
By Lee Griffi

The Chief Administrative Officer for 
Oxford County has handed in his res-
ignation and will become the new CAO 
in Chatham-Kent. Michael Duben’s last 
day with the county will be September 8.

Duben, who has only been in the posi-
tion for 21 months, says the move is a 
good opportunity for him. “They reached 
out to me looking for a CAO, and initially, 
I wasn’t terribly interested, but I started 
thinking about it. It’s a good opportuni-
ty for a couple of reasons. First, it keeps 
me in Southern Ontario, and it’s a sin-
gle tier municipality. I was with the City 
of Windsor for a number of years and 
worked with a number of departments, 
and I haven’t had the opportunity to do 
that for a while.”

He adds he is looking forward to work-
ing with departments like parks and 
recreation, fire, and culture, all things 
Oxford County does not have. “Upper 
tier municipalities (like Oxford) tend to 
be limited to certain services like wa-
ter, roads, and solid waste. This would 
give me the opportunity to get back to 
some of the stuff I used to do, just a lot 
of things I used to do that I’ve missed.”

Duben says he is proud of several ac-
complishments he and his team were 
able to achieve, including the county’s 
ability to provide services at a high lev-
el during the pandemic. “We have three 
long-term care homes, and we were 
very successful in limiting the number 
of fatalities. We restructured the way we 
provided care so that we could have our 
medical people really focus on medi-
cal services and have our support ser-
vices people focused on everything that 
wasn’t medical, like screening and test-
ing. The changes allowed us to respond 
to COVID in a good way.”

He also looks back at fixing an identi-
ty crisis at the county long-term care 
homes as a success. “When I first got 
here, a lot of folks thought it was just 
Woodingford Lodge. They didn’t know 

the county had anything to do with it. We 
have recently put up some county flags 
just so that you know you are going into 
a building that is managed by the county 
and the staff are all county employees. 
Hopefully, that work will continue.”

Duben says from a financial standpoint, 
he is proud of what his staff did to keep 
taxes in line over the past two years. 
“Ultimately, it is council who approves 
the budget, but I’m really proud of the 
work staff did in terms of presenting 
something that was very reasonable. We 
didn’t have any significant tax increases 
during COVID, and at the same time, I 

think we improved our financial status. 
We were just told we are one of the mu-
nicipalities in the province with a AAA 
credit rating, and I think that is because 
of all the work we have done, not just 
in my time here, but it’s been happening 
for several years. Fiscal restraint and 
making sure we have taken advantage 
of efficiencies and taking good care of 
taxpayer dollars.”

When asked about anything he wish-
es he could have accomplished, Duben 
points to what many believe to be a 
poor relationship between the county 

By Veronica Reiner

  The Erb Group of Companies, based in 
New Hamburg, was awarded the Trailblazer 
Purpose Award of 2022 by the Transportation 
Marketing and Sales Association.

The award honours companies that sur-
pass the expectations of their regular duties 
and go the extra mile to give back to their 
communities.

The awards were announced on June 6 at a 
logistics marketing and sales conference in 
Orlando, Florida. A panel of  industry veter-
ans and non-biased judges chose companies 
and individuals for their excellence in sales 
or marketing accomplishments in the past 12 
to 18 months.

"We have always held our philanthropy ef-
forts close to our hearts. It's part of our cul-
ture and helps our employees feel fulfilled,” 
said Dave Dietrich, Vice President of People 
and Culture at The Erb Group of Companies.

“They often inquire about the next food drive 
and actively share initiatives to head office, 
asking if we can be involved. I am honoured 
that we have created an atmosphere that en-
courages our employees to be workplace and 
community leaders."

The company has accommodated many ini-
tiatives related to food security, education, 
poverty, and wellness using their own fleet 
and unique charitable activities to invest 
back into their neighbourhoods.

For example, they have helped to deliver 
four million meals to people facing hunger 
through Feed Ontario, and raised $54,115.24 
during their Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
for local charities, including Aldaview ser-
vices, Wilmot Family Resource Centre, and 
Interfaith Counselling Centre.

Other initiatives by The Erb Group includ-
ed two food drives, and participation in the 
Truckload Carriers Association and Trucks 
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By Veronica Reiner

The Wilmot Youth Action Council (YAC) 
created a rainbow design on the west 
walkway at the front entrance at the Wilm-
ot Recreation Complex in honour of Pride 
Month.

Lacey Smith, Supervisor of Recreation 
Programming, helped to work with YAC 
members to create the marker.

“The Youth Action Council are an import-
ant voice in the community who feel their 
value is showcased through projects such 
as this important Pride Month initiative,” 
she said.

“After hosting virtual meetings over the 
past two years, it was a great way for YAC 
to wrap up their 2021/2022 term for the 
summer.”

While the youth were painting, there were 
several positive comments about the walk-
way and how it will help the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community feel welcomed at our facility.

The Youth Action Council began planning 
for this event at their last meeting in May. 
They meet monthly, and the June meeting 
was their last one before they wrap up for 
the summer.

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Stunt driving charge in Perth East

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
charged an 18-year-old with stunt driving after they 
were found allegedly speeding more than 50 kilometres 
over the speed limit in the Township of Perth East.

On June 7 at about 7 p.m., a police officer on general 
patrol stopped a vehicle on Perth Line 55 in Perth East 
after it was found to be travelling more than 130 kilo-
metres an hour in an 80 kilometre per hour limit zone.

When the officer spoke to the driver, they noticed that 
the novice driver appeared to have been drinking al-
cohol. An Approved Screening Device (ASD) was used.

As a result, an 18-year-old Stratford resident was 
charged with “race motor vehicle - excessive speed,” and 
“novice driver B.A.C. above 0.”

Police initiated a 30-day driving suspension and 14-day 
vehicle impoundment. The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a later 

date to answer to the charges.

It is a condition of the driver’s license of every Novice 
driver and every young driver (under age 22) that their 
blood alcohol concentration must be zero.

Wellesley vehicle theft

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) re-
ceived a report of a motor vehicle theft in the area of 
Park Street in Wellesley Township on June 1 at about 
6:45 a.m. The vehicle was believed to have been entered 
sometime overnight between May 31 and June 1. Per-
sonal property and work tools were stolen.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477.

Single vehicle collision

On May 26 at about 7:10 p.m., emergency services re-
sponded to a single motor vehicle collision in the area 
of Trussler Road in Wilmot Township. The driver, a 
39-year-old Kitchener woman, lost control of her vehi-
cle and struck a hydro pole. She was transported to hos-
pital as a precaution. The investigation is ongoing.

Wilmot vehicle theft

The WRPS received a report of a theft from a motor ve-
hicle in the area of Erb’s Road in Wilmot Township on 
May 25. Police say the vehicle was entered sometime be-
tween May 19 and May 24. The suspect(s) stole various 
tools and equipment.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477.

Wellesley collision

A 24-year-old Kanata man was charged after a collision 
in Wellesley on May 24.

At about 4 p.m., the WRPS responded to reports of a 
collision in the area of Wellington Road 85 and Listowel 
Road in Wellesley Township.

A vehicle stopped on ramp from Line 86 to Listowel 
Road east for debris that was on the roadway. The driver 
of the tractor trailer was travelling behind the vehicle 
but did not stop in time and rear-ended the vehicle.

As a result of the investigation, a 24-year-old man from 
Kanata was charged with “careless driving.”

NEWS BRIEFS

Duben resigns as CAO of Oxford County

Rainbow design painted at Wilmot Recreation 
Complex for Pride month

and the member municipalities. “I don’t 
think municipal governments, particular-
ly upper tier, do a good job at explaining 
their relevance in the community. That is 
something I have been talking to the se-
nior team here about. We must do a better 
job, not just in Tavistock or Plattsville, but 
everywhere in the county, all the things 
we are doing for their communities.”

He adds the county isn’t about to use tax-
payers’ dollars to buy a billboard and ad-
vertise all the great things they are doing, 

but he feels they can do a better job at 
letting people know that they are present 
and that they do care about those munic-
ipalities. “We do a lot of work, sometimes 
behind the scenes.

There are ambulance stations in some 
municipalities that people don’t know 
about because there isn’t a sign on the 
building. We have social housing income 
communities that people literally live 
next door and have no idea the county is 
involved in.”

Although he was only here for a short 

period of time, Duben says he’s going 
to miss the people in Oxford. “There 
are some great people on staff. My term 
here was throughout COVID so it was a 
challenging time, but I am really proud 
of what the staff has accomplished while 
I’ve been here.”

While his last day comes in a few months, 
Duben does say he’s willing to help wher-
ever needed. “If council would like me to 
assist them with the transition and help 
with the search, I’d be happy to. I’m fa-
miliar with many CAO types, so to speak. 

I am sure there are people who may want 
to replace me that I know. That’s up to 
council, but I offer my assistance and 
what little wisdom I have on what it takes 
to be a CAO in an organization like this. 
Even after I leave, happy to offer any ad-
vice or assistance to anybody who replac-
es me.”

Oxford County Council will likely meet 
next week to come up with a plan to re-
place Duben.
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FEATURE —

By Lee Griffi

The June provincial election is a thing of 
the past and voters are now turning their 
attention to the fall municipal elections 
across Ontario being held on October 24.

East Zorra Tavistock elects a total of sev-
en members of council, and so far, only 
one candidate has put his or her name 
forward. Jeremy Smith is an incumbent 
from the Innerkip area and will again be 
running in Ward 3, but no word yet on 
if the other current councillor, Matthew 
Gillespie, is also seeking re-election. Ward 
2 has just one position on council, cur-
rently held by Scott Rudy. Phil Schaefer 
and Marg Lupton are the incumbents for 
Ward 1. The Gazette has asked Mayor Don 
McKay, who resides in Woodstock, several 
times if he is going to run again, but each 
time, the question has gone unanswered. 
Don Edmiston right now occupies the 
Deputy Mayor seat.

In case you are interested, here is the 
pay scale for our elected officials in East 
Zorra-Tavistock:

· Mayor – $20,732.54 per year (plus an ad-
ditional $30,535 for an automatic seat on 
Oxford County Council

· Deputy Mayor – $17,718.41 per year

· Councillor – $14,700 per year

If you decide that you are willing to put 
your name on the ballot in October, there 
are some steps you will need to take. 
Will Jaques is the township's Corporate 
Services Manager and Clerk. "Once some-
one has decided that they wish to run, 
they would contact me. If they would 
like to pick up a copy of the candidate's 
package or receive a copy of the package 
electronically, I can make this available. 
To submit the required information, they 
are required to set up an appointment 
with me to ensure I am available to assist. 
This must be done in person as we require 
original signatures on the various items 
that must be submitted."

There are several forms that need to be 
filled out by anyone running, including 
a nomination form along with providing 
current identification and consent to re-
lease personal information. All of these 
can be found on the township's website, 
including a package from a Candidates 
Information Night, held back in April.

There is also a $200 nomination fee for 
mayor, while every other position re-
quires a $100 payment. Once an aspiring 
candidate has the paperwork filled out, 

it's time to have a sit-down. "By contact-
ing me, I can ensure that they receive all 
the necessary information that is required 
to be submitted, as well as answer any 
outstanding questions they might have. 
In addition, in order to officially file their 
nomination, they would be required to 
book an appointment with me to do so to 
ensure I am available to meet with them," 
says Jacques.

