
By Veronica Reiner

Wellesley couple Lisa Weiler Haskins and 
Rich Hamming are hosting their home to 
a Ukrainian family of four, the Gurtovyi.

Tetiana, Eugene, and their two daugh-
ters, Liza and Angelina, moved into the 
residence on Nithbank Road on June 8. 
Their entire lives were flipped upside 
down on February 23, when Russian 
President Vladimir Putin launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine. The Gurtovyis 
witnessed bombs going off in their home 
city and the girl’s former school was de-
stroyed. Tetiana and her daughters left 

their home city of Kharkiv, Ukraine in 
a hurry around early March and met 
up with Eugene in The Czech Republic 
where he was working.

The family is four out of about 12 million 
Ukrainians forced to flee the country as a 
result of the war.

“I want to say thank you so much to our 
host Lisa, she is amazing,” said Tetiana. 
“Thank you for welcoming us and giving 
us a place to stay. Thank you Canada for 
helping us… Lisa and Richard are very 
supportive of us.”

Before the war began, Tetiana worked 

at a pension office, Eugene worked as a 
forklift operator, Angelina was in school, 
and Liza had just graduated from high-
school and was preparing for university.

The family left the Czech Republic and 
headed to Germany to say goodbye to 
Eugene’s sister and niece who fled there 
when the war started, then they made 
their way to Canada.

Liza said much of the information about 
the war has been obtained from the app 
Telegram. “People in our city of Kharkiv 
share videos and photos of what’s going 

By Lee Griffi

The pandemic may have delayed the plan-
ning and construction of a new administra-
tive building in East Zorra-Tavistock, but its 
full steam ahead at a new site in Hickson, 
right across the street from the current home 
for staff.

Township Council gave approval in princi-
ple to build the new administration build-
ing as part of the 2020 budget but with on-
set of COVID the request for proposals for 
building design did not get issued until 2021. 
Township CEO and Treasurer Karen DePrest 
says the money being spent on the project 
won’t cost taxpayers anything going forward. 
“The construction budget is set at $4.5 mil-
lion so that is what we will be looking for in 
the tender results, and it will be fully funded 
by reserves. There will be no debt issued on 
the project.”

DePrest adds the township’s history of fi-
nancial stewardship along with utilizing 
current funding streams are both factors 
in the development. “The township had 
been reserving money for this project prior 
to my arrival at EZT in an Administration 
Building Reserve. In addition, we reserved 
our Service Modernization Funding Grant 
for this project and some of the touchless 
technology (doors and washrooms) planned 
for the building is coming from our COVID 
funding. Funds have also been ear-marked 
in the Rate Stabilization Reserve to ensure 
that none of this building will affect future 
tax years.”

It is no surprise the township’s preferred lo-
cation for their new digs is in Hickson which 
is essentially the central portion of East 
Zorra-Tavistock. While expanding the cur-
rent site may have been a less expensive op-
tion, DePrest says it just isn’t feasible. “The 
township had acquired the property across 
the road prior to my starting here at EZT 
and the site we currently reside on has lim-
itations to any type of expansion. In a report 
citing the background work that had been 
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The Gurtovyi family from Ukraine have been residing at the Wellesley home of Lisa Weiler Haskins and Rich Hamming since June 8. The 
family consists of Eugene, Tetiana and their two daughters, Liza and Angelina. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Wellesley couple hosting Ukrainian family
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on every day.”

The Gurtovyi family worries about 
their own family members - for exam-
ple, Tetiana’s parents are in a Russian-
occupied province in Ukraine. “Everyday 
when I think about Ukraine and my par-
ents, I feel pain. Why are children, women 
and old people dying? Why are civilians 
dying in this incomprehensible war?”

On the day of the interview on Tuesday, 
June 21, Russian forces fired on Kharkiv 
residential and industrial zones, killing 
five people and injuring 11.

“I don’t want to lose sight of the fact that 
they are resilient, but they’ve got a lot 
of worry, and I’m sure their journey to 
Canada hasn’t been easy,” said Weiler 
Haskins. “As a parent I can only imagine 
how difficult this has been.”

The housing arrangement was made 
possible through the Waterloo Region 
Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian 
Crisis group of which Lisa is a volunteer. 
The group consists of residents in the 

Waterloo Region who are working to pre-
pare support and resources for the arrival 
of displaced people fleeing the conflict in 
Ukraine. Their support involves housing 
and providing tangible resources such as 
clothing, food, transportation and more. 
There are almost 40 host families in the 
region connected to the grassroots group.

After attending several housing webi-
nars and learning about the settlement 
agencies in our region, Lisa and Richard 
decided they wanted to become a host 
family.  A video call was set up through 
a Ukrainian Buddy from the Waterloo 
Region Grassroots Response group and 
with the help of the buddy, the two fam-
ilies chatted for about an hour. They kept 
in touch using a translation app and made 
arrangements for pick up from the airport.

“I was mostly talking to Liza, because she 
could understand some English - they had 
no idea,” explained Weiler Haskins. “So 
we pull up at Pearson, and they get in our 
truck… It was blind faith; they had to trust 
everything would be okay.”

The Gurtovyis family now stays in the 
spacious 750 square foot basement lev-
el of the home, which includes two bed-
rooms, a bathroom, a television, couch, 
pool table, air hockey table, and more.

On top of the support from Waterloo 
Region Grassroots ‘host buddies’ and 
friends and family, there were many res-
idents in the Wellesley community that 
stepped up to help out.

“I reached out to Mayor Joe Nowak and his 
wife Barb, and said, ‘hey, this is what we’re 
doing,’” said Weiler Haskins, and asked 
whether any support could be provided.

“It’s been amazing. I actually had to say 
‘we’re good for now,’ because we had such 
an outpouring of support,” said Weiler 
Haskins. A small fridge, kitchen supplies, 
towels, gift cards, financial donations, a 
lap quilt and groceries are just some of the 
items that were donated to get the space 
ready for the Gurtovyis.

Since arriving in Wellesley, the Gurtovyi 
family has been going for long walks 
around town, taking photos, meeting other 

Ukrainian or Russian-speaking people in 
the neighbourhood, as well as attending 
local events such as the 10th anniversary 
of the Wellesley splash pad and the duck 
race. Tetiana says, “Wellesley is a wonder-
ful village! Kind, helpful and hospitable 
people live here. Everyone says hello and 
asks how you are doing.”

They also love to cook, including tradi-
tional Ukrainian dishes such as borscht, 
a sour soup made with red beetroots and 
share their meals with their hosts.

Weiler Haskins said she has loved the 
experience so far and would be happy 
to help out other families in need in the 
future, especially with the outpouring of 
support from those around them.

“There’s going to be another war that 
comes - the Ukrainian crisis is going to 
die down and then what’s the next war?” 
“Richard and I have said I think we could 
keep doing this. I think we could keep 
housing people no matter where they’re 
from.”

“It’s definitely changed us so much.”

done between 2013 and 2018, Council agreed to make 
use of the property across the road in conjunction with a 
request from the Hickson Lions to consider a community 
meeting space here in Hickson.”

The Ventin Group Ltd. out of Toronto was awarded the ar-
chitectural and engineering services contract by council 
at a meeting in November of 2021. “They have since been 
working on the design, site plan, specifications, construc-
tion estimates, and more. It is expected that the tender 
will be let for the construction work the first week in July 
in hopes of awarding a construction contract within that 
budget at the August 3 meeting of Council,” says DePrest.

The company has experience designing municipal build-
ings and samples of their work can be found at https://
www.plusvg.com/. “They did have a significant amount of 
reference material as part of their submission and work-
ing with them has been great to date,” she adds.

The consulting and engineering funding for the building 

was approved in the 2020 capital budget in the amount of 
$250,000 but the quote came in under budget at $200,000. 
“Although the original anticipated cost for construction is 
projected to increase until we see an actual construction 
tender and cost per square foot number, we are current-
ly paying the architect at their awarded amount,” adds 
DePrest.

Once the site plan is ready the township expects to send 
out a tender for the actual construction and according to 
DePrest things are expected to happen quickly. “The ar-
chitect is working hard to have the full package of inte-
riors, exteriors, and site layout ready for release in the 
tender package for (today).

"The tender will be out for bids for 21 days with a pro-
posed closing date of July 21 so that it can be reviewed 
for compliance and submission to council for approval at 
the August 3 meeting. If the construction award timeline 
is achieved, then the hope is that construction would start 
on or around September 1 this year with a move in date 
slated for spring or summer of 2023.”
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NEWS —

Attempted theft in Wellesley

Police are investigating after an attempted theft from a 
motor vehicle in Wellesley Township on June 22.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) said that 
at about 2 a.m. that morning, an unknown suspect at-
tempted to enter a vehicle parked at a residence on 
Reiner Crescent. The suspect is described as a white fe-
male wearing a mask, hooded top, dark pants and white 
shoes.

Anyone with information is asked to call police or Crime 
Stoppers.

Break-in in Wellesley

Two unknown suspects enter a vehicle parked at a res-
idence on Crab Apple Court in Wellesley Township on 
June 22 between 2:30 a.m. and 3 a.m.

The suspects also used a garage door opener located in 
the vehicle to open a garage door. Nothing was stolen 

from the vehicle or garage.

The two suspects were observed running away from the 
area. Anyone with information or video footage is asked 
to call police or Crime Stoppers.

Single motor vehicle collision in Wellesley

The WRPS responded to a single motor vehicle collision 
in Wellesley Township on June 15.

At about 3:10 p.m., emergency services responded to 
Herrgott Road between Lawson Line and Geddes Street 
for a report of a collision.

A cement truck was travelling north on Herrgott Road 
when the driver lost control, travelled off the roadway, 
and overturned before striking a tree.

The driver, a 55-year-old Kitchener man, was transport-
ed by air ambulance to an out-of-region hospital with 
serious but non-life-threatening injuries.

Huron Road remained closed for several hours for the 
investigation. The investigation is ongoing by members 
of the WRPS Traffic Services Unit.

Anyone who witnessed this collision or has any infor-

mation is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 extension 
8856 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

Wilmot man charged after collision

A 67-year-old Wilmot Township man is facing numerous 
charges after colliding with two parked cars on June 22.

At about 4 p.m., emergency services responded to a col-
lision in the area of Mill Street and Charles Street. The 
Waterloo Regional Police Service say a driver was oper-
ating a vehicle in the area and collided with two parked 
cars.

The driver was transported by the Region of Waterloo 
Paramedic Services to an out of region hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

As a result, the 67-year-old Wilmot Township man was 
charged with: “impaired driving,” “dangerous operation,” 
“operation while prohibited,” “possession of suspected 
morphine,” and “failure to comply with release order.”

The man was held for a bail hearing. Anyone who wit-
nessed the incident or has dashcam footage that capture 
the incident is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

NEWS BRIEFS

Wellesley couple hosting Ukrainian family

A New East Zorra-Tavistock Office is in the Works
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FEATURE —
Digging deep to unearth Wilmot’s forgotten 
Indigenous history
North America’s biggest Indigenous longhouse was discovered in New Dundee in 1902 and excavated in the 
1980s, but since then, it’s been largely overlooked
By Nigel Gordijk 

At the entrance to Recreation Park in New Dundee 
stands an Ontario Heritage Trust plaque that celebrates 
the life of William J. Wintemberg, one of the province’s 
first archaeologists.

Wintemberg was born in New Dundee in 1876, and 
he was internationally recognized as an authority in 
Iroquoian history. He rode his bike around local farms 
and walked the fields to find artifacts, eventually build-
ing a substantial collection. Some of those pieces are 
currently stored in the Ken Seiling Waterloo Region 
Museum.

While there is a significant marker to acknowledge 
Wintemberg’s accomplishments, there are no plaques 
nor reminders of his discoveries in Wilmot, and no men-
tion of the people whose possessions he dug up.

One of those neglected sites is Wintemberg’s most sig-
nificant find on a New Dundee farm in 1902 – the largest 
longhouse in North America.

The 123.75-metre-long Neutral Iroquoian longhouse 
was home to up to 120 people that were related through 
female lineage. Dating back to between 1400 and 1450 
A.D., it was originally 60 metres long, with several ex-
tensions added over time.

There’s also evidence of three smaller longhouses at the 
same site. At its peak, the population of the entire com-
munity is estimated to have reached 600.

Prof. Robert MacDonald is currently an Adjunct 
Assistant Professor at the University of Waterloo and a 
former Wilmot resident. In May 1983, he supervised the 
Foundation for Public Archaeology team that led a one-
acre excavation at the farm on Bethel Road, dubbed the 
Coleman Site after a former owner.

The existence of these structures marks a significant 
point in the evolution of Indigenous, late-Woodland cul-
ture, said MacDonald.

