
By Lee Griffi

Natasha Salonen is concerned over a 
number of reports of Voter Identification 
cards being sent out in Wilmot Township 
to people who either aren’t eligible or 
simply can’t vote.

“Wilmot township residents have been 
reporting to me a number of voter ID 
cards with online/phone voting PINs 
being mailed to ineligible citizens. This 
includes people receiving for their chil-
dren who, in some cases, moved out of 
Wilmot over 15 years ago and some 

reported cards for people who passed 
over five years ago. I have been inundat-
ed with calls, emails, and texts.” Salonen 
is asking anyone who has received a 
voter ID card for a non-eligible individ-
ual to please report to the township to 
preserve the integrity of the election. 
“Please let me know if you have any ad-
ditional questions.”  

The mayoral hopeful says her motiva-
tion behind going public is simply to en-
sure the local election keeps its truthful-
ness. “I just want people to know what to 
do with it when it happens and if we get 

that information out now versus people 
retroactively not pleased with the results 
of the election. I don’t want to hear oh, I 
know someone who got a deceased fam-
ily member’s ballot. I’m just trying to get 
in front of it.” She adds all she wants is 
for people to be honest and do the right 
thing. “Come together as a community to 
preserve the integrity of the election. We 
received my brothers in the mail, and he 
hasn’t lived here for over a year, so I took 
his card to the township today to have it 
destroyed.”  

By Veronica Reiner

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) has charged Viola Erb’s grandson 
with second-degree murder in connection 
with her death.

Erb, the co-founder of major Wilmot-based 
trucking company Erb Transport, was found 
dead inside her home in Baden on Saturday 
afternoon, September 24. The death was ini-
tially deemed suspicious, then later deter-
mined by police to be a homicide.

On Thursday, September 29, the WRPS said 
they had arrested and charged 39-year-old 
Erick Buhr of Wilmot Township with second 
degree murder.

An Erb Group of Companies article about 
the company’s history identified Buhr as 
Erb’s grandson and confirmed he was a for-
mer employee of the company.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with the Erb 
family, and we are allowing them this time to 
grieve the loss of their loved one,” wrote the 
company in a release.

According to her obituary, she was born in 
Alberta to a family of all girls, including her 
twin sister Violet. She came to Kitchener to 
study at the Ontario Mennonite Bible School 
and Institute. It was there that she met her 
future husband, Vernon.

The two founded the Erb Group of Compa-
nies together. Viola worked as the dispatch-
er, bookkeeper and payroll while Vernon 
was out on the road.

Viola coined the slogan Another Cool Move 
in the mid 1990s, which has been featured 
on the side of company trucks. After retire-
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The voting period for this year’s municipal election in Wilmot Township will open tomorrow on October 14.
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ment, she enjoyed quilting, knitting and 
gardening. Sewing machines and ironing 
boards were “permanent fixtures in the 
family room,” reads the obituary.

Wilmot Mayor Les Armstrong said the 
township was deeply saddened by the 
news of Viola’s passing.

“Viola leaves behind a legacy of gener-
osity, kindness, humility and community 

service,” said Armstrong. “She will forever 
be remembered as a community builder. 
The loss of Viola will be felt across the 
township, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with the entire Erb family.”

Her funeral service took place at Stein-
mann Mennonite Church on Monday, Oc-
tober 3. The service was livestreamed for 
those unable to attend.

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

The Bling Out Your Bras fashion show in St. Agatha was MCed by Kenadie St. James, shown at 
centre with models Mike Hallman and James Aoki. Both Hallman and Aoki took part after losing 
loved ones to cancer. (Photo credit: Nigel Gordijk) 

Wilmot man faces second-degree murder charge in 
connection with Viola Erb’s death

Erick Buhr. Viola Erb.

Bling Out Your Bras fashion show raises almost $1,000 
for cancer research
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

10 brave male models strutted the red 
carpet at Bling Out Your Bras in St. Ag-
atha on Friday evening for the Wilmot 
Terry Fox Run’s final fundraiser of the 
2022 campaign. The bras were all de-
signed by women in the community in 
tribute to loved ones who were lost to 
cancer.  

The fun fashion show at St. Agatha 
Community Centre was organized by 
Angie Hallman and MCed by Kenadie 
St. James.  

$985 was raised by participants who 
collected pledges, as well as donations 
that were collected from audience 
members at the door.

Mike Hallman felt compelled to mod-
el in the show after the recent, sudden 
loss of Barb Fierling to an aggressive 
form of breast cancer. He described 
Barb and her husband Rich as being 
like second parents to him. “I spent 
almost as much time at their place as 

mine when I was a kid.”

One cup of Hallman’s bra was covered 
in jewellery that Barb had made, and 
the other bore various flower crafts 
that she’d given to her daughters 
Wende and Carli, who designed the 
tribute. Lowering a flap on the bra re-
vealed Barb’s initials and her dates of 
birth and death.

James Aoki took part to honour his own 
parents. “Dad died of colon cancer, and 
Mom from brain cancer,” he said. Both 
were 75 years old when they passed. 
The bra he modeled was designed by 
Angie Hallman and her daughter Gab-
by, and the turkeys on each cup had a 
double meaning. Aoki, who owns New 
Hamburg Lanes bowling alley, said that 
three strikes are called a “turkey,” plus 
the fashion show was taking place at 
the start of Thanksgiving weekend.  

He added, “It was fun to support a great 
charity to fund research to end a horri-
ble and deadly disease that doesn’t dis-
criminate between age or gender.”
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Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Animals lost in Perth East fire

Animals were lost in a structure fire on Wellington Road 
86 in Perth East Township. It was reported that a barn 
containing some horses, dogs and puppies was fully en-
gulfed on October 5, at about 12:25 a.m. 

The Drayton Fire Department, Linwood Fire Depart-
ment, Mapleton Fire Department-Moorefield, Milverton 
Fire Department and Sebringville Fire also responded.

Wellington Road 86 remained closed for fire operations 
through the night, but has since reopened. Three hors-
es, two dogs and 11 puppies are reported to have been 
lost in the blaze. The fire has been deemed non-suspi-
cious. The damage is estimated at about $500,000.

Domestic disturbance in Perth East

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has 
charged Huron-Kinloss man after a domestic distur-
bance in Perth East.

On October 2, just after 3 a.m., officers responded to a 

domestic disturbance at an address in Perth East Town-
ship. It was determined that the accused attended the 
victim’s residence and was asked to leave. The accused 
broke a window of a side door and assaulted the victim. 
No injuries were reported.

As a result, a 46-year-old male resident of Huron-Kin-
loss Township has been arrested and was charged with: 
Unlawfully in Dwelling House, Mischief - Domestic, As-
sault - Spousal, and Criminal Harrassment - threaten-
ing conduct.

The man was held in custody pending a bail hearing.

Victims of sexual assault/domestic violence are not 
alone. If you, or someone you know, is in need of sup-
port, there are local resources to help. One organization 
available is Victim Services Bruce Grey Perth at 1-866-
376-9852.

Those in immediate crisis should call 911.

Theft in Wilmot

A young man is facing multiple charges after being 
spotted entering vehicles in Wilmot Township.

The WRPS responded on September 22 to reports of a 

man seen entering vehicles in the area of Bleams Road 
in Wilmot Township. Through investigation, police de-
termined that a man had entered the vehicles before 
fleeing the area on a black motorcycle. Police located 
the rider of the motorcycle and conducted further in-
vestigation.

As a result, the youth was arrested. He was charged with 
Theft Under $5,000 - Attempt, and Possession of Stolen 
Property Under $5,000, Drive Motor Vehicle Improper 
Licence and Use Plate Not Authorized for Vehicle.

Break and Enter in Wilmot

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) are in-
vestigating after report of a break and enter at a resi-
dence on Country Creek Drive in Wilmot Township.

The WRPS received the report on September 20 at 
about 1 p.m. A garage was entered and a vehicle was 
stolen from the property sometime overnight. The sto-
len vehicle was a white Cadillac. There were no reported 
physical injuries.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477.

NEWS BRIEFS
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Municipal election lists across the prov-
ince are compiled and maintained by 
the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation, the same body responsible 
for setting property value for tax pur-
poses. While Salonen realizes no voter’s 
list is going to be perfect, the situation is 
nonetheless frustrating. “There are peo-
ple who move during voting periods, but 
when someone is saying they got a ballot 
for their spouse who passed away eight 
years ago. At what point do we say that’s 
not okay, get your act together. And that 
is not directed at the township but at 
MPAC.” As reported in a previous Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette, plans are in the works 
to have Elections Ontario take over the 
responsibility of municipal voter elec-
tion lists, which should make them more 
accurate.

Wilmot Township released a statement 
following the report from Salonen, and it 
includes the penalty someone could face 
for voting fraudulently. The Municipal 
Elections Act outlines the offences and 
corrupt practices that apply to municipal 
elections in Ontario. Anyone found guilty 
of an election offence, including voting 
without being entitled to do so, or voting 

more times than the Act allows, may be 
subject to a maximum fine of $25,000, 
and imprisonment of up to six months. 
The Criminal Code of Canada states that 
tampering with mail, including a Voter 
Information Letter, is a criminal offence, 
and a person found guilty is liable to a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding ten 
years.  

“We can all be thankful for the opportu-
nity we have as Canadians to participate 
in these municipal elections in a free and 
fair manner, while staff ensure that elec-
toral integrity is achieved,” commented 
the Municipal Clerk. To check if you are 
on the voter’s list, visit our website at wil-
mot.ca/election. If you have yet to receive 
your Voter Information Letter and are 
an eligible voter, please contact Wilmot 
Elections staff via email at elections@wil-
mot.ca or by calling 519-556-0135.

If residents have received a voter card 
with errors or requiring changes, they 
are encouraged to hold onto the card, and 
notify the township’s election staff via 
email at elections@wilmot.ca or by call-
ing 519-556-0135. Staff are here to assist 
with updating the voters’ list accordingly. 
“This year we have ensured the electorate 
have More Days and More Ways to cast 

their ballot, and as with any election year, 
there will be errors in the voter list,” says 
Arthur Flach, Municipal Clerk. “We have 
expanded our election staffing resourc-
es this year to assist residents with any 
election related issues, are committed to 
ensuring the integrity of this election,” he 
adds.

East Zorra-Tavistock Clerk Will Jaques 
says there are bound to be errors on voter 
lists, something he hopes will be improved 
upon going forward. “This does happen. 
Deceased is one potential, but also chil-
dren who have moved away, tenants who 
no longer reside at a particular address, 
properties who have recently changed 
ownership. For the most part, these letters 
are returned to us by Canada Post prior to 
arrival and for those that do arrive, res-
idents have returned these letters to us 
directly. Once the letter is returned to us, 
the PIN is disabled and can, therefore not 
be used. Moving forward, the goal is to 

ensure that these residents are removed 
from the Electors List and will not receive 
a letter in future elections.”

Wilmot Township is offering in-per-
son voting on two upcoming weekends 
– October 15 and 16, 22 and 23 at poll-
ing stations. Salonen feels in-person 
voting, along with internet and phone, is 
something all municipalities should be 
offering despite the fact many, such as 
Stratford and East Zorra-Tavistock, have 
eliminated polling stations. “That is very 
limiting. Out here, we have people who 
don’t have internet and even assuming 
they have a phone, yes, most people do, 
but that is still excluding people who may 
have some barrier. My dad, for example, 
he’s non-verbal from his disease, so he 
couldn’t call and do it over the phone, and 
he doesn’t have fine enough motor skills 
to even use a computer. I get opening it up 
to other options, but no in-person? That’s 
alarming.”    

Wilmot Mayoral Candidate Raises Red Flag Over 
Voter ID Cards
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OPINION —

Yes, politics really does need help, 
and we call on our electors to rise 
to the occasion and cast ballots 
in the coming Ontario Municipal 
Elections. Your help in maintaining 
a responsible, healthy and func-
tioning democracy needs your sup-
port and participation by voting. 
That also requires an intelligent 
choice after studying the experi-
ence, abilities and capabilities of 
each candidate.

More so than ever, the internet can 
be used (or misused) to support or 
muddy the image of candidates, so 
beware of that.