As you might expect, there is a deadline 
for filing all the necessary paperwork 
with the township. "Nominations must be 
submitted no later than 2 p.m. on Friday, 
August 19, or 'Nomination Day'. To com-
mence their candidacy, one must first be 
nominated. After Nomination Day, the 
Clerk completes a review of the nomina-
tions to determine whether the candidates 
are indeed qualified and will certify eligi-
ble applications by Monday August 22 at 4 
p.m. Prior to certification, candidates are 
considered 'unofficial'," says Jacques.

Win or lose, each and every candidate 
is required to complete some financial 
homework. "Following the election, all 
candidates, including those who were 
unsuccessful or withdrew their nomina-
tions, must file the 'Financial Statement – 
Auditor's Report' or 'Form 4' before 2:00 
p.m. on March 3 of 2023, reflecting the 
candidate's election campaign finances 
as of December 31 in the year of the elec-
tion. The earliest this can be filed is the 
first day the Township Office is open, in 
January of 2023.

While the election is nearly five months 
out, voters can be proactive in making sure 
they are on the list, particularly for new 
East Zorra-Tavistock residents. "Voters 
should be accessing www.voterlookup.ca 
in order to confirm or update their voting 
information, add a voter's name to an ad-
dress, and change school support for the 
purpose of voting in a school board elec-
tion," says Jaques. If you go to the web-
site, type 'EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK' 
in the Municipality box for best results. 
"This is especially important for residents 
who have moved since the 2018 election. 
While one who is not on the voter's list 
(and should be) can have their name add-
ed at a later date, it is best to confirm one's 
information now so that they may be en-
sured to receive their Voter Instruction 
Letter in the mail which is set to occur in 
the first week or so of October. The Voter 
Instruction Letter will contain all the in-
formation required for one to vote by in-
ternet or telephone," he adds.

Ready to Run for your local Council? Here's What 
You Need to Know

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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OPINION —

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at info@wilmotpost.ca or tavistockgazette@rogers.com (200 words or less)

We offer a salute to fathers ev-
erywhere on June 19, the special 
day recognizing them.

The role and position of fathers 
vary from culture to culture, and 
either having a father or being a 
father brings special situations 

and events.

As with a number of observances, 
this event was believed to have 
originated in the United States 
and was first marked about 1910, 
though it did not receive wide-
spread observance for several 
years until the idea spread more 
widely. Canadians followed soon 
after. Its origins were said to be 
a result of a single father whose 
young wife had passed, leaving 
him with a number of children 
whom he apparently adored and 
mentored.

There are a number of artists 
and writers who have illustrated 
the concept of fathers with their 
children, taking them on fishing 
trips, sports events, church ser-
vices and other notable events to 
show their affection and support. 

Some also have encouraged the 
children to follow their occupa-
tion or, conversely, to strike out 
boldly and work for excellence in 
professions or activities of their 
own choice. Their encourage-
ment for independence can be 
seen as well in some families.

History also emphasizes the 
leadership role fathers can play, 
such as using the terms “Fathers 
of Confederation” and also in ra-
dio programs like “Father knows 
Best”.

On a more personal note, as 
some may know that my own 
father passed away before my 
third birthday, so there was a 
void in my life; an older brother 
who had, as it turned out, many 
difficulties in understanding or 
trying to accept the loss. Impor-

tantly, there was a mother who 
had to undertake rearing two 
sons different as night and day in 
some ways and needed to resort 
to welfare assistance to keep the 
family together. In later years, re-
flecting on these events was that 
the role of a father became so ev-
ident to me. What unusual events 
might have occurred to take me 
on unknown paths? There is the 
fact that may have been the case.

Some of the darker side was that 
it left me without a role model 
to prepare me for fatherhood, 
though the family which fol-
lowed our marriage was one of 
happiness and cohesion. Many 
times it seemed that my own ef-
forts and actions seemed to me 
to be somewhat inadequate, but 
a happy relationship continues, 

and in my later years, their sup-
port and love is a great comfort.

As with other events in our lives, 
Fathers’ Day has been commer-
cialized, and media present many 
choices in the way of gifts to give 
to a father. Shall it be a new shirt, 
front row tickets to a Blue Jays’ 
game, joint fishing trip, breakfast 
in bed, or some other tangible 
expression? Better still is the gift 
of love and support, and though 
it cannot be wrapped in foil and 
tied with bright ribbons, it can 
endure for decades longer with 
mutual benefit and happiness.

Happy Fathers’ Day!

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Fathers’ Day 2022

By Ernie Ritz
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Bacon Scrapins are the little bits 
of meat left in the greasy fry pan. 
They’re tasty, but the ‘nutrition’ 
needs searching for. This tale is 
a bacon scrapin.

My wife’s what my Scottish 
grandma would have called “a 
canny shopper”! She checks the 
flyers and then makes lists. Not 
just one. Lists! Another for each 
store where there’s the best deal 

for that item.

At the beginning of the week, 
we ventured into the city to that 
place where you’ve got to pay for 
the card, and show it at the en-
trance before they let you in to 
spend. I hoped there’d be fewer 
folks early in the week. Nope – 
the parking lot was packed as 
usual. She had 12 items on our 
list – those things where more or 
bigger is better. In most places, 
you buy an item as a single. At 
the big C, each is twice as big, or 
packed in 2’s, 3’s or 6’s. Cheaper 
by the dozen, I guess.

You need a plan or a map in 
there. I’m absolutely certain that 
they move stuff around every 
week, just to keep you guessing, 
or so you’ll put stuff in the cart 
that you didn’t know you needed 
until you saw it instead of what 
you were looking for. We had a 
simple plan. Walk up and down 

every aisle in sequence and hope 
we’d find it all. Didn’t work.

My wife decided she needed 
to go back and look for stuff. I 
generously offered to stay put 
up against a tall rack of various 
snacks and wait for her. Standing 
still, you get to check out your 
fellows.

I didn’t recognize anyone in 
there, but I was drawn to notice 
a couple doing their thing very 
efficiently. The husband pushed 
the cart and loaded whatev-
er she directed. She, of flaming 
red hair tight in a barrette with 
a voice to be heard at the cash 
registers, operated her electric 
wheelchair like it was a dodgem 
car on a track at the fair. In and 
out between the buggies, up an 
aisle, stop ½ way, pull a tight 180º 
mid lane, zip back, then around 
the freezers’ corner. All the time, 
she’s on her cell phone, toggling 

the controller with her other 
hand, asking a friend if she want-
ed her to pick up some chocolate 
coated popcorn in a bag the size 
of softener salt, or some other 
rare item. She probably could 
cover the store three times, and 
I would still have yet to find my 
way back to the registers - only 
once through. Good entertain-
ment she was!

We had 12 items in the cart when 
we finally got to the back cor-
ner, but still had only four items 
crossed off the list. Now I know 
why the average ‘big C’ shopper 
spends an average of $200 per 
trip, and no one drives a cheap 
car. You’ve got to have big money 
to afford to shop there when you 
come out with only 1/3 of what 
you went in for and still left them 
with $150. Maybe not so canny 
after all?

We live out a way, in a ‘9 stop-

sign’ sized community between a 
farm and a golf course – ‘between 
the poop and a putt’, so to speak. 
So, mid-week, we drove the other 
direction into town to get the un-
found stuff, plus those things on 
the other lists.

It turns out, in each of the plac-
es we stopped, we remembered 
where the items were – nobody 
had tried to trick us since last 
week. We got all the other need-
ed items at a total price ‘the can-
ny one’ was satisfied with. And I 
got a bonus. Two, really.

At my age, I know faces, but don’t 
always remember the name that 
correctly matches that face. What 
were the bonuses?

I didn’t fear getting run over in 
the aisles, and two, the gentle-
man in the drug store greeted me 
by my name.

I prefer shopping locally!

BACON SCRAPINS: A Shopping Bonus

By Barry S. Wolfe
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EXPERT ADVICE: Combat Aches and Pains While Working From Home 

Working from home has become 
increasingly more popular, and 
it is important to learn some 
management techniques to com-
bat muscle fatigue and stiffness. 
Here are some helpful ways to 
self manage some aches and 
pains that you may experience 
throughout the day: 

Proper workstation set up – Ide-
ally, a sit-to-stand desk would be 
great so that you can frequently 
take breaks from a sitting posi-
tion without having to stop be-
ing productive. We understand 
that this set up is not feasible 

for everyone, so for those who 
have a normal desk set up here 
are some ways to maximize your 
ergonomics. Make sure that your 
chair has adequate back support, 
has arm rests, and has room for 
your legs to sit both crossed and 
uncrossed. Proper chair and arm 
rest height should allow you to 
sit with both feet on the floor 
with the knees and elbows bent 
90 degrees. The armrests should 
also be level with the desk and 
the monitor that you are working 
from should be at a height where 
your eyes are level with the top 
third of the screen. This setup 
will allow optimal positions of 
the back, neck, and wrists to min-
imize end of day soreness. You 
should also ensure that there is 
minimal glare off the computer 
screen and that the font is large 
enough to read while maintain-
ing a neutral spine; these two 
tricks will help to minimize eye 
strain and headaches. 

Movement is Medicine – Take 
movement breaks! Short and 
frequent breaks every 30 min-

utes can really help mitigate end 
of day pain and stiffness. Move-
ment will increase blood flow to 
the muscles and lubricate the 
joints, which the body loves! 
Think of the movement breaks 
like snacks, your body loves 
movement snacks, instead of 
having one large movement meal 
at the end of the day, think about 
snacking all day long! The breaks 
can be as simple as standing up 
and leaning back for 30 sec-
onds to counteract the hunched 
sitting position that you were 
in, you can walk up and down a 
flight of stairs or do some shoul-
der circles and squats! It does 
not have to be complicated, just 
move. Some great apps to down-
load that can help remind you to 
move throughout the day include 
BreakTime and Stand Up. 

Switch up your tasks – Instead of 
answering emails for hours on 
end, then switching the phone 
calls, then to paperwork, try and 
rotate through different tasks 
more frequently. Creating a more 
dynamic work environment will 

help minimize repetitive stress 
and tasks, which lead to in-
creased muscle fatigue and your 
susceptibility to injury. Switching 
tasks often will utilize differ-
ent muscles and positions, mak-
ing your job less repetitive and, 
therefore, easier for your body to 
manage. 

Take care of yourself – Muscle 
tension is very linked to stress; 
when our stress levels are high, 
our brains send a protective sig-
nal which tells our muscles to 
tighten. A side effect of this is an 
increase in lactic acid production 
which feels like burning muscle 
tension or soreness. Stress is also 
linked to headaches and chron-
ic long term pain. Introducing 
ways to mitigate your stress lev-
els can happen on a daily, weekly 
or monthly basis. Some of these 
can include taking deep long 
breaths into the belly or spend-
ing time outdoors (daily), joining 
fitness or yoga classes (weekly), 
or having manual therapy done 
by your local Massage Therapist, 
Chiropractor or Physiotherapist 

(monthly). Visiting a manual 
therapist has many benefits oth-
er than just pain relief, one being 
that manual therapy has shown 
to downregulate the nervous sys-
tem, allowing us to come out of 
a stressful state which is called a 
sympathetic state, into more of a 
restful state called a parasympa-
thetic state. On top of all of these 
tricks, you want to make sure 
to be drinking lots of water and 
eating nutrient dense foods – so 
visit your local farmers for some 
fresh eggs, veggies and meat!