“1,000 years before that, they were all hunter-gatherers; 
they weren’t farmers. They gradually adopted agricul-
ture and developed it. That allowed their populations to 
grow, and then they started living in these permanent 
villages.”

Digs at other Ontario sites show the transformation of 
Indigenous settlement patterns into small towns, he 
said. “The houses actually shrunk, but there’d be more 
of them, and they’d be organized differently.”

The lack of local knowledge and recognition of pre-set-
tlement Indigenous communities surprises MacDonald.

For three years, he ran an archaeology program called 
the Dundee Experience in New Dundee, where school 
groups from across the region would visit the site and 
dig. There were workshops about Indigenous pottery, 
flintknapping (making stone tools), and archaeology.

In 2008, Castle Kilbride hosted an archaeological ret-
rospective exhibition, featuring some of the artifacts 
that were discovered in New Dundee. MacDonald was 
shocked that no visitors remembered the Coleman Site 
from just 25 years earlier.

“It was on T.V.; it was in the paper. It was a big thing back 
in the Eighties, but nobody in Wilmot who came to that 
exhibition had any recollection at all. It was so inter-
esting to see how little time it takes for people to forget 
about something that was a big thing at one point.”

MacDonald is working to ensure that Indigenous history 

is more widely acknowledged. In addition to his posi-
tion at the University of Waterloo, he’s an archaeologi-
cal anthropologist and managing partner at consulting 
firm Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI), which is experi-
menting with various educational methods.

“In our company, one of our core values is that we share 
knowledge of what we find. We’ve been publishing in 
academic journals for years, but nobody reads those 
except other academics. In the last decade or so, we’ve 
started getting into things like documentary film and 
docudramas, which gives us a much broader scope of 
engagement with the public.”

When the Waterloo Region Museum was building its 
new facility, MacDonald was consulted after focus 
groups revealed that the top subjects the public wanted 
to learn about were Indigenous culture and history in 
Waterloo Region. “This was both a surprise and a prob-
lem, because no one had any expertise in that area.”

He helped the museum form an Indigenous advisory 
panel. “That’s how you do things right these days. You 
don’t take the lead; you facilitate the nations to tell their 
own story, and provide the knowledge and information 
you have from archaeology and other sources to go 
along with oral history.”

The permanent Indigenous display now occupies the 
most real estate of any theme in the museum.

There are other significant local sites, such as the mas-
sive Late Woodland village on the side of Baden Hills. 
“There are Iroquoian villages like the Coleman Site all 
over Wilmot township, but nobody knows about them,” 
said MacDonald. These are recorded, along with other 
registered sites, in the Ontario Ministry of Heritage’s 
database.

Wilmot has the oldest radiocarbon-dated archaeological 
site in southern Ontario, dating to approximately 8,300 
years ago. It was a small hunter-gatherer campsite from 
the Early Archaic Period, which was uncovered when 
the Ministry of Transportation widened Highway 8.

Earlier artifacts found in Wilmot are thought to be 13,000 

years old, although none of them have been radiocarbon 
dated. Their ages were determined by comparing them 
with similar pieces from elsewhere in North America 
that have been accurately radiocarbon dated.

ASI has been engaging with First Nations since 
the 1980s, and much of MacDonald’s work involves 
Indigenous consultation.

Two years ago, the Huron-Wendat Nation formed a 
partnership with ASI – called Yändata’ – to develop its 
own archeological consulting company with trained 
Indigenous archaeologists.

The Supreme Court’s “Haida Decision” in 2004 declared 
that the Crown has a duty to consult and accommodate 
First Nations whenever any decision is being made that 
could affect treaty or Aboriginal rights. This applies to 
both federal and provincial levels of government.

MacDonald said that municipal consultation is a “gray 
area.”

“Municipalities are technically not the Crown, but they 
are a creation of the Crown. Because provinces down-
loaded certain responsibilities to municipalities, partic-
ularly through the Planning Act, they’re making deci-
sions now that used to be provincial decisions.”

“Municipalities have been on a learning curve for quite 
some time, and there’s still a lot of learning to be done. 
But they’re getting there.”

This 2008 poster advertises an exhibition at Castle Kilbride 
with some Iroquoian artifacts that were discovered at an ar-
chaeological dig on Bethel Road, New Dundee 25 years earlier.

An Ontario Heritage Trust plaque in New Dundee’s Recreation 
Park celebrates the life of local archaeologist William J. Win-
temberg. It doesn’t mention the largest Indigenous longhouse 
in North America, which he discovered nearby in 1902.
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OPINION —

This day means much to some, 
but less to others. Our commit-
ted, proud Canadians will be 
marking the day in various ways. 
We can be assured, too, that the 
many refugees from the sense-
less invasion of Ukraine will 
arrive in our country with grati-
tude and respect. We may be able 
to learn from them.

When Canada officially began on 
July 1, 1867, it had been a colo-
ny of Britain, and the influence 
and many customs of that coun-
try framed our being. There were 
many newcomers, one, in partic-
ular, being the recently appoint-
ed editor of the weekly news-
paper in New Hamburg. He was 
Otto Pressprich, a rather young 
immigrant from what soon would 
become Germany. Many locals, 

unfortunately, seemed to place 
little importance to the day. In his 
editorial, the editor recognized 
Canada as rich in resources with 
a promising future. He strongly 
advocated for more immigration 
to strengthen ourselves from 
dominance from outside, espe-
cially by our near neighbours to 
the south. Pressprich served the 
community well in other leader-
ship roles, in church, socially and 
politically, and placed a high val-
ue on education.

Local events of that day included 
the accidental death of Fredrich 
Germann, 29, son of local Wil-
mot Hotel keeper Carl German, 
and the fire which destroyed the 
Perth street barn of immigrant 
Jakob Ritz.

Local businessman Sam Merner 
promoted the planting of many 
maple trees along the streets 
of the growing village, many of 
which survived as large shade 
trees well into the following cen-
tury.

With a new country, new elec-
tions were to be held, and these 
were set for some ten weeks lat-
er, Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 13 and 14. James Young was 
elected in our riding. Holding the 
vote on one day only and voting 

by secret ballot was still in the 
future and were adopted later.

William Scott, who had exerted 
much effort in civic and nation-
al politics and had become very 
wealthy as a businessman here, 
moved on to New Zealand in Oc-
tober 1867.

Over the coming decades, sev-
eral wars were fought, including 
the Boer War in South Africa, 
and the First World War, which 
settled little but set the stage for 
more conflict. Many patriotic Ca-
nadians served in the military as 
they were expected to do.

Fast forward to February 15, 
1965, when the new Canadian 
flag was raised at the post of-
fice in New Hamburg. Present 
on that chilly day was a sizeable 
assembly. As the Red Ensign was 
lowered and replaced by the new 
flag, there were scattered cheers 
from most, but some sneers from 
a few others. One local clergy-
man, an avid monarchist who 
attended the event, was heard to 
mutter, “Sad, Sad!”. The adoption 
of the new red and white flag 
showed partisan divisions, and 
some who opposed its adoption 
derided it, its colour and termed 
it the “Pearson Pennant.” Still, 
the new flag fluttered in the cold 

breeze, and it seemed to me then 
that change was a constant situ-
ation in our lives, and we need 
to accept it and move on. It had 
been my lot to have served in the 
military under the Red Ensign, 
and regulations ordered that it 
be raised in a ceremony each 
morning and lowered similarly 
in the evening. The new red and 
white maple leaf flag would now 
replace the Ensign in Canadian 
military events.

Here would be an opportunity 
to discuss our flag protocol, but 
it would be lengthy and well 
worthy of a separate column to 
clearly show the ways the flag is 
treated and displayed.

We have memories of years 
when little was done locally, per-
haps some sports events, or hav-
ing gone to the Scottish High-
land Games at Embro. Also, later 
when the Board of Trade held 
“duck races,” with small plastic 
ducks with ticket sale numbers 
attached were set adrift below 
the Nith dam, and the first duck 
to reach the gate by the bridge 
was the winner. Lately, more or-
ganized events have been held 
in front of the grandstand in the 
park.

As we do move on, we are re-

minded that our First Nations 
groups will see Canada Day in 
a different light, and it would be 
appropriate for us to understand 
their views as well. They have 
resided here many generations 
before the arrival of Europeans 
should entitle them to a status of 
recognition, respect and a won-
derful opportunity for us to learn 
from them and their traditions. 
Of greatest interest to me is their 
sense that their lives and all our 
environment are inter-connect-
ed and that we must build our 
lives and very existence around 
that. We have not done so, care-
lessly ignoring that concept and 
using it for our benefit without 
regard to the consequences. We 
hope that steps now being taken 
to correct that are not too little 
and too late.

Can we now move on to a more 
peaceful, inclusive way of life, 
embracing and allowing other 
beliefs, our new complement of 
immigrants, their families and 
customs or different skin co-
lours? That is the new reality, 
and we ignore it at the sure loss 
of a better future for all.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of 
Wilmot, a former newspaper edi-
tor, and local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Canada Day

By Ernie Ritz

Bacon Scrapins are the little bits 
of meat left in the greasy fry pan. 
They’re tasty, but the nutrition 
needs searching for. This tale is 
a bacon scrapin.

Every two years, we host a ga-
rage sale in our “nine-stop-signs” 
sized community. Members vol-

unteer to regulate traffic at the 
entry gate, guide the horse-and-
wagon vehicles to a grazing spot 
along the pond road, and super-
vise the flow of cars and trucks to 
avoid congestion and frustration.

Due to COVID, this year’s sale 
had three years between events, 
and so we all had lots of time to 
accumulate items that we were 
willing to share with others. The 
large flow of potential buyers, 
attracted to the large number of 
sellers, increased the chances of 
supplying just the perfect cus-
tomer for most nick-nacks and 
all our valued items. Of course, 
with garage sales, the trick is 
negotiating how much the cus-
tomer is willing to pay to get an 
item, versus how much you want 
to keep it.

How do we eventually agree that 
we have value in common? Some 
sociologist suggested that every 
conversation is a negotiation. In-
teracting with a spouse or child 
or neighbour is attempting to 
communicate both ways with an-
other, bargaining to find a com-
mon understanding.

At a garage sale, starting ne-
gotiations is mostly marketing 
placement. I put the eye-catch-
ing stuff – the oak chairs, the 
patio-umbrella-and-stand with 
a $5 price on it, the boxes of 
screw-drivers at 5¢ each, the box 
of 60’s L.P.s, the maple high chair 
– all at a focal point out front. 
Buyers’ eyes tend to widen when 
they latch onto “the-good-stuff”.

My strategy was to get their feet 
to follow their eyes. If I could at-

tract the men up to the garage, 
then their women folks would 
feel more comfortable about 
cruising about the aisles of my 
wife’s valuables. If the husbands 
are impatiently anchored out 
in the stream of walkers on the 
street, then the wives won’t stay 
long enough for an ‘impulsive 
wish’ to convert to a ‘committed 
offer.’

She was looking closely at the 
maple high chair. He was testing 
how the food tray slid in-and-out, 
and how the safety strap clasped 
below. She fingered some of the 
wear along the arms and tray 
edges. I said, “My son, who is 
now 42, ate out of that chair. My 
daughter, who is now 40, once 
tried to fly by jumping out of it 
and dislocated her shoulder. My 
grandson, who is now only five 

but too big for it, slopped his ap-
ple sauce down those legs.”

“How much?” he asked. I told 
him. She looked at him in the 
way grandmothers have with 
their husbands sometimes. He 
gave up immediately and said, 
“OK!” He passed me the bills 
which he carefully extracted 
from his money envelope. I car-
ried the chair for him to their 
small wagon at the street so they 
could pull it all the way back to 
where their horse-and-wagon 
was beside the lake.

It’s hard to give up something 
with so many memories attached 
to it. But it’s easier when you 
know that a new set of simi-
lar memories will be created by 
someone who places as much 
value on it as you do!

BACON SCRAPINS:  Stuff We Value

By Barry S. Wolfe

Letter to the Editor:
Thanking our health care workers with plants

I've been visiting many grocery store garden centres re-
cently, and most are planning on closing in this week or 
next . Many stores still have a huge inventory of good 
condition hanging baskets and annuals on sale. I've been 
told twice now that any remaining stock simply goes into 
garbage, wasting both  soil and hundreds of plastic pots.

It would be a great gesture if Zehrs, Sobeys and other 
stores would offer free or minimal cost plants to any of 
our health care workers who show proof of health care 
employment such as a hospital or clinic badge. If giving 
them away is not possible (as some stores don't allow 
this) perhaps a minimal charge of $1 would be a token 
price.