Throughout our coverage area, in-
cluding Perth, Oxford and Water-
loo Regions are a broad choice of 
persons offering themselves as a 
candidate for various positions in 
the municipal councils and school 
boards.

In some scattered instances, ac-
clamations were granted where 
enough candidates were nominat-
ed to serve with no opposition to 
cause an election. In others, con-
tests are taking place to choose our 
new municipal leaders for the com-
ing four years.

The recent Quebec provincial elec-
tion was of interest to me, in par-
ticular, to see what my analysis can 
give me. While that election has 
little obvious connection with our 
own pending municipal elections, 
there are factors to note. Premier 

Legault, who headed their prov-
ince for a term, was rewarded with 
a resounding victory which seemed 
to me to be a reward by the elec-
tors for what they perceived to be 
good leadership and good govern-
ment. That reinforces my view that 
a good performance rate continued 
support which should apply any-
where. The turnout was 66%, while 
in Ontario, it was only 43%.

Of local historical interest is that 
Wilmot Township, for the first time 
in 172 years, will be led by a wom-
an as Mayor. Both candidates for 
the position are female. In our his-
tory, before Regional Government, 
New Hamburg in the 1950’s elect-
ed a woman to serve on the local 
school board in the person of Mrs. 
(Connie) Rodney Klassen. Later in 
1959, Miss Erma Smith was elected 
to Council, the first woman to serve 
at that municipal level, serving 
for five one-year terms. Next was 
Mrs. Judith Row, elected to New 
Hamburg Council for 1971 & 1972. 

When Regional Government was 
instituted beginning in 1973, and 
New Hamburg was amalgamated 
with Wilmot township Mrs. Row 
was elected again, so she became 
the first woman to serve Wilmot 
as a Councillor. Two years later, for 
the 1975-76 term Mrs. Row con-
tested the Mayoralty, but lost to the 
incumbent.  

A significant victory for women 
was the Wilmot election in 2018 
when three women, Cheryl Gordi-
jk, Angie Hallman and Jenn Pfen-
ning, were elected to the five-mem-
ber Wilmot Council.

For this election, candidate for 
Mayor Jenn Pfenning is count-
ing on her experience in Wilmot 
Council and manager of an organic 
farm product business to meet the 
challenge of newcomer Natasha 
Salonen, active in various local ac-
tivities, but with no municipal ex-
perience.

Throughout my own time in mu-

nicipal government, there were 
many challenges, particular to the 
times then and not applicable now. 
In that light, I refer again to the in-
ternet used for good or other inter-
ests. We have seen much of that in 
our neighbours to the south of the 
49th. There the two main parties 
seem to be posting items for good 
purposes but also for worse with 
inaccurate or false statements. It 
might help their cause, but what 
about the people who just need 
good, positive government? They 
seem to become lost in the partisan 
scrapping.

Let me caution our readers to be 
careful in making our choices in 
the next election. My compliments 
to all who offer to be candidates, 
and I hope our readers will make 
the best choices to provide us with 
good government.

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of Wil-
mot, a former newspaper editor, and 
local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Politics needs Help  

By Ernie Ritz

Letter to the Editor:
I was shocked to learn of the dismissal of Tracy Loch, 
director and curator of Castle Kilbride. This was done 
under a restructuring endeavour that has transitioned 
the Castle to a newly formed “Community Services 
Department” (formerly Parks, Facilities, and Recre-
ation) under the directorship of Sandy Jackson. 

Ms. Loch served as curator for over twenty years with 
integrity, competence, enthusiasm, and vision. She 

is not simply a public servant; she is unmatched for 
the vastness of her specific understanding of Town-
ship history. With her dismissal, the community has 
lost access to a very rare accumulation of knowledge. 
While it must be said that Sherri Gropp and Taylor 
Hayes are tremendously qualified and accomplished, 
this was a three-person job, and Loch can not simply 
be replaced by “administration.”

I’m concerned by the absorption of our treasured Na-
tional Historic Site into Community Services. Castle 
Kilbride is not a venue or a park—it is a museum and, 
perhaps even more importantly, an archive of things 
unique, fragile, and irreplaceable. It requires sensitiv-
ity and care if it’s to endure.

Kristen Hahn,

New Hamburg

EXPERT ADVICE: My Personal Shopping Gig: Albert Part 2 

The last time I wrote, I talked about 
my first session as a personal shop-
per with Albert Heinle. I sat with 
Albert and his wife, Nadia, and 
reviewed select images from dif-
ferent online fashion platforms. 
While we discovered a lot of things 
in that session, we needed to drill 
down and actually get Albert out to 
a store and start playing around. 

Fast forward a couple of weeks 
from our first session, and the date 
and time was booked. I picked up 
Albert, and we set our course for 
Conestoga Mall. We made small 
talk including how my wife’s cam-
paign for Wilmot councillor in New 
Hamburg was going. We talked 
about how his company CoGuard 
was doing and the markets he was 

competing in. The whole time I was 
thinking in the back of my mind, 
is what would be the first thing 
we are going to do? I know that I 
am supposed to be the expert, and 
even though I was not on the clock, 
so to speak, I was nervous. I really 
didn’t know where to go and what 
we should do first. Just because I 
have a certain style, I needed to put 
that on the shelf and explore and 
guide Albert to find out what look 
was a.) comfortable for him so that 
it was sustainable, b.) different and 
perhaps sharper than what he was 
currently wearing.   

I thought, let’s keep it simple. Let’s 
find a nice pair of dark blue jeans, 
slim fit with no stitching. Just a dark 
blue ink. And let’s find an all-white 
low-rise sneaker. And how about 
either a crisp white crew cut T or 
a sharp well structured white polo. 
And maybe a blue sports jacket 
with a feint design… Sondergaard 
makes some nice ones. 

We got to the store, and my heart 
was pumping. Will I be exposed as 
a fraud? Was I going to waste his 
time? Oh my gosh, do I even know 
what I’m talking about? I showed 
Albert the sneaker, and it was not 
met with the interest I thought it 
would have. Strike one. While hold-
ing the white sneaker, we continued 

down the rack until we found some, 
what I would call, walking runners. 
You’ve seen them. High soles and, 
in this particular case that Albert 
focused on, one with wide blue and 
white bands crisscrossing on the 
top. He loved these. We grabbed the 
one off the shelf and headed over 
to the polo shirts to find a match. 

We grabbed a soft yellow, blue and 
white of the CHAPS table. I pre-
fer Tommy Hilfiger as they have a 
more structured wishbone build, 
but they have been woefully out of 
stock over the summer… however, 
we went over to their rack, and we 
found quite a few colours and siz-
es. So, we traipsed off with a hand-
ful of polos (some Hilfiger and a 
couple of CHAPS because Hilfiger 
didn’t have that particular colour) 
and a one-walking runner. On the 
way, a cool burgundy puffer jacket 
popped up out of the corner of my 
eye. I grabbed it; Albert tried it on 
and liked it, saying that he usual-
ly doesn’t wear things like that. We 
then weaved our way through the 
different brand “pods” to find that 
perfect pair of jeans.   

We first looked at Levis, but I am 
not a big fan of their rise (how 
they rest on your hips) and the 
material they use… more of a hard 
denim with little spandex added. 

Albert grabbed a pair in his size 
just so we could evaluate his size. 
I didn’t think this should be our 
first choice, so we headed over to 
the Guess pod and found what I 
was looking for: slim fit, solid blue, 
spandex added… but they did not 
have Albert’s size that he thought 
he was - 34 waist/32 inseam. So, 
we yanked the next size up in the 
waist. When I noticed that they 
didn’t have the size, he suggested I 
told him we would go with another 
one, and he had a look of horror on 
his face… thinking we were going 
to a 32/32 and not a 36/32 - speak-
ing of waists. Albert is like me; we 
kind of got a pot, or as Albert calls 
it, his Ab. Not Abs. Ab. Ditto for me. 
We got great Abs---together. So, I 
steered him toward a belt that had 
some stretch in it. Black Brown 
(HBC brand name) makes so great 
ones with great patterns. 

Anyhow, we got the other shoe and 
trundled off to the fitting rooms to 
see what we had. We tried the Le-
vis jeans with the polo and run-
ners. The jeans just did not look 
that great, with a huge amount of 
material piling up at the ankle. I 
call it a “heavy break” where the 
material bunches up at the bottom 
too much. I am a strong believer in 
trying hard to make the connection 
between pants/jeans and shoes to 

be as seamless as possible. So, we 
tried the slim-fit jeans and to me, 
that made a world of difference. 
Btw, the puffer jacket looked great 
with the shoes and white polo. 
While he was trying on different 
things, I ran out to the coat sec-
tion and found a great 3/4 length 
winter dress coat in dark blue. He 
tried that on as well. I thought that 
looked awesome. He thought the 
fitted jeans made him feel like a 
sausage. Changing your style push-
es your comfort limits. 

He bought the shoes, the puffer 
jacket, the white Hilfiger Polo and 
the stretchy belt and took it home. 
He wants Nadia to find the jeans 
he likes in the specs I suggest-
ed, so I will leave that with him. I 
sent all the photos I took of him to 
his phone. But I haven’t heard too 
much from him or Nadia. I am go-
ing to let them sit with it for a few 
days. It all takes some getting used 
to. In the meantime, I am going to 
find some things and take them to 
him now that I have a pretty good 
feel for some of his sizes. 

Another road trip is coming up. 
Stay tuned! 

“Style is just fashion filtered 
through your personality”

By Scott Dunstall
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COMMUNITY —

Bacon Scrapins are the little bits 
of meat left in the greasy fry pan. 
They’re tasty, but the nutrition needs 
searching for. This tale is a bacon 
scrapin.

Once upon a time, in a town far, far 
away, there lived a young woman 
who was loved dearly by her fam-
ily and held in high regard by all. 
For this young woman had risen 
from humble family beginnings 
to a point of respected integrity in 
her community.

Her early years had been hard-
scrabble. Her father was hard 
working but not highly paid, and 
her mother was scrupulously fru-
gal, working for meagre pay. The 
family had a small but well-main-
tained home and the young wom-
an had, as a growing child, helped 
with daily chores, participated with 
many friends in sports and theat-
rical activities both at school and 
in the community. She eventually 
held summer jobs as she worked 
her way successfully through col-
lege.

She had chosen her formal train-
ing well. She excelled in fashion 
design, art history, economics, 
and business development. An 
unusual, but astute choice on her 
part. For upon graduation, her ac-
ademic achievements, and superb 
portfolio, had attracted financial 
support from a local farmer with 
“some savings” to invest in a likely 
prospect. It was he who provided 
the start-up loans for her business 
on the main street of town, and he 
who named her store, “Lady’s.” He 
believed it described both the pro-
prietor, and her customers.

‘Lady’ now operated a successful 
woman’s clothing and shoe store. 
She sold items of her own design, 

those made by local artisans, but 
also commercial items of limited 
production. Shoppers knew that 
they would not see the same styles 
and colours on several others in 
town.

“Lady’s” only local competition was 
another young woman, of her same 
age, who operated an online fash-
ion catalogue business named af-
ter herself, “Willow’s Wardrobes”. 
She operated it from her house 
located in a deeply wooded area, 
across the bridge, and a few miles 
out-of-town. This young woman 
was often visible in town, involved 
in high-profile activities, thus at-
tracting attention to herself and 
her catalogue of items. She was 
thought of as one who “tried too 
hard” to be noticed?

One day, a young man arrived in 
town. He, alongside an estate agent, 
was seen peering through gaps in 
the paper covering the windows of 
the empty store next to the “Lady’s” 
fashion store. It was noticed, by a 
known gossip passer-by, that he 
was darkly tanned and had deep 
wrinkles at the corners of his eyes 
apparently from long days in high 
sun. The gossip noticed an impres-
sive badge, pinned to the gentle-
man’s collar, of a military battalion. 
The two entered the store and only 
after several hours did they exit – 
both with pleased expressions.

Shortly, a SOLD sign appeared 
outside the storefront, and all was 
a subsequent hustle and bustle as 
workers entered and exited the 
new enterprise. The young lady, 
who was of course curious about 
her neighbour’s store, was fre-
quently seen casually chatting, 
gesturing to focal points outside 
both storefronts, or enthusiastical-
ly examining items as they were 
delivered.

