 
by Nith Valley Construction. Greg Voisin of 
Voisin Development discussed its progress 
in an interview with the Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette.

“The brick is done, the window frames are 
in, we have to put glass in, but it’s essen-
tially enclosed,” said Greg.

The largest space will be rented out to Dol-
larama, which will take up about 16,000 
square feet. There will also be four other 
tenants that will take up a smaller amount 

of space, about 1,000 square feet each. 
Three of those spaces are leased to take-
out restaurants, and there is one remain-
ing space available.

“We had some surplus land beside Sobey’s 
there, and then the lawn bowling club be-
came available, so we bought it about four 
years ago,” said Greg. “Then we started 
working on it, seeing what kind of tenants 
were available.”

Voisin worked with the Grand River Con-
servation Authority for three years to un-
derstand and comply with all their regu-
lations. Greg explained that building in a 
flood plain is permitted if the land is in 
a downtown urban core and the finished 
floor is above the flood elevation.

He said that he was able to meet all their 
requirements and eventually got a build-
ing permit.

By Veronica Reiner

Local young people were celebrated at 
the Wilmot Optimist Youth Appreciation 
Dinner at the New Hamburg Legion at 65 
Boullee Street, which took place on Thurs-
day night, March 16.

“It’s one of the best events we do,” said 
Wilmot Optimist Club President Anne Van 
Niekerk. “We honour the kids that are put-
ting themselves out there and helping oth-
ers.”

Around 40 people attended. The Optimist 
club contacted various organizations, in-
cluding the Wilmot Aquatic Aces Swim 
Club, Sir Adam Beck Public School, New 
Hamburg Minor Hockey Association, 
and Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School, and requested the following:

“Nominate the student/athlete in your 
school or team who go the extra mile. The 
ones that are always quick to help and are 
often the unsung heroes.”

Typically, someone from the organization 
writes a letter to describe why the youth 
was nominated, and all of their contribu-
tions to the community.

The following people were nominat-
ed:  Noah Meuleman of Wilmot Aquatic 
Aces, Alexander Nutt of the New Ham-
burg Hockey Association, Dan Kropf of 
Sir Adam Beck Public School, and Olivia 
Batte of Waterloo Oxford District Second-
ary School.

These well deserving recipients could not 
attend: Kennedy Faulhafer of Waterloo 
Oxford District Secondary School, Taylor 
Acton of Wilmot Girls Hockey Association 
and Nathan Straus-Workman of Sir Adam 
Beck Public School.

They receive a medal and a certificate for 
the accomplishment. The Wilmot Optimist 
Club has been holding this event for more 
than three decades.

Left to right, Olivia Batte, Noah Meuleman, Alexander Nutt and Dana Kropf. (Photo credit: 
Lillianne Dunstall)

The state of construction on the commercial plaza on Union Street in New Hamburg as of 
Thursday, March 16. It is expected to be completed by mid May. 
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Progress on Wellesley rec centre

The current state of construction on the Wellesley Township Recreation Centre as of Thursday, March 16. The 62,000 square foot space, located at the corner of Queen’s Bush and Hutchi-
son roads, will feature youth and seniors’ centres, a community hall, a multi-purpose gym, a hockey rink, outdoor skatepark, soccer fields and walking trails. The project cost $27-million 
and  is expected to be completed by the fall. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

March & April Specials

WEDNESDAY

SATURDAY SUNDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

AVAILABLE FOR TAKEOUT OR DINE IN
Hours:  Wednesday-Saturday 7 am – 7pm

Sunday 9 am – 7 pm (Monday & Tuesday closed)

Liver & Onions
Ham & Scalloped Potatoes

Old Cheddar Cheese Burger Deluxe
Soup & Sandwich of the Day

Hot Turkey Sandwich

Pork Schnitzel
Soup & Sandwich of the Day

Hot Turkey Sandwich
The Oxford Burger Deluxe

Club Wrap

Pork Schnitzel
Soup & Sandwich of the Day

Hot Turkey Sandwich

Pork Schnitzel
Canadian Burger Deluxe

Soup & Sandwich of the Day
Hot Turkey Sandwich

Quiche of the Day

Fish & Chips
Peameal Bacon on a Bun

Soup & Sandwich of the Day
Hot Turkey Sandwich

BBQ Crispy Onion Cheeseburger Deluxe

Check our website for pricing & 
buffet menus for 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday lunch 
Sunday Brunch

Friday, Saturday & Sunday Evenings

Join Us For Easter Sunday Buffet  
Sunday, April 9, 2023

11:30 am & 1:00 pm & 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
(Reservations Only-No Menu Service)

519-655-2835  I  33 WOODSTOCK ST., S. TAVISTOCK  I  WWW.QUEHLSRESTAURANT.COM

N.H. INC.
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���	���������������	��� Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

INCOME TAX
RETURNS

Personal, Farm & Business Returns, Free Pick-up and Delivery
NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

APPROVED E-FILER
RON HILL & ASSOCIATES

965326 Maplewood Sd
84 Woodstock St., S., Tavistock

519-462-2812
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ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.NEWORLEANSPIZZA.COM |  One coupon code per order.

10
+TAX

$
USE COUPON CODE

LRG10

Valid for Limited Time Only!

3 TOPPPING
PIZZA

5 Woodstock St .N, Tavistock
AVAILABLE ONLY AT

(519) 655-3336

Sir Adam Beck PS hula hoop championships

Sir Adam Beck Public School Grade 4/5 teacher Mathew Donkers was the staff hula hoop winner on Friday, March 10 at the Baden based school. The runner up was Grade 7 teacher, Ma-
rissa Cain. “Donkers and Cain were clear front runners as many staff hoops fell quickly,” said Sir Adam Beck PS. The hula hoop challenge included student categories as well for different 
grades as young as kindergarten. It was part of a fun, whole school assembly that kicked off beach day on the Friday before March Break. Sir Adam Beck is a kindergarten to Grade 8 
school of 540 students situated beside Waterloo Oxford District Secondary School that serves students from Baden, Petersburg, St. Agatha, Philipsburg, Mannheim and New Dundee. 
(Photo credit: Sir Adam Beck Public School)
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SUV LINE-UPCERTIFIED PRE-OWNED SUV LINE-UP
STRATFORD KIASTRATFORD KIA

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,229 km

All-Wheel-Drive

2019 Volkswagen Atlas Highline

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,782 km

3.6 FSI 4MOTION 
All-Wheel-Drive

2019 Kia Sedona L

$31,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
69,327 km

Front-Wheel-Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive
Reserve

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2020 NISSAN QASHQAI 2020 NISSAN QASHQAI 
FWDFWD

2020 KIA SPORTAGE LX2020 KIA SPORTAGE LX
FWDFWD

$30,995$30,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 39,63739,637 km km
$29,995$29,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 69,76769,767 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2020 NISSAN KICKS SV 2020 NISSAN KICKS SV 
FWDFWD

$26,995$26,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 22,58922,589 km km

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Catch up with what happened at last 
week’s East Zorra-Tavistock council 
meeting with the following highlights:

Council accepted a tender submitted by 
Walker Construction for a joint surface 
treatment project for $450,572.50, ex-
cluding taxes. The tender was issued as 
a cooperative bid by Oxford County. Work 
involves supplying and applying a single 
surface treatment and stress absorbing 
material trap rock, line painting in the 
work area, and traffic control.

A court of revision was held for the 
Tavistock Drain 1985 - reconstruction 
2023. There were no appeals and assess-
ments were sustained.

Staff spoke to the development of the 
2023 operating and capital budget. The 
draft 2023 budget will be presented to 
council on May 3.

The Innerkip Easter Egg Hunt is taking 
place on Saturday, April 8. The event or-
ganizers requested that the township’s 
insurance policy be extended to them 
for coverage of the event, which council 

approved.

Staff confirmed that the Tavistock Spray 
Pad Project bid document is being pre-
pared for release. Fundraising pledges 
have now exceeded that $100,000 initia-
tive set by council.

Sitting as the Committee of Adjustment 
and then in public meeting, council ap-
proved the minor variance and zone 
change application below:

Application for Zone Change ZN1-23-01. 
Lots 55-56 & 62-65, Plan 820. Request 
to rezone the subject lands from ‘Village 

Zone (V)’ to ‘Residential Type 1 Zone 
(R1)’ to ensure a consistent zoning across 
the whole of the lands.

Application for Minor Variance A-3-
2023. 676848 16th Line. Part Lot 11-12, 
Concession 16. Request for relief from 
Section 7.2.4 Number of Accessory.

For more details on any of these items, 
visit the minutes on the East Zorra 
Tavistock municipal website or contact 
the municipal clerk, Will Jaques, at 519-
462-2697 extension 7823.

East Zorra-Tavistock March 15 council meeting highlights

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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Holden
In Loving Memory of Burns who passed away 

March 28th, 2022

Loved and missed by his wife Mary, son David, 
daughter Darlene, grandchildren and one great 

granddaughter, his sister Lila and families

IN MEMORIAM
BICKLE, Glen

Glen Robert Bickle, 78, of Stratford, passed away 
at his residence on Sunday, March 12, 2023. He 
was born in Stratford on June 22, 1944 a son of 
the late Robert Henry Bickle and the former 
Queenie Belle McIntosh. 

Prior to retirement to Stratford, Glen had been 
a beef cattle and cash crop farmer in North 
Easthope (Perth East). He was a member of 
Shakespeare Presbyterian Church.

Glen is survived by his best friend, Linda 
Bundscho; his daughter and son-in-law, Donna 
and Peter Archer; four grandchildren, Ryan, 
Marilee, Borden, Burton; Linda’s children, Brenda 
Roth (Othmar), Brock Bundscho, Beth Bundscho 
; his sister, Margaret Ramseyer; several nieces, 
nephews and their families. 

He was predeceased by his sisters and brothers-
in-law, Lenore and Wilfred Steinacker, LaVerne 
and Walter Blum, Della and Fraser Neeb, Melvin 
Ramseyer.

Relatives and friends were received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street 
North, Tavistock on Thursday, March 16, 2023 
from 7 – 9 p.m. where the funeral service was 
held on Friday, March 17, 2023 at 11 a.m. Rev. 
Rob Congram officiated. Interment in Avondale 
Cemetery, Stratford. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations to 
The Canadian Cancer Society or to Parkinson 
Canada would be appreciated and may be made 
through the Francis Funeral Home by calling 
519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at                  
www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY
STERE: Orval Robert 

"Orange"
Born: June 9, 1937 at New Hamburg, Ontario

Died: March 18, 2023 at Listowel, Ontario

Husband of Carol (Smith) Stere whom he mar-
ried October 1, 1998. Father of Donna Stere of 
Brantford, Marvin (Marilee) of Plattsville, Ronda 
Kuntze (Neil Bricker) and Kelly Roth (Dave) all of 
Tavistock. Remembered by his grandchildren Dee 
(Ashley) Mosburger, Amber Stere, Brittany (Steve) 
Hartfiel, Karlee Roth (Jonny Kirwin) and great 
grandchildren Cole, Dessy and Jase Mosburger, 
Ben, Luke and Ella Hartfiel. Fondly remembered 
by his nieces and nephews Dale, Russ, Pamela, Jeff, 
Jim & Jody. Step father of Troy (Michelle), Brad 
(Dawn), Shane Bernhardt. Step grandfather of 
Carly, Ryan, Jordan, Nicole (Pavel), Chase (Bailee), 
Lucas Bernhardt. Step great grandfather of Mason 
Bernhardt. Also survived by sister-in-law Ina (Jim) 
Seyler and by Carol's brothers Raymond (Hilda) 
Smith, David (Carolyn) Smith and sister-in-law 
Valerie Smith

Predeceased by his parents Ezra and Ida (Gerber) 
Stere, by brothers Verle and Neil, sister Ruthann 
& husband Bob Miller and nephews Trevor and 
Scott.

