
By Lee Griffi

Students are back in area classrooms 
this week. The Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) has accepted an olive 
branch from the Doug Ford government 
and are back at work following a two-day 
labour disruption. Early childhood edu-
cators, educational assistants, custodians, 
and administrative staff walked off the 
job on Friday after the province passed 
Bill 28, which mandated a contract for 
55 thousand workers across Ontario. As 
of press time, the two sides were meet-
ing at a downtown Toronto hotel after the 
government presented CUPE with a new 
proposal.

Mike Harris Jr. is the Member of 
Parliament for Kitchener-Conestoga and 

says everything his government has done 
has been to put children first. “From a 
government perspective, we have said all 
along that our number one priority was to 
keep kids in class and we will do whatev-
er is necessary to do that. Whether it be 
ending illegal strikes, working with CUPE 
to make sure the education support work-
ers are back in class, and we have been 
able to accomplish that.” Harris adds 
that in the end, it’s what the government 
wanted to see, but it took a winding road 
to get there.

Both the union and government are back 
at the bargaining table this week, made 
possible by Premier Ford’s commitment 
to repeal Bill 28. “Come Monday, we 
will be pulling the legislation back, and 

CUPE, we hope, will hold up their end of 
the bargain as we move forward, and we 
will hopefully get a deal that works for 
everybody,” says Harris.

As expected, the reaction to the battle 
between the government and the union 
has resulted in some heated debate not 
just among politicians but among parents 
and the general public alike. “At the end 
of the day, everyone really understood 
it was about making sure the kids were 
in class. We had hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of messages, texts, and emails. 
Just seeing people out and about, and I 
would say it just depended on who you 
were talking to. If you are talking to folks 
who have kids in school or a grandparent, 

By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot outgoing council 
members, including Mayor Les Armstrong, 
Councillor Jenn Pfenning, Councillor Bar-
ry Fisher, and Councillor Angie Hallman, 
all delivered speeches at their last council 
meeting together on Monday, November 7.

Councillor Jeff Gerber was present at the 
meeting, but did not make an announce-
ment, and Councillor Cheryl Gordijk did not 
appear at the meeting.

Here are their parting words:

Jenn Pfenning - Ward Four

Pfenning began her announcement by 
pointing out that it was the group's last 
meeting together. "I want to thank each 
member of council for the unique lessons 
that you have taught me over the last four 
years, and I want to thank the community," 
she said. "It's been an honour to serve."

She said that she was disappointed by the 
outcome of the election. "But this is still my 
home. I still care about what happens here, 
and I'm still going to be around. Thank you 
again for the honour of serving for the last 
four years."

Barry Fisher - Ward Three

Fisher said it had been a "pleasure and a 
privilege" to be in his role over the last three 
terms. "I've had a lot of opportunity to meet 
and have special relationships with both my 
constituents and township staff," he said. "I 
have been very excited about the last four 
years, and lots of good stuff has happened."

He pointed out the advancement of the trail 
network, such as at Baden Hills, the for-
mation of Let's Tree Wilmot, the township 
commitment to the reduction of greenhouse 
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wilmot community is invited to par-
ticipate in Remembrance Day events at 
the New Hamburg cenotaph on Huron 
Street on November 11 as attendees re-
member, with deep respect and immense 
gratitude, those who served our nation 
and how meaningful their sacrifices are 
to the community and way of life.

The schedule for the ceremony looks like 
this:

10:30 a.m. - Remembrance Day Parade

10:59 a.m. - Singing of O Canada

11 a.m. - Last Post, The Silence, Lament, 

Reveille, The Act of Remembrance, 
Prayers

11:15 a.m. - Wreath Laying Ceremony

11:25 a.m. - God Save the King, Ceremony 
Ends

Castle Kilbride also invites the commu-
nity to learn about local soldiers who 
lost their lives during World War I, World 
War II, and the Korean War through their 
Wilmot Remembers project. Those who 
are visiting the New Hamburg Cenotaph, 
New Hamburg Legion, New Dundee 
Community Park, or Castle Kilbride this 
weekend can access the stories using the 
QR codes that will be on display.

Continued from page 1

NEWS —

Three vehicle collision results in injuries

One person was charged after a collision in Perth Coun-
ty that resulted in minor injuries.

On October 7, at about 1:14 p.m., the Perth County On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP) responded to a collision 
between three vehicles on Line 34 in Perth East Town-
ship. The investigation indicated that a driver failed to 
stop and collided with the rear of another vehicle.

Three people were transported to a local hospital with 
minor injuries. As a result, a 35-year-old resident from 
Stratford has been charged with “follow too closely.” The 
accused was issued a Provincial Notice for the offence.

Anyone with information about this or any incident is 
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at 
www.opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anon-
ymous can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 
leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

Driver fails to remain after striking pedestrian

One person was charged after colliding with a construc-
tion worker and fleeing the scene.

On October 17, at about 6:16 p.m., the Perth County OPP 
responded to a fail to remain incident on Road 111 in 
Perth East Township.

The investigation indicated that a driver drove on a 
closed road; driver became confrontational and sped off 
colliding with a construction worker and left the scene. 
Minor injuries were reported.

As a result, a 29-year-old Stratford man has been 
charged with “assault with a weapon,” and “failure to 
stop after accident.”

The accused is scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court 
of Justice in Stratford at a later date to answer to the 
charges.

22-year-old charged for impaired driving

The Perth County OPP have charged a 22-year-old with 
impaired related offences in Perth East Township.

On October 21, just before 12 a.m., Perth County OPP 
officers responded to a single motor vehicle collision on 
Road 112 in Perth East.

During the investigation, officers alleged that they 
observed several empty beer cans in the vehicle. The 
driver admitted to consuming alcohol. The driver was 
arrested and transported to a local hospital for precau-
tionary reasons. The driver was not injured.

As a result, a 22-year-old Stratford resident was arrest-
ed and charged with “operation while impaired - blood 
alcohol concentration (80 plus),” and “operation while 
impaired - alcohol and drugs.”

Police issued a 90-day Administrative Driver’s License 
Suspension and a seven-day vehicle impoundment.

If you suspect someone is driving while their ability to 
operate a motor vehicle is impaired, either by drug or 
alcohol, call police at 911 to report it.

Driver facing multiple charges

The Perth County OPP charged an Arva resident after 
they failed to stop for police on Line 55 in the Perth East 
Township.

On October 21, just after 12:14 p.m., police alleged they 
tried to stop a vehicle for passing a police cruiser un-
safely, when it continued travelling on Perth Line 55 at a 
high rate of speed. The vehicle was located and stopped 
a short time after on Perth Line 119.

As a result, a 21-year-old Arva man was charged with 
“flight from peace officer,” and “dangerous operation.”

The accused was released from custody and is sched-
uled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Strat-
ford at a later date to answer to the charges.

NEWS BRIEFS

they were very focused on making sure 
kids were back in school. Talking to folks 
who were or are education workers or who 
have family in that space, a little bit of a 
different conversation,” says Harris.

Harris’ constituency office saw graffiti 
sprayed on a wall over the weekend, say-
ing ‘Strikes Are a Right,’ something the 
MPP denounced, calling it “unacceptable.” 
He adds both sides need to remember 
what the end goal is by negotiating a new 
contract. “As we move forward, we need to 
keep in mind this is about kids. Making 
sure they are back in class and staying 
there until the end of the year.”

Rebecca Avey is the President of CUPE 
Local 7575, representing Thames Valley 
District School Board members. She re-
mains hopeful a fair deal can be made. “I’m 
about 70 per cent I would say. There are 
enough eyes on now and enough pressure 
for (Ford) to do a fair deal. I don’t know 

that he has a choice at this point. It’s still 
fresh in everybody’s mind, and everyone is 
waiting to see what he does.”

The Conservatives did garner some sup-
port from non-public sector unions in the 
last provincial election, something not lost 
on Harris, who feels that support won’t wa-
ver. “There’s a lot of private sector unions 
who supported us and quite frankly still 
do. When you look at the public sector and 
how large it has gotten over the last 15 to 
20 years, they have a lot of power, and they 
are well organized.”

CUPE walked on stage at their Monday 
press conference surrounded by a number 
of heavyweight unions. Avey acknowledg-
es that support was surreal and something 
she was grateful for. “I think we all said to 
each other how did we get to this? We are 
just education workers trying to get a good 
contract and go back to work. It turned 
into this historic, unprecedented labour 
movement essentially. To look around the 

picket lines and our labour partners from 
the public to the private sector. Health 
care, education, and steelworkers. It was 
very much appreciated and goes to show 
you what can happen when people need to 
pull together and stand up for each other.”

Harris, a father of five children, says the 
big issue to remember here is the health 
and well-being of our kids. “It’s not about 
the unions, it’s not about the government, 
it’s not about the bickering in between. It’s 
about making sure kids are put first, and 
they are getting not only an education, but 
the social well-being that comes with being 
in class, seeing their friends, being able to 
just be kids.” He admits he has been lucky 
in that his children go to public schools in 
Waterloo Region who do not have CUPE 
employees.

Avey echoes Harris’ remarks, saying that 
just like the government, they are back at 
the table for the sake of the kids. “Once 
we were able to get our right back and to 

what we needed to do, we were ready to 
get back to work for the children and try to 
bargain a fair deal the proper way, which is 
through negotiations. That is what’s in the 
best interest.”

Area school boards did release very brief 
online statements following the announce-
ment on Monday:

Thames Valley District School Board

Thank you for your patience and under-
standing during this time. Thames Valley 
is thrilled to welcome students and staff 
back into our schools and resume in-per-
son learning.

Waterloo District Catholic School Board

We thank you for your patience and un-
derstanding as we transitioned into re-
mote learning, and we pray that both sides 
will quickly reach a fair and just collective 
agreement that serves the interests of all.

The Waterloo Region District School Board 
was not affected by the walkout.

Students in Class as Negotiations Continue 

Remembrance Day event 
in New Hamburg

Crochet Items
Preserves & pickles

Dried Pasta
Beef Jerky

Bath bombs
Baby items

Heating Pads
Blankets & scrunchies

Christmas decor
Wooden toys

Epoxy boards & coasters
Charcuterie & cutting boards

Parking at front and back of building
40 Woodstock. St. N., Tavistock

9:00 am - 3:00 pmSaturday, November 12

Extended Ruby Family
Christmas Open House
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FEATURE —

By Veronica Reiner

A local transport service, The Erb Group 
of Companies, has been recognized as a 
2022 “Top Company for Women to Work 
For in Transportation” by Redefining the 
Road, the official magazine for Women in 
Trucking.

Women in Trucking aims to encourage the 
employment of women in the trucking in-
dustry, promote their accomplishments, 
and minimize the obstacles they face. The 
Erb Group of Companies was one of 20 
companies selected for this award, which 
was announced on Monday, October 31.

“At The Erb Group, we strive to provide 
individuals of all genders and diverse 
backgrounds with equal opportunities 
for employment and advancements,” said 
Alexandra Salmeron, spokesperson at 
The Erb Group of Companies, on the work 
the company has done to earn this award. 
“83% of our recruiters are female, allow-
ing for a more gender-diverse panel of 

interviews. At work, we provide as much 
flexibility as possible to help our team 
with caregiving.”

The company has been actively working 
this year to highlight its female workforce 
and the variety of contributions they pro-
vide to the traditionally male-dominated 
industry. Some examples include articles 
about what it’s like to be a female truck 
driver, Erb’s Vice President of Finance, 
Irene Holdbrook, and how Viola Erb 
helped to build the organization.

The Erb Group of Companies created 
a gender-inclusive kid’s T-shirt design 
ahead of Mother’s and Father’s Day on Erb 
Gear that reads, “Someone who loves me a 
lot, brings food to your families table.”