Town gossip was rampant! Who 
was he? Where did he come from? 
Why did their “Lady!” spend so 
much time with this ex-military 
man?

Over the following weeks, exuber-
ant friends of the military gentle-
man could be seen helping in the 
new store’s renovations. Overheard 
conversations confirmed that they 
were also recently returned veter-
ans from his same battalion. In al-
most no time, the renovations were 

complete and now both stores 
were open. On one side, a “Lady’s” 
apparel store, and snuggled next to 
it, a “Gentleman’s” apparel store.

Of great excitement was the an-
nouncement three months later 
that their “Lady” and the “Gentle-
man” were to be married. To the 
enthusiastic joy of the entire town, 
it was announced that the wedding 
would be held in a local church, 
and all townspeople were invit-
ed to attend! The groom and his 
groomsmen would wear their for-
mal military uniforms. All citizens 
would join together to celebrate a 
major event that November – “The 
Wedding”! They would be able to 
stand and sit at the direction of the 
pastor, place an offering gift at just 
the right time, join in singing the 
hymns, and repeating the incanta-
tions of the pastor.

Also invited, of course, was Willow, 
the young business competitor. 
She had let it be known that she 
worked harder than anyone else to 
achieve her success, and felt that 
locals should be more accepting, 
accommodating and respectful to 
her. She was pleased to be invit-
ed to the wedding ceremony, along 
with everyone in town, and recog-
nized an opportunity.

Willow had an acquaintance, who 
lived outside the community, but 
who she thought would add to the 
significance of the wedding cere-
mony. Willow asked the pastor if 
her friend could participate in the 
singing of the hymns and present-
ing of gifts at the offertory. She was 
told that, as a courtesy, he could at-
tend. She then asked if her guest 
could also sing a song of his own, 
and perform a small-steps dance to 
display some clothing items from 
her catalogue. The pastor said that 
she and he could not. But she and 
he could perform after the formal 
ceremony - during the informal 
community reception afterwards.

Willow was not satisfied with 
that. She wanted herself and her 
friend to be more widely recog-
nized, during the service, by every-
one there - including by the local 
scribe. So, she went to the bride’s 
humble father and asked if her 
friend could perform during the 
family’s formal wedding ceremony 
service. She was told the same as 
by the pastor. Not during, only af-

terwards.

She went to the head of the 
church’s organization, in the capi-
tol city, to get the church’s wedding 
ceremony protocols reinterpreted 
or changed. The chief administra-
tor of the church told her “No”. Her 
friend could perform ONLY IF the 
pastor and family approved.

She next went to the grey-whis-
kered Prime Minister, asking that 
authorization be granted for her 
friend to perform. The response 
was, “No! I, as well as the Gover-
nor-General and thus the enchant-
ed Queen, all decree that you must 
comply with all social standards of 
appropriate public behaviour and 
demonstrate respect for the proto-
cols of the church and the family 
members.”, stated in a definitive 
tone.

On the date and time of the wed-
ding, the family and the entire 
community had all gathered at 
the church. All were respectfully 
waiting for their turn to be called 
upon to participate in the formal 
wedding ceremony as appropri-
ately planned and directed by the 
pastor.

The wedding ceremony com-
menced as planned. Everyone par-
ticipated as conducted by the pas-
tor. They listened to the pastor’s 
introduction. They listened to an 
organ recital that, familiar to them 
all, was emotionally stirring, and 
they hummed along to themselves.

When special guests were invited 
to approach the offertory and place 
gifts, in sequence as previously ar-
ranged, Willow’s friend took his 
announced turn. He placed his gift 
along with the rest and returned to 
his place in the pews.

Much to the surprise and conster-
nation of the pastor and family, the 
guest’s friend soon moved forward 
again, and interrupted the service 
with a chanted song, drum beat-
ing and small-steps dance that 
allowed all to see his distinctive 
clothing. He had been instructed to 
perform by his friend, Willow, not 
knowing that she and he had been 
refused to the highest levels of au-
thority. He became the focal point 
of the entire service and distracted 
from the formal proceedings that 
were intended only to recognize 
and celebrate the wedding couple. 

He had, unwittingly, ‘been used’!

The minds of the pastor and wed-
ding family members were churn-
ing with disbelief. Why would 
someone, who had been given such 
special accommodations, ignore all 
protocol, social dignity, and direc-
tions from so many people and 
organizations and still go ahead to 
do such a selfish thing? The pastor 
did an emotional regroup, calmed 
himself, and proceeded with the 
rest of the formal wedding cere-
mony.

Apparently, few in the pews were 
any wiser. In fact, many attendees 
noticed that Willow had conduct-
ed interviews with the gathered 
scribes afterwards, highlighting 
his role – and her line of clothing.

The bride’s father, the pastor, and 
members of the church execu-
tive later met to discuss what had 
happened. The wedding had been 
‘crashed’ by an interloper! Be-
tween the date of the wedding cer-
emony and the church executive 
meeting, the executive had heard 
from some of the public congrega-
tion. Very few comments were sup-
portive that the pastor was open 
to changing the social norms of a 
wedding ceremony.

Almost all respondents were sur-
prised, disappointed, aghast, and 
disgusted, that the formal cere-
mony to recognize only the family 
was usurped by a myopic, special 
interest. ‘Their’ wedding ceremo-
ny - had been ‘stolen’ by a defiant, 
petulant competitor with a person-
al agenda!

The church Executive had a di-
lemma. “How can you be sensitive 
to various points of view and still 
maintain the respect and integrity 
of the church, its mandate, princi-
ples, beliefs and established social 
protocols? How do you deal with a 
stubbornly myopic individual who 
will not accept appropriate direc-
tion and a reasonable alternative?”

Once upon a time, in a town far, far 
away, they had so many options!

NOTE: Except for the first person 
singular, the characters and names 
in the Bacon Scrapins tales are fic-
tional.

You may send appropriate email 
comments to the writer at thisis-
wilmot@gmail.com.

BACON SCRAPINS: “The Wedding” – a fairy tale

By Barry S. Wolfe
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arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES
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Quality Inn 1144 Ontario Street, Stratford, ON

Contact: Show Bourse Chairman at 
(519) 271-3352) EMAIL: lswalker@cyg.net

BUY**SELL**VIEW**
APPRAISE COINS—PAPER MONEY

TOKENS—SUPPLIES

$3.00 admission (under 16 free)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022

9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

59TH ANNUAL59TH ANNUAL
STRATFORD STRATFORD 
COIN SHOWCOIN SHOW

By Lee Griffi

Lilliane Dunstall is ready to give the voters 
of Wilmot Township what they have been 
asking for, and she says that is change. She 
is running for one of the two positions in 
Ward 4. “Once I started knocking on doors, 
that same sentiment echoed repeatedly. 
You want a change on council, and I am 
here to deliver it.”

Dunstall and her husband Scott moved to 
New Hamburg in June of 2019. She was 
retiring from her job as Vice President of 
North American Business Operations for 
Tremco Inc. “I am Acadian and was born 
in the small town of St. Antoine, New 
Brunswick. We have four grown children, 
two boys and two girls, and currently have 
five grandchildren with more to come. 
After living for a total of 25 years in the 
Waterloo Region and with retirement on 
the horizon, we chose New Hamburg for 
the second chapter of our lives. I had al-
ways loved it here and had friends who 
went to Waterloo Oxford,” she says.  

Dunstall is currently the chair of the 
National Women in Roofing Canada 
Council, a non-profit, volunteer-based 
organization supporting women in 
Construction. “I also introduced the be-
tweenusgirls.ca program to the Principal 
at Waterloo Oxford. The program pro-
motes confidence and leadership skills, 
and the healthy development of young 
women, specifically in rural settings, and 
I am thrilled the program is being adopt-
ed for the 2022/23 school year.” She is also 
a member of the local Optimist Club and 
the New Hamburg Legion. “I am also giv-
ing back to the community in other ways. 
I am a member of the 100 Women Who 
Care Wilmot and am now sitting on the 

Executive of the New Hamburg Board of 
Trade.” She believes that thriving service 
clubs in any small community is just as 
critical as healthy businesses. “We’ve met 
so many wonderful people since joining 
the Optimists and Legion. And they have 
told us that they didn’t feel their voices 
were being heard. That’s when I decided 
to put my hat in the ring.”

Dunstall has spent her working career in 
business, and she believes that supporting 
local businesses is crucial to the surviv-
al of any countryside community. “In es-
sence, you are supporting your neighbor 
down the street, your high school friend, 
or a family member, who, in return, sup-
plies goods and services to our communi-
ty. To help our local businesses get more 
foot traffic, I co-created the Shop Local 
Wilmot Bingo game this past Christmas 
season. We contacted the New Hamburg 
Board of Trade as well as the Township to 
assist with the logistics and funding of the 
prize money. This was my first time get-
ting up close and personal with both enti-
ties, and boy, did they step up. With their 
help and the help of three local business-
es, it was a great success.” She adds there 
were 90 participating businesses and over 
740 in-person visits. The community em-
braced the game.  

I think thriving Service Clubs in any small 
community are just as critical as healthy 
businesses. We’ve met so many wonder-
ful people since joining the Optimists and 
Legion. And they have told us that they 
didn’t feel their voices were being heard. 
That’s when I decided to put my hat in the 
ring.

One of our biggest issues is ensuring we 
have a Sustainable Community. Not just 

environmentally but generationally. Many 
of the doors I knocked on had grown adult 
children still living at home. This is the 
first generation where young people must 
leave their communities and family sup-
port network to find affordable housing 
of their own. That’s not right, and I will 
do whatever I can at the Municipal level 
working with the Region to help.

Dunstall says that according to the 2021 
Census just over 40 per cent of New 
Hamburg residents are aged 55 and older, 
and they do not feel their voices or needs 
are being met. “Over the next few years, 
we need to work with the appropriate 

branches to ensure we address accessi-
bility and support for their growing need 
for physical, emotional, and cognitive sup-
port. With long-term housing being an is-
sue, we need to keep our ‘Second Halfers’ 
in their homes if possible.”  

She says the Township also needs to be 
what it is and not think like a big city. 
“Our rural townships are not Kitchener-
Waterloo, nor do we want to be. We need 
to forge a pathway to ensure that our 
voices are heard at the regional table and 
that we can impact decisions made for our 
communities. I believe working with the 
other rural communities within Waterloo 
Region is a strategy that will begin moving 
us in that direction.”

Her campaign slogan is ‘YOUR VOICE. 
YOUR CHOICE,’ and she says one of the 
ways to support that mantra is through 
communication. “I have created a newslet-
ter as part of my campaign and think this 
would be a great tool moving forward to 
keep my pulse on the Ward. I also believe 
town halls are a great way to encourage 
two-way dialogue with constituents.”  

Dunstall feels the current council has 
done an amazing job with trails and parks 
that many people enjoy. Allowing us to 
embrace our natural surroundings is not 
only good physically but mentally as well. 
She adds as vice president of business 
operations for a half a billion-dollar com-
pany; it was her job to work with depart-
ment heads to keep the company moving 
forward, effectively, and efficiently. “Being 
able to build relationships and problem 
solve are qualities I honed while in that 
position. Those qualities make me not 
only a strong choice but also the smart 
choice for Ward 4 vote.”

Dunstall says Change is Needed in Wilmot

Lillianne Dunstall is one of six candidates 
running for Ward Four in Wilmot Township. 
Two out of six will be elected.
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A candidate running for the position of 
Waterloo Region District School Board in 
the upcoming municipal election has died.

Mark Fraser, 45, was aiming to represent 
Wellesley and Woolwich townships. An 
online obituary stated he died suddenly 
due to a heart attack after playing hockey 
with his friends.

Fraser leaves behind his wife of 13 years, 
Lisa (nee Scott), and his three children, 
Holly, Lila and Jack. He is predeceased by 
one of his children, Stephen (2010).

“Mark sought out the adventure in every 
situation. He injected his confidence, loy-
alty and bravery into the souls of his three 
amazing children,” reads the obituary. “A 
true teacher of ‘life’, he taught us all how 
to live in the moment, work as a team and 
have faith that we are capable of figuring 
it out.”

