
By Lee Griffi

The Canadian Union of Public Employees 
(CUPE) educational members are pre-
pared to strike this week despite the ta-
bling of legislation by the province. If the 
job action does happen, every school in 
the Thames Valley District School Board 
will be closing its doors.

Rebecca Avery is the President of CUPE 
Local 7575 which represents education-
al assistants, early childhood educators, 
custodians, and administrative staff. She 
says the government's heavy-handed-
ness is what has led to this. "It's called 
bargaining for a reason. We come with 
ours, the government comes with theirs, 
and we work together to try and meet in 
the middle. We are willing to bargain. We 
are at the table this week, but I think it 
will create gaps."

The gaps Avery alludes to come from a 
province-wide meeting this week that 
touched on available jobs at schools. 600 
union members were on that call. "The 
CUPE Ontario president asked how 
many of you today have unfilled vacan-
cies at their schools. All 600 put their 
hand up. There is already a shortage, 
and people can't afford to work for just 
above poverty. They can't afford rent, 
they can't afford groceries, they are us-
ing food banks. All of these things will 
push people to seek other employment 
that pays more."

While she sympathizes with parents who 
may have difficulty finding childcare, she 
says there is more at stake. "I'm a parent 
too. I have children in the elementary 
system, and I get how hard it can be to 
work from home and find childcare. It's 
important for parents to try and look at 
the bigger picture. Yes, CUPE education 
workers are looking for wage increases, 
we are looking to not have our bene-
fits taken away, and we are looking for 
job security. But what it comes down 
to is that we are fighting for funding to 

support the school your kids go to. We 
are looking for health and safety mea-
sures to be put in place."  

The government's final offer to CUPE 
increased its wage offer slightly, to 2.5 
per cent each year for those earning less 
than $43,000 and 1.5 per cent for those 
earning more. That was an increase from 
the original offer of two per cent for 
those earning less than $40,000 and 1.25 
per cent for all others. Benefits and pen-
sions would remain largely unchanged. 
CUPE is seeking roughly 11 per cent in 
annual wage increases. Its members are 
typically the lowest paid in schools, av-
eraging $39,000 a year — although that 
includes part-time workers. The union 
is also seeking increased pay for over-
time, as well as more support staff and 
guaranteed staffing and service levels 
for students in schools.

She says someone at one of their union 
meetings had a quote that stuck with her. 
"Our poor working environment is their 
children's poor learning environment. If 
that environment we are working in is 
substandardly funded or understaffed, 
that trickle effect is how children will 
learn. That, I think, is the bigger picture, 
and it is a long haul, but that is the big-
ger picture."

The Gazette was not able to get a clear 
picture of what openings are available at 
area schools, but Avery feels there are a 
number of factors involved in not being 
able to hire in the school support system. 
"It's a combination of things. Obviously, 
COVID did have an effect on employ-
ment and unemployment rates, and we 
are seeing that in every sector. Here, it is 
lower wages, our working conditions, job 
security, all those things are still having 
an effect."  

Avery says even college students com-
ing into the education system to do their 
placements are not interested in stick-
ing around. "They're like, no way. I'm 

not going through this for the rest of my 
life. Everyone realizes in the education 
sector that recruitment and retention is 
an issue, and they are going to have to 
think outside of the box on how to fix 
that. They are working on that diligently 
because it's not just educational assis-
tants, its teachers, its custodial staff, its 
everyone. The job is hard. We deal with 
the most vulnerable students there are 

By Lee Griffi

Food Banks Canada recently released its 
annual report, and the numbers are dramat-
ic. In March of last year, there was a 15 per 
cent increase in those needing help from 
food programs and a 35 per cent jump from 
the same month in 2019. The numbers are 
more concerning locally.

Trisha Robinson is the Executive Director 
at the Wilmot Family Resource Centre, and 
she provides alarming regional numbers. 
“The information coming from the food 
bank network is that there has been a 44 
percent increase in visits from March 2019 
to March 2022. In 2019, we served 2,398 in-
dividuals and in 2022, and this is from Jan-
uary to October, we served 4,752 people.” 
The Community Food Assistance Network 
is based at the Food Bank of Waterloo Re-
gion and includes several food banks. Rob-
inson adds the numbers in Wilmot are even 
more startling. “In 2018, just pre-COVID, we 
served 1,538 people, so there was a big in-
crease in 2019. Slowly it has gone up and 
up. There are increases everywhere. Rent, 
food prices, cost of living, and people are 
just struggling.”

Robinson says being a low-income earn-
er or unemployed aren’t the only reasons 
someone may need the centre’s help. “There 
are many reasons someone could qualify 
for our services. Maybe during COVID, they 
weren’t working. There could be extenuat-
ing circumstances like a rent increase. They 
have gone up incredibly as have mortgages. 
If someone’s vehicle quits and they have to 
get repairs done or a new one. We are also 
seeing more seniors and in all of Waterloo 
Region, there was a 30 percent increase 
from September compared to the previous 
year. If you are living on a fixed income, 

Continued on page 9 Continued on page 2

Support Our Legion and Wear A Poppy

100 Mill Street Unit A New Hamburg 519-662-1374

CANADA’S
FAMILY
GROCERY
STORE

To Remember, is to Work for Peace

Local Assistance 
Groups See 
Dramatic Rise in 
Demand

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022SINCE 1895 FREE

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

NEW WRPS POLICE CHIEF PAGE  7 REMEMBRANCE DAY PAGE  14-15

Area Parents Brace for Potential School 
Closures in the Wake of Potential Job Action

Rebecca Avey of the CUPE 7575.



2 Thursday, November 3, 2022 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Break and enter in Wilmot

A police investigation is underway after a break and en-
ter in Wilmot.

On October 28 at about 10:05 a.m., the Waterloo Region-
al Police Service received a report of a break and enter 
at a property located on Nafziger Road in Wilmot Town-
ship. An unknown suspect(s) attended the location and 
stole personal property.

The investigation remains ongoing. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call police at 519-570-9777 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. Anonymous tips can be 
submitted at www.waterloocrimestoppers.com.

Bicycle theft in Wilmot

A police investigation is underway after a bicycle was 
stolen in Wilmot.

On October 27 at about 7:20 p.m., the Waterloo Region-
al Police Service received a report of a bicycle theft on 
Haysville Road in Wilmot Township. An unknown sus-
pect stole a bicycle that was left unattended while at a 
business.

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 

519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 
Anonymous tips can also be submitted at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com.

18-year-old injured after Wilmot collision

An 18-year-old Wilmot man was sent to the hospital 
with injuries after a single vehicle collision in Wilmot.

On October 25, at about 8:40 p.m., emergency services 
responded to reports of a single motor vehicle collision 
in the area of Huron Road and Haysville Road.

Through investigation, it was determined that the lone 
driver of a Silver Dodge pickup lost control while trav-
elling east on Huron Road. The pickup left the roadway, 
rolled over and the driver was then ejected.

The driver, an 18-year-old Wilmot Township man was 
transported by Region of Waterloo Paramedic Services 
to an out-of-region hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

Huron Road was closed for several hours for the inves-
tigation, and has since reopened. The investigation re-
mains ongoing by members of the Traffic Services Unit.

Anyone who witnessed the collision or may have dash 
camera footage is asked to contact the Traffic Services 
Unit at 519-570-9777, extension 8856.

Injuries and impaired charges after two vehicle colli-

sion in Wellesley

The Waterloo Regional Police Service has laid impaired 
driving charges after a motor vehicle collision in Welles-
ley Township.

On October 28 at about 7 p.m., emergency services re-
sponded to reports of a motor vehicle collision in the 
area of Ament Line and Herrgott Road. Through the ini-
tial investigation, police determined that a red Dodge 
Minivan crossed the centre line and struck a grey GMC 
Yukon.

The driver of the Dodge Minivan, a 36-year-old Kitch-
ener man, was transported to a local hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries by Region of Waterloo 
Paramedic Services.

The driver of the GMC Yukon, a 41-year-old woman, 
was not injured.

As a result of the investigation, the 36-year-old Kitchen-
er man was also arrested and charged with the follow-
ing: “dangerous operation,” “operation while impaired,” 
“operation of a conveyance while prohibited,” and “op-
eration while impaired - blood alcohol concentration.”

Anyone who may have witnessed the collision or may 
have information is asked to call the Waterloo Regional 
Police Services traffic unit at 519-570-9777 extension 
8856.

NEWS BRIEFS

there aren’t many options for you.”

When asked if there was enough supply 
of food to keep up with the demand, Rob-
inson says they do have room for more 
capacity. “We, along with the network in 
Waterloo Region, have enough. We want 
to encourage people that if they need the 
food to come. Don’t think other people 
need it more. If you are struggling, come.”

Many food bank clients need more than 
just food, and Robinson says they can 
also direct those in need to additional 
help. “There are lots of people doing a 
lot of good work to help in other ways 
like with free clothing, free income tax 
returns, looking for housing, all kinds 
of supports people need. If people need 
help just reach out. We are here and the 
community is here.” There are predictions 

of a recession, and inflation is not expect-
ed to drop any time soon, something not 
lost on Robinson and her organization. 
“I think we are in for a hard winter. But 
there are plenty of creative solutions out 
there and lots of good neighbours willing 
to help people.”

Linda Holst is the Program Director at 
the Tavistock Assistance Program or TAP, 
and while it is not a food bank by defini-
tion, it does provide help to those in need 
in the community. She says many peo-
ple have asked for help recently. “During 
COVID, the program was not terribly busy, 
and that stands to reason. People were at 
home, and they were getting CERB. That’s 
no longer happening. People are back to 
work, and some are having to pay back 
that money. We have been busy with cli-
ents. People have also been telling me 

they were doing fine before COVID.”

She says now that school is back in, the 
demand has levelled off a bit. “We did 
have some requests for school bags and 
school supplies, things like that.”

Holst does want to remind everyone that 
TAP does not have the capacity to be 
an actual food bank, but they have oth-
er ways to assist. “We don’t have storage 
for food. That’s the biggest issue. We have 
moved towards gift cards which have 
worked out very well. Grocery and gas 
cards are what we give out most since 
people tell us they need to get to work but 
are short on funds to get there because 
of the price of gas.” She adds their care 
cupboard does have paper products like 
toilet paper, Kleenex, diapers, sanitary 
products, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and 
cleaning products. They are all expen-

sive to purchase, so if you are adding that 
on top of your regular groceries, it really 
adds up.” She adds some local churches 
have blessed TAP with donations of these 
products while others have donated cash 
and gift cards, all of which help them 
meet people’s needs.

Holst wants the Tavistock area communi-
ty to know their donations are appreciat-
ed and do go a long way. “I want to thank 
people for even considering TAP because 
there are so many other places to donate. 
We are so grateful when they choose us. 
We have a neighbour helping neighbour 
philosophy, and it helps build strong, 
healthy communities when we help each 
other. We help people in their time of 
need. We can’t sustain that help, but if we 
can help people when they need it most, 
that helps everyone.”

By Lee Griffi

A serious accident at the intersection 
of Oxford County Roads 59 and 33 just 
south of Huntingford has area residents 
asking for improved safety measures, but 
the county says they were already in the 
works.

Concerned neighbours took to Facebook 
over the weekend demanding safety im-
provements after what they say is the 
sixth collision since August of this year. 
Frank Gross is Oxford County’s Manag-
er of Transportation, Waste and Waste-
water, and says changes are in the works 
assuming County Council approval. “We 
are planning to install left turn lanes on 
Oxford Road 59 for both directions. An 
overhead flashing light on a span wire at 
the intersection, so a red for Oxford Road 

33 and amber for 59. There will also be 
flashing red lights on the stop signs and 
rumble strips for 33. Some other recom-
mendations on 59 are transverse pave-
ment markings to alert drivers they are 
approaching an intersection and to slow 
down, as well as the digital speed signs.”