This action would be a great way to thank our health 
care workers for their work and commitment during the 
pandemic and save a lot of material from landfill as well.  
I hope that folks will talk to their local stores this week 
to encourage this action.

Kathy Mostardi

New Hamburg
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By Jessica Harvey

This past week on Tuesday, June 27, saw 
the first traditional graduation ceremo-
ny take place since 2019. The graduating 
class gathered at the Tavistock Memorial 
Hall for the event.

Principal Nicola Bankes led the eve-
ning's events with some parting words 
as she announced her retirement.

"Graduation is one of those important 
life events that need to be recognized as 
it marks the transition from elementary 
to high school. It recognizes the closing 
of one door and the opening of another."

Mrs. Bankes added how fortunate they 
felt to be able to celebrate the graduates 
in person. "It was a wonderful event! The 
graduates all looked amazing and were 
happy and excited to be celebrating with 
their friends and family members."

Following the formal awards, graduates 
celebrated with cake and punch and a 
dance supervised by staff and parents.

Due to COVID protocols, the school was 
unable to have a graduation celebration 
at the hall for the last two years. The 
2021 celebrations will be remembered by 
many as it was an outside event held in 
a torrential downpour. "Umbrellas were 
the coveted accessory of the day last 
year!"

Mrs. Bankes states that 2020 graduates 
had their diplomas delivered by volun-
teer fire fighters who drove around town 
in a Fire Truck.

"We are very proud of our graduates! 

This group of students has not had an 
easy route to graduation," she says. "They 
made it through multiple shifts between 
in-person and remote learning, physical 
distancing, and a great deal of hand sani-
tizer. On Monday night, they demonstrat-
ed their resilience and adaptability and 
celebrated in style. We wish them well as 
they move on to high dchool and all the 
best for the future!" 

The graduation saw a variety of awards 

handed out to celebrate the students' 
achievements throughout the year. A full 
list of awards and award winners is as 
follows:

Merit Award, Presented by The Men's 
Club: Rowan Bartlett

Citizenship Award, Presented by the 
Masonic Lodge: Rowan Bartlett

Academic Award: Thomas Ropp

Ontario Principal's Council Award: 

Thomas Ropp

Anna P. Lewis English Award: Avery 
Brenneman and Anna-Grace Buragina

Ravnit Hundal Memorial Award: Morgan 
George

Science Award: Liam Doan and Saige 
Gerich

Math Award: Tucker Otto and Connor 
Murray

Physical Education Awards: Rowan 
Bartlett, Charlee Harvey, Saige

Gerich, Thomas Ropp

Mme. Prosser French Award: Corbin 
Glofcheski and Cooper Yantzi

Geography Award: Lindsay Vanderhyden 
and Sophie Tout

History Award: Morgan George and 
Tucker Otto

Visual Arts Award: Ruby Harnack and 
Ella Skinner

Music Award: Anna-Grace Buragina and 
Ruby Harnack

Valedictorians: Rowan Bartlett and Ruby 
Harnack

Honour Roll: Rowan Bartlett, Avery 
Brenneman, Charlee Harvey, Liam

Doan, Tessa Gerber, Lindsay 
Vanderhyden, Ruby Harnack, Thomas 
Ropp,

Connor Murray, Tucker Otto, Cooper 
Yantzi, Anna-Grace Buragina, Sophie

Tout, Saige Gerich

Tavistock Public School Graduation
COMMUNITY —

NOW HIRING
peopleCare Tavistock

Position available at our 
Tavistock LTC Home

 FT Resident Support Aide
 Supporting the Nursing Department with 
Inventory control and nursing equipment 

maintenance. 
Apply to: avolkova@peoplecare.ca

We welcome you to join the team! 

NOW HIRING
peopleCare Tavistock

Position available at our 
Tavistock LTC Home

 FT Building Maintenance
 Apply to: glennda@superiorfacilityservices.com

We welcome you to join the team! 

S t  M a r y s  F a r m e r s ’ M a r k e t  
Every Saturday 8am to noon 

at “The Flats” 
 FARM FRESH PRODUCE 
  LOCALLY RAISED MEATS 
     FRESH BAKED GOODS 
       CHEESE & CRAFTS & more… 
 

Coming Event: 
St. Marys Homecoming Pancake Breakfast 

July 2:   8am to noon 
 

Plus: Strawberry season!!! 
Fresh strawberries are here and abundant 

late June into July 
 

With thanks to our 2022 sponsor: Perth/Oxford NFU 
Check facebook frequently for Updates! 

www.stmarysfarmersmarket.ca 

Pictured Left to Right: Back Row: Mr. Craig White, Lucas Rempel, Thomas Ropp, Morgan 
George, Corbin Glofcheski, Max Stegmann, Cohen Cox, Quinn Yule, Cooper Yantzi, Ethan Davy, 
Tyson Reibling, Rowan Bartlett, Jenna McWhirter, Tiara Ivey-Head-Constant. Middle Row: Cy-
lus Norman, Alec Richard, Liam Doan, Owen Kropf, Connor Murray, Molly Bender, Ruby Har-
nack, Zoey Shantz, Magnus Collins-Jaarsma, Sage Gerich, Ella Skinner, Emma Weitzel, Derika 
Scheerer, Sophie Tout, Mr. Chris Ross. Seated: Gavin Witt, Scott Schweitzer, Kylie Jackson, 
Avery Brenneman, Charlee Harvey, Tucker Otto, Nathan Raymer, Tessa Gerber, Lindsay Vande-
rhyden, Aubrey Shewchuk, Madeline Amy, Anna-Grace Buragina, Carrington Clement.
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COMMUNITY —

The graduating class from Sprucedale 
Public School in Shakespeare held its 
convocation ceremony Thursday evening, 
June 23, at Shakespeare Optimist Hall. 
School board member, Julie Moore, wished 
the graduating class the best in their fu-
ture for grade 9 and school principal, Mrs. 

Paetkau, stated she will miss them all after 
getting to know them in the time that she 
has been at Sprucedale. Jaydon Gleeson 
gave his valedictorian address, after being 
introduced by long time staff member Mr. 
Hernden,  and hoped they could all stay in 
touch in the future.

The Sprucedale Public 
School 2022 graduating 
class

Baden students at WO

Pictured-the graduating class of 2022- left to right, front row: Katana Krantz, Sophie West, 
Julia McKone, Ella Taylor and. Dayna Roberts. Back row, left to right, Sara Stiller, Wade 
Johnston, Seth Fralick, Spencer Reis, Ashton Hergott, Alex Everett, Jaydon Gleeson, Kole 
Dietrich, Chase Faulhafer, Simon Ruby, and Jack Pletsch-Trachsel.

Grade 8 students Baden Public School hanging out at Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School on their last day June 27. (Photo credit: Twitter/@bdnwrdsb) 
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COMMUNITY —

Helping Seniors and Adults with 
Unique Needs to Live Independently 
in their own Homes

1-855-664-1900

Celebrating 35 years of serving the community

• Meals on Wheels • Transportation 
• Senior Day Program 
• Maintenance •  Social Programs 
• Friendly Visiting •  Community Meals 
• FREE Transportation from Hospital to Home 
• FREE Community Exercise 
   and Falls Prevention Classes 
• FREE Short Term Home Support

The Township of Wellesley Fire 
Department introduced 12 new recruit 
firefighters in a Facebook post that have 
just completed an intense six month 

training program with recruit firefighters 
and training officers from the Townships 
of North Dumfries, Wellesley, Wilmot 
and Woolwich. “Special thanks to our 

dedicated trainers and officers that have 
put in hundreds of extra hours to get our 
recruits ready to be on the trucks,” said the 
Township of Wellesley. “The group is split 

between our three stations and have been 
issued their badges and pagers and are re-
sponding to calls.”

Twelve new Township of Wellesley recruit firefighters

Station 51 from left to right: FF M. Weber, FF A. Moser, FF C. Binkle, Captain/Trainer- A. 
Macleod, FF B. Cornwall, FF J. Weber, District Fire Chief M. Karley, and Deputy Fire Chief 
F. Karley.

Firefighters from three Wellesley Township fire stations. Station 51 (Crosshill): FF M. Weber, 
FF A. Moser, FF C. Binkle, Captain/Trainer A. Macleod, FF B. Cornwall, FF J. Weber, District 
Fire Chief M. Karley, Deputy Fire Chief F. Karley. Station 52 (St. Clements): District Fire Chief 
B. Dietrich, FF J. Carrere, FF N. Hislop, FF H. Martin, FF D. Hehn, Captain/Trainer J. Roeder. 
Station 53 (Wellesley): Captain D. Brick, Captain/Trainer B. Lindner, FF J. Berlette, FF J. 
Reitzel, FF M. Schultz, Captain R. Hurren, District Fire Chief T. Stroh. 



8 Thursday, June 30, 2022 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) is launching a new technology, 
aimed at improving and enhance commu-
nication with residents of the region.

The new technology, called SPIDR Tech, is 
a software that automatically sends cus-
tomized text messages to crime victims or 
community residents who report a crime, 
as well as surveys to determine commu-
nity trust and satisfaction with the WRPS.

“Our communications centre receives 
nearly 800 9-1-1 calls every day. By le-
veraging the SPIDR tech platform, we can 
reduce the amount of calls to our commu-
nications centre requesting police report 
updates,” said Police Chief Bryan Larkin.

“Safety is our top priority. Reducing these 
types of non-emergency calls to our com-
munications centre means those who truly 
need our help can get it as fast as possible.”

The WRPS is one of the first police 

services in Canada to implement SPIDR 
Tech, which includes a pilot project testing 
the technology until the fall, with plans for 
full implementation after.

Starting Monday, June 27, automated text 
messages will be sent to community res-
idents who report break and enter inci-
dents, both residential and commercial, 
or motor vehicle collisions on an SMS en-
abled device.

Once a report is received, the person who 

completed the report will receive a text 
message with information about their 
report, including confirmation that the 
report was received, the occurrence num-
ber, updates on officer arrival, as well as 
follow-up surveys to determine level of 
satisfaction with the service they received.

SPIDR Tech was created by a California-
based company of former law enforce-
ment officers to help police services im-
prove communication, transparency and 
service delivery to the public.

By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot agreed to pur-
chase a new combination sewer flusher / 
hydro excavation truck from FST Canada 
- Joe Johnson Equipment for $637,203 plus 
harmonized sales tax (HST).

The decision was approved during a vir-
tual council meeting on Monday, June 27.

During the meeting, Councillor Jenn 
Pfenning directed a question to Director 
of Public Works and Engineering, Jeff 
Molenhuis. “There’s been a whole lot of 
conversation over all of these procurement 
conversations of the rising costs of every-
thing. Do you have any kind of a sense of 
how much this particular type of vehicle 
has increased?”

Molenhuis responded, “For direct materi-
al costs - there are a number of different 
material cost increases that have been 

reported over the last six months and cer-
tainly over the last two years.

“We do see a general percentage increase, 
but not necessarily something I could tie to 
this particular purchase at this point.”

The truck is used for public works emer-
gency and maintenance activities. The 
unit is used in service delivery repairs 
for underground infrastructure, subsur-
face investigations, as well as preventative 
maintenance operations in the storm and 
sanitary infrastructure.

The use of hydro-excavation allows for 
minimal impact, damage and disruption to 
the environment and other infrastructure 
when completing underground works.

Township staff issued a Request for 
Proposal through Wilmot’s e-bidding web-
site on May 6. There was a total of six doc-
ument takers, and six proposals received 

at the time of close on May 30.

There were two proposals submitted by 
FST Canada - Joe Johnson Equipment 
of Innisfil, as well as two from JD Bruce 
Equipment of Greely, one from C.M 
Equipment in Ajax and one from Carrier 
Centers in London.

The proposal submissions were evaluat-
ed based on the following criteria, with 
weighting allocated to each: overall com-
pliance with specifications (30%), warran-
ty / delivery time (40%) and cost proposal 
(30%).

 One of the FST Canada - Joe Johnson sub-
missions was deemed the highest ranking 
proposal and was thus recommended for 
the award. “References have been veri-
fied and appear to be satisfactory,” wrote 
Molenhuis in his report.

Because of the time required to build and 

deliver this unit, staff issued the tender in 
2022, but the funds will not be required 
until delivery of the unit in the third or 
fourth quarter of 2023. “As such, the RFP 
release timing was done in a manner to al-
low the municipality to plan timing of de-
livery and budget adequately for the unit,” 
wrote Molenhuis.

The funding source will come from the 
infrastructure reserve fund - sanitary 
($435,000), and development charges - 
sanitary ($145,000). The township added 
that the budget would need to include ad-
ditional funding of $17,105 from develop-
ment charges and $51,313 from infrastruc-
ture funds to cover the budget shortfall.