He recently began volunteering with the 
Kitchener Minor Hockey Association and 
had a passion for youth hockey. Fraser 

also volunteered with Trinity Anglican 
Cemetery in Cambridge for 14 years.

“Mark had such a gift for making people 
feel special, loved and important,” reads 
the obituary. “His ability to bring people 
together will forever keep us connected.”

His funeral at Henry Walser Funeral 
Home in Cambridge took place on Friday, 
October 7. A GoFundMe has been created 
to help his family through the devastating 
loss and unknown challenges for the fu-
ture, including sports, post-secondary ed-
ucation, and more. It has raised more than 
$33,000.

The townships of Wellesley and Woolwich 
issued a news release to announce Fras-
er’s death, offering condolences and stat-
ing that the election will continue because 
there are still four candidates.

Fraser’s name will be removed from both 
Wellesley and Woolwich township’s inter-
net and telephone ballots. Woolwich will 
also remove his name from paper ballots, 
and signs will be posted at voting sites to 
let voters know he died.

WRDSB trustee candidate 
for Wellesley and Woolwich 
has died

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wellesley spent $5,062.56 
to replace a heater in the Wellesley Fire 
Station on Queen’s Bush Road.

Council agreed to the decision during a 
hybrid meeting on Tuesday, September 27. 
The funds were used from the fire station 
maintenance reserve.

Back in winter 2022, one of the large 
ceiling heaters in the truck bay of the 
Wellesley Fire Hall stopped working, ac-
cording to Fire Chief Paul Redman in his 
report. Noxious black smoke poured out 
when it was turned on.

The repair was completed immediately. 
Redman said that the station maintenance 
lines in their operating budget did not 

cover the entire cost of the replacement, 
and that there is a reserve set up for big-
ger maintenance projects.

“As our halls in Linwood and Wellesley 
age, we can expect more HVAC and struc-
tural issues,” wrote Redman. “This was an 
unforeseen repair and not included in the 
2022 budget.”

Two companies inspected the heater, 
and both reported back that it needed 
replacement. Staff accepted the lower of 
the two quotes, which was from Waterloo-
based company Reitzel Heating and Air 
Conditioning.

The fire station development reserve has 
a remaining balance of $118,388.58.

Wellesley replaces 
heater in fire station

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

60 Holley Avenue, Tavistock
Are you dreaming of a newer house, but do not want to go through the building process, then be 
sure to view through the open house, or call me or your own realtor to view. Built in 2020 by Apple 
Homes, this great family home offers approximately 2,690 square feet on living space, plus an 
unspoiled basement. Features of this great home include, an open concept, kitchen and living 
room area, with a slider to a deck and fully fenced rear yard, great for the children or your pets, 4 
bedrooms and 2 full baths on the upper level, finished family room, and so much more. This home 
is a must view from the inside, do not miss viewing this home any longer. 
MLS#40303566 $1,100,000

NEW LISTING - THE BEST LITTLE PORK SHOPPE (Business only for sale)
2146 Highway 7 & 8 East, Shakespeare
What a great opportunity to own this 35 year established business known as “The Best Little Pork 
Shoppe” located in the small town of Shakespeare, on a busy highway 7 and 8. Excellent exposure 
from the Stratford and Kitchener, Toronto traffic. Being sold turnkey, this established business 
offers old fashioned sausage, bacon, ribs, smoked pork chops, local chicken and beef products, 
unique farm animal collectibles, cheese, jams, baking, crafts and there is so much potential to add 
more items. The business offers approximately 2,100 square feet of space, plus plenty of parking. 
MLS#40331999 $134,900

OPEN HOUSE:
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16TH - 2:00-4:00 P.M.

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Mark Fraser with his three children.
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By Veronica Reiner

You may not have marked it off in your cal-
endar, but we are in the middle of National 
Fire Prevention Week, which is observed 
in Canada and the United States during 
the week (from Sunday to Saturday) when 
October 9 falls.

This year marks the 100th anniversary 
that the week has been observed in Canada 
and takes place from October 9 to October 
15. The campaign that the Ontario Fire 
Marshal and the National Fire Protection 
Association focused on this year is “Fire 
won’t wait. Plan your escape.”

“It’s important for everyone to plan and 
practice a home fire escape. Everyone 
needs to be prepared in advance, so that 
they know what to do when the smoke 
alarm sounds,” said Wilmot Fire Chief Rod 
Leeson.

“Given that every home is different, every 
home fire escape plan will also be unique. 
Have a plan for everyone in the home. 
Children, older adults, and people with 
disabilities may need assistance to wake 
up and get out. Make sure that someone 
will help them.”

The township provided the following fire 
safety tips:

Make sure your plan meets the needs of 
all your family members, including those 
with sensory or physical disabilities.

Smoke alarms are required on all levels of 
your home and must be working/not ex-
pired to give you and your family the time 
needed to escape a fire. Smoke alarms 
should be interconnected so that when 
one sounds, they all sound.

Carbon monoxide alarms are required 

outside of all sleeping areas, if your home 
has an attached garage, fireplace or any 
fuel burning appliances. They are also re-
quired to be working/not expired.

All alarms will expire, even hardwire ones. 
Check the date of manufacture on the back 
of the alarm, any older than ten years old 
should be replaced immediately.

Know at least two ways out of every room, 
if possible. Make sure all doors and win-
dows open easily.

Have an outside meeting place at a safe 
distance from your home where everyone 
should meet.

Practice your home fire drill at least twice 
a year with everyone in the household, 
including guests. Practice at least once 
during the day and at night.

Andrew Mechalko, Fire Prevention Officer 

at the Township of Wilmot, added that the 
township will publish social media posts 
related to the theme throughout National 
Fire Prevention Week. In addition, an 
Open House event will take place at the 
Baden Fire Station on 99 Foundry Street 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

“We plan on having some colouring pag-
es for the kids, lots of popcorn, and a loop 
of movies going on for education,” said 
Mechalko. “We’ll have some equipment 
and apparatus displays, and live demon-
strations of some of our fancy equipment. 
And, of course, we’ll be promoting fire 
safety messaging throughout the night.”

There will also be fun games for kids, such 
as target shooting with a fire hose. The 
event is open for everyone to come, and 
will also provide the opportunity for com-
munity members to meet local firefighters.

National Fire Prevention Week in Wilmot 

By Gary West

This is “Fire Prevention Week,” and Shake-
speare’s fire station chief Greg Anken-
man,n along with fire captain Barb Myers, 
were at the fire station in Shakespeare on 
the weekend preparing to promote this 
week’s activities for fire prevention week. 
The theme this year is “fire won’t wait so 
plan your escape.”

The two experienced firefighters stated 
that approximately 90% of fatalities in 
fires happens in residential settings. Ms. 
Myers, as the fire prevention program and 
public education officer for the depart-
ment in Shakespeare, stresses they are 
always educating children in nearby local 
schools pertaining to fires, and for stu-
dents to take home fire safety in order to 
educate their parents. 

This entails updating smoke alarms and 
carbon dioxide alarms yearly. Chief An-
kenmann states that smoke alarms only 
have a 10 year life span, so after 10 years 
they should be discarded and replaced. He 
said smoke alarms are a homeowners first 
line of defence, and says even smoke com-
ing from something burning on a stove 
will easily set off a working smoke alarm.

Captain Myers is emphatic, when she says 
the department’s education program en-
courages fire drills in schools to take place 
anout four times a year, and she said they 
visit local schools and start educating at 
the Grade 3 level about fire prevention. 
Area families are being encouraged to al-
ways practice and have an escape plan in 
their home, in case of fire, that could save 
a life in the future.

Fire Prevention Week

Shakespeare’s fire station chief Greg Ankenmann along with fire captain Barb Myers, pro-
moting fire safety week to area residents in Perth East.

www.josslin.com
1  888  567  7546•• •

24
 H

OUR CLAIM
  ASSISTANCE

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983
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Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Vote Steven Martin 
Ward 4 Councillor

“Here to Listen”
www.stevenmartinwilmot.ca

519 662 9923
I have been a Counsellor, Psychotherapist, 

and Mediator for thirty years.  
I can help to make good decisions.

Open Doors FREE Coffee
& Cinnamon Buns 

Saturday Mornings 9 am - Noon
231 Peel Street

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

For the past several weeks, students and staff at Sir 
Adam Beck Public School in Baden have come to-
gether for the greater good of their community. To 
support the Wilmot Family Resource Centre, the 
school has accepted to take on the Shopping Cart 
Challenge.

This food drive encourages local schools to fill 
shopping carts with non-perishable foods, with the 
overall goal of filling an ambulance. As an incen-
tive, Ritz Printing, a local print shop, gave all the 
students free tickets to the New Hamburg Firebirds 
Thanksgiving Saturday night game, October 8, 
against the Tavistock Braves. 

Sir Adam Beck collected about 250 pounds of food. 

Other Waterloo Region District School Board schools 
participating in the food drive include: 

- Waterloo-Oxford DSS,

- Baden Public School,

- Grandview Public School,

- Forest Glen Public School.

Like many local food banks, the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre is in desperate need of food dona-
tions to fill their shelves this holiday season. Most 
needed food bank items include kraft dinner, fruits 
(canned, fresh and cups), chunky soups, canned 
meat (tuna, ham, chicken and salmon), nut-free gra-
nola bars, legumes and beans, 100% fruit juice and 
peanut butter. 

For more than 40 years, the Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre has been the leading provider of social sup-
port services to low-income and food-insecure 
families and individuals in Wilmot and Wellesley 
Townships. 

Sir Adam Beck PS and other local schools support 
food challenge

By Gary West

Since 2009, this young couple has been 
making a difference in the Stratford, 
Shakespeare and Perth County area with 
their business named “Berger Plumbing.”

Like most young couples Jeremy and 
Cherise at Berger Plumbing, have al-
ways dreamed of having their own busi-
ness. Jeremy says “he decided on a Friday 
to quit the job he had and the following 
Monday took a leap of faith to start his 
own business.”

He bought a topper for his pick-up truck 
to work out of, and within two years hired 
his first employee and bought a work van 
as the business continued to grow.

Jeremy Berger was raised in North Eastho-
pe Township in Perth county. He attended 
North Easthope Public School and North-
western High School and began working 
on a plumbing apprenticeship at Hertel 

Plumbing, knowing he wanted to learn 
a trade. Through the following years, he 
worked for Jantzi Plumbing near Welles-
ley and McGregor Plumbing and Heating 
near Tavistock. 

Fast forward a couple years, and cur-
rently they have seven employees plus 
themselves, and are looking to hire more 
plumbers and apprentices, if they can find 
them. Most of the work is in Stratford and 
Perth County and surrounding areas and 
Jeremy says 50% of their work is on area 
farms and 50% is in residential housing.

Jeremy, like his father Jim Berger, who 
toiled in the construction business, works 
long hours and knows what it takes to be 
dedicated to his trade. He and Cherise 
and daughter Carley, have expanded their 
business in the last couple of years to in-
clude heating, complete bathroom renova-
tions, mini excavation and skid steer work 
along with mini bin rentals.

They both say “that if it wasn’t for the 
support of family and friends, they’re not 
sure where their future would have been.”  
As we hear from politicians and business 

owners in the know, this country is built 
on small independent companies like 
Berger Plumbing, and will continue to be 
the employers of the future.

Berger Plumbing: A young couple building a business 
in Perth County

Pictured last week heading to another plumbing call is Jeremy Berger and Partner and fi-
nance manager Cherise Pletsch.

Some items collected by Sir Adam Beck Public School for the Thanks-
giving Food Drive.
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FAMILY MILESTONES —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 
Programs each Sunday for children during service.
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
Harvest Festival Service October 2, 2022 at 3:00pm
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

TUCKER, Audrey Blanche
Passed away peacefully, 
October 4, 2022 at The 
Maples Home for Seniors 
in Tavistock. She was 96. 
Audrey was predeceased 
by her husband Norman 
Kenneth Tucker on October 
29, 2008.

Audrey was the loving and 
caring mother of Nancy and 
her husband Louis Silcox 
of New Hamburg, Patricia 

and her husband James Ambrose of Elliot Lake.