As per Orval's wishes private funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted to the Glendinning 
Funeral Home, 40 William St. N. Plattsville with 
interment at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Orval's memory 
can be directed to the Ronald McDonald House, 
Heart & Stroke Foundation or the Canadian Lung 
association and would be appreciated by the 
family. Personal condolences can be posted at        
www.gffh.ca

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Stonetown Travel is excited to 
welcome Jen Mezenberg to our 

team in the new Hamburg office. 
Jen looks forward to assisting you 

with all of your travel needs.

226-333-9939
210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

www.stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

Jen Mezenberg
TRAVEL CONSULTANT

jen@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Tavistock & District Skating Club
2023 Skating Carnival

presents

Reserved Seating $20 (red seats - age 3+ require their own seat)

General Admission $10 (bench or standing) 
Children under 12 FREE (General Admission only)

Reserved Seating $20 (red seats - age 3+ require their own seat)

General Admission $10 (bench or standing) 
Children under 12 FREE (General Admission only)

Payment by cash or cheque only.  Limited tickets available the day of the show.  Doors open 30min before show starts.

Box O�ce Dates at Tavistock Arena
March 25 11am-12:30pm        March 26 4:30-6:30pm
March 30 5:30-7:30pm              April 1 11am-12:30pm

April 2, 2023
1:00pm and 4:30pm
April 2, 2023
1:00pm and 4:30pm

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Rev. Young Seo

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

March 23: Happy birthday to Caleb Faulhafer (12), Ethan 
Faulhafer (12), Riley Oesch (20) and Jenine Stock.

March 24: Happy birthday to Josh Kimpel and Diane 
Berger

March 25: Happy birthday to Caleb Mohr (13), Ronan La-
marche (18) and Caleb Whetstone (20).

March 26: Happy birthday to Reese Weicker (13) and Bob 
Gladding Jr.

March 27: Happy birthday to Broden Cressman (9).

March 28: Happy birthday to Benjamin Hartfiel (7) and 
Emily Romano (14).

March 29: Happy birthday to Kyle Roth (21).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming 
up? Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilm-
otpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniver-
saries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What is a person who tastes wine called

2)Who was the first Canadian born Governor 
General? 

3)What name was given to the movement to 
bring American slaves to freedom in Canada? 

4)Who was the first female to lead a national 
political party in Canada? 

5)What is Canada’s most southern provincial 
capital? 

6)After leaving “The Guess Who”, this singers 
first album included “Stand Tall” and “I’m 
Scared’? 

7)Which province was the first to allow women 
to vote? 

8)What did Sanford Fleming design in 1851? 

9)Who was the first Canadian astronaut to 
enter space?

10)  “Aquaman” is from which city under the 
sea?

Answers found on page 39

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading 
through the past pages of the Ta-
vistock Gazette (est. 1895). With-
in this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my find-
ings.

March 14-21, 2018 Edition (5 
years ago)

Trailing 2-0 to the defending 
champion Ayr Centennials in 
Game 7 in Ayr on Sunday, the 
Tavistock Braves had their 
work cut out for them. And they 
didn’t disappoint the hundreds 
of fans that followed them into 
the North Dumfries Community 
Complex which was packed to 
standing room only. The Braves 
managed three unassisted goals 
(by Zac Berg, Kellen Gedies, 
and Cole Corriveau) to defeat 
the reigning Centennials 3-2 
and win the Doherty Division 
Cup.

The Bluemont Excavating Nov-
ice Reps brought home the gold 
medal from the Annual Gord 
Hymers Novice Tournament 
in Listowel this past weekend. 
Team members include Jay Al-
exander, Jackson MacMillan, Ty-
ler LaFleur, Parker Glitz, Brady 
Kulack, Marshall McKay, Peyton 
Christie, Dylan McCann, Evan 
Nahrgang, Cam Munro, Spencer 
Otto, Grayden McRoberts, and 
Drew Roth.

March 12-19, 2008 Edition (15 
years ago)

The Tavistock Royals beat 
the Clinton Radars in four 
straight games to move on to 
the W.O.A.A. Senior AA finals 
series against the Elora Rocks. 
Tyler Roth scored the overtime 
winner in game four while Mark 
Gillies got the win in net.

For the second straight year, 
the Tavistock Braves will play 
the Delhi Travellers in the Mc-
Connell Conference finals. The 
Braves will look to avenge their 
double overtime defeat in game 
7 of last year’s series.

When Oxford County builds 
a new library and vacates the 
present Carnegie Library in Ta-
vistock, the Tavistock and Dis-
trict Historical Society may be 
interested in taking over the old 

heritage facility.

March 18-25, 1998 Edition (25 
years ago)

Glenna Roth was honoured with 
the Opti-Mrs. of the Year award 
at the club’s annual meeting 
held last week.

A Public Meeting was held last 
Wednesday evening, March 
11th at Hickson Central School 
to present comparisons of polic-
ing cost with the Township. The 
Township has considered three 
options: 1. Formation of an 
Amalgamated Police Service; 2. 
Expansion of the Tavistock Po-
lice Service to include the entire 
Township; 3. Contract with the 
OPP. (Note: the following week, 
by a narrow margin of 5-4, East 
Zorra-Tavistock Council voted 
to pursue the idea of an amal-
gamated service including the 

City of Woodstock and Town-
ships of East Zorra-Tavistock, 
Blandford-Blenheim, and Nor-
wich.)

In a 7-2 recorded vote, the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavis-
tock has adopted a recommen-
dation to make the Tavistck & 
District Recreation Centre a 
“smoke-free facility”.

An East Zorra-Tavistock volun-
teer firefighter was honoured 
Saturday night for thirty-five 
years of service. Russell Sippel, 
who joined the Hickson Depart-
ment in 1963, received the 35-
year medal from Mayor Dave 
Oliphant at a ceremony held 
March 21st at the Tavistock Me-
morial Hall during the annual 
Firefighter’s Dance.

March 14-21, 1973 Edition (50 
years ago)

The East Zorra Township coun-
cil is going into the tree planting 
operation along the township 
roads. An order has been placed 
for 600 trees to carry out the 
program. The trees will be from 
6 to 8 feet high and will cost 
about $1 each.

The Tavistock Sr. Jets advanced 
to the finals in the Southern 
Ontario Girls Hockey Associ-
ation as they defeated the St. 
Marys team 3-0 on Friday night 
at the arena.

The Old Gazettes
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By Gary West

The South Easthope Mutual Insurance 
Company has been serving its members 
for over 150 years in Tavistock - they have 
had a positive year financially. According 
to the chairman of the board, the compa-
ny remains financially strong despite the 
negative investment results attributed to 
global and economic factors beyond their 
control.

Board chair, Paul Heinbuch, in his mes-
sage to members at the company’s annual 
meeting last week in Tavistock, announced 
that the board have authorized a premium 
refund of 5 per cent on property policies 
in force on December 31st of 2022.

He thanked longtime board member and 
Oxford area dairy farmer, John MacKay, 
who has now retired from the board, for 
his 15 years of dedicated service to the 
company.

Dale Meadows, who has also retired, was 

recognized for his 40 years of continual 
service as an agent, with the company.

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) commu-
nity safety and media relations officer, 
Patti Cote, along with auxiliary officer, 
Garett Price, spoke to those in attendance 
about how, especially seniors, can protect 
themselves against fraud which is run-
ning rampant in Oxford and Perth coun-
ties in the past 12 months. They both stat-
ed there has been over $50,000 in fraud 
cases alone in the immediate area in the 
last month alone. To report cases, you are 
asked to contact her at patti.cote@opp.ca

President and CEO Frank Rider, in his re-
port, stated the company had an unusual 
year with property claims up 5 per cent, 
but auto claims were up 39 per cent over 
last year.

He also announced to the membership 
that after 20 years in his position as CEO, 
he will be retiring in the coming year.

Report from annual meeting of South Easthope 
Mutual Insurance Company in Tavistock

South Easthope chairman Paul Heinbuch presenting a cheque of $1000, to Stephanie Sin-
geris from Muscular Dystrophy Canada, where the company’s total is now $35,500 in dona-
tions over the last number of years. Rachel Stewart and Frank Rider looking on. 

Seated left to right, Frank Rider (President and CEO), Paul Heinbuch. Back row is David 
Crane, Glen Blair, Jeffrey Schultz, John MacKay, Linda Drost, Marianne Cook, Kenneth Yeo-
man, and Peter Thompson.

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

179 Laschinger Boulevard, New Hamburg
This lovely one owner custom built brick bungalow located in a desirable 
neighbourhood might be just what you have been looking for. Located on a 53 X 121 ft 
lot, this yard is fully fenced, and beautifully landscaped. Features of this great home 
include, an updated kitchen with French doors to a deck, and rear yard, main floor 
laundry, 2 + 1 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, finished family room with a gas fireplace and bar 
to enjoy when you are entertaining, newer furnace, attached 2 car garage, cement 
driveway. If you are tired of all those stairs or are looking for a retirement home, be sure 
to call to view. Located within commuting distance to the KW area, Stratford, and areas. 
MLS#40388688 $949,900

NEW LISTING

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com
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The Zehr family of Walnutlawn who include left to right Darlene, Easton, Reegan, Blake, Adam, Beth and in front family 
matriarch Belle.

Adam Zehr on the left, in his dairy facility, explaining to 
interested South American visitors, how the Milk Supply 
Management system works in Canada.

By Gary West

Oxford County is still known as the dairy 
capital of Canada, and a close second 
would be their neighbours to the north, 
Perth county dairy producers.

The most popular dairy producing cow in 
the world, by sheer numbers, is still the 
Holstein cow. This is a story about a very 
famous Holstein herd known worldwide, 
on the outskirts of Tavistock in East Zor-
ra township of Oxford County.

It is the Adam Zehr family farm and the 
famous Walnutlawn Holstein herd that 
brings hundreds of visitors to the area 
every year.

The family says they have close to 700 
interested Holstein enthusiasts annually, 
and have obtained notoriety through the 
number of purebred and registered Bulls 
that have gone into artificial insemina-
tion (A.I.) service all over the world.

For those keeping track, the two most fa-
mous sires they have bred are Walnut-
lawn Sidekick, and Walnutlawn Solomon. 
They have both been Premier Sire at the 
Australian National show, and have bred 

many champions around the world with 
the Solomon Bull, also being the sire of 
the 2022 world champion cow (Oakfield 
Solomon Footloose). Walnutlawn sires 
have also bred many winners of late at 
the World Dairy Expo in Madison Wis-
consin, and the Royal Agricultural Win-
ter Fair in Toronto.

The Zehr’s began registering Holsteins 
in the 1950’s, as grandfather Lorne Zehr 
felt that having Purebred Holstein cattle 
would be the way of the future.

His son, Burnell Zehr farmed with his 
two brothers, Bob and Jim in the begin-
ning of the second generation. In later 
years, Burnell and his wife Darlene be-
came sole owners of the farm. Burnell 
sadly passed away five-and-a-half years 
ago after succumbing to A.L.S. and since 
then, the next generation of Adam and 
Beth, along with their three children, 
Blake, Reagan and Easton have now tak-
en over the management and ownership.

They milk, 70 purebred Holsteins, and 
manage approximately 180 animals in 
total including heifer and calf offspring. 
The milking herd which is housed in 

sand bedded free stalls, produces an av-
erage of 43 litres of milk per cow a day 
milked by two Lely Robots, and they have 
18 Excellent, 45 Very Good, and 17 Good 
Plus classified cows. They have been 
recognized by Holstein Canada with two 
Master Breeder Shields (for breeding 
high quality Holsteins in Type and Pro-
duction) in 2014, and again in 2020.