Dr. Melissa Hamilton is a Chiro-
practor at New Hamburg Wellness 
Centre. She graduated with honors 
from the University of Guelph Hu-
man Kinetics program, where she 
continued to complete her Masters 
in Human Health and Nutritional 
Sciences. She then completed her 
Doctor of Chiropractic Degree at 
the Canadian Memorial Chiro-
practic College in Toronto and she 
is now currently completing her 
residency program to become a 
Chiropractic Sport specialist.

By Melissa Hamilton

EXPERT ADVICE: Summer Learning Loss

Summer is upon us, which means 
many children go from a struc-
tured school routine to a more re-
laxed daily schedule. While down-
time in the summer is great, the 
two-month gap in learning can 
cause summer learning loss, also 
referred to as the summer slide, 
brain drain, and the summer set-
back.

This can be frustrating for both 
parents and students. After 
watching their child struggle to 
master vital skills like writing 
and math over the course of the 
school year, summer comes along 
and seems to wipe the memory 
clean. In this article, we will cover 
some tips on how to combat sum-
mer learning loss.

It's the old adage of "use it or lose 
it" come to life. Without regular 
practice, new skills and knowl-
edge fade. What's even more wor-
risome is that these dips in learn-
ing can be even more dramatic as 
kids enter middle school.

One area that is hit particularly 
hard is math. On average, stu-
dents can lose approximately 2.6 
months of math learning over the 
summer. These setbacks can take 
up to six weeks of re-learning old 
material to make up for summer 
learning loss.

How Do You Combat Summer 
Learning Loss?

July and August offer a chance 
for students to combat summer 
learning loss and stay academi-
cally motivated so that, when they 
return to school in the fall, they'll 
be more than prepared.

Bring Play Into Learning

Since math is an area with the 
most significant summer learn-
ing loss, one of the most import-
ant roles you can play in how to 
combat summer learning loss, is 
modelling interest in the value of 
math. Instead of thinking about 
math as a chore, connect it to your 
child's real-life experiences. Find 

something your child is already 
passionate about, then draw out 
the mathematical features. It's a 
great way to help your kids see 
that math touches everything. 
If they like to draw, you can find 
books or videos to teach them 
the importance of ratios, scaling, 
and angles. If they're interested 
in sports, use the hockey rink, 
football field, or soccer pitch to 
show the importance of fractions. 
Games like Yahtzee, Monopoly, 
and Sequence utilize basic math 
skills such as counting, adding, 
and categorizing.

 Hire a Tutor

 A tutor can provide structure and 
support so your child will not only 
retain what they have learned 
throughout the school year but 
can also improve their knowledge 
in advance of the year to come. It's 
also an opportunity to help your 
child overcome personal learning 
challenges in a safe environment.

Make Reading An Everyday Ac-
tivity

The results of a 2004 study sug-
gest that the effect of reading four 
to five books is potentially large 
enough to prevent a decline in 
reading achievement scores from 

the spring to the fall. Further-
more, children who reported easy 
access to books also read more 
books. A few things you can do to 
make books more accessible are:

 • Take a trip to your local library 
and allow your child to choose 
books of interest to them.

 • Bring books on car rides or 
when you go to the park or beach.

 • Implement a quiet reading hour 
once a day.

 • Create a summer reading chal-
lenge.

 Literacy Activities: Journaling

 Journaling is an excellent way 
for kids to develop as readers, 
writers, and communicators. 
Have them write whatever comes 
to mind, whatever is bothering 
them, whatever they're curious 
about, or whatever they want to 
remember.

The Neverending Story

This is a fun activity for mid-
dle-school children. In a note-
book, write the line "Once Upon A 
Time...."

Each family member then adds a 
short paragraph to the story every 
day, with the next person adding 

on to what was previously writ-
ten. Not only does this help with 
writing, but it also helps to inspire 
your child's creativity and nour-
ishes their imagination.

Word Jar

 Write down vocabulary words 
on slips of paper appropriate for 
your child's age/grade and have 
them choose one word each day. 
The challenge is for both of you to 
use that word in conversation (us-
ing the proper context) as many 
times as you can that day.

 Summer learning loss is not in-
evitable. By incorporating math 
skills into daily life, reading reg-
ularly, and encouraging your chil-
dren to write and journal, you are 
setting them up for a successful 
school year ahead. If you want to 
explore the possibility of tutoring 
this summer, contact us to learn 
more!

(New Hamburg’s Nick Mehring is 
a teacher and the owner of Prep 
Academy Tutors K-W, a provider 
of in-home, tutoring for all grade 
levels. Certi ed teachers provide ef-
fective enrichment, remedi- al ser-
vices, homework help, test prepara-
tion and more. (226) 777- 8864)

By Nick Mehring

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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The Optimist Club of Mannheim hosted a fishing derby at the County Gardens RV Park in Petersburg on Wednesday June 8. About 65 adults and children from the community of Mann-
heim attended. The event features a barbecue along with catch and release fishing. “It was our first one in a few years due to the pandemic,” said the club/ Organizers added that it was a 
fantastic turnout and thanked their volunteers for making the event happen. (Photos contributed)

Optimist Club of Mannheim fishing derby

By Veronica Reiner

Organizers for the Interfaith Counselling 
Centre (ICC) Silent Auction said the event 
was a “great success.”

“This would mark 34 years of Interfaith 

Counselling Centre Silent Auction,” said 
Kristin Oliver and Sandra Delion of the 
ICC Promotions Committee.

“While we miss the in person event pre-
viously held, we are honoured by the con-
tinued support from our community and 

their willingness to support our online 
efforts.”

The organization collected more than 132 
items/donations and raised over $5,300 in 
bids. An additional $4,050 in cash dona-
tions and sponsorship was also collected.

Oliver and Delion thanked their volun-
teers, who made both the silent auction 
and yard sale a success. Proceeds from 
these events will go directly to support-
ing members of the community and their 
counselling needs.

ICC silent auction “a great success”

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5
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By Jessica Harvey

Originally built in the late 1980’s, dugouts 
have served the Tavistock Optimist Club 
well as many local youth, who have spent 
time in or around them while playing or 
watching baseball.

Construction began late in the fall of 
2020 after Optimist Club member Travis 
Ramseyer proposed the idea of a new 
dugout. The design work was completed 
by Travis along with fellow Optimist Tyson 
Zehr. Both are local residents who have 
played competitively in Tavistock for 20+ 
years, having used these dugouts on many 
occasions.

“The Tavistock Optimist Club is a com-
munity service club that takes great pride 
in serving the youth of the community 
by providing a park and playground for 

events to take place,” said Optimist Eric 
Bender. “All of the money raised by the 
Club goes back into the community and 
worthwhile causes.”

Keeping that in mind, the Optimist Club 
has a broad range of members from our 
community who each bring their own set 
of specific skills to the club which are an 
asset when working on a project like this. 
Optimist Eric commented that this project 
would not have been possible without the 
generous donations or reduced pricing of 
time, and material by these members.

Starting with the demolition and removal 
of the original structures, which was done 
by Optimist Greg Ramseyer (R&R Sand & 
Gravel Inc.), after which there was the site 
preparation, completed by Optimist Dave 
Roth, (Raedon Excavation), followed by 

Optimist Andrew Schacht, of (Bluestone 
Concrete Ltd.) who formed and poured 
the footings and walls for the new dug-
outs. (Concrete was supplied compliments 
of Tri-City Ready Mix Ltd.)

It was truly a team effort by this club. 
“Several members worked on these dug-
outs on many occasions through the 
Spring of 2020, along with Brad Wettlaufer, 
(Wettlaufer Home Improvements), who 
took charge of the final construction of the 
dugout roofs, benches, and other areas.

Steel Frames for the benches was donated 
by Bennic Tool and Die Ltd.

“Bennic has always been a great supporter 
of our club,” Eric added.  “All of the con-
tractors listed above either donated all of 
their time and labour, or at a significantly 
discounted rate.”

With the dugouts now complete and 
COVID-19 restrictions fully lifted, the 2022 
season will be the first full season of use 
for the newly built dugouts. The Optimist 
Club is excited to see the return of Friday 
Fries, which kicked off last Friday, and 
most recently, Parkfest was held a few 
weeks ago. Parkfest drew in a great crowd 
and was a huge success, thanks in part to 
the hard work of Optimists Jesse Weicker 
and Rod Ramseyer.

Meetings are held monthly for the local 
club, and various fundraising events take 
place throughout the year, which require 
the help of community members. The 
Tavistock Optimist Club is always looking 
to welcome new members to their roster.

Optimist Park New Dugouts

Erb Group earns community service award

Alexandra Salmeron, Communications and Marketing Manager and Brittany Farquhar, PR and 
Communications Coordinator at The Erb Group both accepted the award in-person in Florida. 

Matthew Isert-Bender, Executive Director at Interfaith Counselling Centre and Alexandra 
Salmeron, Communications and Marketing Manager at The Erb Group.

for Change partnership with Food Banks 
Canada After Bell Initiative, on the deliv-
ery of 150,000 healthy food packs to chil-
dren in need.

They also provided in-kind carrier sup-
port for CIBC and Goodfood that de-
livered 100,000 meals on International 
Nurses Day. The Group Group also hauled 
NAL Insurance’s Essential Trailer across 

the province, to help raise funds to sup-
port truckers as they continue to deliver 
essential goods through the pandemic.

“In addition, we offered in-kind special 
delivery of 44 mattresses to help support 
local youth experiencing homelessness 
near our Head Office in New Hamburg for 
oneROOF Youth Services,” said Brittany 
Farquhar, spokesperson for The Erb 
Group.

“These are just a few of several initia-
tives we participated in, which totalled to 
$103,915 in just monetary donations out-
side of all the in-kind support offered.”

Founded in 1959, The Erb Group of 
Companies is one of North America’s larg-
est privately-owned refrigerated trans-
portation providers. The company spe-
cialized on the timely, protected distribu-
tion of temperature-controlled perishable 

goods across Canada and the U.S.

The Erb Group is a family-owned busi-
ness, with more than 1,500 employees, 
1,100 trailers and 750 power units. Its 
head office is in New Hamburg, with ad-
ditional Canadian terminals in Baden, 
Toronto, Thunder Bay, North Bay, Ottawa, 
Montreal, Trenton, Winnipeg and a U.S. 
terminal in Elverson, Pennsylvania.

Continued from page 1
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arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

NEW HAMBURG
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By Nigel Gordijk

A sold-out audience of 155 joined the 
Canadian Caribbean Association of 
Waterloo Region (CCAWR) for its annu-
al fundraiser lunch, held at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex on Sunday, June 12. 

The non-profit community organization 
hosted a three-hour celebration of aca-
demic achievement in the Afro-Caribbean 
community, and was one of several events 
planned throughout the year to raise mon-
ey for scholarships and other activities.