Drivers who are in the area say an ille-
gal maneuver taken by some motorists 
may be leading to some of the danger at 
the intersection, something Gross says is 
very possible. “We believe that possibly 
the right turn lane for northbound traf-
fic on 59 gets used as a slip lane incor-
rectly, so as you said, people may pass on 
the right and continue straight through, 
causing some confusion for drivers com-
ing southbound, or for drivers on 33 look-
ing to cross 59.”

He adds the wheels are already in motion 
for the project to get underway. “We have 
started some of the design work in this 
year’s budget and have included the con-
struction costs in the 2023 budget. That 
hasn’t been presented to County Council 
yet, so over the next couple of months, 
they will have a chance to review the 
budget and provide comments. It is ex-
pected to get approved near the end of 
the year or into January.” Gross says ap-
proximately $300,000 has been budgeted 
for the work and it is expected to take 
four to six weeks to complete.

What has become evident is that Ox-
ford County residents aren’t always sure 
where to go with traffic concerns. Gross 
says feedback can be sent to his office at 
any time. “When we have received com-

ments in the past about this intersection, 
we did share our action plan. It was iden-
tified in the 2019 Transportation Master 
Plan for further evaluation because of 
the higher number of collisions, relative-
ly speaking, to other locations. We do like 
feedback from the public, and it gives us 
an opportunity to share out plans going 
forward.”

The Oxford OPP has released very little 
information on the accident, but their 
Twitter feed does say one person was 
airlifted to hospital with life-threatening 
injuries following a two-vehicle collision 
at the intersection Saturday afternoon. 
An update from police has the injured 
person now out of life-threatening condi-
tion. No word on a cause or any potential 
charges.

Local Assistance Groups See Dramatic Rise in Demand

Improvements in the Works at Dangerous Oxford 
County Intersection
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By Nancy Silcox

“Mommy, I’m bored,” was rarely a com-
plaint coming from either Jen Theberge or 
her little sister Michelle of New Dundee.

Their father, John, a University of Wa-
terloo Biology professor and their mom 
Mary, a wildlife illustrator, teacher and 
research scientist spent as much time in 
the wilderness as in the classroom, lec-
ture hall or home.

And it never occurred to either parent 
that their two young daughters would be 
left behind with caregivers while they 
tracked the territory of the Algonquin 
grey wolf or northern Canadian grizzlies.

Jen credits the inventive Mary for keep-
ing the yawns away.

“Mom would tell us that once we got to a 
certain tree or hill ahead, there’d be some 
candy under her hat for us. I never fig-
ured how she got the treat there, because 
we never saw her hide it. But it sure kept 
us hiking.”

As the Theberge girls headed to Water-
loo-Oxford, they began taking a more 
active role in their parents’ research into 
the Algonquin wolf. John was writing a 
book, Wolf Country and the family spent 
as much time in the park as John’s teach-
ing responsibilities at UW allowed.

The school routinely ended for the The-
berge sisters at the end of May as they 
headed northward. They wouldn’t return 
to southern Ontario until Labour Day.

While Jen admits that as a teenager, both 
she and Michelle did feel “a bit different” 
from their friends, neither wished to trade 
their lives for “the conventional life.”

No surprise that by the time high school 
days ended, both sisters planned to follow 
in the footsteps of their esteemed parents.

Jen headed to joint Co-op Environmental 
Studies in Biology at the Universities of 
Waterloo and at the University of Guelph. 
Two years later, Michelle joined her sister 
at UG in a Zoology program.

Jen’s co-op work term placements took 
her across North America. Her first saw 
her at Prince Albert National Park in 
Saskatchewan, providing education pro-
grams for visitors. Another took her to Big 
Bend National Park in Texas, where she 
worked with a peregrine falcon research 
project.

She found her niche when she began her 

studies for her graduate degree at the 
University of Calgary, studying the East-
ern Slopes Grizzly Bear.

Her interest in the mammoth bears sur-
prised even herself. “When I had tagged 
along with my parents to the Yukon and 
had encountered the bears, I was petri-
fied of them.”

Still, over her studies, she learned to ad-
mire the species. Her job was to follow 70 
collared females to determine their hab-
its, especially during and after breeding.

Jen Theberge’s ground-breaking work 
on the “Grizzly Bear Project” earned her 
international acclaim. She learned in the 
process, if not to love her subjects, but to 
admire and be protective of them.

After achieving her Ph.D., Dr. Jen The-
berge fulfilled a long-held dream to work 
for the betterment of the natural world by 
accepting the position of Park Biologist at 
Pukasaw National Park near Marathon, in 
northern Ontario.

Subsequent professional placements saw 
her primarily in the central and western 
provinces.

Now over twenty years “in the bush” 

and climbing mountain slopes sees Dr. 
Jen Theberge, a proud Waterloo-Oxford 
alumnus still dedicated to the protection 
and betterment of life for Canada’s wild-
life.

Now based in Calgary, her position is Eco-
system Scientist with Parks Canada. She 
reports to the Protected Areas Establish-
ment and Conservation Directorate of the 
service.

A recent project has seen her heading 
a team to Banff National Park. Alarmed 
by the number of bears who were killed 
along the Canadian Pacific Railway line 
inside the massive park, she supervised 
a project by Parks Canada placing and 
monitoring “electro-magnets” which were 
placed along the fence breaks leading to 
the tracks.

The aim was to keep wildlife away from 
the tracks.

Pleased that they have had a 100% success 
rate in keeping the bears off the tracks in 
summer months, they began work to en-
sure the same success when the mats be-
come snow-covered.

While admitting to missing the gently 
rolling hills of southern Ontario, she is 

a now confirmed Westerner. An out-of-
doors Westerner, that is.

“The important thing for me is to be out-
doors, to be in nature. As long as I can see 
the trees, the mountains and nature right 
outside my back door... I need that to re-
fuel me.”

She adds that the spectacular autumn 
which residents of Southern Ontario have 
witnessed in 2022 has been enjoyed in the 
west as well. “We have had the best fall 
temperatures and colours in a decade!”

She reports that her parents, John and 
Mary, still active in their 80’s, contin-
ue their work in ecological research and 
conservation. The elder Theberges relo-
cated to British Columbia after backlash 
from Ontario hunters and agriculturalists 
on the publication of their controversial 
book Wolf Country, published in 1998.

Michelle Theberge, whose path led to ma-
rine biology, specifically dolphins, lives in 
Vancouver.

Jen invites W-O alumni to contact her at 
jen.theberge@pc.gc.ca. “I would be inter-
ested to learn where people ended up and 
their exploits,” she states.

Where Are They Now? Jen Theberge
Wildlife Biologist and Conservationist
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Letting Go

A few weeks ago, I experienced 
one of those serendipitously per-
fect moments occasionally of-
fered by life. The combination of 
the beauty of the vibrant colours 
of leaves at their peak mixed with 
the sunshine and the ideal tem-
perature created a perfect mo-
ment. Although I knew it was im-

possible, I desired to freeze this 
perfect moment in time to enjoy 
for the next several months. The 
problem is no moment in time 
lasts forever. No season high-
lights this fact and the need to 
let go of each moment more than 
autumn.

The reminder of loss is demon-
strated every year at this time, in 
this part of the world. The leaves 
are now passed their peak, and 
many have fallen to ground as life 
continues to move and change. 
The reality of loss was further 
reinforced for me by the tragic 
death of Sadie Bender in a car 
accident at Punkeydoodles Cor-
ner and then the following week 
by the death of a good friend’s 
elderly father. These events re-
minded me how losses and the 

need to let go often arrive unbid-
den. Sometimes the losses expe-
rienced in life can feel more like 
a hurricane uprooting the entire 
tree than like leaves drifting to 
the ground.

In addition to the inevitable loss-
es of people in our lives, we will 
encounter no shortage of other 
losses. Having an elderly father, 
not to mention aging myself, has 
made it abundantly clear to me 
how life may seem like a contin-
uous letting go. The pile of loss-
es can include a loss of health, a 
decline in mobility, the necessity 
to downsize, the end of employ-
ment, and the change or disap-
pearance of purpose.

Trees offer many lessons about 
letting go, besides the lesson of 
the inevitability of loss, which 

they display through their an-
nual shedding of leaves. One 
lesson may be the necessity of 
a dormant fallow time follow-
ing the letting go. After a loss, it 
is important to sit in the empty, 
barren place to acknowledge the 
absence of whatever has been 
lost. Connected with this barren-
ness is the reality of feeling com-
pletely exposed and unprotected 
as the cold winter winds relent-
lessly pummel. To get through 
losses, some people may want to 
prematurely jump to spring and 
attempt to ignore the potency of 
the loss through toxic positivity. 
Trees teach us the hard truth of 
not being able to rush to spring 
because one cannot get around 
losses; one can only go through 
them.

My heart goes out to the fami-
lies impacted by the loss of loved 
ones, particularly the most recent 
ones. As the rest of us attempt to 
deal with whatever other losses 
we are currently experiencing, 
may we draw wisdom from the 
trees. The trees are aware of the 
cycle of loss, they know when to 
let go and how to remain in the 
barren time by resisting the urge 
to jump ahead to spring. Trees 
can face these challenges in-
stinctively, whereas humans can 
often benefit from the assistance 
of close friends and/or trained 
professionals. Reach out in your 
time of loss.

(Chip Bender is a counsellor at 
the Interfaith Counselling Centre 
in New Hamburg. Opinions ex-
pressed are those of the author.)

By Chip Bender RP(q)
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THE PUBLISHERS DESK: Moving Forward: What is the mission of the Gazette?

I became involved with the Ta-
vistock and Wilmot newspaper 
scenes through my purchase 
of the Tavistock Gazette in July 
2020 and the creation of the 
Wilmot Post in October of the 
same year.  

I believe that small-town news-
papers are very important in 
bringing a community together. 
When I think about the kind of 
newspaper that I want the Ga-
zette to be, I would like people 
to think of our publication as 
a positive influence: telling the 
news in general but focusing 
primarily on good-news fea-
tures such as the efforts of ser-
vice clubs, acts of kindness, and 
community events of all kinds 
that brings people together.

Another goal that I’ve had for 
the Gazette is to be a balanced 
newspaper. 

As someone who hadn’t spent 
a lot of time in Wilmot prior to 
2020, I was surprised at how 
divided the municipal political 

scene was. Within this divided 
landscape, we were approached 
by a community member who 
had a different viewpoint than 
most of our original contribu-
tors. Therefore, I felt that some 
articles from that perspective 
might assist us in finding politi-
cal “balance”. 

The 2022 municipal election 
was obviously a contentious af-
fair. From our perspective, we 
tried to help assist voters of 
Wilmot (and East Zorra-Tavis-
tock) by writing individual fea-
tures on the mayoral and coun-
cil candidates.

As publisher, I can honestly tell 
you that I didn’t have a horse 
in this political race, nor was 
it my goal of the newspaper to 

be seen as supporting one side 
versus the other. However, in 
the week that has followed the 
election, we’ve received some 
thoughtful feedback from some 
who feel that we’ve failed to be 
impartial… not from what we’ve 
published in our newspaper, but 
from what one of our contribu-
tors has posted on their person-
al website – which they adver-
tised in the Gazette.

While I do believe in shopping 
local, there are certain stores 
who have advertised in the Ga-
zette that I haven’t yet had the 
chance to visit. Similarly, I ha-
ven’t been to our contributor’s 
personal website to read their 
political commentary.

Many of the winning municipal 

candidates in Wilmot have said 
that now is the time for people 
to come together, and that there 
shouldn’t be a “this side versus 
that side” in our community. I 
couldn’t agree more with this 
sentiment.

In the aftermath of the 2022 
municipal election, I’d like to 
reiterate to our readers that 
the objective of the Gazette is 
to provide balanced community 
news with an emphasis on pos-
itive stories. We hope that most 
of our readers already under-
stand this about us. However, to 
those who are disappointed in 
us, I can tell you that we hear 
you, and that we will try even 
harder to stay true to our objec-
tives in the future.