Adam Zehr said he "came home to farm 
after high school as having always been 
interested in the Holstein breeding and 
genetics side of dairy farming along 
with producing high quality milk, and 
so decided that’s what he always wanted 
to do.” The Canadian Holstein Cow has 
been the positive recipient of the “Wal-
nutlawn” breeding program and philos-
ophy.

The farm now consists of 390 acres, 
where they grow grass/alfalfa mixed 
hay, corn, soybeans, and wheat with 
some of that crop directly fed to their 
herd, with wheat straw for bedding and 
also chopped into the total mixed ration 
(T.M.R.).

The goals of this family farm, are to 

“continue breeding and marketing Elite 
Holstein Genetics around the world that 
can leave a mark in the global Holstein 
population.”

They also want to "leave the farm in a 
good position for their children, who 
someday, they hope, might want to take 
over the herd and the farm.”

Adam and Beth are also involved in the 
community off the farm, as Adam coach-
es Tavistock minor hockey, while Beth 
volunteers at their kids’ school down the 
road in Hickson, and they are all very 
much involved in their local church.

Recent visitors from Mexico and South 
America were amazed at the extreme 
cleanliness of the barn and cows, and 
wished their countries could have the 
same dairy quota system as milk produc-
ers have in Ontario and Canada.

As said by many leaders in the dairy in-
dustry and also in government, we "are 
the envy of the world when it comes to 
dairy genetics and sustainability in milk 
production.”

Oxford County’s world famous Walnutlawn 
Holsteins - the Adam Zehr family

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Gary West

Over the last number of months, the me-
dia across the country have been using 
the “wow” factor in many of their com-
mercials. If they ever visited a tack shop 
near Tavistock, they could be saying and 
using the same word.

The Sprucewood Tack Shop has been the 
Ropp family business since 1987, when 
Heather started as a small equestrian 
outlet with an original riding school, lo-
cated one mile northeast of town on Line 
29, known as Sebastopol Road.

From humble beginnings in the late 
1980s, Sprucewood Tack has grown to 
become one of Canada’s largest retailers 
of quality equestrian equipment and ap-
parel. They carry a huge selection of the 
world’s best brand names in tack, cloth-
ing, healthcare, gifts, and more, and as 
they say, in their advertising, all at great 
prices!

Whether you are a beginner, accom-
plished rider or professional, or some-
where in between, you’re sure to find 
what you need at Sprucewood Tack.

On a recent visit, it was interesting to 
note that they not only have an outlet 
outside of Tavistock, but in 1995, opened 
their second location in Arva (just north 
of London). In 2012, they doubled Arva’s 
size, and in 2014, their e-commerce web-
site was launched and has shown expo-
nential growth ever since.

The family business took another step 
in 2015 when Dennis and Heather’s son, 
Nathan, joined the business full-time 
and started a mobile trailer sales unit to 
travel to local horse shows.

In 2016, they added permanent season-
al locations at the Caledon Equestrian 
park. This year they will be adding an 

additional permanent seasonal location 
at Angelstone Tournaments, on the out-
skirts of Guelph.

They are one of the fastest growing En-
glish equestrian e-commerce websites in 
the country, and expanded this past year 
with an extensive booth at the Royal Ag-
ricultural Winter Fair in Toronto.

The Ropp family, along with their 15 
employees, attend close to 40 weeks of 
horse shows a year, with their season-
al and mobile units travelling all across 
Ontario.

They also provide a saddle fitting ser-
vice to help clients find the right saddle 
for their horse and themselves, working 
with beginners to Olympic athletes such 
as the world famous Ian Millar, Amy Mil-
lar and Yann Candele, to name only a few.

Dennis was always in the dairy business 
after taking over from his father Lloyd, 
when Heather started in with horses 
and the riding school. Besides Nathan, 
they also have a daughter, Rachel, who is 
studying to be a lawyer at Western Uni-
versity in London.

The day of this reporter’s visit there, was 
a steady stream of buyers coming and 
going, and Dennis smiled when he said 
that lots of other area farmers come to 
their shop not to buy bridles and saddles 
but to purchase their “Blundstone Boots,” 
which they sell many pair of, besides all 
their other lines of foot ware.

All in all, you have to be amazed that 
a small South Easthope, Perth Coun-
ty Saddle and Tack Shop could ever be 
known worldwide for doing the business 
they proudly do, in a country setting in 
the suburbs of Tavistock.

More info can be found by contacting 
Nathan at nathan@sprucewoodtack.com.

From left, owners Dennis, Nathan and Heather Ropp, among their large selection of sad-
dles at their famous Sprucewood Tack Shop east of Tavistock.

Sprucewood Tack Shop near Tavistock with the 
wow factor
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FROM OUR FARM 
TO YOUR TABLE

We also sell Quark, Curds & Homegrown Beef
Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates

Call 519-662-4967 or orders@mountainoakcheese.ca

Join Us For the Oxford County Cheese Trail
Big Cheese Days

Tours & Tasting Every Saturday in May
Checkout www.mountainoakcheese.ca for more information

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Veronica Reiner

Ontario Pork is celebrating Canada’s Agriculture Day 
with the launch of a book called The Whole Hog, which 
features a collection of pork recipes, stories and tips 
gathered from people who work across Ontario’s food 
supply chain. The 200-page book highlights local food 
and is designed for anyone who yearns for everyday 
sustainability.

Proceeds from the sale of the book will support Feed 
Ontario. Since 2013 Ontario Pork and its members have 
proudly donated over 299,267 pounds of pork, distrib-
uted through the Ontario network of food banks.

Feed Ontario is an organization with the aim of ending 
poverty and hunger across the province by delivering 
fresh food, delivering innovative programming, and 
driving change through research and advocacy.

“We know this is needed now more than ever in a lot 
of households, so it’s neat to be involved in a project 
that is giving back in that way,” said Lauren Devries, a 
pork producer based near Drayton in Wellington Coun-
ty. Lauren was featured in the book along with her hus-
band, Dave.

Ontario Pork producer Dave has been farming all his 
life. His wife, Lauren, is a primary school teacher. To-
gether, they look after four children and a busy farm. 
They have a farrow-to-finish operation, which includes 
all phases including breeding, gestation, farrowing, lac-
tation, weaning and subsequently growing the pigs to 
market weight. They also grow corn, wheat and soy-
beans to feed to their pigs.

In addition to them and other dedicated farmers, the 
book features top-flight chefs, truckers, veterinarians, 
nutritionists, processors, retailers and backyard.

“It’s really a neat storybook, because it tells so many sto-
ries of getting that pork from farm to table. It’s all-en-
compassing, because it’s not just farmers - it’s everyone 
across the supply chain,” said Lauren in an interview 
with the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.

“We’re in it, but then we also have good friends that 
have been featured in it, our veterinarian is in it, our 
livestock trucker is in it. It’s really neat to see all of 
those pieces that are important to produce the food.”

Her feature also included a recipe for Instant Pot pulled 
pork, which can be enjoyed on buns with maple brown 
beans and coleslaw, or on leftovers on pizza, tucked into 
grilled cheese sandwiches, on nachos, poutine, or que-
sadillas. There are many other recipes on display within 
The Whole Hog, including sausages and different cured 
products.

Oxford County pork producer TJ Murray said, “I be-

lieve all farmers are on the same page when it comes to 
protecting our animals, land and water. As much as the 
book is a series of recipes, I hope it provides education 
on what goes into our farms and your food.”

Marlon Bauman is an operations manager at Vernla 
Livestock Incorporated based in Wallenstein. Vernla 
Livestock transports livestock from farm to farm, as 
well as processing. His profile and recipe for 3-2-1 Ribs 
with a Kick is featured in The Whole Hog.

Bauman said the book helps to shine a light into the 
passion those involved with the industry have about 
producing pork, and that it also helps to squash some of 
the misconceptions about farming.

“Some of the misconceptions in the industry is that we 
don’t actually care for our livestock,” explained Mar-
lon. “These producers live and breathe farming - it’s a 
passion. They love what they do and they care for their 

animals. It’s a seven-day-a-week job. It’s different than 
holding a job - it’s a lifestyle.”

2023 marks the 10-year anniversary of the Ontario Pork 
Friends of the Food Bank partnership with Feed Ontar-
io, previously known as the Ontario Association of Food 
Banks.

“This is another example of the tremendous relation-
ship that we have with Ontario Pork,” said Feed Ontar-
io’s Executive Director Carolyn Stewart. “We are grate-
ful to be the recipient of the funds raised from the sale 
of The Whole Hog book. These funds will help local and 
community food banks to support people facing hun-
ger.”

The Whole Hog is available for sale at select Ontario 
Pork retail partner locations and can also be ordered 
online at: https://shop.ontariopork.on.ca.

Ontario Pork launching “The Whole Hog,” with 
sales going to a good cause

Lauren and Dave Devries, pork producers based near Drayton in Wellington County that 
appear in The Whole Hog.

The Devries recipe for Instant Pot pulled pork, along with many other recipes, is featured 
in The Whole Hog book.
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A mother and daughter pair of Excellent cows bred on the Hickson area farm in Oxford County of Glen Sim and family - the 
home of Glenbert Holsteins.

Glen Sim with his enthusiastic daughter Olivia, making 
sure their herd of registered Holsteins are clean and com-
fortable. Absent is Olivia’s brother Jackson. 

By Gary West

Many dairymen and women in south-
western Ontario are replacing their tie 
stalls with free stalls and installing ro-
botic milking systems.

This is a story about a farm that has 
stayed with a tie stall barn and pipe-
line milking system and beds with lots 
of straw on rubber mattresses for cow 
comfort, and still enjoys milking cows in 
a way many dairy farms are and were, 
before robots came along.

Glen Sim has always enjoyed milking 
in comfort stalls. On a recent barn tour 
by area farmers, visitors to the Oxford 
County farm were most impressed with 
the herd of registered Holsteins as they 
appeared to be relaxed and content in 
the two long rows of tie stalls.

The 85 milking cows are fed a T.M.R 
(totally mixed ration) with a power feed 
cart, consisting of alfalfa/grass hay-
lage, corn silage and shelled corn, along 

with oats and barley grown on the 275 
acre farm along with soybean meal and 
a pre-mix that contains vitamins and 
minerals, balanced regularly by his local 
feed nutritionist.

A visitor doesn’t take long to realize 
that whatever the young farmer is do-
ing, can’t be too far away from being the 
right way for his family and one he en-
joys.

The tour was arranged by the Western 
branch of Holstein Ontario. Every year, a 
different county hosts the event, where 
hundreds of farm families take an in-
terest in visiting the different purebred, 
registered herds of cows, touring in their 
own vehicles on an itinerary that suits 
their own schedule.

The Glenbert Holstein herd is managed 
by Glen Sim with his two children Jack-
son and Olivia, as well as his parents 
Robert and Corrine.

Sim credit’s involvement in the 4-H pro-

gram throughout his youth, showing 
calves, and that interest in showing his 
herd has stayed with him in showing 
cows at County and District cattle shows 
throughout the province. His show cows 
have received numerous all-Ontario 
awards in recent years.

This homebred herd of Star Brood an-
imals consists of 17 Excellent, 50 Very 
Good and 27 Good Plus cows. Visitors 

realize it will not be long before they 
have earned their farmer/breeder a 
Master Breeder Shield from Holstein 
Canada, one of the highest honours to 
be rewarded to a well managed herd of 
Holsteins.

As the old saying goes, “different strokes 
for different folks,” and this could defi-
nitely be the case for this progressive 
young Holstein Breeder.