A portion of the funding would be re-
turned to reserve funds after the sale of 
the surplus vehicle, and there may be mi-
nor incidental costs to prepare the unit for 
integration into the fleet.

WRPS using new technology to improve 
communication with region residents

Wilmot awards tender for hydro excavation truck 
for $637,203

COMMUNITY —

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

By Lee Griffi

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police has launched an in-
vestigation after human remains were 
found at an undisclosed location in Zorra 
Township.

Police were dispatched to the scene on 
Monday of this week at about 4:45 p.m. 
Media Relations Officer Patti Cole says, 
“the remains were found on private 

property, and out of respect of the owner, 
we are not releasing the location.”

The OPP are releasing few details, but a 
source tells The Gazette a burnt-out ve-
hicle with a body inside was found south-
east of Embro in the area of 41st Line and 
Oxford Road 74.

The ongoing investigation is being con-
ducted by the Oxford OPP Major Crime 
Unit and Forensic Identification Services 

in partnership with the Office of the Chief 
Coroner of Ontario. A post-mortem ex-
amination will be conducted to attempt 
to identify the remains and determine a 
cause of death.

Cole says investigators believe this to be 
an isolated incident and there is no threat 
to public safety. “The investigation is in 
the early stages and more information will 
be released when it becomes available,” 

she adds.

Anyone with information regarding this 
incident is asked to contact the Oxford 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous you can call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 
submit an online tip at www.oxfordcrimes-
toppers.com, where you may be eligible to 
receive a cash reward of up to $2,000

Human Remains Found in Zorra Township



9Thursday, June 30, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The following excerpts are a summary of 
major decisions made by Waterloo Region 
council members on June 22.

Council to lower speed limits in 31 school 
zones on Regional roads

The Region is lowering speed limits in 31 
school zones along regional roads to “en-
hance road safety.” The changes will be in 
effect during school hours, from Mondays 
to Fridays 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and implement-
ed September through June.

The decision comes after council direct-
ed staff to review speed limits in school 
zones that are higher than 40 kilometres 
an hour. There are 35 school zones front-
ing regional roads, 31 with a posted speed 
limit great than 40 kilometres an hour.

Council invests in upgrades to protect lo-
cal water resources

Regional council approved vendors for 
upgrades to protect drinking water, en-
hance wastewater treatment services, and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions across 
the region.

•  Replacing power supply unit equipment 
for two generators at the Mannheim water 
treatment plant ($1,185,200).

• Elmira wastewater treatment plant up-
grades ($4,249,600).

• Landfill gas system upgrades at the for-
mer Kitchener landfill site ($8,328,000).

• Replacing Kitchener wastewater treat-
ment plant turbo blowers ($2,387,400).

• New biosolids storage facilities at Galt 
and Waterloo wastewater treatment plants 
($26,562,900).

• Five-year operation of the liquid biosol-
ids management program ($531,000).

• Five-year operation of the cake biosolids 
management program ($4,048,700).

• Clay capping and regrading ($741,900).

Airport shuttle service to launch in 
September

As the Region of Waterloo International 
Airport expands due to increase demand, 

council approved the vendor for an airport 
shuttle service. The service will transport 
passengers between the new parking lot 
and the terminal building. The new park-
ing lot, which adds 611, is scheduled to be 
up and running in September. Currently, 
the airport has 728 public parking stalls 
and was at capacity in August last year 
and 33 weekly flights.

Region to showcase local artists at new 
airport terminal

Council approved a plan to install six piec-
es of public art in the terminal expansion 
at the Region of Waterloo International 
Airport for up to two years. “Public art 
contributes to a community’s identity, cul-
ture, and economic strengths,” said the re-
gion. “Pieces will explore themes of travel 
and movement.”

The region issued a call to artists in May, 
after being advised by the Public Art 
Advisory Committee. The committee rec-
ommended issuing to call to ensure art 
could be found and installed more quick-
ly than a commission and benefit artists 
who had few opportunities to exhibit their 
work throughout the pandemic.

Council approves reduction of child care 
fees through federal plan

Council has approved the 2022 $24-mil-
lion federal funding allocation received as 
part of the Canada-Wide Early Learning 
and Child Care Plan (CWELCC). The first 
priority is to reduce child care fees by 25 
per cent, retroactive to April of this year 
and to increase wages for the lowest paid 
early childhood educators.

Goals of the CWELCC include lowering 
child care fees to an average of $10 per 
day before September 2025, helping cre-
ate new childcare spaces, increasing the 
wages of early childhood educators, and 
removing barriers to care for diverse and 
underserved populations.

As the child care service manager, the re-
gion will develop new policies and proce-
dures to put the CWELCC plan in place. 
Staff is working with the province and 
other service managers to share and align 
policy practices where possible. They 

were also meeting regularly with partners 
and will create a working group to support 
policy development.

Vendor approved for workspace redesign 
that will reduce carbon footprint

Council has approved the vendor for a 
regional workplace redesign that will re-
duce the region’s carbon footprint. The 
redesign involves renovations to exist-
ing buildings, which will take place over 

several years at the region’s headquarter 
campus in Kitchener. Staff estimate the 
project will save $1.2-million annually in 
leasing costs, to start.

The project is part of the Region’s 
Corporate Accommodations Master Plan, 
which works to minimize building space 
needs while effectively and efficiently de-
livering services to the community.

Waterloo Region council briefs

PROPERTIES NEEDED! - Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in 
Tavistock and surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling and would like to 
know what your house is worth in today’s active real estate market, or if you would like 
more information on any property listed “FOR SALE”,  
please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400, 
Cell 519-272-7676 or Res: 519-655-2548 or email mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400

MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

87 Jacob Street East, Tavistock
Attention first time home buyers, contractors, investors 
looking for a rental property, or a family looking for a 
3-bedroom home.  This 3 bedroom one and a half storey 
home located on a 44.61 X 161.77-foot lot, offers a spacious 
eat in kitchen, 4 pc bath on the main floor, closed in front 
porch, main floor laundry.  The upper level of this home 
was mostly gutted and re-insulated and drywalled, there 
is also for this house a lift if you need to bring someone 
in the house in a wheelchair or easy to bring appliances 
in.  Why rent when you can own your own home today, 
immediate possession is available, call today to view. 
MLS#40273440 NEW PRICE $389,900

106 William Street South, Tavistock
Are you a large family looking for a bigger home, on a 
bigger lot, then this is one home you do not want to miss 
viewing. This lovely home located on a 107 X 200 foot lot 
is located within walking distance to the local public 
school, park , arena and shopping. This great 2 storey 
brick 4 bedroom home offers approximately 3100 square 
feet of living space for the main house and if you have 
a teenager or parents that you want to be living close 
to you but not in the same house, this property offers a 
2 bedroom granny suite. Features of this amazing home 
offer natural wood trim, wood floors, 5 bathrooms, with 3 of them being ensuite baths, no more fighting over the 
bathroom, formal dining room, main floor family room. The grounds of this property offer your own private oasis, 
lovely treed, privacy, fountain, pond, flower beds, perfect property for the gardener in the family. Don’t put off 
viewing this property any longer. This house is not a drive by and must be viewed from the inside to appreciate 
just all that it has to offer. Call your realtor to view or come view through one of the open houses.
MLS#40252064 NEW PRICE $899,900

OPEN HOUSE THURSDAY JUNE 30TH 6:30-8:00 PM
HOSTED BY TOM BROOKS, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

2187 Line 29, RR#2 Tavistock
Welcome to 2187 Line 29 RR#2 Tavistock, located on the outskirts of 
Tavistock and within commuting distance to Stratford, Woodstock, 
and the Kitchener Waterloo area.  If you are tired of city or town living 
and want more yard space, this home might be just what you are 
looking for.  Located on a large 82.50 X 264 foot lovely, treed lot, this 
one and half storey brick home offers a newer kitchen with built in 
appliances, island with a breakfast bar, cathedral ceiling and a walk 
out to a deck and rear yard, formal dining room, large living room, 
natural wood trim.  If you are looking for a large garage (shop) for a 
workshop or to store your precious car in, this home offers a detached 
garage with an upper loft for added storage space.  For the gardener in the family, you will love the abundance of flower 
beds.  The other option for this property is, if you are looking for a large lot to build your dream home, why not consider 
this property(with Township approval), call today for more information or your own private viewing for this property. 
MLS#40273166  NEW PRICE $649,900

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Investigators from the Huron County Ontario Provincial 
Police are seeking assistance to the public in finding two 
individuals wanted on outstanding warrants.

Both wanted persons are also linked persons of interest 
in recent theft and fail to stop for police occurrences to 
Perth, Huron, and Bruce counties.

Huron County OPP currently holds an arrest warrant for 
21-year-old Pacey Feddes of Bruce County, for the offence 
of Possession of Stolen Property Over $5,000 and Fail to 
Comply with a Probation Order.

The accused is described as a white male, about 5’9”, 135 
pounds, thin build, with brown eyes and brown hair. He is 
known is frequent Perth, Huron and Grey-Bruce counties.

Police are also actively attempting to locate 37-year-old 
Matthew Charlton, also from Bruce County. South Bruce 
OPP has an outstanding warrant for Failing to Comply 
with a Probation Order. Additionally, Hanover Police 
Services holds an arrest warrant for Charlton on several 
outstanding offences.

He is described as a white male, about 6’1”, pounds, me-
dium build, shaved head with brown eyes. He is known to 
frequent Grey-Bruce and Huron counties.

Police request anyone with information on the where-
abouts of these two individuals, please call the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 or your nearest police authority. Those 
who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477.

If you observe either person, police advise you to call 
911 immediately, do not approach or attempt to interact 

with them as they are known to carry weapons and can 
be violent.

OPP issue notice about two wanted persons

Wanted person Matthew Charlton. Wanted person Pacey Feddes.

By Shonna Ward 

The Community 4-H Club has been par-
ticipating in the Woodstock Relay for Life 
since 2007. In 2022, the team raised $9,347 
and in the 16 years, the team has raised 
over $162,000 to support those battling 
cancer and help fund cancer research.

At the Woodstock Relay for Life event held 
June 11th at College Avenue Secondary 
School, the team members supported the 
participants of Hope lap, enjoyed play-
ing games, the three-legged race, poker 
lap and walked the track totalling over 84 
miles (135 km). The team participated in 
the luminary ceremony where they had 88 
decorated luminary bags honouring those 
battling cancer and remembering those 
who have lost their battle with cancer. The 
team’s name being ‘Community 4-H Club 
Back & Ready to Attack’, had the luminary 
bags decorated with kangaroos with box-
ing gloves.

The Community 4-H Club received the 
Team Tent Award as they had raised over 
$5,000 by June 1st and were able to enjoy 
the event in a tent supplied by the orga-
nizers. Others awards were also received 
by the Community 4-H Club Relay for Life 
Team & members. Grace Piper received 
the Top Youth Fundraiser Award; Shonna 
Ward received the Top Adult Fundraiser 
Award and the team received the Family 
& Friends Team Challenge Award for rais-
ing the most money. The Woodstock event 
raised $36,600.

The members of the Community 4-H Club 
Relay for Life Team do not raise the mon-
ey for the awards. There have been 55 dif-
ferent members on the team, with some 
being siblings joining as they joined the 

4-H program over the years. All the 4-H 
youth members and volunteers on the 
team have been affected by Cancer either 
themselves, a family member or someone 
in their lives. With sad hearts on July 18, 
2019, one of the original team members 
passed away at the age of 24 after cou-
rageously battling Cancer for 16 months. 
Even though some have graduated the 
4-H youth program, some have continued 
as 4-H club volunteers and others have 

continued to support the various fund-
raising activities the team does.

It has been nice to get back to some of 
the fundraisers the team has done in the 
past years. The funds raised mostly come 
from the 4-H youth members doing ac-
tivities with donations to the Community 
4-H Club Relay for Life Team. The 4-H 
youth members and club volunteers have 
served at food booths, done roadside and 
park cleanups, catered at meetings and 

events, stone picking, fence painting, 
made and sold face masks, sold pop and 
water, pancake fundraiser, event setup 
and take-downs, poinsettia plant fund-
raiser, collected used electronics, pop 
cans & returnable bottles/cans, and most 
recently sold rhubarb jam and grape jel-
ly from donated Oxford fruits. They have 
also collected pledges.

Thank you to the community organizations 
& businesses--Woodstock Agricultural 
Society & Ladies Auxiliary, Oxford County 
Junior Farmers’, Woodstock Choralaires, 
Hickson & District Lions Club, Tavistock 
Men’s Club, Embro Truck & Tractor Pull, 
Oxford Holstein Club, Jakeman’s Maple 
Products, Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show, 
Tavistock Optimists, Country Geek, Farm 
Credit Canada, Canadian Cancer Society, 
and Oxford County Agricultural Societies 
with club display boards promoting 4-H & 
Relay for Life and to individuals for their 
pledges to the team.