She showered affection on her two granddaugh-
ters, Meredith Ballaban of Elora, Aliesa Thompson 
and her husband Drew of Sheguiandeh, 
Manitoulin Island.  Audrey celebrated the joy of 
being the great-grandmother to Avery, Mae and 
Clara Ballaban; Xander and Kaelen Thompson.  

The second born of the four children of Arol and 
Stella Redman of Innerkip, Ontario. She is sur-
vived by her brother Howard, and his wife Dora 
Redman of London. She was predeceased by her 
brother Milton Redman and her sister Doris Allen.

On the Innerkip farm, Audrey learned to shoot a 
rifle, hoe a garden and skate to school on the fro-
zen river that ran at the back of the Redman farm.

She married her true love Norman Tucker on 
August 25, 1945 after Norm returned from service 
with the Royal Canadian Navy at the conclusion of 
World War II.

Bright, dedicated and conscientious, Audrey was 
the office supervisor for many years at Hickson 
Public School and later for the Township of East 
Zorra-Tavistock.

Bridge was Audrey’s game of choice and she met 
once a month with her bridge club friends for over 
60 years.

Audrey loved to sing and as a young girl, she and 
her sister Doris provided entertainment at various 
box socials and celebrations in the Innerkip area. 
In later years, she attended Grace United Church 
of Tavistock and was a devoted member of the 
church choir.

Burial will take place at Innerkip Cemetery. A pri-
vate celebration of Audrey’s life will be held.

Expressions of sympathy will be passed to 
Audrey’s charities of choice:  Pet Patrol  http://
www.petpatrol.ca; The Waterloo Wellington 
Science and Engineering Fair https://wwsef.ca,

Grace United Church www.graceunitedtavistock.
com

Or they may be made through Francis Funeral 
Home in Tavistock by calling 519-655-2431. 

OBITUARY
ARNOTT, Mervin Wayne

Passed away peacefully, on 
Saturday, October 8, 2022, 
at his residence Nithview 
Community, New Hamburg. 
Mervin was born 78 years 
ago in Cedarville, Gray 
County, a son of the late 
Cecil and Myrtle (Ferguson) 
Arnott.

Cherished and loving 
father of Dwane (Lori) 
Arnott, Shawn (Silvia) 

Arnott, and Shain (Heidi Faul) Arnott. Proud 
grandfather of Logan, Dayton and Tanner Arnott, 
Richard and Dale Arnott, Justin Arnott. Mervin 
will be dearly missed by his brothers and sisters 
and their spouses Mary (Gerry) Maier, Ruby (Ivan) 
Drewery, Wilma Morden, Garfield Arnott and by 
many nieces and nephews. Predeceased by his 
father and mother, brother-in-law Grant Morden 
and sister-in-law Islay Arnott.

Mervin was a lover of the outdoors and enjoyed 
his time fishing. He had a passion for cars and 
spent time watching Nascar Racing and enjoyed 
his time with his sons with the local stock car 
racing. Mervin also had a passion for horses and 
owned his own and trained his horses for Harness 
Horse Racing which he also had a passion for.

Cremation has taken place. Relatives and friends 
are invited to the memorial visitation on saturday, 
October 15, 2022 from 10 - 11 am A Celebration 
of life will follow visitation at the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg 
at 11:00 a.m. A social gathering will follow in the 
waterwheel room of the funeral home. For those 
unable to attend a livestream of the service will be 
available.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would 
be accepted on behalf of the family to Nithview 
Community and can be done on the funeral home 
website.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
WILSON, David

Passed away peacefully but 
unexpectedly on Sunday, 
October 9, 2022, on his 
boat in Turkey Point. Dave 
was born 58 years ago in 
Guelph, Ontario and was a 
long time resident of New 
Hamburg.

Cherished and lov-
ing husband of Sherri 
Lightfoot Wilson. Proud 
father of Matthew and 

his wife Caitlin Wilson. Loving papa of Parker 
Wilson. Dave will be forever missed by his fa-
ther and mother John (Sam) and Hanna Wilson, 
sister Angela and her husband Larry Gagnon, 
mother-in-law Marilyn Lightfoot, sisters-in-law 
Judy Restoule and husband Claude and Renee 
Lightfoot, nephews, Shawn and wife Laura 
Kennedy, Jeffrey Kennedy, Robert Gagnon, Peter 
Gagnon, Scott Restoule and Corey Restoule and by 
his great-nephews Lincoln and Wilder Kennedy 
and by all who knew him. Predeceased by his fa-
ther-in-law Allen Lightfoot.

Dave was a social butterfly and was able to make 
friends everywhere he went. He enjoyed spending 
time at his second home, which was his boat in 
Turkey Point. He was a sports lover, enjoyed play-
ing hockey and baseball and watching his favou-
rite teams while enjoying a beverage or 2 … with 
those he loved. He spent time scuba diving, golfing 
and road biking. Dave was a proud coach of the 
New Hamburg Minor Hockey Leagues Huskies. He 
even was proud of his prize car, his jag (which is 
for sale for those interested).

Cremation has taken place and a private fami-
ly service will be held at the Mark Jutzi Funeral 
Home, New Hamburg. A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date and will be announced at that 
time.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to New 
Hamburg Minor Hockey Association or the KW 
Humane Society would be appreciated by the 
family and can be done through the funeral home 
website.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

The family of Stephen (Steve) Zehr wish to express their 
gratitude and thanks to all who so kindly remembered 

us during Steve’s illness and passing.

Thank you for prayers, food, cards, emails, phone calls, 
visits and memorial donations that demonstrated your 

loving care and concern for us during this difficult 
journey.

A special thanks to the staff of the Stratford General 
Hospital, University Hospital London, Sakura House, 

Francis Funeral Home, Movement Church, Woodstock, 
and the Navy Club.

The compassionate care and service by all of these 
special Care Partners will always be remembered as 
we continue to miss our beloved husband, father, 

grandfather, son, brother, uncle and friend.

Colleen, Matthew, Blaine, Glenn and Mary Ellen Zehr 
and families.

N.H. INC.
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COMMUNITY —

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

October 3-10, 2012 Edition (10 years ago)

It will be a great addition to an already 
beautiful park located right here in Tavis-
tock. More than 3,200 feet of walking trail 
is being added to the Optimist Park in Ta-
vistock. The new walking trails will extend 
around the perimeter of the park with a 
winding path through the middle called 
“Memory Lane.” Materials and construction 
costs are being covered by generous dona-
tions from the estates of former Optimist 
members and Past Presidents Cephas Roth 
(1950-2010) and Earl Ramseyer (1941-
2011). Both men were prominent members 
of the club since its formation in 1976.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is 
helping to “Spread the Community Spirit” in 
East Zorra-Tavistock thanks to a $150,000 
grant toward the new multi-use pavilion in 
Queen’s Park. The official ground-breaking 
ceremony was held on Friday, September 
28th.

The fourth Annual Cross Country meet, 
named the Hickson Milk Run, was held 
at the 11th line farm of Larry and Julie 
Schwartzentruber, just northwest of Hick-
son, on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 with 
more than 600 students participating.

October 8-15, 1997 Edition (25 years ago)

The Optimist Club of Tavistock’s 1997-98 
executive includes president Brad Wet-
tlaufer, vice president Jim Wilhelm, vice 
president Dayle Reibling, past president 
Glen Lupton, secretary Bryon Brooks, and 
treasurer Bruce Wettlaufer. 

A Tavistock golf foursome earned the tro-
phy for the Canadian Cancer Society Lon-
gest Day of Golf “for greatest achievement 
by Oxford County Golfers” awarded last 
week for the event held on Friday, June 27, 
1997. About $1,500 was raised by the four 
(Judy Neeb, Linda Schumm, Charlene Zehr, 
and Jack Trebble) who played between 72 
and 81 holes in one day. About $7,000 was 
raised countywide.    

October 6-13, 1982 Edition (40 years ago)

Sometimes it pays to let your wife talk you 
into buying something, as Bob Wilson of 
Peel Street, New Hamburg found out in 

the early hours of Sunday morning. Bob’s 
wife Nancy had to talk him into buying a 
$5.00 ticket on the 1937 Jaguar Replicar at 
the New Hamburg Fall Fair on the 18th of 
September but lo and behold, Bob held the 
winning ticket.

The official opening of the newly renovated 
Tavistock Memorial Hall was held on Oc-
tober 2nd with Mary Ann Klein doing the 
official ribbon cutting. Mary Ann’s late hus-
band, Jim Klein, was the instigator of the 
project to put the hall into shape to make 
it an asset to the community. The cost was 
a prohibitive $161,000, and when the proj-
ect was first discussed many cringed at the 
thought of having to raise that amount of 
money. When the ribbon was cut on Sat-
urday night, the money had not only been 
raised but there is some left over.

It was appropriate to hold Trinity Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church’s 150th Anniversary 
on Thanksgiving Day 1982, to give thanks 
to God for the pioneers; faithful people 
150 years ago, who through their concern, 
promoted the establishment of the first 
Christian congregation in Perth County. The 
Church is also recognized as the first Lu-
theran congregation to be formed west of 
Toronto. 

The Old Gazettes

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Rev. Young Seo
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372
In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
Dial In Service Recording: 
1-833-620-1256 
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm 
Cemetery Decoration Service
Sunday, September 18th at 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

Happy birthday today, October 13, to Kayla Bowman (11).

October 14: Happy birthday to Maisy Moore (11) and Nathaniel Cook, 
and anniversary for Paul and Katherine Brenneman.

October 15: Happy birthday to Nola Seibel (16), Reid Forthuber (19), 
and Gary J. Yantzi, and anniversary for Adam and Lauren Kocher.

October 16: Happy birthday to Branden Gerber (18) and Aaron Gerber 
(22).

October 17: Happy birthday to Sienna Hamilton (4), Adelynn Zehr 
(10), Landen Douglas (13), Brennan Adamson (13), Bill Eekhof, and 
Mary Nicklas, and anniversaries for Keaton and Tamara Trachsel (7th), 
Jay and Sarah Ferguson (13th), Dustin and Naomi Mogk (13th).

October 18: Happy birthday to Jillian Sommers and to Muriel Wag-
ner and her great granddaughter Rorianna Ivey, and anniversaries for 
Darren and Kendra Hazeleger (8th), and Dean and Jane Brown (14th).

October 19: Happy birthday to Shelby Wettlaufer (20) and Brandon 
McIntosh, and anniversaries for Bob and Lynda Lichti (31st) and Mark 
and Jerlene Halliday (9th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us 
know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to ap-
pear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a 
special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) Where are the Plains of Abraham? 

2) What continent is the largest? 

3) What is the only fruit with seeds on the 
outside? 

4) What is the only bird that cannot fly? 

5) What is a female fox referred to as? 

6) How many tiles are there in a game of 
Scrabble? 

7) What was the color name of the Lone 
Ranger’s horse? 

8) Who wrote the book `Green Eggs and 
Ham`? 

9) Who does Robin Hood marry in the 
story of `Robin Hood`? 

10) What was the name of Geppetto`s pet 
in the story of `Pinocchio`?

Answers found on page 26

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.
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LONDON

MAP NOT 
TO SCALE

WOODSTOCK

EMBRO

KITCHENERSTRATFORD

The More Comfortable Home You’ve Been Waiting For!
Three bedroom towns with a loft, built to unrivalled Passive House  
standards for comfort, energy efficiency and healthier living.  

Now move-in-ready in the quaint rural town of Embro. 

• 11 minutes to HWY 401
• 15 minutes to major shopping
• 20 minutes to Stratford
• 25 minutes to St. Marys
• 25 minutes to London

D O N ’ T  M I S S  O U T !

Visit us online for more info and directions  
to our model home.

T H E  V I L L A G E  FA R M
E C O  M O D E R N  C O U N T R Y  L I V I N G

To visit our model home  
call Fred Freeman, 
Sales Representative,
RE/MAX a-b Realty Ltd. 
519-421-5714

LANGLOISECOHOMESLTD.COM

Information correct at press time.  
Pricing and availability subject to change 
without notice. Image above depicts the 
interior of our Passive House model home.   
Brokers protected. E. & O. E. 
September 2022

big
living
move-in-ready
townhomes

6
townhomes
available!

only

ACCESSIBLE MAIN FLOOR LIVING. 
EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE.  
ULTRA ENERGY EFFICIENT.