Young Oxford County dairy man happy with tie 
stall-pipeline milking system on family farm

Einwechter Limited: 1160 Puddicombe Road, New Hamburg, ON N3A 2W5 | Phone: (519) 662-1088  

READY FOR 
2023 HARVEST

EINWECHTER L
T
D

Flat Storage  I  Bulk Trucking
Buyer & Seller of Corn, Soy & Wheat
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ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 

RR SAND & 
GRAVEL AGGREGATES

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

Providing Sand & Gravel Aggregates
Fast, easy ordering | Pick up or delivery

VISIT US AT: WWW.RRSANDANDGRAVEL.COMTOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12 
BRIGHT, ON 

PERTH LINE 26, STRATFORD 
519-590-1029     

S A N D  &  G R A V E L           
P R O D U C T S

T O P  S O I L

H O P P E R  A V A I L A B L E   
F O R  L A N E W A Y  G R A V E L

C O M M E R C I A L  |  I N D U S T R I A L  
A G R I C U L T U R A L  |  R E S I D E N T I A L

OUT WITH THE OLD & 
IN WITH THE NEW!

BEFORE AFTER

“They always go above and beyond to help out”

• NEW INSTALLATIONS • RENOVATIONS • REPAIRS 
• SEWER CAMERA  • WATER SOFTENERS  

• WATER HEATERS • A MINI EXCAVATOR FOR SEWER 
WATER AND HYDRO TRENCHING AND TILE REPAIRS

BIN RENTAL 
(14 yard bins for rent anything from yard clean up to a roof or renovation)

NO JOB TOO BIG OR 
TOO SMALL

 - J. Dozert
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By Gary West

For our Farm Edition this week, we 
stopped in on the Alex and Ruth Hart 
family, along with their sons James, Da-
vid and Cameron. The family farms east 
of Hampstead, near the town of Welles-
ley in North Easthope township of Perth 
county.

Alex and Ruth (Fryfogel) both grew up 
on farms in the township, where their 
families were also generational farmers.

The couple bought the farm they are 
currently living on when they married in 
1982. Alex was raised on a livestock farm 
with hogs and cattle and grew up farm-
ing with his parents, Hugh and Dorothy 
Hart, on a farm west of where they now 
live, and was involved in showing pure-
bred pigs at various local fairs.

Alex said that his “thing was more about 
the cropping side of farming and started 
growing his own field crops.”

As their boys grew older, they were in-
strumental in growing the business to 
form “Hart Family Farm Limited.”

Today, James works as a carpenter for 
a local contractor (Jon Witzel Construc-
tion) while David and Cameron are full-
time on the farm as farm workers and 
managers in their larger cropping and 
custom work operation. They grow corn, 
soybeans, edible beans and wheat.

We sat down with the Hart family to help 
educate ourselves and readers about 
how crop farming has changed over the 
years and what the future holds in a 
question-and-answer format.

Q: How has your cropping strategy 
changed over the last 5 to 10 years?

A: We have planted more cover crops 
and used minimum tillage extensively. 
Having our equipment in shape when it 
is “go time,” knowing that the window of 
opportunity can be small some years de-
pending on the weather.

Q: What has been the biggest techno-
logical change from the past, to see an 
increase in yields for each of the crops 
you grow?

A: With row crops in beans and corn, 
new technology in “planters” includes 
individual row hydraulic downforce to 
ensure better seed metering, variable 
rate seed and fertilizer placement, and 
also improved crop protection products, 
ie-herbicides and fungicides.

Q: What are some of the biggest cost fac-
tors affecting the crops the farm grows 
today?

A: Fertilizer and machinery costs have 
greatly increased, along with fuel and re-
pairs. Almost every input needed to grow 
a crop has almost doubled in price in the 
past few years.

Q: What are your opinions on how rising 
interest rates could affect growing crops 
and owning land in the future?

A: The cost of owning land has also af-
fected profits, along with ever increasing 
higher interest rates.

Q: Does the farm use liquid starter fertil-
izer – why, and do you also use granular 
fertilizer?

A: Yes, we use the liquid starter fertilizer 
from a local New Hamburg company (Al-
pine Plant Foods). With this fertilizer, we 
see a good increase in yields, and we also 
like the ease of handling. The granular 
fertilizer helps to build soil and maintain 
proper soil nutrient levels.

Q: Does the farm do the majority of ma-
chinery repairs themselves or use out-
side mechanical help?

A: Our modern shop is used to do the 
majority of our maintenance and repair 
work. We will hire a mobile technician 
for some of the more intricate repairs. 
We have part-time help for fieldwork in 
the busy seasons.

Q: We hear that all costs are increasing 
by large percentages this year over last 
year. Could you explain why and how 
you recoup those costs on Hart Farms 
Limited?

A: Higher costs have challenged us to be 
more efficient with our marketing plan. 
Forward contracting is a very important 
tool used in the plan. Communicating 
with suppliers and being able to pur-
chase inputs at the right time and price 
is also a challenge, but very important. 
We use soil tests extensively so that we 
do not over-apply fertilizer, etc.

Q: Is most of the land you work tile 
drained, and have you seen the benefit 
in that over the years?

A: Tile drainage over the years is very 
important to us for optimizing crop 
yields. We understand the benefits, that 
most of our owned land is systematically 
tiled and drained.

Q: Does the farm do any custom work for 
other farmers other than your own?

A: The Hart family does a full line of cus-
tom work; from tillage, seeding, spraying 
and harvesting. Custom work is a very 
important part of our operation, helping 
to offset the cost of expensive machin-
ery. Both Dave and Cameron have their 
exterminators license, sprayers operator 
license, and manure brokers license.

Q: What changes do you see happening 
in the business of growing all crops in 
the future?

A: The agriculture industry is always 
evolving with technology. Embracing 
new technology is important to us on our 
farm. We can see the future of bringing 
drones for scouting fields, spot spray-
ing and planting cover crops — also, ad-
vancements in satellite imagery. We also 
“see and spray” technology could be used 
soon. These only targets spray on weeds, 
where needed.

Q: Give any insights on farming the land, 
that have not been included in the ques-
tions above?

A: It is very important to us to know 
that we are growing our crops safely, 
efficiently, and in an environmentally 
friendly manner for our family's future 
and the future of agriculture in general.

Education is always ongoing on the fam-
ily farms of today, and we thank the Hart 
Family for taking the time to enlighten us 
with what the future holds in the growth 
of various crops today and tomorrow.

The Hart Family Farm with an eye to the future 
growing crops in Perth County

The Hart family in the farm shop with one of their larger tractors on tracks. From left, Cam-
eron, Ruth, Alex and David.
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Tractors for seeding and harvesting, excavators for drainage, 
lifts for silo repairs, graders for laneways and roads

Check our website for our Complete Rentals Line-up and Pricing 

www.gaequipmentrentals.com
We have a great selection of products to match your budget

Delivery and Pick-up Available | gaequipmentrentals@gmail.com
519-276-3610 | 2078 Perth Line 43, Amulree, Ontario

Concrete Saws
Aerators

Lifts
Hammer Drills

Excavators
Utility Trailers

Chainsaws

Compressors
Sweepers
Boom Lifts

Wood Chippers
Concrete Breakers

Log Splitters
Pressure Washers

Gas Generators
Tillers

Skid Steers
Compactors

Laneway Grader
Post Hole Augers

Extension Ladders

The Tools You Need At The Prices You Want...
The Best Rental Company You Will Find

519-276-3610
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63 Arthur Street South | Unit 3
Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2M6

519-669-2090 
mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

By Veronica Reiner

The Ontario government is spending more than 
$343-million over five years to support agri-food re-
search and innovation.

The funding will be used for research, focusing on food 
safety and animal welfare and support the develop-
ment of the workforce, which will lead to more econom-
ic growth opportunities for the agri-food sector.

“Really what this does, it’s more of a broader program 
that helps organizations like universities, so the Uni-
versity of Guelph, for example, they do a ton of re-
search into the agriculture sector,” explained Kitchen-
er-Conestoga Member of Provincial Parliament Mike 
Harris.

The investments are being made through a new agree-
ment with the Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Alliance, 
which is a collaboration between the province, the Uni-
versity of Guelph, and the Agricultural Research Insti-
tute of Ontario (ARIO).

He added that the funding will also benefit ARIO. ARIO 
was established in 1962 to advocate areas of research 
for the betterment of agriculture, veterinary medicine 
and consumer studies, and owns about 14 properties 
across the province.

“It’s an interesting approach, where you get a lot of 
partnerships, research, different things that are being 
done, that eventually transition down through our ag-
ricultural partners right to the farm,” said Harris. “So it 
could be crop research, it could be better ways of keep-
ing and maintaining livestock, that will get sussed out 
through these programs.”

The Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Alliance program-
ming to help farmers and the broader agri-food sector 
build resiliency by:

Managing threats to food production and food security, 
such as African swine fever and avian influenza.

Advancing science, research, innovation and commer-
cialization of new products, processes and practices 
that support the long-term success of the agri-food sys-
tem.

Building a future skilled workforce and developing 
talent that will advance Ontario’s agri-food sector, in-
cluding veterinary medicine in the agri-food sector and 
rural communities.

Maintaining and maximizing use of the network of re-
search centres owned by the Government of Ontario 
through its agency, the Agricultural Research Institute 
of Ontario (ARIO), and managed by the University of 
Guelph through the Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Al-
liance.

“What we’re doing is you’re doing a lot of the research, 
the hard work, partnering with local farms, partnering 
with local agencies and businesses to develop these 
best practices,” said Harris. “Then turning that around 
and saying ‘okay, how do we apply this from our smaller 
set, our control group that we’re working with?’ How do 
we then bring this to our bigger farming community?”

Since 2018, Ontario has invested more than $335-mil-
lion into the Alliance to support research and innova-
tion, further the development of new food products, 

and drive economic growth.

The renewal of the Alliance for five more years builds 
on the previous government’s agreement, which in-
creased Ontario’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 
$1.4-billion and supported more than 1,300 jobs. Re-
search investments led to new businesses in the prov-
ince, including Clean Works, Escarpment Labs, and 
Psigryph Inc.

“When we look at the Ford government here in Ontar-
io - we’re listening to farmers - we’re listening to the 
agriculture sector, we’re hearing the pain points, where 
they’re having challenges with other levels of govern-
ment and bureaucracy,” said Harris.

Some examples of impact case studies conducted under 
the Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Alliance are an ani-
mal health laboratory, agriculture and food laboratory, 
and veterinary capacity laboratory. Researchers have 
also explored dairy, breeding and genetics, and inno-
vation. The details of the case studies can be found at 
www.uoguelph.ca/alliance/impact/case-studies.

Ontario government investing millions to support 
agri-food research and innovation

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Kitchener-Conestoga Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) Mike Harris chatting with a farmer from Wilmot Township. 
(Photo contributed)
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By Veronica Reiner

Maple Weekend at Wagler will take place at 
2014 Perth County Line 56 in Wellesley on 
Saturday, April 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visitors can enjoy horse drawn carriages to 
the sugar bush, a tour of the facility, piping 
hot coffee and fresh donuts. It is the third 
year hosting the event for Wagler Maple Syr-
up, and they hope it continues as an annual 
tradition.

“The feedback we’ve received has been pos-
itive. It’s a great opportunity for families to 
get outdoors together and see how our maple 
syrup is made,” said the organization in an 
interview.

Last year, the event drew in about 240 people, 
and they anticipate it could be even more this 
year. Weather could also affect attendance 
numbers, added Wagler.

“Everyone enjoys the wagon rides and home-
made donuts,” said Wagler. “People come from 
all over. We have had people show up from as 
far as Europe.”

Wagler Maple Products celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2021. It is currently being run 
by third and fourth generations.

On the current maple syrup season, Wagler 
said, “the season started early in mid Febru-
ary this year and has been a great season so 
far. It looks like it will keep going until early 
to mid April.”

