
By Lee Griffi and Veronica Reiner

There was no doubt Wilmot Township 
was electing a new mayor this week and 
there was no doubt there would be a 
woman leading council. The only ques-
tion was which of two candidates would 
voters put their faith in for the next four 
years.

Natasha Salonen, 27, was given a clear 
mandate by voters, taking home 61% or 
4254 of the votes cast. Runner-up Jenn 
Pfenning received 2694 votes.

“It’s an election. You never know until the 
last vote is counted. That’s the attitude I 
was going in with but I also knew I did 
everything I possibly could so I would 
have been pleased with whatever the 
outcome was going to be. But I’m obvi-
ously pleased,” says Salonen. “It’s truly a 
phenomenal feeling. I’m really excited 
that Wilmot has given me a clear man-
date and I am ready to start working for 
the township and serving the people who 
got me here.”

The new mayor-elect will be sworn in 
next month, and Salonen says the num-
ber one issue to be addressed once in 
office is clear. “The biggest thing is re-
lationship building and communication. 
What I heard while door knocking is the 
underlying issue was a lack of communi-
cation and trust in council. So really just 
rebuilding that relationship with council 
and our community and having it com-
munity led. With that, communication 
comes in hand with being able to engage 
our residents in Wilmot, have their input, 
and then put forward their voice in every 
decision we make. I realize it is going to 
be a big learning curve for myself and a 
completely new council, but I am looking 
forward to hitting the ground running.”

Wilmot has already started a process 
to improve how it gets the word out 
to constituents, something Salonen is 
pleased about. “The township has hired 

an external consulting group to help with 
communication. I am super excited the 
township sees this as a place to improve. 
I am looking forward to seeing what the 
consultant comes back with. I also want 
to make it easier for residents to engage 
in municipal issues. It is intimidating for 
a lot of people to come as a delegation. 
They may not know how to do it or are 
uncomfortable with public speaking. I 
think really recognizing that there are 

alternatives to have people’s voices ac-
tively heard and how they were weighed 
in a decision is definitely something we 
can work with. A lot of people I talked 
to have some cool ideas like regular up-
dates from the mayor and council on the 
website, making the website more us-
er-friendly.” She adds some people don’t 
have a home phone, television, or inter-
net because they don’t want it. “Through 

By Veronica Reiner

There was a shakeup in the East Zorra Ta-
vistock Township council after the elections 
on Monday, October 24.

Phil Schaefer, formerly the Ward 1 council-
lor, was elected as mayor (with 1,216 votes) 
over challenger and former deputy mayor 
Don Edmiston (948) with 56.2% of the vote. 
The two were the sole competitors for the 
role of mayor - previous mayor Don McKay 
did not run for re-election.

In an interview with the Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette, Schaefer said he was pleased with 
the results. “To the people of East Zorra Ta-
vistock, I want to thank them for the confi-
dence they placed in me. I want to continue 
making East Zorra Tavistock such a desir-
able place to live and work.”

For now, he plans to get to work expanding 
recreation services in the township and fo-
cus on the construction of the new munic-
ipal administration building at 89 Loveys 
Street.

A new addition to his role as mayor will 
be serving on the Oxford County council. 
“I know three of the rural mayors that will 
be returning,” said Schaefer. “There are five 
new mayors coming onto the county council, 
so there will be a lot of new faces around 
the table.”

As for the deputy mayor spot, Brad Smith 
won the role (1,396) over candidate Lee 
Griffi (734) with 65.5% of the vote.

“It was a relief to win,” said Smith. “I’m 
pleased that the whole township has shown 
their trust in me and I hope that I can live 
up to everyone’s expectations.”

As a newcomer on council, Smith said his 
priority for now will be learning the ropes 
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Natasha Salonen is the first female mayor elected in Wilmot Township after the election 
on October 24. 
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and settling in to the role.

Of the results, Griffi said, “It’s very dis-
appointing. I ran on a platform of bet-
ter communication with the taxpayers 
of EZT. I wanted to be their voice at the 
council table and really have their input 
on local issues.

“It is my hope the new council will see 
merit in my ideas, particularly having 
meetings streamed live online and avail-
able on demand. Unfortunately, no one 
elected has improved communication as 
part of their vision for the township. That 
is how you build relationships with the 
people paying your salaries.”

Griffi says he will still be able to hold 
the council accountable for the decisions 
they make or don’t make as a local jour-
nalist. “I have always written fair and bal-

anced pieces on what’s happening at the 
township and county levels. That won’t 
change. My hope is council members will 
be open and transparent when asked for 
interviews. That hasn’t always happened 
in the past.”

In Ward 3, Jeremy Smith (556 votes, 
38.8%) and Matthew Gillespie (542 votes, 
37.8%) were both re-elected to their role 
as councillors. They defeated candidate 
Cody Hayward, who obtained 336 (23.4%) 
of the vote.

In Ward 1, Steven Van Wyk and Scott 
Zehr were both acclaimed to their role 
as councillors. Former Ward 1 councillors 
were Margaret Lupton, who opted not to 
run for the position again, and Schaefer, 
who ran for mayor.

Scott Rudy was acclaimed for his role as 
Ward 2 councillor.

COVID society moved to online and virtu-
al stuff, which is great, but we can’t forget 
about those who aren’t in those spaces so 
still doing some print ads to engage with 
everyone.”

The makeup of council is also something 
Salonen is looking forward to, believing 
it’s a tremendous mix of residents. “Three 
of us are 35 and under, and I think it’s go-
ing to be fantastic for the vibrancy of the 
younger people in Wilmot. Hopefully, we 
can get creative solutions to keep youth 
here which will in turn support our aging 
community. It’s a fabulous balance age-
wise. We have some retired people, and 
everything, down to me being the young-
est and everything in between. I’m really 
looking forward to that balance of differ-
ent age and experience in generations to 
really feel like the voices in the township 
are accurately being represented at the 
table.”

Karen Redman has successfully defended 
her title as Regional Chair with 75.7% of 
the vote, easily beating two competitors 
Brendan John Da Costa and Narine Dat 
Sookram.

Brand New Council

As Salonen mentioned, there are no return-
ing members of council in Wilmot. Here are 
the results for the four wards in Wilmot:

Ward 1 - Stewart Cressman

Stewart Cressman unseated incumbent 
Angie Hallman with 58% of the votes.

Ward 2 - Kris Wilkinson

Kris Wilkinson unseated incumbent 
Cheryl Gordijk with 70.6% of the votes. 
Reginald Simpson garnered 2.9% of the 
votes.

Ward 3 - Harvir Sidhu

Harvir Sidhu won against Gary Mosburger 
with 65.5% of the votes. The previous Ward 
3 councillor, Barry Fisher, did not run for 
re-election.

“I am very excited to have the opportuni-
ty to serve the community I grew up in,” 
said Sidhu. “The people of Baden have 
put their trust in me to be their voice in 
council. Moving forward I want to settle in 
and start with a positive tone. Build a rela-
tionship with staff and get to work on the 
upcoming budget.”

Ward 4 - Lillianne Dunstall and Steven 
Martin

Lillianne Dunstall and Steven Martin won 
the two seats for Ward 4, with Dunstall 
obtaining 51.4% of the vote and Steven 
Martin getting 38.9%. Rob Downs received 
31.2%, Terry Broda got 28.6%, Stephanie 
Goertz obtained 27.5%, and John Jordan 
garnered 22.4%.

“We were hosting an appreciation night 
for all those who helped with my cam-
paign,” said Lillianne, on how she felt 
about winning. “I was in one room and I 
heard someone yelling the numbers are in 
and you are winning! Honestly it was at 
that moment that it became so extremely 
real for me and I was thrilled to see those 
numbers come in.

“Focusing for me will be two-fold, I would 
like to sit with Steve Martin to discuss 
all the issues he and I heard while door 
knocking. I will also be meeting with 
township staff to find out what each of 
them does, who their processes work and 
how we can work together. I am also ex-
cited about the new council team and look 
forward to working with them.”

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

There will be plenty of new faces in the 
Wellesley council chambers after the mu-
nicipal election on Monday, October 24.

In Ward 3, Derek Brick (613 votes) de-
feated Mary Lichty (356) with 63.3% of 
the vote. Former councillor, Peter van der 
Maas, chose not to run for re-election.

“I am excited to represent Ward 3,” said 
Brick. “I wasn’t sure what to expect when 
the polls closed but it was a fun night with 

a lot of anticipation awaiting the final 
count.”

He said it was great to hear from people in 
the community, and that there were a lot 
of engaged individuals asking questions 
about the township’s future. The departing 
council did well and left the newcomers in 
good hands, he added. For now, Brick is ex-
cited to transition into the position. 

“For the time being my focus is to learn the 
systems, meet the staff, and get adjusted. 

There are no major issues that I am look-
ing to tackle right away,” said Brick. “I am 
hopeful that November and December will 
serve as a bit of a learning time for the new 
council and then we can hit the ground 
running on some of the larger discussions 
in the new year.”

In Ward 4, Claude Hergott (423) defeated 
Robert Caskanette (297) with 41.3% of the 
vote. Former councillor, Carl Smit, did not 
run again.
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Wilmot Places Faith in Salonen as New 
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Wilmot Township 
2022 Municipal Election Results

MAYOR
Natasha Salonen 4,254         61.2%
Jenn Pfenning 2,694         38.8%

6,948         
COUNCILLOR, WARD 1
Stewart Cressman 666            58.0%
Angie Hallman 482            42.0%

1,148         
COUNCILLOR, WARD 2
Kris Wilkinson 646            70.4%
Cheryl Gordijk 244            26.6%
Reginald Simpson 27              2.9%

917            
COUNCILLOR, WARD 3
Harvir Sidhu 1,040         65.5%
Gary Mosburger 548            34.5%

1,588         
COUNCILLOR, WARD 4
Lillianne Dunstall 1,574         51.4%
Steven Martin 1,191         38.9%
Ron Downs 956            31.2%
Terry Broda 876            28.6%
Stephanie Goertz 843            27.5%
John Jordan 686            22.4%

3,063         (est)
Regional Chair
Karen Redman 4,870         75.7%
Brendan John Da Costa 1,234         19.2%
Narine Dat Sookram 331            5.1%

6,435         (est)
Waterloo Region DSB
Scott Piatkowski 2,057         46.1%
George Schmidt 1,930         43.3%
Kathleen Woodcock 1,880         42.2%
Marie Snyder 1,761         39.5%
Cristina Bairos-Fernandes 1,752         39.3%
Martin Mirt 1,595         35.8%
Wendy Woodhall 1,534         34.4%
Alisa McClurg 479            10.7%
Maden Dheer 221            5.0%
Franklin Ramsoomair 171            3.8%