By Stewart Grant
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By Veronica Reiner

The Interfaith Counselling Centre (ICC) 
and Rotary Wilmot came together to cre-
ate a 2023 calendar to highlight photos 
throughout Wilmot and promote mental 
wellness.

This is the third year that the organi-
zations have run the fundraiser, which 
features photos throughout Wilmot 
Township, such as flowers and aerial 
views, taken by community members.

Kristin Oliver of the ICC explained that 
the organization reached out to members 
of the “Show Us Your Wilmot” Facebook 
page. Because of this, the organizations 
received more photo entries than usual 
this year.

“We were looking for a variety of pho-
tos based on the seasons, that we had a 
matching photo with the time of year that 
matched the calendar, we tried to have as 
many different people featured in the cal-
endar,” explained Oliver, on the selection 
process. “Some of them it was based on 
quality and what would translate into the 
calendar nicely.”

The calendar also features inspiration-
al and meaningful quotes to go with the 
photos.

With the help of many volunteers, the cal-
endar went on sale on October 7, with a 
maximum of 400 photos to be sold until 
December 31.

“In the month of October, we’ve already 
sold the first 100 calendars,” said Oliver. 

“We’ve got a good start, we’re really 
excited.”

When someone purchases a calendar, 
they put their name into a draw to poten-
tially win a prize. Each week, they draw/
raffle off a $50 gift certificate to a local 
business in Wilmot Township. Not only 
does the purchase of a calendar support 
the ICC and Rotary Wilmot, but gives back 
to the community and local businesses as 
well.

About 52 businesses are participating 
with this venture, with the exact ones list-
ed on the back of the calendar. “We put 

out a call to local businesses that we had 
contact information for inviting them to 
participate,” explained Oliver. “The ones 
that responded back were featured.”

For example, last week Bill McMahon 
from New Hamburg won a $50 gift certif-
icate to Expressway Ford.

Oliver said that when the ICC started this 
fundraiser three years ago, it was their 
way to stay connected in the community 
and give back to the businesses that were 
keeping the organization going strong. 
“It’s hard as a non-profit to give back to 
your community in a charitable way,” said 

Oliver. “This is a nice opportunity for us to 
say we appreciate the businesses here in 
Wilmot Township.”

She added that it’s a “really fun fundrais-
er. It’s nice to call people on a Thursday 
morning and tell them that they’ve won. 
And have the businesses say, ‘We really 
appreciate that you recognize us.’”

For anyone who is interested in purchas-
ing a calendar, it can be done online at 
www.interfaithcounselling.ca /lottery or 
at the ICC office at 23B Church Street in 
New Hamburg.

COMMUNITY —

14-year-old Ella Jones being presented with the Laura Hansuld trophy from Tavistock’s Chris 
Wiffen, a director with the Tavistock Fall Fair.

A photo featured in the ICC Rotary Wilmot calendar - tulips with the New Hamburg water wheel in the background. (Photo credit: Marlene 
Knezevich)

By Gary West

After realizing a very successful 
Tavistock Fall Fair in 2022, awards are 
now taking place and trophies are being 
delivered to worthy fair exhibitors. One 
of these recipients is Ella Jones from the 
Crosshill farming community, who was 
presented with the Laura Hansuld tro-
phy on the weekend, sponsored by the 
Anna P Lewis Women’s Institute. She 
was awarded this for having the highest 
number of points in the fair’s junior di-
vision (ages 10-18 years).

The 14-year-old student who attends 
Eastwood Collegiate Arts high school in 
Kitchener had 106 points in the junior 
class. She is majoring in strings, drama 
and production technology. She has also 
been a member of the girl guides for 
nine years.

Ella and her parents Beth and George, 
have been long time exhibitors at the 
Tavistock Fall Fair, and she has been 
showing there since she was four years 
old. Ella's plans are to be an active vol-
unteer at the 2023 fall fair.

The history of the Laura Hansuld tro-
phy comes from when Hansuld was a 

farm girl born in Waterloo County. She 
went to school there, and after gradua-
tion, taught in the district. She then de-
cided to go in training as a nurse. She 
went to Chicago and became head nurse 
in one of the big hospitals there. Later 
she was a Red Cross nurse in the U.S. 
Army.

In 1926, she married Edmund Hansuld, 
a farmer in East Zorra Tavistock town-
ship and her interest turned to farm-
ing, homemaking and her family. In 
1946, Laura had an idea of organizing 
the women of the district to form an in-
stitute group and she became the first 
president. It was Laura who chose the 
name Anna P Lewis. Anna was the su-
perintendent of Women’s Institute for 
Ontario from 1945 to 1955, and was re-
sponsible for many innovative changes 
made to the women’s institute in that 
time period.

Laura Hanswold passed away in March 
1961 and the following September, the 
Tavistock Fall Fair received a sizable 
donation from “Burns” church and that 
gave them the idea of starting a me-
morial fund in her honour, hence the 
trophy.

Ella Jones - top junior points getter from this year’s 
Tavistock Fall Fair

ICC and Rotary Wilmot calendars on sale
Calendar showcases beauty of Wilmot Township and supports local businesses
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COMMUNITY —

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

Constituency Office
519-669-2090 

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
mikeharrismpp.ca

LEST WE FORGET
Honouring those who gave so much for our freedom

By Gary West

Rhonda Ehgoetz ran a successful election 
campaign and was re-elected as Mayor of 
Perth East in Perth County for another 4 
years. She received 1,621 votes over chal-
lenger Brenda Nurse, who obtained 1,177 
votes.

She said she will continue to be open, 
honest and dependable after being elect-
ed. Rhonda and her family live on a dairy 
farm near Wartburg, northwest of Strat-
ford.

Farmer, Hugh McDermid was acclaimed 
as deputy mayor, while former mayor and 

hog farmer, Bob McMillan (248 votes) nar-
rowly defeated incumbent Daryl Herlick 
(234 votes) for the council seat in North 
Easthope ward.

Shakespeare’s Andrew MacAlpine re-
tained his seat as South Easthope coun-
cillor with 294 votes, defeating two other 
rivals, including Barry Nowack (187 votes) 
and Owen Baier (44 votes).

Jerry Smith was re-elected in the Milver-
ton ward, Jeremy Matheson was re-elect-
ed in Mornington ward, while Amanda 
Brodhagen was successful in returning 
to Perth East council as the Ellice ward 
councillor.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The total voter turnout for the 2022 mu-
nicipal election in Wilmot exceeded the 
turnout experienced in the last three elec-
tions. About 7,002 voters were cast out of 
17,352 eligible voters.

“From a percentage perspective, just over 
40% of eligible voters participated in the 
2022 election,” noted municipal clerk Ar-
thur Flach in a release. “The total number 
of ballots cast in this election were high-
er than usual for Wilmot, exceeding 7,000 
votes, with the majority coming online 
over the 11-day voting period.”

This election provided multiple ways to 
cast a ballot, including 11 days of online/
telephone voting and four advance polls 
in person. The majority of votes were cast 
online or through telephone, with 67.2% 
of the total ballots. The remaining 32.8% 
were cast during the advance polling days 
held at seven locations throughout Wilm-
ot.

The official results from the election were 
also declared by Flach, with an entirely 
new council voted in. The following can-
didates were declared elected: Natasha 
Salonen, Mayor; Stewart Cressman, Coun-
cillor (Ward 1); Kris Wilkinson, Councillor 
(Ward 2); Harvir Sidhu, Councillor (Ward 
3); Lillianne Dunstall, Councillor (Ward 4); 
Steven Martin, Councillor (Ward 4).

Electors in Wilmot also cast ballots for the 
Regional Chair, with more than 75% of the 
vote going to incumbent chair Karen Red-
man. Unofficial results for chair and other 
regional councillors can be found at: www.
regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-govern-
ment/results.aspx.

Votes were also cast for the Waterloo 
Region District School Board Trustees, 
Waterloo Region Catholic School Board 
Trustees and the French Public and 
French Separate School Boards. Individu-
al results for these can be found on school 
board websites.

Mayor Rhonda Ehgoetz 
re-elected as mayor in 
Perth East

Voter turnout in
Wilmot in 2022 at
about 40%, exceeds last
three elections

Mayor Rhonda Ehgoetz on her front porch the day after being elected again as Mayor of 
Perth East.
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COMMUNITY —

After 50 Years of Watch & Jewellery Repair
And Your Jewellery Store

As we journey into retirement…. 
We want to thank our friends, family and 

the community for their support over the past years.

The Store will be closing at the end of the Year!
148 Peel St., New Hamburg, Peel West Centre 

Phone: 519-662-2608 
Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 10:30 to 4; Saturday 10:30 to 3

Steve & Bev Belk 
Are Retiring

All In-Store Watches & Jewellery

Belk’s Jewellers
20-50% OFF20-50% OFF

New Waterloo Regional Police Service Police Chief Mark Crowell.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Services Board 
announced that Deputy Chief Mark Crowell 
has been appointed the new Chief of Police. 
He will asume the role on Thursday, November 
24.

“The selection of Chief Designate Mark 
Crowell comes after an extensive search and 
we are pleased to welcome him as the seventh 
Chief of the Waterloo Regional Police Service,” 
said Board Chair Karen Redman.

“Chief Designate Crowell has proven himself 
to be a progressive, innovative and inspira-
tional leader, whose compassion and com-
mitment for not only WRPS, but the Waterloo 
Region community, makes him the ideal solu-
tion-focused leader required to usher in a 
modern vision of community safety.”

Crowell has been a member of the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service for 22 years. He served 
as the Deputy Chief of Police - Administration 
& Member Services for the past two years 
where he oversaw areas including human 
resources, finances and assets, information 
technology, special projects, administrative 
support, professional development and re-
spect in the workplace.

Before this, he was an Inspector and Executive 
Officer to the Chief of Police, where he over-
saw the expansion of the equity, diversity and 
inclusion unit and establishment of the public 
information unit.

Over his career, he has served in areas includ-
ing neighbourhood policing and investiga-
tions - patrol, intimate partner violence, com-
munications, special victims - sexual assault, 
and administrative support - records. He has 
co-led several continuous improvement proj-
ects, including the dictation/officer entry proj-
ect, the civilian staffing review and the staff-
ing workload demand project.

“I am honoured and humbled to have been se-
lected by the Board to serve as Chief of Police 
for WRPS,” said Crowell.

“As your Chief of Police, I look forward to 
working with the Board and our members to 
continue to provide the most effective and in-
novative service to Waterloo Region residents 
while pursuing a diverse and inclusive work-
place, and further advancing safety by work-
ing with our community partners to create eq-
uitable outcomes for all residents of Waterloo 
Region.”

Crowell has a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Sociology and Canadian Studies from Wilfrid 
Laurier University, as well as a Master of Arts 
degree in Sociology and a PhD in Sociology 
from the Department of Sociology and Legal 
Studies at the University of Waterloo.

Mark was a Board of Director member for 
Supportive Housing of Waterloo (SHOW) for 
nine years and is currently a board member 
for Habitat for Humanity Waterloo Region. He 
has served as a community volunteer with Out 
of the Cold and Food4Kids Waterloo Region.

New WRPS Police Chief Announced
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Let’s Tree Wilmot, a project of the Wilmot 
Horticultural Society, is hosting a fall cel-
ebration on Monday, November 14 from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Wilmot Recreation, 
Room A. The community is invited to cele-
brate Let’s Tree Wilmot’s accomplishments 
of 2022 with the organization’s partners, 
the Township of Wilmot and Nith Valley 
EcoBoosters.

Let’s Tree Wilmot member Marlene 
Knezevich, said that they will take the op-
portunity to thank their volunteers and 
donors. The group recently received a 
grant from 2 Billion Trees of Natural Re-
sources Canada for $163,000 for two years 
to expand its mandate to increase the tree 
canopy and tree health of Wilmot Town-
ship.