COMMUNITY —
Plattsville based Syngenta 
donates to Cambridge Food 
Bank

New Hamburg students 
colour outside

The Cambridge Food Bank recently visited Syngenta Canada’s Honeywood Research Farm 
in Plattsville to pick up 4,200 pounds of freshly harvested potatoes, cherry tomatoes and 
squash – enough to feed 800 households. The Cambridge and North Dumfries communi-
ties have benefited from the annual harvest donation since 2016. Pictured here are Morgan 
Racz, research technician with Syngenta, loading the truck with the help of Steve, the driver 
from the Cambridge Food Bank. (Photo contributed)

Grandview Public School students in New Hamburg took their colouring outside to enjoy 
the fall weather one Wednesday, October 5. (Photo credit: Twitter/@gvnwrdsb)
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natashasalonen4wilmot

STEWARDSHIP
Providing responsible, knowledge-based,
transparent, accountable leadership and decision
making that represents the present community
while keeping the impacts on future generations in
mind.
 

REFOCUS

REPRESENTATION

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
I want to hear your ideas. 
 Listening, collaborating, & 
 bringing people together to build
the Wilmot we want. 

Holding the township and the region accountable for
every tax dollar. Attracting and retain local business,
investment and saving for our future. 

Getting councils focus back on track
to issues under municipal
jurisdiction. 

Represent the voices and interests of all Wilmot
residents in council decisions. Provide a strong and
steadfast voice for Wilmot at the Regional table.  

CONNECTING

NATASHA SALONEN
FOR MAYOR

519-635-7275

natasha4wilmot@outlook.com natashasalonen4wilmot.com 519-635-7275

Elect Natasha for the Wilmot
you want

The Experience to Serve Wilmot 

Hons. B.A. in Human Sciences from the University of Oxford, UK. Post-secondary studies include
demography, policy management, public affairs, law, international policy. 

Currently serving as President, Optimist Club of Baden; Board of Directors,
Wilmot Agricultural Society; Co-founder & member, Wilmot Homecoming
Steering Committee; and member, 100 Women Who Care Wilmot.

I am running to provide a fresh perspective on council. One that realizes Wilmot’s voice at the regional
level, provides responsible, representative, transparent, knowledge-based decision making and

stewardship of our township for both current and future generations. 

BORN, RAISED, & ACTIVE IN WILMOT

EDUCATION 

EXPERIENCE 
Working for Kitchener-Conestoga Federal and Provincial Members of Parliament I have become
acutely aware of the needs of Wilmot. My extensive comprehension of all levels of Canadian politics
and existing working relationships with levels of regional, provincial, & federal government, staff &
local stakeholders will prove invaluable in building the Wilmot we want. 

natasha4wilmot@outlook.com natashasalonen4wilmot.com

How to Vote 
Internet and Phone Voting

Wilmot will be using online and telephone voting for the Municipal Election. This means that
voters can vote at any time of the day from Friday, October 14 at 10:00 a.m. to Monday, October
24 at 8:00 p.m. These methods provide residents with a convenient, secure and safe way to vote.

 
In-Person Voting 

There are limited voting days during this period when you can vote in-person if you prefer to
mark a paper ballot from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the following dates: Saturday, October 15,

Sunday, October 16, Saturday, October 22, Sunday, October 23 
 

Please be aware that you can only vote by internet or by phone on Monday, October 24.
When you vote or are applying to amend the Voters' List please bring identification. Ontario

Regulation 304/13 contains a complete list of acceptable identification.

 

Scan to learn
more 
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Gala, Empire, Red Delicious, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, Spartan, 
Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Mutsu, Northern Spy, Ambrosia, and 

Russet. Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams and preserves

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Call 462-2259 or 462-2947

TAVISTOCK FALL EXPO
TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY CHURCH, 
77 MOGK ST., TAVISTOCK
OCTOBER 22, 2022 FROM 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
Vendors from the following companies will be present:
Avon, Crafty Sue’s Wreaths and Decor, Creative Memories, 
Epicure, Living Books, Merry Made, Norwex, Pampered Chef, 
Scentsy, Sweet Legs, Thirty-One, Tupperware, Voxx Life

Lunch booth. Lots of free parking.
Portion of sales to church building fund. Something for everyone! 

www.thisiswilmot.cawww.thisiswilmot.ca

Candidates Answer Policy Questions

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

Students at Sprucedale Public School in 
Shakespeare were treated to a community 
wildlife management workshop last week. 
Greg Balch from London set up his wild-
life ecology education/food study in the 
Shakespeare Optimist Hall.

The travelling wildlife management dis-
play and education program shows stu-
dents about wildlife ecology and the 
Canadian fur trade history. There were 
many wildlife species from foxes, to 
wolves, to coyotes to raccoons and every-
thing in between, along with eagles, fal-
cons, hawks and many other wild birds 
that numbered in the dozens on display 
for all the students of all ages to touch and 
marvel at all the wildlife found in Canada 
and many regions of southern Ontario.

Balch who has run the travelling program 

for 30 years and teaches groups of youth 
about hunting, fishing, trapping and the 
food chain and also the Canadian history 
of wildlife conservation by means of a sus-
tainable harvest.

The mounted taxidermy animals and birds 
will be viewed this year by over 10,000 in-
quisitive visitors across the country which 
also includes not only schools, but the 
public who visit fall fairs and exhibitions.

The wildlife specialist was invited by the 
Optimist Club of Shakespeare to educate 
the students about all the animals he had 
on display and says the display is worth 
well over $110,000 if you figure in the fees 
for taxidermy and he always works with 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry in bringing the animals and birds 
to the general public for education each 
year.

Community wildlife management workshop comes 
to Shakespeare

Left to right, Shannon Dyke, Grade 3-4 teacher, Reagan Smith, Emmett Guligers, Miller 
Follings, and Brett McGuinness, Grade 4-5 teacher all from Sprucedale Public School, get-
ting educated about various wildlife animals on display.

Some of the taxidermy animals on display from the community wildlife management work-
shop at the Shakespeare Optimist Hall for visiting students last week.

Pet of the Week
LUCY

Our Pet of the Week is Lucy, a 
5 year old wheatamix pup. Her 

favourite season is Autumn, she 
loves going on walks and visiting 

her friends. You can follow Lucy on 
instagram @lucy.the.wheatamix

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Oct. 14th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

ALASKA CRUISE
CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2023

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

Thanksgiving is a busy time of the year for 
most families in a good way, and no one 
is busier at Thanksgiving than “Shake-
speare Pies.” If you can imagine making 
1,000 pies for Thanksgiving, besides all 
the other pastries, then you can imagine 
how busy it must be for the Kenton and 
Bethany (Wagler) Plett family at Shake-
speare Pies.

The flourishing Perth County business 
was started almost 20 years ago by Gerry 
and Susie Wagler, Bethany’s parents. and 
it is now into the second generation of pie 
making.

Kenton will say the Saturday of Thanks-

giving weekend is always the busiest of 
the year, where of course, pumpkin pie is 
the favourite, followed by apple and the 
many fruit pies their family is known for. 
Besides other bakery treats and bread and 
buns, they also sell lots of ice cream and 
whipped cream to make the dessert for 
the Thanksgiving meal complete.

With the large parking lot overflowing 
with vehicles, their staff kept pies moving 
with very little time to wait. The family 
has been grateful over the years that the 
buying public from near and far has sup-
ported their family's business in a most 
appreciative way, and they hope to be bak-
ing pies and baked goods for many years 
to come.

Pie making in Shakespeare 
at Thanksgiving

Keeping the highway safe 
in Shakespeare any way 
that works

Shakespeare’s fire station chief Greg Ankenmann along with fire captain Barb Myers, pro-
moting fire safety week to area residents in Perth East.

Sebringville OPP were happy for the help from residents on the east side of Shakespeare on 
the busy Highway 7&8 over the Thanksgiving long weekend. What appeared to be a radar 
holding cop was catching speeders as they entered the village. With speeding motorists 
in a hurry to get through town, it became evident that the fake radar holding dummy was 
working. Anything to keep the road safer.  (Photo credit: Gary West)
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SPORTS —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School (WODSS) Crusaders Senior Boys 
football team took on the Elmira District 
Secondary School (EDSS) Lancers team 

in Wilmot on Thursday, October 6. The fi-
nal score was 51-6 in favour of EDSS. The 
notable scorer from WODSS was Jaxon 
Broda. 

The same night, the WODSS Junior 

Boys football team played EDSS - EDSS 
emerged victorious with a final score of 
26-6. Notable scorers from across both 
teams included P. Hildbrandt (6), K. Smith 
(14), M. Perrin (6) and Wilson Butcher (6). 

The event featured food trucks, such as 
Crystal’s Fries, as well as a huge turnout 
of fans and players. The New Hamburg 
Optimist Club provided some barbecued 
food to attendees. 

Local football game brings a great turnout

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

A WO Crusader from the senior boys football team goes head to head with an EDSS Lancer 
at the game on Thursday, October 6. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

The New Hamburg Optimist Club provided some food for attendees at the Waterloo Oxford 
District Secondary School football game on Thursday, October 6. Pictured is Mark Weber, 
Gary Bender, Graham Wallbank, Mitch Bender, Bruce Bender and Gary McNeil. (Photo cred-
it: Veronica Reiner)
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SPORTS —

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Anthony 
Russell

Service Manager

Jay 
Pinch

Business Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Braves went into the past 
weekend tied for first in the Provincial 
Junior Hockey League’s South Doherty 
Division, but after two victories over key 
division rivals, they have come out of the 
Thanksgiving weekend a point clear of 
the pack.

The Braves hosted Wellesley Friday 
night and earned a 5-1 victory over the 
Applejacks, followed by a hard-fought 
2-1 overtime win in New Hamburg on 
Saturday. “Any time you can enter a week-
end facing two teams like that and come 
away with four points, you’re pretty hap-
py with the end result,” says General 
Manager Jordan Zehr. Seven different 
skaters picked up goals for Tavistock in 
the two games, something Zehr says was a 
big goal of there’s coming into the season. 
“We said from the start that one thing we 
wanted to do was to have depth. To spread 
around the scoring is one thing that is go-
ing to be beneficial for us. There’s not one 

line an opposing team can key in on and 
try to shut down. If they do, we have three 
other lines that are going to be able to 
take advantage of that.”

The four-goal margin of victory against 
the Applejacks may seem a big surprise to 
those who follow the league, but Zehr says 
the game could have been much closer if 
not for a solid effort between the pipes by 
Jeff Kernichan. “Had it not been for him, 
the game could have been a bit closer. He 
made a couple of saves that were not only 
huge but very timely when the game was 
a little tighter. It’s a different outlook if he 
doesn’t make those saves.” Kernichan is 
among the stingiest goalies in the league 
with a 1.49 goals against average and a 
.949 save percentage.

About 882 fans were in attendance for 
Saturday’s game in New Hamburg, some-
thing Zehr says ramped up the atmo-
sphere to another level. “It’s always a fast 
pace playing the Firebirds, and that kind 
of crowd just added to it. It’s exciting for 

the guys, and it was just a fun night of 
hockey,” says Zehr. He adds if you want 
to win against New Hamburg, you have to 
be ready for that pace. “They bring a high 
tempo pace every night, and we knew 
that going in. At times I think we got a 
little complacent and made things hard 

on ourselves, but we were able to hang in 
there and limit their opportunities. We got 
a five on three in overtime and were able 
to capitalize.” Luke Fanjoy scored the win-
ning goal, his fourth of the season for the 
Braves, and he now sits second in team 
scoring with six points. Zach Gladding 
and Jayden Seguin each have seven.