The Caribbean Kitchen from Kitchener 
Market, led by owner Nicky Amos, served 
West Indian staples, such as curry goat, 
rice and peas, and fried plantain, plus 
some traditional desserts.

Young musicians Chibs, Nyah and Silas 

entertained attendees, and CCAWR’s Vice 
President and Chair of the Scholarship 
Committee Nigel Henriques gave several 
presentations on the theme of “Then and 
Now”, to acknowledge the group's past 
accomplishments, while looking ahead to 
future progress.

Canadian Caribbean Association of Waterloo Region 
celebrates past successes at the Wilmot Rec Complex

Talented young musicians Chibs, Nyah and Silas entertained the 155-strong audience 
during the event at the Wilmot Recreation Complex in Baden.

CCAWR’s Vice President Nigel Henriques gave presentations about several topics, such as 
often-neglected Black history within the region.
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By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot agreed to enter into a coopera-
tive tender with Woolwich Township for the supply and 
placement of hot-mix asphalt pavement by Capital Paving 
Inc. for $174,369.59 plus harmonized sales tax (HST).

The decision was made during a virtual council meeting 
on June 13.

The Township of Woolwich, on behalf of Wilmot Township, 
received competitive bid pricing from qualified contrac-
tors, and started a contract with Capital Paving Inc.

“The contract will address the need to apply the sur-
face asphalt to the recently reconstructed roads within 
the Township and to maintain adequate high class bitu-
minous hard surface road assets,” said Jeff Molenhuis. 
Director of Public Works and Engineering, in his report.

The following roadways will receive surface asphalt: 
Lewis Street (Hannah Street to end), Hannah Street 
(Milton Street to Waterloo Street), Church Street (Peel 
Street to Wilmot Street), Wilmot Street (Church Street to 
Bleams Road) and Christner Road (2021 emergency cul-
vert replacement).

The resurfacing of Bergey Court is being deferred as pre-
liminary geotechnical information showed that addition-
al granular road base structure is needed before asphalt 
placement, added Molenhuis. Wilmot staff will revisit the 
reconstruction costs in next year’s budget.

The amount is expected to stay within the total budgeted 
amount of $260,000.

Wilmot enters cooperative tender for hot-mix 
asphalt for $174,369.59

At right, the location map for the hot-mix asphalt pavement.

By Veronica Reiner

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) will 
be hosting a recruitment information ses-
sion in Oxford County on June 23.

The OPP is encouraging members of the 
public who are dedicated the upholding 
the law and serving their communities 
to consider attending this event to learn 
more about the rewarding and challeng-
ing careers that the OPP offers. With hun-
dreds of members eligible for retirement 
over the next few years, there has never 

been a better time to apply to the OPP. 
There are job opportunities as a police 
officer, auxiliary member (volunteer), or 
working in a civilian role.

No previous education/experience in law 
or security is required, said the OPP in a 
release. The organization assesses appli-
cants based on a positive background, ma-
turity, effective interpersonal and commu-
nication skills, ability to balance finances 
and other responsibilities, and those who 
respect and support inclusiveness and 

diversity.

Attendees are required to pre-register to 
attend, as seating is limited due to space. 
To preregister, visit EventBrite or www.
opp.ca/careers. The event takes place 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Victoria Park 
Community Centre at 355 Wellington 
Street in Ingersoll.

There will be no admittance for late ar-
rivals - doors open at about 6:40 p.m. and 
close at 7 p.m. Complimentary parking is 
available on site. Organizers ask guests to 

bring photo identification, which will be 
checked at the door. The dress code is pro-
fessional business attire only - no jeans, 
hoodies, baseball caps or ripped clothing.

The Ontario Provincial Police is one of 
North America's largest deployed police 
services with more than 5,500 uniform 
officers, 2,500 civilian employees and 600 
auxiliary members. The OPP provide es-
sential services that ensure the safety 
and security of the Ontario residents and 
visitors.

OPP hosting recruitment information session in Oxford

By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot agreed to replace 
the video surveillance systems at both the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex and Castle 
Kilbride.

The supply, delivery and installation of 
the surveillance systems was award-
ed to two separate companies for a to-
tal of $231,757.20 - EllisonDon Facilities 
Services Inc. ($169,927.20) and Delco 

Security ($61,830).

“Bid amounts for the video surveillance 
works were higher than anticipated due 
to a combination of pricing pressures on 
equipment/labour and increased proj-
ect scope,” said Patrick Kelly, Director of 
Corporate Services/Treasurer, in his re-
port. “The project scope was modified to 
ensure appropriate coverage from a secu-
rity and risk mitigation perspective.”

Council made the decision in a virtual 
meeting on June 13. In the 2022 capital 
budget process, the ad hoc budget com-
mittee approved a capital project that 
included replacing the end-of-life video 
surveillance systems at both locations.

On April 29, the tender documents were 
made available through the Township’s 
e-bidding site. There were a total of 10 
plan takers, and five bids received at the 

time of close on May 26.

In addition to the EllisDon Facilities Inc. 
(of Mississauga) and Delco Security (of 
Ottawa), council also received submissions 
from Metrobit Inc. of Richmond Hill for 
$282,702.84, Project-ip Global Solutions 
of Saint-Laurent for $299,919.60, and 
Clavis Corporation O/A ABC Security 
Access Systems of Toronto ($325,180.73).

Wilmot votes to replace video surveillance systems 
at WRC and Castle Kilbride
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Come see why
    you’ll love ourVillage

695 Block Line Road, Kitchener
schlegelvillages.com

Retirement Apartments • Full Service Retirement Suites • Assisted Care • Memory Care • Long-term Care

Owned and operated by the Schlegel 
family of Kitchener, we have been 
o� ering a full continuum of living 
for older adults for over 25 years.

Book 
a tour

Call Gillian at 
519-576-2430 

x 8002

WP_KitchenerCitizen ad.indd   1WP_KitchenerCitizen ad.indd   1 2022-04-12   11:25 AM2022-04-12   11:25 AM

Wellesley Farmers Market open for business 

The Wellesley Farmers Market is officially open for business, with its first event taking place on Saturday, June 4 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. It will continue to take place every Saturday morning 
until October. Top left, Wendy Richardson has her own booth at the market. There are many items for sale each week, including produce, meats, summer sausage, maple syrup, fry pies, 
breads, strawberries, plants, and more. (Photos contributed)
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By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wellesley voted to pur-
chase a 2023 Millennium E Ice Resurfacer 
from Resurfice Corp for about $141,550.

Council approved the decision in a hybrid 
meeting on Tuesday, June 7. According to a 
report by Recreation Director Danny Roth, 
recreation staff has been reviewing the 
replacement of the current 2011 Olympia 
Millennium ice resurfacer for the past cou-
ple of years.

The Olympia is 11 years old and has accu-
mulated about 2,500 hours. Roth said it was 
important to avoid extra maintenance costs 
and update to a new piece of equipment.

“Staff felt it was very important to recog-
nize the declared climate emergency in 
Wellesley Township by tendering for an 

electric machine rather than the more 
common fossil fueled machine,” said Roth. 
“This will also enhance our air quality in 
our facilities as there will no longer be 
emissions from the ice resurfacer.”

The average cost per flood will drop from 
$2 to about $0.25 per flood. Annual main-
tenance costs will also be easier to predict. 
The cost to replace the batteries is about 
$15,000 and should have to be done about 
once in the life of the machine.

In addition, Resurfice Corp will upgrade 
the battery package from AC lead batter-
ies to lithium batteries at no extra cost. 
Lithium batteries are more environmental-
ly friendly and have longer run times, as 
well as longer life span.

“It is estimated that the cost to operate an 

electric machine is one tenth of the cost 
of operating a standard fossil fueled ma-
chine,” said Roth.

The Millennium E comes with a two year 
warranty and five year’s 100% plus one 
year prorated warranty on the batteries. 
The estimated delivery time is June 2023.

The Township received two other respons-
es to the request: an Ice Wolf Model from 
Engo North America for $139,777; as well 
as the Ice Bear Model from Resurfice Corp 
for $144,300.

Unusual from typical township tender 
processes, staff did not recommend the 
lowest bid received. Roth listed four rea-
sons for this in his report - the first being 
that current ice resurfacers are both from 
Resurfice Corp.

Another is the proximity from Wellesley 
to Resurfice Corp - the company is based 
out of Elmira, while Engo North America 
is based in Mississauga. “This provides our 
staff with very easy access to parts when 
needed,” said Roth. “The cost of a service 
technician to come to our site will be much 
more affordable based on our proximity to 
Resurfice Corp.”

The service levels from the company have 
also been “very beneficial to user groups” 
in the past, said Roth. “We typically can 
have a technician onsite in less than one 
hour, this has included evenings and week-
ends in the past.”

The cost of the resurfacer will be fund-
ed through the Municipal Modernization 
Fund with a budget amount of $150,000.

Wellesley to purchase electrical ice resurfacer for $141,550

By Veronica Reiner

Masks are no longer required on the Grand River Transit 
(GRT) buses, trains and at customer service centres, as of 
June 11.

Through the COVID-19 pandemic, the GRT has relied on 
guidance from the Region of Waterloo Public Health and 
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health. The change 
aligns with the province’s announcement to lift mandatory 
mask requirements on transit across Ontario.

“I want to thank our customers and the community for 
following the safety measures we put in place throughout 
the pandemic and for standing by us throughout this chal-
lenging time,” said Neil Malcolm, Acting Director of Transit 
Services in a release. “Your support for the measures we’ve 
taken helped keep our community safe and transit running.”

Wearing a mask helps to protect yourself and others from 
the spread of COVID-19. The GRT supports the Region of 
Waterloo Public Health’s advice wherever you are, wearing 

a mask is encouraged if you feel it is the right choice for 
you.

Masks have been mandatory on GRT buses, trains, and 
MobilityPLUS vehicles - as well as customer service cen-
tres and bus shelters, since July 13, 2020. It was one of 
many public health measures implemented at the time to 
keep customers safe. These measures have been gradually 
rolled back as part of the province’s reopening plans.

The GRT operates locally - Route 77 Wilmot runs between 

New Hamburg and the Boardwalk Station in Waterloo. The 
route includes four scheduled stops and 13 flexible stops, 
which are served upon request.

For the latest information on COVID-19 measures, visit grt.
ca or call 519-585-7555.

Masks no longer mandatory on Grand River Transit

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant 
to join our New Hamburg team. 

This is a part time with potential to full time position.

If you are TICO certified, have a minimum of 2 to 
3 years prior agency experience in planning and 
booking worldwide travel, excellent communication 
and organizational skills, exceptional customer service 
skills, ability to work under pressure, problem solve and 
multitask we want to hear from you!

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

1 mile east of tavistock • 985434 Perth-oxford rd., 
rr #1, tavistock, oN N0B 2r0 
1.866.315.9159 • fax: 519.655.3411 • Ph: 519.655.2014
www.homedesignsmart.com

Great Opportunities to join a family owned and 
operated local business.

Full time, Summer Help, Staff discounts, Benefits

Take pride in customer service and work environment.