The guest speaker is Ron Wu-Winter, who 
is the Watershed Forester at the Grand 
River Conservation Authority (GRCA). He 
has significant experience both promot-
ing and implementing forest management 
and stewardship projects in southern On-
tario. He has worked in forestry for almost 
20 years. For the past decade, he has been 
responsible for overseeing forest manage-

ment and restoration in the GRCA owned 
woodlands.

His topic of discussion will be “Grand Riv-
er Forests: challenges to and potential for 
maintaining healthy forests in our water-
shed.” Ron will summarize some of the 
current forest and tree health concerns, 
look at forest cover levels across the wa-
tershed, and look at some of the key ele-
ments in maintaining or creating an eco-
logically healthy forest.

By Veronica Reiner

The Let’s Tree Wilmot planting last event 
of the year took place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 29 and saw about 200 trees planted 
near the Wilmot Recreation Complex.

About 41 enthusiastic volunteers made it 
out to the event that morning, including 
five children. It took place at what the 
Let’s Tree Wilmot calls “The Triangle,” 
the strip of land near the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex between Gingerich Road 
and Highway 7/8, near Nafziger Road.

The group planted 200 native trees and 
shrubs, including larch, silver and sugar 
maple, white pine, white spruce, aspen, 
basswood, nannyberry, sycamore, black 
walnut, tulip, locust, birch and balsam fir.

“The planting was completed quickly 
and in part thanks to all the prepara-
tions completed beforehand,” said Let’s 
Tree Wilmot member Marlene Knezev-
ich.

Ten days beforehand, Mike Yost, Kerry 
Schutten, Dean Peachey and Marlene 
Knezevich, placed the 200 labeled stakes. 

Wilmot Township staff weed whacked 
the tall vegetation to clear the spots for 
planting. Finally, the trees were placed 
beside their stakes ready to be planted 
for Saturday morning.

She thanked Let’s Tree Wilmot’s Tree 
Crew, who demonstrated how to plant 
and supported the volunteers. In atten-
dance were Will Bender, Councillor Bar-
ry Fisher, Councillor Jenn Pfenning, Ekk 
Pfenning, Larry Peterson and Knezevich 
with Dean Peachey, the Project Commit-
tee Chair.

Yvonne Zyma handled the registration 
and oversaw the tree wrapping, while 
Kathy Loree looked after refreshments, 
and then did tree inventory. Also in at-
tendance were Member of Parliament 
Tim Louis and Councillor Elect Steve 
Martin.

“This area will become a forest and add 
to the beauty of this area as well as pro-
vide some traffic noise mitigation,” said 
Knezevich, and thanked everyone who 
made it a special day.

Let’s Tree Wilmot to host 
fall celebration

About 200 trees planted 
near Wilmot Recreation 
Complex on October 29 Guest speaker is GRCA’s Ron Wu-Winter

Guest speaker Ron Wu-Winter of the Grand Riv-
er Conservation Authority. (Photo contributed)
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia
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By Gary West

The Stratford and District Saddle Club 
held its annual banquet and awards pre-
sentation in the Rostock Community Hall 
this past weekend. Following a success-
ful summer of competition at the outdoor 
Schlotzhauer riding facility, east of Strat-
ford, many young western riders received 
trophies for their riding efforts.

For ages seven and under, the high point 
winner was Savannah Jacobs, while Avery 
Jacobs was in reserve, and the runner up 
was Luke Bell. In the class of beginners 
for the performance and games class, Ben 
Bell was the high point winner, Hailey Bell 
was reserve.

For the 12 years and under class in per-
formance and games class, Lily Forbes was 
the high point winner, with Jesse Wilkin-
son in reserve and Dustin Power was the 
runner up.

The high point winner in the 13 to 17 year 
olds was Annan Murphy, with Phoebe 
Cowen in reserve. In the 18 years and old-
er class for performance and games, the 
winner was Pearl Fawcett and reserve was 
Richard Murphy.

Organizers were happy with the number 
of riders who competed for the summer 
events and hope to be back in the summer 
of 2023 for another year of western riding 
competition.

COMMUNITY —

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Wednesday, November 9, 2022
Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL
3 Adam St., Tavistock

Drive-Thru Pick-Up
$25

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-3pm
or from Club members or call 
519-655-2286 or 519-655-2708

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

SAUERKRAUT &SAUERKRAUT &
BBQ PORK CHOPBBQ PORK CHOP  

DINNERDINNER

NEW HAMBURG
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Stratford and District 
Saddle Club winning
riders receive awards

Western riders included front, left to right, Averie Jacobs, Savannah Jacobs, and Luke Bell. 
Second row left to right, Jessie Wilkinson, Dustin Power, Ben Bell, and Hailey Bell. Third row 
is Annan Murphy and Phoebe Cowen.

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

in the school system. The burnout factor 
is huge."

The vast majority of parents and students 
do not have any interaction with educa-
tional assistants or early childhood ed-
ucators throughout their school experi-
ence. Avery says that is a barrier for the 
public to understand what some of their 
members do. "There is a certain popula-
tion of students and parents who we work 
with. We have seen those parents under-
stand the fight we are fighting, and they 
see we are doing it for our students."

Labour negotiations involving govern-
ment and public sector unions are famous 
for producing last minute deals in Ontario, 
and some experts are predicting this sce-
nario will be no different. Avery says she 
is hopeful her members will be on the job 
this Friday. "In 2019, right at the last min-
ute, the eleventh hour, we were able to get 
a deal, and we didn't go out on strike. I 
don't want to wait until the eleventh hour, 
can we do it at the eighth hour maybe? 
That's the goal. We want to be at school. 
We want to work with our students. If we 
can't reach a fair deal and if negotiations 
break down, we will not be in buildings on 
Friday, for sure."

CUPE says its workers will walk off the 

job on Friday regardless — risking fines 
of $4,000 per worker each day they strike, 
plus a $500,000 daily fine for the union. 
The union said it would cover workers' 
fines, which could amount to $220 million 
a day.

The Thames Valley District School Board 
released a public statement earlier this 
week. It says that in the event of a labour 
disruption, all students will move to in-
dependent/remote learning activities on 
Friday, November 4. Schools will not be 
open to students and transportation will 
not be running. There will also be no be-
fore or after school programs. "We will do 
our best to provide continuity of learning 
for all students should there be labour 
disruptions. Access to virtual learning 
will be available to students through their 
Google Classroom or Brightspace plat-
forms." It goes on the say that the health 
and safety of students is our number one 
priority. "We will continue to provide up-
dates to parents and caregivers through 
email communications, the TVDSB web-
site and social media channels."

There are no Avon Maitland District 
School Board (AMDSB) employees who 
are members of the CUPE bargaining 
group, so the situation between CUPE and 
the provincial government will not impact 
students at that neighbouring board.

Area Parents Brace for 
Potential School Closures 
in the Wake of Potential 
Job Action
Continued from page 1
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FAMILY MILESTONES —

KROPF, Sherman
Sherman Wray Kropf, 74, 
of Hickson, passed away 
peacefully, with family by 
his side, of A.L.L. (Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia) 
at Sakura House Hospice, 
Woodstock on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2022.

He was born on the 12 th 
Concession of Blandford 
Township, Oxford County 
on February 27, 1948 a son 

of the late Joseph and Elizabeth (Roth) Kropf.

Sherman was a 42-year (1969-2011) member of 
the Hickson Fire Department where he served as 
Captain (1975-1980), as Deputy Fire Chief (1981-
1983), as Fire Chief (1983-2011). He had also 
served as the Deputy Fire Chief of the Township 
of East Zorra-Tavistock from March 1998 until his 
retirement on November 30, 2011.

He had worked with S.T. Loveys Limited in 
Hickson for 47 years. In his younger years he had 
coached ball in Hickson and hockey in Tavistock.

He was a member of Grace United Church, 
Tavistock and the former Hickson United Church.

Sherman is survived by his wife, the former Nancy 
Elaine Fullick, whom he married at Hickson 
on April 26, 1969; his daughter, Tricia Johnson 
(David); his son, Brad Kropf; three grandchildren, 
Zach Johnson (Jess), Cara Johnson (Frank Meconi), 
Michael Johnson (Josie Lamondin); two great 
grandchildren, Everett Johnson and Olivia Meconi; 
two brothers, Oliver Kropf (Shirley), Howard 
Kropf (Helen); brothers-in-law,

Paul Fullick and John Fullick (Jane); several niec-
es, nephews and their families.

He was predeceased by his sister and brother-in-
law, Mildred and Jim Burford and by three (triplet) 
brothers, in infancy; his father-in-law and mother-
in-law, Henry and Elsie Fullick.

Relatives and friends were  received at the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, 
Tavistock on Friday, October 28th  from 2-4 and 
7-9 pm. The funeral service was held at Grace 
United Church, Tavistock on Saturday, October 
29, 2022 at 3 pm. The Rev. Mary Boland officiated. 
Reception followed.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Hickson Fire Department, Grace United Church or 
the Canadian Mental Health Association would be 
appreciated and may be made through the Francis 
Funeral Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
DORSCH, Victor Albert

Peacefully passed into 
the Lord’s presence on 
Tuesday October 25, 2022 
at Nithview Community 
Home, New Hamburg, 
Ontario. Victor was born 
95 years ago in North 
Easthope Township.

Victor and his wife Viola 
served in missions with 
the Eastern Mennonite 
Board from 1956 to 1986; 

first in Somalia and then in Tanzania, East Africa. 
Upon returning to Ontario he pastored at the 
Maple View Mennonite Church for six years. Upon 
retirement he and Viola moved to the Nithview 
Community where he was a volunteer chaplain for 
many years.

In his spare time Victor enjoyed spending time 
with family, friends, and colleagues. He also en-
joyed golfing, curling and woodworking – making 
clocks or tea carts for all of his family members.

He is missed by his loving wife and constant com-
panion Viola (Gascho) Dorsch whom he married 
on July 17, 1948. Victor was the loving father of 
Jim (Doretta) Dorsch of Frederick, Maryland, and 
Shirley (John) Sherk of Toronto, Ontario. Sadly 
missed by grandchildren Michelle Dorsch, and 
Jenn (Brian) Dorsch-Messler, and great grand-
daughter Cayden Messler, and nieces and neph-
ews who were all very important to him.

Victor was the youngest son of the late Archie & 
Emma (Schmidt) Dorsch.

He was predeceased by his daughter Joy Dorsch, 
and sisters and brothers, Reuben (Ada) Dorsch, 
Esther (Joe) Shantz, Alice (Louis) Lingelbach, Carl 
Dorsch, Harold (Helen) Dorsch, Violet (Walter) 
Cooper, Emerson (Ada) Dorsch, Lorne (Grace) 
Dorsch, Nelson (Betty) Dorsch, Ruth Dorsch, and 
Alfred Dorsch in infancy.

A private burial will take place this week at the 
St. Agatha Mennonite Church cemetery, and a me-
morial service will be held on November 24, 2022 
at 11:00 a.m. at Steinmann Mennonite Church, 
Baden, Ontario.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would be 
accepted to the Mennonite Central Committee of 
the MCEC and can be done through the funeral 
home.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

Funeral arrangements entrusted to the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, New Hamburg

OBITUARY
BAECHLER, Reta

Reta Barbara Baechler, 
100, of Stratford passed 
away peacefully to her 
eternal home, with fam-
ily by her side, at Rotary 
Hospice Stratford Perth 
on Thursday, October 
27, 2022. She was born 
in South Easthope 
Township, Perth County 
on November 29, 1921 a 
daughter of the late Aaron 

and Barbara (Sommers) Schlegel.

She was predeceased by her husband, Floyd 
Joseph Baechler on October 31, 1990.

Reta is survived by her children, Barbara Kipfer 
(Lloyd), Sharon Robson, Elaine Yantzi (Gary), 
Keith Baechler (Beth); 13 grandchildren; 15 
great grandchildren; her sister-in-law, Merva 
Zehr.

