
By Lee Griffi

Members of the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service's Traffic Services Unit are con-
tinuing to investigate a fatal collision in 
Wilmot Township as locals renew a plea 
for some improved safety measures at a 
dangerous intersection.

The accident occurred Saturday evening 
at the intersection of Oxford Road 5 and 
Punkeydoodles Avenue, where two ve-
hicles, a black Ford, and a white Nissan, 
were involved in a collision. The driv-
er of the Nissan, a 22-year-old Wilmot 
Township female, was pronounced 

deceased at the scene. The passenger, 
her 16-year-old sister, was transport-
ed to an out-of-region hospital with 
life-threatening-injuries. The driver of 
the Ford, a 19-year-old Oakville male, 
was transported to an out-of-region hos-
pital with non-life-threatening injuries. 
The investigation is ongoing, and no 
word yet on any potential charges.

The accident has resulted in a loud out-
cry for action for area residents, but 
none more than Shannon Roth Snyder, 
who has lived a stone's throw away 
from the intersection for 15 years. While 

Snyder can't remember the exact num-
ber of collisions at the intersection since 
they moved in, she says it could be close 
to 100. "If I had to estimate, I would say 
maybe a half dozen a year, but again, I 
don't know how accurate that is. But a 
lot." Anyone who has driven in the area 
understands how odd and confusing it is, 
and there have been accidents in multiple 
locations there, including turning onto 
Oxford Road 24 from Punkeydoodles 
Avenue. "There's more than one prob-
lem out there," adds Snyder.

By Lee Griffi

The Hockey Canada Board of Directors has 
announced important changes to Hockey 
Canada’s leadership team. Effective immedi-
ately, it announced the departure of chief ex-
ecutive officer Scott Smith. The entire Board 
has also agreed to step down to make room 
for a new slate of directors.

An interim management committee will be 
put in place, which will guide the organiza-
tion until no later than a newly constituted 
Board appoints a new CEO to lead the orga-
nization.

Recognizing the urgent need for new lead-
ership and perspectives, the entire Board of 
Directors announced it will step aside and 
pursuant to Hockey Canada’s By-Laws, the 
Board will ask its Members to select a new 
slate of directors by no later than the forth-
coming virtual election scheduled for De-
cember 17. The Board will not seek re-elec-
tion and will fulfill its fiduciary duties until 
such time as a new Board is elected.

Hockey Canada is seeking board candidates 
to shape the future of the organization. We 
encourage qualified individuals to respond 
to the call for nominations issued by the in-
dependent Nominating Committee last week.

The interim Management Committee will 
focus on day-to-day operations and ensure 
progress on the implementation of Hockey 
Canada’s Action Plan, including reviewing 
and working with the Board and Members 
towards the full implementation of the in-
dependent governance review recommenda-
tions from The Honourable Thomas Crom-
well, C.C., former Supreme Court Justice as 
well as working to facilitate the effective 
transition to a new CEO and Board.

Hockey Canada will continue to provide 
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Punkeydoodle Corners resident Shannon Roth Snyder stands on her driveway showing just how close she and her family live to the 
scene of a fatal accident on Saturday night, October 15. Snyder and many other area residents are calling for immediate safety improve-
ments after dozens of accidents at the intersection over the years. (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)
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public updates on these important chang-
es as well as the continued work towards 
implementing its ongoing Action Plan.

That is the statement released recently by 
Hockey Canada as the sport’s governing 
body finally pulled the trigger on cleaning 
house. Locally, Tavistock Minor Hockey 
President Jason Murray says there real-
ly hasn’t been much come out about it. “I 
feel that here we are fairly isolated from 
what’s going on there. I think, if anything, 
it is a good reminder that we need to make 
sure we are respecting people, watching 
out for each other, and taking good care of 
these kids we are responsible for.”

There are always challenges at the start 
of every new minor hockey season, but 
one seems to be standing out the last few 
years as the number of referees contin-
ues to decline. Murray says their single 
biggest task this season will be finding 

enough officials to work every game. “The 
entire OMHA is dealing with a shortage. 
I’ve been indirectly speaking with some 
of our groups, the U15’s and 18’s, and just 
saying hey, consider reffing. Especially 
those kids who aren’t playing anymore.” 
Currently, Tavistock has a total of five ref-
erees registered with the association and 
just one of them is under the age of 30. 
A new 17-year-old official has registered, 
which is encouraging. Murray himself, 
busy enough being president and working 
full-time as a human resources profes-
sional says he is considering getting his 
certification just to be able to help out. “I 
don’t have much spare time, but I certain-
ly don’t have time to see games cancelled 
because we couldn’t get a ref. You can 
only be in so many places at once, and all 
these referees are working pretty steady. 
How do we attract new referees?” Tavis-
tock regularly asks for help with officials 
from New Hamburg, Stratford, and other 
nearby areas. Referees are paid 61 cents 

a kilometer for mileage, an added expense 
to the association.

The OMHA has done very little over the 
years in an attempt to attract and retain 
current referees, and many locals who 
have been around minor hockey for years 
complain there seems to be little atten-
tion paid to small-town hockey these days. 
Murray says they are looking at new ways 
to raise money. “The OMHA has removed 
our ability to raise funds through our 
games with gate fees. They have reduced 
the OMHA playoffs to tournaments. We 
are trying to come up with new and inno-
vative ways to raise funds to make sure mi-
nor hockey remains affordable,” he adds. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available 
with Tavistock Minor Hockey, but Murray 
says numbers is a bit of an issue on their 
volunteer board. “Unfortunately, we had a 
few of our executive members step down 
unexpectedly for personal reasons, but 
they were the people who were managing 

the coordination of sponsorships.” Murray 
adds he would like to see some younger 
people step up and volunteer and hope-
fully stick around for a while. He’s also 
looking for people to give their time with-
out the commitment of being an executive 
member. “We are trying to expand to have 
more sizeable groups for committees and 
sub-committees to have things function 
without the executive having to be every-
body and everything.”

On a positive note, hockey is back for 2022-
23 without masks and without having to 
show proof of vaccine at the door. Mur-
ray says he’s also keen on the many new 
mentors in the organization this season. 
“The schedules are out now, so we have 
lots of games coming up and lots of ice 
time along with energetic young coaches. 
I’m thrilled and excited that we have some 
of these younger minor hockey graduates 
coming in to teach our kids. There is some 
really good talent there.”  
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Carrying On in the Wake of the Hockey Canada Turmoil

Outgoing Wilmot Mayor and former 
Waterloo Region Police officer Les 
Armstrong says these accidents should 
never happen, and he believes driver er-
ror has become the biggest issue when it 
comes to collisions as a whole. "We spend 
so much time trying to figure out how to 
protect people from themselves instead 
of taking the time to protect themselves. 
Defensive driving, being alert, I don't 
think that's taught as well as it should 
be. There is so much more traffic these 
days everywhere." He adds speeding has 
also become a huge societal issue, even 
by people driving too fast in their own 
neighbourhoods.

Snyder, however, disagrees with 
Armstrong saying while poor driving may 
be a partial factor, by no means is it the 
main one. "You can't blame it all on driver 
error. That's what frustrates me. Out of all 
the people we see blowing through that 
stop sign, there is a problem that they 
aren't seeing it. If I stay and work from 
home during the day, I hear a lot of honk-
ing so there are near collisions happen-
ing as well. My husband thinks that when 
people come down Oxford Road 5 there is 
a stop sign beside our place and also one 
further ahead at the corner. I've heard it 
often said that people aren't seeing the 
first one since their attention is drawn to 
the second one."

Heidi Wagler lives towards Highway 8 
and operates Punkeydoodle Produce. 
She has been a vocal critic at the lack 
of any traffic improvements in the area 
and she was even featured on the front 
page of the KW Record in March of 2021 
talking about the dangers. She has also 
written letters to the three area mayors in 
the past. "I did get responses from (Don 
McKay in EZT and Rhonda Ehgoetz from 
Perth East), but Wilmot's Les Armstrong 

didn't respond. My letter was encourag-
ing them to get together to discuss the is-
sue." Wagler says nothing was ever done. 
"McKay said he was willing to be a part 
of a meeting but was I supposed to book 
a date?" The Gazette reached out to the 
outgoing EZT Mayor for comment but did 
not hear back by press time.

A big part of the problem seems to be 
the shared political responsibility in the 
area where you have Perth East, Wilmot 
Township and East Zorra-Tavistock all 
involved. "Maybe people's attention isn't 
being drawn to it because it is so split. 
When there is an accident, sometimes 
it's Perth OPP, sometimes Oxford, and 
sometimes Waterloo Regional Police. The 
fact it's right on the line doesn't mean it 
doesn't have to be fixed, and now some-
one has lost their life," says Snyder, who 
adds she and her husband have always 
predicted a fatality would occur. "We've 
been shocked it hasn't happened already. 
A lot of these collisions have been pretty 
hard. And now it's sad that it finally has. 
Instead of the townships trying to fix this 
problem, these accidents keep happening. 
And all these drivers are being charged 
for running the sign, but there is obvious-
ly a bigger problem here for it to be hap-
pening so often."

Another frustration for Snyder is that 
quick and easy safety enhancements ar-
en't being made that could help prevent 
some collisions. "Absolutely nothing is 
being done. There could be lights added 
to the stop signs. There is not even any 
sort of a traffic slowdown in front of our 
house in terms of a speed limit. That 
hasn't happened. There are three houses 
right there. You could do a four-way stop. 
It could be an inconvenience to us but in 
the grand scheme of things, that doesn't 
matter. It's about saving lives."

Snyder recalls an accident a few years ago 

where a car ended up in her driveway, and 
she finds herself questioning if she and 
her family should stay in their home. "Is 
it too dangerous for us to even live here? 
We love it and the community but deal-
ing with these accidents? My 14-year-old 
daughter was home alone and went out 
to check on those in the accident. She is 
traumatized." She adds neighbours are 
banding together in the hope change will 
come. "For now, for something like this 
to happen to members of our own com-
munity, there has been a lot of discussion 
for change. We can't continue to see this 
happen. We want to make sure people are 
held accountable."

Along with the joint political responsi-
bility in the area comes shared police 
enforcement. Wagler says she has had 
discussions with Perth County OPP over 
the years, and one officer suggested a 
camera at the intersection but at the cost 
of a neighbour. "I asked if police could 
provide it. He said no, as it was already in 
use at another high-risk intersection and 
that it may be best if the Snyder's could 
invest in one." Wagler feels a lack of po-
lice enforcement is an issue, and she adds 
the exact location of an accident dictates 
which police force and paramedic crew is 
called out. She also realizes that change 
won't come cheap. "We all know that it is 
going to be an expensive thing to try and 
install a roundabout or whatever needs to 
be done. But when it's people's lives that 
are being lost, my goodness. It's not one 
county that has to pay for it. It's a shared 
thing. I know the complexity of it."

Wagler says she asked the Perth OPP if 
they connect with the Oxford OPP, and 
they don't. "It's difficult to get statistics on 
the total number of accidents in the area 
as a result." She adds she is getting calls 
from area residents willing to sit on a 
committee to pull all the parties together 

to work toward a solution.

Rhonda Ehgoetz is the current Perth East 
Mayor who is running for re-election. She 
says she is willing to sit down and have a 
conversation, but there are many players 
who need to join in. "Those are all coun-
ty roads. Perth East could be at the table, 
and I would be also, but the county would 
need to be there as well. Maybe we can 
bring the OPP into it, too, so we can all 
understand where things are at." Ehgoetz 
says she isn't sure how much information 
police share together with each other, but 
she says the township goes by what sta-
tistics the police do provide."

Armstrong says something should be done 
about safety in the Punkeydoodles area, 
but it won't be an easy task. "The problem 
is you have three municipalities who have 
to work together. What happened on the 
weekend, it should drive people to work 
together, but you aren't just dealing with 
the Township of Wilmot, you are dealing 
with the Region of Waterloo as well. It's 
the same with Perth and Oxford, and they 
are county roads."

Local resident Carrie Scheuerman has 
started a petition at https://www.change.
org/p/punkeydoodles-corners-road-cor-
ridor-management. "It has been less 
than three years since my family, and I 
moved to Wilmot near the highway and 
Punkeydoodles Corners intersection. 
Since residing here, there have been 
countless accidents, injuries, and fatali-
ties. I would like to bring a strong petition 
forward for changing and developing a 
safer corridor through the unincorporat-
ed hamlet. Primarily to the Township of 
Wilmot. The municipal boundaries of East 
Zorra - Tavistock and Perth East do strad-
dle the area, Wilmot must take initiative 
to change. There should never again be a 
death on this section of highway."