Notes: Tavistock’s own Carter McKay 
scored his first career goal in the 
win against New Hamburg… Will 
Schlotzhauer tops hometown scorers on 
the Braves with three assists and three 
points… The Braves have another two-
game weekend coming up as they host 
third-place Woodstock on Friday and head 
to Paris on Saturday. The Navy Vets are 5 
and 3 on the season, while the Mounties 
sit in the Doherty Division basement at 
0 and 7… Tavistock’s other goalie, James 
Hopper, is 2 and 0 on the season with a 
1.00 goals against average and .953 save 
percentage. https://www.thepjhl.ca/stats/
player/1119/60/will-schlotzhauer

Braves Earn Four Big Points Against Division Rivals  

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

It was a mixed bag for the New Hamburg 
Firebirds this past week, with a win and 
a loss, effectively putting an end to their 
winning streak.

The Firebirds beat out the Woodstock 
Navy Vets 5-2 at an away game on Friday, 
October 7, before falling to the Tavistock 
Braves 2-1 in overtime at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex the next day. They 
also played the Wellesley Applejacks last 
night (Wednesday, October 12), but re-
sults were not available at press time.

“With the start of the season we have 
high hopes for the Firebirds,” said New 
Hamburg Firebirds President Gord Mills. 
“Our team is off to a great start with only 
one overtime loss. The Doherty division 
will be very competitive. I believe that our 
team is capable of great things again this 
season.”

The Firebirds were in second place (11 
points) in the South Doherty division as of 
press time, trailing behind the Tavistock 
Braves by one point. The Navy Vets are 
in third at 10 points, while the Norwich 
Merchants are in third at eight points.

The Firebirds drew first blood against 

Woodstock quickly into the frame, with 
Riley Benko potting one at 0:49, assisted 
by Kyle Kraemer and Cole Stannix. Jack 
MacDonald followed with another goal at 
17:25, with an assist going to Stannix.

Aydan Burns (Lucas Carson) scored 

early into the second stanza, increasing 
the New Hamburg lead even further. The 
Navy Vets finally got a chance to retali-
ate at 7:28, then scored once again near 
the end of the frame at 15:10, closing the 
score gap headed into the third.

Justin McManus put another one on the 
board for New Hamburg in the third at 
1:59, assisted by Matt Domm and Jesse 
Schill. Jesse Schill took advantage of a 
power play at 11:57, assisted by Stannix, 
wrapping up the game with a 5-2 win 
for the Firebirds. Shots were in New 
Hamburg’s favour 5-2.

The next day, Tavistock was the first to 
score against New Hamburg, with Carter 
McKay (Carter Arseneau, Jayden Seguin) 
taking advantage of a power play at 10:28. 
New Hamburg player Owen Fischer re-
sponded at 17:31, with an assist going to 
Justin McManus.

There was no scoring and three total pen-
alties doled out in the second stanza. The 
third period was similar, with five pen-
alties and no scoring. This brought the 
match into overtime.

After some back and fourth, Tavistock 
player Luke Fanjoy took advantage of 
a power play at 1:27 and scored the 
game winning goal. Shots were in New 
Hamburg’s favour 39-32.

The Firebirds next game will take place at 
the Wilmot Recreation Complex against 
the Paris Mounties on Friday, October 14, 
at 7:30 p.m.

SPORTS —

Vote for Experience
jenn4wilmot.ca

I have a vision for our community. 

My vision is to build on the incredible community we already have and
continue to move it forward in a positive direction.

I see Wilmot as a leader. As a community whose local, independent,
and farming businesses are thriving. A place that has the arts and
culture to engage diverse interests and the sports programming to
engage all ages — whose infrastructure is designed and built to be
resilient to climate change.

As Wilmot continues to grow, I want people to feel a sense of
belonging and purpose in their community.

I have a plan for how to make this vision a reality and the passion,
dedication and experience to bring it to life.

I hope you will share my vision and starting October 14, vote for me,
Jenn Pfenning, as Mayor of Wilmot Township. 

Large police presence in 
Tavistock

There was a large police presence on Woodstock Street North in Tavistock just before 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday this week. The Oxford Provincial Police were called with a report of someone 
with a firearm and several cruisers descended on a Woodstock Street North apartment. 
Witnesses tell the Gazette the subject of the complaint is a licensed gun owner and is an 
avid target shooter. A witness says this is the second time in a few months a complaint has 
been called into the Oxford OPP involving the same legal gun owner. Police say officers de-
termined there was no criminal element to the call, and no charges were laid. (Photo credit: 
Lee Griffi)

The New Hamburg Firebirds during game action against the Tavistock Braves on October 8. 
It was the first Firebirds loss of the season.

Mixed bag for the New Hamburg Firebirds



19Thursday, October 13, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2022 Tesla Model 3

$74,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$59,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland 

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,058 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Escape Titanium

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,764 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 GMC Terrain SLE

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
4,430 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Audi Q5

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,608 km

Progressiv 45 TFSI 
quattro

All-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 BMW 2 Series 228i

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,531 km

xDrive Gran Coupe
All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus NX 300

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
48,336 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —

By Veronica Reiner

A driver from Norwich is facing multi-
ple charges after a trailer carrying cows 
caught fire in Perth East on October 3.

At about 10:46 p.m., the Perth County 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) received 
a report of a livestock trailer on fire trav-
elling on Perth Road 107, between Line 43 
and Line 34, in Perth East Township. 

OPP spokesperson Kimberly Lyon said 
there was no collision and that police 
were “unsure how fire started, potentially 

behind a back wheel.” The driver was in 
the vehicle when it caught fire and suf-
fered no injuries. 

The trailer was hauling 69 cows - two suf-
fered severe burn wounds, and two were 
deceased. About 35 cows were freed from 
the trailer. When asked what happened 
with the remainder of the cattle, Lyon 
said, “the other cows that were unaccount-
ed for were transferred to another trail-
er and transported to the owners with no 
injuries.”

As a result, a 41-year-old Norwich resi-
dent was arrested and charged with: 

Causing damage or injury to animal or 
birds while being driven/conveyed,

Obstruct Peace Officer,

Operate unsafe vehicle- commercial mo-
tor vehicle (two counts),

Operate a motor vehicle without insurance,

Fail to surrender CVOR certificate,

Fail to surrender completed daily 

inspection report,

Fail to surrender permit for motor vehicle, 
and

Driver fail to surrender licence.

Anyone with information about this or any 
incident is asked to call the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or online at www.opp.ca/report-
ing. Those who wish to remain anonymous 
can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
or leave an anonymous online message at 
www.P3tips.com.

Driver facing multiple charges after a livestock 
trailer was found engulfed in flames

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Veronica Reiner

There are a couple of new trends 
at Profiles in Art, a picture framing 
shop in New Hamburg.

Dawn Malo runs the Peel Street 
store with her husband, Garry. “I’ve 
been framing a lot more original art 
lately,” she noted. “People have been 
supporting a lot of local artists in the 
area.”

Lately, customers have also request-
ed shadowboxing frames for keep-
sakes, she added. Custom shadow-
box frames are different from the 
standard picture frames, in that they 
are deep enough to house not only 
flat items, like a photograph, but 
three-dimensional objects as well. 
These objects can be creatively ar-
ranged in order to tell the perfect 
story about what’s being framed.

“I’ve actually done some jewelry like 
watches, earrings and pins that have 

been handed down generations,” said 
Dawn, on what kinds of objects she 
shadowboxes.

“So rather than leaving them in a 
drawer, people are getting them 
framed so they can display them. If 
you’re going to keep them and you 
want to have the value shown to 
family and friends, the way you can 
do that is to display them in some 
fashion.”

One customer, for example, brought 
in three different pieces displayed 
on doilies, said Dawn. Profiles in Art 
shadowboxed them all, and it became 
a beautiful net of her family members 
in the form of an art/display piece.

She added that business has been 
busier since COVID-19 case counts 
have been down and lockdowns have 
been lifted.

“We’ve been growing, and we really 
appreciate the support,” said Dawn. 

“New Hamburg is a great little place.”

Their business has evolved over the 
decades since its inception. In 1996, 
they began to focus on the funeral 
home industry. That same year, Dawn 
and Garry became acquainted with 
Darlene Lamb and her angelic pho-
tograph called “The Gift.” The PIA of-
fers customer framed prints of “The 
Gift” with inspirational verses to pro-
vide families with lasting memories.

Currently, the PIA also offers portrait 
frames, memorial tribute frames, 
easels, and other accessories, such 
as bookmark laminates and Bristol 
boards.

The owners have switched the store-
front location several times over the 
years, always remaining in Waterloo 
Region. They began in Kitchener, 
then moved briefly to Baden, before 
buying a building in Wellesley, and 
recently moving to New Hamburg.

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Trends at Profiles in Art

This is a great 
way to warm up to 

the fall season!
Many other options big and 
small for you to select from.

59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON
519-662-1450

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

We also o�er Quark, Curds & Beef
Call 519-662-4967 or 

orders@mountainoakcheese.ca

A Rustic 
Family Farm

It's Pumpkin Time

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Hours: Mon- Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5 and Sun 10-5

1011 Gerber Rd (corner of Gerber Rd & Moser Young Rd), St. Agatha

Phone: 226-791-7601 | www.fallharvestfarm.ca

73 Hincks St, New Hamburg, ON
Corner of Hincks & James • Take Out I Pick Up

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm | Sunday 11am - 7pm

Buckets of Chicken, Chicken Burgers, 
Wings, Combos & Single Meals
Phone: 519-390-0060
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 Shop now for best selection of toys & games!

NEW ITEMS 
ARRIVING WEEKLY!

A work of art before and after custom framing work at Profiles in Art.

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

Local ladies fix vandalism in Tavistock

There were some unidentified people who vandalized the Memorial Hall in Tavistock by pulling out some small bushes planted just outside of it, threw them on the stairs and pulled out 
some stone. But four young local ladies decided to turn that around, planted them back and watered them. “Gosh… I love our kids!” said Lea Wittig. (Photo credit: Facebook/Lea Wittig)

COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
We are Open during Covid but with reduced hours

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

RE
-E
LE
CT

RE-ELECT ANGIE HALLMAN FOR WILMOT WARD 1 COUNCILLOR

She represents Ward 1 by taking action on issues
supporting Indigenous Peoples, mental health, farmers,
children and students, LGBTQ, and the environment. I'll
vote for Angie again - without hesitation. ~ Dave Moore

“… we are so lucky to have her fighting for our local
needs. Angie is always looking to do what's best for
Wilmot and I will definitely support her in re-election.” 
 ~ Christa Yost 

“…an excellent community engager, Angie is passionate
in her support for local youth, marginalized groups, and
Wilmot businesses.” ~ Marc Lisetto - Smith

With half of Wilmot Council retiring, experience is more
important than ever in this election. Angie doesn't just
have the experience but also the dedication and passion
to be an effective Councillor. ~ Tom Galloway 
 

Endorsements For Angie Hallman



22 Thursday, October 13, 2022 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Successful ladies clothing store looking for a mature 
full time staff member.

Located in beautiful St. Marys, the ideal candidate will 
have ladies retail experience, customer service, or 
business background. The position includes Saturday 
hours. Start date to be discussed.

Must be flexible in nature, high energy, love a small 
town environment. 

Please apply with cover letter and resume to:

ogradysstmarys@gmail.com

no phone calls or walk-ins please.

O'Grady's Clothing & Accessories
143 Queen St. E., St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A5

Thank You Everyone Thank You Everyone 
for Supporting our for Supporting our 

Quilt RaffleQuilt Raffle

WINNERS ARE:WINNERS ARE:
Queen size quilt  - Beth Schlueter  - WellesleyQueen size quilt  - Beth Schlueter  - Wellesley

Large twin quilt – Kathleen Bowman - LinwoodLarge twin quilt – Kathleen Bowman - Linwood

1st Table Runner  - Marlene Brenneman - Wellesley1st Table Runner  - Marlene Brenneman - Wellesley

2nd Table Runner – Janet Hahn  - Kitchener2nd Table Runner – Janet Hahn  - Kitchener

The Tavistock and District Historical Society
Presents

Mark Louden
Professor of German Linguistics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
author of the book “Pennsylvania Dutch: The Story of an American Language”

“What did the Founding Families Speak?
Tracing the Roots of Tavistock Deitsch”

Saturday October 22, 2022 at 1:30 pm

In Zion Hall, Grace United Church,
116 Woodstock St South, Tavistock

A TDHS Speaker Series presentation

The Tavistock and District Historical Society Presents

Professor of German Linguistics at the University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison and author of the book 

“Pennsylvania Dutch: The Story of an American Language”

A TDHS Speaker Series presentation
All Welcome – Admission Free

Mark Louden 

“What did the Founding Families Speak?
Tracing the Roots of Tavistock Deitsch”

Sat. October 22 
at 1:30 pm

In Zion Hall, Grace 
United Church,

116 Woodstock St 
South, Tavistock

Saturday, October 22
3:00 PM 

at Brocksden School 
Museum

ANNUAL MEETING

Easthope 
Historical Group

Grandma Bev Bell heading to the pumpkin patch with granddaughters Isla holding Lennox 
up front and Wraith in the back ready to work.