She was predeceased by her son-in-law, Rick 
Robson; her brothers, Wilfred (Emma), Alvin 
(Clara), Roy (Ruth), Earl (Florence); her sis-
ter, Ruth Kropf (Lorne); brothers-in-law and 
sisters-in-law, Wilmer (Frieda) Baechler, Elda 
(Wilfred) Roth and Earl Zehr.

Reta was a founding member of Avon Mennonite 
Church. She enjoyed gardening, quilting and 
helping others.

There will be a public memorial service on 
Saturday November 12, 2022 at 2 pm at East 
Zorra Mennonite Church 16th Line, Tavistock. 
A private family interment will have taken place.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to 
the Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth would be 
appreciated and may be made through the 
Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock by calling 
519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.
francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Jesse and Kaleena Schultz of Waterloo

welcome with love; a boy,
Rockwell Jesse Schultz

8 lbs. 5 ozs,
Born October 21, 2022

A brother to cuddle for Averie, 
Remington and Thea

Grandpa Schultz's love in heaven, 
Grandma Janet Schultz in Tavistock and 

Grandpa Ken Sundberg, Waterloo
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By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

October 31-November 7, 2007 Edition (15 
years ago)

The World Crokinole Committee is in des-
perate need of volunteers. WCC chairman 
Barry Raymer said that several members 
have retired after serving for the past 9 
years and some for health reasons.

Nathan Bennett led the Tavistock Braves to 
a victory on Saturday night in Hagersville, 
scoring his first hat trick as a Brave.

The sons and daughters of Trinity Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, Sebastopol/Tavistock, 
gathered to celebrate 175 years of their 
faith community on Sunday, November 4, 
2007. The early pioneers established a Lu-
theran faith community in the wilds of the 
Huron Tract and a Pastor Horn organized 
the people, who met in homes throughout 
the township, until a log church was built 
in 1850.

At their regular weekly meeting on Monday, 
October 29, Tavistock Rotarians honoured 
William Gerber, one of their most loyal and 
active members, with a Paul Harris Fellow, 
which is the highest meritorious award that 

Rotary International can offer to its mem-
bers.

October 28-November 4, 1992 Edition (30 
years ago)

The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock’s 
Local Architectural Conservation Adviso-
ry Committee (LACAC) held its first offi-
cial designation ceremony at 52 Woodstock 
Street South in Tavistock on Sunday after-
noon. The Glass Swan, a two-storey, red 
brick home and business which has been 
lovingly restored by owners Bill and Jill 
Swanink is the first building in East Zor-
ra-Tavistock to be recognized for its histor-
ical and architectural significance. It pres-
ently houses the Swanink’s antique shop, 
a bed and breakfast, and custom stained-
glass making business.

Although Oxford County as a whole voted 
down the Charlottetown Accord in the Mon-
day, October 26th referendum, Tavistock 
voters came out on the “YES” side, winning 
in each of the five polls for a total of 598-
446. In East Zorra-Tavistock, the “Yes” side 
won 1324 to 1192.

The 1st Tavistock Sparks have begun 
meeting in the Men’s Club Hall weekly on 
Wednesday nights between 6:30 and 7:30 
p.m. This group of young girls is a first for 
the Tavistock area and in Guiding, is the 
equivalent to Beavers in Scouting.

Monica Wiffen, Tavistock Fall Fair Queen 
for 1991-92 was crowned the 1992-93 Ox-
ford County Dairy Princess on October 24, 
1992 at a competition following a banquet 
held at the Embro Community Centre.

October 31-November 7, 1962 Edition (60 
years ago)

Effective last Sunday, Oct. 28, Tavistock 
telephone customers started toll-free call-
ing with customers of the Oxford Telephone 
Co. Ltd., in Hickson. The base rate for a call 
to Hickson was ten cents.

The importance of the use of seat belts at 
all times was stressed at the meeting of the 
Tavistock Rotary Club Monday night by A. 
C. Rosso, Paris, representative of Industri-
al Accident and Prevention Association. Six 
out of ten drivers, good or bad, will have an 
accident in the next five years, said Mr. Ros-
so.

Hallowe’en in Tavistock was relatively qui-
et, according to all reports. There was the 
usual soaping of windows, the moving of 
some implements and other minor equip-
ment from one place to another but de-
structive damage was practically negligible. 
A “dummy” was burned in the Square, a bale 
of straw was spread along a short section of 
the thoroughfare, and to cap it all, a buggy 
was manhandled to the roof of the Memo-
rial Hall.

The Old Gazettes

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

Happy birthday today, November 3, to Cassie 
Brenneman (10), Simon Keller (15), Jack Beauvais (15), 
Cassandra Zehr, and Cindy Herold, and happy anniver-
sary for Eric and Larissa Nicholls (4th).

November 4: Happy anniversary for Dave and Theresa 
Bowman (6th).

November 5: Happy birthday to Lauren McKay (7), 
Calleigh Bontaine (15), Drew Brenneman (19) and John 
Bender, and anniversary for David and Shirley Wilhelm 
(45th).

November 9: Happy birthday to Ginnie Weicker (6), 
Jackson Bray (10), Mason Charlton (11), Katrina Mc-
Clean (17), Keenan Ramseyer (21), and Karli Ramseyer 
(21).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day com-
ing up? Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or 
wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and 
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special an-
nouncement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) What is Beatrix Potter’s first name?

2) Who recognized Ulysses first when he 
came home after twenty years?

3) What is an earl’s wife’s title?

4) How many siblings did Napoleon 
Bonaparte have?

5) What is the name of the Oscar Wilde 
drama about obsessive passion?

6) Who is Edson Arantes do Nascimento 
more famously known as?

7) Who used ‘Sebastian Melmoth’ as a 
pseudonym?

8) When elected for parliament, Sir Isaac 
Newton spoke on how many occasions?

9) In what play did the first professional 
actress in Britain act?

10) Who said “Gentlemen may prefer 
blondes but who says that blondes prefer 
gentlemen”?

Answers found on page 26

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Rev. Young Seo
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks welcomed but not required
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm 
Cemetery Decoration Service

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile
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vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS NORWICH MERCHANTS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Nov 4th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Current construction of Wellesley Township
Recreation Centre

The state of the construction of the Wellesley Township Recreation Centre. The centre is expected to be completed by fall 2023. (Photo credit: Witzel Dyce Engineering)

Saturday, November 26, 2022 at 1:00 pm
Santa Claus ParadeSanta Claus Parade

Theme: Snowflakes
Meet Santa at Pavilion Queens Park

Float Registry:
Family, Organizations, Commercial Judged at 12:30

Email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 
for entry and details

Monetary donations collected for TAP 
along parade route.

We will 
not forget.

 

TAVISTOCK • LISTOWEL • MITCHELL • WOODSTOCK
www.southeasthope.com • 1-800-263-9987

Head office: 62 Woodstock St. S., P.O. Box 33, Tavistock, Ontario N0B 2R0
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The Poppy Campaign
October 28th, 2022 until Nov. 11, 2022.

Poppies will be distributed throughout the village. 
Please wear one and REMEMBER those who fought and died for 
our freedom.
Sunday, November 6th:
10:30 am: Remembrance Day Service at Grace United Church 
1:00 pm: Remembrance Day Ceremony will take place outside 
(weather permitting) at the Legion, 223 Hope St. West. 
Hosted by Tavistock Legion Branch 518. 
Public is welcome. Observe safe physical distancing.
  
  
  Royal Canadian Legion
  Tavistock Memorial Branch #518

Remembrance... 
pass it on!

“We will Remember Them” “We will Remember Them” 
lawn signs still available. lawn signs still available. 

For signs call Mary Boland For signs call Mary Boland 
at 519-655-2992.at 519-655-2992.

Wellesley Township Poppy Project on display

The Wellesley Township Poppy Project was put up on display outside of the township office, on the front lawn, on Lobsinger Line in St. Clements. The process to set it up is quite involved. 
Wellesley Township Poppy Project Committee Member Barb Nowak thanked the township for giving the committee space, a trailer to use, and the crew to move the project. The display is 
lit up in the evening and will be displayed there until after Remembrance Day. (Photo credit: Facebook/Barb Nowak)

Ernie Hardeman 
MPP Oxford
519-537-5222 | 1-800-265-4046
12 Perry St., Woodstock, ON N4S 3C2
ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
www.erniehardemanmpp.ca

In honour of their sacrifice…

Lest We Forget
To the residents of 

East Zorra-Tavistock

Thank you for your 
support!

I will be honoured 
to serve you as 

Mayor

- Phil Schaefer

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | TAVISTOCKGAZETTE@ROGERS.COM
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The Royal Canadian Legion New 
Hamburg Branch 532 Banner program. 
Sergeant at Arms Bob Neubauer had 
heard about other branches creating 
Banners documenting members' loved 
ones military records.  Those Banners 
have been posted on hydro poles and 
street lamps around those communities 
where it was initiated. Bob calls Marie 
Voisin Super Woman because of her 
valiant and successful efforts working 
with him to bring the Banner program 
to life in Wilmot.  Each banner talks of 
that service persons record and also 
presents a photograph of them.   She 
has worked closely with Ritz Printing 
in New Hamburg to leverage their 
state of the art digital printing technol-
ogy. Bob has reported that the proofs 
are stunning.   Banners will go up on 
the first of November each year and 
will come down on the 30th.   To date, 
75 banners have been created for this 
season.  They both want to add another 

100 next year!!   Kitchener-Wilmot 
Hydro (now known as Enova) has gra-
ciously offered to raise and lower the 
banners each year.  Bob also wants to 
find a way to encourage local business-
es to sponsor a banner ($150) for each 
of the names on the New Hamburg 
Cenotaph that have no Banner and no 
longer have family in the area. He is a 
noble, time honoured

Bob and Marie are sleeping better at 
night knowing that the memories of 
our local heroes will be preserved for 
many years to come.   And while the 
Banner program safeguards the mem-
ories of heroes that have passed it 
does not address the complex issue of 
saving Legions across Canada includ-
ing the one right here at home.  To be 
certain, encouraging new and younger 
members whether they are service or 
non-service will be an essential part of 
that strategy.

This page generously sponsored by:

Lest We Forget - REMEMBRANCE DAY 2022

Remembrance Day
Lest We Forget

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg

519-662-2820
www.waldorindustries.on.ca

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

NOVEMBER 11TH WE REMEMBER

Remembrance Day
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	����Lest we Forget

www.josslin.com519  662  1644• •

Why Wear A Poppy?

Banner Program

Today, as we should every day, we remember those who volunteered, sacrificed, served, fought, and died, for our freedom. We thank you, and we salute you as we salute those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. We will never forget. We will remember you.

The basic purpose of the poppy funds is to 
provide immediate assistance to ex-ser-
vicemen and women in need. This may in-
clude food shelter or medical attention for 
them or their families.

After expenses, such as the cost of pop-
pies, wreaths and other supplies are de-
ducted, all remaining moneys are placed 
in trust to be used on those purposes 
authorized in the General By-laws of 
The Royal Canadian Legion. Campaign 

expenses are generally low, because most 
of the work is voluntary.

The Legion’s constitution stresses that 
poppy funds must be held in trust. They 
are held in a bank account separate from 
that of the branch general funds and can-
not be used for any purpose other than 
those stipulated.

Funds raised during The Poppy Campaign 
are also used for the following:

- Educational Bursaries

- Comforts for veteran in hospital or hos-
pitalized veterans

- Community medical appliances

- Medical research

- Medical training

- Donations for disaster relief for disas-
ters declared by Federal and Provincial 
Governments

- Expenses of the Branch Veteran Services 
Chairman

- Prizes for the annual Remembrance Day 
Poster and Literary (Poem and Essay) 
Contests.

- Legion service bureau offices

- Any ex-serviceman or woman or depen-
dent is eligible to apply for financial aid 
from the poppy, whether they are Legion 
members, or not.
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This page generously sponsored by:

Lest We Forget - REMEMBRANCE DAY 2022
Legion Colour Party

�ey shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
We will remember them.