They also encourage employees to cel-
ebrate International Women’s Day. This 
year, the organization gave two women 
from the company $250 to donate to a 
non-profit that celebrates and supports 
women. Their community engagement 

programs led to regional donations to 
sponsoring a charity golf tournament 
hosted by Zonta International, a women’s 
rights charity.

The Erb Group of Companies annually 
participates in the Trucking HR Canada’s 
Women with Drive conference. The event 
is geared to empower and equip women 
to succeed in the trucking industry and 
bring best practices forward to their busi-
nesses. “We purchased not one, but two ta-
bles of women leaders to help continue to 
drive our company forward in our efforts 
to create an inclusive environment where 
everyone can do well and feel safe to be 
themselves,” said Salmeron.

There are several characteristics that dis-
tinguish companies recognized as a 2022 
“Top Company for Women to Work For 
in Transportation,” according to Brian 
Everett, group publisher and editorial di-
rector of Redefining the Road Magazine. 
These characteristics include corporate 

cultures that foster gender diversity, com-
petitive compensation and benefits, flex-
ible hours and work requirements, pro-
fessional development opportunities, and 
career advancement opportunities.

“As competent, talented women continue 
to rise through the ranks in the transpor-
tation industry, we are excited to feature 
the companies that make the strategic 
effort to attract and retain a more gen-
der-diverse workforce,” said Everett. “This 
distinction of their impressive efforts le-
gitimizes the recognition they deserve.”

This year, the list is made up of a diverse 
range of business sectors in the commer-
cial freight transportation marketplace, 
including motor carriers, third-party lo-
gistics companies, and original equip-
ment manufacturers. These companies 
will be recognized at the upcoming WIT 
Accelerate! Conference and Expo on 
November 13 to November 16 in Dallas, 
Texas.

Erb Group of Companies recognized as a “Top 
Company for Women to Work for in Transportation”

The Erb Group of Companies attended a Women with Drive event. (Photo contributed) Kelly Kitmer of The Erb Group of Companies. (Photo contributed)
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Preparing for the Winter Ahead 

As we look forward to the winter 
months ahead, we always consid-
er our past experiences and the 
current public health concerns 
we face. We all know of the flu 
and the challenges that this cre-
ates in the community on a fairly 
regular basis. The last few years, 
due to COVID-19, have not seen 
large scale flu concerns, however 
that pattern is changing. In the 
Southern Hemisphere this year, 

the pressures created by the flu 
season were substantive, and it 
is expected that this will prevail 
here in North America during 
our winter months. Our gener-
al COVID numbers continue to 
hold steady and, in some regions, 
climb at present as well. New 
variants of the COVID virus are 
proving more difficult to man-
age, and some are even becoming 
what is called “immune-evasive.” 
We also see a rise in RSV (Respi-
ratory Syncytial Virus), and this 
remains prevalent in both the 
very young, and those who are 
immune compromised or elderly. 
This is a substantive mix of po-
tential viral threats that we are 
working to prepare for at TCMH 
and, more broadly, across the 
healthcare system. 

At TCMH, we continue to moni-
tor these public health patterns 
of disease transmission. Our staff 
and residents alike are faced 

with decisions daily on how to 
best maintain their own health, 
and through these choices, how 
to stay safe in the congregate 
care environments within which 
we work and live. We are main-
taining masking requirements 
within our homes at this time 
and will be doing so through 
the winter. It is the single easi-
est mechanism by which we can 
slow the spread of an airborne 
disease – all of the diseases men-
tioned above fall into this cat-
egory. We have started to move 
forward with the re-introduction 
of our programming over the last 
few months, and former partner-
ships with community agencies 
have been rekindled in the new 
environment we find ourselves 
in. Volunteering at TCMH is an 
option for many, and we do en-
courage you to give us a call at 
519-662-2718 if you are inter-
ested in being a volunteer with 
our homes. There are a number 

of options to consider as a volun-
teer, and our team will be happy 
to discuss these with you.   

Like many health and social ser-
vice agencies, TCMH is prepar-
ing for the winter – this includes 
planning for holiday festivities, 
decorating the halls, and working 
with our families and residents 
on the ‘art of the possible’ for 
this winter ahead. We ask anyone 
who has an idea or would like to 
get involved to please reach out. 
Our clinical activities are but one 
of the elements of the care we 
provide, and it is the recreation-
al and emotional support to ful-
fill individuals’ activities of dai-
ly living that we are working at 
creating anew. The Pandemic has 
changed many things, restrict-
ed our activities, and compelled 
us all to think differently about 
general public health measures, 
but it has not changed our spir-
it or commitment to those in our 

care and, broadly speaking, our 
community. We remain focused 
on Making Every Day Matter at 
TCMH, and this remains a cor-
nerstone of every effort we make.   

As we plan for the months ahead, 
we ask our community at large 
to work with our team. They are 
tired, and under the same kinds 
of pressures, we are all facing. 
They are working each and every 
day to meet the needs of those in 
our care, balancing the fatigue of 
the last three years with the care 
they provide each day. We are all 
working towards the same solu-
tions, and we thank you for the 
ongoing support you have pro-
vided to us all. Please take good 
care of yourselves, and in the 
months ahead, we will have fur-
ther updates on our seniors care 
build and expansion plans in 
New Hamburg, and, more broad-
ly, across TCMH as a whole. 

By Steven E. Harrison
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EXPERT ADVICE: An Important Lesson From The Campaign Trail 

So, among all the hubbub (love 
that word) of the past six weeks 
running my wife’s campaign for 
Ward 4 Councillor, I have felt, 
at times, anxious about what is 
going on with my look. I use the 
term look like a metaphor for my 
style. My style has been wonky.

With bated breath you ask, how 
come Scott? I’ll tell you how 
come. That lady is demanding. 
And on the rare occasion, she 
has been known to be irrita-

ble before her morning coffee. 
Sometimes afterwards. Some-
times all day. I digress,

The point is she (really, we–I 
just couldn’t resist taking a shot 
at her) put ourselves under 
pressure every day to achieve a 
certain goal. And some of those 
days involved not going out and 
focusing on planning and mes-
saging. At other times we left the 
house quickly to put up a sign or 
to meet a potential voter for cof-
fee. We walked a lot. 3,000 doors 
a lot. And we did it in changing 
weather as the season began to 
turn. And we did not eat prop-
erly. I realized at the end of one 
day that all I had was two Jos. 
Louis, one pop tart, a bowl of ice 
cream, and a litre of chocolate 
milk. OMG, what was I… seven-
teen? So yeah, I threw on a few 
pounds. And didn’t exercise as 
often. It was a #@% show.

So what? I have had complete 
control over my style since I 

started this journey 10 years 
ago. Slowly learning. Slowly 
finding out what works best for 
my body—size, fit and best de-
signers. Giving myself as much 
time as I needed every day to 
learn and experiment. And even 
to this day, I am unbending in 
what I put together for the day. 
Sometimes it takes three or four 
change ups before I leave the 
house.

You can see what happened 
next? My style slipped. I wore 
running shoes for the day—
yikes! I had to wear my “sloppy” 
jeans for a few days for comfort, 
and because they were the only 
thing, I could get my rapidly ex-
panding posterior into. I went a 
size up in shirt also. And I pretty 
well slapped anything together 
because I was in a hurry. Or I 
found myself wearing a coat and 
sweater in the morning, and by 
noon, I was sweating like Chuck 
Norris. Which forced me to dis-
robe with only a protruding belly 

and a shirt on top—sorry to the 
lady that I scared! And if I had 
worn the shoes that matched, I 
would have had blisters on top 
of blisters by 11 a.m. Lil even no-
ticed that I was letting my nose 
hair cascade like Rapunzel.

But I survived, and an interest-
ing thing spun out of all of this. 
Don’t be so rigid. Because hav-
ing style is also about having fun 
and not overthinking. I needed 
to let go a little bit and not be 
concerned about having a “slop-
py” day. That form over fashion 
is not a bad thing. I’m actually 
excited to explore this a little 
further and see if I can incor-
porate a more relaxed look in 
some aspects of my style. Never 
be too rigid. Leave the door open 
to grow and expand. With every-
thing in life. Like running for po-
litical office.

A big shout out to the Stonecroft 
flower watering team members 
that spoke to me about this col-

umn after the New Hamburg 
Board of Trade meeting last 
week–especially to Dave Connol-
ly (aka The PODfather). Finding 
someone that reads it touches 
my heart.

Did you like this one Terry?

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. 
His belief is that every guy has a 
style of their own. When it’s dis-
covered, it empowers and builds 
confidence. Scott has appeared 
several times on Rogers TV Kitch-
ener as a guest on DAYTIME. His 
writing has been republished by 
LinkedIn Top Influencer and INC. 
Magazine contributing editor, Jeff 
Haden. He has also written sever-
al pieces for the Baden Outlook. 
You can follow Scott on Insta-
gram @everydaystylebyscott or on 
LinkedIn @scottdunstall or Life 
& Style Wilmot on Facebook. Feel 
free to ask questions or propose 
collaborations: everydaystyleby-
scott1@gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall
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COMMUNITY —

Letter to the Editor:
On Monday, October 24, I met with Mayor Les Arm-
strong about installing a flashing stop light at Oxford 
Rd. 5 at Punkeydoodles, the site of the tragic accident 
where Sadie Bender lost her life and her sister Casey 
was seriously injured. Mayor Armstrong said he would 
look into it. He called within the hour to inform me that 
Oxford County would be taking care of it.  

On Wednesday, October 26, I contacted Mr. Frank Gross, 
Manager of Transportation and Waste Management of 
Oxford County. He informed me that a newer and im-
proved flasher would be installed along with a larger 
stop sign by the end of November. I asked him to in-
stall a regular style flasher in the meantime, to avoid 
another such accident. However, he said he wants to 
do it right when he does it. My response was that the 
right thing to do is to put up a regular style flasher im-
mediately until the newer and improved flasher is in-
stalled. On Monday, October 31 Mr. Gross informed me 
that the new and improved flasher may be installed by 

the weekend. I again said, if not, put up a regular style 
flasher temporarily.

I write this on Monday, November 7, and still no flasher 
has been installed. If when this letter is published and 
the bigger stop sign and improved flasher are installed, 
I say, “Thank You Mr. Gross,” If not, I am very disap-
pointed.

Ron Roth,

New Hamburg

---------------------------------------------------------

Bill 23, introduced recently to address the current 
housing crisis, will limit the important work of conser-
vation authorities, including flood control and protec-
tion of natural areas. In addition, the government plans 
to remove over 7000 acres of land from the Greenbelt 
for development, breaking a promise to keep these ar-
eas intact. These measures do not consider protecting 

farmland, wetlands and water sources so that future 
generations can enjoy liveable communities. The cli-
mate crisis necessitates that new developments need to 
be regulated to include measures for reducing green-
house gas emissions, such as promoting green develop-
ment standards; minimizing car dependent sprawl; and 
building within existing urban areas. Waterloo Region 
staff and residents worked hard to create an official 
plan that allows for growth while protecting the envi-
ronment and addressing the climate crisis. How waste-
ful it would be for the provincial government to ignore 
this important work and that of other municipalities. 
Citizens of Ontario need to demand that Bill 23 be re-
vised so that it supports new housing but not at the 
expense of the environment and the future quality of 
life of its residents.

Dorothy Wilson,

New Hamburg

“Behalte mich in Erinnerung!”
By Barry Wolfe 

Hubert Ditner was huddled silently with his fellows in a 
roadside ditch along the Hitler Line in Italy, very proba-
bly on the night of May 23rd, 1944. They were trying to 
catch a few hours sleep. He awoke to hear soft German 
voices nearby. They were panzer grenadiers from the 44th 
Hoch and Deutschmeister Division who had also settled, 
unknowingly, into the same ditch during the night. Hubert 
understood their every word.