4,460         (est)
Waterlook Region Catholic DSB
Tracey Weiler 349            89.2%
Kathy Doherty-Masters 309            79.0%
Wendy Ashby 264            67.5%
Renée Kraft 169            43.2%
Julie Molenaar 153            39.1%
Simone Beaucage 144            36.8%
Dariusz Grabka 107            27.3%
Hadembes Yebetit 70              17.9%

391            (est)

Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
2022 Municipal Election Results

MAYOR
Phillip Schaefer 1,218        56.2%
Don Edmiston 948           43.8%

2,166        
DEPUTY MAYOR
Brad Smith 1,396        65.5%
Lee Griffi 734           34.5%

2,130        
COUNCILLOR, WARD 1
Steven Van Wyk (acclaimed)
Scott Zehr (acclaimed)

COUNCILLOR, WARD 2
Scott Rudy (acclaimed)

COUNCILLOR, WARD 3
Jeremy Smith 556           38.8%
Matthew Gillespie 542           37.8%
Cody Hayward 336           23.4%

1,434        

Mix of new and familiar faces on council 
in East Zorra Tavistock

Three new faces at Wellesley council

Township of Wellesley
2022 Municipal Election Results

MAYOR
Joe Nowak (acclaimed)

COUNCILLOR, WARD 1
Shelley Wagner (acclaimed)

COUNCILLOR, WARD 2
Lori Sebben (acclaimed)

COUNCILLOR, WARD 3
Derek Brick 613           63.3%
Mary Lichty 356           36.7%

969           
COUNCILLOR, WARD 4
Claude Hergott 423           58.8%
Robert Caskanette 297           41.3%

720           
Regional Chair
Karen Redman 1,346        73.4%
Brendan John Da Costa 387           21.1%
Narine Dat Sookram 100           5.5%

1,833        
English Public School Board Trustee
Fred Meissner 534           38.2%
Jen Burkholder 367           26.3%
Zach Smith 347           24.8%
Gerhard Ens 149           10.7%

1,397        
English Separate School Board Trustee
Linda Cuff 167           74.7%
Conrad Stanley 117           52.3%
Sally Fuentes 98             43.8%
Nike Dattani 65             29.1%

224           

Formerly East Zorra Tavistock's Ward 1 
councillor, Phillip Schaefer was elected as 
mayor in the municipal election on Monday, 
October 24.
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By Lee Griffi

Oxford County will be installing oversized 
stop signs with flashing lights at the site 
of an intersection where a 22-year-old 
Wilmot Township woman recently lost her 
life in a collision.  

It is expected the new signs will be in-
stalled by the end of November. The 
Gazette recently interviewed three top 
officials from Oxford County in order to 
inform the public about what responsibil-
ities the county has along with the neigh-
bouring municipalities.  

Ben Addley is the county’s interim chief 
administrative officer and says when 
there are a number of governments in-
volved, it’s not easy. “It is a complex situa-
tion. It’s not only three area municipalities 
but two counties and a region as well. That 
all comes into play regarding jurisdiction.”

Frank Gross is the county’s manager 
of transportation and waste manage-
ment and describes what the county 
will be installing at Oxford Road 5 and 
Punkeydoodles Avenue. “The flashing 
light and the larger stop signs there, and 
we will also undertake a four-way stop 
analysis there for short-term items. We 
have also identified an intersection study 
in the Transportation Master Plan for 2024 
to 2028 that would consider a roundabout. 
This would be a candidate for a potential 
roundabout for improved functionality.”

There has been a tremendous amount 
of confusion over who is responsible for 
what in the area, but Gross says Oxford 
is the main player. “Oxford Road 5 is a 
boundary road. The ownership is shared 
between Oxford County and Wilmot 
Township and then Perth Oxford Road, 
which is to the west, is shared ownership 
between Perth and Oxford. In both cas-
es, we have boundary road maintenance 
agreements with Wilmot and Perth where 
Oxford is responsible for the operation 
and maintenance.” Gross adds that annu-
al maintenance is a shared cost, and any 
capital improvement is a shared cost as 
well. “But then all participating munici-
palities have a decision-making authority 
as to the capital upgrades.”

Some area residents are critical of the 
recent stop sign announcement as they 
believe it took a fatality for the county to 
act. Addley does say that any time there is 
a tragic event in the community, staff are 
going to look at it to see if there is an op-
portunity for change. “What can we do to 
make things better now. And that means 
we make changes following a debrief af-
ter an incident like this pending those 
broader studies and reviews. I think we 
are going to do that, and quite frankly, I 
think we would do that when we have col-
lisions or things like this across the entire 
municipality.”

David Simpson is the county’s director 
of public works, and he says traffic con-
cerns are always top of mind. “We regular-
ly monitor the safety and performance of 
all the intersections across Oxford’s mu-
nicipal road network, including this one, 
most recently as part of the 2019 Master 

Transportation Plan update. The plan 
would have had multijurisdictional con-
sultation and engagement around that, 
so it was distributed to all the respective 
councils in terms of the findings of the re-
view.” He adds the county did another re-
view in December of last year in response 
to a resident complaint over safety. “We 
had some findings from that, and that all 
kind of ties into our county-wide traffic 
calming and road safety program, which 
has been in place since 2019.” Oxford 
County’s Public Works department has 
only received that one complaint. Several 
notes have been sent to elected officials, 
but it appears nothing was ever done with 
them.  

Part of the confusion at the intersection 
is that three police forces historically re-
spond to collisions in the area. Despite 
that, Simpson says they have been able 
to track down data. “We have been able to 
source all the collision history going back 
over the last nine years. From 2013 and 
2021, we are aware of 11 collisions. We 
took that accident information and the 
collision history, and we did some tabletop 
calculations on a metric called the colli-
sion rate per one million vehicle kilome-
ters, which is the typical metric you look 
at as one factor of intersection safety. It 
turned out to be a metric of 1.3 which still 

is below the Ministry of Transportation 
provincial average of 1.5.” He does admit 
the data doesn’t capture the near miss-
es that have occurred. “For us, we really 
believe part of the issue arises from the 
fact that drivers may be assuming the in-
tersection is a four-way stop when in fact, 
it is a southbound/northbound two-way 
stop.”

Area residents and those who regularly 
drive through say it is a very confusing in-
tersection for motorists who are new to it. 
Simpson says road design is one factor to 
be looked at, but traffic patterns and traf-
fic volumes are constantly changing. “We 
could drive on a road we used 10 years 
ago. The relative safety or functional per-
formance at that intersection might be 
different today. We feel a lot of the con-
cern there is some of the north or south-
bound drivers are failing to yield or stop 
when there is east or westbound traffic. 
We couldn’t come up with any restric-
tions on sightlines by drivers as they are 
approaching that intersection, so that’s 
something we are aware of, and certain-
ly keen to hear back from the Waterloo 
Regional Police to see if there are any 
more details from the most recent fatal 
accident.”

The county can’t predict what the future 

holds for the Punkeydoodles area, but 
Simpson says they will continue to work 
on it. “In terms of the measures we pro-
pose now, we are certainly suggesting 
those enhancements in the interim un-
til there is further study. There might be 
enough traffic volume or collision history 
to create an all-way stop. Historically we 
have not seen those warranted based on 
the critical thresholds set by the Ontario 
Traffic Manual.” He does add that there is 
a misconception in the public eye about 
why municipalities construct round-
abouts. “The main function is to improve 
traffic flow, not to improve road safety. 
They are put in to improve the flow of ve-
hicles, so it’s more about more efficient, 
optimal movement of traffic. Any collision 
in a roundabout has a lower chance of 
severe injuries.” He adds county staff are 
willing to sit down with area residents to 
have a conversation about traffic in the 
Punkeydoodles area.

The Gazette asked all three county staff 
members if any municipal politician had 
approached them regarding safety at 
the intersection and each answered no. 
Addley says he does want the public to 
know they can request a delegation at 
Oxford County Council as a group or as 
individuals to raise their concerns in front 
of elected officials. They can also contact 
county employees. “If they want to reach 
out to staff and express a concern, we are 
more than willing to consult with area 
residents.”  

Addley says everyone wants safe roads, 
and he encourages drivers to be alert. 
“This is a tragic event, and our sympathies 
go out to the families and the community. 
Ideally, we try to make our roads as safe 
as possible and a reminder to drivers, not 
specific to this incident because we don’t 
know what the findings are, but diligence 
and attention is required when driving, 
especially in the rural areas.”  

Local MP Reaction

Tim Louis is the Liberal Member of 
Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga and 
hopes positive change is coming. “Our 
community is heartbroken by the tragic 
loss of the young woman from Wilmot. 
My heart goes out to the family, and my 
continued thoughts and prayers are with 
their younger daughter who remains in 
hospital.”

Louis says he has also been active in ad-
vocating for change in the area. “I have 
heard clearly from our community the 
calls for safety improvements to the in-
tersection. I spoke with the mayors, war-
dens, and regional chair in multiple mu-
nicipalities and counties. I have also had 
conversations with residents who have 
voiced ongoing concerns around the safe-
ty of Punkeydoodles Corner, and I share 
our community’s determination to ensure 
a tragedy like this never occurs again.” 
He adds that regardless of jurisdiction, 
the municipalities and counties need to 
work together. There are already bound-
ary road agreements between counties for 
maintenance, so there is precedence to 
cooperate.”

NEWS —
Oxford County Installing New Stop Signs at 
Dangerous Punkeydoodles Corners Intersection  

A vehicle entered the ditch on Tuesday, November 25 near the intersection where a Wilmot 
Township resident lost her life recently. (Photo contributed)
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The passenger train stops at the 
railway terminal, the ship docks 
to end its cruise and an aircraft 
arrives at the gate after its flight, 
and the weary hiker, after many 
hours, steps through the doorway 
of home. All of these describe the 
end of a long journey.    

So it is for me as well as I use the 
foregoing to illustrate that this is 
the last Perspectives column. It has 
been my great pleasure to write in 
this place for some two years, since 

the beginning of this publication. 
Time takes a toll on everyone in 
varying degrees, physically and 
otherwise, and this writer is no ex-
ception. After some deep thought 
and consideration, with the help 
of devoted family members and 
friends, my decision was made. 
Writing had become my passion 
and mental stimulation, and build-
ing phrases was a delight. 

But now, the ravages of time have 
taken a toll on my eyesight, mem-
ory and physical well-being. My 
journey in this column ends. 

At times there have been challeng-
es in finding topics of good interest 
to most people. Readers, relatives 
and friends have given me com-
ments of support, enjoyment and 
memory-jogging, and for that, I am 
most grateful. Searching for topics 
has triggered my own memories of 
events, and people and other times, 
all with their joys and sorrows, al-
lowing me to relive the past with 
them. For that, too, I am grateful. 