Cancer is expected to be diagnosed in one 
of every two people with 80,000 people 
passing away each year in Canada. Cancer 
does not sleep. To help fund research for 
cancer and support those battling cancer, 
you can help support the Community 4-H 
Club Relay for Life fundraisers. Currently 
the team is selling rhubarb jam, grape 
jelly, and year-round collecting used elec-
tronics and returnable bottles/cans with 
proceeds to the Canadian Cancer Society.

We will be at the Embro Truck & Tractor 
Pull selling pop & water July 29 and July 
30. Please contact Shonna Ward by email 
wardshonna@hotmail.com or call/text 
519-854-6919 for further information or 
to support.

The Community 4-H Club Relay for Life participation

Shonna Ward, Sophie Pullen, Erin Shrigley, Emma Pullen, Laura Witmer, Jenna Van Boekel, 
Amanda Witmer, Grace Piper, Jacob Bergsma, and Elizabeth Bruce.
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18th Annual 
Childhood Cancer 
Fundraising BBQ 

1111  AAMM--66  PPMM  
TThhuurrssddaayy  

JJuullyy  1144,,  22002222 100% of the     
Proceeds goes to 

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation 
Children’s Health Foundation (London) 

Walk to Conquer Cancer (Princess Margaret) 

11223399  NNoottrree  DDaammee  DDrr..  PPeetteerrssbbuurrgg  
Contact: 519-634-5852 

sales@bechtholdhome.com or sales@bwgeotextiles.com 
 

To donate online visit  
www.bechtholdhome.com/bbq.html 

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

If you were, or are a young person who 
has ever been to summer camp, it's very 
possible that you attended summer camp 
at Camp Bimini at one time or another. 
The camp is located southeast of Stratford 
on the Embro Road has offered a camp ex-
perience since 1947. 

Camp Bimini is one of about 55 United 
Church of Canada camps across Canada. 
The camp came into being about 75 years 
ago through the foresight and hard work 
of some of the local clergy. Following World 
War II, there was a new interest in doing 
something for the youth of the country. 

The United Church was caught up in this 
interest and Perth County presbytery em-
braced the idea in the Camp Bimini histo-
ry. In that history, officials continued to say 
that the beautiful shaded meadows on the 
farms of Monteith and Cardwell along the 
Embro Road, in Downie Township, would 
become known as the Bimini picnic area.

Camp Bimini coordinator, Carol Young, 
who everyone that knows her will say 
“that she is energetic and full of good 
ideas,” recently stated that they are back 
this year to being an overnight camp. She 

goes on to say that they employ 60 teen-
agers as counsellors-in-training, counsel-
lors, program leaders and more. This year 
the camp begins July 3 and finishes Au-
gust 26 with about 700 campers attending 
over the summer, with ages ranging from 
9 to 14 years.

The list of churches/organizations that 
sponsor cabins at Camp Bimini include 
Kiwanis Club of Stratford, Thamesview 
United church in Fullarton, St. Mary’s 
United Church, Avondale United Church - 
Stratford, Kirkton United Church, Atwood 
United Church, Parkview United Church - 
Stratford, St. Paul's United Church in Mil-
verton, Main St. United Church in Mitch-
ell, Grace United Church in Tavistock, 
and Hampstead United Church, north of 
Shakespeare.      

Camp Bimini is celebrating its 75th anni-
versary on Sunday, August 28 from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. The golf tournament is Friday, 
August 26 at the Mitchell Golf and Coun-
try Club.

Just as the motto of Bimini camp states: 
experience nature, grow spiritually, and 
create lifelong friendships. More info is 
available at www.campbimini.ca.

Camp Bimini celebrating 75 years in 2022 in Perth 
County’s Downie Township

Preparing for a busy summer at Camp Bimini last week are program directors left, Sage 
Wolfcamp from Mitchell, and right, Emma Hagen-Johnson from Woodstock. Seated behind 
is Camp Coordinator Carol Young.
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Roth
A 65th wedding anniversary was held June 26 for 
Ken and Katherine Roth who were married June 
29, 1957. An open house meant many reconnec-
tions amongst family and friends! The day fin-

ished with a family meal at Quehl’s, one of their 
favourite places in Tavistock!

Thank you for the many cards and for those able 
to attend to celebrate this very special occasion.

THANK YOU
SIPPEL, Kay

Catherine “Kay” Sippel 
passed away peacefully on 
June 21, 2022 at PeopleCare 
Tavistock in her 93rd year. 
Born in P.E.I on March 16, 
1929 she is the last surviv-
ing member of her “Flynn” 
family.

She was predeceased by 
loving husband Roy Sippel 
in 2009. She left fond mem-
ories with her daughters, 

Diana Chiasson (Phil), Linda Wettlaufer (Bruce); 
4 grandchildren, Brittany Denstedt (Chad), Chris 
Boyer, Katie Payette (Cam), Rachel Pletch; 4 great 
grandsons, Bentley Denstedt, Keegan Denstedt, 
Everett Boyer, Noah Payette. 

A private family visitation and service will be held 
with interment in Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Cemetery, Sebastopol-Tavistock.

In lieu of flowers donations to the Cancer Society 
or Tavistock Assistance Program “T.A.P.” would be 
appreciated and may be made through the Francis 
Funeral Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
DIETRICH, Evelyn M. (nee 

Zettler)
Passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by family on 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 
Grand River Hospital at the 
age of 93.

Beloved wife of the late Carl 
(2003). 

Loving mother of Don 
Dietrich (Maureen Klenk), 
Mark (Laurie) Dietrich, 
Marilyn (Randy) Overholt 

and Denise Dietrich-Le Lievre (the late Joe Le 
Lievre).  

Cherished G-ma of Emily, Katelyn, Rachel, Mark, 
Melissa, Eddie (Kaitlyn), Dillon, Jesse (Laura) and 
Cullen, and GG of Eden and Maisee. 

Will be remembered by her godchildren, many nieces 
and nephews, and extended family. 

Predeceased by her parents Albert and Helen Zettler, 
and sister Marie Schwantz. 

Evelyn was a longtime resident of Summersfield 
Lane, St. Agatha, Ontario and recently celebrated 
her 75th year as a member of the Catholic Women's 
League. She was an expert shirt folder at Arrow 
Shirts until her retirement and a longtime volunteer 
at St. Mary's Hospital. Evelyn was an avid quilter, 
knitter, crocheter and seamstress, and could often be 
found in her garden. She will always be remembered 
for her famous pies and butter tarts. 

Evelyn's family will receive relatives and friends 
from 2 to 4 p.m. & 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, July 1, 2022 
at the Henry Walser Funeral Home, 507 Frederick 
Street, Kitchener, 519-749-8467. Funeral Mass will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, July 2, 2022 at St. Agatha 
RC Church, 1839 Notre Dame Drive, St. Agatha. 
Interment at St. Agatha Cemetery. Reception to follow 
in the church hall. 

Special thank yous to the staff at Laurelwood 
Retirement Home, Lanark Heights Retirement Home, 
and the surgical unit at Grand River Hospital for 
their kindness and the compassionate care shown to 
Evelyn.  

As expressions of sympathy, donations to St. Agatha 
Catholic Womens League, Grand River Hospital 
Foundation or St. Mary's Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated by the family (cards available at the 
funeral home).

Visit www.henrywalser.com for Evelyn's memorial.

OBITUARY

FAMILY MILESTONES —

WORSHIP IN 
WILMOT 

TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St.,
New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays 
at 10:15 a.m.
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are           
followed. 
Summer Adventure Days, August 
22-26, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Stories, games, music, and snacks.                   
Free for children 5-11 years. To register or for 
more information, e-mail                                           
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

Tavistock Bible Chapel
invites you  weeklyto our

Free! No offering taken.

www.tavistockbc.org/drivein

Music:
The Shatford 6

THIS WEEK...

Sun., July 3
7-8 p.m.

(1/4 mile west of Shakespeare on Hwy 7/8)

Shakespeare
Truck Center

in
the

parking
lot

Sunday Drive-In
Gospel Meetings

Andrew
Cockburn

Speaker:

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Who was the first Canadian 
born Governor General? 

2)What name was given to the 
movement to bring American 
slaves to freedom in Canada? 

3)Who was the first female to 
lead a national political party in 
Canada?

4) How many time zones are 
there in Canada?? 

5)After leaving “The Guess 
Who”, this singer’s first album 

included “Stand Tall” and “I’m 
Scared’? 

6)Which province was the first 
to allow women to vote? 

7)What did Sanford Fleming 
design in 1851? 

8)Who was the first Canadian 
astronaut to enter space? 

9)The Tragically Hip, originated 
in what city? 

10)What bird is found on the 
Canadian fifty dollar bill?

Answers found on page 26

Happy birthday today, June 30, to Lauryn Baechler 
(19) and Rose Danen.

July 1: Happy birthday to Brayden Nanasi (7), Gar-
rett Yantzi (8), Darcy Zehr (12), Macauley Seip (18) 
and Ray Oesch.

July 2: Happy birthday to Mary Kropf, and anniver-
saries for Jerry and Tara Murray (17th), and Drew 
and Steph Hallman (17th).

July 3: Happy birthday to Hailey Lupton (14) and 
Belle Houle (17), and anniversaries for Steve and 
Erin Junker (12th), and Bob and Marilyn Zehr.

July 4: Happy birthday to Weston Richmond (5) and 
Larissa Brenneman (20), and anniversary for Ryan 
and Marcia de Gouw (13th).

July 5: Happy birthday to Simon VanRooyen (19), 
and anniversaries for Bob and Rosalyn Sim (53rd), 
Chad and Jodi Ziegler (25th), Dan and Haley Roth 
(14th), and Greg and Staci Leis (8th).

July 6: Happy birthday to Aubrey Shewchuk (14), 
Ava Mohr (16), and anniversaries for Keith and 
Ruth Wagler (54th), Jeff and Chris Schultz (31st), 
Paul and Marilynn VandenBorre (26th), and Justin 
and Jennifer Yantzi (9th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day 
coming up?  Let us know at tavistockgazette@rog-
ers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our 
Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange 
for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

Call for details 519-284-3199
2877 Rd. 119, (Hwy #7) St. Marys
“Locally grown tastes better”

STRAWBERRIES
NOW AVAILABLE
Open Monday to Saturday 8 AM -  8 PM
Sunday 8 AM - 12 noon
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By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column I’d 
like to share with you some of my find-
ings.

June 20-27, 2007 (15 years ago)

The Tavistock Farm Equipment team 
participating in the 8th Annual Cana-
dian Cancer Society Relay for Life in 
Woodstock placed second for fundrais-
ing in this year’s event out of 111 teams 
with a total of $6,046 raised. The team 
consisted of Phyllis Wilhelm, Patrice 
Pletsch, Dana Weicker, Marg Pletsch, 
Sherry Pletsch, Maryanne Wettlaufer, 
Myrta Dietrich, Marcia Bender, Natalie 
Hazeleger, Lindsay Pletsch-Parr, Bon-
nie Kropf, and Chris Schultz. 

Fifty years and a day after his father 
was installed as Tavistock Lodge’s Wor-
shipful Master, Phil Schaefer donned 
his father’s apron and took the oath of 
office on June 12, 2007. The late Walter 
Schaefer was installed on June 11, 1957 
to the office of A.F.&A.M. Tavistock Ma-

sonic Lodge #609 in the District of Wil-
son North. This is the Tavistock Lodge’s 
85th year.

It was a complete surprise to Martin 
Blinkman when he was presented with 
the 2007 Senior of the Year Award by 
East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Don McK-
ay at the Tavistock Men’s Club meeting 
held on Thursday, June 21, 2007. Mr. 
Blinkman was nominated for the award 
by Men’s Club past president Ron Wiff-
en.

June 24-July 1, 1992 (30 years ago)

Wray and Verna Roth were presented 
with a plaque by Shakespeare Commu-
nity Athletic Association (SCAA) pres-
ident Ron Louttit on Saturday evening 
“gratefully acknowledging” their “dedi-
cated service and support”.

Twenty-three Grade 8 students at Ta-
vistock Public School participated in 
graduation ceremonies on Tuesday 
evening, June 23rd beginning with a 
pot luck dinner, followed by the awards 
presentations and diplomas. Amanda 
Junker collected several awards over 

the course of the evening, including the 
Merit Award for the all around student 
who maintains academic standing as 
well as achievement in sports, music 
and volunteer work. Tara Berger was 
the first-ever recipient of the Citizen-
ship Award in recognition of overall 
excellence in participation, leadership 
and academic effort.