More Calls for Improvements at Local Intersection 
After Another Fatality 
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NEWS —

Single vehicle collision in Wilmot

A vehicle and guy wire was damaged after a single vehi-
cle collision in Wilmot.

On October 13 at about 12:45 a.m., the Waterloo Region-
al Police Service (WRPS) were called to the area of Ar-
nold Street and Victoria Street after receiving a report 
of a single motor vehicle collision.

The driver lost control of the vehicle at the bend in the 
road and struck a hydro pole guy wire. There were no 
reported physical injuries. The vehicle had moderate 
damage and the guy wire was damaged.

Motorcycle and power tools stolen near Hickson

A police investigation is underway after power tools and 
a motorcycle was stolen from a property on Zorra-East 
Zorra-Tavistock Line in Zorra Township.

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice received a report of a break-and-enter at about 5:50 
p.m. on October 11. The investigation determined that 
unknown(s) attended the property sometime overnight 
and gained access to several buildings. A quantity of 
power tools and a motorcycle were removed.

The stolen motorcycle is described as a black coloured 
2004 Honda CBR. Anyone with information about this 
ongoing investigation is asked to contact the Oxford 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Those who wish to remain anonymous can leave an on-
line Crime Stoppers tip at www.oxfordcrimestoppers.
com or call 1-800-222-8477.

Assault charge laid in Perth East

A 24-year-old was charged with assault after an incident 
in Perth East on October 10.

Just after 7 a.m., the Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) responded to an incident that took place at 
an address on Line 34. The victim was transported to a 
local hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.

As a result, a 24-year-old man from South Huron was 
charged with “assault causing bodily harm,” and “fail to 
comply with probation order.”

The accused was released from custody and is sched-
uled to appear before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to contact the Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. Those who wish to remain anonymous can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an anony-
mous online message at www.hpcrimestoppers.com.

Wellesley man suffered serious injuries after collision

A 53-year-old Wellesley man sustained serious injuries 
after a two-vehicle collision in Wellesley Township on 
October 10.

At about 2:30 p.m., emergency services responded to 
reports of a motor vehicle collision in the area of Mans-
er Road and Schummer Line. The initial investigation 
determined that a car travelling north on Manser Road 
crossed the centre line and struck a motorcycle travel-
ling south.

The driver of the motorcycle, a 53-year-old Wellesley 
man, was airlifted to an out-of-region hospital with seri-
ous injuries. The driver of the car, a 24-year-old Oakville 

man, reported no physical injuries.

The investigation remains ongoing by members of the 
Waterloo Regional Police Service’s (WRPS) Traffic Unit 
and charges are pending.

Manser Road was closed for about six hours for the in-
vestigation and has since reopened.

Anyone that may have witnessed this collision, or any-
one with dash-cam footage, is encouraged to contact po-
lice at 519-570-9777 extension 8856.

Driver arrested at RIDE checkpoint in Perth East

A 38-year-old Perth East resident was charged at a Re-
duce Impaired Driving Everywhere (RIDE) checkpoint 
in the Township of Perth East.

Police said that upon speaking with a driver who en-
tered the checkpoint, it became clear that the driver had 
consumed an alcoholic beverage, at which time a road-
side screening device was administered. The driver was 
arrested for impaired operation and transported to a lo-
cal operations centre for more testing.

The 38-year-old Perth East man was charged with “op-
eration while impaired - blood alcohol concentration 
(80 plus). A seven-day vehicle impoundment was initi-
ated. The accused has been released and is scheduled to 
appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a 
later date to answer to the charge.

Anyone who suspects that someone is driving while 
their ability to operate a motor vehicle is impaired is 
encouraged to call police at 911 to report it.

Anyone with information about these incidents should 
immediately contact the Perth County OPP or Crime 
Stoppers.

NEWS BRIEFS

Local landmark goes missing in Wellesley
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Staff

Anyone who goes for walks around 
the village of Wellesley may recog-
nize “Hank,” an outdoor mower of-
ten seen moving around his prop-
erty. Hank was stolen from its own-
er’s property at 1070 Henry Street, 
at the corner of Henry Street and 
Catherine, by the Wellesley Public 
School schoolyard. 

Owner CJ Sims posted in a Ladies 
of Wellesley Facebook group, add-
ing he was taken from the prop-
erty at some point on Wednesday, 
October 12 between 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. He was last seen taking a 
nap within his boundaries, near 
the edge of the property line, after 
trash pickup but before recycling 
pickup.

Hank is unusable by anyone other 
than his owner, who would great-
ly appreciate his return. A $50 re-
ward is being offered for his safe 
return - with no questions asked, 
so long as the owner can verified 
that it is, indeed, Hank. 

“Hank is a local landmark and 
tourist attraction,” commented 
Hillary Marg, a local resident. “I 
don’t know how I will get my fam-
ily to make the drive to Wellesley 
without him. Fingers crossed for a 
safe return.”

Area recycling facilities are on 
the lookout, and the owners have 
made inquiries with the Region 
of Waterloo Waste Management 
recycling team. The possibility of 
“prank by owner’s friends” has not 
been ruled out, but multiple in-
quiries have been made and that 
seems highly unlikely at this point, 
said Sims. 

“While we are still open to the 
possibility that “Hank” may have 
been picked up in error by one of 
the local scrapper folks, intention-
al theft is also a possibility,” said 
Sims in her post. 

If you happen to have Hank or 
know anything about his disap-
pearance, please contact Kollegiate 
Lawn Care at 519-742-4770 and 
ask to speak with Rob. This is the model of “Hank,” the auto mower that has gone missing in Wellesley. 
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Total lunar eclipse on November 8

In the early morning hours of 
November 8, North America 
will witness the last total lunar 
eclipse of the year. This amaz-
ing sky show will play out with 
Eastern, Atlantic and Newfound-
land time zones seeing most of 
the event until moonset. The rest 
of North America will enjoy the 
late but spectacular show. This is 
a very safe event as the full Bea-
ver moon (full moon for Novem-
ber) will pass through the earth’s 
shadow for a maximum of three 
hours and forty minutes.

Eclipses do not occur each 
month, due to the slight tilt of the 
moon’s orbit around earth. Some 
months the full or new moon is 
positioned above or below the 
earth’s shadow cast into space. 
There are a few times each year 
when the Sun, Earth and Moon 
line up to give us a solar or lunar 
eclipse. Each can be partially or 
totally covered. Throughout an-
tiquity, the “Blood Moon” was an 
omen of the impending doom of 
war or even demons. Supersti-
tion ruled the skies in the early 
days.

The reddish or brownish-orange 
tinge of the lunar surface seen 

during totality is caused by the 
solar rays refracting through the 
earth’s atmosphere, much like 
we see spectacular red sunsets 
at night. The next lunar eclipse 
will only be a slight partial of 
12% on October 28, 2023, visible 
from the Atlantic provinces. The 
next total eclipse which all of 
North America can witness will 
be on March 14, 2025.

Eclipse times are:

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
5:39 a.m. Moon enters the earth’s 
shadow.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 6:46 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 6:51 a.m. The 
eclipse moon begins to set in the 
west.

Total lunar eclipse ends: Moon 
ready set.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 
Moon ready set.

Atlantic Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
5:09 a.m. Moon enters the earth’s 
shadow.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 6:16 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 6:59 a.m. The 
eclipse moon begins to set in the 
west.

Total lunar eclipse ends: Moon 
ready set.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 
Moon ready set.

Eastern Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
4:09 a.m. Moon enters the earth’s 
shadow.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 5:16 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 5:59 a.m. Mid-
point of the eclipse.

Total lunar eclipse ends: 6:41 
a.m. Moon begins to leave the 
shadow as it sets in the west.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 
Moon ready set.

Central Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
3:09 a.m. Moon enters the earth’s 
shadow.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 4:16 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 4:59 a.m. Mid-
point of the eclipse.

Total lunar eclipse ends: 5:41 
a.m. Moon begins to leave the 

shadow.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 6:49 
a.m. Moon exits earth’s shadow.

Mountain Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
2:09 a.m. Moon enters the earth’s 
shadow.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 3:16 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 3:59 a.m. Mid-
point of the eclipse.

Total lunar eclipse ends: 4:41 
a.m. Moon begins to leave the 
shadow.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 5:49 
a.m. Moon exits earth’s shadow.

Pacific Time

Partial umbral eclipse begins: 
1:09 a.m. Moon will rise as the 
eclipse begins.

Total lunar eclipse begins: 2:16 
a.m. Moon turns dark orange or 
red.

Greatest eclipse: 2:59 a.m. Mid-
point of the eclipse.

Total lunar eclipse ends: 3:41 
a.m. Moon begins to leave the 
shadow.

Partial umbral eclipse ends: 4:49 
a.m. Moon exits earth’s shadow.

Known as “The Backyard As-
tronomer,” Gary Boyle is an as-
tronomy educator, guest speaker 
and monthly columnist for the 
Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada as well as a STEM edu-
cator. He has been interviewed 
on more than 55 Canadian ra-
dio stations as well as television 
across Canada and the U.S. In 
recognition of his public out-
reach in astronomy, the Interna-
tional Astronomical Union has 
honoured him with the naming 
of Asteroid (22406) Garyboyle. 
Follow him on Twitter: @astro-
educator, Facebook and his web-
site: www.wondersofastronomy.
com.

By Gary Boyle
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COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

It was a busy day on Saturday, October 15 
for the Shantz Mennonite Church family, 
when after many years of planning and 
dedication by the church congregation, 
the public was able to see the beautiful 
finished product, north of Baden in the 
heart of Waterloo County.

Close to 250 interested area residents 
were able to see the inside of the church 
they had passed by during construction, 
since the ground breaking in May of 2020.

Church officials said “their vision was to 
boldly embrace the financial gifts given 
to their bequest fund by Harold and Enid 
Schmidt, longtime church members and 
farmers from the Baden area.” They strove 

to examine the values that characterized 
the community and to represent them in 
the new building. They wanted everyone 
to feel a sense of openness and welcoming 
to their new church facility.

In speaking with church council chair, 
Janice Beam and her husband Jeff, “the 
building of the new church was not a 
quick process, and the congregation took 
a big leap of faith and proceeded during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.” Many times, 
they were hit by roadblocks and many 
times were on their knees in prayer, when 
they stepped back and re-evaluated. They 
agreed that, without all the challenges, it 
could have been a much different church.

The design team, comprised of church 

members, made decisions and recommen-
dations about the interior and exterior 
aesthetics, from pews to walls to millwork 
to flooring. The aim of the decision was to 
create a bright, warm, welcoming back-
drop to a space intended for community, 
hospitality, gathering and worship to be 
adopted for various events, purposes or 
functions.

Visitors to the open house had to be im-
pressed with the environmental sustain-
ability and the well-being of those who 
will occupy the new church building in the 
future. These included solar panels on the 
church roof to generate electricity, geo-
thermal heating and cooling, rain water 
is collected in an underground tank and 
stored for flushing toilets, energy efficient 

kitchen appliances, LED lighting with mo-
tion detectors and automatic shut off, and 
wool carpet (natural - fire resistant) on 
acoustic panels in the gym to name a few.

The sanctuary size and capacity are ap-
proximately for 200 parishioners and the 
fellowship hall capacity will seat close to 
300 people for a sit-down meal. 182 so-
lar panels have been installed on the roof 
with a net metering solar system. There is 
23,000 ft.² in total and the lot size is 5.187 
acres. Shantz Mennonite church was es-
tablished in 1840 and with this new mod-
ernized facility to be used by everyone in 
the area and not just church members, it 
will be welcoming many area residents for 
decades to come.

The new and ultra modern Shantz Mennonite Church

An outside look at the new Shantz Mennonite Church, north of Baden, and south of Wellesley. The new library at the newly opened Shantz Mennonite Church.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The planting roots greening program is back this year in 
Wellesley Township. Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
October 22nd and Saturday, October 29th, starting at 8 
a.m. and until supplies last (12 p.m.). 

Trees will be available for free to residents of Wellesley 
Township at the administrative office at 4639 Lobsinger 
Line in Crosshill. Residents are asked to bring identifi-
cation to show they live in or own property in Wellsley 
Township. 

About 600 trees will be available on each day, and the 
species are Norway Spruce, Sugar Maple, Red Maple and 
White Oak. All four should fit in most standard sizes ve-
hicles - the maple and oak trees are about five to seven 
feet tall, while the white spruce is two to three feet tall.