                                                                        

  
~ �e Imperial in 

New Hamburg

The flags used by the Royal Canadian Legion are referred to as Colours and our Colours are 
as follows: The Canadian Flag, The Legion Banner, The Royal Union Flag, The Red Ensign,  
The Royal Canadian Air Force Ensign

519.662.1750
www.hillcrestservice.com

11th Hour  11th Day  11th Month  
We Remember and Give Thanks

On November 11th, every year, join us at 
the Cenotaphs in New Hamburg for a short 
Remembrance Service.
Friday, November 11, 2022
New Hamburg Service
10:45 – 10:59: All Participants at Cenotaph
10:59: O Canada
11:00 – 11:15: Last Post (Colours are dipped)
The Silence
Lament
Reveille (Colours are raised)
The Act of Remembrance
Prayers with Rev. Thaler
11:15: Wreath Laying Ceremony
Federal Government
Provincial Government
Municipal Government
The Silver Cross Mother
Representative Canadian Armed Forces
The Royal Canadian Legion
Representative Indigenous Community
Family Wreaths
Cubs, Scouts, Brownies and Guides
Waterloo Regional Police
Wilmot Fire Department
(New Hamburg Band performs)
11:25: God Save The King
Colour Party Dismissed. Ceremony Ends

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY SCHEDULE

Branch 532, New Hamburg
www.newhamburglegion.ca

Let us pause on 
November 11th 
to pay tribute to 
those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice 
to defend our 
democracy, rights, 
and freedoms.
- Mike Harris MPP

Saturday, November 5

10:30 am – Please gather at school Parking Lot

10:45 am – Parade from school to Memorial Gates

11:00 am – Service with New Hamburg Legion

                   Colour Party and piper

After ceremony; refreshments at Bethel Church

1531 Bridge Street, New Dundee

New Dundee
Remembrance
Day Service

We are forever indebted to 
Canada's military personnel. 

We remember and honour the 
achievements and sacrifices they made 

defending peace and freedom around the world.
 

wilmot.ca

LEST WE FORGET
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

As pet shelters across Canada struggle 
with a rise in surrenders and resource 
constraints, a philanthropic organization 
based in the United States called Pedigree 
Foundation announced the launch of its 
Canadian Grant Program, its first-ever 
annual program in the country designed 
to end pet homelessness.

According to a news release by the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Stratford Perth 
Humane Society, there is a growing shel-
ter crisis across North America and more 
than 80,000 are in need of support across 
Canada. The Pedigree Foundation is com-
mitting $100,000 in 2022 awards grants 
which will go toward supporting eight 
Canadian shelter and rescue organiza-
tions in need.

The Pedigree Foundation unveiled the 

eight inaugural recipients from across the 
country for the 2022-2023 program year, 
all of whom have been chosen based on 
their support for programs that help dogs 
find loving homes. This is a first for the 
Pedigree Foundation to expand grant ac-
tivities to Canada, in a push to increase 
dog adoption locally. The Foundation se-
lected the following animal shelters from 
across Canada for 2022 grant funding:

• The Humane Society of Kitchener 
Waterloo & Stratford Perth.

• Animal Rescue Foundation.

• Humane Society Hastings Prince Edward 
(formerly Quinte Humane Society) • 
Cochrane & Area Humane Society.

• Coveted Canines and Creatures Rescue.

• Niagara Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals & Humane Society.

• Ontario SPCA & Humane Society.

• Oakville & Milton Humane Society.

“We are incredibly thankful to the 
PEDIGREE Foundation for their generous 
support,” said Kathrin Delutis, chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Humane Society of 
KWSP. “This grant will greatly impact the 
lifesaving efforts of our transfer program, 
allowing more dogs to find loving homes 
within our communities.”

The grants will focusing on support-
ing shelters to develop programs shown 
to significantly increase dog adoption, 
including:

• Matching/behavior programs that in-
crease the likelihood that shelter dogs will 
bond with their adopters.

• Transport programs that help move dogs 
from areas of overpopulation to areas 

where they are more likely to be adopted.

• Support in remote communities to pro-
vide needed medical care, including spay/
neuter programs to help reduce the over-
population of homeless dogs.

“We know firsthand from our work with 
shelters and rescues that support is 
needed now more than ever,” says Debra 
Fair, Executive Director of the Pedigree 
Foundation.

“Length of stay is increasing for dogs 
at shelters, and our expansion of pro-
grams for the first time outside the U.S. to 
Canada is a critical first step in address-
ing the growing shelter crisis across North 
America. We are proud to be able to pro-
vide support for Canadian shelters who 
are working tirelessly to help find every 
dog the loving home they deserve, in the 
face of increasingly difficult conditions.”

$100,000 in grants being awarded to help shelter 
and rescue dogs across Canada, including KWSPHS

By Veronica Reiner

Those taking a stroll through Wilmot Township may 
have noticed the memorial banners displayed on light 
posts around town. Each one shows the photo and name 
of the veteran, as well as the era of service (WWI, WWII, 
etc.), the branch of the military, years served, and the 
banner’s sponsor.

It is part of the memorial banner program undertak-
en by the New Hamburg branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion. There were about 75 banners sold after the pro-
gram was announced in April, with a due date for the 
application on June 30.

“The community has been fully engaged with this,” said 
New Hamburg Legion spokesperson Scott Dunstall. 
“We’re seeing all kinds of miraculous, heartwarming 
things happen around here. There are families stand-
ing under their banners and sending me their pictures, 
there are people taking banner walking tours, and I ac-
tually saw a woman weeping under her banner the oth-
er day.”

He added that he’s heard many people in the communi-
ty talking about the program - for example, at a recent 
New Hamburg Board of Trade meeting, President Lyle 
Cressman mentioned the banner program. “The whole 
room stood up and started clapping. It was quite amaz-
ing to see all that happening,” said Scott. “It’s touched 
the community heart in a way I never expected.”

Each banner is double sided and guaranteed to last 
for 10 years. Each cost $150. The banners were placed 
on the light standards around town, such as on Huron 
Street and Peel Street, and will remain there until the 
end of November. After that, they will be stored at the 
Legion until the following year.

Bob Neubauer and Marie Voisin had the idea to imple-
ment this program into the Wilmot area. Bob was look-
ing for a way to memorialize a friend, who died in 2020. 
Marie quickly came on board with the idea, helping out 
with the technical support, such as the printing of the 
banners.

Another inspiration for starting the program was seeing 
similar programs taking place in nearby areas, such as 
Elmira. They’re planning to run the program again next 
year, and another 15 people have already submitted ap-
plications for 2023 banners.

Scott said another benefit of the program is providing 

funding for the Royal Canadian Legion, a not-for-profit 
organization that supports Veterans and their families.

“I hope this does something to raise awareness for the 
Legion because it’s dying. It’s dying in all small commu-
nities across Canada,” noted Scott.

“The Legion is heavily tied to the health of the commu-
nity. Then, through the pandemic, with smaller towns, 
a couple of businesses close, and all of a sudden, that 
town is looking a little bit shaky. And the first things that 
falls over are the service clubs and the Legion.”

Veteran banners on display throughout New Hamburg

The family of Lt. William A. Wallbank gathered underneath 
his banner in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Facebook/Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 532 New Hamburg)

Some of Carl Holtzworth's great nieces and nephew and 
their spouses stood proudly under his banner. (Photo credit: 
Facebook/Royal Canadian Legion Branch 532 New Hamburg)
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By Gary West

With beautiful weather in Tavistock re-
cently, the leaf blowers and rakes were in 
high demand, clearing lawns from fallen 
leaves that had accumulated since frost 
and colder weather arrived.

Barry Klein of Tavistock was busy on the 
front lawn of the Maples Home for Se-

niors, using all the tools required to get 
the job done.

Klein, who is in charge of supplies and 
maintenance, along with fire and safety 
duties, says the job is made easier when 
the sun shines, and residents are happy 
to be outside, knowing that the weather 
could change as later fall weather closes 
in.

By Gary West

It’s not every day that a school crossing 
guard has to hold up traffic for a student 
going to school on a horse. This was the 
case last week for long-time crossing 
guard, Lea Wittig, who made sure student 
Maeve Whiteman of Woodstock St. North, 
in Tavistock, got to class at Tavistock Pub-
lic School safely. She was excited to be rid-
ing to school with the help of her grand-
ma Ellie Ross, who lives in Drumbo, on a 

horse named “Benji.”

Since it was Maeve’s 11th birthday, her 
wish was to ride to school on her Grand-
ma’s 16-year-old quarter horse, who’s gen-
tle demeanour was the perfect equestrian 
ride for the excited 11-year-old, through 
the streets of town.

She said birthday cakes and candles are 
great but the ride on a horse to school will 
go down as one of her best birthdays ever.

Autumn weather means 
“bringing in the leaves” at 
the Maples in Tavistock

A birthday to remember 
for this 11-year-old from 
Tavistock

COMMUNITY —
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Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) ca-
nines are putting their best paws forward 
in the seventh annual OPP Canine Unit 
Calendar. Proceeds support local charities.

The OPP Canine Unit has been support-
ing frontline and specialized policing 
functions to keep Ontarians safe for more 
than 50 years. Handlers and their canines 
provide assistance with search and rescue, 
tracking wanted persons, detecting nar-
cotics and searching for firearms explo-
sives and physical evidence.

The calendar features 24 photos, with 
canines from across Ontario showcasing 
their specialty, location and role. July’s 
canine, six-year-old Kilo from London, is 
seen being lifted onto his handler’s shoul-
der using the carry method, a move that 
allows canines to be carried comfortably 
over dangerous grounds. March will fea-
ture five-year-old Mane from Orillia, an 

explosives detection canine who uses 
his keen sense of smell to identify an ex-
plosive device under a vehicle during a 
training exercise. August’s model is seven-
year-old Dance from Sault Ste. Marie.

All proceeds from the 2023 OPP Canine 
Unit go to the OPP Youth Foundation and 
Friends of the OPP Museum. The charities 
thank everyone for their generosity - last 
year’s calendar sales raised more than 
$42,900 for these causes.

The OPP Youth Foundation provides 
funds to disadvantaged youth through-
out the province. The Friends of the OPP 
Museum is a volunteer-based charitable 
organization that supports, promotes and 
assists in the preservation of the history 
of the OPP.

Each calendar costs $15 and can be pur-
chased at the OPP Off Duty Shop at www.
opp.shop.on.ca.

OPP Canines take a 
“paws” fighting crime to 
strike a pose

Kilo, Mane and Dance’s calendar photos. (Photo contributed)

By Gary West

When the area field corn crop comes in 
from area producers as quickly as it has 
recently, room has to be made somewhere. 
In this case, on a large pad of concrete, un-
til the wet corn silo allows for more room 
with the corn dryer working full tilt.

Zenon Bender of Tavistock, who is the 
technical sales advisor for Trouw Nutri-
tion Canada and Pride Seeds, said this 
time of year is always a very busy one 
when it comes to drying area corn. He said 
even with the dry July and August that was 
the case this year in most areas of Perth, 
Waterloo and Oxford County‘s, yields are 

still over 200 bushels of dry corn per acre, 
and some area farmers reporting yields in 
the 225 bu. range.

Bender, who has worked at this arduous 
task for 20 years, said they dry 45 tonnes 
of corn per hour, depending on the mois-
ture, and most, at time of writing, is com-
ing in at 25% and lower.

He also added that bushel weight is at 58 
pounds and quality is excellent, with no 
signs of vomitoxins (moulds), which can 
occur during wet weather when the ker-
nels are maturing. He estimates that 40% 
of area corn should be in storage by early 
November, which is ahead of other years.

Corn from area farms 
keeps piling up at this
elevator east of Tavistock

Zenon Bender manages the unloading and drying of area corn, east of Tavistock for Trouw 
Nutrition. It is coming off area fields at a record pace due to exceptional harvest weather.
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By Gary West

Combining was in full swing in Perth 
County over the weekend, with ideal 
weather and dry conditions. With most of 
the bean harvest complete, corn was com-
ing off Perth county fields in record time 
as the weatherman was fully co-operating.