June 27, 1962 Edition (60 years ago)

A stranger walked into the office of 
Robert Rudy on Thursday morning and 
inquired if he was connected in any 
way with the Tavistock Fall Fair. Given 
an affirmative answer, the man, totally 
unknown to Mr. Rudy, explained that 
many, many years ago he got into the 
Tavistock Fair without paying, and it 
has bothered his conscience ever since. 
Mr. Rudy told the stranger that just tell-
ing about it was sufficient payment, but 
the man insisted on making some resti-
tution, and placed two $2.00 bills on the 
counter, and walked out with the com-
ment, “Thanks very much. I feel much 
better now.”  

The Old Gazettes

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 - Rev. Gail Fricker
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Join us online or in person at 9:45AM on Sunday 
mornings.
All health & safety protocols are followed.
JRSS is online at 11:15am. Please contact the 
church office for details.

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Lloyd Oakey, Interim 
Pastor / www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

By Gary West

It was Freedom 55 in Shakespeare last week, when the mixed league 
55+ Stratford Swans’ slow pitch players were at the Shakespeare 
Ball Park playing nine innings of ball, which they do in the summer 
months. 

Chatting with the players in the game going on, they all say they 
thoroughly enjoy coming to the village and they’ve been together 
for over 10 years. Team members come from Shakespeare, Stratford, 

St. Mary's, Woodstock, Dorchester and Ayr. They sharpen up their 
batting and fielding skills once a week in Shakespeare.

One of the organizers is manager Sandra McLellan, from St. Mary’s, 
who states they are part of the Ontario Senior Games Association 
(OSGA) and they do go in tournaments and their provincial tourna-
ment this year will be in Peterborough August 9 to August 11. She 
says they always come out to have a lot of fun Thursday mornings 
and they all feel keeping fit while having fun is their main objective. 

Slow pitch and Freedom 55 going hand 
in hand in Shakespeare

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

NEW HAMBURG
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By Gary West

With the annual Calgary Stampede just 
around the corner, we found a cowboy 
and cowgirl in North Easthope Township 
in Perth county, that could sometime in 
the future also be competing on the world 
stage. Cody, 23, and sister Ally McGonigle, 
22, put on a steer roping show for this 
writer last week that would make any 
cowboy cheer with excitement. According 
to their mother, Susan, they both start-
ed riding ponies at the age of 2 or 3 and 
started showing at local fairs and the 
Stratford and District Saddle Club in both 
the English and western divisions.

Cody got his start roping off a pony named 

Tina, but moved on to his home bred horse, 
Dusty Nevada Joe, as he got older. He got 
his start in roping at John Thomson’s farm 
on the outskirts of Stratford. He joined the 
high school rodeo team and made the fi-
nals that year in Wyoming, where he com-
peted against other high school kids from 
Canada, the USA, and Australia. Cody 
spent the summer at Sid Cooks’ Ranch in 
Nanton, Alberta, training horses and cat-
tle ranching with the horse trainer that 
was raised in North Easthope township in 
Perth county himself. 

McGonigle then won a full rodeo schol-
arship to Olds College in Alberta and he 
started competing in the Dodge Ram rodeo 

circuit and the International Professional 
Rodeo Association (IPRA) circuit. He 
made the finals in the Ram rodeo in 2017 
and he continues to compete in the IPRA 
circuit and at “jackpots.” 

In 2019, he and his sister built a rodeo 
Arena on their parents' farm and in 2020 
purchased longhorn cattle and some 
calves to hold roping practices. In 2021, 
the brother-sister pair purchased long-
horn x Corriente’ cattle for roping practice 
and stock contracting. They also started 
training their own young horses and now 
are taking in horses on contract to train 
for other horse enthusiasts. Cody has been 
called out by farmers in the area to rope 

cattle who might have escaped from their 
barn or feedlot to the bushes and hills of 
the township. He has become well known 
in the Perth County area for bringing most 
of those cattle back home again through 
his roping skills.

Cody will say that he couldn’t do it with-
out his sister Allys’ help, because he said 
she’s almost like a “horse whisperer” and 
gets along so well with their brood mares 
and the colts their mares are raising. The 
pair work on their skills of roping and 
riding every evening after work, and said 
it takes continuous practice just like any 
athlete would do, to continually improve 
their skill level.

Cattle roping has a home in Perth County

Cody McGonigle demonstrating the art of cattle roping at their farm in North Easthope township.  Siblings Ally and Cody McGonigle at their parents farm with their self-built rodeo arena. 
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Barbecue at Forest Glen 
Public School for new 
playground

Road closed between 
Shakespeare and 
Tavistock

Wilmot Lions Lioness worked with team leaders at Forest Glen Public School to provide a 
barbecue. Funds raised completed the amount needed to install the new playground. (Photo 
credit: Carolyn Massel)

Part of Road 107, between Shakespeare and Tavistock, was closed on Saturday morning, 
June 25, for a collision. The collision occurred near the intersection of Line 33 and Road 
107. The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and fire department attended. (Photo credit: Ve-
ronica Reiner)
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Advertorial

5584 Deborah Glaister Line, Wellesley:
1865-era Church Converted into a    

Spacious Family Home

MLS® Number: 40267320         $1,349,000
www.angelabaas.com

Own a piece of history - Formerly a Presbyterian church built in 1865 turned into 
a house in 1928. This unique 4 bed/2 bath home, with over 2,900 sq ft living 
space, blends period details with some modern luxuries. Historical touches 
throughout the home include the stained-glass door to the modern bath, beveled 
glass French doors to the parlour/games room, the exposed stone wall in the 
beautiful four season sunroom. There is a spacious country kitchen for family 
gatherings and main floor laundry. This beautiful property, just under an acre, 
features a stone patio, a rock garden overlooking a large spring fed pond with a 
bridge to an island, a parklike setting with several varieties of mature trees; fire 
pit for family fun nights. The driveway can accommodate parking for up to 6 cars; 
there is a vinyl sided hip roof barn with loft for storage. 5 mins to Wellesley, 10 
mins from Milverton, 20 mins to Waterloo or Stratford, close proximity to future 
new rec centre and walking trails.

By Jane Pinzho�er
The Zion Presbyterian Church was built in 1868 by two Scotsmen, brothers, 
who were stonemasons. The church closed in 1925; then, in 1928, a second 
floor was added, and it was converted into a four-bedroom, two-bathroom 
home with over 2, 900 square feet of living space.

“From the outside, you’d never know it was a church,” says Grant Heywood, 
who’s been the owner for almost 40 years. “The coloured fieldstone 
construction is built like a castle. It took seven years to build. All the windows, 
upstairs and down, are two feet thick with angled ledges large enough to sit 
on. It’s one of the original church features.”

Other historical elements have also been maintained and integrated 
throughout the home, such as the flagstone fireplace surround, the 
stained-glass door in the main-floor bathroom, the beveled glass French 
doors to the games/dining room, the barnboard wainscoting in the family 
room, and various exposed stone walls, including in the stunning, four-season 
sunroom with southern exposure. Grant designed the curved glass structure 
with skylights that incorporate fieldstone to tie in with the natural 
surroundings. 

Cooks will love the big country eat-in kitchen with baby blue cabinetry, an 
island breakfast bar, and newer stainless-steel appliances and fixtures. 
Upstairs, the unique landing o�ers a huge versatile open space, four 
bedrooms, and a spacious, modern family bathroom.

The home also o�ers other updated features throughout, including a steel roof 
on the house and barn and oil furnace/hot water boiler heater installed in 
2021, 200-amp service, vinyl windows, luxury vinyl plank flooring in main 
rooms and bedrooms, a main floor laundry room, the stonework was 
completely repointed in 2019, and 90% of all the lighting is LED.

5584 Deborah Glaister Line is a chance to own a piece of history in your own 
little corner of the world. “It’s a nature lover’s paradise,” says Grant. “We feed 
the birds and regularly see 15 to 16 di�erent species. There’s a complete 
ecosystem, with farmland across the road where lots of ducks and geese visit, 
and four or five places where they boil maple sugar close by.” The property 
has 15 species of mature trees, many planted by Grant and his wife, Jeanette, 
including several Black Spruce, once saplings brought back from a trip to P.E.I.

The private parklike corner property is just under an acre and features a tiered 
flagstone patio that incorporates pretty landscape rocks found in the area. 
Smaller rocks create a rock garden with perennial flowers overlooking a large, 

For more information about 5584 Deborah Glaister Line, Wellesley, contact Angela Baas, ABR, 
ASA, CNE, REMS, Sales Representative, Royal LePage Wolle Realty at 519-747-2040.

spring-fed pond set amid wild irises and August lilies. A bridge spans the 
pond, which is 12 feet deep at one end and 3 feet at the other. It’s home to 
turtles, and has an island with a black willow tree in the middle, plus an 
overflowing fountain in the pond for aeration. There’s also a stone firepit and 
an almost 800 square foot, vinyl-sided hip roof barn with a loft, once home to 
horses, now o�ering tons of storage space.

“At one time, I was going to turn it into a recording studio but never did,” says 
Grant, a drummer, guitarist, and singer who plays rock, blues, and country 
music.

“I recently played an outdoor BBQ concert for Wellesley Township where they 
announced that construction is beginning on a new Recreation Centre, which 
is less than a 5-minute drive from our place. It will incorporate a large arena, 
sports fields, tennis courts, youth and senior centres, walking trails, and 
possibly a pool sometime in the future,” says Grant.

Grant’s father, Earl Heywood was a well-known television, radio, and recording 
celebrity, throughout Canada and beyond. He was one of the first country 
music artists to be inducted into the Canadian Country Music Hall of Fame in 
1989. Grant has carved out his own recording, songwriting, and performing 
career like his dad throughout North America, with bands such as Major 
Hoople’s Boarding House and many others. “My dad was also a creative 
handyman. The cedar rail fence along the roadside, was the last thing my dad 
and I worked on together. There are still some cedar rails out back if anyone 
wants to extend the fence. Our property is definitely a 
utopia for star gazing on clear quiet nights. We had a 
vision to make this unique home and property our 
own, and now it’s available for someone else 
who will love it as much as we have.”

Wide-open spaces, a rural oasis of natural 
scenery, and the serenity that comes with 
living in a smaller community are all part of 
the package. 5584 Deborah Glaister Line, 
Wellesley o�ers the finest in country living, 
nestled in the northwest corner of the 
Region of Waterloo, it feels like a world 
away, despite being just 20 minutes to all 
the urban conveniences of Waterloo or 
Stratford.

By Nancy Birss

Several members of the New 
Dundee Women’s Institute 
(NDWI) gathered on June 21st to 
celebrate the 115th Anniversary 
of their branch. The NDWI be-
gan on June 19, 1907. A history of 
NDWI was recounted by Eleanor 
Berry, a member for more than 50 
years. We reminisced about the 
events of the past: teas, and hat 
and wedding shows that were or-
ganized by our Women’s Institute. 
Strawberry shortcake was en-
joyed by all.

While the COVID years have tak-
en their toll on many groups, a re-
vitalized smaller group is dedicat-
ed to carrying on the local branch 
with the WI motto ‘For Home and 
Country.’ We are part of a provin-
cial, national and international 
organization for women.

The Federated Women's Institutes 
of Ontario (FWIO) promotes in-
clusive and supportive social 
networking for community ac-
tion and personal growth. The 
organization offers educational 
programs and advocate for so-
cial, environmental and economic 
change. It is a not-for-profit char-
itable organization with interna-
tional affiliations.

The new leadership team of 
Eleanor Berry, Nancy Birss, Patty 
Clarke, and Judy Lewis was in-
stalled in April. Our May meeting 
saw a dedicated group collecting 
items for Ukrainian refugee fami-
lies in Waterloo Region and learn-
ing more from Stephanie Goertz, 
head of the local Grassroots or-
ganization in support of Ukraine 
refugees.

The July meeting will be High Tea 
and a tour of the ‘Toys Through 
Time’ exhibit at Castle Kilbride, 
and our August meeting will see 
us travel to St. George to the 
birthplace homestead and muse-
um of Women’s Institute founder, 
Adelaide Hoodless. The WI was 
founded in 1897 in Stoney Creek, 
Ontario.

A New Dundee Women’s Institute 
commemorative plaque unveil-
ing will took place at 10 a.m. June 
28th at the New Dundee Park 
Bandshell. All were welcome.

NDWI always welcomes visi-
tors and potential new mem-
bers at any of our meetings and 
events. Come and see what we’re 
all about. We are WI Women 
Inspiring Change. Please contact 
Nancy Birss at nbirss@uwaterloo.
ca or 519-696-2608.