Residential properties can receive up to three free trees 
to plant on their own property, while farm properties can 
receive up to five free trees for their property. Some of the 
benefits include erosion protection, reduced carbon foot-
print, noise control, improved air quality, and providing 
wildlife habitat. 

The program is initiated by the Township of Wellesley with 
support from the Grand River Conservation Authority to 
increase the number of trees within the Township. 

Planting roots greening program back in Wellesley
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By Veronica Reiner

After a multi-vehicle collision in Baden 
last week, a candidate for Ward Three in 
Wilmot Township is bringing up concerns 
about the intersection at Gingerich and 
Sandhills roads.

The incident occurred on October 13 at 
about 8:15 a.m. - the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service were called to the area for 
reports of a collision involving two vehi-
cles. There were minor physical injuries 
reported. As a result of the investigation, 
one of the drivers was charged with dis-
obeying a stop sign.

Gary Mosburger lives on Stiefelmeyer 
Crescent, and worked as a firefighter in 
Baden for about 27 years. He said that his-
torically this intersection has not been a 
“really big problem.”

“With the closure of Snyder’s Road from 
the last number of years because of the 
construction that’s being done, a great deal 
of traffic is having to be detoured around 
the town in order to get people where they 
need to be,” said Mosburger.

In addition to increased traffic volumes, 
the visibility for drivers at the intersec-
tion is not ideal. Just before the intersec-
tion, part of Gingerich Road stretches out 
onto a curve. The contrast of speed limits 
on each road is also an issue, added Mos-
burger.

“We’re talking about people who are driv-
ing on a very slow street, which is Sand-
hills Road, trying to cross over an 80 kilo-
metre an hour zone,” he said.

There have been several serious collisions 
at this intersection over the past year. In 
late May, two 29-year-old men were air-
lifted to out-of-region hospitals after their 
two vehicles collided - a Ford F150 and a 
white Lincoln SUV.

In late July, a pickup truck and a motor-

cycle collided at this intersection. The 
68-year-old motorcycle rider was trans-
ported to the hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries while the 
65-year-old truck driver was not injured.

These types of high-speed accidents will 
forever change people’s lives, said Mos-

burger.

“It can’t be understated the severity of this 
situation,” he said. “It doesn’t appear that 
the Region of Waterloo have any signifi-
cant interest in listening to anybody who 
actually lives in Wilmot Township.”

He suggested the installation of a four-way 
stop as an example of one way to reduce 
the severity of incidents at the collisions, 
and pointed to the four-way stop installed 
at Erb’s and Sandhills roads.

“Over many years of responding as a 
Baden firefighter to that intersection for 
collisions, I’ve seen some very horrific 
incidents occur there,” said Mosburger, 
referring to the Erb’s and Sandhills inter-
section.

“Now they have a four-way stop there - 
that doesn’t necessarily mean motor ve-
hicle accidents have reduced - they may 
have - but what I can tell you is that the 
severity of those incidents is much less. 
You’re dealing with fender benders in-
stead of high-speed collisions. This is the 
same kind of thing that would make a 
huge difference here.”

The matter would have to be taken up 
at the regional level, as Gingerich Road, 
from Foundry Street to Snyder’s Road 
West, is considered a regional road, while 
Sandhills Road is a township road.

Mosburger added that there is plenty of 
community support surrounding this is-
sue.

After collision, Wilmot Ward Three candidate brings up 
traffic safety concerns for the intersection of Gingerich 
and Sandhills roads

A two-vehicle collision occurred at the intersection of Gingerich and Sandhills roads the 
morning of October 13. There were minor injuries reports, and one of the drivers was 
charged with disobeying a stop sign. (Photo credit: Gary Mosburger)

By Canada Safety Council

The advent of social media has made it easier than ever 
to share information – both a blessing and a curse. While 
information is more readily accessible to us than at any 
other point in history, it also brings the side effect that 
misinformation is just as accessible.

Worse, in many cases — and especially within the context 
of COVID-19 and the continuing push for vaccination, 
messages are not so easily discernable from one another 
for those seeking to confirm an existing belief rather than 
weigh the balance of information.

To mark National School Safety Week, October 17 – 23, 
the Canada Safety Council seeks to help teachers and 
educators cut through the noise and deliver credible, 
well-researched information to children who may other-
wise lack the ability to seek it out themselves.

“Regardless of choice in terms of the use of vaccina-
tion, the evidence within the scientific community is 
overwhelming clear that it works.” said Gareth Jones, 
President and CEO of the Canada Safety Council. “A high 
vaccination rate is among the main reasons why schools 
have been operating in-person as opposed to virtually, 

and the resulting impact at an individual level and more 
broadly with communities in Canada and around the 
world cannot be overstated.”

Elmer Vaccination and Awareness Program

A familiar face in schools across Canada, Elmer the Safety 
Elephant is back to share information on vaccines – how 
they work, why they work, and what anxieties can be ad-
dressed through research and data. While the presenta-
tion discusses vaccines as a whole, there is a particular 
focus on COVID-19 and its global impacts.

This program, developed in partnership with the Public 
Health Agency of Canada, is targeted at the Primary (gr. 
1-3), Junior (gr. 4-6) and Intermediate (gr. 7-8) levels. The 
language in each level of the program is adapted to best 
reach the child in a language they can easily understand.

The Canada Safety Council firmly believes in science, in 
data, and in using the best tools available to keep as much 
of the population safe from harm as possible. These best 
tools include vaccines.

Program materials are available for teachers across 
Canada to use and include a video presentation, accom-
panying teacher guide, a psychological and social appen-
dix, and various posters for display in the school. The 
program is entirely optional, voluntary, and is available 
on the Canada Safety Council website. 

Elmer Vaccination Education and Awareness 
Program now available



7Thursday, October 20, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Sustainable growth while 
protecting our environment

Endorsements for Cheryl
“I’m endorsing Cheryl because 
she’s already shown she’s 
prepared to work hard in the role.” 
Al Fisher

“Her approach and her knowledge 
are what our community needs for 
the challenges ahead.”  
Kevin Thomason

“Cheryl Gordijk possesses all the 
best characteristics of a politician 
who is in it for the people she 
represents.” Ann Dube

“Cheryl is a positive and strong 
voice in the community.”  
Erin Coccimiglio

“Cheryl is not afraid to dig-in and 
put in significant effort when 
people need her to be there.” 
Aaron Fewkes

By Lee Griffi

Hickson and Tavistock will each have 
brand new crosswalks improving public 
safety in both communities. Construction 
is imminent and is expected to be com-
pleted sometime in November. 

The Hickson crosswalk will be on Lovey’s 
Street, right at the public school, while 
Tavistock’s will be at the intersection of 
Woodstock Street North and Jacob Street. 

Frank Gross is Oxford County’s Manager 
of Transportation & Waste Management 

Services, and he says there is a process 
when it comes to deciding where a new 
crosswalk should go. “We undertake a pe-
destrian study to see if the volumes meet 
the warrants for controlled crossings as 
per the Ontario Traffic Manual.” 

“Typically, we get feedback from residents 
and/or staff from area municipalities but 
typically that there might be a need for a 
controlled crossing at a specific location, 
so that’s when we undertake the study.” 

“In Tavistock, residents raised concerns. 

In Hickson, when we completed the Speed 
Management and Road Safety Review in 
2020, that was one of the comments we re-
ceived was that a controlled crossing was 
needed for students going to school.” 

The work has been awarded to a contrac-
tor, and it is part of the 2022 capital budget, 
and construction is scheduled to start in 
Hickson this week. “The work will include 
extending the sidewalk on the north side 
of the road all the way down to the school. 
That will be in the reduced speed school 
zone where a crossing guard is on duty, so 

the crosswalk provides another safety ele-
ment.” He adds Tavistock will soon follow. 
“They are just waiting for some materials 
and are making sure they have everything 
in place before they remove the existing 
sidewalk. We hope to have them complet-
ed by mid-November.”  

Each crosswalk will have curb-mounted 
signs with rapid flashing beacons. “They 
are push-button activated, so pedestrians 
activate the flashing lights before they 
cross. Once traffic has stopped, they can 
proceed to cross safely,” adds Gross. 

A Pair of Pedestrian Crosswalks Coming to EZT 

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A 41-year-old man from Wellesley 
Township is facing multiple charges af-
ter a report of an incident in Wilmot 
Township.

On October 16, 2022, at about 7:25 p.m., 
the Waterloo Regional Police Service 

received a report of a disturbance in the 
area of Notre Dame Drive and Deerfield 
Avenue.

The victim was sitting in a parked vehi-
cle when they were approached by an un-
known male brandishing a knife. Officers 
arrived in the area and found the man. 

As a result of the investigation, a 41-year-
old Wellesley Township male was arrested 
and charged with:

Assault with a Weapon

Mischief Under $5,000

Breach of Court Order

The male was held for a bail hearing. 
There were no physical injuries reported 
as a result of the incident.

Anyone who witnessed the incident, or has 
information in connection to the incident, 
is asked to contact police at 519-570-9777 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

41-year-old Wellesley man arrested after 
disturbance in Wilmot

A new crosswalk will be coming to Tavistock at the intersection of Woodstock Street North and Jacob Street.
The new Hickson crosswalk will be on Lovey’s Street, right 
at the public school.
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The Tavistock and District Historical Society
Presents

Mark Louden
Professor of German Linguistics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
author of the book “Pennsylvania Dutch: The Story of an American Language”

“What did the Founding Families Speak?
Tracing the Roots of Tavistock Deitsch”

Saturday October 22, 2022 at 1:30 pm

In Zion Hall, Grace United Church,
116 Woodstock St South, Tavistock

A TDHS Speaker Series presentation

The Tavistock and District Historical Society Presents

Professor of German Linguistics at the University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison and author of the book 

“Pennsylvania Dutch: The Story of an American Language”

A TDHS Speaker Series presentation
All Welcome – Admission Free

Mark Louden 

“What did the Founding Families Speak?
Tracing the Roots of Tavistock Deitsch”

Sat. October 22 
at 1:30 pm

In Zion Hall, Grace 
United Church,

116 Woodstock St 
South, Tavistock

arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES

NEW HAMBURG
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By Veronica Reiner

The Wilmot Horticultural Society, through 
their Let’s Tree Wilmot initiative, received 
$163,000 from the federal government.

Member of Parliament for Kitchen-
er-Conestoga Tim Louis, on behalf of Jon-
athan Wilkinson, Minister of Natural Re-
sources, made the announcement in Mann-
heim at Anna Tuerr Park on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15. The announcement took place at 
the same time as a Let’s Tree Wilmot plant-
ing event, which Louis joined in on.

“I am proud to join the volunteers of Let’s 
Tree Wilmot to do my part and get my 
hands dirty,” said Louis. “I’m pleased to an-
nounce over $163,000 in federal support 
to keep this important work going. We are 
using the power of nature to cut pollution, 
clean our air, and make our communities 
more resilient. What we plant today is for 
the future of our children and grandchil-
dren.” 

Let’s Tree Wilmot will plant 2,600 trees on 
3.9 hectares of public land over the course 
of a year. To prepare for planting, the group 
is developing training for township staff, 
volunteers, and the general public on prop-
er tree care techniques. 

Public education efforts, including work-
shops, public talks and locally produced 
videos, will encourage local property own-
ers to grow more native trees on their 
property while also equipping them to care 
for their trees properly.

Let’s Tree Wilmot will also examine ways to 
maintain the planted trees, such as through 

a drip irrigation system. They also plan to 
conduct a floodplain study in New Ham-
burg, in partnership with Tri-County Men-

nonite Homes. 

“We look forward to implementing many 
of the programs on education, promotions, 

purchasing trees, equipment and much 
more,” said Let’s Tree Wilmot member Mar-
lene Knezevich. “One partnership is with 
Nith Valley Eco Boosters for educational 
activities related to trees.” 

She thanked Let’s Tree Wilmot Project 
Committee Chair Dean Peachey, who sub-
mitted the application and did all the work 
associated with the grant. This marks the 
first time that Let’s Tree Wilmot has re-
ceived a grant of this scale. 

“We thought, ‘oh, we’ll apply for it, but we’ll 
never get it,’” said Marlene, of this grant. “It 
was a real pleasure to actually receive it.”

Let’s Tree Wilmot is also developing a 
small-scale nursery, which will contribute 
to their plans for planting larger tracts of 
land in the future.

The Government of Canada gave money 
to this project through the 2 Billion Trees 
program, which supports tree-planting 
projects with the aim of planting two bil-
lion trees over 10 years to advance the 
nature-based solutions needed to get to 
net-zero emissions by 2050.