Being blessed with the opportuni-

ty to think and write about articles 
well into the tenth decade of my 
life gave me another sense of pur-
pose, another blessing. 

Writing has been my livelihood 
(intermittently) since 1948 when 
my first column, “Our Town,” ap-
peared in the weekly newspaper 
in New Hamburg. Not trained for 
the task, it was a learning experi-
ence for me which has continued to 
the present. Reporting on Council 
meetings for the next twenty years 
not only gave me a great education 
in municipal affairs, but also gave 
me an acclamation to Village Coun-
cil. That was the start of being in-
volved in municipal affairs for over 
five decades, including a position 
as Mayor of the town of New Ham-
burg and then Mayor of the Town-
ship of Wilmot. My public service 
ended with a seven-year Provin-
cial appointment to the Waterloo 
Regional Police Services Board, the 
last year as Chair.  

Being involved municipally also 
included the opportunity for the 

Mayor to meet officials at other 
levels of prominence, including 
several Lieutenants-Governor of 
Ontario, Canadian Governors-Gen-
eral, Members of Cabinet, two 
Prime Ministers, and three Ontario 
Premiers. One dinner engagement 
placed me seated beside the late 
Premier Bill Davis, whom I ad-
mired as, in my perception, the best 
Premier his party and supporters 
have elected in Ontario. 

Of lesser interest to our readers is 
my having been approached sev-
eral times to consider becoming 
a candidate at the provincial and 
also national levels. Of course, my 
refusal was quick and definite. As 
a keen observer of politics over 
many decades, there was no way 
that I could adhere to party lines, 
and so I am not a member of a po-
litical party. Having seen the ex-
treme partisanship displayed by 
many in the United States, it has 
given me the impression that par-
ty politics very much has gotten in 
the way of good government and 

caused animosities. In my view, not 
shared by all, is that party politics 
does not have a legitimate place in 
municipal government. The peo-
ple deserve better, but can they 
achieve it? 

But this column should not be 
about me, or what I was able to 
achieve or experience, but rather 
to express my deep gratitude for it 
to have been an honour and a priv-
ilege to have been accorded those 
positions. Yes, there were successes 
but failures as well. The latter were 
great lessons in humility and real-
ity, and that much can be learned 
even from a failure. 

To my readers who have expressed 
approval, encouragement of my 
meagre efforts, suggested topics 
and other good thoughts, my sin-
cere gratitude and a fond farewell. 
If the future seems dark at times, 
remember that dawn always fol-
lows nighttime. 

Ernie Ritz is the first Mayor of Wil-
mot, a former newspaper editor, and 
local historian.

PERSPECTIVES: Journey’s End  

By Ernie Ritz

Impaired driver in Perth East

A 23-year-old Milverton man was charged with im-
paired driving in Perth East on October 15.

Just after 11 p.m., officers from the Perth County On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP) respond to a single motor 
vehicle collision on Perth Road 131 in the Township of 
PerthEast.

When the officer approached the vehicle, they observed 
a lone man standing near the vehicle. Upon speaking 
with the driver, officers claimed that it became apparent 
that the driver had consumed alcohol and was display-
ing signs of impairment. A roadside screening device 
was administered, and the driver was subsequently ar-
rested and transported to a local operations centre for 
more testing.

A 23-year-old Milverton man was charged with “oper-
ation while impaired - blood alcohol concentration (80 
plus).” The accused was released from custody and is 
scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Stratford at a later date to answer to the charge.

Anyone with information about this incident should im-
mediately contact the Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. Those who wish to remain anonymous can call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

Missing Wilmot woman found after 20-hour absence

A 24-year-old Wilmot woman was found alive last week 
after she had been missing for about 20 hours. 

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) post-
ed that they were conducting the search for a missing 
woman around 11:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 19. 
WRPS Constable André Johnson said that she was re-
ported missing Wednesday evening.

By the next morning, the search party included an On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP) helicopter, a flying drone, 
and local residents. Cst. Johnson added that the WRPS 
neighbourhood policing patrol, direct action response 
team, general investigations unit, investigative services 
branch, special response unit, canine team, and auxilia-
ry officers also helped with the search.

“Community members assisted by sharing our posts on 
social media, and I believe had searched some proper-
ties in the area for the missing female as well,” said Cst. 
Johnson. 

A community member found Rosie Laepple in the area 
of Bleams and Sandhills roads in Wilmot Township on 
Thursday, October 20. She was found on another prop-
erty, according to police. 

Her condition is unknown - she was assessed by emer-
gency medical services and taken to the hospital as a 
precaution. 

Collision in Perth East

A 19-year-old has been charged after colliding with the 
rear of another vehicle in Perth East on October 9.

Just after 8 p.m., the Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) responded to a collision on Line 34 in the 
Township of Perth East. One person was transported to 
a local hospital as a precaution.

A 19-year-old Mitchell resident has been charged with 
“following too closely.” The accused was issued a Provin-
cial Notice for the offence.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at 
www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anon-
ymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 
leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com. 

Trailer stolen from Perth East residence

A trailer was stolen from a Perth East residence on Line 
29 sometime between 5:30 p.m. on October 19 and 7 a.m. 
on October 20. 

The trailer is described by the Perth County Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) as a “2022 white Ligh LTF,” with 
an estimated value of $18,000.

The Perth County OPP would like to remind citizens to 
keep all vehicles and buildings locked and report any 
suspicious activity immediately. Consider installing se-
curity features, such as increased lighting, camera or 
alarms.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at 
www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anon-
ymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 
leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

NEWS BRIEFS
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Students at five secondary schools in the 
Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB), including at Waterloo-Oxford 
District Secondary School (WODSS), will 
become better prepared for the world that 
they will graduate in, thanks to a “design 
thinking approach” by their teachers.

According to a release by the WRDSB, the 
approach recognizes that when current 
students enter the working world, they 
will be facing problems we don’t yet know, 
and doing jobs that have yet to be created.

With this challenge in mind, and recogniz-
ing the Waterloo Region community’s rep-
utation as an innovation hub in Ontario 
and Canada, the WRDSB partnered with 
Smart Waterloo Region (SWR). 

Together, the groups are supporting a 
“ground-up” approach for WRDSB teach-
ers in learning how they can use the 
Global Innovation Management Institute’s 
(GIMI) Impact Program in their class-
rooms to inspire students to take a design 
thinking approach to solving real-world 
problems in their communities.

“Both the WRDSB and the Region of 
Waterloo have united with a goal of mak-
ing Waterloo Region the best community 
for children and youth,” said Grayson Bass, 
manager of the Smart Waterloo Region 
Innovation Lab. 

“Our partnership with the WRDSB al-
lows us to connect with and support ed-
ucators, students, and communities, as we 
help them implement the GIMI Impact 
Program in their classrooms. I could not be 
happier with the results and how we have 
been able to partner with WRDSB. The re-
sults are inspiring.”

Three secondary vice principals are help-
ing lead this effort in the WRDSB, in-
cluding Carli Parsons, Sandy Millar and 
Stephen Gray. They described how this 
effort began with three rural secondary 
schools during the last school year, includ-
ing WODSS, Elmira District Secondary 
School (EDSS), and Southwood Secondary 
School (SSS).

“Innovation really does begin on the fring-
es, so let’s take these three rural schools 
and we will pilot this innovation curricu-
lum at our three sites,” said Parsons. “The 
idea was to encourage students to look 
within the school and within their commu-
nity for problems and challenges and use 
this design thinking curriculum to propose 
solutions.”

The pilot program that affected more than 
300 students was a resounding success, 
Millar explained, and has now entered 
phase two. This year, the program includes 
two additional secondary schools: Cameron 
Heights Collegiate Institute (CHCI) and 
Jacob Hespeler Secondary School (JHSS) 
led by Vice Principals Christine Moser 
and Adrian Blair. The program will affect 
about 800 secondary students this year. 

Design Thinking in the Classroom

To help introduce this framework to their 
classroom, teachers from each of the five 
secondary schools met at Communitech in 
Kitchener to learn about the GIMI Impact 
Framework and how it can be applied to a 
range of subjects.

Throughout the first year of the pro-
gram, teachers used the design thinking 
approach to support students at all lev-
els in engaging with a variety of subjects, 
from math, to geography, to English, to 
Indigenous studies, to science.

“One teacher ran his entire English class 
as a design thinking challenge,” said 
Parsons. “The students went through the 
design thinking process over the course 
of the semester. The learning and creativ-
ity that happened in that classroom was 
incredible.”

Whatever the subject, students begin by 
identifying a problem that either they or 
someone else in their community has ex-
perienced. They then start to assess pos-
sible solutions to the issue, by thinking 
about the user’s experience.

Tapping Into Students’ Passion, Joy, Data 
and Desire to Make a Difference

“They’re identifying something that’s 
important to them,” said Gray, helping 

students to uncover their passion – a sub-
ject or topic they care about, and are inter-
ested in learning more about.

“Working on something that you’re pas-
sionate about, it’s easy to find joy in it,” 
Gray said.

As students work through identifying the 
pinch point of the problem, they engage 
in empathy work to better understand the 
end users.

“They conducted interviews, ran case stud-
ies and created surveys within both the 
school and the community,” said Parsons. 
“Tapping into real data and anecdotal evi-
dence to support their work.”

It all culminates in a pitch day at each 
school, where students pitch their solution 
to SWR representatives, for the opportu-
nity to see their plan funded and executed 
in the real world.

“You can see the passion, excitement and 
solutions that each of the students in-
volved brings to their projects,” said Bass. 
“We’re so excited to see what the students 
will accomplish this year and we can’t wait 
to fund a second round of projects.”

“We’re looking at kids driving their learn-
ing, working through processes and actu-
ally seeing their projects get funded,” said 
Millar.

This past school year, some of the the 
funded projects included:

- Smartphone application focused on wa-
ter quality testing,

- Gender-affirming clothing fund,

- Territorial acknowledgment plaques at 
regional airports,

- Sexual assault and crisis training 
program.

Beyond seeing their visions come to real-
ity, the students are building skills in the 
classroom that will better prepare them for 
whatever their post-secondary pathway 
may be, said Gray. These are also known 
as Global Competencies – attributes that 
help students meet the shifting and ongo-
ing demands of life, work and learning.

“It’s communication, collaboration, critical 
thinking,” he said. “It’s hard to go through 
this process and not gain these skills, 
based on the framework that’s been laid 
out.”

One great strength of this approach is that 
it unlocks the students’ own knowledge 
and experiences as assets in achieving 
academically, and, ultimately, in earning 
them credits in secondary school. Their 
own lived experiences are engaged as they 
work to identify a problem or concern in 
their community, and set about working 
together to find a solution.