Hubert Laurence Ditner was born July 3rd, 1921. In Sep-
tember 1942, Hubert chose to join the 4th Princess Louise 
Dragoon Guards, R.C.I.C. He became known as number 
A104433. When Hubert decided to enlist in the army, he 
was 5 minutes away, but 80 years ago, from where I sit and 
remember today.

He was the son of Simon and Christina Ditner of Peters-
burg. They were a farming family. He had four brothers, 
Walter, Clarence, Simon and Stanley, and four sisters 
Anna, Leona, Edna and Rosalia. His father was the new-
ly-elected warden of Waterloo County.

They had prospects, hopes, aspirations. They had roots 
in the community of Petersburg, attended services in St. 
Agatha, and had a commitment to service for the public 
good. Hubert’s service took him to Italy.

Growing up in Petersburg, Hubert was fluent in English 
and German, and thus he understood every soft word 
from the ditch nearby. He spoke fluently to the panzer 
crew and his fellows managed to get all ten to surrender 
without firing a shot. That was May, 1944.

It was now the beginning of January 1945. Hubert and the 
4th Princess Louis Dragoons were just northwest of Mez-
zano, near Ravenna, along the Adriatic coast of Italy. The 
last few days had been ‘relatively’ quiet. There was some 
light shelling and mortaring. An enemy raiding party had 

been captured. There was some vehicle movement on the 
enemy side of the river, which had been harassed by ar-
tillery.

On the 3rd there had been some “spasmodic mortar fire 
from the enemy falling on our right flank.” Overnight, into 
the morning of the 4th, the 8th troop engaged in “grenade 
tossing with an enemy who had infiltrated to the far side 
of our dyke”.

Things escalated during the day of the 4th of January with 
“enemy slit trenches on the opposite bank engaged with 
2” mortars.” “At 2030 hrs. a raiding party came in on 12Tp. 
At 20:55 hrs 8Tp reported enemy attacking their position 
and asked for help at 21:12 hrs. The C.O. ordered the Arty 
fire to fire D.F. 65 along the left flank, and the P.L.P. ma-
chine guns to fire the two tasks covering our left flank.”

On January 5th, 1945, Sergeant Hubert L. Ditner, age 23, 
of Petersburg, Ontario, Canada, was wounded. He died 
that same day. He is buried in the Argenta Gap War Cem-
etery, Italy.

If you happen to read the names engraved on a local 
cenotaph, or study the names and faces of the veterans 
portrayed on the banners placed by the local Royal Cana-
dian Legion along our roadways, you might consider how 
to support the ongoing efforts of these volunteers who are 
the “Keepers of the Flame” in our communities.

I invite you to imagine all these engraved names and ban-
ner faces as being neighbours, who once had daily family 
lives that they postponed or ultimately sacrificed as their 
individual commitment to a future for us today. Every one 
of them has a personal story.

Maybe all that Sgt. Hubert Ditner and his fellows ask of 
us, is to “Behalte mich in Erinnerung!”

“Remember me!”

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Veronica Reiner

The Humane Society of Kitchener Water-
loo & Stratford Perth (KWSP) has part-
nered with Pelee Island Winery to bring 
back personalized pet pic labels, which 
offers a chance to raise money for the or-
ganization and customize a wine label to 
feature your pet.

Customers can upload their favourite pet 
photo, along with their name, a message 
or a witty wine varietal such as “Caternet” 
or “Poocho Grigio.” The Pelee Island Win-
ery team takes the information, creates a 
personalized wine label, attaches it to the 
wine, and delivers it to your door, with free 
shipping in Ontario.

“Supporters love using this promotion as a 
way to purchase holiday gifts and the abil-
ity to have a custom label gets our support-
ers excited,” said Nasreen, spokesperson 
for the KWSP Humane Society. “We have 
supporters calling throughout the year 
asking when the promotion will run again.”

Pelee Island Winery will donate 20 per 
cent of all proceeds to the KWSP Humane 
Society or the Toronto Humane Society to 
support their work providing rescue relief 
for animals in need. When placing an or-
der, customers can select the Humane So-
ciety that they would like to support.

According to Nasreen, the KWSP Humane 

Society has done this initiative once before 
in 2021. That year, they sold 2,880 bottles 
of wine. All wines are Vinter’s Quality As-
surance (VQA) and Vege-Cert vegan cer-
tified.

“There’s something about the commu-
nity’s love for animals that makes these 
campaigns a big success. So far this year, 
we’ve been able to raise approximately 
$22,700 for Ontario-based humane soci-

eties,” explained Darryl MacMillan, vice 
president of Pelee Island Winery.

The funding raised from this initiative will 
go to help the KWSP animals with care, 
including vaccines, medical treatment and 
surgeries. The initiative will run until No-
vember 30.

“We are constantly humbled by the sup-
port that our communities give us. We 
hope that through promotions like this 
with Pelee Island Winery, the community 
will learn more about the services that we 
provide to the community and help ani-
mals in our care in the process,” said Nas-
reen.

Those who are interested in this promo-
tion can visit the KWSP Humane Society 
website at www.kwsphumane.ca. There is 
a minimum six bottle purchase.

“We are thrilled to partner with Pelee 
Island Winery again this year. We are al-
ways excited for opportunities such as this 
to raise money for people and pets,” said 
Kathrin Delutis, chief executive officer of 
the KWSP Humane Society.

“We participated for the first time last 
year, and the fundraiser was a hit in our 
communities. We saw people purchase 
these bottles for holiday use or as gifts for 
their loved ones, and they make the per-
fect gift for a hard-to-buy pet lover!”

Put a picture of your pet on Pelee Island wine and 
give back to animals in need 

Wilmot waives fees for Santa Claus Parade
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Township of Wilmot council members 
agreed to waive the park rental fees for 
the upcoming Santa Clause Parade.

The decision was made during a virtual 
council meeting on Monday, November 7. 
The fees were $216.35 plus harmonized 
sales tax (HST) and funded through the 
2022 council special events operating 
budget.

“Service clubs in Wilmot Township have 

worked together for many years to provide 
a Santa Claus parade in December on an 
annual basis,” wrote Community Services 
Director Sandy Jackson in the report. “The 
community looks forward to this event 
which is community focused and requires 
many volunteers.”

The township has historically allowed 
the use of Norm Hill Park track for stag-
ing floats before the parade, and after. 
Although a park rental fee has always 
been a place, the township did not issue 

charges for the past use of the park for the 
parade, and a permit was not created.

Local service clubs are currently in the 
process of planning the 2022 Santa Claus 
Parade in New Hamburg on December 4 
for the first time in four years, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and weather related 
cancellations.

This expense is not part of the township’s 
annual operating budget. The budget line 
it is funded through, the special event 

operating budget, also funded Truth and 
Reconciliation Day Events, Community 
Bike Safety Event, U-15 Fastball 
Championships, and a Ukrainian Crisis 
Event.

“The 2023 municipal budget will be updat-
ed to potentially increase funding within 
the council special events operating bud-
get to support these types of community 
events,” wrote Jackson.

A graphic showing an example of the Pelee Island wine personalized pet picture labels. 
(Photo contributed)
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Blind country music artist, Jason Lamont, brought the crowd to their feet last week in 
Shakespeare with his talent and enthusiasm.

By Gary West

The Shakespeare Optimist Hall was an 
exciting venue last week, when a coun-
try singer from Huron county travelled to 
Perth county and really brought the house 
down. Jason Lamont put on a country mu-
sic concert from old and new music and 
played guitar like a pro.

The amazing fact about the young singer 
is that he’s been completely blind since 
birth. He only started playing music eight 
years ago. Not only does he play guitar, but 
also piano. His voice is undeniably coun-
try, and he reads brail on the back of his 
guitar as he keeps track of the songs he 
performs. 

The blind entertainer also has a sense of 
humour and jokes with the audience when 
he says he would keep playing even if the 
lights in the hall went out.

Lamont is not only an entertainer, but also 

an entrepreneur who owns his own bicy-
cle repair shop called J's Bicycle Repair 
in Seaforth. He is also the public address 
(PA) announcer for the Seaforth Centi-
nairs, a junior hockey team in the town.

The country music guru was entertain-
ing the large crowd and friends from the 
North Easthope Antique Tractor (NEAT) 
club. The club, after 14 weekly tractor 
outings for the summer, visiting various 
towns and villages on their antique ma-
chines throughout Perth, Waterloo and 
Oxford counties, came to an end for 2022. 
NEAT will be back in 2023.        

The club's president, John Mohr, from 
New Hamburg, announced the organiza-
tion will donate two refurbished tractors 
- a John Deere and a Massey Ferguson - 
to the Mennonite Relief Sale next year in 
New Hamburg. This continues a tradition 
the club started years ago, to do their part 
for a worthy cause.

Country music comes to Shakespeare from an 
extraordinary and amazing entertainer

154 Wettlaufer St East-Zorra Tavistock, ON
Family friendly Tavistock neighborhood! 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, huge eat-in kitchen with sliders to 
large covered back deck. Check out the upper floor family room! Pie shaped lot! Double garage, 
driveway parks up to 6 cars. MLS 40340209

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 13; 2:00pm - 4:00pm

www.remaxtwinelaine.com

$849,900

Elaine Keller, Sales Representative
RE/MAX Twin City Realty Inc. Brokerage

901 Victoria St, N., Kitchener, On N2B 3C3
Phone: 519-579-4110 • Direct: 519-496-1141

Email: remaxelaine@rogers.com 

Elaine Keller
R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L

Guest speaker and Canadian Armed Forces veteran, Nicholas Hendry, at Sundays memorial 
service at Grace United Church in Tavistock, and pauses to remember ”Lest We Forget” 
following the service in the church sanctuary.

By Gary West

Canadian Armed Forces veteran Nicho-
las Hendry spoke to the congregation of 
Tavistock’s Grace United Church Sunday 
morning, November 6, about the impor-
tance of Remembrance Day. Hendry, who 
served in the Canadian Armed Forces 
with the Air Command for 13 years, talk-
ed about “how the power of oppression is 
grown from hate, and how Remembrance 

Day is a time to pause and reflect upon 
our freedom that is the result of service 
and sacrifice by those who defend our 
country”.

After spending many years on Canada’s 
east coast in the armed forces, Hendry and 
his family now reside on a small farm on 
the 13th Line, south of Tavistock, where 
he works as an engineer with Stonecrest 
Engineering.

A Remembrance 
Memorial Day veteran 
speaks from the heart at 
Grace United Church
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gases, and the Mike Schout Wetlands.

He also brought other milestones, such as the opening 
of the new soccer and football field at WO, the hiring of 
Wilmot's new CAO Sharon Chambers, and the advance-
ment of the waste management treatment plant.

"I trust the people of Wilmot will welcome and support 
the new Mayor and council and wish them well as they 
meet one another and learn the ropes," he said.

"In closing, I'd like to repeat it's been an honour to rep-
resent Baden for 12 years. I always like to thank Mayor 
Armstrong for his 25+ years of service. Wilmot Township 
is an awesome place to live and I'm hopeful for a bright 
future."

Angie Hallman - Ward One

Hallman addressed her family in her announcement. 
"My amazing children. The last four years while serving 
the community, I've constantly thought of you," she said. 
"In every moment, you made me think about the messag-
es we were sending to the next generation. I hope I've 
shown you that when you find your voice, you use it."

She said she always considered those less fortunate and 
those who live outside the margins. "How the things we 
say, our actions, can tear people down, or they can bring 
them up," she said. "Challenging the status quo can look 
a lot like making trouble to those who want to maintain 
the status quo."

"Everything worth it is worth fighting for - community 
safety is worth fighting for, women's rights are worth 
fighting for, the LGBTQ community is worth fighting for, 
Indigenous people are worth fighting for, marginalized 
people are worth fighting for, and you my beautiful fam-
ily, your futures were worth fighting for."