“The 2 Billion Trees funding will ele-
vate Let’s Tree Wilmot to a new level of 
tree-planting and educational projects in 
partnership with Wilmot Township, Water-
loo Region and non-profit organizations,” 
said Peachey. “The funding is a tribute to 
the incredible work our volunteers have al-
ready done, and we could not have reached 
this point without the phenomenal support 
from Wilmot Township Councillors and 
staff.”

Let’s Tree Wilmot receives $163,000 from the 
federal government

From the left, Marlene Knezevich, Chair LTW; Tim Louis, MP; Sandy Jackson, Director of 
Parks, Facilities and Recreations of Wilmot Township; Dean Peachey LTW Project Commit-
tee Chair: Cody Edy, Supervisor of Parks and Facilities. 
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The Pumpkin King and Queen of Perth County 
near Shakespeare

By Gary West

It’s been a yearly trip, every 12 months, to 
east of Shakespeare on Highway 7&8, to 
explore the front yard of Jean and Richard 
Smelski’s farm, where there are hundreds 
of pumpkins waiting to find new homes.

Some area pumpkin growers say they 
have had a disappointing year in a less 
than robust crop, but the Smelski’s say 
it’s been one of their best crops in years. 
Richard knows that his irrigation system 
worked to their advantage when it was the 

driest July and August this area has had in 
recent memory. He also stated that start-
ing with high quality pumpkin seed also 
makes for a better crop when harvest rolls 
around. Weed control is also a key factor.

The couple has been placing gourds, 

squash and both orange and white pump-
kins on their front lawn for more years 
than they can remember, but always look 
forward to this time of year when area 
residents like to add a little colour to their 
front yards and porches.

The pumpkin field showing a bumper crop where Richard says they usually sell out by 
Halloween.

Perth County’s pumpkin king and queen, Richard and Jean Smelski, are shown welcoming 
visitors to their sea of orange on their Shakespeare area farm.

120 trees planted at Anna Tuerr Park in Mannheim

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

About 40 visitors made it out to a Let’s 
Tree Wilmot event on Saturday, October 
15, where the group planted about 120 
trees at Anna Tuerr Park in Mannheim.

Because the site was a former gravel pit, 
Wilmot Supervisor of Parks and Facilities 
Cody Eby dug holes with an auger during 
this event, which helped to speed up the 
planting process.

“With a shovel, with all the stones and 
gravel, it would have been difficult,” 

said Let’s Tree Wilmot member Marlene 
Knezevich. “In some places, you couldn’t 
even get the shovel in.”

Some of the holes made by the au-
ger were a bit too large to fit the trees, 
so some spaces were filled in by volun-
teers with soil. The group planted, then 
mulched, from around 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
The Optimist Club of Mannheim helped 
to support the tree planting. In addition 
to the park planting, Let’s Tree Wilm-
ot volunteers also planted about 12 tree 
shrubs right at Bleams Road and Knech-

tel Court.

“The Mannheim Optimist Club has a pol-
linator garden, and they wanted some 
trees put in there, so we put some ser-
viceberries in that area for them as well,” 
said Knezevich.

During the same event, Kitchener-Cones-
toga Member of Parliament Tim Louis 
announced a $163,000 donation to the 
Wilmot Horticultural Society. Marlene 
said that Louis had already signed up for 
the tree planting event before the group 

knew anything about the announcement.

“We were short of Tree Crew volunteers, 
who show volunteers how to plant trees 
and also plant and mulch. We asked 
him to be one for Saturday and he said 
yes,” said Marlene. “Last year, Tim had 
the highest attendance of any volunteer 
coming out to tree planting events. He is 
a great planter!”

The next Let’s Tree Wilmot planting will 
take place at the Wilmot Recreation Com-
plex on October 29 at about 9 a.m.

About 40 attendees made it out to Anna Tuerr Park in Mannheim on Saturday morning, October 15, for the Let’s Tree Wilmot planting. (Photo credit: Facebook/Optimist Club of Mannheim)
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BEULAH, Cressman (Snyder)
Passed away peaceful-
ly, early morning on 
Thanksgiving Day on 
October 10, 2022 at 
Nithview retirement home. 
Beulah resided in New 
Hamburg all of her life, 
and was born 98 years ago 
on February 25, 1924, to 
parents Effie and Zenus 
Snyder.

Beulah was predeceased 
by her loving husband Willard Cressman in 2014. 
They celebrated 58 wonderful years of marriage.

Beulah will be forever loved and cherished by her 
4 children, Gail Kromm (Volker), Stuart Cressman 
(Debbie), Nancy Koebel (Edward) and Tricia 
Cressman. She will be greatly missed by her 9 
grandchildren, Erika, Aaron (Cathy), Adrienne, 
Andrea (Ian), Elise (Paul), Michele, Stephanie, 
Krista (Matt), Heather (Dave) and Jonathan. 
Beulah will be fondly remembered by her 14 great 
grand children Lochlan, Keira, Maya, Hunter, 
Finn, Nola, Wavelry, Ronan, Merik, Sage, Dylan, 
Aryanah, Destiny, Ella and Logan.

Beulah was predeceased by her sisters Armenta 
Honsberger (Abner/Ralph), Mildred Regier 
(Jacob), Alice Snyder, and sisters in law Eloise 
Cressman (Zenus), Mabel Cressman, Erma Snyder 
(Orlan), and Survived by sister Nellie Martin 
(Willis). Also predeceased by her brother John 
Snyder, and brother in law Harold Cressman.

Beulah was a member of the Nith Valley 
Mennonite Church. She worked as a Teacher, be-
fore she got married and devoted herself to raise 
her 4 children. She worked at Klassen Bronze in 
New Hamburg, and then worked in the kitchen at 
NithView Retirement home until she retired.

In her senior years she loved to volunteer, and 
she enjoyed making quilts for her family and the 
Mennonite relief sale. She loved music, gardening, 
sewing, and spending time with her family.

Beulah was a bright light in the lives of those who 
knew her, and up until the end, was always mak-
ing people smile. She will be greatly missed, and 
cherished by so many.

Cremation has taken place. A memorial visitation 
and celebration of life will be held at the Nith 
Valley Mennonite Church on October 29th at 2 
pm at 1355 Bean Rd, New Hamburg. memorial 
visitation and reception will follow the service. 
Interment to follow service.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Mennonite Central Committee, Tri-County 
Mennonite Homes - Nithview Community or a 
charity of One's Choice and can be done through 
the funeral home.

Personal condolences and donation informa-
tion available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca 
Funeral arrangements entrusted to the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

OBITUARY
ZEHR, Elaine May (Hall)

Passed away peacefully at 
peopleCare Tavistock on 
October 12th, 2022. Born 
July 16th 1931, Elaine 
was predeceased by her 
parents, Victor and Ruby 
(Dennis) Hall. Also pre-
deceased by her husband 
Harley Zehr and her son 
Robert H. Zehr.

Survived by her daughter 
Judy and son in law Ken 

Green of Happy Hills Retirement Village and 
daughter in law Bonnie Zehr of Tavistock. She 
was the proud grandmother to Shannon Green 
of Milton, Darryl Green (Nikki) of Milford NH, 
Brittany Zehr of Tavistock and Jordan Zehr of 
Tavistock and great grandmother of cherished 
Carly and Luke Green.

Elaine had a zest for life. Ballparks, hockey are-
nas, yard work and euchre nights with Harley and 
their best friends (Lorne and Mae Yausie, Don 
and Laurene Fuller) filled her days with laughter 
and joy. Her door was always open to her grand-
children and their friends which in turn kept her 
house bustling with festivities. Ever the hostess 
you could always count on baked goods, popcorn 
and Coke. Elaine was the heartbeat of her family. 
Her fiery spirit and fierce loyalty will be dearly 
missed.

Elaine’s family would like to thank the staff at 
peopleCare Tavistock for their compassion and 
dedication to Elaine during her residency.

In keeping with her wishes a private family ser-
vice will be held at a later date.

Expressions of sympathy can be sent to the 
Alzheimer’s Society of Ontario and can be made 
by calling the Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock at 
519-655-2431. Personal condolences can be posted 
at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg

In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Programs each Sunday for children during service.

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township

All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

In loving memory of our parents,
Florence & Earl Schlegel.

Our mom died a year ago, on October 20, 2021,
and our dad on March 9, 2000.

Those we love
can never really leave us.

We feel their presence,
like a gentle touch,

whenever we remember moments shared,
acknowledge values learned

and do again the things they did.
In so many ways

they remain with us,
their spirits part of what we do and who we are.
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By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

October 17-24, 2007 Edition (15 years ago)

It’s hard to believe, but twenty-five seasons 
have passed since the Tavistock Royals 
first took to the ice as Tavistock’s own se-
nior hockey club. The dream of team trainer 
Ken “Tooke” Zehr in 1982, he had a vision 
of a competing team for local guys to play 
on after their junior hockey days were over. 
That summer, twenty-five yearsago, “Tooke” 
started making phone calls around the vil-
lage to see if there was an interest. Clare 
Brenner was the first on board as gener-
al manager of the new team and together, 
they went out to find an executive. That 
first executive included Roy Schleuter, Russ 
Cole, Jim Kalbfleisch, Austin Herman, Do-
ris Gladding and Martin Blikman. The team 
won their first Sr. B division title in 1987, 
and a Sr. A Ontario championship in 1995.

Mill fire averted: With a watering ban on in 
the village and the water tower out of com-
mission for repainting, what is the worst 
that could happen. How about a fire at the 
feed mill. The Tavistock fire department’s 
worst nightmare almost turned to real-
ity on Friday when the call came out of a 
fire at the feed mill shared by Martins and 

New Life Mills on Maria Street. Just around 
12:30 p.m., workers smelled something hot 
in the second floor extruder area of the mill. 
Upon investigation, it was found that mate-
rial in the venting system had heated con-
siderably and flames were sighted between 
the first and second floors. The quick action 
of manager Carl Weitzel, a former Tavistock 
fire department volunteer, surely saved the 
structure.

October 14-21, 1992 Edition (30 years ago)

On Friday, October 9th, Dr. Bruce Halliday, 
Member of Parliament for Oxford, was pre-
sented the Distinguished Service Award 
of the President of the United States of 
America. The Award was presented by Mr. 
Justin Dart, Chairman of the U.S. President, 
George Bush’s Committee on Employment 
of People with Disabilities. The award is 
granted very sparingly in public recogni-
tion of extraordinary and meritorious ser-
vice which advances the empowerment and 
employment of persons with disabilities. Dr. 
Halliday is the second Canadian to receive 
this award, and is the first non-disabled 
recipient to be honoured from outside the 
United States.

The front entrance to Quehl’s Restaurant in 
Tavistock was damaged Friday night when 
a police chase ended with a car wedged into 
the double entry doors of the establish-
ment. A 20-year-old New Dundee man has 
been charged with impaired driving, failure 

to stop at a red light, and failure to stop for 
police.

A capacity crowd turned out Sunday, Oc-
tober 18th in Hickson to mark the official 
opening of the new Hickson Fire Hall. The 
Hickson fire department has been in exis-
tence since 1957.

October 17-24, 1962 Edition (60 years ago)

Participating in the annual field meet of 
the Waterloo-Oxford District High School, 
new records were set by the Tavistock and 
immediate district students attending the 
school. Joe Steinman did the hop, step and 
jump at 35 feet, 2 ½ inches. In the relay race, 
the team of Jim Weicker, Joe Steinman, Clare 
Wagler and Murray Hamilton set a new re-
cord in the intermediate section, and the in 
junior softball toss, Karen Erb and Miriam 
Ankenman went 21 times, to beat the for-
mer 20 record.

Have you had your TB Test? Be sure to 
attend your neighbourhood clinic at the 
Shakespeare Presbyterian Church coming 
up this weekend.

John Bakelaar, year and a half old son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Bakelaar, fell into a pile 
of burning leaves in front of his home Sat-
urday morning. The little lad suffered pain-
ful burns about the face and head, but they 
were no serious. It is not believed there will 
be any permanent scars.

The Old Gazettes

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Rev. Young Seo
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm 
Cemetery Decoration Service

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

Happy anniversaries today, October 
20, for Brian and Darlene Swartzen-
truber (44th), and Ron and Rosalie 
Bender (39th).

October 21: Happy birthday to 
Brayden Hohl (12) and Heather 
Darlington (21), and anniversaries 
for Rick and Deb Lange (44th), Doug 
and Dianne Sparling (27th), and Bri-
an and Lisa Miller (16th).