Wagler Maple Products to host Maple Weekend 
in Wellesley
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Oak Grove Cheese
Factory limited

Since 1879

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Pat & Mark 
Pat & Mark 

Langenegger
Langenegger

Pat & Mark Langenegger have 
continued the “Cheese Making” 

family tradition since 1898

Fresh From Our Table…Fresh From Our Table…
to Your Family Tableto Your Family Table
Cheddar • Parmesan • Brick  Cook 

Cheese • Limburger • Cheese Curds 
And Much More

Cheese Platters and Trays for 
all Occasions

Visit Oak Grove Cheese 
today for freshness & quality

By Veronica Reiner

Oak Grove Cheese Factory in New Hamburg is a family 
owned and operated shop, as well as the only producer in 
the country that makes Limburger cheese.

The business, located on Bleams Road, is owned by Pat 
and Mark Langenegger, who have run it for 11 years, and 
worked there about 42 years total. The couple grew up 
in Wilmot Township and met at Waterloo Oxford District 
Secondary School.

Pat said she started out in the store, and worked her way 
up to managing the business side of Oak Grove Cheese. 
“I’m the one who does all the bookwork, invoicing, all that 
- I’m more the business side of it,” she said. “Whereas 
Mark is more in the plant - he knows every job inside 
and out.”

The Oak Grove Cheese Factory was purchased by the 
Langenegger family in the early 1900s. Mark’s family ran 
the business, and now the fourth and fifth generation 
helps to run it.

On the process and sale of Limburger cheese, Pat said 
that Oak Grove Cheese has a lot of markets that sell Lim-
burger, but for the most part, they sell a lot of it in their 
own retail store. “It’s a popular item,” she said. “It’s some-
thing you have to do on a small scale, it’s not a huge pro-
duction.”

Pat and Mark added that the process to make the cheese 
can be time consuming, taking about six weeks from start 
to finish. Limburger is a soft, creamy cheese, known for 
its strong smell, that originated in the Duchy of Limburg, 
now divided between modern day Netherlands, Belgium 
and Germany.

In addition to Limburger, Oak Grove offers Borgonzola, 
brick, Brie, caraway, cheddar (medium and old), colby, 

cheese curds, Havarti (plan and dill), hot pepper, mar-
ble, Monterey Jack, mozzarella, Parmesan, swiss, Romano, 
smoked old cheddar, and peppercorn. All of their cheese 
is made with 100% milk. They also offer cheese trays, 
cheese balls and gift baskets.

Another one of their specialty items is cook cheese, an 
unripened cheese made from curd that has been cooked 
to a soft consistency. Currently, Oak Grove Cheese needs 
to limit the amount for each customer, as it would quickly 
sell out otherwise.

The cheese is harder to make in the summer months due 
to temperature and other factors - if cows go to pasture, 
it will make the cheese taste more bitter. Because of this, 
Oak Grove Cheese stops production around May, then 
starts back up around November. “We usually have peo-

ple phoning and asking about it all year long,” said Pat.

“It’s not an easy product to find, I think we’re one of the 
only ones making it. Now that we’re getting to the end of 
the season, quite often on a Wednesday morning there 
will be a lineup of people waiting to get in.”

The business gets their milk from local farms. A long time 
ago, they used to get milk from cows right next to the 
plant.

The amount of time it takes to make each product varies 
significantly, ranging from days to more than a year. “A 
fresh pizza cheese can be made on a Monday and ready to 
go out Wednesday,” explained Mark. “But if you’re talking 
Parmesan - we make a lot of Parmesan here - it needs an 
aging process.

The aging process can take up to a year and nine months, 
and involves simply leaving the cheese out. Oak Grove 
Cheese has a specific room for this, where they control 
the temperature and humidity. They leave it out at about 
50 degrees Fahrenheit, or 10 degrees Celsius.

Oak Grove Cheese draws in a mix of regular customers 
from New Hamburg, as well as new faces from further 
away, such as Toronto and Barrie. People will often visit 
Oak Grove when coming home from out west as well. “In 
the summer, when the festival in Stratford is going on, we 
get a lot of traffic from that,” noted Mark.

Oak Grove Cheese products appear in various businesses 
in Ottawa and Toronto, such as restaurants and pizzerias. 
“Some of our product goes into spaghetti sauces, and sal-
ad dressings, and that kind of thing for larger companies,” 
explained Pat.

The historical building that houses Oak Grove Cheese 
has been around since the late 1800s, and was a brewery 
called the Rau Brewery before it became a cheese factory.

Oak Grove Cheese Factory: the only producer of 
Limburger cheese in Canada

Mark and Pat Langenegger outside of the Oak Grove 
Cheese Factory building on Bleams Road in New Hamburg.



25Thursday, March 23, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Serving the area for 23 Years
AGRICULTURAL  +   RESIDENTIAL  +  COMMERCIAL

With employees specialized in all different aspects of electrical installations we have become a long 
standing trusted contractor in south western Ontario located just north of New Hamburg.

Jantzi Electric, 1558 Perth Line 43, New Hamburg Ontario, Phone: (519) 656-2449 ESA/ECRA Licence # 7003180

By Lee Griffi

Staff at Discovery Farm Woodstock are 
working alongside industry partners to 
investigate some compelling new prod-
ucts to help Ontario farmers meet the 
challenges and opportunities in agricul-
ture production in the coming years.

The 2022 Discovery Farm Woodstock 
Field Report features three demonstra-
tion research projects plus several spe-
cial events like industry training, meet-
ings and knowledge sharing initiatives 
that bring new learning to light in east-
ern Canadian agriculture.

“It’s great to see these products being 
tested in real Ontario farming condi-
tions in the crop and dairy areas,” says 
Brayden Bell, Field Manager for Dis-
covery Farm Woodstock. “With Canada’s 
Outdoor Farm Show being back in per-
son in September 2022, we also saw how 
much farmers enjoyed checking out the 
field demonstrations with new products 
and equipment.”

Bell notes that the projects at Discovery 
Farm Woodstock build on industry part-
nerships and provide critical innova-
tions that offer new options for farmers. 
Three key 2022 demonstration research 
projects include:

Field of Excellence: In collaboration 
with Hechenbichler, the Austrian-based 
company, the AMALGEROL Essence tri-

al was a Canadian debut for Hechenbi-
chler. This new in-season biostimulant 

helps promote root growth and neutral-
ize harmful molecules in plants.

100-Bushel Soybean: What’s Really 
Holding Us Back? Matthew Rundle, Uni-
versity of Guelph graduate student, is 
conducting research that analyzes crop 
growth rates, node count per plant, pods 
per plant, seeds per pod and seed weight 
to determine the contributing factors be-
hind potential high-yield soybeans.

Grober Young Animal Development 
Centre (GYADC): located on the Discov-
ery Farm Woodstock site since 2009, the 
research trial in 2022 evaluated how the 
addition of an oregano product (DOSTO® 
Oregano) impacts performance, feed in-
take and health of Holstein bull calves.

Discovery Farm Woodstock is also home 
to crop plots from 15 eastern Canadian 
companies with a wide variety of seed 
and input products, allowing farmers to 
explore many crop options in one place. 
Tours occurred during the growing sea-
son and at Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show 
on September 13-15, 2022.

“We are excited to present the first Wood-
stock Field Report to share the great 
work our partners are doing at the farm,” 
says Carla Vipond, executive vice-pres-
ident of Discovery Farm. “We see these 
types of initiatives growing year-over-
year, with lots of great learning to come 
for farmers.” Download a copy of the 
2022 Discovery Farm Woodstock Field 
Report at www.discoveryfarm.ca.

Discovery Farm Field Report Shares Potential 
Solutions for Soybean and Dairy Producers 
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3541 Trussler Road
New Dundee, ON N0B 2E0

P: 519-696-2213
1-800-265-8945

By Gary West

It was interesting to talk to a Tavistock 
resident about the thousands of young 
farm women known as “Farmerettes,” 
who volunteered on farms during the 
years of World War II from 1941 until 
years after the war was over, since most 
young men were fighting overseas.

In the book called “Onion Skins and 
Peach Fuzz,” written by Shirleyan En-
glish and Bonnie Sitter, involved teenage 
girls from cities, towns, villages and rural 
areas throughout Ontario. They signed 
up to lend a hand and devote their sum-
mers to agricultural labour on market 
garden farms, and orchards in southern 
Ontario, during and after the war.

Farmerettes that were interviewed, and 
their stories told in the book, recalled the 
experience with fondness, and in great 
detail even though, in some cases, near-
ly 80 years have passed since. The two 
authors found them, eager to tell it like 
it was. The program for which they vol-
unteered is documented in government 
reports and statistics that lie forgotten 
in various archives, but those girls, now 
in their senior years, still remember, and 
many describe the experience as the 
best of summers they ever had.

From letters published in the book, these 
Farmerettes worked mostly in southern 
Ontario, and their jobs also included 
weeding onions, hoeing sugar beets, and 
planting celery, and many of them were a 
long way from their homes.

They earned $0.35 an hour, a total pay 
at the end of the week was $14, and they 
had to pay $7 for room and board. They 
did manage to save $50 for the summer 
to bring home to their mothers and even 
brought presents with them to give as 
gifts to their families.

If anyone knows of Farmerettes in our 
area, 4th Line Theatre's managing artis-
tic Director, Kim Blackwell, invites mem-
bers of the community to join her and 
playwright, Alison Lawrence, to share 
stories, memories and reminiscences of 
the history of the Farmerettes.

The gathering will aid in the develop-
ment of Lawrence’s play, Onion Skins and 
Peach Fuzz, based on Bonnie Sitter and 
Shirleyan English‘s book by the same 
name, Memories of Ontario Farmerettes.

All those interested are asked to join 
the 4th Line, and creation and produc-
ing partner, the Blyth Festival, with your 
Farmerette related stories, memories, 
personal experiences, recollections, and 
photographs.

Farmerettes Reminiscence will take 
place in Kitchener, Ontario as many of 
the Farmerettes who are still alive, live 
in Western Ontario.

If anyone in the area is interested or 
knows of someone that is, will be meet-
ing in the Kitchener Public Library, 85 
Queen Street north, on Saturday, April 
15 from 10 a.m. until 1 pm.

Register at https://www.eventbrite.
ca/e/519101826537. Some of the hard working Farmerettes from Southern Ontario. (Photo contributed)

Farmerettes from Southern Ontario

1-800-265-8792
ayrmutual.com

Home - Farm - Auto - Commercial

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL 

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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sales@sfe-sales.com     
www.sfe-sales.com

Spring into Savings

CCUIW 

Regular $74.93

$59.99

sales@sfe-sales.com     www.sfe-sales.com

Stratford
1-866-393-3276 

New Hamburg
1-866-393-0087 

London
1-866-462-8001 

Woodstock
1-866-631-7446 

SPECIAL PRICE  
on lawn mower batteries!

SAVE AS MUCH AS 20% 
on genuine Case IH filters  
by combining our SFE filter sale  

with your instant rebates from Case IH!

10% OFF  
all lawn mower 

parts!

25% OFF 
all Hardi Nozzles!

By Canada Safety Council

Equipment maintenance can be a thank-
less chore and, even if done correctly, 
one that doesn’t pay immediate apparent 
dividends. Done improperly, or not at all, 
however, it can be the difference between 
safe operation and injury or fatality.

National Farm Safety Week is March 14 – 
20, and the Canada Safety Council is call-
ing attention to the need for proper and 
regular farm equipment maintenance.

“Machine malfunctions can be costly in 
a few different ways,” said Gareth Jones, 
President and CEO of the Canada Safety 
Council. “The financial cost of having 
broken machines out of operation is well 
known, of course, but the safety cost to 

yourself, your family, and your workers 
makes routine maintenance a vital as-
pect on any healthy farm.”