Hallman's audio cut out completely twice throughout her 
announcement. Her video did not appear in this portion 
of the meeting, although it did earlier. She cited unstable 
Internet.

Mayor Les Armstrong - Mayor

Armstrong recognized that this was the final meeting of 
this council term, and Wilmot would usher a new council 
to lead the community forward for the next four years. 
"While the past four years may be remembered for many 
challenging moments for the community, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it will also be remembered for sev-
eral amazing accomplishments."

"As council, we were able to deliver on a number of key 
strategic priorities, while adopting to the COVID-19 
pandemic work environment," said Armstrong. "And for 
that, our community is better. As we move the next term 
of council, we leave behind a strong and capable staff 

team that will support the community over a period of 
growth."

Armstrong thanked his peers on council for their service 
to the Wilmot community and wished them well. "For me 
personally, it has been my honour and privilege to serve 
the residents and businesses of Wilmot, and I look for-
ward to what lies ahead for our wonderful community."

An entirely new council will have its inaugural meeting 
on Monday, November 21, consisting of Natasha Salonen 
(Mayor elect), Lillianne Dunstall and Steven Martin 
(Ward Four elects), Harvir Sidhu (Ward Three elect), 
Kris Wilkinson (Ward Two elect) and Stewart Cressman 
(Ward One elect).

COMMUNITY —
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40 
YEARS

arcadianprojects.ca

519-804-9697

info@arcadianprojects.ca

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL & HVAC SERVICE

SERVICES
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Councillor Barry Fisher, Mayor Les Armstrong, Councillor Jenn Pfenning, and Chief Administrative Officer Sharon Cham-
bers during the council meeting on Monday, November 7. 

Parting words from previous Wilmot council members
Continued from page 1
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Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —

The Township of Wilmot has been posting about carbon monoxide safety tips on their Facebook page, includ-
ing this graphic posted on Monday, November 7. (Photo credit: Facebook/Township of Wilmot)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Staff

The Township of Wilmot, Wil-
mot Fire Department, and 
province of Ontario recently 
recognized carbon monoxide 
awareness week, which took 
place from November 1 to No-
vember 7.

“In Ontario, more than 65% of 
injuries and deaths from CO 
occur in the home,” said Wilm-
ot Fire Chief Rod Leeson in a 
release. “We want to make sure 
everyone is safe from carbon 
monoxide. Get all fuel-burning 
appliances inspected by a reg-
istered contractor.”

The Wilmot community is re-
minded to install CO alarms 
in your home if you have a 
fuel-burning appliance, a fire-
place or an attached garage 
- it’s the law. Fuel-burning ap-
pliances can include furnaces, 
hot water heaters, gas or wood 
fireplaces, portable fuel-burn-
ing heaters and generators, 
barbecues, stoves and vehicles.

“You must have a working CO 
alarm adjacent to each sleep-

ing area of the home if your 
home has a fuel-burning appli-
ance, a fireplace or an attached 
garage,” said Fire Prevention 
Officer Andrew Mechalko. “For 
added protection, install a car-
bon monoxide alarm on every 
storey of the home according to 
manufacturer’s instructions.”

Carbon monoxide is an invisi-
ble, tasteless and odourless gas 
that is deadly. You cannot see, 
taste or smell it, and carbon 
monoxide can kill you before 
you even know it is even there.

Carbon monoxide is produced 
when fuels such as propane, 
gasoline, natural gas, heating 
oil or wood do not completely 
burn in fuel-burning applianc-
es and devices such as furnac-
es, gas or wood fireplaces, hot 
water heaters, stoves, barbe-
ques, portable fuel-burning 
heaters and generators and ve-
hicles.

For more information on car-
bon monoxide safety, visit 
www.wilmot.ca/COAwareness-
Week.

Wilmot recognizes carbon monoxide awareness week
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FAMILY MILESTONES —

BAECHLER, Harry “Satch”
Harold Arthur “Harry” 
“Satch” Baechler, 74, of 
Tavistock passed away sud-
denly at his residence on 
Sunday October 30, 2022. 

He was born on the 
Baechler Homestead at 
3856 Road 106 (South 
Easthope) Township 
of Perth East on April 
14, 1948, a son of the 
late Arthur and Idella 

(Steinman) Baechler.

Satch had been a feed truck driver for 50 years. He 
was a founding member and Past President of the 
Optimist Club of Tavistock where he received the 
“Optimist of The Year” award. He had many suc-
cessful years playing with the Tavistock Merchants 
Baseball Club and later as a coach. He also 
served as a coach with Tavistock Minor Ball. He 
had served on the Executive of Tavistock Royals 
Hockey Club for many years.  

Harry was predeceased by his partner, Sharon 
(Sewell) Lichti on July 15, 2022. 

He is survived by two sons, Jim Baechler and 
Steve Baechler (Beth); four grandchildren, Lauryn, 
Erin, Sam and Alex; his brothers, Peter Baechler 
(Mary), Gerald Baechler, Kenneth Baechler 
(Lorna); his sister, Miriam Flewitt; his sister-in-law 
Loretta Baechler. Satch will also be lovingly re-
membered by “Sword” children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.

Harry was predeceased by his brothers, Delford 
and wife Betty, Clare and David, sister Eileen and 
her husband Paul Helmuth; his brother-in-law, 
Fred Flewitt.

Relatives and friends  were received at the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street 
North, Tavistock on Friday from 2-4 and 6-8 pm 
where the funeral service was held on Saturday 
November 5, 2022 at 1 pm. The Rev. Rob Congram 
officiated. Interment in East Zorra Brickyard 
Cemetery, 15th line. Reception followed. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation would be appreciated 
and may be made through the Francis Funeral 
Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
POTH, Kenneth Edward

Passed away peacefully 
at his residence, Nithview 
Community, New Hamburg, 
in the early hours of 
Saturday, November 5, 
2022. Ken was along time 
resident of New Dundee, 
Ontario, a son of the late 
Elmer and Elsie (Shantz) 
Poth.

Devoted father of Valerie 
and husband Andrew 

McEachern, Susan Poth and Andrew and wife 
Charlene Poth. Loving grandfather of Donald 
(Shannon) McEachern, Grace McEachern, Jamie 
(Caitlin) Poth, Kaitlyn (Jordan) Jantzi, and great 
grandfather of Travis and Ethan McEachern and 
Quinn Poth. Ken will be missed by his step chil-
dren Fran (Ted) Dittenhoffer, Jacqueline (Clifton) 
Lichty, Darlene (Dennis) Gies, step-daughter-in-
law Deborah Hiehn, by sisters-in-law Margaret 
Arnold and Beth McDougall, and by nieces and 
nephews.

Predeceased and reunited with his first wife 
Phyllis Poth (1986) second wife Ida Poth (2015), 
step son Allan Hiehn and by siblings Earl 
(Gertrude) Poth, Robert Poth and Muriel (Glen) 
Dilworth.

Kenneth was a staple member of the New Dundee 
Community, serving 43 years on the New Dundee 
Fire Department. Ken proudly served his com-
munity as District Fire Chief for 14 years, from 
1972 – 1986. He was a devoted employee of the 
New Dundee Creamery, a member of the Board 
of Trade and a Boy Scout Leader. On top of all his 
devotions Ken also made sure the New Dundee 
public outdoor skating rink was well flooded and 
maintained for the community to enjoy.

Relatives and friends were invited to the Mark 
Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New 
Hamburg, on Tuesday, November 8, 2022, from 6 – 
8 p.m. and on Wednesday, November 9, 2022, from 
1 – 2 p.m. The service followed the visitation in the 
chapel of the funeral home at 2:00 p.m. Pastor Ron 
Johnston officiated. Interment in Union Cemetery, 
New Dundee.

As expressions of sympathy, and in lieu of flow-
ers, donations would be accepted to Nithview 
Community or a charity of One’s Choice, and can 
be done through the funeral home.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
DEAR, Walter 

Walter James Dear 
passed away peacefully 
in Waterloo, Ontario on 
October 29, 2022 at the 
age of 95.  He was born 
in Toronto in 1927, and 
was the youngest of three 
children.  As a child he 
spent his life in Toronto, 
Hamilton and Vinemount.

Walter worked 25 years 
in the Royal Canadian Air 

Force and 16 years as a Civil Servant. As a member 
of the RCAF, and while stationed in Metz, France, 
he met Jeanne Fousse.  They married in 1956. 
Walter, Jeanne, and their daughter Josette, then 
made a life back in Canada.  Walter and Jeanne 
had two more children in the Ottawa area, a son, 
Jean-Paul and a daughter, Jennifer.

Walter enjoyed his interesting and fulfilling career 
with the RCAF.  In 1951, he was part of the aircrew 
that transported Princess Elizabeth and Prince 
Phillip during their first official visit to Canada.  
His stories filled us with awe and the usual laugh-
ter.  He was always eager to reminisce and we 
were eager listeners.

Walter and Jeanne spent their married lives in the 
Ottawa area, France, Trenton and Tavistock.  While 
in Tavistock, Walter volunteered his time with the 
Men’s Club.  He was active in many community 
fundraisers including the Santa Claus parade, the 
sauerkraut dinner and the fish fry.  In 2011, the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock honoured him 
with the Senior of the Year Award.

Walter was predeceased by his wife Jeanne and 
his is two sisters, Helen and Susan.

Walter is survived by:  three children: Josette 
(Joe), Jean-Paul (Kimberley), Jennifer (Chris); 
10 grandchildren: Sonia, Andrew (Carley), John 
(Lisa), Jesse, Carly, Rob (Jana), Sean (Sarah), 
Jeffrey (Rachelle), Michele (John), Kelly (Daniel); 
and 14 great-grandchildren: Elara, Kiera, Hannah, 
Summer, Scotland, Nelson, Isabella, Sophia, 
Aliyah, Mark, Sydney, Austin, Arlo, and Loic. 
Family living in France: Joëlle, Guy, Martine, Hervé 
and their families.

A memorial service will be held at 3:30 PM, 
November 19, 2022, in the West Room of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tavistock, Ontario.  
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a donation 
to “Voice for Children Who Are Hard of Hearing” at 
www.voicefordeafkids.com

Funeral details entrusted to the Francis Funeral 
Home, Tavistock. 

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost
Follow us on Instagram!

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service.
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP
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By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings. 

November 7-14, 2012 Edition (10 years 
ago)

Construction continues on the Royal Reno 
pavilion in Queen’s Park, Tavistock. Con-
tractors are working hard to stay on sched-
ule and should pour concrete floors and 
start framing this week. It is expected that 
the work will be complete by mid-Decem-
ber.

Tim Porter and Taylor VanBoekel stole the 
show between the pipes for the Tavistock 
Braves last weekend in Southern Ontar-
io Junior ‘C’ hockey action. The pair com-
bined to allow only two goals on 57 shots 
in a win and an overtime loss.

Pastor Everett Mossman of St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church writes, “I often ponder, 
and brood over it too, the state of many 
Christian congregations and denomina-
tions in our community and world today. 
Two related questions are often asked by 
reflective, caring, church members. Will 
our children have faith? Will our faith have 
children? As the slippery slope moves 
along and one generation after the other 
is less connected and involved in the life 
and worship of their congregation, anoth-
er future perspective looms large. Namely, 
that the church is but one generation away 
from extinction. Some parents who as chil-

dren went to Sunday School but not to 
church worship now have children going 
neither to Sunday School nor church wor-
ship. Think about it! One generation away 
from extinction … This article is an appeal 
to so many of you, readers of the Gazette 
in the small communities and a rural area 
such as ours. Many of you have roots in the 
various congregations of this area. What is 
happening in many congregations is not 
what has to be…”

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left 
grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. At the going down of the 
sun and in the morning, we will remember 
them.” These words from the poem, “The 
Fallen”, by Laurence Binyon were recited 
by Legion secretary Nancy Kropf during 
the annual Remembrance Day service at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 518, 
on Sunday afternoon.