COMMUNITY —

The women in the photo are, left to right: Ruth Cressman, Linda Stoltz, Joan Good, Pat Geiger, Eleanor Berry, 
Nancy Birss,  Judy Lewis, (back row) Trudy Huggins, Joanne Rush and Pauline Stirling.

New Dundee Women’s Institute Celebrates 115 years
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Crossing guards on last days of school this year
COMMUNITY —

With summer holidays beginning for students at area schools in Ontario, including Perth, Waterloo and Oxford counties, it’s time to thank those people who have worked so hard 
during the year to keep the kids in the area safe. From crossing guards to school bus drivers, the everyday public probably does take them for granted, even though we all know 
they do a great job, day in and day out. The following pictures show exactly that in the Tavistock area. (Photos by Gary West)

Lori Snider has been a crossing guard at the five corners of Tavistock for 20 years, and is 
into the second generation school students. She says she loves her duties to see kids to 
and from school safely at a very busy intersection in town.

School bus drivers are in high demand, as with Brian Walters, shown here on the last day 
of school pickup for Sprucedale Public School in Shakespeare. He enjoys the students on 
his bus and has watched them grow over the years. He says he will also be returning to his 
bus route in September.

Eileen Ohrling is a crossing guard, part time, and is seen here in front of the Tavistock Me-
morial Hall enjoying her important duties, as students come and go to the Tavistock public 
school.

Mary Ann Krantz is pictured on one of the last days of school near the Maples Retirement 
Home on William Street. After five years as a crossing guard, she says she still enjoys every 
student, as she keeps them safe at another very busy intersection going or coming from 
classes.

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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For milking cows and other chores taking care 
of dairy cattle on our farm outside of 

New Hamburg.
Available evening and alternate weekend shifts. 

No experience necessary, we will train you.
Pay based on experience.

Email: dbwclaynook@netflash.net 
or call 519-501-3933 for more information.

HELP WANTED
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

COMMUNITY —

By Lee Griffi

The last week of June means the end of 
school and the start of summer vacation 
for students and crossing guards alike. 
One of Tavistock’s most familiar crossing 
guard faces has a message for the kids she 
keeps safe each and every day. 

“From all the crossing guards in town, 
we would like to wish the students a safe 
and happy summer. To all the grade eight 
graduates, we would like to wish them the 
best as they embark on a new journey in 
September,” says Lea Wittig.

Lea was responsible for the closest cross-
ing to the school this year and her love for 
the children she takes care of is obvious 
along with how much she realizes the im-
portance of raising the youngest members 
of society.

“So many people wonder what we should 
be investing in today. The best way to 
spend our money and time is on our chil-
dren. Our future depends on it because it 
will only be as good as what we invest in 
them.” 

She greeted school kids, parents and even 
adults out for a walk with the same big 
smile and hello five days a week and was 
often on the receiving end of hugs, flow-
ers, and even the odd kiss from an excited 
pooch.

“All my kids I cross are so polite and lov-
able, they always say good morning, have 
a good day and always thank me,” she 
adds. We all hope to see you back at the 
intersection of Maria and Adam Streets in 
the fall.

Message from Tavistock 
Crossing Guard
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COMMUNITY —

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

ROCK YOUR PROJECT WITH 
RR SAND & GRAVEL AGGREGATES

Providing Sand & Gravel Aggregates
Fast, easy ordering | Pick up or delivery

VISIT US AT: WWW.RRSANDANDGRAVEL.COMTOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12                                                                               
BEAN ROAD, BRIGHT ON 

519-590-1029                     
NEW HAMBURG

TOWNSHIP ROAD 12 
BRIGHT, ON 

PERTH LINE 26, STRATFORD 
519-590-1029     

~  N O  J O B  T O O  B I G  O R  S M A L L  ~

S A N D  &  G R A V E L           
P R O D U C T S

T O P  S O I L

H O P P E R  A V A I L A B L E   
F O R  L A N E W A Y  G R A V E L

No Matter the project, we’ve got the aggregates for the 
task. From roads to landscaping to playground 

foundations, our products will help you get the job done

C O M M E R C I A L  |  I N D U S T R I A L  
A G R I C U L T U R A L  |  R E S I D E N T I A L

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Matthew Rae, Member of Provincial Par-
liament for Perth-Wellington, took the 
Oath of Allegiance in a ceremony on 
Thursday, June 23 at Queen’s Park.

“It is a great honour to be able to serve the 
constituents of Perth-Wellington in this 
historic place,” said Rae. “There has only 
been roughly 1,032 MPPs before this cur-
rent parliament, so only a small group of 
people have had the pleasure to serve in 
the Legislative Assembly of Ontario.”

Taking the Oath of Allegiance will mean 

Rae can take his seat in the Legislature 
once it is recalled. Premier Doug Ford has 
indicated he will recall the Legislature for 
a rare summer sitting.  

“I look forward to getting to work in the 
Legislature and bring the concerns of our 
rural communities to the attention of my 
colleagues,” said Rae.  

Section 128 of the Constitution Act, 1867 
requires that every Member of the Leg-
islative Assembly take the Oath of Al-
legiance before taking their seat in the 
Chamber. The Oath is administered by the 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 

Matthew Rae sworn in as 
MPP for Perth-Wellington

Pfenning’s farm gets MP 
visitors

Kitchener-Conestoga Member of Parliament Tim Louis and Parliamentary Secretary of Agri-
culture Francis Drouin visited Ward 4 Councillor Jenn Pfenning’s farm, Pfenning’s Farm in 
New Hamburg on Monday, June 27. They chatted about food sovereignty, farmland protection 
and challenges facing the organic sector. (Photo credit: Facebook/Pfenning’s Organic Farm)
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COMMUNITY —
Great blue heron nest in 
Petersburg

Flags lowered to half 
mast to mark National 
Day of Remembrance for 
Victims of Terrorism

A great blue heron nest was caught on camera by Darryl Gingerich off Highways 7 and 8 
by Petersburg. He then posted it to the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page on June 14. 
(Photo credit: Darryl Gingerich)

The Township of Wilmot lowered the flags are at half mast on Thursday, June 23 to mark 
National Day of Remembrance for Victims of Terrorism. This was done in memory of those 
who have lost their lives through all acts of terror around the world. That day also marked 
the tragic anniversary of Air India Flight 182, which killed 329 people in 1985. (Photo credit: 
Twitter/@WilmotTownship)
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By Gary West

It was smiles all the way around when 
the employees of South Easthope Mutual 
Insurance Company presented Stratford’s 
House of Blessing with a cheque for $700 
last week.

Dress-down Fridays happen every week 
for the staff at the Tavistock company, 
and those who participate pay to have the 
privilege to come to work in casual attire. 
The employees say they have been do-
nating to worthwhile charities since 2005. 
They started with the Canadian Cancer 
Society and have donated to many local 
charities and service clubs since then. To 
date, they have raised a total of $24,026.46, 
and this is the first year for donating to 
the Stratford House Of Blessing, but they 
have donated to the Salvation Army food 
bank in prior years. This year the employ-
ees felt with the rising cost of so many 

items, including groceries, they realized 
the local food bank would be a great place 
to support and help in these trying times.

Besides money coming in from dress-
down Fridays, staff also sponsored a craft 
and bake sale and raffled off plants for in-
terested parties to buy.    Executive direc-
tor of the food bank, Theresa McMurray, 
said her organization is very grateful to 
companies like South Easthope Mutual 
for thinking about them and the people 
that they serve in tough times. She said 
since COVID, there has been more need 
than ever before, and especially rough 
for families who need to access food and 
necessities just to survive. McMurray also 
said they have seen a spike over the last 
few months in the needy coming through 
their doors on Erie Street in Stratford, 
and says there are no boundaries when it 
comes to hunger.

COMMUNITY —

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Pet of the Week
DANNY

Our Pet of the Week is Danny. A 
year and a half ago Danny was a 
street dog in Cairo, Egypt. Now 

thanks to Lab Rescue Ontario he 
looks forward to the love of his 

Grandma's visits.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

By Gary West

Those agricultural enthusiasts and own-
ers of antique tractors, in the Perth and 
Waterloo Region surrounding areas, al-
ways enjoy getting together for breakfast 
or lunch at different eating places in the 
summer time. This allows them to meet 
other antique tractor owners at various 
restaurants in the area. 

Last week, it was time to head to Anna 
Mae’s bakery and restaurant in Milbank, 
and a large number with tractors drove all 
the way from Tavistock to the popular eat-
ing establishment. Pictured is Larry Ehnes 

from Tavistock, who is one that drove his 
Ferguson 35. The tractor was built in 1952, 
and before the company joined forces 
with Massey to become a Massey-Fergu-
son company.

Larry was proud to have purchased this 
tractor as the tractor clubs‘ donation to 
the Mennonite Relief Sale in New Ham-
burg a number of years ago and has been 
a member of the club ever since. The Jacob 
Street resident said he spent most of his 
life installing hydro poles for Harold Roth 
and is proud to have been married to his 
wife, Brenda, for the past 48 years.

South Easthope Mutual Company employees Kylee Pines and Jill Keller present a cheque 
to Theresa McMurray and Lisa Stanley in the foyer of the insurance company last week for 
much needed aid to Stratford’s House of Blessing.

Stratford’s House of Blessing 
receives donations from 
employees at one of 
Tavistock’s major employers

Tavistocks’s Larry Ehnes 
travelling with his Ferguson 
tractor to Millbank
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COMMUNITY —

By Nigel Gordijk

New Hamburg resident Sharon Graham’s 
creative hands have crafted a tribute to 
Terry Fox, painted on three rocks that 
will be displayed at the Wilmot Terry Fox 
Run’s booth during Canada Day in Wilmot 
celebrations.

The largest rock depicts the familiar sil-
houette of Fox running, while the other 
two show a red, Canadian maple leaf, and 
a white, Métis infinity symbol on a blue 
background, both of which represent his 
ancestry.

“I started painting rocks just a few months 

ago,” said Graham, adding that she learned 
the skill from social media.

The rock designs were created with acryl-
ic paints and paint pens, and then protect-
ed with a high-gloss spray acrylic sealer.

Graham said she first heard about Fox 
when he arrived in Mississauga, where 
she lived, in 1980.

“I remember being so impressed and 
teary-eyed when he passed through on 
his Marathon of Hope. I’m thrilled that his 
name, legacy, and mission to cure cancer is 
kept alive in Wilmot and across our great 
country.”

Terry Fox rocks: 
Wilmot’s Sharon Graham 
pays tribute to the 
Canadian and Métis icon

New Hamburg’s Sharon Graham holds her creative tribute to Terry Fox.

By Veronica Reiner

The Jamie Boyd U20 Memorial Tourna-
ment took place this past weekend at 
Queen’s Park in Tavistock.

The tournament was created in 2018 to 
celebrate the life of well-known and loved 
local softball player Jamie Boyd. There 
were six teams that participated including 
Wilmot, Tavistock, Shallow Lake, Napa-
nee, Rostock and Haldimand, from Friday, 
June 24 to Sunday, June 26. The Haldi-
mand team won first place. 

“It was awesome of everyone to think of 
him that much and put the tournament 
together in his memory, which has been 

great,” said Tracey Boyd, the wife of Jamie 
Boyd. 

There were opening ceremonies on Sat-
urday, June 25 at about 11 a.m., which 
involved those close to Jamie delivering 
short speeches. 

Jamie Boyd was active in the communi-
ty, formerly with the Shakespeare Fal-
cons. He was the 2010 Kevin Herlihy ISC 
Newcomer of the Year and was named to 
the ISC All-World team that year in Mid-
land. He was also named to several ISC 
All-Tournament teams with the Tavistock 
Merchants and Bridgeport Braves. He also 
coached his son in the Tavistock Athletics 
minor ball program. 

Jamie Boyd U20 
Memorial Tournament

With this number of machines in a field, you might think this is a picture of western Canada. 
However, this photo was snapped near Topping in the former Mornington township of Perth 
East last week. The old adage of making hay when the sun shines sure does apply here, 
where three tractors are navigating six side rakes. Later on that day, the field had been baled 
and stored in sheds. (Photo credit: Gary West)

Making hay while the sun shines
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Cover crop funding has been avail-
able to farmers in the counties of 
Waterloo, Wellington, Brant, Dufferin 
and Haldimand for many years through 
municipally funded Rural Water Quality 
Programs (RWQP). The program, admin-
istered by the Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA), has provided over 400 
producers with financial incentives to in-
troduce cover crops on more than 30,000 
acres in the Grand River watershed.