“Your experience matters, and your ex-
perience is going to contribute to your 
success in school,” said Parsons. “You can 
make change.”

Transforming Long-Held Teaching 
Methods

As they prepare for another year of the 
GIMI Impact Program in the WRDSB, 
Parsons, Millar and Gray, along with all 
of the educators involved, are looking 
forward to what’s ahead. For many edu-
cators, this process involves letting go of 
long-held methods in their teaching, and 
rethinking their entire approach.

Though it won’t be easy, they know just 
how much it will help to support the ac-
ademic success of all the students who 
take part. Many of the educators spoke 
about increases in their own sense of joy 
and well-being as they went through the 
process.

“The students are excited and engaged in 
their learning, and so are their teachers,” 
said Parsons. “It’s a lot of work and a lot of 
coordination, but the rewards are just so 
substantial.”

Overall, this approach allows students to 
bring learning to life in the real world by 
giving them opportunities for leadership 
in their own communities through the 
learning they’re doing in the classroom. 
It allows them to combine what they’ve 
learned across subject areas, bringing all 
of their skills and talents together for a 
project they care deeply about.

Bringing innovation to high students students, 
including WO, across the WRDSB

COMMUNITY —

Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor,

I served as a Lieutenant with the Queen’s Own Ri-
fles regiment in the Second World War. In 1945, in the 
Rhine Valley, Germany, I was injured by an anti-per-
sonnel mine explosion, resulting in the loss of my left 
leg below the knee.

When I returned home from the war, I joined The War 
Amps and have been a member ever since. This Associ-
ation was started by First World War amputee veterans 
to help each other adapt to their new reality as ampu-
tees.

In 1975, The War Amps established the Child Amputee 
(CHAMP) Program, which provides young amputees 
with financial assistance for artificial limbs and peer 
support from fellow amputees. The veteran members 
wanted to ensure that young amputees have the vital 
support they need, and it makes me very happy to see 
it’s still going strong today!

I also take great comfort in knowing that Champs will 
continue to move the organization forward and keep 
spreading the message of remembrance, even after I no 
longer can. Through The War Amps Operation Legacy 
program, Champs have taken up the torch of remem-
brance to commemorate the sacrifices of those who 
served and continue to serve.

I can say with pride that the legacy and sacrifices my 
comrades and I have left behind will be remembered 
long into the future.

Charlie Jefferson, 98, Member of The War Amps, Ottawa

-----------------------------------------------------------

Salonen’s plan to focus on more traditional municipal 
issues instead of debating what to do with its statues is 
not going to make the issue that started the statue con-
troversy go away. The decision by a previous council in 
2016, to accept the “free” statue project without public 

consultation, started the controversy. Of course, it has 
not been free. It has cost the municipality a great deal 
financially and also caused divisions in the community. 

Since the original decision to accept the statues was 
made, Canadians have become increasingly aware 
of the injustices to which Indigenous Peoples in our 
country have been subjected. The TRC’s Calls to Ac-
tion require us to educate ourselves about the history 
of Indigenous Peoples in this country and to work on 
improving relationships with them. 

Some people in Wilmot would like to turn back the 
clock. However, there is only one way forward and that 
is to deal with the issue of the statues by bringing to-
gether representatives of this area’s diverse population 
to have a respectful dialogue about how our community 
can heal from this time of discord and live up to Wil-
mot’s vision of being cohesive, vibrant and welcoming.

Dorothy Wilson, New Hamburg
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

By Paul Bartlett, Tavistock and District 
Historical Society

How do you account for the fact that 
the German dialect (Wilmot-Tavistock 
Deitsch) that was spoken by the early set-
tlers of the Tavistock and Wilmot area and 
who came to Ontario directly from Europe 
speak a Deitsch dialect that is almost iden-
tical to that as spoken by the early settlers 
in Elmira who came not from Europe but 
from Pennsylvania?

The answer to that question was the ba-
sis for a talk given on Saturday, October 
22 by Mark Louden, a professor of lin-
guistics from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and organized by the Tavistock 
and District Historical Society.

German was the language in the homes 
and on the streets and school grounds 
of the Wilmot, South Easthope and East 
Zorra areas until the middle of the last 
century but it has slowly been replaced by 
English. Aware that the local dialect may 
soon be lost forever, Rev. Fred Lichti ap-
proached the Historical Society with the 
idea of recording some speakers of the 
language in order to preserve it. To date, 
over thirty people have participated.

Some of the recorded material was shared 
with Professor Louden, who is the au-
thor of the book Pennsylvania Dutch: The 
Story of an American Language. Professor 
Louden was impressed with the quality of 
the recordings and felt that the preserva-
tion of the local dialect was important and 
would be of interest to scholars around 
the world.

According to Professor Louden, all variet-
ies of Pennsylvania Deitsch have their or-
igin in a small part of Germany known as 

the Palatinate, which is on the west bank 
of the Rhine just on the border with Alsace 
in France. For 500 years, this area was in 
the middle of wars between France and 
Germany and experienced devastation 
many times over. Groups of people moved 
out during the wars, and after the wars, 
other groups moved in to fill the void.    

Professor Louden used a clip from the 
Tavistock Wie Geht’s project tapes and 
compared the dialect spoken there with 
one spoken by a Pennsylvania Deitsch 
speaker from Elmira. He pointed out the 
different and subtle nuances in pronun-
ciation between the two and then went on 
to demonstrate that one could determine 
where one came from in Germany by the 
way they pronounced certain words.

The study of linguistics, Professor Louden 
concluded, shows that the Pennsylvania 
Deitsch-speaking Amish and Mennonites 
of the Kitchener-Waterloo came from 
the Palatinate area of Germany via 
Pennsylvania. Those of the Wilmot-
Tavistock area came from the Palatinate 
by a more circuitous route. They started 
in Switzerland, then immigrated into the 
Palatinate, and then later emigrated out 
of the Palatinate to other parts of Europe 
(Bavaria and Alsace). From there, they 
then came to Ontario.

The talk by Professor Louden was held 
at the Tavistock Mennonite Church. This 
church has excellent audio-visual facili-
ties, and the talk was recorded. This fas-
cinating look at the Pennsylvania Deitsch 
language and how it can be used to trace 
one’s roots within Europe can there-
fore be viewed anytime on the Tavistock 
Mennonite Church website.  

Linguistics Professor Explores the Unique Pennsylvania 
Deitsch Dialect Spoken in Wilmot-Tavistock

Mark Louden, linguistics professor at the University of Wisconsin, attended a Tavistock and 
District Historical Society event on Saturday, October 22. (Photo contributed)
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The province’s Ministry of Education re-
cently introduced a new online learn-
ing graduation requirement for students 
receiving an Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma (OSSD).

Students receiving an OSSD must com-
plete two online credits of the total 30 
credits required for their OSSD. The new 
requirement applies to students who 

entered Grade 9 in the 2020-2021 school 
year. In other words, it applies to Grade 
9, 10 and 11 students in the 2022-2023 
school year.

Online courses or credits are delivered us-
ing the Internet, and are sometimes called 
eLearning courses. They do not require 
students to be physically present in a 
school. Examinations or final evaluations 
are exceptions to this.

Students may attend a school for access 
to internet connectivity, learning devices 
and school-based support. Schools will 
communicate the online courses that are 
available, which may take place through 
the course calendar or course selection 
process.

Parents or caregivers of students can 
choose to opt-out of the online learning 
graduation requirement. If your child 

started Grade 9 on or after September 
1, 2020 and you wish to opt them out of 
the online graduation requirement, you 
should complete the Waterloo Region 
District School Board (WRDSB) Online 
Graduation Requirement Opt-Out Form. 

These forms can be found on the School-
Day website or app. Alternatively, the form 
is available on the WRDSB website. 

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA) issued a news release on October 
7, stating that the conservation areas are 
great places to enjoy with the whole fam-
ily, including canine companions, but that 

it important to be aware of the rules when 
visiting a GRCA property with four legged 
friends. 

“Dogs are welcome at most Grand River 
Conservation Areas in the watershed, but 
must be on a leash and kept under control 

at all times or visitors could face fines,” 
said the GRCA. “This fall, GRCA conserva-
tion area staff will be increasing enforce-
ment and encouraging guests to ‘Take the 
Lead’ when visiting with their pets.”

Conservation area visitors must pick up 

after their dogs and always be consid-
erate of others, in addition to the leash 
requirements.

For more information about visiting Grand 
River Conservation Areas with your pets, 
visit www.grandriver.ca/takethelead. 

WRDSB online learning graduation requirement 
and opt out process

The Grand River Conservation Authority reminding 
visitors to keep dog on leash in conservation areas

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

60 Holley Avenue, Tavistock
Are you dreaming of a newer house, but do not want to go through the building process, then be 
sure to view through the open house, or call me or your own realtor to view. Built in 2020 by Apple 
Homes, this great family home offers approximately 2,690 square feet on living space, plus an un-
spoiled basement. Features of this great home include, an open concept, kitchen and living room 
area, with a slider to a deck and fully fenced rear yard, great for the children or your pets, 4 bed-
rooms and 2 full baths on the upper level, finished family room, and so much more. This home is a 
must view from the inside, do not miss viewing this home any longer. Be sure to view, as this might 
be just what you have been looking for - welcome to your new home. MLS#40303566 $1,100,000

OPEN HOUSE:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29TH - 2:00-4:00 P.M.

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE
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arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES
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TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Wednesday, November 9, 2022
Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL
3 Adam St., Tavistock

Drive-Thru Pick-Up
$25

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-3pm
or from Club members or call 
519-655-2286 or 519-655-2708

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

SAUERKRAUT &SAUERKRAUT &
BBQ PORK CHOPBBQ PORK CHOP  

DINNERDINNER

By Lee Griffi

Crime Stoppers of Oxford is encourag-
ing county residents to join its Board of 
Directors. The group says it would like 
to hear from those who are keen to help 
make Oxford a safer place for everyone.  

Linda Bartlett is Vice-President of the 
Crime Stoppers board and says the time 
is now for new people to become involved 
and to raise their profile. “Like everything 
else during COVID, it was kind of out of 
site, out of mind. There just seems to be 
more and more crime, and we thought it 
would be good to highlight the opportu-
nity to recruit new board members, but 
that people can make those anonymous 
tips and people are eligible for rewards. 
Often people don’t want to get involved 
and this is one way they can do the right 
thing but not be involved in a court case 
and have those legal fallouts.” 