November 5-12, 1997 Edition (25 years 
ago)

The Staff of Tavistock Public School sub-
mitted a letter to the editor which began, 
“As the education protest enters its second 
week, we want to thank the citizens of Ta-
vistock for all the encouragement we have 
received. Those honks, waves, cookies, hot 
chocolate and expressions of support have 
meant a lot. We are as firm in our resolve 
this week as last. We are still very con-
cerned about the extent to which cuts in 
funding will impact on the classroom. We 
are also deeply troubled by Bill 160…”

Two area men died Saturday when an ul-
tralight plane crashed while landing in a 
field in South Easthope. The pilot, 40-year-
old Edward Creeden of RR 2, Tavistock and 
passenger, 73-year-old Mervin Doerr of 
Stratford, were killed when the plane went 
down at the intersection of Road 109 and 
Perth Line 33 about 5:00 p.m.

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Dave Oliph-
ant was returned for his second term of 
office Monday with overwhelming support 
throughout the township. Doris Gladding 
and Bob Rudy were returned in Ward 2, 
while Betty Yoeman topped Ward 1, earn-
ing the vacant councillor seat of acclaimed 
Deputy Mayor Maureen Ralph. All other 
Ward 1 councillors returned to office.    

November 3-10, 1982 Edition (40 years 
ago)

The first Tavistock and District Parents 
Association meeting of the new school 
year was held October 20 at the Tavistock 
Public School. Mr. McIntyre gave a short 
presentation concerning computers. He 
showed two models and told of the bene-
fits of having a computer in the school for 
use by the students.

East Zorra-Tavistock has a new mayor. 
Donald McKay, formerly the township’s 
councillor-at-large, defeated Harold Vogt 
with final tallies 1266 to 1012 votes. The 
turnout of voters in Tavistock showed 
57.3% of eligible voters at the polls. In the 
township, only 46.8% filled out ballots.     

The Old Gazettes

Happy birthday today, November 10, to Benjamin McAuley 
(5), Zoe Lind (7), Derek Ramseyer, and Gwen King.

November 11: Happy birthday to Megan Mohr (19), Evan 
Gillis, and anniversary for Sean and Laura Sullivan (11th). 

November 12: Happy birthday to Hadyn Ankenmann, Jonah 
Gould, and Bill Mark.

November 13: Happy birthday to Morgan Brenneman (15) 
and Cole Hartman (20). 

November 14: Happy birthday to Isaac Gunn (7), Logan Mun-
ro (19), and anniversary for Jeremy and Jillian Roth (8th).

November 15: Happy birthday to Jackson Anderson (11).

November 16: Happy birthday to Sofia Salese (15), Megan 
Furlong (21), Jessica Ross, Sharon-Lee Landriault (80), and 
anniversary for Frank and Rachel Stewart (26th).

Congratulations to all!

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? 
Let us know at tavistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@
gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries list-
ing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Which record label did Michael Jackson 
first record on? 

2)Who recorded the album Dark Side of 
the Moon? 

3)Which Bobby took Mack The Knife to 
No 1 in the charts? 

4)My Heart Will Go On came from which 
movie? 

5)What do the letters CUPE stand for? 

6)Which fictional bear thought he had 
“very little brain?” 

7)What was the favorite food of the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles? 

8)According to Nancy Sinatra what are 
boots made for? 

9)Which state is called the Bluegrass 
State? 

10)What do the letters HST stand for?

Answers found on page 26

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Rev. Young Seo
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

In person services at 10am
Masks welcomed but not required
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.
Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Service is at 2pm 
Cemetery Decoration Service

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN 
RR 1, Tavistock, Ont. N0B 2R0 
(Maplewood Sideroad and the 16th Line) 
Interim Pastor Don Nevile
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Trees valued as natural resource

The Region of Waterloo is working on the third phase of the New Hamburg to Baden Watermain construction project. Part of the contract was to relocate five mature spruce to another 
location in Riverside Park, creating a Highway 7&8 sound barrier and mini-forest. There's also a corral for the Hackberry planted by the Wilmot Horticultural Society. It is a large project to 
improve and update Wilmot township infrastructure. (Photos contributed)

By Lee Griffi

As you drive through Oxford County this 
fall, you will undoubtedly encounter farm 
vehicles. The provincial police are remind-
ing drivers to be safe and cautious and be 
prepared to encounter large, slow-moving 
vehicles at all times.  

Patti Cole is the Oxford OPP's media re-
lations officer, and she says motorists 
need to be extra cautious this time of year 
with heavy machinery on all county roads. 
"People need to be paying attention and 
driving according to road conditions and 
the speed limit. It's obvious farm vehicles 

will be out. They should have an orange 
triangle sign motorists can look for, and 
you should adjust your speed when ap-
proaching. Some of them are big enough 
to overtake the centre of the road." Cote 
adds farmers do try their best to stick to 
the right side of the road, but sometimes 
the size doesn't allow for that. "Patience 
comes into play for motorists when fol-
lowing one of these vehicles. It's import-
ant to mention that the further away you 
are, the better you are going to be able to 
see. A lot of people tend to get right be-
hind and then veer out to see if they can 
overtake a farm vehicle. It's better to stay 

back for safety and visibility. Be prepared 
to stop." She adds need to practice good 
defensive driving techniques. "Stay well 
back and be prepared to stop. Slow-mov-
ing vehicles can only travel up to a maxi-
mum of 40km/h."  

The harvest season will last for two, or 
three more months, depending on the 
condition of the crops. Cote says depend-
ing on how close you are to a tractor or 
harvester, you may not realize they have 
their right indicator on to turn into a field 
or a private drive or onto the next road. 
"Some operators are going to be using 
their arms and hands for signalling, just 

like when you're on a bicycle. They are 
big machines, so they need space to make 
their turn. Even if it has signal lights and 
it shows they are turning in one direc-
tion, they may have to veer the other way 
to make that turn. We want people to be 
aware of that." She also reminds us that 
we should take chances when passing but 
wait for a safe opportunity. 

Cote says that we are all responsible for 
our own protection. "Road safety starts as 
soon as you get into your vehicle. It starts 
with you as a motorist. We all have to be 
safe when we are operating these big ma-
chines. The OPP's top priority is safety." 

Oxford OPP Issue Fall Harvest Driving Tips 
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COMMUNITY —
Work on the Kellum municipal drain in Zorra 
township is now complete

The work being done on the Kellum municipal drain last month, on the 43rd Line of Zorra township in Oxford county.

By Gary West

Oxford County area farmers know that 
municipal drains are very important when 
it comes to keeping farm land drained now 
and for the future. The $380,000 Kellum 
drain is now complete on the 43rd Line in 
Zorra Township. Tom Pridham, the lead 
engineer with the Burnside Engineering 
firm, says the weather co-operated fully 
and the job ran without major problems.

He said the first drain was built in the 
1899, and was not designed to carry the 

amount of water that it had to carry. There 
were improvements to the drain made in 
1947. But still, the 14-inch tile was not 
large enough to carry the amount of water 
that was required, once farmers started 
draining their land as they do in modern 
times. Therefore, in 2022, the concrete tile 
size is now 30 inches and runs from 30 
inches down to 27 inches west to east.

Robinson Farm Drainage from Ailsa Craig 
was the contractor for the engineering 
company, which Pridham said are used by 
Burnside engineers often, due to their ex-

cellent work and efficient installation and 
workmanship along with an understand-
ing and adherence to their project com-
pletion dates.

The drain is the result of a partnership 
between Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food, Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) the county 
of Oxford, and the township of Zorra and 
farmers whose water runs through the 
drain.

Burnside Engineering has offices through-
out southern Ontario that includes Oran-

geville, Wingham and Woodstock. They 
are contracted by many counties for mu-
nicipal drain work in southwestern Ontar-
io. Mr. Pridham says farmers in the Oxford 
county area are productive and very oblig-
ing to deal with.

Ken Minler, whose farm where the newly 
completed Kellum municipal drain runs 
through, had nothing but praise for the 
efficient job that both Burnside Engineer-
ing and Robinson Farm rainage had done 
to keep fields drained well into the future.

Busy times for the 
Brenneman family south 
of Tavistock

Monday was a busy time at the Brenneman farm south of Tavistock, as not only looking after 
a large flock of chickens but putting in long hours harvesting and drying corn. Owner Paul 
Brenneman says the moisture for corn is now in the low 20’s which is ideal, and the weather 
is next to perfect for harvesting a record crop of corn. Unloading corn at their farm dryer is 
right to left, Paul and daughter Larissa Brenneman, along with Steve Lichti, who was truck-
ing corn for Green Acre farms (the Wagler family), south of New Hamburg.

The Great Eight

16-year-old Amiera Black and her mother Jennifer show off the eight medals (four golds, 
four silvers) that Amiera won at the recent World Down Syndrome Swimming Champion-
ships in Portugal. Black is a student at St. Michael Catholic Secondary School and a mem-
ber of the Wilmot Aquatic team in New Hamburg. (Photo contributed)
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

Optimist Club of New Hamburg carving event

The Optimist Club of New Hamburg hosted a pumpkin carving event on Saturday, October 29 between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. at the New Hamburg Fire Hall on Huron Street. Participants got 
the chance to take home a free pumpkin, carve it, return it at 6 p.m. that day, then watch the magic. The event also featured loot bags, fire truck demonstrations, and music. (Photo credit: 
Facebook/Lillianne Dunstall)

By Canada Safety Council

As our society becomes increasingly con-
nected and global in scope, it also becomes 
apparent that there’s a persistent need for 
active local communities. A strong com-
munity fosters a sense of belonging, of 
purpose, and of support and safety.

November is National Community Safe-
ty and Crime Prevention Month, and the 
Canada Safety Council wants to remind 
Canadians of the value of being a good 
neighbour.

“There is far more that unites us than di-
vides us,” said Gareth Jones, President and 
CEO of the Canada Safety Council. “It is 

through this unity that we are able to work 
together, support each other, and help 
build a safer neighbourhood for ourselves, 
our children and our fellow neighbours.”

Neighbourhood safety is a team effort. By 
its very definition, a community requires 
more than one member. That said, a team 
effort begins with the actions of an indi-
vidual! Here are some tips to help foster a 
positive, healthy, and safe community:

Make friends with your neighbours. In-
troduce yourself, offer to be of assistance 
when help is needed, and be a friendly 
visible presence in your area. The benefits 
of friendly interactions with your neigh-
bours include making it easier to know 

when something is unusual or amiss, hav-
ing someone to provide a source of help 
in times of hardship, and having a trusted 
person to watch children or pets in a bind 
if you’ll be away from home.

Make it harder for crime to take root. In-
stall a home security system, which can 
act as a visible deterrent against would-
be thieves. Well-maintained lawns and in-
creased lighting in the neighbourhood can 
also help keep crime down in any given 
area. The less places there are to hide, the 
less likely a burglar will be able to succeed 
at their goals.

Provide an anonymous tip to Crime Stop-
pers. If you have information about a 

crime that has happened in your neigh-
bourhood, you can report an anonymous 
tip to Crime Stoppers.

Consider introducing a Neighbourhood 
Watch. A neighbour will better be able to 
identify a suspicious person than a pass-
ing police officer, so take advantage of this 
familiarity! Contact your local community 
police centre for more information on how 
to get started.

Community safety is a collective effort 
– and one that benefits everyone in the 
area! Building a strong community is not 
difficult, but it does take a little work. So 
put the work in, plant some seeds, and 
grow a safer environment!