CONTRACTOR SALES DESK
 • 2 years LBM and sales experience!
MERCHANDISER ASSOCIATE
 • In-store merchandising tasks
SUMMER YARD ASSOCIATE
 • Customer Service & Loading Trucks
YARD ASSOCIATE – FULL TIME
 • Customer Service & Loading Trucks

Email resume to: sales@yantzihomebuildingcentre.com

WE’RE HIRING!
VARIOUS POSITIONS

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette
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WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St.,
New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Who is Angelina Jolie's father, who is also an 
actor?

2) Who is the famous father of actor Michael 
Douglas?

3)Which Royal family member is the father to 
George, Charlotte & Louis?

4)Which (now deceased) comedian starred in the 
1977 film ‘Father’s Day’?

5)Which fictional character is dad to Bart, Lisa and 
Maggie?

6)Which Madonna single sat at the No.1 spot for 
three weeks in 1986?

7)Name the father of Jennifer Anniston who 
appeared in the 1985 TV show 'Days Of Our Lives.'

8)Name the famous father-daughter duo who 
appeared in the TV show 'Hannah Montana'.?

9)Which funny man was the lead actor in the 1991 
film ‘Father of the Bride’?

10)Which creepy TV family had a father called 
Gomez?

Answers found on page 26

Happy birthday today, June 16, to Jackson MacMillan (12), 
Wesley Berendsen (12), and anniversaries for Wes and 
Janice Leis (49th), and Dean and Phoebe Steckley (10th).

June 17: Happy birthday to Colin Jackman (2), Sophia 
Chemerys (10), Brooklyn McNab (18), and anniversary for 
Jedediah and Lisa Zehr (16th).

June 18: Happy birthday to Natalie Puklicz (15), Issac Ham-
mer (18), and anniversaries for Jordan and Kim Destun 
(11th), and Bill and Wanda Brown.

June 19: Happy birthday to Eliot Dart (12), Brooklyn Lange 
(18), and anniversaries for Dianne and Larry Currah 
(51st), Brett and Lindsay Zehr (18th), Jeff and Jenna Ma-
cLeod (12th), Bryan and Chantelle McNeish (12th).

June 20: Happy birthday to Jacob Kropf (7), Kaylea Kro-
pf (7), and anniversaries for William and Katherine Gunn 
(13th), Steve and Laurie Lindner (13th), and Barry and 
Sharon Zehr (30th).

June 21: Happy birthday to Carling Schlosser (17) and an-
niversary for Mike and Darolyn Gilmore.

June 22: Happy birthday to Alex Baechler (12), and anni-
versaries for Ron and Carol Roth (54th), Chris Roth and 
Jen Moore (9th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming 
up?  Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilm-
otpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniver-
saries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

St. Matthew’s Lutheran ChurchSt. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Maplewood Sideroad East Zorra TavistockMaplewood Sideroad East Zorra Tavistock

Sunday Worship & Decoration ServiceSunday Worship & Decoration Service
June 19, 2022 at 10amJune 19, 2022 at 10am

procession to cemetery weather permitting.procession to cemetery weather permitting.
Pastor Don Nevile presidingPastor Don Nevile presiding

By Veronica Reiner

The Wellesley & District Lions Club is 
holding its first-ever “duck race” to raise 
money for the new recreation complex.

Ducks will race along Firella Creek in 
Wellesley village, with the finish line 
just under the Nafziger Bridge by the 
old mill. Those interested can watch the 
ducks cross the finish line at Albert Erb 
Conservation Area.

The first place winner will receive $1,000, 
second place gets $250, and $100 is the 
third place prize.

“We discussed that the duck race is a 
pretty fun way to generate some funds 
through kind of a lottery system,” said 
Blair Cressman of the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club.

“We talked to some other Lions Club who 
have done duck races, and we’ve got the 
support by renting ducks from the other 
Lions clubs, and we’ll have some fun.”

The organization is getting close to about 
50 per cent of the tickets sold already, 
which translates to about 500 tickets out 
of a total of 1,000. Each ticket represents 
one duck.

“It picks up every day as we get closer 
to the day,” said Cressman. “We’re going 
to have a lot of ducks flowing down that 
creek.”

Tickets cost $5 each or five ducks for $20. 
The fundraiser is part Wellesley & District 
Lions Club’s pledge to raise $50,000 for 
the new recreation complex over the next 
five years.

Cressman added that the organization ini-
tially considered hosting the duck race at 
the pond, but decided against it after com-
ing to the conclusion that the waters are 
relatively still. The current race is expect-
ed to take about 30 to 40 minutes.

The duck race will take place on June 18 
at 3 p.m. It is one of many events taking 
place in the village on that day - a 10th-an-
niversary celebration of the splash pad 
will take place at 1004 Catherine Street 
around 12 p.m. It will feature a barbecue 
with free hotdogs, music by Erick Traplin, 
and a touch-a-truck big wheels event.

Later on, there will be a 19+ duck dance at 
the Wellesley Arena from 7 p.m. to about 
1 a.m.

“The Lions have held lots of good social 
events in our community over the years,” 
said Cressman. “It’s been a long time the 
last few years without being able to gather 
and have a fun event like this.

“We wanted to make sure we had a big 
venue with lots of space for everyone to 
get their quack on.”

Those interested in purchasing a ticket 
can email cressmanblair@gmail.com.

Wellesley holding its first ever duck race

The Wellesley & District Lions were selling tickets to the duck race at the Wellesley Farmers 
Market. The event will take place on June 18. 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Join us online or in person at 9:45AM on Sunday 
mornings.
All health & safety protocols are followed.
JRSS is online at 11:15am. Please contact the 
church office for details.

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 1895). 
Within this weekly column I’d like to share 
with you some of my findings.

June 6/13, 2007 (15 years ago)

After finishing in second place for the past 
three years, Brian Cook of Toronto final-
ly took home the top prize in the World 
Crokinole Championship (WCC) held this 
past Saturday, June 2 in Tavistock. Winning 
the singles title trophy and $1,000 in cash, 
Brian, an Owen Sound native, defeated 2005 
Bruce Hartung of Palmerston in the final 
round by a score of 12-2. Raymond Beierling 
of Varna earned third place by edging three-
time champion Joe Fulop of Exeter 14-8.

The Tavistock A’s Mite Boys competed in the 
Mitchell tournament over the weekend and 
went undefeated to claim the title. The Mite 
Boys include Jamieson Hergott, Derek Hyde, 
Jackson Hergott, Justin Wagler, Steffan Yant-
zi, Mitchell McKay, Tristan Wilhelm, Mc-
Greggor Ramseyer, Jakob Wiffen, Alex Stur-
geon, and coaches Paul Hyde, Dave Wiffen 
and Tim Hergott.

PricewaterhouseCoopers has recognized 
staff member Valerie Kropf as the 2007 
PwC Kitchener-Waterloo Volunteer of the 

Year for her outstanding work with the Ta-
vistock Missionary Church. A cash donation 
of $1,000 will be made to Valerie’s church in 
recognition of her contributions.

Another classic evening for the ladies of the 
community was held at Craigowan Oxford 
Golf & Country Club last Wednesday, June 
6, when members of the Braemar Women’s 
Institute gathered to celebrate their 100th 
anniversary. 

June 10-17, 1992 (30 years ago)

As signified in the flame incorporated into 
the design representing 50 years of growth 
at Tavistock Mennonite Church, the anni-
versary services came to a close Sunday 
evening on the day of Pentecost. Included in 
those celebrating 50th years for the church 
were present Pastor Darrel Toews and for-
mer pastors Wilmer Martin, Henry Yantzi, 
and Gordon Bauman.  

Colleagues, former students, friends and 
family of one of Tavistock’s well-known pub-
lic school teachers gathered Sunday, June 
14th at the school for a retirement party 
which marks the close of a 35-year career 
in education. Lyle Smith, a Zorra Township 
native, whom colleagues referrd to as an 
up-country boy, was toasted and roasted in 
front of a capacity crowd in the auditorium.

June 20, 1962 Edition (60 years ago)

Better than 76 per cent of all eligible voters 
in Tavistock cast a ballot in the federal elec-
tion on Monday, June 18th. It was the highest 
vote here in a good many years, according to 
all reports. The total number of ballots cast 
was 621, out of a possible 812. The Liber-
al candidates polled 295 votes in Tavistock 
on Monday, compared with 178 at the 1958 
election. The Progressive Conservative can-
didates also polled 295 votes on Monday, 
compared with 372 at the 1958 election. 
However, the Perth Liberal candidate, Fred 
Hotson, conceded to Hon. J. W. Monteith, 
Progressive Conservative candidate shortly 
before nine o’clock Monday night. In Oxford, 
Robert MacDougall, the Liberal candidate, 
conceded to Wally Nesbitt, the Progressive 
Conservative candidate, shortly after nine 
o’clock. 

A new federal building to house the Tavis-
tock Post Office is expected to be construct-
ed this fall under the federal winter works 
program, the cost of the building being es-
timated at between $35,000 and $50,000. 
Tavistock’s present post office is located on 
Woodstock Street South, in a building be-
lieved to be 60 to 70 years old. Because of its 
location, traffic congestion is caused when 
customers park their cars in the area. 

The Old Gazettes

By Veronica Reiner

As July is National Lost Pet 
Prevention Month, the Humane 
Society of Kitchener Waterloo 
& Stratford Perth (HSKWSP) is 
launching a “Bring them Home” 
campaign. The campaign marks 
a push to spread awareness for 
lost and found animals, and ul-
timately reunite more pets with 
their owners.

“Heading into our busiest sea-
son of the year, we know that 
many pets coming into our cen-
tres are already owned,” stat-
ed Amanda Hawkins, senior 
manager of animal care at the 
HSKWSP. “We hope by spread-
ing awareness and providing 
tools and resources, we can get 
pets home faster.”

The campaign aims to pro-
vide awareness, education and 
checklists for what to do if you 
lose or find a pet, as well as how 
the community can support get-
ting pets back home quickly by 

using resources on the humane 
society’s new Lost and Found 
page.

For example, those who have 
lost a pet should contact their 
local humane society and fill 
out a lost pet report, ask family 
and friends to help search the 
neighbourhood, post on social 
media, call their veterinarian to 
inform them, and put up “lost 
pet” posters in the community.

The page also has a list of all 
pets found by the humane soci-
ety at the Kitchener or Stratford 
locations. Pet owners previously 
had to come in to the centres to 
view them in person.

The campaign also shares the 
benefits of microchipping their 
pets. The humane society en-
courages pet owners to micro-
chip their pets either at their lo-
cal vet or the humane society’s 
weekly microchipping appoint-
ments. The appointments cost 
$30 and include a microchip and 

registration.

A microchip is a small electron-
ic chip, about the size of a grain 
of rice, activated by a scanner 
that is passed over the area, 
which then transmits an iden-
tification number to the scan-
ner. The identification number 
is then used to retrieve owner 
information.  

The HSKWSP are aiming for 
more than 250 pet owners to 
microchip their pets during 
the campaign and take the “mi-
crochipping pledge.” Pledge 
participants will be entered 
to win one of two $150 gift 
cards to Global Pet Foods in 
Kitchener-Waterloo.

“Ultimately, we want to bring 
more pets home this summer. 
We know that microchipping 
plays a huge role in reuniting 
them with their families,” said 
Calla James, director of commu-
nity engagement and outreach 
at the HSKWSP.