Here are a few tips to help keep you safe 
while maintaining your farm equipment.

First, make sure you’re familiar with the 
equipment you’ll be working on. If you’re 
unsure about how to operate the equip-
ment properly or how to use all the con-
trols and safety features, ask for help or 
take a training course.

Always turn the equipment off and put it 
in neutral before performing any main-
tenance. This will prevent the equipment 
from accidentally starting up while you’re 
working on it. Make sure the equipment 
is blocked or chocked to prevent it from 

moving while you’re doing your work.

Wear the appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) when working on 
farm equipment. This includes safety 
tools like hard hats, goggles, gloves, and 
work boots.

Make sure you’re checking equipment 
regularly for worn or damaged parts, re-
placing them as needed. Also, make sure 
you’re cleaning and lubricating equip-
ment as per the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions, to keep it running smoothly and 
efficiently.

When inspecting for damage, focus spe-
cifically on:

• leakages,

• corrosion near battery terminals,

• wear and tear on chains, belts and mov-
ing parts,

• burnt out or damaged bulbs in head-
lights and warning lights, and

• tire deflation, and rust or looseness 
around the wheel bearings.

Finally, always be aware of the safety 
guidelines provided by the manufacturer. 
Review the operator’s manual and follow 
all the safety instructions provided by 
the manufacturer.

By following these tips, you can help keep 
yourself and others safe while main-
taining your farm equipment. Happy 
farming!

Maintenance: Long-Term Investment on the Farm

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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By Veronica Reiner

The provincial government posted a 
notice that it is proposing moderniza-
tions to the Ontario Veterinarians Act, 
and there is an opportunity for the 
public to submit comments. The notice 
was posted on March 1, and comments 
will be accepted until May 31.

Proposed changes are not expected to 
increase costs for veterinary practice 
owners, farmers, or pet owners.

The last significant update to the legis-
lation was in 1989. “Since the late 1980s, 
the practice of veterinary medicine has 
evolved significantly,” wrote the provin-
cial government in the notice. “Some 
parts of the Act and Regulation 1093 
are out of date and in need of modern-
ization.”

The act governs veterinarian licensing 
across Ontario, as well as the practice 
of veterinary medicine, and the accred-
itation of facilities used to practice vet-
erinary medicine. It also establishes the 
governance framework for the regula-
tor, the College of Veterinarians of On-
tario.

The college published a proposal to 
modernize the act called “Achieving a 

Modern Approach to the Regulation of 
Veterinary Medicine in Ontario.” The 
proposal was informed through a con-

sultation process led by the college. 
Consultations revealed several oppor-
tunities, challenges and needs experi-

enced by veterinary professionals and 
the general public, including:

More specifically define the scope of 
practice for veterinary medicine.

Clarify the college’s oversight authority.

Acknowledging roles of veterinary 
technicians within the system. Provid-
ing title protection for certain roles.

Streamline the current complaints and 
resolutions process, including the in-
vestigations process.

Develop a formal quality assurance 
program to ensure continual learning 
and competence of college members.

All suggestions gathered through the 
consultation process will be further as-
sessed and considered by the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA) as its staff develop 
draft amendments.

Comments can be submitted to the 
province’s Regulatory Registry at 
www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.
do?postingId=43867. Alternatively, the 
contact address is the Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch at 1 Stone 
Road West in Guelph, ON, N1G 4Y2.

A veterinarian at work. (Photo credit: Arthur Tumasjan) 

Ontario Veterinarian's Act up for review
Public comments are accepted until May 31

When digging is on your to-do list, Wacker Neuson is ready for 
action. From excavators with best-in-class breakout force to 
powerful skid steers and compact track loaders, and even a 
ground-engaging telehandler, we have the equipment you need to 
really dig into the task at hand.

Looking for ground-breaking solutions? 
Check it off your list with Wacker Neuson. Contact us today.

 2019 Wacker Neuson ET90 Excavator, TR, 1300 
Eng hrs, 74HP, Hyd Thumb 36” tooth bucket 48” 

smooth bucket, Hybrid tracks $118,900

1147158

 2019 Wacker Neuson EZ17 Excavator, TR, 715 
Eng hrs, 17HP, Long stick, rear weight, hyd adj 

track width, 2 buckets. $32,500

1188092

 2023 Wacker Neuson SW21 Skid Steer, 
74HP, Pilot controls, encl cab w/air, hyd 

coupler, Order now! $Call

849396

 2019 Wacker Neuson ST28 Track Loader, 
975 Eng hrs, 74HP, A/C, Hyd Coupler, Aux 

Hyd, Pilot control, bucket. $53,900

1188477

 2023 Wacker Neuson ST31 Track Loader, 
74HP, Pilot Ctrls, 2 speed, cab w/HVAC, 

hyd coupler, Order Now! $Call

840364

 Wacker Neuson WL95 Wheel Loader, 
4WD, 136HP, Ecospeed Pro. Hydrostat 

Trans. 40 km/h. . Cab with AC $Call

979553
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CCC
OMMUNIY

ONCEPTS
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

ARE

Welcome To Community Care ConceptsWelcome To Community Care Concepts

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 

in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 

• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 

• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

• FREE Short Term Home Support
• Grocery Shopping • Caregiver Support
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Telluride2023 Kia Sorento 2023 Kia Carnival

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

The study area for the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment covers Heidelberg and 
St. Clements. 

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo has completed a 
study (Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment) to identify water supply sys-
tem upgrades for the Heidelberg commu-
nity in Wellesley Township. Some of the 
current components of the water supply 
system infrastructure were shown to be 
reaching the end of their service life.

The region’s preferred alternative solu-
tion is to connect the St. Clements and 
Heidelberg water supply systems by in-
stalling a new 1.1 kilometre transmis-
sion watermain along Lobsinger Line. 
St. Clements wells will provide the wa-
ter supply for both communities, and the 
Heidelberg water treatment plant would 
be decommissioned.

A project file report summarizing the 
study process and findings is available 
online for a 30-day comment period as of 
March 15. It can be found on the region’s 
website at https://www.regionofwaterloo.
ca/CurrentWaterProjects/.

The Region of Waterloo (Region) has com-
pleted a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) Study to identify water 
supply system upgrades for the commu-
nity of Heidelberg (see Study Area map). 

Some of the existing components of the 
water supply system infrastructure are 
reaching the end of their service life and 
this EA Study has been considering the 
best way to address this issue.

Those interested can submit written com-
ments until April 14 to Ayman Khedr, 
who works at the Engineer, Engineering 
and Planning department at the Region 
of Waterloo. He can be reached through 
email or via telephone at 519-575-4400 
extension 4412.

If there are any outstanding concerns 
after discussions with the region, a re-
quest can be made to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks, 
only on the grounds that the requested or-
der may prevent, mitigate or remedy ad-
verse impacts on constitutionally protect-
ed Aboriginal and treaty rights. Requests 
should include the requester's contact in-
formation and full name for the ministry.

The request should be sent in writing or by 
email to the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (777 Bay Street, 
5th Floor, Toronto ON, M7A 2J3) at min-
ister.mecp@ontario.ca and Director, 
Environmental Assessment Branch (135 
St. Clair Ave. West, 1st Floor, Toronto ON, 
M4V 1P5) at EABdirector@ontario.ca.

Region of Waterloo has completed study on water 
supply system in Heidelberg
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COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Still Learning During 
March Break

Mom, Ramona McLeod, watches on as her daughter Annabelle does her word search at the 
Tavistock Library during March Break. The library was a very busy spot for the week. (Photo 
credit: Wendy Lamond)
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SPORTS —

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS NEW HAMBURG FIREBIRDS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Mar 24th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

By Lee Griffi

Tavistock decided to start James Hopper 
between the pipes in the deciding game 
of their first-round series with Woodstock 
Monday after he helped the Braves take 
game six in his first start of the series. 
While the goaltender and the Braves did 
spot the Navy Vets leads of 2-0 and 3-1, 
they came back to force an extra period 
where Jayden Seguin played the hero, 
sending Tavistock to a second-round date 
with the New Hamburg Firebirds.

Seguin scored his only goal of the series 
in overtime on a feed from captain Zach 
Gladding after he pummeled a Navy Vet 
player into the boards with a clean hit to 
send the hometown crowd home happy 
after a 7-game series that saw both close 
games and blowout wins. Seguin, a Guelph 
native, says he’s never scored a more im-
portant goal. “Game seven. It doesn’t real-
ly get bigger than that. Battling back was 
a challenge, but this team doesn’t back 
down from adversity. We stayed confident. 
We kept our heads in the game. It’s never 
over until it’s over.”

The Braves were down by two after forty 
minutes, but Owen Rahn’s first of the series 
was followed by Christian Bergman’s sec-
ond to force the extra period. Woodstock’s 
Ethan Szabo was easily the best player on 
the ice throughout the seven games and 
scored the first two Navy Vets goals of the 
night, winding up with eight goals and 13 
points in the series. Zehr says the former 
Cambridge Redhawk is a dynamic player. 
“He was certainly great all series long. He 
is a top player in the division. His speed 
and playmaking ability are exceptional. 
He makes something happen every time 
he is on the ice.”  

Zehr adds it was a heck of a series. “Coming 
into it, we knew it was going to be com-
petitive and wasn’t going to be easy. They 
have some players on that roster that are 
exceptional hockey players and brought 
their game to another level. I think in any 
great series, you are going to see some ups 
and downs throughout, but I am proud of 
our group for not giving up when we fell 
down 3-2 after a few lackluster games.”  

Braves captain Zach Gladding may be 
playing his best hockey of the season fol-
lowing his recovery from a concussion 
against Wellesley. Zehr says despite the 
ups and down, he’s proud of his captain 
and the rest of the team. “Definitely some 
peaks and valleys on our end. Games 
three, four, and five were not our best ef-
forts. I think we were able to use those 
games as motivation once it was do or die. 
When a team has you on the brink like 
that, everyone has to take a look around 
the room and find it within the group to 
turn things around. Glads stepped up in 
a big way, he is the captain of this team 
for many reasons, and his ability to take 
charge and lead the team into the back 
half of this series is one of them.”  

Tavistock made the move to start Hopper 

in games six and seven, something Zehr 
says turned out to be the right move. “I 
can’t say enough about Hops and his per-
formance tonight and in game six. As a 
rookie, playing in his first and second play-
off games, both elimination and in front of 
a full home crowd, he was outstanding. He 
had to make some very key saves to keep 
us in it and give us the opportunity to get 
this win. I am very happy for him.”  

Game six saw Tavistock hang on for a 
3-2 win in front of nearly 800 fans in 
Woodstock. The Braves led 3-0 after 40 
minutes on goals from Nicolas Thibodeau, 
Nathan Yeck and Connor Otto. Owen Rahn 
picked up his fifth assist of the series on 
Otto’s second period marker. The Navy 
Vets woke up in the third with goals from 
Nolan Brett, his sixth of the series, and 
Brandon Lamb, but Hopper was able to 
weather the storm and earn the win. The 

appearance was the Stratford native’s first 
of the series, where he stopped 28 of the 
30 shots he faced. Coming into game six 
Tavistock was outscored 26-18 in the se-
ries and 19 to 9 the last three games.

Game five was a missed opportunity for 
Tavistock as they let leads of 2-1 and 5-3 
slip away as Woodstock’s Ethan Szabo 
scored three consecutive third-peri-
od goals to sneak out a 6-5 victory. The 
Braves were led by Gladding’s three goals 
and an assist, while Suljack added a goal 
and three helpers. Jeff Kernichan allowed 
six goals on 30 shots in the Tavistock net 
and had a 5.03 goals against with a .844 
save percentage in the series. That com-
pares to a 3.01 goals against and a .902 
save percentage in the regular season.