Make a difference in your community

By Nancy Birss

The New Dundee Women’s Institute mem-
bers and guests at their recent meeting 
were educated and entertained by speak-
er and adventurer Gail Kingston (former-
ly Gruen) who previously co-owned and 
co-managed The New Dundee Emporium 
prior to current owners Mark and Danny.

Gail has reinvented herself and in the 
past few years has been a chef at various 
research camps and on ships for Junior 
Exploration and National Geographic at 
many locations in the world, including 
many trips to the Arctic.  Gail relayed 
some adventures of a trip this past sum-
mer which took her to the eastern and 

central Arctic and to Sable Island (off New 
Brunswick).  She shared some awesome 
photos and videos of the wild horses there 
and other beautiful Arctic landscape and 
research destinations.  We were truly awe-
struck by her stories.

All are welcome to our Tuesday, November 
15 meeting at the New Dundee Communi-

ty Centre at 7:15 p.m. when we will enjoy 
many stories from members and guests 
in a ‘show and tell’ format of “Around the 
World in 80 minutes”.  Bring a travel trea-
sure and share your adventure!  Please 
contact Nancy at 519-696-2608 for further 
information.

New Dundee Women’s Institute update



15Thursday, November 10, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISEAVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISE  
WITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAMWITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAM

OCTOBER 14-26, 2023OCTOBER 14-26, 2023

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

BOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSONBOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSON

COMMUNITY —

By Veronica Reiner

The Township of Wilmot awarded a con-
tract to Aboud & Associates Inc. of Guelph 
for their consulting services to prepare a 
Tree Canopy Study for $49,440, excluding 
harmonized sales tax (HST).

Wilmot council made the decision during 
a meeting on Monday, November 7.

Municipalities are required to develop 
a plan to protect and enhance the tree 
canopy and natural vegetation, under the 
Municipal Act. The preparation of a Wilm-
ot-specific study was approved in the 2022 
capital budget.

Before the Request For Proposal (RFP) 

was released, a working group was estab-
lished consisting of staff from Community 
Services, Infrastructure Services, Corpo-
rate Services and Development Services, 
along with members of Let’s Tree Wilm-
ot. The working group received and con-
firmed the project scope before the RFP 
release.

The Township received proposals from 
four consulting confirms as of September 
26, including North-South Environmental 
Inc. based in Cambridge, Davey Tree Ex-
pert Co. of Canada Limited based in An-
caster, Aboud & Associates Inc., and WSP 
Canada Inc. based in Thornhill.

An internal selection committee, made 

up of staff from Community Services, In-
frastructure Services, Corporate Services 
and Development Services, reviewed and 
evaluated the proposals based on the fol-
lowing criteria: project understanding 
and approach, experience and references, 
project team and cost proposals.

“The selection team was impressed with 
the detailed understanding and scope of 
work, qualified project team, and related 
experiences that Aboud & Associates Inc. 
bring to the proposal,” wrote Development 
Services Director Harold O’Krafka in the 
report. “Based on final scoring and the 
detailed work plan within their proposal, 
Aboud & Associates Inc. was selected as 

the preferred consultant.”

The proposal submitted by Aboud & As-
sociates Inc. costs $49,440 plus appli-
cable taxes; the costs net of the HST re-
bate will be $50,310.14. The Township 
received funding of $10,000 through this 
years’ stream of the Community Environ-
mental Fund with a regional commitment 
to receive more funds (at least $10,000) 
through the 2023 stream.

If the full $25,000 budgeted funding 
through the Community Environmental 
Fund is not received, the remaining fund-
ing shortfall would be sourced from the 
capital levy.

Wilmot hires consulting services for Tree Canopy Study

Inaugural Wilmot council meeting to take place 
Monday, November 21
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The public is cordially invited to attend 
the inaugural council meeting commenc-
ing the 2022-2026 council-elect.

It will take place on Monday, November 21 
at 7 p.m. at the Wilmot Council Chambers 
in the Administration Complex at 60 
Snyder’s Road West in Baden.

Each elected member of council will swear 

the declaration of office and conduct their 
first council business.

Elected candidates are Office of Mayor, 
Natasha Salonen, and Office of Councillor 
Ward 1, Stewart Cressman, Ward 2, Kris 
Wilkinson, Ward 3, Harvir Sidhu, Ward 
4, Lillianne Dunstall, and Ward 4, Steven 
Martin.

The meeting will be followed by a re-
ception with light refreshments. As 
with all council meetings, the inau-
gural meeting is open to the public 
and will be broadcast live through the 
Township of Wilmot’s YouTube channel, @
WilmotTownshipChannel.

RURAL COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE
A CONVERSATION IN THE RURAL COMMUNITIES

MARK REUSSER
VP OF THE ONTARIO
FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE

FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKER

PANEL CONVERSATIONS WITH 

SUSAN CRESSMAN
WENDY LANTZ
CMHA REPRESENTATIVE

+

EMAIL
ADMIN@INTERFAITHCOUNSELLING.CA
WEBSITE
HTTPS://NOVEMBER16BREAKFAST.EVENTBRITE.CA

DISTRICT 8
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New Dundee Remembrance Day Service

The New Dundee Remembrance Day Service took place on Saturday, November 5 at 1531 Bridge Street in New Dundee. The service with the New Hamburg Legion Colour Party and piper 
started at 11 a.m. After the ceremony, there were refreshments offered at Bethel Church. (Photo credit: Facebook/Lillianne4Wilmot)
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COMMUNITY —
Remembrance Day memorial 
service on Sunday at the 
Tavistock Legion

Poppy Afghan Raffle Results

Wreath laying on Sunday, November 6, at the Tavistock Legion included front, left to right, 
East-Zorra Tavistock Mayor elect Phillip Schaefer, Oxford Member of Parliament David 
MacKenzie, Oxford Member of Provincial Parliament Ernie Hardeman, and Nicholas Hendry, 
who served in Afghanistan. Nicholas addressed those in attendance and laid a wreath on 
behalf of the East-Zorra Tavistock firefighters, and Reverend Mary Boland (Legion Poppy 
chair). In the back (flag bearers), left, Legion member Deb Stevely and right, Tavistock Le-
gion President Jane McKay.

Sharon Runstedler, left, is the lucky winner of the Wellesley Township Poppy Project’s gor-
geous hand crafted Poppy Afghan. Presenting from the Project are Wendy Richardson (cen-
tre) and Barb Nowak (right).

Wreath laying and words of remembrance was part of the Sunday Remembrance Day cere-
mony held at the Tavistock Legion.

By Gary West

It was a day to remember on Sunday, No-
vember 6, at the Remembrance Day Ser-
vice at the Royal Canadian Legion, Tavis-
tock, Memorial Branch 518.

Comrade, Reverend Mary Boland, who is 
also the Poppy chair, led the service as 
area officials and dignitaries laid a me-
morial wreath on behalf of their organiza-
tions and families.

Following the laying of 18 wreaths, the 

sounds of the "Last Post" were heard, 
followed by two minutes of silence to re-
member those who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice in wars that have claimed so many.

Tavistock’s Nicholas Hendry, who served 
in the Canadian Armed forces in Afghan-
istan, addressed those in attendance with 
words of “remembering those who paid 
the price with their lives, so that we can 
enjoy the freedom that we as Canadians 
take for granted.”

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wellesley Township Poppy Project 
sold all 750 raffle tickets with the support 
of the New Hamburg Legion. 

The net profit (after ticket printing) was 
$1,094.47. The organization will be send-
ing a cheque to the New Hamburg Legion, 
Branch 532 for $594.47. The remaining 
$500 will be donated to the Royal Cana-

dian Legion Command Poppy Trust Fund. 

“We wish to thank you all for your sup-
port so that the Wellesley Township Pop-
py Project can, in turn, support the Legion 
and our veterans,” said Wendy Richardson 
of the Wellesley Township Poppy Project.

The Wellesley Township Poppy Project is 
made up of Barb Nowak, Beth Schlueter, 
Karen Pilecki and Wendy Richardson. 

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM



18 Thursday, November 10, 2022 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

The New Hamburg Firebirds took on the Tavistock Braves at the Tavistock and District Recreation Centre. The game ended in a 3-3 tie. 

By Veronica Reiner

The New Hamburg Firebirds had a fair-
ly successful week, taking down the 
Woodstock Navy Vets and then tying a 
game with the Tavistock Braves.

The Firebirds remain in the top spot of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League South 
Doherty division standings with 26 points 
- 12 wins, 1 loss, 1 overtime loss, and 1 
loss. The Tavistock Braves are currently in 
second with 21 points (10-4-0-1-0-0), and 
the Wellesley Applejacks are third with 20 
points (9-4-1-1-0-0).

“Our Firebirds went into this weekend 
looking to face the  second and third 
place teams in the division,” said Firebirds 
President Gord Mills. “The boys came out 
strong, knocking off Woodstock at home 
and coming up with a tie versus Tavistock.”

“Lucas Carson powered our offence with 
a hat trick and a pair of assists. We are 
excited to announce that our scoring 
leader Cole Stannix is being awarded 
Doherty Division player of the month for 
September/October. Cole is off to a great 
start!”

The game against Woodstock took place 
at the nest on Friday, November 4. Lucas 
Carson drew first blood late into the first 
frame at 17:39, assisted by Tyler Reid and 
Kyle Kraemer.

Kraemer (Cole Stannix, Tyler Reid) put 
another one on the board for the Firebirds 
in the second stanza at 0:39, taking advan-
tage of a power play. The Navy Vets retal-
iated at 3:17, and then once again at 6:17, 
tying the game. Lucas Carson (Andrew 
Miele, Owen Fischer) regained the lead 
by scoring at 17:56, then Justin McManus 

(Matt Domm, Jack Nell) capitalized on a 
power play at 19:32.

The third frame saw Carson (Fischer, 
Jake Thompson) pot one at 0:28, and then 
Stannix scored an unassisted marker at 
5:00. The Navy Vets responded at 11:27, 
then once again at 15:17. The last goal of 
the night came from Jack Nell, an unas-
sisted marker at 18:09. This results in a 
7-4 win for the Firebirds. New Hamburg 
outshot Woodstock 44-22.

The next match took place the next day 
at the Tavistock and District Recreation 
Centre. Tavistock player Ian Glendinning 
drew first blood at 3:47, assisted by Ryan 
Suljak and Andrew Van Boekel. The 
Firebirds returned the favour at 19:26, 
with Domm (Carson).

There was no scoring whatsoever in the 

second stanza, and four penalties total 
doled out between the two teams.

Kraemer (Stannix, Riley Benko) took ad-
vantage of power play at 1:54 in the third. 
Thompson (Carson, Kraemer) put another 
one on the board for New Hamburg at 3:10. 
Tavistock’s Zach Gladding (Glendinning, 
Suljak) scored at 14:08, then Glendinning 
(Gladding, Kaden Brame) tied the game at 
18:57.

As both teams had a score of 3-3 at this 
point, this brought the game into over-
time. Neither team scored, resulting in a 
tie game.

The next pair of matches are sched-
uled for Friday, November 11, against 
the Woodstock Navy Vets at 7:45 p.m., 
and Saturday, November 12, against the 
Norwich Merchants at 7:30 p.m.

Firebirds win one, tie one
SPORTS —
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SPORTS —

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

VVOOYYAAGGEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  
MMIIDDNNIIGGHHTT  SSUUNN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS ON 
THE HOLLAND AMERICA ROTTERDAM

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

After 50 Years of Watch & Jewellery Repair
And Your Jewellery Store

As we journey into retirement…. 
We want to thank our friends, family and 

the community for their support over the past years.