Jim McGregor, who farms east of 
Sebastopol in South Easthope township, 

in Perth county, was busy with his farms‘ 
Gleaner combine, finishing a field where 
he was pleased with yield and moisture of 
this year's corn crop.

He said “the harvest is a lot less stress-
ful when sunny dry weather and dry 
ground is a lot more manageable than in 
past years when continuous rain and wet 
weather could make field harvest more 
difficult and time consuming.”

Combing corn on the 
weekend in sunny warm 
weather east of Tavistock

Farm owner Jim McGregor stands atop his combines’ platform while unloading another bin 
full of corn.

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative 
Bus: 519-273-4400, Cell 519-272-7676 

or Res: 519-655-2548 
email: mseby@rogers.com

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative

519-273-4400 Bus.
24 Hour Paging

206 Ontario St., Stratford
Cell- 519-272-7676

E-mail- mseby@rogers.com 

206 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD
519-273-4400  MLS Realtor
website: www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Enjoy your morning coffee on your covered front 
porch or on your back deck  enjoying the view of 
your 1.3 acre lot.  This great family home is 
certainly not a drive by and must be viewed to see 
all that it has to offer.  This 3 bedroom 2 storey 
brick home offers a spacious eat in kitchen with 
sliders to a wood deck, and amazing rear yard, a 
detached 1.5 detached garage with a drive 

141 WETTLAUFER STREET TAVISTOCK

through door for easy access to your rear yard.  This yard has so much to offer, there is  plenty of room 
to add an addition, or if you want to build another garage, (with Township approval). No more complain-
ing that there is not enough room for the kids to play of your pets to run.  Call to view this great family 
home today.  MLS # 40090440 NEW PRICE $869,900

PROPERTIES NEEDED! 
Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are needed in Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding 
area’s. If you have been considering selling and would like to know what your property is worth in 
today’s active real estate market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR 
SALE”, please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either Bus: 519-273-4400 or Direct 
519-272-7676 or email mseby@rogers.com

Let my experience work for you!

ALL POINTS-FESTIVAL CITY REALTY BROKERAGE
206 Ontario St., Stratford • 519-273-4400
MLS Realtor website www.coldwellbanker.com

60 Holley Avenue, Tavistock
Dare to dream to own this stunning 4 or 5 bedroom home, with potential for another bedroom in 
the basement. Why build new when you can move right into this 2,690 square foot home, with 
an unspoiled basement. This amazing home offers 2.5 baths, finished family room, sliders off the 
dinette area to a fully fenced rear yard, great for the children or your pets, or a great back yard to 
entertain your family and friends. If your children are tired of sharing bedrooms, this home has 
4 spacious bedrooms all on the same level. Do not put off viewing this home any longer, if defi-
nitely is one home you do not want to miss seeing. Shows “AAA” MLS#40303566 $1,100,000

36 Jacob Street West, Tavistock
NEW LISTING – Welcome to 36 Jacob Street West, Tavistock. Are you tired of that big two storey 
house and all those steps, and are looking for something smaller with no steps, then this is one 
house you do not want to miss viewing. This 2 bedroom brick bungalow located on a 75 X 108 foot 
lot offers one floor living with an open concept main floor, a spacious kitchen and dinette area 
with sliders to a deck and rear yard, main floor laundry, attached over sized single car garage. 
The basement offers a finished rec room, office , utility room also could be used for a small work-
shop, storage room. Immediate possession is available, be sure to call to view this great family 
room. MLS#40343475 $599,900

OPEN HOUSE:
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH • 1:00-3:00 P.M.

HOSTED BY SANDRA EBY, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Pet of the Week
REESIE

Our Pet of the Week is 
Reesie, a 2 year old cat. 

Ressie is an adventurous cat 
and likes to play all the time. 
She is owned by Lee Griffi.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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Gala, Empire, Idared, Red and Golden Delicious, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, 
Spartan, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Mutsu, Northern Spy, Ambrosia, and 

Russet. Also cider, fresh local produce, honey, jams and preserves

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Call 462-2259 or 462-2947

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

After coming off a winning streak, the New Hamburg 
Firebirds finally fell to the Wellesley Applejacks this 
past week, before going on to take down the Hespeler 
Shamrocks.

These mixed results did not affect their first place spot 
atop the Provincial Junior Hockey League South Doherty 
division standings, with 11 wins, one loss, and one over-
time loss. In second place are the Tavistock Braves (9-4-
0-0-0), followed by the Woodstock Navy Vets in third (8-
5-0-0-0) tied with the Wellesley Applejacks (7-4-1-0-0).

“The Firebirds hosted the Nafziger road series on 
Friday versus Wellesley. Our boys battled but came out 
with one in the loss column,” said Firebirds president 
Gord Mills, of their game on October 28.

Wellesley drew first blood, with Justin McCombs (Kyle 
Baker) taking advantage of a power play at 3:48, then 
Jake L’Heureux (Connor Bradley) potting another goal 
at 17:05. The Firebirds got the chance to respond in the 
second stanza, courtesy of Kyle Kraemer at 1:12, and as-
sisted by Justin McManus.

The third period was the most action packed, with the 
most goals scored and nine collective penalties doled 
out between the two teams. The Applejacks scored twice 
in a short period of time, one at 2:07 and another marker 
on a power play at 5:46.

A penalty shortly afterwards on Wellesley’s side left the 
team at a disadvantage, which the Firebirds capitalized 
on. Fischer scored at 10:25 on a power play, assisted by 

Kraemer. The Applejacks scored the final goal of the 
night at 19:47. This resulted in a final score of 5-2 for 
the Applejacks. The Firebirds outshot the team 41-38.

“We went on the road on Sunday to Hespeler and got 
the rebound win,” said Mills, of the game on October 30. 
“Owen Fischer and Tyler Reid helped to pace the of-
fence with a couple goals each.”

This time, it was Firebirds player Andrew Miele (Fischer, 
Lucas Carson) who drew first blood at 13:16. Fischer 
(Carson, Jake Thompson) scored a goal of his own short-
ly after at 15:31.

Hespeler got the chance to respond at 4:10 in the second 
stanza, their lone goal of the game. Later in the frame, 
a Shamrocks player received a penalty around 18:02, 
which left them at a disadvantage. Reid took advantage 
of this, scoring at 18:34 on a power play, assisted by Cole 
Stannix and Kraemer.

The Firebirds kept up the heat in the third period, with 
Reid (Adam Barr, Kaden Eichler) potting one at 1:55. 
Stannix scored the final goal of the night at 13:46, as-
sisted by Riley Benko. This resulted in a 5-1 win for the 
Firebirds. New Hamburg outshot Hespeler 49-20.

“We are excited by the fact that we have a balanced 
game on both offence and defence this year,” said Mills.

For their next pair of matches, Firebirds will welcome the 
Woodstock Navy Vets to the nest on Friday, November 
4, then travel to Tavistock to take on the Braves on 
Saturday, November 5. The puck drops at 7:30 p.m.

A win and a loss for the Firebirds

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg

In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Programs each Sunday for children during service.

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township

All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

GP W L OTL T PTS
New Hamburg Firebirds 13 11 1 1 0 23
Tavistock Braves 13 9 4 0 0 18
Wellesley Applejacks 13 7 4 1 1 16
Woodstock Navy Vets 13 8 5 0 0 16
Norwich Merchants 13 7 6 0 0 14
Hespeler Shamrocks 12 1 10 0 1 3
Paris Mounties 13 1 11 1 0 3

PJHL STANDINGS (Nov. 2, 2022)
South Doherty Division

Team PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
NHF Cole Stannix F 13 13 11 24
WEL Kyle Baker F 13 6 15 21
NHF Lucas Carson F 12 5 14 19
NOR Joel Storoschuk F 13 7 8 15
NHF Jake Thompson F 13 6 8 14
TAV Zach Gladding F 12 6 8 14
NOR Brandon Balazs F 12 8 6 14
NHF Owen Fischer F 13 7 6 13
TAV Jayden Seguin F 13 6 7 13
WNV Ethan Szabo F 11 9 4 13
WNV Davin Gray F 13 7 6 13
TAV Luke Fanjoy D 13 6 6 12
WEL Justin McCombs F 11 7 5 12
WEL Adam Hoff F 13 4 8 12
NOR Reid Lazou F 12 5 7 12
NHF Kyle Kraemer D 12 5 6 11
NOR Austin Forsyth F 13 6 5 11
NOR Nathan Murphy F 13 4 7 11
WNV Griffin Sinden F 7 6 5 11

PJHL - South Doherty Division
2022-23 Point Leaders
(through Nov. 2, 2022)

The New Hamburg Firebirds during game action against the Hespeler Shamrocks during an away game on Saturday, October 30. The Firebirds won this round 5-1. (Photo credit: Billie Jo Mark)
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2022 Tesla Model 3

$74,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland 

$61,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,058 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara

$63,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,053 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A Perth East resident reported that they had been a 
victim of fraud over several years, losing more than 
$300,000.

On October 17 at 3:43 p.m., the Perth County Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) began a fraud investigation, 
where the individual had reported being a victim of 
fraud between 2017 and October 2022.

Investigation revealed that the victim agreed to sell 
a trailer to an unknown person in the United States. 
Throughout their correspondence, the victim sent ad-
ditional funds to the suspect for a variety of compli-
cations. It was reported that the victim was defrauded 
more than $300,000.

The investigation is ongoing.

Fraud is a multi-billion dollar per year business and 
modern, tech savvy fraudsters will do their best to cre-
ate confusion and chaos during interactions, leading 
victims to react impulsively and hand over their money.

It is imperative to verify any unsolicited requests be-
fore responding to provide personal information. If you 
feel pressured, hang up the phone or delete sender's 
profile.

If you have been a victim of fraud, the OPP can be 
reached anytime, anywhere in the Province of Ontario 
at 1-888-310-1122. If you wish to remain anonymous 
you can contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

For more information on fraud, call the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or http://www.anti-
fraudcentre.ca

Perth East resident loses more than 
$300,000 in fraud

RUN YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD AD HERE!

To book space contact
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418

or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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THANK YOU WILMOT
The end of every election brings time for reflection, and with that comes many thanks that I would

be remiss for not expressing. 

Thank you to my entire campaign team, every supporter, my friends and
family, who were all foundational in my election success. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who put their names forward and ran
for office. It takes great courage that should be commended. I look

forward to seeing how you will continue contributing to our wonderful
community.

And most importantly, thank you to everyone who engaged in and cast a
ballot this election. 

I look forward to collaborating with our new council to serve and
represent you as we lead Wilmot forward over the next four years!

Sincerely, 
Natasha Salonen, Mayor-Elect

By Gary West

It was a trick or treat night at Moo's ice 
cream in Shakespeare on Halloween 
night. Instead of candy and chocolate, the 
treats were in the form of ice cream and 
trick or treaters came in greater numbers 

than expected.

The owners of the shop wanted to treat all 
who came, whether young or old, with the 
sweet treat, to thank the community for 
their first year in business.

Hallowe’en with ice cream 
for trick or treaters at 
Moos in Shakespeare

Front, Thea, Adam and baby son, Jackson Decaire, Mark, Ariana and Noah Erb, Ethan, Addi-
son and Mom Jordan Hill. Back owners, Rhonda Grubb and Kevin Straus flanked by Serene 
and Seaver Grubb.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

It was a packed crowd at the New Ham-
burg Legion, as Crackerjack Palace per-
formed at the venue on Saturday, October 
22.

Crackerjack Palace is a classic rock cov-
er band formed in 2004, who cover songs 
from The Beatles and The Rolling Stones 

to Steely Dan and The Eagles. They focus 
on authentic reproductions of original 
tracks from the 1960s and 1970s and con-
tinue to add songs to their performance 
setlists.

Every cent generated from this event goes 
to support local agencies and institutions 
as well as veterans across Canada.