Tavistock’s focus turns immediately to 
powerhouse New Hamburg for one of 
the two Doherty Division semi-final se-
ries. “Obviously, we want to enjoy this win 
but the message in the room was that the 
jobs not done. A very quick turnaround so 
we need to get our focus shifted to New 
Hamburg, we know they will be ready to 
go coming off their bye,” adds Zehr.

At press time the Tavistock vs. New 
Hamburg series schedule had not been 
finalized.

Wellesley vs. Norwich

The other Doherty Division semi-final has 
the second-place Applejacks battling the 
third-place Merchants:

Game 1  Wednesday, March 22 in Wellesley 
at 8:30 p.m.

Game 2 Friday, March 24 in Norwich at 8 
p.m.

Game 3 Saturday March 25 in Wellesley at 
7:30 p.m.

Game 4 Tuesday March 28 in Norwich at 
7:30 p.m.

*Game 5 Thursday March 30 in Wellesley 
at 8:30 p.m.

*Game 6 Sunday April 2 in Norwich at 2 
p.m.

*Game 7 Monday April 3 in Wellesley at 
7:30 p.m.

* if necessary

Braves Roar Back to Take Game 7 – Face Firebirds in 
Doherty Division Round 2

OPTIMIST CLUB OF SHAKESPEARE

PIGTAIL STAG
Shakespeare Community Centre

Thursday, April 6th, 2023
$30 per person includes door prizes

Refreshments and games of chance at 6pm
Dinner: 6pm - 8:30pm | Catered by Kennedy’s

The Optimist club of Shakespeare is again selling Easter Hams.
They are approximately 3 pound cured hams from Perth County Pork Producers at $20 each 

Pick up at Shakespeare Optimist Hall on March 30 - must be pre-ordered
Call Murray Schlotzhauer 519-276-1039 or Gary West 519-272-9140

The Tavistock Braves take on the Woodstock Navy Vets. 
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TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

AA CHAMPIONSHIP

Tavistock Royals vs
Ripley Wolves
Sun., Mar. 26th 2023 
at 1:00 p.m.

Tavistock & District Recreation Centre

Clive A. lAwry
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX

PREPARATION
519-655-3490 • 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock

Serving Tavistock and Area for 33 years!

Monday to Friday 9-5 • Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

By Russel Evans

It was an impressive run in European 
competitions for Rianna Forthuber, for-
mer member of the Tavistock and District 
Skating Club, and her Nexxice teammates.

The team, which represents the Burlington 
Skating Club, started strong with a first-
place finish in the junior synchronized 
skating category at the Hevelius Cup in 
Gdansk, Poland, which took place Feb. 
9-11. They followed this up with a re-
spectable third place at the Challenger 
Series Spring Cup in Sesto San Giovanni, 
Italy, from Feb. 17-19 before heading back 
home to prepare for the World Junior 
Synchronized Skating Championships in 
Angers, France, due to be held from Mar. 
10-11.

In those World Junior Synchronized 
Skating Championships, team Nexxice 
would come out in second place, just 
over three points behind Finland’s Team 
Fintastic.

“It was tougher than normal training,” said 
Forthuber, describing the team’s prepara-
tions for the overseas events. She said the 
fact that a lot of the team had never com-
peted in Europe before inspired her and 
her teammates to work hard in prepara-
tion. This was actually Forthuber’s second 
time competing in Europe, having been 
part of the Nexxice junior team for the 
2022 World Junior Synchronized Skating 
Championships in Innisbruck, Austria.

Along with hard work and preparation, 
Forthuber attributed her and her team’s 
success over the past month in Europe to, 
well, teamwork. “If it weren’t for every-
body on the team, we wouldn’t have been 
where we were,” she told the Gazette.

The grade 12 student at Stratford’s St. 
Michael Catholic Secondary School said 
this experience has taught her a valuable 
lesson about her future skating career.

“It definitely showed me that if you put 
your mind to something, you can do what 
you need to,” Forthuber said.

Successful European trip for Tavistock skater

Rianna Forthuber with her silver medal after her skating team finished second in the World 
Junior Synchronized Skating Championships in Angers, France. (Photo contributed by Ri-
anna Forthuber)

Huskies forward Moir Forde directing a shot towards goal. (Photo credit: Russel Evans)

By Russel Evans

It was win or go home for the New Hamburg 
Huskies U18BB team on Sunday, Mar. 19 as 
they faced the Aylmer Flames in an elimina-
tion matchup.

In the first period, it appeared to be a fairly 
evenly matched contest with both sides trad-
ing chances, though the Huskies did start to 
dominate the possession game late in the 
period.

It was in the second that the ice seemed to 
really tilt in the Huskies favour. Not 40 sec-
onds into the period, Eric MacKay would score 
to put New Hamburg up 1-0. Around four 
minutes later, the speedy defenceman Finn 
Scozzafava would light the lamp himself to 
bring the lead up to 2-0, which would be the 
score at the end of the second.

That scoreline would remain for most of the 
third period until, while the Huskies were kill-
ing off a double minor penalty in the late stag-
es of the game, Hayden Cobb found himself 
in alone against the goalkeeper and buried a 

goal to put an end to the Flames’ hopes of con-
tinuing their season. Emotions surely running 
high in that moment, a Flames defenceman 
pushed Cobb into the boards behind the net 
as he celebrated the shorthanded goal. That 
incident and the ensuing scrum resulted in 
several penalties for the Flames players in-
volved, with at least three being ejected from 
the game with just over a minute remaining.

Huskies head coach Dave MacKay attribut-
ed the team’s success largely to their ability 
to maintain possession of the puck, putting it 
simply, “if they don’t have the puck, they can’t 
score.”

Especially after the Huskies opened the scor-
ing, it was a physical contest with both sides 
trading body checks back and forth. MacKay 
said that he expected this may be the case, 
given that it was an elimination game and 
players not wanting to see their season come 
to an end. Anticipating this, MacKay stressed 
upon his players to keep a cool head before 
the game, noting that any suspensions would 
carry over into the next season.

Huskies avoid elimination with 3-0 shutout win over 
Aylmer Flames
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by volunteering at

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
LOCALLY & GLOBALLY

41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg
mccthriftontario.com/newhamburg

SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

Tavistock’s fifth-place finish in the Western 
Ontario Athletic Association regular stand-
ings has proven meaningless as they contin-
ue to roll in the post-season. A pair of wins 
on the weekend has the Royals up 2-0 on 
the Ripley Wolves in the hunt for a league 
championship.

Following a 6-2 road win in Ripley Saturday, 
Tavistock earned a come from behind 4-3 over-
time win in front of a raucous Sunday after-
noon home crowd. Patrick Vulgan scored the 
winning goal on a setup from Trevor Sauder 
and Sean Kienapple at precisely the 10-min-
ute mark of the extra period. The Royals’ 
Deven Kropf tied the game with just 1:06 re-
maining in regulation from Erik Robichaud 
and Callan Christner. Jack Wieringa and cap-
tain Geoff Killing added second period goals 
for Tavistock, who trailed 1-0 after 20 minutes 
but led 2-1 after 40 before the Wolves scored 
two straight in the third period. Ripley out-
shot Tavistock 41-39, with Jensen Van Boekel 
earning his tenth playoff win.

In Ripley Saturday, Tavistock drubbed the 
hosts by a 6-2 count in a game that the out-
come was never really in doubt. The Royals 
led 2-1 after the first and 4-1 after two peri-
ods of play and were led by Sauder’s two goals. 
Single markers went to Matt Zilke, Cam Leslie, 
Collin Hartwick, and Vulgan. Kienapple and 

Robichaud each chipped in with two assists.  

Head coach Brad Stere says there were plenty 
of positives from the first two games of the 
series. “We went up to Ripley on Saturday, and 
the guys were definitely dialed in and ready. 
Our first period was our best hockey, and we 
didn’t give them any time or space.” He adds 
the Royals had the same effort despite the 
one-goal difference. “Ripley is a very good 
team, so they had a pushback, but we stuck 
with the game plan and persevered. Our team 
is very focused on the task at hand.”

Trevor Sauder has been one of Tavistock’s 
most consistent and dangerous scorers 
throughout the Royals playoff run. Stere says 
his speed is a constant nightmare for oppo-
nents. “He is one of those players that can be 
a game changer, where you want to take their 
time and space away. Trevor is constantly 
forcing their defense into quick decisions, as 
he just doesn’t let up on you. He just gets the 
whole team going with his effort.”  

Stere adds despite being up a pair of wins, he 
isn’t taking anything for granted during game 
three in Ripley. “We expect even more from 
Ripley this coming weekend, and we have to 
match their intensity. They are a very talented 
team, and we cannot ease up. Each game will 
get tougher to win.”

Game four goes Sunday afternoon in Tavistock 
at 1 p.m.  

Royals Keep on Rolling, Lead Wolves 2-0 in 
Championship Series

Patrick Vulgan, who scored the winning goal in game two. 



35Thursday, March 23, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

C
C
C

OMMUNIY

ONCEPTS
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

ARE

STUDENT/YOUTH
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
(FULL TIME – MAY/JUNE TO SEPTEMBER)
(UP TO 6 POSITIONS AVAILABLE)
Community Care Concepts provides high quality support services through-
out the Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot that enable seniors 
and adults with disabilities to remain as independent as possible in their 
own homes. Community Care Concepts is a non-pro�t volunteer-based 
organization.
We are searching for students/youth to work in a variety of roles including a 
Community and Social Services Worker, an Activities Leader – Seniors 
and a Case Aide (5 days per week– 35 hours per week – starting as early as 
mid-May to September).  
The Community and Social Services Worker will work in our home and 
community-based programs across Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot Town-
ships.  The Activities Leader-Seniors will work in our adult day programs 
and group-based community programs across the Townships. Both will be 
directly involved in delivering programs and services to meet the social, 
physical, emotional and cognitive needs of our clients.  
We also searching for a Case Aide to provide a variety of administrative and 
direct service functions associated with the case management of clients and 
the coordination of our programs and services within our Elmira o�ce.  
Candidates must meet the eligibility of the Canada Summer Jobs program 
including:
- be between 15 and 30 years of age at the start of the employment
- be a Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or person to whom refugee 

protection has been conferred under the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act for the duration of the employment; and,

- have a valid Social Insurance Number at the start of employment and be 
legally entitled to work in Canada in accordance with relevant provincial 
or territorial legislation and regulations

The ideal candidates will possess education in recreation, gerontology, 
social services, personal support work or a related discipline accompanied 
by directly related experience in working with seniors or adults with disabili-
ties. Computer pro�ciency as well as strong oral and written communication 
skills, an ability to work independently, program planning and delivery skills 
and knowledge of the needs of the client base are essential.  A valid driver’s 
license and access to a reliable vehicle are a de�nite asset. A mandatory 
vaccination policy is in place within the organization.
Quali�ed candidates are invited to submit a resume and cover letter no later 
than 4 pm on Friday March 31, 2023 to:  

Cathy Harrington, Executive Director
Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

929 Arthur Street South
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z2
cathyh@communitycareconcepts.ca



36 Thursday, March 23, 2023 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

TRAVEL —

It’s a remarkable moment, one 
that stays in your memory for a 
long, long time. You’re standing 
in a small, stone-built, domed 
chamber, deep inside an enor-
mous Irish “passage tomb”. 
You’re surrounded by three 
alcoves, furnished with large, 
shallow stone bowls which once 
held human remains.

And then the lights go out.

It’s pitch black. You know there 
are a dozen or so other people 
squeezed beside you into this 
small, walled space but you 
can’t see a hint of that. And then 
you notice a ray of light, creep-
ing along the low, narrow, rocky 
passage you followed into the 
heart of this tomb; soon it lights 
up the chamber, replicating the 
effect that happens naturally 
only once a year on the winter 
solstice.