Bartlett says she is hoping for people to 
come forward from all over Oxford. “I 
don’t live in Woodstock myself, and we do 
have a board member from Tillsonburg 
right now, but we don’t have anyone from 
the north end of the county. Ideally, we 
want representation from all over.” She 
adds despite regular meetings, the time 
commitment is reasonable. “We meet the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 in 
the morning. For most folks, that seems 
to work because we get it out of the way 
before work or just go in a bit late. We 
are in a hybrid model right now where 
we meet at the Woodstock Police Service, 

but we do virtual as well if someone 
doesn’t want to make the trip, so there 
are options there.” 

One thing people may not realize is that 
Crimestoppers is not affiliated with any 
police forces, but they do work in con-
junction with the police to help solve 
crimes. “Any of the tips that come in are 
sent out to the appropriate police force, 

whether they be the OPP or Woodstock 
city. Sometimes we even get tips from 
outside of Oxford County because down 
in the Tillsonburg area we will get tips 
for the Haldimand or Norfolk areas,” 
adds Bartlett. 

While Crimestoppers is looking for a 
geographical range of board members, 
Bartlett says that isn’t the only factor in 

selecting new talent for the organization. 
“Obviously, community engagement is 
huge. Pre-pandemic, we used to try and 
get out to all of the events in the commu-
nity setting up a display and talking to 
folks about who we are. We want to get 
back to that level and are slowly starting 
to do that. We don’t have paid employees 
or any government funding; even the re-
wards are fundraised dollars.” The group 
is also looking for people with experi-
ence in cultural sensitivity and commu-
nity engagement and high level of integ-
rity and duty to the protection of Oxford 
County. Any successful candidates will 
also need to produce a clean criminal 
background check.  

Bartlett adds the organization is also wel-
coming any ideas to raise much-need-
ed funds. “Sponsors, if people like to do 
fundraising, we are always looking for 
unique ideas. We have had a golf tour-
nament that has run for many years, 
and we had a yearly gala. We are toss-
ing around whether we want that back 
again or to start something else. We are 
always looking at options to continue the 
fundraising in order to keep paying out 
rewards.” 

“We get tips on anything from known 
crime to somebody knows that someone 
is driving without a license; anything and 
everything comes through the tipline. 
You can also do it online on the Oxford 
Crimestoppers website at https://www.
oxfordcrimestoppers.com/. An online 
application form is also available. 

Oxford County Crime Stoppers Seeking Board 
Members 

An Oxford County Crime Stoppers event before the pandemic. (Photo contributed)
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Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Nutrition Equity Program keeps students eating 
healthy at Stratford District Secondary School

Jai and Kaleb enjoying hard cooked eggs ready to eat for a nutrition break at Stratford Dis-
trict Secondary School last week.

Nate and Jessie ready to enjoy hard cooked peeled eggs offered free of charge courtesy of 
Perth County EGG farmers, at their secondary school last week.

By Gary West

Much has been said in the last number of 
years about keeping students healthy and 
eating properly. 

In March this year, at a school in Stratford 
in Perth County, organizers began a nutri-
tion equity program at Stratford District 
Secondary School (the school created 
when Stratford Central and Stratford 
Northwestern merged). 

They started offering free breakfast for 
lunch (over 40 sandwiches every day), 
to all students who forgot their lunch, or 
would like something nutritious to eat. 
Thanks to Egg Farmers of Ontario, and 
especially those in Perth County, their do-
nation of hard-boiled peeled eggs helped 
provide good nutrition for some of the 
over 1,400 students at SDSS. 

Most of the students who access the pro-
gram are regulars and are grateful for 

something nutritious to eat. Teacher Stuart 
Wilson said, “the ready to eat hard-boiled 
peeled eggs makes it convenient and easy 
to provide the students with the nutri-
tion needed to help with their academic 
success and food security.” He went on to 
thank the local EGG farmers for their con-
tinued support and says the program is a 
way to help to connect with students in 
need. He was not sure how many students 
at Stratford District Secondary School are 

food insecure.

They believe in helping to provide the 
necessary nutrition in order for stu-
dents to help build their self-worth and 
self-confidence so they may flourish in the 
community.

Student Mackenzie commented, “I like 
how it’s nutritious food and not just junk.” 
Student Jai said, “The combination of fla-
vours is good.” Kaleb added, “They taste 
really good.”
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FAMILY MILESTONES —

WETTLAUFER, Jack
Charles John Louis “Jack” 
Wettlaufer, 84, of Tavistock, 
passed away suddenly at 
his residence on Monday 
October 17, 2022. He 
was born at Stratford on 
February 5, 1938, a son 
of the late Percy John 
Wettlaufer and the former 
Ruth Marie Hinz. 

Jack operated a dairy farm 
in East Zorra-Tavistock, 

was a member of Grace United Church, Tavistock 
where he served on the Church Board and 
was a Trustee, was a member and Past Master 
(1982) of Tavistock Lodge #609 A.F & A.M., the 
Mocha Shrine Club & Mocha Road Runners, the 
Stratford-On-Avon Shrine Club, the Royal Order 
of Jesters, the Woodstock Lodge of Perfection 
No.33 A. & A.S.R., Centennial Chapter Rose Croix 
A. & A.S.R., Moore Sovereign Consistory A. & 
A.S.R., was a Scottish Rite 32°. He was a member 
of the Tavistock & District Fire Department for 26 
years and retired as Fire Chief. He was a member 
of the Board of South Easthope Mutual Insurance 
Company where he had served as President,  had 
served on the Board of Directors of the Tavistock 
Cheese Company.  He was a member of Tavistock 
Agriculture Society since 1953 where he had 
served as President. He had been a leader of the 
Tavistock 4-H Calf Club for 16 years and was a 
member and Past President of East Zorra Junior 
Farmers. He was an honorary member of the 
“Stonepickers”

Jack is survived by his wife the former Claudette 
Edna Sippel whom he married at Sebastopol-
Tavistock on September 25, 1965; three children, 
Fred Wettlaufer, Marianne Ruby (Dale), Charlie 
Wettlaufer (Chris); four grandchildren, Riley 
and Travis Wettlaufer, Jayden and Simon Ruby; 
his brother, William R. “Bill” Wettlaufer (Gloria); 
his sister, Lynda Lou Wettlaufer; his brother-in-
law, Farrell Sippel (Carol); his goddaughter, Kim 
Gilmore (Rev. Byron)

He was predeceased by his infant daughter (1967) 
and by his brother Robert Bob Wettlaufer (2017); 
his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Milton and 
Florence (Berger) Sippel. 

Relatives and friends will be received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, 
Tavistock on Friday 4-7 pm. The funeral service 
will be held in Grace United Church, Tavistock 
on Saturday, October 22, 2022 at 11 am. The Rev. 
Young Seo will officiate. Interment in Grace 
United Cemetery. Reception following.  

As expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Grace United Church, Tavistock or the Masonic 
Foundation would be appreciated and may be 
made through the Francis Funeral Home by call-
ing 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
SULLIVAN, Margaret

Margaret Elizabeth 
Sullivan, 69, of Tavistock 
passed away, with family 
by her side, at Stratford 
General Hospital on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022. 
She was born at Toronto on 
December 4, 1952 a daugh-
ter of the late Harold and 
Beatrice (McGregor) Tough. 

She was a RPN and had 
worked at PeopleCare 

Tavistock, for 25 years where she was a charge 
nurse. She was co-founder of the Block Parent 
Program in Tavistock, she implemented the 
Beaver Program in Tavistock with her pack name 
being “Rusty”, was a volunteer at “Hot Lunch” 
at Tavistock Public School, was a volunteer at 
Stratford General Hospital, supporter of the CTA 
(Canadian Transplant Association), had a great 
love for travel, meeting new friends, enjoying new 
cuisine and supporting those she loved. At the 
time of her passing she was a Cornea and Tissue 
Donor for Trillium Gift of Life. 

Margaret is survived by her husband, Michael 
James “Mike” Sullivan whom she married at 
Scarborough on October 7, 1972; two children, 
Sean Michael Sullivan (Laura), Victoria Anne 
“Vickie” Sullivan; one grandson, Nathan Schmidt; 
her sister, Cindy Mansell (David); her broth-
er, William Tough (Amelia). She was known as 
“Auntie” to several nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by her grandson, Bastain, 
her granddaughter, Jaiden; her sister, Susan Tough.

Relatives and friends will be received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, 
Tavistock on Sunday, October 30, 2022 from 1 pm 
– 1.45 pm where a service to celebrate Margaret’s 
life will be held at 2 pm. The Rev. P. J. Carefoote 
will officiate. Reception following.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the CTA 
(Canadian Transplant Association) would be ap-
preciated and may be made through the Francis 
Funeral Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost
Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg

In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Programs each Sunday for children during service.

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township

All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

BENDER, Sadie Katherine
Sadie died tragically in a 
car accident at the corner 
of our farm, close to a field 
of wildflowers where she 
was to marry her one love, 
Kyle Wagner.

Sadie is the daughter of 
Chuck and Kathy Bender. 
She is survived by her 
brothers Mike (Rachael 
and niece Mia) , Austin 
(Victoria and nephew 

Wesley) and her sister Casey.

Sadie is survived by grandparents Cleo and Joan 
Bender and Arvilla Leis. She was loved by uncles 
and aunts and cousins. And also Kyle's family, 
James and Sherry Wagner and brother Alex.

Sadie graduated summa cum laude from McMaster 
University's nursing program. She worked in the 
Emergency Room at Cambridge Memorial Hospital 
and the Maples Home for Seniors as a nurse. She 
was passionate about providing exceptional care 
to her patients.

Sadie was a true friend. She was a whisperer of 
horses and dogs. She loved adventures and was 
pure sass. She cared deeply about her family. 
Sadie had plans to make the world better by car-
ing for people in the midst of tragedy. As a fam-
ily our hearts ache, and yet are comforted as we 
watch health care providers with the same passion 
for their work care for her sister Casey in the ICU 
in London, doing the work Sadie was so good at.

Family and friends were invited to a visitation at 
the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, 
New Hamburg, Ontario, on Sunday, October 23 
from 1-4 p.m. and Monday October 24 1-4 p.m.

A formal celebration of Sadie's life will be held 
at a later date when her sister Casey is able to be 
with us.

Because caring for and being with Casey in hos-
pital is critical for us, we kindly ask that everyone 
wears a mask during Sadie’s gathering and when 
speaking with all of our immediate family. If you 
are feeling unwell at all, we ask that you connect 
with us in another way or at another time. Thank 
you for your understanding.

Donations in Sadie's honour can be made to 
Emergency Room at the Cambridge Memorial 
Hospital or ICU at the Children's Hospital - 
London Health Sciences Center

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

In memory of Wayne Schultz
who passed away October 23rd, 4 years 
ago, 2018 as a result of a car accident.