“A study published on micro-
chipping revealed that micro-
chipped dogs were 238% more 
likely to be returned home, 
whereas microchipped cats 
were over 2000% more likely to 
be returned.”

For more information, please 
visit the HSKWSP website.

KWSP Humane Society launches awareness 
campaign for lost and found pets
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COMMUNITY —

The Township of Wellesley Horticultural Society planted bridge boxes and planters around the township this past week. “These ladies have done a great job keeping our committed green 
and beautiful,” said the Township of Wellesley in a Facebook post. The group is always looking for more volunteers - anyone wishing to join or learn more about Bee City initiatives can 
contact Karen Sciuk at karen.sciuk@teksavvy.com. (Photo credit: Facebook/Township of Wellesley)

Work of Wellesley Horicultural Society 

By Jessica Harvey

After three years since her last perfor-
mance, Katie Hamilton performed along-
side Steve Kieswetter at the Scran and 
Dram in New Hamburg last Saturday 
night. “It was a great crowd, it felt so good 
to be back.”

Katie has previously recorded two albums 
and has been the lead vocal for various 
band members over the years. Katie has 
most recently been speaking to a band in 
the Kitchener area but finds that jam ses-
sions in St. Clements may be too much of a 
commitment. At this point, Katie is unsure 
what the future holds.

"Pre-COVID, I played all the time, per-
forming multiple times a month while 
pregnant," she said. Looking back now, 
Katie states, “I’m not sure how I did it.” 
Katie and her husband Scott, reside in 
Tavistock with their two children, six-
year-old Nash, and three-year-old Sienna.

As far as what the future holds for Katie, 
her and Steve are booked for one up-
coming acoustic gig at the Cephas Roth 
Memorial Fastball tournament. It will be 
the first beer garden and live music event 
that Tavistock has seen since the pandem-
ic. The event will take place Saturday, July 
16 at Queen’s Park.

Live Music Returns Wellesley Vaccination Bus

A vaccination bus was set up at the parking lot at Wellesley Branch Library at 1137 Henry 
Street on Thursday morning, June 9. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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COMMUNITY —

Jade Dill sewing on extra piece at neck area (Photo contributed) Nicole Danen and Grace Piper cutting out t-shirts, Emma Weitzel sewing on border.

The Hickson 4-H Club started the T-shirt 
Quilt 4-H project in mid May with 12 mem-
bers. The T-shirts chosen have various 
themes from hockey teams, places they've 
been to, own soccer and basketball team 
shirts, farm T-shirts, tractor pull T-shirts, 
an assortment of old t-shirts around the 
home, places grandparents have been to, 
coloured themed T-shirts, own skating 
T-shirts and musical bands. 

The idea for the T-shirt quilt project came 
from a 4-H youth, who is graduating 4-H 
this year as a member. Sarah Danen said, 
“she was happy to finally start my T-shirt 
quilt that I’ve wanted to do for a while, but 
it was kind of sad to cut up some of the 
T-shirts that I have worn for so long.” 

The club volunteers Shonna Ward, Marian 
Sterk, Karen Witmer, Kirsten Dill and Jane 
Danen guided the members in starting to 

cut out their T-shirts in preparation for 
making 12½” squares followed by press-
ing on iron interfacing. Four members will 
be making ‘quilt as you go blocks’ to make 
their T-shirt quilt. The other members will 
be putting borders on their blocks to make 
their T-shirt quilt. 

Members went home with some supplies 
and knowledge of how to work on their 
blocks at home until the next in-person 

session. Members commented after the 
first session, “it was cool to start to see the 
T-shirt quilt come together and have more 
of an idea of what it is going to look like 
when it is done.” Other comments includ-
ed, “it was very fun and I learned so much 
about quilt making,” “lots of help and it 
was easy to follow steps to do each part I 
learned,” “strategically centering the logo 
in the square challenged your mind to en-
sure it would fit.”

Hickson 4-H Club T-shirt Project

By Gary West

Grace United Church has welcomed 
a new church pianist and music di-
rector, to bring her music expertise 
to the congregation in Tavistock.

Marilyne Nystrom grew up in 
Chilliwack, British Columbia (B.C), 
and has 20 years of experience as 
a church musician and accompa-
nist. After high school, she attend-
ed Willamette University in Salem, 
Oregon, and studied to gain her 
Bachelor of Arts music degree in 
piano performance. She knew mu-
sic affected her on a deep level and 
while at university also studied mu-
sic therapy.

After some piano studies at McGill 
University in Montreal, she got 
married and settled in Kingston, 
Ontario. She had two successful 
career streams, one with music 
where she played for the profes-
sional ballet school in Belleville, 
Ontario. Nystrom was a church 

music director at St. John’s Anglican 
Church in Bancroft Ontario, College 
Hill United Church in Belleville, 
and Victoria Ave., Baptist Church 
also in that city. She also taught pi-
ano with her private piano teaching 
practice.

Nystrom’s second career stream was 
in social services and was a sup-
port worker for “community living” 
in Bancroft, and also in Chilliwack, 
B.C, where she returned to the 
province briefly to help her aging 
parents. She came back to Ontario 
to live closer to family in Exeter. 
She has five children and four 
grandchildren. Upon her return to 
Ontario, she has also prompted a 
return to music and she looks for-
ward to working with the congre-
gation and choir at Grace United 
in Tavistock, to glorify God through 
the worship in a fresh inclusive, rel-
evant way and share music through 
her private piano practice.

Grace United Church in Tavistock welcomes a new 
music director

Marilyne Nystrom, music director at the piano at Grace United Church.
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM

PROPERTIES NEEDED! - Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in 
Tavistock and surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling and would like to 
know what your house is worth in today’s active real estate market, or if you would like 
more information on any property listed “FOR SALE”,  
please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400, 
Cell 519-272-7676 or Res: 519-655-2548 or email mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

106 William Street South, Tavistock
Are you a large family looking for a bigger home, on a 
bigger lot, then this is one home you do not want to miss 
viewing. This lovely home located on a 107 X 200 foot lot 
is located within walking distance to the local public 
school, park , arena and shopping. This great 2 storey 
brick 4 bedroom home offers approximately 3100 square 
feet of living space for the main house and if you have 
a teenager or parents that you want to be living close 
to you but not in the same house, this property offers a 
2 bedroom granny suite. Features of this amazing home 
offer natural wood trim, wood floors, 5 bathrooms, with 3 of them being ensuite baths, no more fighting over the 
bathroom, formal dining room, main floor family room. The grounds of this property offer your own private oasis, 
lovely treed, privacy, fountain, pond, flower beds, perfect property for the gardener in the family. Don’t put off 
viewing this property any longer. This house is not a drive by and must be viewed from the inside to appreciate 
just all that it has to offer. Call your realtor to view or come view through one of the open houses.
MLS#40252064 NEW PRICE $999,999

87 Jacob Street East, Tavistock
Attention first time home buyers, contractors, investors 
looking for a rental property, or a family looking for a 
3-bedroom home.  This 3 bedroom one and a half storey 
home located on a 44.61 X 161.77-foot lot, offers a spacious 
eat in kitchen, 4 pc bath on the main floor, closed in front 
porch, main floor laundry.  The upper level of this home 
was mostly gutted and re-insulated and drywalled, there 
is also for this house a lift if you need to bring someone 
in the house in a wheelchair or easy to bring appliances 
in.  Why rent when you can own your own home today, 
immediate possession is available, call today to view. 
MLS#40273440 $399,900

OPEN HOUSE THURSDAY JUNE 16TH 6:30 - 8:00 PM
HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY - SALES REPRESENTATIVE

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY JUNE 18TH 10:30-12:00 NOON 
AND 1:30-3:00 PM

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY AND TOM BROOKS- SALES REPRESENTATIVES

2187 Line 29, RR#2 Tavistock
Welcome to 2187 Line 29 RR#2 Tavistock, located on the outskirts of 
Tavistock and within commuting distance to Stratford, Woodstock, 
and the Kitchener Waterloo area.  If you are tired of city or town living 
and want more yard space, this home might be just what you are 
looking for.  Located on a large 82.50 X 264 foot lovely, treed lot, this 
one and half storey brick home offers a newer kitchen with built in 
appliances, island with a breakfast bar, cathedral ceiling and a walk 
out to a deck and rear yard, formal dining room, large living room, 
natural wood trim.  If you are looking for a large garage (shop) for a 
workshop or to store your precious car in, this home offers a detached 
garage with an upper loft for added storage space.  For the gardener in the family, you will love the abundance of flower 
beds.  The other option for this property is, if you are looking for a large lot to build your dream home, why not consider 
this property(with Township approval), call today for more information or your own private viewing for this property. 
MLS#40273166  $699,900

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY JUNE 19TH 1:00-3:00 PM
HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY - SALES REPS

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

Providing Sand & Gravel Aggregates
Fast, easy ordering | Pick up or delivery

VISIT US AT: WWW.RRSANDANDGRAVEL.COMTOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12 
BRIGHT, ON 

PERTH LINE 26, STRATFORD 
519-590-1029     

~  N O  J O B  T O O  B I G  O R  S M A L L  ~

S A N D  &  G R A V E L           
P R O D U C T S

T O P  S O I L

H O P P E R  A V A I L A B L E   
F O R  L A N E W A Y  G R A V E L

No Matter the project, we’ve got the aggregates for the 
task. From roads to landscaping to playground 

foundations, our products will help you get the job done

C O M M E R C I A L  |  I N D U S T R I A L  
A G R I C U L T U R A L  |  R E S I D E N T I A L
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

AKUBRA

BASEBALL

BEANIE

BEARSKIN

BEAVER

BERET

BOATER

BOBBLE

BOONIE

BOWLER

BUCKET

BUNTAL

BUSBY

CHILOTE

CHULLO

CHUPALLA

CLOCHE

COWBOY

DEERSTALKER

EQUESTRIAN

FEDORA

FLAT

GARRISON

HOMBURG

JAAPI

KARAKUL

KEPI

KIPPAH

KNIT

PAKOL

PORKPIE

SKULLCAP

SNOOD

SOMBRERO

STRAW

TAM

TOP

TURBAN

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
ASPHALT

Our Pet of the Week is is Asphalt 
from Shakespeare. He is Kristene 

Ankenmann’s pride and joy. He is a 
10-month-old black lab mixed with 
springer spaniel and joins his mas-

ter on walks daily in the village.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wellesley Township Fall Fair is look-
ing for their next fair ambassador.

For the past two pandemic years, the 
ambassadors were not able to get out 
in public as much as they would have 
liked, said Wendy Richardson of the 
Wellesley Township Fall Fair. Conferences 
were cancelled, public speaking work-
shops unavailable, school class visits not 
happening.

“Our ambassadors were however, able to 
connect with community through sever-
al functions such as the virtual ambas-
sador program with limited attendance, 
the township-wide car rally for the am-
bassadors and citizens of the year, the 
Christmas Tyme Parade in Wellesley,” said 
Richardson.

Avery Flynn volunteered at several com-
munity programs such as the Car and 
Craft Show on May 28. Both Avery and 
Mason McCormick, the associate ambas-
sador, kept in touch with Wellesley’s ag-
ricultural grassroots. A fun pizza run was 
initiated to visit the four pizza places in 
Wellesley Township.