October 22: Happy birthday to Mat-
thew Bartlett (17), Lauren Gillis (20), 
Zachary Gillis (20), Romy vanRooy-
en (21), and Terry Gladding, and 
anniversaries for Steve and Cheryl 
Gummerson (34th), and Will and 
Ana Loewen (17th).

October 23: Happy birthday to 
Chayse Zehr and Shannon Hobson 
(46).

October 24: Happy birthday to 

Sheppard MacDonald (8) and Shel-
by Rhodes (17)

October 25: Happy birthday to Scar-
let Helm (10), and anniversaries for 
Adam and Esther Roth (19th), An-
drew and Shannon Hobson (19th), 
and Timothy and Lindsey Ramseyer 
(8th).

October 26: Happy birthday to Dor-
othy Weicker (2), and anniversaries 
for Bob and Winnie Trachsel (59th), 
Dave and Marianne Ruby (20th), and 
Greg and Tara Ramseyer (10th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a 
special day coming up? Let us know 
at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or 
wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear 
in our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
listing or to arrange for a special an-
nouncement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What European capital city stands on the River Tiber? 

2)Who was disqualified and stripped of his gold medal 
for the 100 metres at the 1988 Olympic Games? 

3)What American author wrote the classics “East of 
Eden”, “Of Mice and Men” and “The Grapes of Wrath”? 

4)In which US State is Kilauea, the world’s most active 
volcano? 

5)In distance, which planet is sixth furthest from the 
Sun? 

6)What is the well known Japanese word for “empty 
orchestra”? 

7)What is the official name of the bottom 9 miles (15 
KM) of the Earth’s atmosphere? 

8)Anubis is the god of funerals who transports the 
souls of the dead to the other world in which ancient 
civilization? 

9)What is the chemical symbol for Potassium? 

10)Which renaissance artist painted Primavera and The 
Birth of Venus?

Answers found on page 26

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.
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SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

N.H. INC.
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Wellesley Township Recreation Centre construction

After several months of excavation and concrete work, the steel is being erected at the site of the future Wellesley Township Recreation Centre at the corner of Hutchison and Queen’s 
Bush roads. Frey Building Contractors was working on it early on the morning of Thursday, October 13 setting up the columns for the prefab building (which is spanning over the ice pad). 
This section is expected to be completed by the end of this week, weather permitted. (Photo credit: Facebook/Township of Wellesley)

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

All members of the Perth County Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) participated in the 
Thanksgiving Long Weekend Operation 
Impact Safety Campaign. It ran from 
October 7 to October 10.

The focus for this initiative was to target 
the “Big Four” causal factors in serious col-
lisions on OPP patrolled roadways - im-
paired driving, speeding/aggressive driv-
ing, distracted driving and failing to wear 
a seatbelt.

In total, the OPP laid 139 charges. Some 
of the highlights of charges laid are 93 
speeding, three failing to wear a seat-
belt, two stunt driving and two impaired 
driving. 

The motoring public is encouraged to 
adopt safe road behaviors that align with 
this year's campaign theme "Safer You. 
Safer Me." The theme emphasizes that the 
decisions that drivers make not only af-
fect them, but also their passengers, other 
drivers, cyclist, and pedestrians.

Operation Impact is led by the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police, under the 
leadership of its Traffic Safety Committee, 
in support of Canada’s Road Safety 
Strategy 2025. 

In a separate news release, the OPP an-
nounced that the death toll on the organi-
zation’s patrolled roads reached 268 head-
ed into October. The fatalities marked a 24 
per cent increase over this time last year.

The OPP said in a release that the major-
ity of the deaths were “no accident” and 

were the result of “motorists consciously 
making bad decisions behind the wheel 
and failing to take seriously their enor-
mous responsibility to drive and share the 
road safely.” 

So far this year, the breakdown of causes 
is 69 speed-related fatalities, 57 inatten-
tive-related fatalities, 40 alcohol/drug-re-
lated fatalities and 40 deaths associated 
with lack of seatbelt use.

Long weekend operation impact results

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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natashasalonen4wilmot

STEWARDSHIP
Providing responsible, knowledge-based,
transparent, accountable leadership and decision
making that represents the present community
while keeping the impacts on future generations in
mind.
 

REFOCUS

REPRESENTATION

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
I want to hear your ideas. 
 Listening, collaborating, & 
 bringing people together to build
the Wilmot we want. 

Holding the township and the region accountable for
every tax dollar. Attracting and retain local business,
investment and saving for our future. 

Getting councils focus back on track
to issues under municipal
jurisdiction. 

Represent the voices and interests of all Wilmot
residents in council decisions. Provide a strong and
steadfast voice for Wilmot at the Regional table.  

CONNECTING

NATASHA SALONEN
FOR MAYOR

519-635-7275

natasha4wilmot@outlook.com natashasalonen4wilmot.com 519-635-7275

Elect Natasha for the Wilmot
you want

The Experience to Serve Wilmot 

Hons. B.A. in Human Sciences from the University of Oxford, UK. Post-secondary studies include
demography, policy management, public affairs, law, international policy. 

Currently serving as President, Optimist Club of Baden; Board of Directors,
Wilmot Agricultural Society; Co-founder & member, Wilmot Homecoming
Steering Committee; and member, 100 Women Who Care Wilmot.

I am running to provide a fresh perspective on council. One that realizes Wilmot’s voice at the regional
level, provides responsible, representative, transparent, knowledge-based decision making and

stewardship of our township for both current and future generations. 

BORN, RAISED, & ACTIVE IN WILMOT

EDUCATION 

EXPERIENCE 
Working for Kitchener-Conestoga Federal and Provincial Members of Parliament I have become
acutely aware of the needs of Wilmot. My extensive comprehension of all levels of Canadian politics
and existing working relationships with levels of regional, provincial, & federal government, staff &
local stakeholders will prove invaluable in building the Wilmot we want. 

natasha4wilmot@outlook.com natashasalonen4wilmot.com

How to Vote 
Internet and Phone Voting

Wilmot will be using online and telephone voting for the Municipal Election. This means that
voters can vote at any time of the day from Friday, October 14 at 10:00 a.m. to Monday, October
24 at 8:00 p.m. These methods provide residents with a convenient, secure and safe way to vote.

 
In-Person Voting 

There are limited voting days during this period when you can vote in-person if you prefer to
mark a paper ballot from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the following dates: Saturday, October 15,

Sunday, October 16, Saturday, October 22, Sunday, October 23 
 

Please be aware that you can only vote by internet or by phone on Monday, October 24.
When you vote or are applying to amend the Voters' List please bring identification. Ontario

Regulation 304/13 contains a complete list of acceptable identification.

 

Scan to learn
more 
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Gala, Empire, Idared, Red and Golden Delicious, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, 
Spartan, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Mutsu, Northern Spy, Ambrosia, and 

Russet. Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams and preserves

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Call 462-2259 or 462-2947

TAVISTOCK FALL EXPO
TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY CHURCH, 
77 MOGK ST., TAVISTOCK
OCTOBER 22, 2022 FROM 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
Vendors from the following companies will be present:
Avon, Crafty Sue’s Wreaths and Decor, Creative Memories, 
Epicure, Living Books, Merry Made, Norwex, Pampered Chef, 
Scentsy, Sweet Legs, Thirty-One, Tupperware, Voxx Life

Lunch booth. Lots of free parking.
Portion of sales to church building fund. Something for everyone! 

www.thisiswilmot.cawww.thisiswilmot.ca

Candidates Answer Policy Questions

COMMUNITY —
Spooky Halloween displays in Wellesley

Local residents are getting into the Halloween spirit in Wellesley village. Caution tape, spooky skeletons, pumpkins, ghosts, cobwebs, dragons, and Frankenstein were all on display along 
Ferris Drive and Henry Street. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

More than 10 per cent of Wilmot electors 
chose to vote in the advance polls during 
the first three days of the early voting pe-
riod, compared to the last municipal elec-
tion in 2018.  

The voting period for the 2022 municipal 
election officially opened up online and 
via telephone on Friday, October 14, with 
in-person voting held in multiple loca-
tions over the weekend. 

Between the advance polls held in person 
this weekend at sites across the munici-
pality, and online/telephone voting that 

started on Friday, October 14, more than 
2,500 votes have been cast, for a voter 
turnout of 14.5 per cent in the first three 
day of voting. By contrast, the 2018 elec-
tion saw advance voter turnout of just 4.1 
per cent.

“The increased voter turnout being wit-
nessed in this year’s municipal election 
may be indicative of success in provid-
ing more options for residents to vote,” 
said Municipal Clerk, Arthur Flach. “The 
turnout could also be the result of a very 
engaged electorate that we have seen and 
heard from throughout the election cycle 
in Wilmot.”

The advance polls provide the chance for 
electors to cast their ballot in-person, with 
seven locations open from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. once again this Saturday, October 22, 
and Sunday, October 23. Polling locations 
are staffed by knowledgeable Township 
personnel and include all necessary safety 
precautions for voting participants.

The advance poll on Sunday, October 23 
will be the final opportunity to cast your 
ballot in-person for the 2022 Municipal 
Election. Online and telephone voting 
will continue until polls close on Monday, 
October 24.

The community is encouraged to contact 
the Municipal Elections office if they did 
not receive a Voter Information Letter, if 
they require changes to their information 
or if they have received a Voter Information 
Letter for someone not at that address. 
This will assist staff in updating the list 
for this and future elections. Staff can be 
reached through email at elections@wilm-
ot.ca or by calling 519-556-0135.

For more information on the 2022 
Municipal Election, and where and how 
you can cast your ballot visit our website 
at wilmot.ca/election.

Strong voter turnout in Wilmot

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS PARIS MOUNTIES

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Oct. 21st -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

ALASKA CRUISE
CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2023

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

COMMUNITY —
WTPP display

Three members of the Wellesley Township Poppy Project Committee, including Wendy 
Richardson and Barb Nowak, set up a try-out on a bridge on Queen’s Bush Road in Welles-
ley on what they are planning for several sites in Wellesley village and in St. Clements. The 
committee completed one swag strip of what they need, and have 13 more to go. (Photo 
credit: Facebook/Barb Nowak)

Shakespeare Optimist 
Club new President and 
plans for their new 
walking track

The Shakespeare Optimist Club held their annual banquet and introduced its newly elected 
President and directors. Optimist Mike McNeil will lead the club into its 50th anniversary 
year. taking over from Optimist Greg Ankenmann who led the club through its many activi-
ties for area youth in the past year. With the outline of the new walking track is front row left 
to right, Hugh McDermid, Murray Schlotzhauer, President Mike McNeil, Bob Kollman, Mur-
ray McTavish. Back left to right, Governor Paul Mathieson, past president Greg Ankenmann, 
Jim Rader, Gil McNeil, Glen Weitzel, Pete Kreyger, and treasurer Jeff Skubowius.  (Photo 
credit: Gary West)
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By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Braves held on to a sin-
gle-point lead atop of the Doherty Di-
vision in the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League over the New Hamburg Firebirds.  

Woodstock, Norwich, and Wellesley are all 
sitting at, or a game above the .500 mark, 
something Braves General Manager Jor-
dan Zehr says is a bit surprising. “I think 
there are a few teams that are a little slow-
er out of the gate than they would have 
thought, but we are of the mindset that 
it is still early. We need to assume these 
teams are going to find their groove and 
get playing some good hockey, and we’ll 
have to be ready for that.”

Tavistock earned a 5-3 victory at home 
Friday over the Navy Vets and then earned 
a 3-2 overtime win in Paris Saturday. The 
Braves continue to utilize four lines, some-
thing that has paid off in balanced scoring. 
In fact, only two players are average bet-

ter than a point per game – defenceman 
Luke Fanjoy and forward Zach Gladding. 
“We believe that is an advantage of ours. 
We are going to be a tough team to match 
up against, at least, that’s our goal anyway. 
No matter what line we throw out there, 
we are confident they are going to be able 
to generate offense for us,” says Zehr.

He adds that when the post season comes, 
that scoring depth will be tough for oth-
er teams to combat. “When you get lat-
er into the season and the playoffs and 
teams scout you a little more closely and 
matchup lines using their shut down guys 
when they have to pick who they want to 
matchup against us, that can create better 
matchups for us. It makes it harder for the 
other team to pick what defensive-minded 
guy on because our scoring is so spread 
out.”

Friday’s game featured a 45-minute de-
lay after a stray shot broke a window in 

the Blue Line Club, and glass had to be 
cleaned up from the ice surface. Zehr 
says, “It was unfortunate, some bad luck. 
I thought we were in fairly good control 
of the game at that point with a 3-0 lead, 
so obviously, we wanted to keep the flow 
going. After a delay like that, you have to 
find a way to ramp it up again, and Wood-
stock did and caught us a little flat-foot-
ed and mounted a comeback. Luckily, we 
were able to hang on.”