The Store will be closing at the end of the Year!
148 Peel St., New Hamburg, Peel West Centre 

Phone: 519-662-2608 
Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 10:30 to 4; Saturday 10:30 to 3

Steve & Bev Belk 
Are Retiring

All In-Store Watches & Jewellery

Belk’s Jewellers
20-50% OFF20-50% OFF

By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Braves managed to earn three points in 
two weekend home games, both of which went into an 
extra period.

A 3-2 overtime win on Friday against Norwich followed 
by a 3-3 overtime tie versus division-leading New Ham-
burg Saturday gives the Braves 21 points which is now 
just one point up on third place Wellesley. The Firebirds 
have opened up a 5-point lead atop the division. The 
Merchants are currently in fourth place with 17 points, 
a point ahead of the Woodstock Navy Vets.

Guelph native Jayden Seguin scored the game winner 
on Friday night, his seventh of the season, while cap-
tain Zach Gladding and Tyler Brezynskie also tallied. On 
Saturday, the Firebirds jumped out to a 3-1 lead which 
included a New Hamburg goal just 34 seconds into the 
game. Third period goals by Gladding and Ian Glenden-
ning forced the extra period where nothing was solved.

Tavistock head coach Dan Kalbfleisch says no one should 
be surprised at tight games in the Doherty division on 
a regular basis. “I think it just demonstrates the parody 
amongst the top five teams in the division. Every night 
is a pretty tight game as demonstrated there.” He adds 
Norwich has been a tough team to play against thanks 
to some roster additions and good goaltending. “They’ve 
got a solid squad and always play a physical brand of 
hockey. They’ve brought in a few good new players this 
year and they are getting some good goaltending as well. 

They have certainly taken a step from last season and 
are a tough opponent any night.”

Tavistock is now 1 and 2 against New Hamburg, as the 
Firebirds have one of the best records in the Provin-
cial Junior Hockey League at 12 wins, 2 losses, and a 

tie. Kalbfleisch says they’re leading the standings for a 
reason. “They are a hard-working bunch, and they don’t 
make it easy on their opponents, so you have to be pre-
pared to play a full 60 minutes every time you play them. 
You can’t let your foot off the gas, and I think we did for 
a few minutes and dug ourselves a 3-1 hole.”

The Braves coach says he hasn’t really been surprised 
by any aspects of his team’s play so far, but he does say 
the play of his first and second-year players has been 
a positive. “You’re always hoping at the beginning of 
a season to bring in players, especially young players, 
who are going to be able to step up and have success in 
the junior game, and I would say that has been the case 
for us.” He adds the team is a bit younger than in years 
past. “There have been some guys who have adjusted 
and are having good starts to their junior career.” Kalb-
fleisch says all the rookies are playing well, as are the 
second-year guys who have taken a step up from their 
role the previous season. “Marc Dionne and Ryan Suljak 
are two players who have increased their responsibili-
ties over last year.”

The Braves always strive to have deep teams that can 
roll four lines on any given night. “As you age players 
out of junior and they move on from the program, it be-
comes a challenge, but having those guys that can take 
that next step allows us to build year after year.”

Tavistock travels to Hespler tonight (Thursday) and 
host Wellesley Friday.

Braves Keep Second Place in Doherty Division After 
Tight Weekend
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By Veronica Reiner

A New Hamburg-based cheesemak-
er, Mountainoak Cheese, is celebrat-
ing after their products won three 
awards at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair.

Their Black Truffle won first place in 
the flavoured cheese category, while 
their Mustard cheese won second 
in the same category. Mountainoak 
Cheese’s Mild also won second place 
in the semi-soft category.

“It is an honour to win an award af-
ter each competition that we take 
part in,” said Hannie Van Bergeijk, 
owner along with Adam, Arjo and 
Baukje.

The Black Truffle is an exotic cheese 
with truffles that the business brings 
in from Italy. Many restaurants use 

the Truffle in their menus. It is also 
very popular on charcuterie boards. 
The Mild is a young and creamy 
cheese that is a family favourite. The 
Mustard is a hidden treasure. As it 
ages, the robust, sharp and sweet 
flavours are enhanced.

Christmas baskets are also available 
now at this time of the year. A small 
gift basket ($35) includes Farmstead 
Aged, Chili Pepper, Wild Nettle, and 
Esta Chocolate Truffles.

A medium gift basket ($60) includes 
Farmstead Gold, Chili Pepper, Wild 
Nettle, Toasted Onion, Farmstead 
Smoked, Provisions Charcuterie 
Jelly, and Esta Chocolate Truffles.

A large gift basket ($75) includes 
Farmstead Smoked, Chili Pepper, 
Black Truffle, Farmstead Gold, Wild 

Nettle, Toasted Onion, Provisions 
Charcuterie Jelly, Esta Chocolate 
Truffles and crackers. Custom bas-
kets are also available.

In September, Mountainoak Cheese 
celebrated the 10-year anniversary 
of opening. For the celebration, staff 
cut up their famous Rick Mercer 
cheese that he painted his hand-
print on six years ago. All the money 
from that sale went to our local food 
bank. Their newest flavour, Toasted 
Onion, was also introduced at this 
event, and has quickly become a 
favourite.

Mountainoak Cheese can be found 
in hundreds of stores across Ontario, 
as well as their farm store at 3165 
Huron Road in New Hamburg. They 
also sell quark, milk, curds and beef 
raised on the farm.

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Business Profile: Mountainoak Cheese

Christmas trees 
starting as low as 

JUST $50
Lots of other great gift ideas!

59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON
519-662-1450

Christmas Gift Baskets at Mountainoak Cheese are available in small, medium, large, or custom. Large baskets include 
Farmstead Smoked, Chili Pepper, Black Truffle, Farmstead Gold, Wild Nettle, Toasted Onion, Provisions Charcuterie Jelly, 
Esta Chocolate Truffles and crackers. (Photo contributed)

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
148 Peel street unit 30, new hamburg on

519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com
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Located 5 minutes west of Waterloo
1760 Erb Street Unit A, St. Agatha, ON

519-725-4282 | www.pfenningsorganic.ca

PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

WE OFFER:
Stickling's Christmas Stollen & 

Cookies available for the Season.

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

This Christmas consider a
Gift Subscription to the

$49 per year (tax included)

Mailed anywhere in Canada
To order: call or email to:

519-655-2341 or info@wilmotpost.ca

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg
HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates
Call 519-662-4967 or 

orders@mountainoakcheese.ca
1st prize winner at the 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 2022



21Thursday, November 10, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara

$63,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,053 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
18,524 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2018 Ram 1500 Night

$41,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,096 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Laramie

$73,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,302 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —
Halloween horses

Tavistock residents Alyssa Remenda (left) and Heather Darlington (right) rode their horses 
around Tavistock on Halloween to help children celebrate the special night. (Photo Credit:  
Debby Pitcher)

Mike Schout Wetlands 
Preserve update

The current state of the Mike Schout Wetlands Preserve, a 55-acre naturalization and wet-
lands restoration project off Smith's Creek Drive in New Hamburg. The site has since been 
closed to allow construction and finishing of the project elements. The grand opening is 
scheduled for June 10, 2023. (Photo credit: Darryl Gingerich)
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COMMUNITY —

Gala, Empire, Idared, Red and Golden Delicious, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, 
Spartan, Cortland, Mutsu, Northern Spy, Ambrosia, and Russet. Also cider, 

fresh local produce, honey, jams and preserves 
Beautiful Fraser Fir wreaths available November 14th

(4 miles south of Tavistock on Hwy 59)

Call 462-2259 or 462-2947

Successful ladies clothing store looking for a mature 
staff member.

Located in beautiful St. Marys, the ideal candidate will 
have ladies retail experience, customer service, or 
business background. The position includes Saturday 
hours. Start date to be discussed.

Must be flexible in nature, high energy, love a small 
town environment. 

Please apply with cover letter and resume to:

ogradysstmarys@gmail.com

no phone calls or walk-ins please.

O'Grady's Clothing & Accessories
143 Queen St. E., St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A5

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Petrolia Squires 
Saturday Night, 
November 12th, 2022 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

Family Services Perth-Huron
is seeking applications for

Contracted
SERVICE PROVIDERS

to work one to one with children and adults with
developmental and physical disabilities

Flexible Hours.

Send resume to or contact for more information:

Coordinator
Family Services Perth-Huron
142 Waterloo Street South
Stratford ON N5A 4B4

Phone: (519) 273-1020
Fax: (519) 273-6993
Email: jjones@fsph.ca

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School (WODSS) 
is excited to open its doors to audiences across Wilmot 
Township and beyond for its first full-length play since 
the pandemic began.

Little Miss Stockholm Syndrome: A Parody of Beauty 
and the Beast is a fearless comedy that explores what 
happens when a seemingly inoffensive fairy tale crosses 
paths with modern sensibilities and realities.

Co-playwrights and co-directors Tavia Shonk and Sonia 
Kagolovskaya (WODSS Grade 12 students) have taken a 
whimsical approach to their script to satirize the tradi-
tional versions of Beauty and the Beast and its presumed 
virtues.

Little Miss Stockholm Syndrome shows how the sharp 
and socially conscious minds of the next generation may 
not have the means to solve the ridiculous systemic prob-
lems currently plaguing our society, but they are among 
the best at recognizing and ridiculing them in an equally 
absurd approach.

While primarily a senior drama class production, staff 
and students from across the school have collaborated 
on this endeavour. The play will take place on Thursday, 
December 1 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, December 3 at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. A full, in-depth story about the play will be 
featured in next week’s edition of the Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette.

WO Presents: Little Miss 
Stockholm Syndrome
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

AMNESTY

AUTONOMY

BELIEF

CITIZENS

DEMOCRACY

DIGNITY

EGALITARIANISM

FAITH

FREE

HUMAN RIGHTS

IDEALS

INDEPENDENCE

LIBERATION

MORALS

MOVEMENT

PEACE

RELIGION

RESPECT

SOVEREIGNTY

SUPPORT

TOLERANCE

VALUES

COMMUNITY —

Pet of the Week
DAISY

Our Pet of the Week is Daisy. 
She loves the water and 

going for boat rides at the 
cottage! Daisy is 3 years old 
and is owned by Cindy Jutzi.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WELLESLEY APPLEJACKS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Nov 11th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Ernie Ritz veteran banner

Former Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette weekly columnist Ernie Ritz has a veteran banner on dis-
play in New Hamburg. Ernie served in the second World War, from 1943 to 1945. (Photo 
credit: Facebook/Susan Honderich Mills)
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TRAVEL —

Music, well performed, is mag-
ic. Sheer, soaring magic.

And I don’t believe there is any 
place in the world where you 
are more likely to encounter 
live music around every cor-
ner than in Ireland. During 
our recent visit to the Emer-
ald Isle, we spent many eve-
nings jammed into the corners 
of pubs, enjoying live music by 
an eclectic variety of musicians. 
Especially fun was the evening 
in Killarney when a group of 
locals wandered in, took seats 
around a table marked “re-
served” and proceeded to play 
wonderful Irish tunes.

But we found the ultimate mu-
sical experience in Galway at a 
show called “Trad on the Prom”. 
There are many Irish song-
and-dance shows in Ireland 
but this one was a cut above 
because Trad on the Prom fea-
tures the very best Irish musi-
cians and dancers.

I’m writing about it this week 
because, while the Trad on the 
Prom shows don’t start again 
until May 14, 2023 (running 

through October 1), tickets are 
now on sale through their web-
site – tradontheprom.com. So if 
you are planning a trip to Ire-
land, include a night with these 
incredible performers and 
if you are not planning such 
a trip, the music at this Gal-
way event might be inspiring 
enough to change your mind.

Truth is, we almost didn’t at-
tend the show. It wasn’t on 
our itinerary but one of our 
group had learned about it, and 
booked a couple of tickets. At 
the last minute, most of the rest 
of us opted in and were treat-
ed to one of the best musical 
performances I have ever been 
privileged to revel in.