Loved, missed, but not forgotten.
He’s walking the streets of gold with Jesus
Wife Janet, children Laurie, Vicki, Jane, 

Judy and Jesse

In Memoriam
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SNAREY, Judith Eileen
Passed away peacefully 
at Alexandra Hospital, 
Ingersoll on Wednesday 
October 19th 2022.  Judie 
(nee McCutchen) of Embro 
in her 78th year.  Beloved 
wife of Donald G. Snarey 
for over 51 years.   Loved 
mother of Mark Snarey, 
Kristy (Bob Schmidt) 
O’Neal and Stephanie 
(Ben) Fraraccio.  Cherished 

grandmother of Marcus and Addison; Emily, Nicole 
and James; Kaleb, Logan and Rhys.   Dear sister-
in-law of Verna McCutchen, Margaret (Larry) 
Schenk, and Gary Oxley.  Also survived by many 
nieces and nephews.  Predeceased by her parents 
John and Helen (nee Starr) McCutchen, and her 
brothers John and Jim McCutchen, sisters-in-law 
Anne McCutchen, Muriel Oxley, and brother-in-
law Robert Snarey.   Cremation has taken place, 
with a private family gathering taking place at a 
later date.  Arrangements have been entrusted to 
the Brock and Visser Funeral Home, Woodstock 
(519-539-0004).   If desired, memorial contribu-
tions to the Canadian Cancer Society would be 
greatly appreciated and may be arranged through 
the funeral home.   Personal condolences may be 
viewed and shared at www.brockandvisser.com

OBITUARY

COMMUNITY —

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

October 17-31, 2012 Edition (10 years ago)

The sixth annual Empty Bowls for Haiti 
fundraiser was an unprecedented success. 
Organizer Leigh Steckley said 400 people 
attended the sold-out sittings on Satur-
day, October 13th at Steinmann Mennonite 
Church just west of Baden. “We collected 
over $10,000 for MCC Haiti with some do-
nations still coming in,” Leigh said.

While other young men are playing the 
game, 17-year-old Stan Temming is content 
to sit in the scorekeeper’s box and keep 
hockey fans informed about the action on 
the ice. He’s been the Tavistock Braves’ 
public address announcer since the 2009-
10 season when he was in the ninth grade. 

It’s the beginning of his dream job of be-
coming a morning host or an NHL com-
mentator.

October 22-29, 1997 Edition (25 years ago)

Greg Snyder scored 4 goals to lead the Ta-
vistock Royals to a 10-8 win over the God-
erich Pirates in W.O.A.A. Senior AA action 
on Saturday night, October 18th. 

Municipal electors in the Township of 
East Zorra-Tavistock will go to the polls 
on Monday, November 10th to elect a new 
council for the next three years. Don McK-
ay is challenging incumbent Dave Oliphant 
for the mayor’s seat.

Doug Shirray reported that the caretakers 
of the Tavistock Men’s Club Building said 
that the newly finished floor in the building 
already has cigarette burns on it and they 
would like the building to be smoke free. 
This was voted on and passed and signs 
will be erected on the premises.

There was a definite chill in the air Mon-
day morning, October 27th, as teachers 
from Tavistock Public School joined over 
120,000 other teachers from across the 
province in an illegal walkout in opposition 
to the Mike Harris government’s new edu-
cation Bill 160.    

October 20-27, 1982 Edition (40 years ago)

Sharon Nicklas, 18, was crowned Oxford 
County Dairy Princess last Friday evening, 
October 8th at the Oxford County Milk Pro-
ducers’ Association meeting held in Wood-
stock. She is the daughter of Carl and Mary 
Nicklas of RR 1, Tavistock.

The Tavistock Merchants presented “Moon-
light Madness” on Friday, October 22nd 
with sales on until midnight.

Electors in the Township of East Zorra-Ta-
vistock will go to the polls on Monday, 
November 8th. Running for Mayor is Don 
McKay along with incumbent Harold Vogt.    

The Old Gazettes

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Rev. Young Seo
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks during services reccomended
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm 
Cemetery Decoration Service

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile

Happy birthday today, October 27, to Colby Rhodes (13).

October 28: Happy anniversary for Linda and Wayne Faul-
hafer (44th).

October 29: Happy birthday to Liam Schumm (6) and Ni-
cole Ropp (21), and anniversary for Kyle and Julie Wynette 
(11th).

October 30: Happy birthday to Corey Armstrong (4).

October 31: Happy birthday to Karly Kalbfleisch (9), Jor-
dan Bartlett (19), Judd Walker (22), Ashley Ivey, and Susan 
Rozendal.

November 1: Happy birthday to Miriam Stock-Bateman (9) 
and Natalie Rhodes (19).

November 2: Happy birthday to Isaac Brenneman (10), Gra-
cie Neumeister (10), Barbara Hallam (97), and Deanne Glad-
ding.

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? 
Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@
gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries list-
ing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES
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COMMUNITY —

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Who was the first person to commit murder in 
the Bible? 

2)Captain Morgan is a brand of which type of 
alcoholic drink? 

3)Which NFL football player was nicknamed ‘The 
Juice’? 

4)What is the highest hand in a game of straight 
poker? 

5)The line ‘Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop 
to drink’ comes from which poem?  

6)Which US President famously said ‘I’m not a 
crook’? 

7)‘Das Auto’ is the slogan for which car 
manufacturer? 

8)In a standard game of chess, how many rooks 
does each player start with? 

9)In the nursery rhyme, what did the third ‘Little 
Piggy’ have to eat? 

10)In the Charles Dickens novel ‘Oliver Twist’ 
what is the name of Bill Sykes dog?

Answers found on page 22

Tickets available from any TEAM UNITY SKATER or by calling: 
Tricia Hendry 519-781-2132 or Jodi Ziegler 226-929-3136
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By Gary West

There has been a recent addition to the 
sheep population in North Easthope town-
ship in Perth county, with a family that has 
been farming in the area for decades. Ron 
and Lorraine Follings were dairy farmers 
for many years. After looking to the future, 
decided to construct a new and bright “We-
Cover“ building, they purchased ewes from 
Western Canada and were in the business 
of selling lamb.

“Follings Farms” built their new structure 
in 2017, and have room for up to 900 ewes, 
where along with their two story existing 
barn, can house a total of 2,000 head that 
includes lambs and rams. They market their 
lambs every week at the Ontario Livestock 
Exchange in Waterloo, which usually in-
cludes 15 to 25 lambs per week, depending 
on the time of year.

Ron states they do lamb their ewe’s year-
round, but Christmas, Easter and various 
religious holidays sees an uptake in both 

lamb marketing and the price they receive.

The gestation period for a ewe is approxi-
mately 19 weeks and usually includes twin 
lambs born at a time.

Lorraine was raised on a small blueberry 
farm near Sudbury, and Ron was born in 
Waterloo county near Cambridge. He moved 
with his parents, Bill and Anne Follings, in 
1969, who milked Guernseys and eventu-
ally Holsteins to their present location on 
Line 37 northwest of Shakespeare.

The Follings flock includes Dorsets, Clun 
Forest, Rideau Cross and Tunis Crosses, 
and newborn lambs are housed with their 
mothers in group pens for 40 days.

They grow most of their own feed on their 
150 acre farm that includes hay, corn, soy-
beans and wheat.

If enthusiasm means anything, this farming 
couple will surely be supplying lamb to an 
ever increasing population of lamb eaters 
for many years to come.

Sheep farming - a way of life for Lorraine and Ron 
Follings in Perth County

Lorraine and Ron Follings in their new sheep facility, where lambs are their pride and joy.

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 
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Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Anthony 
Russell

Service Manager

Jay 
Pinch

Business Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Forte2023 Kia Sorento 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —
Halloween in full display in Tavistock

Alicia and Victor Sumner with their son Dre, enjoying a visit with passersby, admiring their front yard Halloween display.
By Gary West

With Halloween right around the corner, 
there are homes and property owners in 
Tavistock that go all out to celebrate the 

31st of October. Such is the case of the 
Sumner family at 195 Woodstock Street 
North. Alicia and her husband Victor 
along with their son Dre, are hoping for 

more trick or treaters this year, and hope 
that area residents enjoy their display. 
There are lights and noises that are hard 
to depict in a still picture during day time, 

but motorists going by on this busy street, 
honk in approval of what the Sumners 
have created on their front lawn and 
porch.
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COMMUNITY —

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

VVOOYYAAGGEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  
MMIIDDNNIIGGHHTT  SSUUNN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS ON 
THE HOLLAND AMERICA ROTTERDAM

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

The Easthope Historical group, left to right, Roger and Elaine Cook, Pat Eidt, Scott and Jessie 
Campbell, Perth East Deputy Mayor Hugh McDermid, Daniel Neeb, Leonard and Linda Neeb.

Brocksden School and the 
Easthope Historical group

By Gary West

Members of the Easthope Historical 
Group Inc. met for their annual meeting at 
the Brocksden School Museum on Line 37, 
northwest of Shakespeare, last week. The 
well-kept building is the oldest school 
house in Perth county, and the interior has 
been kept the way it was in school days 
of the past, when there were eight grades 
in one room. All student desks are still in 
place along with lessons in white chalk 
on the blackboard just like classes never 
ended.

President Elaine Cook said there were 
many activities in the summer. Among 
those was a visit from a community living 

group from Guelph, along with a home 
school class from Wingham. In July, there 
was a summer program where a local band 
entertained, as well as an August barbe-
cue, with over 100 area residents enjoyed 
antique cars and tractors with a time to 
visit and remember days gone by.

Teacher Gloria Hutchison still invites 
classes to the school in June where stu-
dents of today can still be educated about 
the past, and how student learning took 
place in pioneering days.

New members are always encouraged to 
get involved and keep the past alive by 
contacting board members pictured.
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COMMUNITY —
Fall colours continue to 
beautify neighbourhoods 
in the area

WTPP display in St. Clements

There have been many beautiful colours featured this fall in and around Perth County. This 
laneway depicts the colours that we sometimes take for granted, in this area, on an autumn 
day in October.

Volunteers for the Wellesley Township Poppy Project helped to swag the railings of In Sea-
son in St. Clements last week. (Photo credit: Facebook/Barb Nowak)

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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Pet of the Week
JASPER

Our Pet of the Week is Jasper, a 2 year 
old medical rescue Boston Terrier who 

will forever be a little baby in diapers! He 
loves everyone and enjoys his daily zoomie 
sessions. He always smiles for the camera 
or sticks his tongue out! There are tons of 
dogs like him that need forever homes and 

can be found on Instagram 
@bostonterrierrescueca

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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By Veronica Reiner

The New Hamburg Firebirds kept up their winning 
streak this past week, with three victories against the 
Hespeler Shamrocks (in one home and one away game) 
and the Woodstock Navy Vets.

“Our guys went to work and fulfilled our weekend goal of 
getting three wins,” said Firebirds President Gord Mills. 
“We have a very balanced offence game and hard work-
ing team.”