Full house for
Crackerjack Palace

Crackerjack Palace performs at the New Hamburg Legion on October 22. (Photo credit: 
Facebook/Lou Divita)
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Across
1. Sorrow, harm or misery (archaic)
6. Losing proposition?
10. Vegetarian staple
14. Fess up
15. Catalina, e.g.
16. Eagerly excited
17. Like some �sh
19. Singer Young
20. Connective tissue
21. "Let me think... "
22. General European Strategic 
Investments (abbr)
23. Cookie �lling
25. Outdoes
26. Division word
30. Sushi side dish
32. The rapid vaporization of a liquid
35. Followed
39. Kind of skating
40. Rings
41. Loosely bonded complex
43. Raid targets
44. Commissioned o�cer of lower rank
(Naval)
46. Obi
47. Sad song
50. Dutch sights
53. Arab chieftain
54. Margaret's nickname
55. Wrinkled
60. Fashioned
61. Reparations
63. Double curve
64. Agitate
65. Like draft beer
66. Universal Postal
Union headquarters
67. Sean Connery, for one
68. Level

Down
1. Social blunder
2. Red Deer Regional Airport (abbr)
3. NASA's ___ Research Center
4. Catchall abbr.
5. Body of good conduct
6. 24 horas
7. Panama and others
8. Periodic table entry
9. Kind of paper
10. Small citrus fruits with loose skin
11. Molding curves
12. Impose by trickery
13. Jamaican fruits
18. Card game for two
24. Grade A item
25. Chickpea, Fava, Lima et al
26. Nile bird
27. Double negative?
28. Cultivate
29. Popeye's favorite color?
31. Dad's mom
33. Foolish
34. Trawling equipment
36. "The Godfather" enforcer ___ Brasi
37. Kneads, long ago
38. Potluck choice
42. Photographic, as memory
43. Bic �ller
45. 1980 Richard Gere role
47. Discharge from the RAF
48. E�gy
49. Equestrian
51. "___ Time trans�gured me": Yeats
52. Sports heavyweights
54. Links numbers
56. Lady's escort
57. "I'm ___ you!"
58. Averrhoa carambola
59. Catch a glimpse of
62. Butter�y catcherSponsored by:

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

COMMUNITY —
Artwork at Baden Public 
School

Students from Baden Public School made artwork, made entirely from sand, to celebrate 
Diwali 2022. Diwali is a Hindu festival, also known as the Festival of Lights, a holiday that 
celebrates the triumph of good over evil. This year, it was celebrated on Monday, October 
24. (Photo credit: Twitter/@bdnwrdsb)

Certified Plumbing Services

Certified Electrical Services

Gas furnace

Air conditioner

Mini-split heat pumps

Central heat pumps

Gas/propane generator

Hot water heaters 

HRV          

Pool heater install & service

Gas & propane BBQ hook-ups

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL 
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

1439 Gingerich Road, Baden

arcadianprojects.ca

Continuing the business of:

519-804-9697
Service Department Extension

SERVICES

Certified Technicians & Electricians

for all gas, electrical and

mechanical equipment

info@arcadianprojects.ca

(supply & service)
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TRAVEL —

Travel has some consequences 
that you might not think about 
when you first book a trip. One 
permanent result is that I pay 
attention to what is happening 
in those places after I am back 
home. Putting my feet on the 
ground seems to plant a seed of 
connection and empathy in my 
soul.

A hurricane hitting Sanibel Is-
land; terrorism in Paris or Brus-
sels; drought in the countries 
along the Rhine River – just a 
few examples of news that feels 
much more personal now that I 
have spent time there.

And so, when Hurricane Fiona 
was about to blast Canada’s At-
lantic provinces, I worried. I have 
a sister living on the most north-
ern tip of Newfoundland, anoth-
er in New Brunswick. (They es-
caped any significant damage). 
And I have fallen in love with 
southwest Nova Scotia, so my 
heart was there too.

I happened to be in Ireland when 
Fiona hit Nova Scotia so I didn’t 
know the fate of places like 
Yarmouth and Shelburne. That 

is, until out of the blue, a guy 
walked across the foyer of the 
Titanic Museum in Belfast, hand 
outstretched and a big grin on 
his face. It was Phil Mooney, for-
mer mayor of Yarmouth and my 
assigned companion and guide 
during my visit to Nova Scotia 
last June. Phil was visiting the 
Titanic museum the same day we 
were. What are the odds?

So I quickly got an update. Phil 
and his family members had 
their flight delayed out of Nova 
Scotia for a day because of Fiona 
but they had made it to Ireland 
and reported that things were 
just fine back home in Yarmouth.

That was good news. Truth is, 
things are always just fine in Yar-
mouth and the rest of southwest 
Nova Scotia. So much so that a 
colleague of mine, who was at 
the same conference, decided to 
buy property there so his fami-
ly could spend a lot more time in 
that part of the world.

Anywhere you go in southwest 
Nova Scotia you will find natu-
ral beauty, friendly people, and 
a lot of history. Today, let’s look 
at three of the towns along that 
shoreline.

We’ll start in Yarmouth, on the 
southwest coast. There are a lot 
of quaint things to this town – 
brightly coloured storefronts, a 
town park that is also a cemetery, 
a unique fishing museum, and 
the intriguing exhibits in the lo-
cal branch of the Art Gallery of 
Nova Scotia, among other high-
lights.

Our group was treated to a picnic 
in the park – yes, the one with the 
tombstones – and although it was 

in June, a local musical ensemble 
serenaded us with, “It’s begin-
ning to look a lot like Christmas” 
which it wasn’t.

But there was a very good rea-
son for the concert. This popular 
Christmas song was composed by 
American Meredith Willson (who 
also wrote “The Music Man”) 
while he was in Yarmouth. More 
to the point, it includes referenc-
es to this idyllic town in the verse 
“It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas/ Everywhere you go/ 
Now there's a tree in the Grand 
Hotel/ One in the park as well/ 
The sturdy kind that doesn't 
mind the snow”. Yep, the very 
park we were in, right across 
the street from the Ross Grand 
Hotel, where our group, just like 
songwriter Willson,  stayed turn-
ing our time in Yarmouth.

One of my favourite finds in 
Yarmouth was the W. Laurence 
Sweeney Fisheries Museum in 
a historic building on the water-
front. The museum is full of ar-
tifacts from Yarmouth’s fishing 
industry, including seven repro-
duced buildings, all indoors, that 
reveal the history of the fishing 
industry.

About 40 minutes southeast of 
Yarmouth is Barrington, where 
the Barrington Woolen Mill, once 
a thriving business, is now a mu-
seum with hands-on experiences 
and live demonstrations by ex-
pert interpreters.

Barrington is also home to the 
Seal Island Light Museum, a 
replica lighthouse built to house 
the original lens from the Seal 
Island Lighthouse and contain-
ing a lot of historical memora-
bilia. Here you will find the story 

of Evelyn M. Richardson, whose 
books about her experience as 
the Seal Island Lighthouse keep-
er have fascinated generations. I 
also happened to find a young in-
terpreter, Randi Ross, who turned 
out to be the great-great-grand-
daughter of Richardson. Ran-
di’s presence there should not 
have surprised me. Almost every 
historic site in this area is well-
stocked with guides who have 
personal connections to the local 
history. It’s a bonus for visitors.

Less than half an hour northeast 
of Barrington is Shelburne. It’s 
not surprising that this commu-
nity’s waterfront, known as Dock 
Street, has been the setting for 
movies and television shows in-
cluding “The Book of Negroes”. 

The street is chockablock with 
beautifully preserved historic 
buildings including museums 
and The Dory Shop, where the 
history of the iconic fishing boat, 
the Shelburne Dory, is told and 
where dories continued to be 
hand-crafted to this day.

That’s just a sample of the attrac-
tions you will find along a drive 
that could take you just an hour 
and half and should take about 
a week. Or, like my smitten col-
league, much of the rest of your 
life.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

The colourful palette of downtown Yarmouth shops. Shelburne's beautiful Dock Street.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Three gems in a jewel of an area

By Paul Knowles

Randi Ross, great-great-granddaughter of a lighthouse keeper and au-
thor. All photos by Paul Knowles.
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Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2022

COMMUNITY —
Rainbow at Waterloo
Oxford

Spooky decorations in 
Wellesley

Waterloo Oxford District Secondary School now has what it takes to be “protected and 
secure” with this recently painted mural on a wall to the school's entrance. (Photo credit: 
Gary West)

Some spooky, Halloween themed decorations spotted on Ferris Drive in Wellesley on Mon-
day, October 31. (Photo credit: Leanne Reiner)

November 5th

Christmas in the County Ba-
zaar

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Philips-
burg (3357 Erbs Road). Fea-
turing raffle, plants, books, 
vendors, baking and more.

November 7th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Regular meeting at 7 p.m. 
open to the public and avail-
able through the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube channel to 
live stream or watch after the 
meeting.

November 8th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid meeting, in-person 
taking place at 4805 William 
Hastings Line in Crosshill and 
streamed online. Visit www.
wellesley.ca for more details.

November 12th

All You Can Eat Taco Night

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Wellesley Community Centre. 
19+ licensed bar until mid-
night. Live music with a kids 
area - fun for the whole fam-
ily. Tickets cost $20 for adults 
($25 at the door), and $10 for 
kids 12 and under. Tickets 
available at Pym’s, Esso and 
Grammy’s.

November 14th

Let’s Tree Wilmot Fall Cele-
bration

From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Wilmot Recreation Complex, 
Room A. The community is 
invited to celebrate Let’s Tree 
Wilmot’s accomplishments of 
2022 with their partners, the 
Township of Wilmot and Nith 
Valley EcoBoosters.

November 14th

Blood Drive

Takes place at Steinmann 
Mennonite Church at 1316 
Snyder’s Road West in New 
Hamburg. Booking times are 
available on blood.ca from 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m.

November 16th

Mental Health Breakfast

Taking place at 8 a.m. the 
Puddicombe House banquet 
hall at 145 Peel Street in New 
Hamburg. $30 a ticket. Fea-
turing keynote speaker Mark 
Reusser, VP of the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture. 
Panel conversations with Su-
san Cressman, Wendy Lantz 
and a Canadian Mental Health 
Association representative.

November 16th

East Zorra Tavistock Council 

Meeting

Regular council meeting tak-
ing place at 7 p.m. at 695566 
17th Line in Innerkip.

November 18th

Spirt to Soar Film Screening

Takes place at Zion United 
Church at 7 p.m.  Masks are 
required. The Wilmot Ecu-
menical Working Group on 
Indigenous/Settler Relation-
ships is hosting a series of 
free film screenings to pro-
mote understanding of the 
history of Indigenous commu-
nities.

November 18th and 19th

Christmas Market

From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
Living Water Fellowship at 45 
Hincks Street in New Ham-
burg. Featuring local artisans 
and fine crafts. Christmas mini 

shoots with a photographer. 
Food trucks & Free Hot Choc-
olate and Apple Cider.

November 19th

Makers Market

At Steinmann Mennonite 
Church from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Featuring 35+ local artisans, 
come out and support your 
neighbours and community. 
A homemade soup lunch will 
be available from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. All proceeds from this 
event will go to the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre.

November 26th

Masters Four Gospel Music 
Concert

Taking place at Shantz Men-
nonite Church at 7 p.m., doors 
open at 6:15 p.m. Features one 
of Canada’s leading, award 
winning gospel quartets.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

For Sale Set of Winter Tires
Hankook Pike RW11  LT 235/75R15
On Ranger Rims - Phone 519-577-4490

FRUITCAKE AVAILABLE
Call Barb Schaefer
(519)655-3932

KARATE! IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate 
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ONLY $105+HST
FOR 10 WEEKS
Uniform extra Special ends Nov. 8.
Regular price $125+HST
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Helen
2) His dog
3) Countess
4) 7
5) Salome

6) Soccer star Pele
7) Oscar Wilde
8) One
9) Othello
10) Mae West
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LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Linda Holst
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

MAPLE SYRUP  

2022 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

o