Making their job fun are Lennox and Isla in front, and sisters Elsa and Evelyn in back.

Tavistock Minor Hockey Tavistock Minor Hockey 
with with 

The Tavistock RoyalsThe Tavistock Royals

• Put empties at your curb by 9 am 
or

• take them directly to the return 
depot 380 woodstock st s tavistock

or 
• text 519-505-1179 for pick up

bottle DRIVEbottle DRIVE
October 15thOctober 15th

white pms289c pms123c

By Gary West

Thanksgiving weekend has always been a time of the 
year for family to get together and enjoy the good harvest 
- and at the same time, being thankful for all the good 
things in life that we can enjoy living where we do.

The Pete and Bev Bell family, at their farm on the western 
edge of Shakespeare, in Perth county, also enjoy seeing 
their grandkids. Their grandkids love to help picking up 
the abundance of pumpkins, squash and gourds that this 
time of year brings. The harvest is then sold in their farm 

yard carefully washed and placed on pallets in rows of 
the different sizes.

Bev calls the helpers her “girl gang,” and the farming cou-
ple know that once they end their selling of sweet corn, 

the work begins in the pumpkin patch. As readers know, 
pictures are worth a thousand words.

It’s a family affair at pumpkin picking time for the 
Bell family near Shakespeare
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

ACRE
BEE
BISON
BUCKET
CALF
CAT
CATTLE
CHICKEN
CORN
CROW
CULTIVATOR
EGG
FARM
FENCE
FIELD
FOAL
FOOD
FRUIT
GANDER

GATE
GEESE
GOAT
GOOSE
HAY
HEN
HERD
HIVE
HOE
HOG
HONEY
HORSE
INSECTICIDE
LLAMA
MACHETE
MARE
MILK
MOWER
MULCH

MULE
OATS
OX
PAIL
PICKAXE
PIG
SILO
SOIL
SOW
STALLION
STEER
SWINE
TEND
TILL
TURKEY
UDDER
VEGETABLE
WATER
WEEDS

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Interfaith Counselling Centre (ICC) 
in New Hamburg is hosting their first ever 
self care fundraiser on Friday, October 
21st.

The event will feature music by Angeli-
ca Appelman, a country music singer, as 
well as some delicious treats by Melina's 
Grill of Baden, and new clothing items for 
women. Items are priced at $5 each.

The event will bring about new ideas for 
guests to relax, or explore ways to bring 
more meaning to their lives, or just find 
some joy. There will also be local self care 
vendors featured, and the door prize bas-

ket was generously donated by Baden 
Coffee Company.

The night is in support of the ICC's be-
lief that mental health should be available 
when it is needed most. Funds raised sup-
port the organization's subsidized coun-
selling.

The event will take place from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at 23 Church Street in New Ham-
burg, in space generously supplied by 
Trinity Lutheran Church. There will be 
signs posted at the entrance.

For more information, contact Interfaith 
Counselling Centre. 519 662-3092 or ad-
min@interfaithcounselling.ca.

ICC hosting its first ever 
self care fundraiser

Halloween decorations in 
Wellesley

A giant skeleton was spotted on Galena Street in Wellesley village. (Photo credit: Leanne 
Reiner)

Women’s clothing items will be on sale at the ICC self care fundraiser. (Photo contributed)
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TRAVEL —

Almost everyone recognizes the 
name “C.S. Lewis”. Most have 
read one or more of his sev-
en children’s stories about an 
imaginary country, collective-
ly known as “The Chronicles of 
Narnia.” Fewer, but still a sig-
nificant number, have read his 
books about faith, such as “Mere 
Christianity,” or “Reflections on 
the Psalms.”

And many are also aware of 
the incredible, creative out-
put of Lewis and his collection 
of pint-loving friends known 
collectively as The Inklings – a 
group which included J.R.R. 
Tolkien, of “Lord of the Rings” 
fame.

Lewis, Tolkien and their col-
leagues spent all of their adult 
lives as England-based academ-
ics, at Oxford and Cambridge. 
But Lewis’s childhood was in 
Ireland, specifically, Northern 
Ireland, where his family home 
was in Belfast, and his holidays 
were spent in the nearby coun-
tryside or seaside towns.

Lewis is one of my literary he-
roes (I actually wrote a gradu-
ate thesis about his work), but 
frankly, I wasn’t thinking about 
Lewis as we strolled along the 
main street of the town of Bush-

mills, in County Antrim. By the 
name of the town – especially if 
you are a fan of Irish whiskey – 
you can probably guess what I 
was actually thinking about.

Until I noticed the banner, hang-
ing high over the street – part of 
a series of Bushmills’ street ban-
ners celebrating folks with con-
nections to the community. This 
one bears an image of Lewis as a 
child, and information about his 
“summer holidays on the north 
coast.” Specifically, it refers to 
Dunluce Castle, “which would 
later become the inspiration for 
Cair Paravel in the Chronicles of 
Narnia.”

I grabbed a photo of the ban-
ner, and my focus changed 
from whiskey to beloved liter-
ature. I mentioned my interest 
in the Lewis connection to our 
knowledgeable coach driver and 
guide, Anthony McCann, who, to 
my delight, said, “We can stop 
at Dunluce Castle later today, if 
you would like. It’s just up the 
coast.”

Would I like?

I love the Chronicles of Narnia. 
I read them all aloud to my kids, 
when they were young. So the 
chance to see the Irish castle 
that inspired one of the import-
ant sites in Lewis’s Narnia was 
irresistible.

However, one note of caution 
must be raised, here. If you do 
an internet search, you can find 
all manner of information like 
that noted on the banner – that 
Dunluce Castle was the model 
for Lewis’s creation.

However, what you won’t find 
is Lewis ever saying that, him-
self. But what he does say about 
such speculation in general is 
intriguing – he noted that every 

time a reviewer or commentator 
suggested a source for one of 
his ideas or creations, that guess 
was invariably wrong.

So, I will be slightly cautious 
in stating that Dunluce Castle 
morphed into Cair Paravel, but 
it sure looks likely. Especially 
because the Narnian Castle ap-
pears in the books both in its 
full glory, and later, as a ruin – 
a ruin that sounds remarkably 
like Dunluce.

In the first Narnia book penned 
by Lewis, the castle is described: 
“The castle of Cair Paravel on 
its little hill towered up above 
them; before them were the 
sands, with rocks and little pools 
of salt water, and seaweed, and 
the smell of the sea and long 
miles of bluish-green waves 
breaking for ever and ever on 
the beach. And oh, the cry of the 
seagulls!”

And later, in “Prince Caspian”, 
as the protagonists come back to 
a later era in Narnia, the castle 
is a ruin, very much like Dun-
luce today.

So I buy the Lewis connection. 
But even if I didn’t, Dunluce 
Castle and all the area around 
– including the iconic Giant’s 
Causeway – are wonderful plac-
es to visit, perched along the 
fabulous cliffs that are a high-
light – and I do mean “high” – of 
the Ireland’s “Wild Atlantic Way” 
that stretches 2600 kilometers 
along the Atlantic Coast. 

But back to Dunluce Castle for 
a moment. It is an authentic, ru-
ined Medieval castle – in fact, 
one local story suggests that the 
kitchen of the castle fell into the 
sea during a dinner party, tak-
ing serving folk with it – with 
all the romance and intrigue of 
an Irish ruin. The site has been 

occupied for over 1,000 years – 
possibly much longer – and the 
current walls were constructed 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Similar ruins can be found in 
various Irish locales, but few are 
located in as dramatic a setting – 
on the very edge of Ireland, with 
Atlantic Ocean waves crashing 
beneath.

A very pleasant three-stop ad-
venture along this coast would 
include the Giant’s Causeway, 
the village of Bushmills (where 
you can tour the famed distill-
ery) and Dunluce Castle, where 
you will certainly sense the 

presence of Lewis’s four young 
heroes – Lucy, Susan, Edmund 
and Peter.

My imagination was helped con-
siderably when two young Ca-
nadian girls of the same age as 
Lewis’s children in the books, 
skipped across the paving 
stones inside the entrance. In 
just that moment, Narnia truly 
came to life on the wild, coastal 
cliffs of North Ireland.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The ruined Dunluce Castle, probably the inspiration for Lewis's Cair Paravel in Narnia. Ellen and Veronica, Canadian visitors making a stop in Narnia.  All photos by Paul Knowles

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Finding C.S. Lewis’s imaginary castle on the northern coast of Ireland

By Paul Knowles

The dramatic location of Dunluce, perched high on the cliffs along 
Ireland's Wild Atlantic Way.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - OCTOBER 2022

COMMUNITY —
Tavistock PS commemorates National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation

Tavistock Public School had a definite orange colouring this part Friday as staff and students took part in the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. The day honours the children who 
never returned home and Survivors of residential schools, as well as their families and communities. Children wore orange to school and painted the front fence with pictures saying, 
‘Every Child Matters.’ (Photos credit: Lee Griffi)

October 12th

Wilmot Mayoral Candi-
dates Meeting

To take place at the New 
Hamburg Communi-
ty Centre at 251 Jacob 
Street in New Hamburg. 
Will include Ward 4 can-
didates and mayoral can-
didates. Meeting will start 
at 7 p.m. sharp, doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.

October 15th

Hahns 55th Hockey Re-
union

To take place around 4 
p.m. at the New Hamburg 
Legion to celebrate a for-
mer hockey team.

October 15th

Let’s Tree Wilmot Plant-
ing

A Let’s Tree Wilmot 
planting will take place 
at Anna Tuerr Memorial 
Park in Mannheim start-
ing at 9 a.m.

October 15th

Shantz Mennonite 
Church Open House

An open house to tour 
the new facility on 2473 
Erbs Road in Baden from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

October 19th

East Zorra Tavistock 
Council Meeting

In person meeting tak-

ing place at 695566 17th 
Line, Innerkip, Ontario 
at 7 p.m. Visit www.ezt.ca 
for more details.

October 21st

ICC Self Care Fundraiser

From 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at 23 Church Street in 
New Hamburg. Enjoy 
country music by Angel-
ica Appelman, delicious 
treats from Melina’s Grill 
of Baden, and new wom-
en’s clothing items.

October 22nd

Tavistock Fire Depart-
ment Drive Through Bar-
becue

Pickup at the Tavistock 
Fire Hall. $25 per ticket. 

Full meal with dessert. 
Available from any fire-
fighter or contact 519-
275-0878.

October 23rd

Plattsville Curling Club 
Open House

Want to try curling? An 
open house will take 
place from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Curling season starts 
the week of October 24th. 
Register for the season 
on website plattsville-
curling.ca.

October 29th

Halloween Party

Spooktacular night at 
Mike’s Tavern (formerly 
Nith River Chop House) 

at 1193 Qiueen’s Bush 
Road in Wellesley from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m.

October 31st

Blood Drive

1,000 Maple Leaf Street 
in Wellesley village. 
Booking times are avail-
able at blood.ca. From 
about 2 p.m. to about 8 
p.m.

November 8th

Wellesley Council Meet-
ing

Hybrid meeting, in-per-
son taking place at 4805 
William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill and streamed 
online. Visit www.welles-
ley.ca for more details.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Quebec 

2) Asia 

3) A strawberry 

4) A penguin 

5) A vixen 

6) 100 

7) Silver 

8) Dr. Seuss 

9) Maid Marion 

10) Figaro
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Linda Holst
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

New Single 
Family Homes

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Complete & Balanced Pet Food for All Life Stages!