These results have put the team in first place atop the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League South Doherty divi-
sion. They now have 10 total wins, 0 losses, one overtime 
loss, and 21 total points. In second place is the Tavistock 
Braves (9-2-0-0-0-0), then the Woodstock Navy Vets 
(6-5-0-0-0-0). The Norwich Merchants are in fourth 
place, while the Wellesley Applejacks are in fifth place 
(5-4-1-1-0-0).

“We are definitely excited with where we are right now 
and continue to take it one game at a time,” said Mills.

“Our offence leader Cole Stannix kept pace, scoring two 
goals in two of his games,” he added, of standout players 
this week. “Our veteran goalie Griffin Murphy registered 
his first shutout of the season and also hit his milestone 
hundredth game with the Firebirds.”

The Firebirds first took on the Shamrocks at the Hespeler 
Memorial Arena on Thursday, October 20. Cole Stannix 
drew first blood in the first frame at 14:55, assisted by 
Lucas Carson and Tyler Reid. There were three penalties 
doled out and no more scoring until the second stanza.

A Hespeler player was called out by the referee for trip-
ping, which left the team at a disadvantage. Stannix took 
advantage of this, scoring on a power play in the final 
seconds of the frame at 19:58. Reid and Andrew Gear 
picked up the assists.

The third period was the most action packed, with 11 
penalties collectively doled out between the two teams 
and the most goals scored. Kyle Kraemer (Carson, 
Antonio Pasqualino) kept up the Firebirds momentum 
at 8:36, and Matt Domm (Pasqualino, Carson) potted one 
at 11:31. The final goal came from the Shamrocks, their 
lone goal of the game, at 19:06. This resulted in a 4-1 win 
for the Firebirds. Shots were in New Hamburg’s favour 
44-18.

The Firebirds then welcomed the Shamrocks to the nest 
(Wilmot Recreation Complex) for round two the next day. 
This game was also a "Fill the Rink with Pink" event, a 
second year in the row for the Firebirds. Money raised 
from the event is being donated to the Breast Cancer 
Society of Canada for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Jake Thompson (Carson, Domm) drew first blood, capi-
talizing on a power play at 11:26. Owen Fischer (Jayden 
Fischer, Thompson) kept up the momentum in the second 

stanza by scoring at 8:02. Jack MacDonald potted the final 
goal of the night at 18:41, assisted by Jesse Schill. There 
were ten total penalties doled out in the second and 
third periods.This resulted in a final score of 3-0. New 
Hamburg outshot Hespeler 40-23 this game.

Their next game took place on Saturday, October 22 at 
the Woodstock District Community Complex against 
the Navy Vets. This time, it was the Navy Vets who drew 
first blood at 3:03, then once again at 7:59, starting off 
on strong footing. New Hamburg was quick to respond, 
however, with Stannix (Carson, Domm) retaliating at 
9:53. Stannix scored one more in the dying minutes of 
the frame at 18:05, evening the score. Riley Benko and 
Reid picked up the assists.

The second stanza was just as action-packed, with Reid 
(Fischer, Kraemer) capitalizing on a power play early on 
at 2:30. Eric Vander Eyk potted one at 7:51, with the as-
sists going to Adam Barr and MacDonald. The Woodstock 
Navy Vets responded shortly after at 9:14. New Hamburg 
kept control, with Thompson (Owen Fischer, Reid) 

scoring one last Firebirds goal at 13:50. The Navy Vets 
responded at 16:37.

There was no more scoring and four total penalties doled 
out in the third period. This resulted in a score of 5-4 win 
for the Firebirds. The Navy Vets outshot the Firebirds 
35-32.

The Firebirds look to keep up the momentum for their 
next games. They will welcome the Wellesley Applejacks 
to the nest on Friday, October 28, starting at 7:30 p.m. 
They will then travel to Hespeler for a rematch with the 
Shamrocks on Sunday, October 30 at 3:30 p.m.

SPORTS —

Gala, Empire, Idared, Red and Golden Delicious, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, 
Spartan, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Mutsu, Northern Spy, Ambrosia, and 

Russet. Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams and preserves

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Call 462-2259 or 462-2947

New Hamburg Firebirds keep up winning streak
Team is now first place atop the Provincial Junior Hockey League South Doherty division standings

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Milverton Four Wheel Drives
Saturday Night, 
October 29th, 2022 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

  

The Poppy Campaign
October 28th, 2022 until Nov. 11, 2022.

Poppies will be distributed throughout the village. 
Please wear one and REMEMBER those who fought and died for 
our freedom.
Sunday, November 6th:
10:30 am: Remembrance Day Service at Grace United Church 
1:00 pm: Remembrance Day Ceremony will take place outside 
(weather permitting) at the Legion, 223 Hope St. West. 
Hosted by Tavistock Legion Branch 518. 
Public is welcome. Observe safe physical distancing.
  
  
  Royal Canadian Legion
  Tavistock Memorial Branch #518

Remembrance... 
pass it on!

“We will Remember Them” “We will Remember Them” 
lawn signs still available. lawn signs still available. 

For signs call Mary Boland For signs call Mary Boland 
at 519-655-2992.at 519-655-2992.

The New Hamburg Firebirds during the “Fill the Rink with Pink” event to raise money for the Breast Cancer Society. (Photo 
credit: Billie Jo Mark)
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SPORTS —

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
2022 Tesla Model 3

$74,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland 

$61,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,058 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara

$63,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,053 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2021 Jeep Gladiator

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,389 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Audi Q5

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,608 km

Progressiv 45 TFSI 
quattro

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Veronica Reiner

About 35 people made it out to the New 
Hamburg Hahns Junior C hockey team 
55th reunion at the New Hamburg Legion 
on Saturday, October 15.

Team captain Bob Ruthig said that the 
team holds these meetings periodically, 
including to celebrate the 20-year, 25-
year, 40-year, 50-year reunions. Team 
members and their spouses get together 
to reminisce.

“When we held the 50th reunion, we had 
100% of all players in attendance, which 
is unheard of. Normally that doesn’t hap-
pen,” said Ruthig. “It’s amazing that all 
these players are as close as they have 
been - we’ve been a close-knit group since 
day one and have remained that way ever 
since.”

Some players from the Hahns team hail 
from local areas, including New Hamburg, 

Wellesley and Plattsville. Previous re-
unions have taken place throughout 
Wilmot, such as the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex.

This year, there were five players miss-
ing. Two of them passed away - Paul 
Scherer and Clare Wagler. One member 
got COVID-19 and could not attend, and 
two had family commitments and could 
not come.

The Hahns were a successful hockey 
team that won the Schmalz Cup in the All 
Ontario Championship on May 5, 1967. 
That day, they won in a sudden death 
match against the Aurora Tigers 7-6, with 
an attendance of about 3,000 people.

The team never had the chance to line up 
to receive the cup, after the ice was flood-
ed by excited fans. “It was just pandemo-
nium,” recalled former Hahns player Tim 
Forler, whose brother, Jerry, coached the 
team. “There were just too many people 

celebrating on the ice.”

He added that the team later received 
the cup, along with winners hats and a 
nice speech, but never did get a formal 
presentation.

“It was really something for this team, 
because the year before we went to the 
Ontario finals, and we lost out in the sev-
enth game,” explained Tim. “So we just 
missed it - we were very, very close.”

The Hahns were the underdogs in their 
successful year. The team lost several 
players due to them going above the age 
limit, who were replaced by about six 
rookies. “Nobody expected us to make the 
playoffs in our own league, let alone go to 
All Ontario,” said Tim.

Turns out, the young players had plenty 
of hockey experience and contributed sig-
nificantly to the success of the team. Bob 
said, “Everybody went above and beyond 

to make things work and worked very 
hard.”

The players also all got along with one an-
other very well, which contributed to the 
team’s success. “The players were play-
ing for each other, which helps make the 
bonding amongst this group so great. We 
worked hard for each other,” said Bob.

Watching the New Hamburg Firebirds be-
ing crowned the South Doherty division 
champions - after being the underdogs 
all throughout the season - brought back 
memories for the former Hahns players 
and others who remember the Hahns 
victory.

“It created all kinds of excitement for the 
fans, which our fans would have experi-
enced back in the day,” said Bob. “It rekin-
dled a lot of great memories for some of 
the fans from the older generation and the 
players that were in attendance.”

55th reunion for the New Hamburg Hahns hockey team
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COMMUNITY —
Construction of paved 
walking track in 
Shakespeare has begun

Oats and sunflowers - a 
combination cover-crop 
being used by this Perth 
County farmer

John Sebben on the trencher this past weekend, along with helpers Shakespeare Optimist 
Club members Murray McTavish and Fred Schuler.

Sunflowers brightening up a field of oats grown as a cover crop following wheat, northeast 
of Tavistock.

By Gary West

Trenching has started with drainage tile 
installation that will ensure the paved 
walking track at the Shakespeare Opti-
mist Hall and adjoining soccer field stay 
drained for well into the future.

The Shakespeare Optimist Club members, 
who have instigated the project, say the 
walking path will be an historic landmark 
for the entire community around Shake-
speare and beyond. Not only will it be a 
place to exercise, but it will also be a place 
to gather and to enhance the community 
spirit. Although it is led by the Shake-
speare Optimists, there is an opportunity 

for the entire community to get involved.

Fundraising chairman Richard Smelski 
says the goal is to raise $50,000 towards 
$150,000 project. Perth East council has 
committed $50,000 already, and the Shake-
speare Optimists are responsible for the 
remainder. Fundraising so far, has raised 
half of the required amount and look for-
ward to more community involvement to 
reach their goal. Area companies and res-
idents who would like to donate are asked 
to contact any optimist member or Mike 
McNeil president, Dan Festoso fund man-
ager, Russ Huber, or Richard Smelski. Tax-
able donation receipts will be issued.

By Gary West

A field northeast of Tavistock in Perth 
county’s South Easthope township has 
motorists turning heads to see sunflowers 
growing in a cover crop field of oats. The 
farm is owned by Dwayne and Jen Dietrich 
- once the wheat was harvested in July, 
they had researched and decided to plant 
sunflower seed with oats as a cover crop.

Dwayne says focus the last number of 
years has been to not only control weeds 
with a cover crop, but also to capture car-
bon, as environmentalists have been urg-
ing farmers to do.

He said during his research, sunflow-

ers have roots that will grow down into 
the soil as far as the plant grows above 
the surface, enhancing soil structure and 
earth worm populations. Roots from the 
sunflower plant grow horizontally as well 
which will improve soil structure in order 
to plan for next year's crop.