The Braves overtime victory in Paris on 
Saturday came despite outshooting the 
Mounties 52-27. Captain Zach Gladding 
scored the winner, his fourth of the sea-
son, 1:03 into the extra period. Zehr says 
he was nonetheless pleased with the ef-
fort overall. “Their goaltender played very 
well. I liked our start to the game, and 
right off the hop we had some good scor-
ing chances, but their goalie kept them in 
the game and allowed them to score the 
first two goals. Unfortunately for us, they 

were both shorthanded, so that’s obvious-
ly an area where we need to tighten up 
on special teams. Overall, I liked the way 
the guys stuck with our mindset and our 
gameplan.”

Tavistock has another two games this com-
ing weekend, opening up Friday at home 
against Paris and then heading to Welles-
ley on Saturday night to face the Apple-
jacks. “Any time you go into Wellesley, 
you know you’re in for an exciting game. 
Beating them here a couple of weeks ago, 
I’m sure they’ll be waiting for us. It’s a fun 
arena to play in, always has been and al-
ways will be, so it’ll be a great matchup.”

Notes: There are four undefeated teams 
in the PJHL – Mount Forest Patriots, 
Stayner Siskins, Clarington Eagles, and 
Napanee Raiders…Cole Stannix from the 
New Hamburg Firebirds is the Doherty 
Division’s leading scorer with 17 points in 
eight games.

Four-Point Weekend Keeps Braves in First Place

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Lucknow Lancers
HOME OPENER • Saturday Night, 
October 22nd, 2022 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

SPORTS —

Saturday, October 22
3:00 PM 

at Brocksden School 
Museum

ANNUAL MEETING

Easthope 
Historical Group

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Wednesday, November 9, 2022
Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL
3 Adam St., Tavistock

Drive-Thru Pick-Up
$25

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-3pm
or from Club members or call 
519-655-2286 or 519-655-2708

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

SAUERKRAUT &SAUERKRAUT &
BBQ PORK CHOPBBQ PORK CHOP  

DINNERDINNER

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895

The Tavistock Braves during game action against the Woodstock Navy Vets on Friday, October 14. (Photos contributed)
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SPORTS —

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Anthony 
Russell

Service Manager

Jay 
Pinch

Business Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Stinger2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Veronica Reiner

After mixed results last week, the New 
Hamburg Firebirds resumed their win-
ning streak, taking down the Wellesley 
Applejacks and Paris Mounties.

They now stand in second place in the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League South 
Doherty division, trailing just one point 
behind the Tavistock Braves. The Wood-
stock Navy Vets are currently placed in 
third, while the Norwich Merchants are in 
fourth.

Their first match took place at the Welles-
ley Community Centre on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 12, in what Firebirds President Gord 
Mills called the “battle of Nafziger Road.”

Things started off slow, with no points 
scored in the first frame and just two pen-
alties doled out between the two teams. 
Cole Stannix was the first to score a goal 
at 1:30 into the second stanza, assisted by 
Luke Carson and Kyle Kraemer.

Of standout players during this match, 
Mills said, “Cole Stannix led the way with 
a hat trick to seal the win.” The next goal 
was a shorthanded marker by Matt Domm 
at 6:58, assisted by Justin McManus. Luke 
Carson (Tyler Reid) kept the momentum 
going by scoring at 9:46.

Stannix potted another at 12:50, with the 
assist going to Kraemer, while Wellesley 

Applejack player Adam Hoff (Kyle Baker, 
Justin McCombs) retaliated at 14:35.

Tensions had risen at this point, and the 
third frame saw the most penalties by 
far, with nine doled out between the two 
teams. Stannix (McManus) scored the fi-
nal goal of the night at 11:29, resulting in a 
5-1 win for the Firebirds. Despite the gap 
in the score, the Firebirds only narrowly 
outshot Wellesley 25-21.

The next game took place at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex, or the “nest,” against 

the Paris Mounties on Friday, October 14.

“The Firebirds offence versus Paris was 
led by Lucas Carson with a hat trick, Owen 
Fischer grabbing a pair of goals and Jake 
Thompson with four assists,” said Mills.

The Mounties scored early, but not of-
ten, with the first goal by a Paris player 
at 8:21. The Firebirds shot back at 16:11 
with a goal by Kraemer and assisted by 
Riley Benko and Antonio Pasqualino. 
New Hamburg player Lucas Carson (Jake 
Thompson, Domm) scored just 13 seconds 

later at 16:24, taking advantage of a power 
play.

It was nothing but net for the Firebirds 
in the second stanza. Erik van der Eyk 
(Thompson, Owen Fischer) kept up the 
heat at 3:47, while Fischer (Reid, Riley 
Benko) capitalized on a power play at 
15:17. The final goal of this frame was off 
the stick of Lucas Carson (Stannix).

The third period looked similar, with 
Fischer (Stannix, Thompson) scoring ear-
ly at 0:48, and Carson potted one at 4:41, 
assisted by Thompson and Andrew Miele. 
A penalty by the Mounties at 11:09 left 
them at a disadvantage, which Firebirds 
player Stannix (Jack Nell) capitalized on 
at 11:29. This was the final goal of the 
night, resulting in an 8-1 win for the Fire-
birds. Shots were 75-10 in New Hamburg’s 
favour.

The Firebirds look to keep up the momen-
tum in their next match against the Hes-
peler Shamrocks, which will take place 
today (Thursday, October 20) at the Hes-
peler Memorial Arena. The Firebirds will 
then host the Shamrocks at the nest on 
Friday, October 21, which will also be a Fill 
the Rink with Pink event. The puck drops 
at 7:30 p.m. in both games.

After that, they will play the Woodstock 
Navy Vets in an away game on Saturday, 
October 22 at 7:45 p.m.

Firebirds resume winning streak

The New Hamburg Firebirds during game action with the Paris Mounties on Friday, October 
14. (Photo credit: Billie Jo Mark)
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
issued a warning to the public of an ex-
tortion scam targeting Asian communi-
ties at post-secondary institutions in the 
Waterloo Region. 

In September, Waterloo Regional Police 
received a report from an individual who 
advised that fraudsters had extorted 
them out of $75,000. 

The fraudsters contacted the victim and 
identified themselves as a member of 
the Shanghai police. The fraudster then 
advised the victim that there was a sus-
picious package linked to them that was 
seized. Further, in order to clear their 
name, they would need to send funds or 
be arrested. 

The Waterloo Regional Police Service re-
ceived five reports of this scam between 
September and October this year. 

The financial loss to the victims has to-
taled approximately $478,000. The in-
vestigations are ongoing. 

Anyone with information is encouraged 
to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. Anonymous 
tips can also be submitted at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com. 

Law enforcement agencies will not de-
mand payment from you. 

Do not send money and follow these 
tips: 

Do not follow instructions from automat-
ed callers speaking Mandarin.

Beware of requests to send funds to bank 
accounts in China or Hong Kong.

Do not give out personal information, 
especially banking information, over the 
phone.

Ask for the information in writing.

Hang up.

Those who have been a victim of an 
extortion scam should file a complaint 
with the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre 
and make a report with their local police 
service. 

WRPS issue warning 
about extortion scam

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

ToastyToes Waterloo Region launched 
this years’ fundraising campaign on 
Monday, October 10th. The campaign 
raises funds, which are shared locally 
with organizations who buy new socks 
for people experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness. The campaign runs from 
October 10 to December 10.

“Grants from the ToastyToes Fund 
with the Waterloo Region Community 
Foundation are shared with agencies 
who can then buy socks for people in 
need in our community,” said campaign 
founder Sharon Gilroy-Dreher. “Socks 
are the most requested item in shelters 
across the region. Never underestimate 
the difference you can make with a pair 
of warm, dry socks.” 

The campaign specifically raises funds 
and has not collected physical socks 
since 2019. Monetary donations (tax 
receipt eligible) can be made online 
through the ToastyToes Fund page 
with the Waterloo Region Community 
Foundation at https://www.wrcf.ca/toas-
tytoes. Any and all donations will help.

Organizations are invited to host in-per-
son and online fundraising campaigns 
with their employees or customers. 
Reach out to Sharon at ToastyToesWR@
gmail.com for more information and 

support.

This year, a ToastyToes Candle is avail-
able for sale at select independent retail-
ers. Each candle generates a $5 donation 
to the ToastyToes Fund. 

The ToastyToes campaign began in 
October 2013 when Sharon Gilroy-
Dreher made her first ask on a Facebook 
post. It was a happy way to remember 
her mother and mark what should have 
been her 80th birthday. Since 2020, the 
fundraiser has raised over $117,000. 

Last year, with the support of local 
businesses, service clubs and commu-
nity members across Waterloo Region, 
ToastyToes raised more than $60,000. 

Grants last year were shared with 
14 groups, including Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre, Women’s Crisis 
Services of Waterloo Region, A Better 
Tent City & Going Mobile KW, Cambridge 
Shelter Corporation, Family & Children’s 
Services Foundation of Waterloo 
Region – Resilient Rebels, House of 
Friendship, oneROOF, Sanguen Health 
Centre, Reception House Waterloo 
Region, Sexual Assault Support Centre 
of Waterloo Region, The Healing of the 
Seven Generations, The Salvation Army 
Church, The Working Centre, and YW 
Kitchener Waterloo. 

ToastyToes Waterloo Region launches fundraising 
campaign

ToastyToes founder Sharon Gilroy-Dreher and her mother. The ToastyToes campaign began 
in October 2013 when Sharon made her first ask on Facebook. It was a happy way to re-
member her mother and mark what should have been her 80th birthday. (Photo contributed) 
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland 

$61,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,058 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
18,524 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 GMC Terrain SLE

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
4,430 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Audi Q5

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,608 km

Progressiv 45 TFSI 
quattro

All-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus NX 300

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
48,336 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —

Susan Pellow, left, and Mary Boland, right, on the front lawn of the Tavistock Legion, displaying lawn 
signs they hope area residents will purchase and display to support the “Poppy Fund.”

By Gary West

Remembrance Day is just a few 
weeks away, and Tavistock Legion 
members are preparing for com-
memoration of that important day 
in world history. 

Poppies have been ordered and 
will be distributed to locations in 
Tavistock, Plattsville, Hickson and 
Shakespeare per usual, on Friday 
October 28th.  Poppies will also be 
distributed to schools and long-term 
care homes in the area. 

This year, the Legion has also or-
dered commemorative lawn signs 
which can be displayed on area 
lawns.  The cost for a sign is $30 to 
cover the cost, with $7 from each sale 
going to the “Poppy Fund”.  Signs are 
available by calling Mary Boland, 
Poppy Chair at 519-655-2992. Last 

year, the Legion was able to send 
$5,000 from the Poppy Fund to sup-
port the Veteran's Care and Comfort 
Fund at Parkwood Hospital. They 
thank area contributors for their 
continued support that made this 
possible. 

In Tavistock, Remembrance Day 
will be commemorated on Sunday 
November 6th, when Legion mem-
bers will take part in the church 
service at Grace United Church. The 
service starts at 10:30 a.m. Later at 
1 p.m., that same day, Legion mem-
bers will conduct a service at The 
Royal Canadian Legion building on 
Hope St. West in Tavistock, which 
will include wreath laying by local 
politicians and various community 
organizations.  The public is invited 
to attend, and weather permitting 
the service will take place outside. 

Remembering Remembrance Day in Tavistock
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By Fred Lichty

Ride the Ion, shop at the mall or take your 
pick of ethnic restaurants in Waterloo Re-
gion, and you can’t miss the changing de-
mographics of our community. We are no 
longer just old stock, European families 
who eat schnitzel and apple pie. Canada 
has been and continues to be a nation of 
immigrants who have stories to tell.

Christian Nafziger, Amish Land Scout

Two hundred years ago, life in German 
speaking Europe was difficult. Most farm-
ers were too poor to own their own land 
and sharecropped land, which was owned 
by nobles. Many wars were fought, and 
multitudes of Europeans immigrated to 
America in search of affordable land, reli-
gious freedom, and a better life.