Farmers in other parts of the Grand River 
watershed can now also benefit from cov-
er crop incentives through new funding 
from the Nature Smart Climate Solutions 
Fund, an Environment and Climate 
Change Canada program in partnership 
with Conservation Ontario.

Cover crops can help reduce erosion and 
hold nutrients on the landscape, prevent-
ing runoff into local waterways. They can 
also improve soil health, reduce green-
house gas (GHG) emissions and increase 
carbon sequestration.

Cover crops grown over winter are the 

right thing to do, according to some local 
producers who participated in GRCA in-
centive programs.

“This program provided the incentive for 
our farm to begin experimenting with 
cover crop implementation, with minimal 
investment,” said Nathan Stirk, a Dufferin 
County cash crop and beef producer.

“I had a conceptual understanding of the 
long-term soil health benefits of cover 
crops, however, I struggled to see how the 
investment would translate into a finan-
cial return in our cropping system. Moving 
forward, our farm will continue to incor-
porate cover crops and experiment with 
new strategies. I am now convinced that 
there is potential for financial returns,” he 
explained.

Applications for cover crop funding can 
be submitted now for payment in spring 
2023. To apply or to receive a complete list 
of other grants and incentives available 
through the RWQP, please visit www.gran-
driver.ca/ruralwater or contact the GRCA 
at 519-621-2761.

Funding for cover crops 
available throughout the 
Grand River watershed
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TRAVEL —

In this space, I write, every week, 
about places I have been and 
people I have met. Which led 
me to ask the question – where 
would some of the most interest-
ing people I have met like to go 
on their ideal vacation?

So I contacted some of these in-
teresting folk I have met in a life-
time of journalism, travel writing, 
and blatant curiosity – and asked 
them. Their responses were gen-
erous and articulate.

This week, we hear from Andrew 
Bennett, Executive Director, 
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony; 
Ann Liguori, Host, “Talking Golf,” 
WFAN-NY and President, Ann 
Liguori Productions & The Ann 
Liguori Foundation; and Terry 
Fallis, two-time winner of the 
Stephen Leacock Medal for Hu-
mour.

Andrew Bennett: I am lucky to 
have travelled to several less 
visited countries, including Kyr-
gyzstan, East Timor, Paraguay, 
Malawi, even North Korea. But 
whenever I think of the place to 
which I’d happily return, it has 
to be Madagascar. In a week’s 
travelling, I barely scratched the 
surface of this exotic, compelling, 
and – to apply an overused term 

– unique country. I explored the 
capital, Antananarivo, trekked 
through the jungle to spend spe-
cial time observing indri, the 
largest of the lemurs, and relaxed 
on the coast of the Indian ocean, 
at least when I got there after a 
challenging journey on a truck 
that needed to hide its passen-
gers at any checkpoint and which 
kept breaking down.

Madagascar is wholly different 
from any other place on earth. 
One of the world’s largest is-
lands, its flora and fauna have 
evolved separately, creating an 
exceptionally fascinating envi-
ronment. The Malagasy people 
are also unlike others, with a 
complex political history yield-
ing sometimes perplexing insta-
bility. Even for someone who has 
travelled widely, trying to make 
sense of this fascinating country 
makes for a prolonged but ulti-
mately rewarding experience.

I suspect that high end tourism is 
now possible in Madagascar, but 
an appreciation of its ‘otherness’ 
surely is best achieved through 
independent travel, helped by 
a smattering of widely-spoken 
French. There are not so many 
tourist ‘sights,’ for indeed the 
whole country, its landscapes, 
traditions and natural history 
are collectively a destination for 
any intrepid traveller. Some will 
hate the disorganization and 
lack of home comforts in most 
parts of the country, while oth-
ers will cherish the privilege of 
visiting somewhere so magical. 
Madagascar is weird, beautiful, 
haunted by pervasive poverty 
and misgovernment, sometimes 
challenging to navigate, but ulti-
mately compelling.

Ann Liguori: My favorite golf 
destination is Ireland and North-
ern Ireland. I’ve been visiting 

the Emerald Isle for years, host-
ing and producing my “Sports 
Innerview” radio and TV shows 
there, so I’ve been fortunate to 
play and study many of their 
finest links and parkland cours-
es and interview the personali-
ties associated with each course. 
Just when you think you’ve dis-
covered the most scenic layout, 
there’s another gem nearby! The 
Irish people are so welcoming 
and hospitable. My favorite golf 
trips are there. I’m an honor-
ary member at both Ardglass in 
the North and Doonbeg in the 
Southwest. Playing the tremen-
dous variety of courses, there is 
a dream vacation. After golf, the 
pub scene, singing and dancing 
with the Irish, is a big part of the 
fun. No other place compares 
to the many scenic, challenging 
courses, lovely Irish people and 
the good craic!

Terry Fallis: I love Paris. If we 
ever figure out time travel – and 
I’m really hoping we do – the 
first place I’d visit would be Par-
is in the 1920s to stalk Heming-
way and Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, 
Morley Callaghan, Gertrude 
Stein and the other luminaries 
of the Lost Generation. My wife 
and I visit there every two years 
or so and spend a week living 
in the heart of the Latin Quar-
ter. Regrettably, we have not yet 
cracked the time travelling code. 
But that’s okay, because, in many 
ways, Paris is already a time ma-
chine. The city’s very layout, its 
architecture, its history all seem 
to resist change and progress. 
Paris hobbles most attempts 
at modernization. I’m grateful 
for that, though perhaps not all 
would agree. Having now spent 
many hours, over multiple visits, 
strolling the city’s streets, I can 
understand why dragging Par-

is into the twenty-first century 
is so difficult. It’s nearly impos-
sible to build a large restaurant 
or a big box store anywhere in 
the Latin Quarter. You simply 
can’t find a single property large 
enough. Instead, you’d have to 
negotiate with the owners of 
six or seven smaller contiguous 
properties to give you the space 
you’d need. And, of course, find-
ing six or seven individual own-
ers who all were willing to sell at 
the same moment would likely 
never happen. This keeps Paris 
from changing. It hasn’t physi-
cally evolved or modernized as 
many newer centres have. Large 
portions of the city, particularly 
on the Left Bank, have changed 
very little in a century or more. 
Most of the popular cafés from 
the 1920s are still operating just 
as they were in Hemingway’s 
day, like Café de la Rotonde, Le 

Select, La Closerie des Lilas, and 
La Coupole, all fixtures on Bou-
levard du Montparnasse. Or Les 
Deux Magots, Brasserie Lipp, 
and Café de Flore on Boulevard 
Saint-Germain. They are all just 
about the same as they were a 
century ago. If I were to take off 
my glasses, the Latin Quarter 
through my somewhat blurred 
vision would look remarkably 
like it did 100 years ago. Only the 
cars parked outside the cafés and 
the customers’ fashions inside 
betray the year. Until we finally 
do perfect time travel, and I can 
visit Paris in the 1920s, I’ll con-
tent myself with visiting Paris in 
the 2020s.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Through the eyes of adventurers

By Paul Knowles

Stephen Leacock award winner, Terry Fallis, who would most love time travel 
to Paris. (Photo by Tim Fallis)

A beautiful but utterly empty beach in the unique nation of Madagascar, Andrew Bennett's favourite destination (Photo by 
Andrew Bennett).

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel consultant 
to join our New Hamburg team. 

This is a part time with potential to full time position.

If you are TICO certified, have a minimum of 2 to 
3 years prior agency experience in planning and 
booking worldwide travel, excellent communication 
and organizational skills, exceptional customer service 
skills, ability to work under pressure, problem solve and 
multitask we want to hear from you!

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JULY 2022
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Shady Street sign

The latest gag sign on Shady Street in New Hamburg is a quote credited to animated dog 
Scooby Doo. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

July 1st

Canada Day in Wilmot

A children-friendly, family-fo-
cused, not-for-profit single 
day festival organized by a 
volunteer association of com-
munity members. Takes place 
at Norm S. Hill Park, various 
events taking place starting 
from 6 a.m. to 9:50 p.m.

July 1st

Canada Day at the Heidelberg

The Olde Heidelberg Restau-
rant, with holiday hours from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Live music 
on the patio with Rob With-
erspoon from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Annual fireworks display in 
the field behind the restau-
rant shortly after dusk.

July 1st

Canada Day at the Legion

At 65 Boullee Street in New 
Hamburg starting at 12 p.m. 
Grilled chicken or pulled pork 
on a bun, fries and coleslaw 
combo for $10. At 1 p.m., co-
lour party and the New Ham-
burg band.

July 1st

Embro Highland Games

Back after a two year hiatus. 
A celebration of Scottish her-
itage and tradition with danc-
ing and music by the Métis, 
competitive Highland danc-
ing, massed pipe bands, pip-
ing competitions, and heavy 
events. Takes place at 355644 
35th Line, Embro.

July 4th

Wellesley Community Centre 
at 1,000 Catherine Street in 

Wellesley. Booking times are 
available at www.blood.ca 
from 2 p.m. until about 8 p.m.

July 5th

Wellesley Council

Virtual meeting starting at 
6:45 p.m. Visit www.wellesley.
ca for more details. 

July 6th

East-Zorra Tavistock Council

In-person meeting at 695566 
17th Line in Innerkip starting 
at 9 a.m. Visit www.ezt.ca for 
more details.

July 7th

Concert at Castle Kilbride

Takes place every Thursday 
evening until August 11. From 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Bring your 
lawn chair and love of live 
music. Admission is by dona-

tion and concerts are weather 
permitting. Shananigans will 
play and are east coast/celtic 
rock.

July 18th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Virtual meeting starting at 
6:45 p.m. Visit www.wilmot.ca 
for more details.

July 18th

Blood Drive Event

Steinmann Mennonite Church 
at 1316 Snyder’s Road West in 
New Hamburg. Booking times 
are available at www.blood.ca 
from 2 p.m. until about 8 p.m.

July 26th

Tavistock Car Show and 
Cruise

Takes place at Tavistock Men-
nonite Church at 4 p.m. Will 

be a hybrid event, starting 
with a standard show and 
ending the night with a cruise 
for those who are interest-
ed. Entry is by donation - all 
proceeds go to Tavistock As-
sistance Program. Food will 
be provided by the Tavistock 
Mennonite Church and wash-
rooms are available.

September 15 to September 
18

New Hamburg Fall Fair

251 Jacob Street in New Ham-
burg. Event will feature home 
craft entry drop off, midway 
opening, heavy horse pull, 
opening ceremonies, ambas-
sador program, tractor pull, 
and more. For more informa-
tion visit www.newhamburg-
fallfair.ca.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Vincent Massey 
2)The Underground Railroad 
3)Audrey McLaughlin 
4)6
5)Burton Cummings 
6)Manitoba
7) Canada’s first postage 
stamp 
8)Marc Garneau 
9)Kingston 
10)The Snowy Owl

For Sale:
Equity Marketing. 2005 Lexus RX330 SUV
Certified. Clean $7,900 - 519-663-2266

Wanted to buy:
Old clocks, Old Wristwatch’s, Gas an oil adver-
tising, Local brewery items Kuntz and Huether 
Labatts Blue Top. Any small collectibles Radios, 
toys, post cards, fruit jars.
Please call 519-570-6920.
Help Wanted
Stratford/Amulree dairy farmer wishing to hire 
for milking and other daily chores.
Call 519 588 8624

SUMMER KARATE DAY CAMPS!
SCHWEITZER’S MARTIAL ARTS
Karate Drills & Skills Camp: JULY 6
Self-defense & Sparring Camp: AUG. 4
BEGINNERS WELCOME! AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
Full day camp only $59.99+HST each
Half day camp only $49.99+HST each
Includes a pizza lunch
Call 519-580-1418 or email
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
Visit www.schweitzersmartialarts.com for more info.

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Deadline for all upcoming 

advertisements is MONDAY AT 10AM 

of the week the ad is to be run! 

Phone: 519-655-2341 or  

Email: tavistockgazette@rogers.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Deb Wagler
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

 Providing Custom Foot Orthotics
Education | Assessment | Modification | Appt: 519.272.1023

457 Huron St., Stratford, 
located within Physiotherapy Alliance

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

New Single 
Family Homes

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS WITH 
YOUR CUSTOMIZED PRINTING NEEDS

CONTACT US AT:
tavistockgazette@rogers.com

519-655-2341

• Return Address Envelopes
• Brochures
• Letterheads
• Business Cards
• Custom Work Order Templates
• Gift Certifi cates
• Invoices
• Posters
• Rack Cards

• Stamps
• Magnets
• Presentation Folders
• Custom Paper Bags
• Yard Signs
• Custom Decals
• Promotional Products
• Invitations
• Office Supplies

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

Happy
Canada

Day!
 