Yes, it was that good.

The secret is… well, there are 
three secrets.

First, Irish music is so doggone 
appealing. The “Trad” in the ti-
tle is a short form for “tradition-
al” Irish music, and the hearts 
of Irish folk have always beat 
to the sound of fiddle, drum, 
pipes, flute, whistle and guitar. 
All of Irish history and culture 
is here, from courting songs to 
historic ballads to angst-ridden 
protest music. It’s the music 
that made its way across the 
Atlantic to Canada’s Maritime 
provinces where it is alive and 
well today.

Second, the performers at Trad 
on the Prom are brave. While 
they are rooted in traditional 
music, they aren’t afraid to play 
more modern, original stuff – 
although still clearly Celtic. Ex-
cept of course, the three young 
men, superb dancers, who 

unexpectedly morphed Irish 
step-dancing into a delightful 
routine, dancing to “Uptown 
Funk”.

Third, Trad on the Prom fea-
tures musicians and dancers 
who are simply among the very 
best in the country. Chris Kelly 
is the producer, host and gui-
tarist of the show. He told me, “I 
think this is what all the cast of 
Trad on the Prom were all born 
to do. We are happiest when 
we are onstage playing, sing-
ing and dancing from the heart. 
That warmth and energy then 
resonates with the audience.”

It features legendary violin-
ist Máirín Fahy, featured solo-
ist with Riverdance. Máirín is 
joined on stage by Gerard Fahy 
(musical director and composer 
of ‘Lord of the Dance’) on the 
uilleann pipes, whistles and 
bouzouki, multi-instrumental-
ist Yvonne Fahy on accordion 
and bodhrán, concertina player 
Padraig Rynne, Colm Henry on 
keyboards, and Kelly. There are 
also guest musicians at every 
show, this year includes Chief-
tains vocalist Yvonne McMahon 
and Eurovision star Marc Rob-
erts. The entire cast is already 
committed to the 2023 show.

The dancers on the show are 
world champions, including 
Clare Greaney, a six-time Irish 
Dance World Champion, Cathal 
Keaney, lead with Lord of the 
Dance, and TikTok stars Dara 
Kelly and Ronan O’Connell.

Chris says, “We are 100% live 
so the dynamics are different 
every night and that keeps the 
show fresh and rocking. There 
is a special chemistry between 

the performers and the au-
dience. It’s hard to explain. I 
think you have to experience it 
to understand what I mean.”

He’s right. And having experi-
enced it, I can attest that it is 
special and if I sound like I am 
somewhat star-struck… I am. 
Trad on the Prom is simply that 
good and there are moments in 
the show – like a beat-for-beat 
duet between dancer Keaney 
and bodhrán player Fahy, or the 
moments when suddenly ev-
eryone - dancers, players and 
guests are in full flight that are 
purely breath-taking.

Chris is proud that the show is 
both founded in tradition but 
willing to take a chance. When I 
asked what is special about the 

music, he replied, “The music is 
traditional Irish Music but with 
a contemporary element.  A lot 
of the music is original or tra-
ditional tunes with a fresh in-
terpretation...I suppose it's just 
world class Irish Music Song 
and Dance. And it’s live!”

Yes, it’s live, and also alive, en-
ergetic, emotional, powerful… I 
could exhaust most of my sup-
ply of positive adjectives. So in-
stead I will simply say – go to 
Galway, see the show, and smile 
all the way back to Canada.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

Mairin Fahy, featured soloist of both Trad on the Prom and Riverdance.
Dancer Dara Kelly in levitation mode! Dara is the son of producer Chris Kelly and fiddle star 
Mairin Fahy.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Enjoying one of the finest musical shows in the world

By Paul Knowles

Chris Kelly, producer and guitarist.  All photos courtesy Chris Kelly.
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November 12th

All You Can Eat Taco Night

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Wellesley 
Community Centre. 19+ licensed bar 
until midnight. Live music with a 
kids area - fun for the whole family. 
Tickets cost $20 for adults ($25 at the 
door), and $10 for kids 12 and under. 
Tickets available at Pym’s, Esso and 
Grammy’s.

November 14th

Let’s Tree Wilmot Fall Celebration

From 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex, Room A. The 
community is invited to celebrate 
Let’s Tree Wilmot’s accomplishments 
of 2022 with their partners, the 
Township of Wilmot and Nith Valley 
EcoBoosters.

November 14th

Blood Drive

Takes place at Steinmann Mennonite 
Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road West 
in New Hamburg. Booking times are 
available on blood.ca from 2 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

November 16th

Mental Health Breakfast

Taking place at 8 a.m. the Puddi-
combe House banquet hall at 145 
Peel Street in New Hamburg. $30 a 
ticket. Featuring keynote speaker 
Mark Reusser, VP of the Ontario Fed-
eration of Agriculture. Panel conver-
sations with Susan Cressman, Wendy 
Lantz and a Canadian Mental Health 
Association representative.

November 16th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

Regular council meeting taking place 
at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in In-
nerkip.

November 16th to January 8th, 
2023

Christmas at the Castle

Taking place at Castle Kilbride from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is the best time 
of year to visit the 1877 home and 
marvel at the lavish décor adorned in 
festive attire.

November 18th

Spirt to Soar Film Screening

Takes place at Zion United Church 
at 7 p.m.  Masks are required. The 

Wilmot Ecumenical Working Group 
on Indigenous/Settler Relationships 
is hosting a series of free film screen-
ings to promote understanding of the 
history of Indigenous communities.

November 18th and November 
19th

Christmas Market

From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Living 
Water Fellowship at 45 Hincks Street 
in New Hamburg. Featuring local 
artisans and fine crafts. Christmas 
mini shoots with a photographer. 
Food trucks & Free Hot Chocolate 
and Apple Cider.

November 19th

Makers Market

At Steinmann Mennonite Church 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Featuring 35+ 
local artisans, come out and support 
your neighbours and community. A 
homemade soup lunch will be avail-
able from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All pro-
ceeds from this event will go to the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre.

November 19th

Taking place at Castle Kilbride from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Cost is $25. Intend-

ed for ages 5 to 10. It’s Christmas 
time at the Castle! At this fun and 
festive workshop children will have 
a specialized tour of the Castle and 
learn all about wish list toys from the 
1880s until today! Make a craft and 
try out our fun toys and games.

November 21st

Wilmot Council Meeting

Regular meeting at 7 p.m. open to 
the public and available through the 
Township of Wilmot YouTube chan-
nel to live stream or watch after the 
meeting.

November 22nd

Wellesley Inaugural Meeting

Hybrid meeting, in-person taking 
place at 4805 William Hastings Line 
in Crosshill and streamed online. Vis-
it www. wellesley.ca for more details.

Nov. 24th, Dec. 1st and 8th

Castle Aglow Evening Tours

From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. (last tour at 
8:30 p.m.). Cost is $15 adult and $10 
child. Marvel at the glitz and glamour 
of Castle Kilbride at night. Tour of 
decorated Victorian mansion in the 

evening by costumed guide. Tickets 
are required as space is limited.

November 25

Turkey Dinner

Takeout at 5 p.m., sit down at 6 p.m. 
$22 per person. Includes veggies, 
mashed potato, cranberries, gravy, 
salad, dessert and coffee. Advance 
tickets at the Legion or contact Terri 
at 519-662-3834.

November 26th

Masters Four Gospel Music Concert

Taking place at Shantz Mennonite 
Church at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15 
p.m. Features one of Canada’s lead-
ing, award winning gospel quartets.

December 2nd

39th Annual Tree of Light

Starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Centennial 
Fountain New Hamburg. Hot dogs, 
apple cider and caroling, featuring 
the New Hamburg Concert Band and 
Waterloo Oxford Appassionata Choir. 
Sponsored by the Wilmot Lions / 
Lioness Club. For more information 
contact Marjorie Heimpel 519-634-
8527.

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2022

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

There are many farms in the 
Tavistock and Oxford Coun-
ty area that have been in the 
same family for years, but very 
rarely is there a family history 
with the sixth generation liv-
ing on the original farm home-
stead.     

This is the case of the Ram-
seyer farm at Lot 33, Conces-
sion 13, on the 14th Line of 
East Zorra, at R.R.1 Tavistock. 
The family got together on the 
weekend to mark the 150th an-
niversary of the farm and to 
celebrate this historic achieve-
ment.

Records kept throughout the 
years and the farm’s history is 
truly interesting.

Joel Ramseyer, being of Swiss 
descent and born in Stark 
County Ohio, USA, immigrat-
ed to the New Hamburg area 
with his parents Joseph and 
Barbara Ramseyer. On March 
19, 1872, he married Barba-
ra, daughter of Nicholas and 

Barbara Schlegel and togeth-
er purchased 100 acres on 
the 14th Line, November 2, 
1872. Together, they built the 
pre-existing barn in 1880 and 
the house in 1882. The farm 
has been passed down through 
the generations, from father to 
son until the present day.

Even though the Ramseyer 
name is now with the sixth 
generation, wives' names who 
appear with their Ramseyer 
husbands over the years in-
clude not only Schlegel, but 
also Bender, Roth, Bickle and 
Holtzworth to the present 
co-owners Travis and Cassidy 
(Kieswetter) Ramseyer, who 
follow parents Robert and 
Sherry Ramseyer to live on the 
farm.

An interesting note from Marg 
Ramseyer after studying the 
farms deeds from the 1800’s 
- the school tax was listed at 
25 cents, the land tax was $1, 
but the dog tax was $1.50. She 
commented with a smile, “How 
times have changed!”

The sixth generation of Oxford county Ramseyers, 
celebrating 150 years of farming

The family of Ramseyers who have lived on the 14th Line farm throughout the years. Front left to right, Marg Ram-
seyer, Paul Ramseyer, Helen MacKenzie (Ramseyer), Don Ramseyer. Back row left to right, Travis and Cassidy Ram-
seyer, Cassandra Schacht (Ramseyer), Victoria Ramseyer, Sherry and Rob Ramseyer, Steve Ramseyer, Gail Yantzi 
(Ramseyer), Joan Hergott (Ramseyer) Absent from photo are Edith Schneider, Elaine Novak, both Ramseyers.
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SPECIAL SERVICES

Exceptional Service
Dedicated Craftsmanship
Enduring Qualty

519=662-4239 / jon@jonwitzel.com 
jonwitzel.com

COMMERICAL / RESIDENTIAL / AGRICULTURAL
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RUN YOUR
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS 
and LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, 
Soundtracks are of particular interest. 
Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 Ontario St, Stratford
226-972-5750
Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever.  
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer 
nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer 
will be answered.  It has never been known to 
fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

KARATE!
IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL 
CLASSES AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate 
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
10 week session $125+HST. Uniform extra
Call 519-580-1418 ore-mail becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Motown 

2) Pink Floyd

3) Darin

4) Titanic

5) Canadian Union of Public Employees 

6) Winnie-the-Pooh

7) Pizza 

8) Walkin’ 

9) Kentucky 

10) Harmonized Sales Tax



27Thursday, November 10, 2022The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

Tavistock Assistance Program

COVID-19 
RESPONSE

Contact Program Director Linda Holst
Email: tapisforyou@outlook.com

Phone: 519-655-3500

Learn how TAP is preparing to support the community at www.tapisforyou.com

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

TAVISTOCK 
CHIROPRACTIC
AND WELLNESS

Chiropractic - Acupuncture - Foot Orthotics
Physical Rehabilitation - Massage Therapy

We Direct Bill Your Benefits!!
55 Woodstock St. N, Unit 2, 519-721-5846

Book online: www.tavistockchiropractic.com

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

HAIR CARE

New Single 
Family Homes

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

THIS AD SPACE COULD BE 

YOURS FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!

CALL 519-655-2341
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