At a time when crop farmers are trying 
to reduce their fertilizer and chemical re-
quirements and trying to do what they can 
environmentally, it seems to only make 
sense that sunflowers, a plant that also at-
tracts bees, can only be good for the future 
of soil viability and fertility in growing 
crops in the future.

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

As of Monday, October 17, anyone aged 
12 or older has completed their primary 
series of COVID-19 vaccinations is now 
eligible for a bivalent booster dose at a 
regional vaccination clinic, or at a partic-
ipating pharmacy or doctor’s office across 
Waterloo Region.

The Pfizer COVID-19 bivalent vaccine is 
recommended for individuals 12+ as a 

booster mix at six months since the previ-
ous dose (or at least three with informed 
consent). The region’s clinics continue 
to offer the bivalent Moderna booster. 
A booster will provide added protection 
against COVID-19 this fall and winter, 
when the transmission of COVID-19 is ex-
pected to increase. Bivalent vaccines has 
been shown to trigger a strong immune 
response against the original Omicron 

virus strain and its subvariant.

More information about recommended 
intervals following COVID-19 infection is 
available on the provincial website.

The Cambridge Pinebush vaccination 
clinic at 66 Pinebush Road is exclusively 
providing bivalent booster doses. Other 
regional clinics continue to offer primary 
series COVID-19 vaccinations in addition 
to booster doses.

Both scheduled appointments and walk-
in services are available at regional clin-
ics, as capacity allows. Appointments can 
be booked on the province’s online book-
ing system. 

Clinic hours and other opportunities to 
get the bivalent booster vaccine will be 
posted on the region’s website.

Pfizer bivalent booster doses available as of 
October 17
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

AUTUMN

CARVING

CINNAMON

COOKIES

CORNUCOPIA

DELICIOUS

FESTIVE

FRUIT

GROCERY

HALLOWEEN

HARVEST

HOLIDAY

JACK O 

LANTERN

KIDS

KITCHEN

MARKET

MASH

NUTMEG

ORANGE

OVEN

PATCH

PIE

ROAST

ROOTS

SEASON

SEEDS

SOUP

SPICES

TARTS

TREAT

VITAMIN A

WEIGHT

COMMUNITY —
Spooky decorations

More Halloween decorations were spotted along Queen’s Bush Road in Wellesley, including 
graves, skeletons, cobwebs, skulls, and more. (Photo credit: Leanne Reiner)

Wilmot sunrise

Angela Woodley captured this bright orange sunset in Wilmot on Friday morning, October 
21. (Photo credit: Angela Woodley)
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TRAVEL —

I was waxing eloquent about 
this new winery I had discov-
ered. “And I had never heard of 
it before,” I said. Whereupon our 
friend Maureen said, “Listen, I 
told you all about Ridge Road 
Winery a few weeks ago. Obvi-
ously, you weren’t listening”.

The moral of the story is, always 
listen to Maureen.

The other lesson – there con-
tinues to be a huge selection of 
fine wineries, cideries and craft 
breweries within an easy drive 
of our area – and I am especially 
fond of those in Niagara.

I got my first chance to visit two 
a couple of months ago on a me-
dia tour of the Ridge Road that 
runs along the top of the Niag-
ara Penninsula in Stoney Creek: 
Ridge Road Estate Winery and 
Tall Post Craft Cider. The two 
are about fifteen minutes apart, 
a great one-two combination on 
a road trip.

Now, let’s be suitably cautious 
here. We are talking alcohol con-
sumption. So, when I planned a 
return visit to Ridge Road Win-
ery just last week, I took along 
30 or so of my closest friends on 

a comfortable coach. And I have 
to say that arranging for such 
transportation, and going as a 
group, is the very best way to vis-
it wineries and cideries.

A side note: this article is not 
primarily about that day trip 
but we did luck into the best 
itinerary possible – tastings at 
Hare Winery, lunch at Caroline 
Cellars, and then two afternoon 
tasting sessions at Megalomani-
ac Winery and Ridge Road. We 
were treated like royalty, served 
splendidly, and universally fin-
ished the day with big smiles, 
cases of wine, (and yes, some 
singing on the bus-ride home).

So I recommend them all. But 
for this week let’s focus on what 
is special about Ridge Road and 
Tall Post.

When you arrive at Tall Post 
it’s inevitable that you will look 
around the 102-acre property for 
the tall post that gives the place 
its name. Well, you will find it but 
you may not clue in immediately. 
Tall Post is named because the 
owners are Aaron and Angela 
Post, and Aaron, who does tow-
er over some visitors a bit, is the 
tallest of the family. He’s the Tall 
Post.

Making cider is one element of 
the Tall Post operation and it is 
by the way, great cider. They use 
apples grown in the orchard on 
the farm, augmenting the sup-
ply from neighbouring farms 
(including the unique organ-
ic orchards at nearby Paradise 
Fields), and various other fruits 
to create unique blends.

They operate year-round, but 
get really busy at pick-your-
own season, where customers 
come to pick apples, pumpkins 

and even sunflowers. During the 
rest of the year, Tall Post attracts 
about 1500 visitors a month; 
during the four and a half weeks 
of pick your own – 1000 to 1500 
visitors a day!

Aaron told me that the orchard 
currently produces about 225 
tons of apples but plans are in 
the works to plant more apple 
trees and to scale up the cidery 
operation.

Tall Post offers an intriguing 
combination of old-school – a 
herd of goats; pick your own 
crops; a few farm animals and 
state of the art technology.  Crop 
treatment is done by drones.

Enjoy the attractions the farm 
has to offer but be sure to try a 
flight of ciders – it’s enjoyable, 
educational, and rather seduc-
tive.

Both our media group trip and 
the winery bus tour last week 
concluded at Ridge Road Winery, 
the perfect place to relax at the 
end of a great day.

If the weather is good as it was on 
my first visit, there are Muskoka 
chairs beside a pond, so inviting 
that you won’t want to leave. You 
can even picnic. If the weather is 
a challenge as it was last week, 
there is a lovely, rustic shed with 
tables, a fireplace, and fire pits, 
so inviting that once again, you 
won’t want to leave.

Ridge Road has been a winery 
for 20 years; today, it’s owned by 
Jayne and Sean Douglas. Jayne’s 
great-great-great-great grand-
father began farming their land 
in 1875, in partnership with re-
nowned preserve- and jam-mak-
er E.D. Smith. Ridge Road is the 
most westerly winery in the 
Niagara Region. This location 

makes it the perfect final stop on 
your tour.

But geography is the least 
of the benefits. The staff are 
uber-friendly, and the wines 
are delicious. I came home with 
a nice supply of Pinot Grigio; I 
also very much like their Mer-
lot-Cabernet Franc blend clever-
ly named “Call Me a Cab”.

I must admit a certain bias when 
it comes to Niagara wineries. 
I really enjoy the smaller, in-
dependently-owned wineries 
where you will be welcomed as 
guests and treated like family. 

The wineries I have mentioned 
in this feature, along with Tall 
Post Cidery, all fall into that cat-
egory.

You may differ as to your bev-
erage of choice – wine and cider 
tastes are unique to every indi-
vidual – but I promise, you will 
agree that these are tour stops 
well worth your time and atten-
tion.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

At Tall Post, you'll find a welcome part of four-footed hosts. Winona Siebenga preparing flights of cider at Tall Post Cider.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO:  Two great stops on a Niagara beverage excursion

By Paul Knowles

Ridge Road Winery owner Jayne Douglas. All photos by Paul Knowles.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - OCTOBER 2022

COMMUNITY —
Great turnout for first Wellesley youth dance of the 
school year

A Wellesley & District Lions Club held their first youth dance of the 2022-2023 school year at the Wellesley Community Centre on Friday, October 21. The event was aimed at students 
in Grade 5 to Grade 8, and took place from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Admission was $5. The event drew in a record attendance of 233. (Photo credit: Facebook/Wellesley & District Lions Club)

October 29th

Halloween Party

Spooktacular night at 
Mike’s Tavern (formerly 
Nith River Chop House) at 
1193 Qiueen’s Bush Road 
in Wellesley from 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m.

October 29th

New Hamburg Optimist 
Pumpkin Carving Event

Pick up your free pump-
kin between 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at the New Hamburg 
Fire Hall on Huron Street. 
Take it home, carving it and 
return it at 6 p.m. - then 
watch the magic. Come in 
costume.

October 31st

Blood Drive

1,000 Maple Leaf Street in 
Wellesley village. Booking 
times are available at blood.
ca. From about 2 p.m. to 
about 8 p.m.

November 2nd

East Zorra Tavistock Coun-
cil Meeting

In person meeting taking 
place at 695566 17th Line, 
Innerkip, Ontario at 7 p.m. 
Visit www.ezt.ca for more 
details.

November 5th

Christmas Craft and Bake 
Sale

Will take place at the 
Shakespeare Optimist Hall 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In-
cludes a silent auction table 
plus 30 vendors.

November 8th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid meeting, in-per-
son taking place at 4805 
William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill and streamed on-
line. Visit www.wellesley.ca 
for more details.

November 12th

All You Can Eat Taco Night

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Wellesley Community Cen-
tre. 19+ licensed bar until 
midnight. Live music with 
a kids area - fun for the 
whole family. Tickets cost 
$20 for adults ($25 at the 
door), and $10 for kids 12 
and under. Tickets available 
at Pym’s, Esso and Gram-
my’s.

November 18th

Spirt to Soar Film Screen-
ing

Takes place at Zion United 
Church at 7 p.m.  Masks 
are required. The Wilmot 
Ecumenical Working Group 
on Indigenous/Settler Re-
lationships is hosting a se-
ries of free film screenings 
to promote understanding 
of the history of Indige-
nous communities. Spirit 
to Soar is a documentary 
that chronicles the deaths 
of seven Indigenous Cana-
dian high school students 
who traveled to Thunder 
Bay, Ontario to attend high 
school.

November 18th and 19th

Christmas Market

From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
Living Water Fellowship at 
45 Hincks Street in New 
Hamburg. Featuring local 
artisans and fine crafts. 
Christmas mini shoots with 
a photographer. Food trucks 
& Free Hot Chocolate and 
Apple Cider.

November 19th

Makers Market

At Steinmann Mennonite 
Church from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Featuring 35+ local 
artisans, come out and sup-
port your neighbours and 
community. A homemade 
soup lunch will be available 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All 
proceeds from this event 
will go to the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

For Sale Set of Winter Tires
Hankook Pike RW11  LT 235/75R15
On Ranger Rims - Phone 519-577-4490

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Cain 

2) Rum 

3) O J Simpson 

4) A Royal Flush 

5) The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner 

6) Richard Nixon 

7) Volkswagon 

8) Two 

9) Roast beef 

10) Bulls Eye
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Linda Holst
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

New Single 
Family Homes

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!