Christian and Maria Nafziger from near 
Munich, Bavaria, shared that dream. With 
little more than a walking stick in hand and 
faith in God, Christian set out for America 
in search of land for himself and 70 oth-
er Amish families. Tolkien’s hero, Frodo, 
in “The Lord of the Ring,” says, “I will take 

the ring, though I do not know the way.” 
Nafziger knew what he needed to do, but 
like Frodo, he also didn’t know the way. In 
the fall of 1821, he walked to Amsterdam 
and told his story to a wealthy, Dutch Men-
nonite businessman. In compassion, Mr. 
von Eegon gave Nafziger a ticket on a sail-
ing ship bound for America. Although his 
destination was Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
“beggars can’t be choosers,” and Nafziger’s 
free ticket took him to New Orleans, where 
he landed on March 2, 1822.

New Orleans was more than 2,000 km 
south of his destination and a long walk 
to Pennsylvania. When Nafziger arrived in 
Lancaster in May, he was disappointed to 
learn that the good farmland was already 
taken or too expensive to buy. His friends 
told him to check out Canada and gave him 
an “old horse” to ride for the last 800 km of 
his epic journey.

In August 1822, Christian arrived in the 
Mennonite settlement along the Grand 
River (Kitchener today). The Mennonites, 
who had moved from Pennsylvania to Can-
ada beginning in 1800, gave him a warm 

welcome and showed him the Crown Re-
serve to the west (Wilmot Township). Per-
haps they met up with some Mississaugas, 
the Indigenous people who sometimes 
camped southeast of the Baden Hill and 
hunted, fished and farmed in this area. 
Along with some Mennonites, Christian 
negotiated a land deal with Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, the Lieutenant-Governor of Up-
per Canada. Maitland agreed to open Wil-
mot Township to settlers and promised 
to give 50 acres free to any family which 
built a cabin, cleared a road allowance and 
stayed at least seven years.

His obituary reports that Nafziger returned 
to Europe via London, where he stopped 
to confirm the land deal with the King of 
England. The King confirmed the deal, 
pressed some coins into Christian’s hand 
and wished him well. After more than a 
year of travel abroad, Christian returned to 
his wife and children in January 1823. In 
1826 Nafziger and his family immigrated to 
Wilmot and settled on Lot 6, North Bleams 
Road.

The Settlement of Wilmot

Following a government survey in 1824, 
Mennonites from Waterloo Township and 
many Amish claimed lots and began clear-
ing roadways and farms in Wilmot. A few 
Amish families came from Pennsylvania 
but most came directly from Alsace, Lor-
raine, Germany and Switzerland. The first 
Amish Mennonite Church in Canada was 
organized here in 1824. Later it was or-
ganized into two congregations which to-
day are called the Steinmann Mennonite 
Church and the St. Agatha Mennonite 
Church.

Amish Settlers spread West and North

Wilmot Township was settled quickly. As 
families grew and more land was needed, 
Amish settlers moved to nearby townships 
and additional congregations were estab-
lished--East Zorra (1837), Zurich (1848), 
Wellesley (1859) and Poole (1874). For the 
first sixty years, all the Amish Mennonites 
worshipped in their houses and barns. Be-
ginning in East Zorra in 1883, they started 
to build Mennonite-styled meetinghouses. 

The first of many splits among the Amish 
Mennonites happened in 1886 in the 
Wellesley and Poole congregations when 
those congregations built meetinghouses. 
A minority of families shunned the meet-
inghouses and chose to stay with the tradi-
tional ways. They became known as the Old 
Order Amish. With 11 congregations in the 
Milverton area today, the Old Order Amish 
still drive horse-drawn buggies, wear plain 
clothing, speak Pennsylvania German and 
meet for worship in their homes and sheds. 
Because of their large families and high 
rate of retention, the Old Order Amish are 
currently the fastest growing Christian de-
nomination in Canada and the USA.

Change Minded Amish Mennonites

Other descendants of the Amish Menno-
nites keep some traditional patterns but 
are also change minded. Examples of the 
latter are the Beachy Amish Mennonites 
(1903) and the Conservative Mennonites 
(1956). The most change minded congre-
gations gradually dropped their distinctive 
Amish patterns and discontinued use of 
the term “Amish” in 1963. Most are part of 
the Mennonite Church of Eastern Canada. 
This spectrum of congregations are all part 
of a mutual aid organization which was 
founded in 1872. The Amish Mennonite 
Fire and Storm Aid Union practices mutual 
aid when members suffer losses due to fire 
or storms.

On the bicentennial of Christian Nafziger’s 
land scouting trip to America, we thank God 
for his courage, determination and faith. 
Nafziger played a key role in the founding 
of Wilmot Township and encouraged many 
immigrants from German speaking Europe 
to come to Canada. In honour of the role 
he played in the founding of Wilmot, one 
of the Township’s busiest roads carries his 
name.

Except for our Indigenous neighbours, we 
are all immigrants with stories to tell. Tell-
ing our stories helps us know who we are 
and nurtures empathy and welcome for 
newcomers today.

(The first in a series of articles from the 
Amish Bicentennial Committee)

Bicentennial of the Amish Mennonites  

Leah Cressman and her daughter, Norah (aged 4), of Elmira examine the tool display. A broad 
axe and adze used by the pioneers to fell trees and square logs were on display along with 
barn building tools.

Richard Schumm and his mother Audrey of Tavistock enjoyed the display of butcher equip-
ment. The lard press, crocks and skimmers reminded them of butching on the Schumm farm 
in East Zorra.
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By Gary West

When the weather has been hot and 
dry, as it has been this summer, it’s al-
ways good news for teams with Tavistock 

minor hockey and the Tavistock Royals 
who hosted a bottle drive on Saturday, 
October 15, to collect and cash in on the 
empties.

Organizers were more than pleased with 
the turnout of local residents who brought 
their returns to help out the Titans and 
the Royals. By the end of the day, $2,400 
had been raised and organizers would 

like to thank all those who helped the 
cause, whether bringing in empties or 
helping to sort the bottles and cans at the 
depot.

COMMUNITY —
A successful bottle drive in Tavistock

Pictured in the back left to right, Silvia Eddy, Haley Roth, Mara Sierco Rey from Spain, Lara 
Moellgaard from Germany. Front row, Reid Wynette and Makai Roth from the U9 MD team.

On stage from left to right, Brenda Nurse and Rhonda Ehgoetz vying for the Mayor’s posi-
tion, Andrew MacAlpine, Barry Nowack and Owen Baer seeking to be elected in South East-
hope ward, and Katie Anderson, Bob McMillan, and Daryl Herlick in North Easthope ward.

Hickson Central Public School principal Dolly Fox (left) kisses a cow being held by local 
farmer Bryan Weldrick to celebrate the school’s Terry Fox Run success. (Photo contributed) 

A crew of helpers at the bottle drive in Tavistock include at back left to right, Reid Wynette, 
Makai Roth, Spencer Reis. Front left to right, Nathan Raymer, Drew Roth, Quin Yule, Cooper 
Yantzi, Rowan Bartlett, and from the Royals Heidi Danen and Kyle Wynette.

By Gary West

The Shakespeare Optimist Club spon-
sored an “all candidates” meeting last 
week for the upcoming municipal election 
in Perth East that included those run-
ning for Mayor along with candidates in 
the South Easthope and North Easthope 
wards. 

A large number of ratepayers filled the 
Shakespeare hall and written questions 
and those from the floor were answered 
by those candidates vying to lead their 
respective areas for the next four years. 
Voting this year is by phone or internet 
and began on October 17th and will close 
on Monday October 24th at 8 p.m.

By Lee Griffi

Students at Hickson Central Public School 
not only met their fundraising goal for this 
fall’s Terry Fox run, they surpassed it by 
over $ 1 thousand dollars.

The school set a goal of $5,000 but through 
students’ hard work, a total of $6,190 was 
raised for cancer research. The Terry Fox 
committee was so impressed with the 

efforts of the school community that they 
decided to do something special. A “Kiss 
the Cow” assembly was held where princi-
pal Dolly Fox along with some other staff 
kissed a cow named Vanessa brought in 
by the Weldrick family. The school’s Terry 
Fox Committee is made up Kerry Yeck, 
Jenny Christie, Becky Mowbray, Anthony 
Liberatore and Krystle McCauley.

All candidates meeting in 
Shakespeare last week

Local School Surpasses 
Terry Fox Run Target
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By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock and area community has 
long been known as one that helps those 
in need, and there has been no better 
example recently than the donation of 
a bike for a young woman with special 
needs.

Ruth Bahr works with special needs 
clients through the Victorian Order of 
Nurses, and one of her clients is 20-year-
old Tavistock woman Emma Riehl. "My 
church had approached me about my 
clients if there were any needs there, so 
I asked Emma's mom (Stacey). She said 
her dream was for Emma to have a bike, 
but she had looked into it, and it was go-
ing to cost too much. I got thinking about 
it and figured Tavistock is a giving com-
munity, so I am going to approach some 
of the churches and other organizations 
and see what happens. They were enthu-
siastic and stepped forward."

The fundraising drive began back in 
March, and if not for some miscommuni-
cation with the manufacturer, she would 
have had the bike sooner. "We started 
talking about it in March, and everyone 
got back to me fairly quickly, and we 
thought we had it ordered to come at the 
end of June. There was an issue with the 
company, and it takes about eight weeks 
to make and ship the bike once ordered, 
so that's why she isn't getting it until 
now."

Stacey says the generous donation is al-
lowing her to realize something she nev-
er thought was possible. "I've always had 
a dream to go biking as a family, and we 

had bought a generic bike, and (Emma) 
was riding it, and unfortunately, she kept 
tipping over. She was afraid and eventu-

ally refused to get on. That's when Ruth 
approached me, but I told her it was very 
expensive, but she said she would figure 

it out." Bahr then went to the churches, 
and someone then suggested reaching 
out to the Tavistock Assistance Program 
(TAP). "There was a mass fundraising 
effort, and whatever the churches put in, 
TAP filled in the rest. I am so incredibly 
grateful," adds Stacey.

Barh was able to see Emma on the bike 
when she first received it and says it was 
a special moment. "It was fun to see her 
get on it. She seemed a little cautious, but 
her mom said last night went even better. 
It's fun to see she is getting something so 
important to her."  

The family was able to be active together 
recently, something Stacey says was ex-
tremely special "Last night she was on 
the bike, my 10-year-old daughter was 
rollerblading, my 9-year-old son biking, 
and I was kind of jogging behind with the 
dog. We were all laughing, and it just felt 
really good. I know we are going to make 
so many amazing memories riding this 
bike. It's so overwhelming to think peo-
ple would do that for her and for us. It's 
really incredible. I didn't think it would 
happen, so that's the coolest part."

Bahr read some remarks at the celebra-
tion at Tavistock's Queens Park last Fri-
day. "I think it's fitting we are doing this 
around Thanksgiving. Her mom, Emma, 
and I are all very grateful to everyone 
for your generosity in making this bike a 
possibility. Thank you all for your inter-
est and enthusiasm when you got a call 
from a random crazy lady asking for your 
help. Your willingness to support Emma 
is very heartwarming."  

Local Churches and Organizations Team Up to Make 
a Dream Come True

COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Region of Waterloo recognized 
Child Care Worker and Early Childhood 
Educator Appreciation Day, on Tuesday, 
October 18, with events at child care 
centres across the region. The day cele-
brates the commitment, hard work and 
dedication of Early Childhood Educators 
(ECE) and staff who work with young 
children in the community. 

“Child care workers and ECEs are essen-
tial in providing high quality early years 
education and care,” said Barb Cardow, 
the region’s Children’s Services Director. 
“This year’s theme, WorthMORE!, high-
lights the importance of their work as 
we implement our Early Years and Child 

Care System Plan and the Canada-Wide 
Early Learning and Child Care program.”

The Child Care Worker and Early 
Childhood Education Appreciation Day 
is proclaimed by The Ontario Coalition 
for Better Child Care, the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, municipali-
ties and school boards across the prov-
ince annually.

Earlier this year, Children’s Services 
launched a plan they call the 2022-
2026 Early Years and Child Care (EYCC) 
Service System Plan to guide the sys-
tem through transformative change, 
strengthen the EYCC system and provide 
direction on how the region will improve 
the early years and child care system. 

Region celebrates Child 
Care Worker and Early 
Childhood Educator 
Appreciation Day

Washing gourds at the 
Bell Family Farm

The Bell family - granddaughter Isla Bell, grandmother Bev, friend Evelyn Wraith and grand-
daughter Lennix Graham - washing gourds at the Bell family farm on the western edge of 
Shakespeare.  The grandkids love to help out this time of year with the harvest and washing 
of various produce. 