Anyone interested in running for ambas-
sador or nominating someone can contact 
Joanne Stewart at joanne.stewart@uwater-
loo.ca before the end of June. She would 
love to hear from any and all interested 
candidates and will send out an infor-
mation package to answer any questions. 
Candidates are required to be between the 
ages of 17 and 23 as of mid-August this 
year.  The competition itself is on Tuesday 
evening, September 13.

Wellesley Township Fall Fair 
seeking next ambassador

Wellesley Fall Fair Ambassador Avery Fly-
nn learned more about maple syrup pro-
duction from the Brennan family’s home 
syrup operation. (Photo contributed)

Wellesley Township Associate Ambassador 
Mason McCormick raised bees and supplied 
members of the Wellesley Township Fall Fair 
with information about how many he lost 
during the wintertime, how you integrate new 
queen bees into a hive, as well as capturing a 
‘swarm’ and giving them a home. (Photo con-
tributed)
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By Gary West

After a two-year hiatus due to the pan-
demic, “I” farm - Perth County - welcomed 
520 students to the Rotary Complex 
in Stratford last week. About 14 Perth 
County elementary schools were invited 
to learn about agriculture and where their 
food comes from.

Producers representing the dairy, beef, 
egg, grain and pork industries in Perth 
County collaborated on the event as well 
as staff and volunteers from the Gay Lea 
Dairy Heritage Museum and Farm Safety 
Association.

Each learning session featured eight 
learning stations and a good balance of 
hands-on interactive learning. This in-
cluded live cows and pigs for the students 
to see, reading ingredient labels on ev-
eryday food products to identify which 

grain was in the product, demonstrations 
on making butter, and learning about 
early pioneers. They also learned their 
eggs do come from a laying hen. Students 
were also treated to a snack featuring a 
choice of milk and a cheese string. Event 
sponsors for the event included the Perth 
County Federation of Agriculture, CIBC, 
Libro Credit Union, FCC, and Scotiabank.

Event coordinator, Heather Robinson, 
who is also a dairy farmer in Perth County 
near Listowel, was happy to see so many 
schools and students involved and said 
the comments were very positive from 
the teachers and parents who attended 
the day. They hope to continue the annual 
event again next year in June, and if any 
parent or educator needs more informa-
tion, please contact Heather Robinson at 
de-perth1@milk.org.

Perth County farmers promoting local agriculture 
to students from the county in Stratford

Part of the live animal dairy display from an inquisitive Holstein dairy heifer.

Above is the ever-energetic, Perth dairy educator, Janice Danen, along with her daughter 
Adriana and mother Emma Boersen. The three generations of dairy farmers were explaining 
to Perth County students, the process of churning cream into butter.

The “I” farm live beef display.



19Thursday, June 16, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

Vandalism at Wellesley 
splash pad

In a Facebook post, the Township of Wellesley said that the splash pad near the arena on 
Catherine Street had been vandalized. It was back up and running as of about 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 14. This photo was snapped at about 2 p.m., an hour after it had reopened. 
(Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

SCAA’s learn to play t-ball/
soccer league

The Shakespeare Community Athletic Association’s season is underway with record num-
bers. Kids three to six years old learn some basic skills in both t-ball and soccer, but the 
emphasis is on fun! (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)
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Pictured above are J Demerling, Matt Demerling, Winston Burrill, Bill Young, and Marie Pavey. Missing: Larry Livingston.

By Marlene Knezevich

On Tuesday, May 31st, several volunteers 
with Let’s Tree Wilmot (LTW) gathered to 
install the first 6 of the 25 signs that will 
mark the tree planting at Scott Park in 
New Hamburg. The area was the first LTW 
tree planting location in October 2020.

This is a pilot project that will be moni-
tored to help determine replicating the 
signs for other plantings across the town-
ship. Besides the large sign pictured, 24 
smaller signs will label an example of 
each native tree or shrub planted.

Volunteers from across Wilmot Township 
were involved in creating the signs, which 
provide education on native tree species 
and raise the importance of planting them 
in public and on private property. Promo-
tion of the work of LTW and appreciation 
to the volunteers who have planted the 
trees are other purposes of the signs.

The initiative came to LTW volunteer Ma-
rie Pavey, of Baden, when she saw simi-
lar signs while out for a hike in Goderich. 
Pavey brought the idea to the Education 
Committee and then to Wilmot Township 
staff, including Manny Jones (now O’Kraf-
ka), Manager of Community Services, who 
all embraced the project.

With this endorsement, Pavey, who has 
no skills with woodworking, looked to the 
community to source the signs. Her first 
contact was with her Baden neighbour 
and member of the Wilmot Seniors’ Wood-
working and Craft Center, Larry Living-
ston. Having worked in the past with Larry 
and the Center on the Learning Grounds 
project at Baden PS, she was hopeful this 

connection might work out again.

The woodworkers were keen to provide 
the wood and create the signs, but the 
routing of the letters and wood-burning 
would need to be done elsewhere. Win-
ston Burrill of New Dundee created the 
signs and stakes and provided staining to 
increase the durability of the stakes.

Responding to a posting on ‘Wilmot Stron-
ger Together’ Facebook page, Bill Young of 
New Hamburg readily offered his exper-
tise to engrave the lettering on the signs 
with his CNC router. After another request 
on Facebook, J Demerling, who lives in 
Baden and formerly lived in Petersburg, 
eagerly came forward to complete the 
signs with wood-burning to highlight the 
lettering. Matt Demerling, J’s dad, is owner 
of Demtool in Petersburg and was able to 
find someone he works with to laser en-
grave a QR code onto the sign that will 
link to a webpage with information about 
all of the trees and shrubs. This intricate 
work was done by Victoria Bugdal and 
Randy Letkeman of Pixelwood Creative 
based in Kitchener.

“It was encouraging to see how readily 
each volunteer was to work together to 
create these signs,” noted Pavey, “It is ex-
citing to see such a professional finished 
product and to install these signs!”

Let’s Tree Wilmot, a project of Wilmot Hor-
ticultural Society, is thrilled with the signs 
and thanks all of the volunteers, from ‘vil-
lages’ throughout Wilmot township, who 
provided their skills along the way! LTW 
welcomes new volunteers; check the proj-
ect’s website at wilmothortsociety.ca/ltw 
or letstreewilmot.ca

It took villages across Wilmot to make these signs

18th Annual 
Childhood Cancer 
Fundraising BBQ 

1111  AAMM--66  PPMM  
TThhuurrssddaayy  

JJuullyy  1144,,  22002222 100% of the     
Proceeds goes to 

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation 
Children’s Health Foundation (London) 

The Weekend to Conquer Cancer (Princess Margaret) 

1239 Notre Dame Dr. Petersburg 
Contact #: 519-634-5852 

PPlleeaassee  JJooiinn  UUss  FFoorr  OOuurr  

CORRECTION: Last week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette published an 
article about the 10 locations across Wilmot that were to be dedicated as carpool spaces. The 
article was published prematurely as the matter was deferred to the June 13 council meeting. 
It was then approved at that meeting.
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Grace Piper and Jacob Bergsma working away on the community garden boxes in Hickson Park. (Photo contributed)

By Shonna Ward

The Community 4-H Club put two com-
munity garden boxes in the Hickson Park 
to provide a source of food, connection 
and well-being for the community.

The Community 4-H Club has been in-
volved with the Woodstock Relay for Life 
since 2007. The club/team is comprised of 
youth who have a passion to raise funds 
year-round to support those battling can-
cer and funding research by raising more 
than $162,000,000 to date. And now they 
want to work with the community they 
live, work and play in.

The past two years have been challenging 
for everyone. The thought of providing an 
opportunity for a community to come to-
gether, the initiative of building commu-

nity garden boxes in a local community to 
promote healthy food, education and sup-
port was brought forward.

Community garden boxes are a way for 
people, of all ages, to learn about grow-
ing healthy food; support those who may 
be struggling with finances to get healthy 
food for their family; have fresh vegeta-
bles and fruit available to enjoy, and pro-
vide opportunities for people to be outside 
to socialize while doing some physical ac-
tivity.

Did you know playing in the dirt is actually 
very healthy? Exposure to certain friend-
ly bacteria found in soil, altered behavior 
in much the same way man-made chem-
ical ingredients do in anti-depressant 
drugs. Human cancer patients treated by 

the bacteria Mycobacterium vaccae, also 
found naturally in soil, reported a better 
quality of life. Researchers reason that the 
bacteria Mycobacterium vaccae activates 
the neurons in the brain that contain se-
rotonin, the chemical that makes humans 
happy.

The 4-H youth planted the vegetables/
fruit and will manage the garden boxes. 
Everyone in the community is welcome 
to help with planting and weeding and 
of course, enjoy the vegetables and fruit 
when they are ready for eating. The gar-
den boxes will give residents an oppor-
tunity to understand the growing process 
of food and enjoy the food they grow, all 
while working together to maintain the 
gardens for a healthy lifestyle.

Thank you to our sponsors of the Commu-
nity Garden Box project, which include:

· Hickson & District Lions Club

· Yantzi Home Building Centre

· Peavey Mart Woodstock – Manager Mark 
Iliffe

· Steve Witmer/Steveleigh Holsteins

· Community 4-H Club

To find out more about the Community 
4-H Club or Community Garden Boxes 
in the village of Hickson, please contact 
Shonna Ward at 519-854-6919 or ward-
shonna@hotmail.com.

The Community 4-H Club hopes everyone 
will enjoy this new initiative in the village 
of Hickson.

Community garden boxes in the village of Hickson
COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
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By Gary West

The year was 1947 and that year has a spe-
cial place in the minds of people who were 
either born and raised in Shakespeare or 
came to know "field day" as one of the ar-
eas special days for the village every year 
in June.

Last Saturday, with the sun shining on a 
clear beautiful day, saw 75 years of mem-
ories happen on the 75th annual field day 
in Shakespeare.

The day started early in the morning 
with a Shakespeare firefighters breakfast, 
where hundreds attended, followed by the 

soapbox derby where lots of area youth 
got involved.

The day also saw ball games and soccer 
games taking place and of course the an-
nual parade with the theme of “75 years 
of memories” featuring two local bands 
from New Hamburg and Milverton. The 
Shriners Mocha road runners also en-
tertained the crowd on the parade route 
which featured floats and cars from the 
50’s and 60’s along with antique tractors.

The day featured children’s races, frog 
races and the Free Mini-Midway spon-
sored by the Shakespeare Optimist Club. 

Axe throwing has become a big competi-
tion and the award winner this year was 
Ron Hyde (Rocket) from Hyde Electric 
Inc. Organizers said the silent auction was 
bigger and better than ever, and the fish 
fry involved volunteers feeding close to 
700.

“Cash Cab” did return in the evening to 
entertain the crowd in front of the grand-
stand, where door prizes and the 50-50 
draw was held which saw Orville Gerber 
of Shakespeare win over $4,000. The night 
was capped off by a spectacular fireworks 
display which could be seen for miles 
around. Of special note this year was a 

brew made by the Shakespeare Brewery 
labelled “75th anniversary edition” which 
was enjoyed by all and was a great part-
nership for the Shakespeare Community 
Athletic Association (SCAA) and the local 
brewery, who will continue making the 
special brew.