You sense you have entered a 
deeply spiritual place, replete 
with arcane stone carvings but 
you’re also marvelling at the 
engineering feats involved in 

building this enormous struc-
ture which has a diameter of 85 
meters and reaches 13 meters in 
height. Because it’s ancient, this 
place now known as Newgrange 
is older than Stonehenge, older 
than the Egyptian pyramids.

This is a Neolithic (new stone 
age) monument, built around 
3200 BC. That’s more than 5,000 
years ago.

Equally remarkable, perhaps, is 
the fact that Newgrange is just 
one of several impressive pas-
sage tombs located here in the 
site known as Brú na Bóinne, 
in County Meath, Ireland, eight 
kilometers from the town of 
Drogheda. Nearby are Knowth 
and Dowth, both significant 
monuments in their own right.

In fact, Knowth is probably 
more impressive than New-
grange in that it is larger than 
Newgrange, containing a large 
burial mound with two entranc-
es, and 17 smaller “satellite” 
mounds.

Newgrange, however, demands 
a visit because it is the only 
tomb visitors are allowed to 
enter – always with a guide of 
course, on carefully timed and 
numbers-limited tours.

Dowth is also nearby but the 
usual Brú na Bóinne tour in-
cludes the recently re-invented 
visitor centre, Newgrange and 
Knowth.

My most recent visit to Brú na 
Bóinne was actually my third 
time to be at the site. (And yes, 
I’d happily go back again.) My 
first impression this time was 

that the changes to the visitor 
centre have made that place 
nothing short of spectacular.

They have completely re-imag-
ined the educational space, of-
fering a walk-through experi-
ence that thoroughly orients the 
visitor to the story of the pas-
sage tombs and the people who 
laboriously constructed them.

The exhibits also offer clues 
but no solutions to the myster-
ies of the elaborate, geometric 
and circular carvings that adorn 
both the exterior and interior of 
the tombs. We can only specu-
late as to the details of the belief 
systems of these ancient ances-
tors of ours but these sites offer 
clear evidence that they did, in 
fact, believe.

And the exhibits also under-
score the amazing scientific 
knowledge these Neolithic peo-
ple had in constructing New-
grange to align with the win-
ter solstice, in transporting the 
enormous stones that surround 
the structures and in building 
these remarkable passages.

If you plan to vist Brú na Bóinne, 
book ahead. The guardians of 
Newgrange and its neighbours 
are very committed to pro-
tecting their treasures. Visitor 
numbers are limited. The only 
access is via the visitor centre 
(ticketed entrance only), then 
by bus to the two most usual 
sites – Knowth and Newgrange. 
Your visit there is strictly timed.

The guides are great – lead-
ing you around the features at 
Knowth and taking you deep 
into the passage tomb at New-

grange.

It’s one of 
those rare op-
portunities to 

not only experience significant 
history – you cannot escape a 
feeling of sheer amazement, 
perhaps even awe, at the ac-
complishments of these ancient 
builders, craftspersons, artists 
and artisans who worked to-
gether as a community to build 
something we still don’t come 
close to understanding.

Brú na Bóinne is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and entire-
ly deserves the honour.

When you are in the area there 
are several other local attrac-
tions, although none as utter-
ly impressive as the passage 
tombs. For instance, only nine 
minutes away is the site of the 
Battle of the Boyne (1690), 
which pitted the forces of de-
posed King James II of England 
and Ireland against King Wil-
liam II of England and Scotland. 
It’s a complicated bit of history 
but the site is interesting and 
the walled garden, unrelated to 
war and conflict, is really good.

Half an hour west is the charm-
ing town of Kells, where the 
famed “Book of Kells” was kept 
for a period. St. Columba’s 
Church in Kells, still a func-
tioning place of worship, sits on 
an original monastic site. You 
can see ancient Celtic cross-
es, a monk’s tower and inside 
the church, a fine replica of the 
Book of Kells.

Less than half an hour south-
west of Newgrange is the Hill 
of Tara, reputed to be where 
the High Kings of Ireland were 
crowned. A few minutes west of 
Tara is the town of Trim, home 
of Trim Castle.

In short, you can spend several 
wonderful days in the neigh-
bourhood of Newgrange, one 
of the “must-see” sites of the 
world.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Mystery and wonder, in the dark

By Paul Knowles

A smaller tomb at Knowth.

  
 
 
 

 
 

Grand Opening!! 
 LOSE to                         ECOR HomeC  D

  

c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r 3 @ g m a i l . c o m  
@ c l o s e t o h o m e d e c o r  

 

New Store Hours:
Tuesday - Fridays  10:00am-5:00pm

Saturdays   10:00am-3:00pm
 
 

1022 Diefenbacher St., HAWKESVILLE
519-574-4773

10% DISCOUNT ON ONE EASTER DECOR ITEM 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
10:00AM-8:00PM 

Pet of the Week
TOBY

Our Pet of the Week is Toby, who is the 
three-year-old "Blue-Vale” best friend 
and protector of Bob Hall who lives on 

Woodstock Street North in Tavistock. Bob, 
who turns 84 in a couple of weeks, says 

that his mini boxer is very protective of him 
and he doesn’t know what he do without his 
trusty companion. That’s why, he says, that 

dogs are known as man’s best friend. 

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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COMMUNITY —

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH/APRIL 2023

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo was shared by Andrea West, who shared a photo she took last summer of a 
storm rolling in Wilmot. (Photo credit: Andrea West)

Annual Meeting

will be held on 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 1:30 pm 

At the Tavistock Mennonite Church, 131 Wettlaufer St, Tavistock 

Special Presentation:    Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch Language, 

Local Residents Tell of their Life Experiences 
With Rev. Fred Lichti, Moderator 

The Wie Geht’s Tavistock video recordings feature Wilmot-Tavistock 
residents who speak Deitsch, a German dialect which was brought from 

Europe by the settlers and spoken locally here for generations. 30 people
from East Zorra-Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wilmot and Wellesley will be 

featured on March 25 in "Wie Geht's Clips", a story telling event in Deitsch 
(also called Pennsylvania German/Dutch) WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES.   
You’ll hear stories about barn raising, butchering, school days, weddings, 

life-changing accidents, making maple syrup, changes in farming, why 
Deitsch is being lost and much more.

All are welcome. Donations gratefully accepted.

Annual Meeting

will be held on 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 1:30 pm 

At the Tavistock Mennonite Church, 131 Wettlaufer St, Tavistock 

Special Presentation:    Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch Language, 

Local Residents Tell of their Life Experiences 
With Rev. Fred Lichti, Moderator 

The Wie Geht’s Tavistock video recordings feature Wilmot-Tavistock 
residents who speak Deitsch, a German dialect which was brought from 

Europe by the settlers and spoken locally here for generations. 30 people
from East Zorra-Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wilmot and Wellesley will be 

featured on March 25 in "Wie Geht's Clips", a story telling event in Deitsch 
(also called Pennsylvania German/Dutch) WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES.   
You’ll hear stories about barn raising, butchering, school days, weddings, 

life-changing accidents, making maple syrup, changes in farming, why 
Deitsch is being lost and much more.

All are welcome. Donations gratefully accepted.

March 25th

Tavistock and District Historical So-
ciety Annual Meeting

Takes place at Tavistock Mennonite 
Church, 131 Wettlaufer Street in 
Tavistock at 1:30 p.m. Special pre-
sentation: Wie Geht’s? In the Deitsch 
language, local residents tell of their 
life experiences. With Reverend Fred 
Lichti, moderator. You’ll hear stories 
about barn raising, butchering, school 
days, weddings, life changing acci-
dents, making maple syrup, changes 
in farming, why Deitsch is being lost 
and much more.

March 26th

Whisked Up Weekend - Maple Syrup

A special event taking place at Castle 
Kilbride. Features a small mini talk on 
maple syrup and a sampling of maple 
candies (while supplies last). More 
information can be found at www.
castlekilbride.ca.

March 30th

Protect Your Money

Free Zoom workshop hosted by Wilm-
ot Family Resource Centre from 9:30 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Learn information 
about fraud prevention and making 
information financial decisions, com-
mon frauds and warning signs. Guest 
speaker is Christine Allum of the On-
tario Securities Commission. Register 
online at https://bit.ly/3J1Qp7B.

March 31st

Film Screening: Colonization Road

Taking place at 7 p.m. at Zion United 
Church, 215 Peel Street in New Ham-
burg. The film is an exploration of the 
effects of road building by settlers on 
Indigenous land and culture (some 
strong language). For more informa-
tion, email ecumenicalworkinggroup@
gmail.com.

April 2nd

“All Aboard” Carnival

The Tavistock Skating Club presents 
the “All Aboard” carnival. Shows at 
1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Advance tickets 
recommended and can be purchased 
at the arena: March 25th 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.; March 26th from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m.; March 30th from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; and April 1st from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

April 3rd

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 
6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the Town-
ship of Wilmot YouTube page.

April 4th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley You-
Tube page.

April 5th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

Regular council meeting taking place 
at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in In-
nerkip.

April 8th

Tavistock Ag Society is hosting an 
Easter egg hunt in Tavistock. More 
details to come. Check out the Tavis-
tock Fall Fair Facebook page for more 
details.

April 12th

Wilmot Centre Seniors Program

Taking place at Wilmot Centre Church 
in Petersburg at 1 p.m. Free will of-
fering as admission. Sisters Dilya and 
Nargiza serving practical and spiritual 
needs of refugees, e.g. Ukraine, Slavic, 
First Nations and Turkey. Carol We-
icker singing.

April 15th

Games & Grooves

From 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the Wellesley 
Community Centre. Live DJ, dancing, 
twister, games, food and beverages. 
$15 admission, includes sausage on a 
bun. Tickets available at Pym’s, Esso 
or email wellesleylions@gmail.com.

April 15th

Shakespeare Optimist Club Informa-
tion Meeting

Come have a coffee, donut, and get 
updated on the Shakespeare Optimist 
walking path and exercise area. Tak-
ing place at 9 a.m. at the Shakespeare 
Opimist Hall on Galt Street.

April 17th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann Men-
nonite Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West in New Hamburg. Booking times 
are available from about 3 p.m. until 
about 8 p.m. on www.blood.ca.

April 19th

Heritage Day in Wilmot

Taking place at the Wilmot Admin 
Complex at 60 Snyder’s Road West 
in Baden from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Will 
feature local heritage displays, light 
refreshments, and a lecture by Gary 
Warrick (Professor Emertius, Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Heritage 
Studies, Wilfrid Laurier University) 
and Tanya Hill-Montour (Archaeology 
Supervisor of the Six Nations of the 
Grand River).

April 21st to April 30th

Theatre Wellesley presents The La-
dies Foursome

2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday; 8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday. Celebration on 
the bonds that form between these 
four women. Tickets are $18 and 
available at Pym’s Village Market and 
at www.theatrewellesley.com.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) A Sommelier 
2) Vincent Massey 
3) The Underground Railroad 
4) Audrey McLaughlin 
5) Toronto 
6) Burton Cummings 
7) Manitoba 
8) Canada’s first postage stamp 
9) Marc Garneau 
10) Atlantis

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166

info@kratax.caEmail:

Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am -
Large Drop Box Available

4pm

During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come & Join our Family!Come & Join the family

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 
CARD AD 

HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

MAPLE SYRUP  

2023 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

LAWN MAINTENANCE

LAWN CARE PROGRAMS
Programs Available • Rolling • Aerating • Fertilizer

Weed Control • Overseeding
Kyle Meadows           519-801-5983

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

Thank You to Our Farmers!
LOCALLY MADE WITH FARM-FRESH INGREDIENTS.