Emma Riehl's donors recently gathered in Tavistock to celebrate Emma receiving her new bike. 
Front row from left to right: Heidi Wagler from East Zorra Mennonite Church, Emma Riehl, Ruth 
Bahr. Back row from left the right: Pastor Jim Brown from Tavistock Mennonite Church, Dwight 
Zehr from Cassel Mennonite Church, Pastor Fred Redekop from Poole Mennonite Church, Sta-
cey Riehl, Linda Holst from the Tavistock Assistance Program. (Photo credit: Lee Griffi)
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Sponsored by:

Across
1. Blackens on a grill
6. Hard work
10. "Brave New World" drug
14. It makes sense
15. Marine �ier
16. Employed
17. Gorillalike
18. Zuckerberg's world
19. Digestive juice
20. Doofus
22. Chick's sound
23. Floral necklace
24. Broccoli piece
26. Sacred text
29. Be in harmony
31. Waste conduit
32. Red wine choice (2 wds)
36. Ship part
37. Indi�erence indicator
38. Pearl Mosque locale
39. Hall of Fame folks
41. Under
42. Throng
43. Burdened
44. Joan of Arc, e.g.
47. Shriner's cap
48. "Tosca" tune
49. Agitator
56. New driver, typically
57. Joint problem
58. Desert sight
59. After-bath powder
60. 11,000-foot Italian peak
61. Somewhat, slangily
62. "Anything ___?"
63. Close, as an envelope
64. Adjust

Down
1. Extended family
2. Arizona Indian
3. Opposed, in Dogpatch
4. Reduced Instruction
Set Computer (abbr)
5. Serious student
6. Adagio and allegro
7. Black-and-white cookie
8. "What's gotten ___ you?"
9. Kids' jumping game
10. Summoned to court
11. Willow twig
12. More than a scu�e
13. Masterful
21. Blokes
25. Allow
26. Razor-sharp
27. Outstanding debts
28. Unwillingness
29. Broadcast
30. Wildebeests
31. Go downhill fast?
32. "That was close!"
33. Eye amorously
34. Caddie's o�ering
35. Rarer than rare
37. Places to hold items for later use
40. Bawl
41. Rocket launcher
43. Chair part
44. Kind of �nish
45. "He's ___ nowhere man" (Beatles lyric)
46. Cambodian currency
47. Deadly
50. Bill
51. Yellow�n, e.g.
52. Hammer's target
53. George Harrison's "___ It a Pity"
54. Fries, maybe
55. Ivan the Terrible, e.g

���������������������������������

PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

COMMUNITY —
Forest Glen PS 
playground construction

Installation for a new playground at Forest Glen Public School has officially begun as of 
Tuesday, October 11. “This is going to be such an exciting place for all students to play! 
Can’t wait!” said the school in a Tweet. (Photo credit: Twitter/@fglwrdsb)

Pet of the Week
MAGGIE

Our Pet of the Week is Maggie, a cross 
between a Border Collie and a Burmese 
mountain dog. She is five months old. 
The pups master is Hugh Hoggarth of 
Station Street in Tavistock. He loves to 
take her for walks every day while at 

the same time getting exercise that he 
enjoys himself.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212
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TRAVEL —

You are probably aware, when 
you visit a museum or an art 
gallery, that even if you take a 
look at everything on display in 
all the exhibits open to you, you 
are only seeing a fraction of the 
objects held by that facility. Such 
institutions have huge storage 
areas called vaults, where many 
of their treasures are stored.

The artifacts and art may even-
tually be put on display, replac-
ing something currently avail-
able to the public, but some may 
never see the light of day. Some 
are awaiting restoration – and 
have been for decades of limit-
ed budgets. Some are simply not 
significant enough to make the 
on-display cut, but still too im-
portant to be auctioned off. So, 
in the darkened, subterranean 
vaults, they all lie, unseen.

Which is what makes the in-
novation at Qaumajuq, a new 
museum space housed in the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, so unique. 
And, frankly, so amazing.

Because the designers of this 
new exhibition space did build 
a vault – but they made it out of 
glass, and plunked the transpar-

ent, undulating structure right in 
the middle of the art gallery foy-
er. This “visual vault” soars three 
storeys high, and contains 5,000 
individual works of Inuit sculp-
ture. Five thousand!

It’s a spectacular first sight as 
you enter the art gallery.

Set on the ground floor, around 
the visual vault, are interactive 
computer screens that allow 
visitors to easily search out and 
identify each piece of art.

I really appreciate Inuit sculp-
ture. The usual media used by 
these talented artists – soap-
stone or serpentine – appeals 
to our sense of touch (although 
touching is not allowed at Qau-
majuq, which makes sense), as 
well as our sight. Sculpture is 
three-dimensional, so the im-
age changes when you view the 
piece from different angles. If 
you want to get really philosoph-
ical, you could argue that sculp-
ture is four-dimensional, since 
it involved the time it took for 
its creator to produce the work. 
Or… I could just say, I don’t know 
a lot about it, but I like it.

So I could have spent all my 
time at the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
enjoying the works in the visu-
al vault, but I tore myself away, 
and we explored other exhibits, 
ranging from paintings by Euro-
pean masters to fine examples 
of work by Canada’s Group of 
Seven, to thoroughly contempo-
rary (and surprising) pieces by 
today’s Inuit and other Native 
Canadian and Métis artists.

The Winnipeg Art Gallery is big 
enough to offer important works 
by Vincent Van Gogh, Marc Cha-
gall, Norval Morrisseau, Emily 

Carr and Arthur Lismer. And it’s 
big enough to house the world’s 
largest public collection of con-
temporary Inuit art. But it is still 
small enough to comfortably ex-
plore, without hitting that wall of 
exhaustion familiar to all of us 
who have tried to see everything 
in a big national gallery in a sin-
gle afternoon.

But back to the modern Inu-
it work for a moment. I confess 
thatI entered the gallery well 
laden with stereotypes – ac-
cording to my preconceptions, 
Inuit art involves well-execut-
ed sculptures of seals, walruses, 
and hunters swathed in bulky 
garments. And, of course, this is 
correct, as far as it goes.

But entering the gallery featur-
ing modern Inuit art, the first 
thing we encountered was a 
stunning fashion-and-embroi-
dery work entitled “Our Flour-
ishing Culture”. The artist, Maata 
Kyak, used silk, embroidery lace, 
dyed sealskin, beads and pearls 
to create this arresting work.

The gallery was filled with such 
surprises – multi-media works, 
pieces that spoofed the stero-
types, and more fashion. It was 
literally eye-opening.

Upstairs, in another gallery, there 
was a thought-provoking display 
of photos of contemporary Na-
tive Canadians who identify as 
LGBTQ2+, with accompanying 
text of their experience.

I was both moved and amused 
by one particular account – a 
young woman who told the story 
of coming out to her mother, via 
text. In the text she had admit-
ted she was afraid her mother 
would not approve of her sexu-

al orientation. Her fears seemed 
to be realized when her mother 
didn’t respond or speak to her 
for several weeks. But finally, 
when they did connect, her Mom 
told her she was not upset that 
her daughter was queer; she was 
upset that her daughter didn’t 
trust her to be entirely support-
ive – which she was!

Part of the complex history of 
Canada’s native peoples was 
captured in one piece in the Mé-
tis exhibition – “Louis’ Chair”, a 
2021 work by Métis artist Jen-
nine Krauchi. The explanatory 
panel tells the story: “Despite 
being elected by the citizens of 
Provencher three times, Louis 
Riel was unable to take his seat 
in the House of Commons. The 
artist has created a chair worthy 
of the Father of Manitoba, draw-

ing on materials critically im-
portant to that history: the HBC 
blanket, beaver fur, hand-tanned 
hide, and bold beadwork…. Take 
your seat, Mr. Riel!”

A good art gallery not only en-
tertains – it inspires and chal-
lenges and disturbs, all at the 
same time. And that is what you 
will find at today’s Winnipeg Art 
Gallery.

Assuming, of course, you can 
force yourself to leave the as-
tonishing visual vault. Perhaps I 
mentioned that.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Maata Kyak's "Our Flourishing Culture".
One small section of the 5000-piece "Visual Vault" of Inuit sculpture at the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery. All photos by Paul Knowles

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO:  Traditional and surprising Inuit art at Qaumajuq

By Paul Knowles

"Two Men Loading Kayak onto Qamutiik" by Jimmy Inaruli Arnamissak.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - OCTOBER 2022

COMMUNITY —

A “Meet the Candidates” event took place on Tuesday, September 27 at the Tavistock Men’s 
Club Hall. Running for Deputy Mayor are Donald Edmiston and Philip Schaefer; Deputy 
Mayor candidates include Lee Griffi and Bradley Smith, while Ward Three candidates are 
Matthew Gillespie, Cody Hayward and Jeremy Smith. Acclaimed candidates are Ward One’s 
Steven Van Wyk and Scott Zehr, and Ward Two’s Scott Rudy. Topics discussed included 
ways to deter speeding in the township, agriculture, recreation, and more. The voting period 
has opened for the municipal and school board elections as of October 14, and will close as 
of Monday, October 24 at 8 p.m.

An after school rainbow outside of Sir Adam Beck Public School on Monday, October 17. 
(Photo credit: Twitter/@sabwrdsb)

Tavistock Meet the 
Candidates event

After school rainbow

October 21st

ICC Self Care Fundraiser

From 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
23 Church Street in New 
Hamburg. Enjoy country 
music by Angelica Appel-
man, delicious treats from 
Melina’s Grill of Baden, 
and new women’s clothing 
items.

October 22nd

New Hamburg Legion 
Presents Crackerjack 
Palace

From 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. $5 
at the door. Fun, food, and 
dancing. Cover songs will 
include the Beatles, the 
Rolling Stones, to Steely 
Dan and the Eagles.

October 22nd

Tavistock Fire Depart-
ment Drive Through Bar-
becue

Pickup at the Tavistock 
Fire Hall. $25 per ticket. 
Full meal with dessert. 
Available from any fire-
fighter or contact 519-
275-0878.

October 23rd

Plattsville Curling Club 
Open House

Want to try curling? An 
open house will take place 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Curl-
ing season starts the week 
of October 24th. Register 
for the season on website 
plattsvillecurling.ca.

October 29th

Halloween Party

Spooktacular night at 
Mike’s Tavern (formerly 
Nith River Chop House) at 
1193 Qiueen’s Bush Road 
in Wellesley from 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m.

October 31st

Blood Drive

1,000 Maple Leaf Street 
in Wellesley village. Book-
ing times are available at 
blood.ca. From about 2 
p.m. to about 8 p.m.

November 2nd

East Zorra Tavistock 
Council Meeting

In person meeting taking 

place at 695566 17th Line, 
Innerkip, Ontario at 7 p.m. 
Visit www.ezt.ca for more 
details.

November 8th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid meeting, in-per-
son taking place at 4805 
William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill and streamed 
online. Visit www.welles-
ley.ca for more details.

November 12th

All You Can Eat Taco 
Night

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre. 19+ licensed bar 
until midnight. Live music 
with a kids area - fun for 

the whole family. Tickets 
cost $20 for adults ($25 
at the door), and $10 for 
kids 12 and under. Tickets 
available at Pym’s, Esso 
and Grammy’s.

November 18th and    
November 19th

Christmas Market

From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at Living Water Fellow-
ship at 45 Hincks Street 
in New Hamburg. Fea-
turing local artisans and 
fine crafts. Christmas mini 
shoots with a photogra-
pher. Food trucks & Free 
Hot Chocolate and Apple 
Cider.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

CORRECTION: There were several 
errors in last week’s edition of the Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette on Page 22. Bev and Pete Bell’s granddaugh-
ters' names are spelled Isla and Lennix, not “ox” as it 
appears in the cutline. Evelyn Wraith was located in the 
back of a photo, and is not related to the Bells as stated 
- she and her sister Elsa are in fact good friends of Isla. 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette regrets the errors. 

Weekly Quiz Answers

1)Rome 

2)Ben Johnson 

3)John Steinbeck 

4)Hawaii 

5)Saturn 

6)Karaoke 

7)Troposphere 

8)Egyptian 

9)K 

10)Botticelli

ew
amburg
anes WE OFFER:

• Team Sports Parties
• Anniversaries 

• Family Reunions
• Coporate Parties 

• B-Day Parties
• Family Bowling Specials

182 Union St.
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1R5
519-662-1938
james@newhamburglanes.ca
www.newhamburglanes.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Linda Holst
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Single 
Family Homes

SUBSCRIBERS NOTICE
YOU WILL NOTICE THIS 
WEEK THAT THERE IS 

COLOUR ON YOUR LABEL
Green -  You are paid up 

Orange - This is the month of your 
expiry

Red - You are past due. Let us 
know if you are renewing as soon 

as possible

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