Field day organizers would like to thank 
their sponsors and everyone who came 
out and either helped or attended and they 
hope to be putting on a bigger and better 
show for next year's 76th event, where 
proceeds are used for park improvements 
and sponsorships of both ball and soccer 
in the village.

75th annual field day celebrations in Shakespeare 
on Saturday

Three-year-old Lucas Bell is at the reins of his miniature horse Calypso, getting ready for 
the parade in Shakespeare on Saturday. His mom, Brianne, is the trainer and owner of the 
miniature horse from North Easthope township.

Kristene Ankenmann, president of the Shakespeare community athletic association, along 
with Greg Ankenmann, her husband, who is president of the Shakespeare Optimist Club, 
flank their son Karsen. Karsen drove the Eldorado convertible in the Shakespeare parade 
with his parents waving to the crowd.

In front of the soap box derby tracks are Lisa and Leanne with father Dave Wilhelm along 
with friend Lindsay Bell (Sebben). The four have kids and grandkids involved in the derby at 
Shakespeare field day every year in June.

Shakespeare’s field day parade wouldn’t be complete without the Milverton Legion Band.
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For a travel writer who hasn’t 
been able to travel much for over 
two years, it was a pretty exciting 
moment. Actually, for all three 
travel writers, and the very coop-
erative friend with an SUV who 
had agreed to serve as chauffeur 
for the enterprise.

That moment came as we crossed 
the Blue Water Bridge between 
Sarnia and Port Huron. We were 
actually embarking on inter-
national travel again! Smiles 
abounded! “On the road again!”

It became obvious that not ev-
eryone was venturing out, just 
yet, when we reached the U.S. 
Customs booth, and there was no 
wait – we just pulled right up. We 
handed over our passports. The 
officer asked where we were go-
ing.

“Gaylord, Michigan,” we an-
nounced. “We’re playing golf at 
Treetops.” (More, much more, 
about the fantastic Treetops re-
sort to come in a subsequent col-
umn.)

He looked at the driver. “Take off 
your sunglasses, please,” he said. 
“I need to look into your soul.”

Apparently, our souls were pure, 
or else he was not a good reader 

of souls, because, with a friendly 
smile, he handed back our pass-
ports, and wished us a terrific 
time at Treetops.

As I write this, I have been home 
from Michigan for just one day. 
And today, I received an email 
from Patrick Kaler, who is Pres-
ident and CEO of “Visit Buffa-
lo Niagara.” His message was in 
sharp contrast with our jovial 
interaction with the Port Huron 
official.

I want to quote Kaler’s email in 
its entirety. The headline was 
“Stop Hate. End Racism. Choose 
Love.”

Kaler was reflecting on the mass 
shooting in Buffalo on May 14, 
when ten Black people were 
killed and three others injured, 
and also on three other similar 
U.S. tragedies.

The tourism CEO wrote, “Please 
excuse our recent silence; we 
have been grieving alongside our 
community, and now our country.

“The past two weeks have 
changed our office and Buffalo 
as a community, as we witnessed 
the senseless loss of citizens 
that were vital to the fabric of 
our unique destination. Through 
this unspeakable tragedy that at-
tempted to divide us, we’ve seen 
the spirit of our city rise. Stories 
of resilience that show us the 
true heart of Buffalo.

“As we reflect on the tragedies 
here, in California, Texas, and 
now Oklahoma – we know one 
thing. Hate will not win, and it 
has no place in our city.

“We look forward to sharing sto-
ries about our great city very 
soon, but today we’re continuing 
to heal with our entire commu-

nity.”

A very sobering message. A very 
sobering reality.

It leaves me feeling sad, and 
torn. I suspect Canadians feel, 
by and large, that the differences 
between us and Americans have 
grown to a significant amount, 
over the past few years. Ameri-
can politics, and views on social 
issues ranging from vaccination 
to LGBTQ2+ rights have under-
scored those differences.

And yet, these are our neigh-
bours, our friends, often our rel-
atives.

And while we four were at Tree-
tops, this week, we talked, ate, 
drank, and played golf with a 
wonderful collection of Ameri-
cans, from the Treetops CEO with 
the wry sense of humour to the 
golf pro who kindly did not crit-
icize our games while nonethe-
less demonstrating how it really 
should be done.

As we drove north through Mich-
igan, it was clear we were in a 
foreign country. While the land-
scape is virtually identical to the 
parts of Ontario on the other side 
of Lake Huron, the billboards are 
different, the size and quantity of 
flags are very different, and the 
accents are clearly not those of 
Ontario.

And thus, the dilemma we all 
face, as Canadians eager to travel 
again, perhaps for a golf outing, 
perhaps for a visit to Vegas or 
New York, maybe to spend sever-
al months, somewhere warm. We 
cross that border with a mixed 
sense of excitement, anticipation 
and anxiety.

What awaits us, we hope, is the 
kind of amazing experience I will 
be writing about, from our time 
at Treetops.

But then there is the message 
from Patrick Kaler, and his griev-
ing city – a city I visited not all 
that long ago, where I was both 
surprised and impressed with its 
progress and vitality.

I guess the bottom line is – visit 
the U.S. for all the great attrac-
tions found there, but visit know-
ing that the drivers beside you on 
the road

probably have a handgun in the 
glove compartment, that Cana-
dian political comments may not 
be welcome, that “patriotism” of-
ten means something far more 
toxic south – or in our case, this 

week, west – of the border.

Travelling certainly seems more 
complicated these days – and I 
am not just referring to the need 
to have the ArriveCAN app on 
your smartphone. But even as 
we relaxed just a bit as we drove 
back into Canada, I was delight-
ed to know that I can start trav-
elling internationally, again – in-
cluding visiting that complicated 
neighbour of ours.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Border-crossing complications

By Paul Knowles

The flag flies everywhere – and often in gargantuan proportions – in the U.S.

The Michigan landscape (here at Treetops resort) is beautiful, and reminis-
cent of Ontario... but so much else is very different.

Urban zipling – one of many new attractions on the Buffalo waterfront.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JUNE 2022

COMMUNITY —
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Shady Street sign

The latest gag sign on Shady Street in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Scott Dunstall)

June 16th

Oxford Rural Entrepreneurs Net-
working Event

From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Quehl’s 
Restaurant in Tavistock. Refresh-
ments provided. More information 
can be found at www.ruraloxford.
ca/networking.

June 17th

Country Night in Baden

Concert starts at 8 p.m. in Sir 
Adam Beck Park featuring Gun-
powder & Grace. $5 cover charge 
at the gate. Proceeds go towards 
the Baden Firefighters Associa-
tion to purchase fire and rescue 
equipment.

June 18th

Wellesley Duck Race

Hosted by the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club to raise money for 
the new Wellesley Township Rec 
Complex. 3 p.m. at Firella Creek in 
the Albert Erb Conservation Park 

below the dam. For tickets, email 
cressmanblair@gmail.com.

June 18th

Lions Summer Celebration - Duck 
Dance

Takes place at the Wellesley Are-
na from 7 p.m. until about 1 a.m. 
19+. Funds raised will go to the 
new Wellesley Township Recre-
ation Complex. Tickets available 
on EventBrite.

June 18th

The Almost Hip

Hosted by Baden Firefighters As-
sociation as a fundraiser for the 
organization. To take place at 215 
Snyder’s Road East in Baden at 
8 p.m. The Almost Hip is a cover 
band. Tickets are available on 
EventBrite.

June 21st

Wellesley Council

Virtual meeting taking place start-
ing at 6:45 p.m. Visit www.welles-

ley.ca for more details.

June 23rd

OPP Recruitment Information 
Session

From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Vic-
toria Park Community Centre at 
355 Wellington Street in Ingersoll. 
To pre-register, visit www.opp.ca/
careers.

June 24th

Youth Dance

For students in Grade 4 to 8 at the 
Wellesley Community Centre from 
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. $5 admission. 
Snacks and drinks available to 
purchase.

June 24th

Wellesley Backyard BBQ

To take place at 4639 Lobsinger 
Line in St. Clements from 5 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Free admission, non-per-
ishable food item to the food bank 
is accepted. Live music by Crack-
erjack Palace, children’s activities, 

touch-a-truck, fire pits, fireworks 
at dusk.

June 25th

Grand Day Out

The Oxford Historical Society is 
pleased to announce the return of 
their Grand Day Out event. This 
year’s event includes a visit to 
Castle Kilbride, a picnic lunch in 
New Hamburg at Scott Park, and 
the Plattsville & District Heritage 
Society’s exhibit at Chestfield 
United Church. RSVP is required 
- contact info@oxhs.ca for more 
details.

June 27th

Wilmot Council

Virtual meeting taking place start-
ing at 6:45 p.m. Visit www.wilmot.
ca for more details.

July 6th

East-Zorra Tavistock Council

In-person meeting at 695566 17th 
Line in Innerkip starting at 9 a.m. 

Visit www.ezt.ca for more details.

July 7th

Concert at Castle Kilbride

Takes place every Thursday eve-
ning until August 11. From 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Bring your lawn chair 
and love of live music. Admission 
is by donation and concerts are 
weather permitting. Shananigans 
will play and are east coast/celtic 
rock.

July 26th

Tavistock Car Show and Cruise

Takes place at Tavistock Men-
nonite Church at 4 p.m. Will be 
a hybrid event, starting with a 
standard show and ending the 
night with a cruise for those who 
are interested. Entry is by dona-
tion - all proceeds go to Tavistock 
Assistance Program. Food will be 
provided by the Tavistock Menno-
nite Church and washrooms are 
available.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Jon Voight

2) Kirk Douglas

3) Prince William

4) Robin Williams

5) Homer Simpson

6) Papa Don’t Preach

7) John Anniston

8) Billy Ray Cyrus and Miley 
Ray Cyrus.

9) Steve Martin 

10) The Addams Family

For Sale:
Equity Marketing. 2005 Lexus RX330 SUV
Certified. Clean $7,900 - 519-663-2266

Wanted to buy:
Old clocks, Old Wristwatch’s, Gas an oil adver-
tising, Local brewery items Kuntz and Huether 
Labatts Blue Top. Any small collectibles Radios, 
toys, post cards, fruit jars.
Please call 519-570-6920.
Help Wanted
Stratford/Amulree dairy farmer wishing to hire 
for milking and other daily chores. 
Call 519 588 8624

SUMMER KARATE DAY CAMPS!
SCHWEITZER’S MARTIAL ARTS
Karate Drills & Skills Camp: JULY 6
Self-defense & Sparring Camp: AUG. 4
BEGINNERS WELCOME! AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
Full day camp only $59.99+HST each
Half day camp only $49.99+HST each
Includes a pizza lunch
Call 519-580-1418 or email 
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com 
Visit www.schweitzersmartialarts.com for more info.

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Deadline for all upcoming 

advertisements is MONDAY AT 10AM 

of the week the ad is to be run! 

Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: tavistockgazette@rogers.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

New Single 
Family Homes

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certifi cates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Complete & Balanced Pet Food for All Life Stages!


